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PEEFACE 


On the death of Sir Walter Scott, in 1832, his entire literary re- 
mains were placed at the disposal of his son-in-law, Mr. John Gibson 
Lockhart. Among these remains were two volumes of a Journal 
which had been kept by Sir Walter from 1825 to 1832. Mr. Lock- 
hart made large use of this Journal in his admirable life of his father- 
in-law. Writing, however, so short a time after Scott’s death, he 
could not use it so freely as he might have wished, and, according to 
his own statement, it was ‘‘ by regard for the feelings of living per- 
sons ” that he both omitted and altered ; and, indeed, he printed no 
chapter of the Diary in full. 

There is no longer any reason why the Journal should not be pub- 
lished in its entirety, and by the permission of the ITon. Mrs. Max- 
well-Scott it now appears exactly as Scott left it — but for the correc- 
tion of obvious slips of the pen, and the omission of some details 
chiefly of family and domestic interest. 

The original Journal consists of two small 4to volumes, 9 inches by 
8, bound in vellum, and furnished with strong locks. The manuscript 
is closely written on both sides, and towards the end shows painful 
evidence of the physical prostration of the writer. The Journal ab- 
ruptly closes, towards the middle of the second volume, with the fol- 
lowing entry — probably the last words ever penned by Scott : 

by one of the old Pontiff's hut which I forget^ and so paraded the streets by nioonlight 
to discover i f possible some appearance of the learned Sir WUliam Gell or the pretty 
Mistress Ashley. 

At length we found our old servant who guided ns to the. lodgings taken by Sir 
William Gell where all was comfortable a good fire included lohich our fatigue and 
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In the annotations, it seemed most satisfactory to follow as closely 
as possible the method adopted by Mr. Lockhart. In the ease of 
those parts of the Journal that have been already published, almost 
all Mr. Lockhart’s notes have been reproduced, and these are distin- 
guished by his initials. Extracts from the Life, from James Sk(*m* 
of Eubislaw’s unpublished Reminiscences, and from unpublished let- 
ters of Scott himself and his contemporaries, have been freely ust*d 
wherever they seemed to illustrate particular passages in the Journal. 

With regard to Scott’s quotations a certain difficulty j)rescntcd it- 
self. In his Journal he evidently quoted from memory, and lie not 
unfrequently makes considerable variations from the originals. Oc- 
casionally, indeed, it would seem that he deliberately made with 
the exact words of his author, to adapt them more pertinently to his 
own mood or the impulse of the moment. In any case it seemed bt‘st 
to let Scott’s quotations appear as he wrote them. Ills reading lay 
in such curious and unfrequented quarters that to v'erify all tin* 
sources is a nearly impossible task. It is to be remembered, also, 
that he himself held very free notions on the subject of (piotation. 

I have to thank the Hon. Mrs. Maxwell-Scott for permitting me to 
retain for the last three years the precious volumes in which t in* .lour- 
nal is contained, and for granting me access to the correspondenei* of 
Sir Walter preserved at Abbotsford, and I have likewise t(^ aekm»\vb 
edge the courtesy of His Grace the Duke of Buccleuch for allowing 
me the use of the Scott letters at Dalkeith. To Mr. W. F. Sk<'iu*, 
Historiographer Royal for Scotland, my thanks are warmly ron^h-red 
forintrusting me with his precious heirloom, the volume whicJi (nui- 
tains Sir Walter’s letters to his father, and the Rem ini see rices tliat 
company them— one of many kind offices towards me during tin* last 
thirty years in our relations as author and publisher-. I am also 
obliged to Mr. Archibald Constable for permitting me to ust* the in 
teresting Memorandum by James Ballantync. 

Finally, I have to express my obligation to many other frimnls, w ho 
never failed cordially to respond to any call I made upon them. ' 


Edinburgh, 22 Drummond Place, 
OMer 1 , 1890 . 
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SIR WALTER SCOTT^S JOURNAL 


NOVEMBER 

\EdmhuTgh^ November 20, 1825. — I have all my life regretted 
that I did not keep a regular Journal. I have myself lost recollection 
of much that was interesting, and I have deprived my family and 
the puhlic of some curious information, by not carrying this resolu- 
tion into effect. I have bethought me, on seeing lately some vol- 
umes of Byron’s notes, that he probably had hit upon the right way 
of keeping such a memorandum-book, by throwing aside all pretence 
to regularity and order, and marking down events just as they oc- 
curred to recollection. I will try this plan; and behold I have a 
handsoiiKi locked volume, such as might serve for a lady’s album. 
Nota he)u\ John Lockhart, and Anne, and 1 are to raise a Society for 
the suppression of Albums. It is a most troublesome sliape of men- 
dicity. Sir, your autograph — a line of poetry — or a prose sentence! 
— Among all the sprawling sonnets, and blotted trumpery that dis- 
honours these miscellanies, a man must have a good stomacli that can 
swallow this botheration as a compliment. 

1 was in Ireland last summer, and had a. most delightful tour. It 
cost me upwanls of .£500, including .8100 left with VValtiu* and Jane, 
for w(^ travellisl a large [)arty and in style, ddiere is nuicii less ex- 
aggerated about th(‘. Irish than is to be (‘,xp(U‘.ted. Their poverty is 
not (ixaggi‘rat(ui ; it is on the extreme verge of human misery ; their 
(‘ottag(‘s would scarce' serve for pig-styes, (wtm in Se(.)tland, and their 
rags S(‘(‘m the veu’y nO’use of a rag-shop, and are disposed on tluur 
l)odi(‘s with su(‘h ingimious variety of wnitcihedness that you would 
think nothing but some sort of perverted taste (‘ould hav(i assmubbid 
so many shnsls together. You an' constanl.ly b^arfiil that some knot 
or loop will give, and placid th<i individual Ixdorci you in all the 
primitive simj»iicity of Paradise. Then for their food, they have only 
potato(‘s, and too bwv of tln'in. Yet the nnm look stout and healthy, 
th(‘ woimm buxom and w(‘ll-e.olour<id. 

Dim'd with us, being Sunday, Will. Dl(*rk andDluuh'S Kirkpatrick 
Sharpe. W. (k is the second son of the ceh'hrab'.d author of Nival 
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I havt‘ kiiowit him intimately sinet* our rolleixe liays ; aini, 
to my thinkinir, never met a man of <^reater powers, <»r more eumplcte 
information on all <iesiral>le suhjeets. In youth he ha<i str<»n*xiy tin* 
Edinhmtrli prnriiiis (iisj)i(tau(ii ; hut hahits of soeiety have ii^rt*atlv 
mellow’ed it, and thouu;h still anxi<»us t<t li^ain ytnir sidTrai^t* ti> his 
views, he endeavours rather to cameiliate your opiidion tlian eompier it 
by for(*e. Still there is enouufh of tenacity of sentiment to pre\i*nt, 
in London soeiety, where all must j^o slack ami t*asy, W. C from ris- 
iiiix to the very top of the tree as a convtu'sation man, who must not 
only wind the thnuid of his argument itracefully, hut also know when 
to let oo. J>ut I like the Seottdi taste better; then* is more mat- 
ter, more information, above all, more spirit iii it. ( ’lerk will, 1 am 
afraid, leave the world litth* more than the n‘port of his fame. Ih^ 
is too indolent to tinish any eonsiderahle w<»rk.^ < ’harles Kirkpatrick 
Sliarjx^ is another vt*ry n*markahle man. He was bred a elenryman, 
hut did not take orders, owinji; 1 believe to a peculiar etlt*miuaey of 
voice which must have been unpl(*asant in readinef prayers. Some 
family (juarrels (>ccasione(i his heino indilferently providetl for l>y a 
small annuity from his elder hndher, extorted !>y an arbitral d<*cree. 
He lias intinite wit and a unreal turn ft>r anti<|uarian ku’e, as tin* pub- 
lications of Alrktou,^ etc., bear witness. His drawini^s are the most 
fanciful and droll imau^inable — a mixture betw(‘t‘n Ib><jfarth and some 
of those foreiiL^n masters wlio painted temptations of St. Antlnmy, 
and such <i;rot(‘S(|ue suhji*ets. .\s a p<M*t In* lias not a very stnuin^ 
touch. StraiiiLCt* that Ids tino(*r-<*nds can <h’S«*ribe so wt-ll what ht* 
eamiot hrinu: <>ut eb'arly and tirnily in words. If In* were to make 
drawinii^ a resoiire**, it niiu:ht raise him a ianxi* inrome. Hut tliouixh 
a lover (d* anti«|uit ies, and tln-rt'fon* (»f fxpensi\«‘ triti«*<, < K. S. is 
too aristoeratir t«> us<‘ his art to assist his r<*\ tuiur. Hr is a \rry 
eoinph'tt* ixenealou;ist, and has ma<ir many <h*tretions in JittUfjltiH and 
other ho<dis on p(*diij:re(‘, whirh our nobles wouhl do well to suppress 
if tln‘y had an <>pportunity. Strange that a man slmuld hr curious 
aft(*r scandal of centurit*s old I Xot hut Charles It»\rs it fi’rsh and 
fresh also, for, heiuLC vt*ry much a fashionahlr man, hr is a,lwa\s mas 
trr <d’ tin* rrir’idni^ rrport,and In* trlls tin* anrrdotr with su<-h iru to 
that th(‘n‘ is no In-Ipinu’ sympathisin'^: with him thr pcriiiiaril \ of 
voiri* addinu: not a littlr to tin* :^rni*ral rtl\‘rt. My id« a is that C. K.S., 
with his odditirs, tastrs, satin*, ami iiiu’li arist otu’at ir ftMliier , !»• rui 

hlrs Horarr W'alpolr -perhaps in his p»*rsou al -o, in a 'n'lirral wa\. 

St'r Miss Hawkins’ Aia ednff for a drsrriptiou "i tie- aiith"!' 7Vo' 

( \is(ir df ( tn, 

‘ An <./i \<!y >! f i-'v ■ S-; u ^ ,v . , , • //, ...f -y r\ur 

itni! ! ! iy.:n ‘y /i- * » Ai-n V 4/ ISn’i 

/tuirii uf n V Ji ilii) rl.-r tsi I. IV.''' IE" i 'i.;.- I T. 

W ( ItTi. «.!' ih" j-i.-r.i*' p.- ,>t 
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No other company at dinner except my cheerful and good-hu- 
moured friend Mime Macdonald,^ so called in fondness. One bottle 
of champagne with the ladies’ assistance, two of claret. I observe 
that both these great connoisseurs were very nearly, if not quite, 
agreed, that there are no absolutely undoubted originals of Queen 
Mary. But how then should we be so very distinctly informed as to 
her features ? What has become of all the originals which suggested 
these innumerable copies ? Surely Mary must have been as unfortu- 
nate in this as in other particulars of her life.^ 

November 21. — I am enamoured of my journal. I wish the zeal 
may but last. Once more of Ireland. I said their poverty was not 
exaggerated ; neither is their wit — nor their good-humour — nor their 
whimsical absurdity — nor their courage. 

* Wit . — I gave a fellow a shilling on some occasion when sixpence 
was tlie fee. Remember you owe me sixpence, Pat.” May your 
honour live till I pay you 1” There was courtesy as well as wit in 
this, and all the clothes on Pat’s back would have been dearly 
bouglit by the sum in question. 

Good-humoiir . — There is perpetual kindness in the Irish cabin ; 
butter-milk, potatoes, a stool is offered, or a stone is rolled that your 
honour may sit down and be out of the smoke, and those who beg 
everywhere else seem desirous to exercise free hospitality in their 
own houses. Their natural disposition is turned to gaiety and hap- 
piness; while a Scotchman is tliinking about the term-day, or, if easy 
on that subject, about hell in the next world — while an Englishman 
is making a little hell of his own in the present, because his muffin 
is not well roasted — Pat’s mind is always tmaied to fun and ridicule. 
They are terribly excitable, to be sure, and will miirthcr you on slight 
siis|)icion, and iiud out next day that it was all a mistake, and that it 
was not yoiirs<dl' tlnyy nuiant to kill at all at all. 

Ahsnrditij . — ddiey were widening the road iic^ar Lord Claremont’s 
s(‘at as we passed. A number of ears werc^ drawn up together at a 
parti<uilar point, wlnn-e ww also ]ialt(Ml, as we un(l(‘rstood they were 
blowing a rock, and the ahol was expected pr(‘sently to go oil. After 
waiting two minutes or so, a hJlow c.alled out something, and our (iar- 
riag(^ as a piam^t, and tlie cars for satellites, started all forwai’d at 
on(‘(% tin* Irishimm whooping and <‘rying, and the horses galloping, 
(.[nablc* 1.0 I(‘arn tin* nn^'ining of this, I was only left to suppose that 
they had d<day(Ml firing the, int(md<‘d ahot till w(i should pass, and that 
w(‘ wer(‘ j)assing (piiidvly to mak(^ th(i delay as short as possible. No 
such thing. l>y dint of making great hast(‘, w(‘ got within ten yards 
of tb(^ rock wlnm tln^ blast took plac.(^, throwing dust and gi’avel on 
our carriag(‘, and Inul our postillion brought us a littbt lU'arcn* (it was 


1 MucddiiiiUl of Dnimiiiakill. 

<:. I,. 

- Mr. Sli;irit(‘. vvli<).';(* f.i th’r.'i nmX Mt moir wu'Vi'. 
imhli.shcd in two Vdlnnu-.s Hvo, Kdin. IHHS, sur 


viv(‘d Sir WaKcir till tlui yciur IHGI. In tiui Sir 
M:»lap:ni%vt h('r of YV/c Forluiics <>/ Nitp’l 
jiomd (d'Slijirpd'r. p('i‘uliariti(>M urn not I'aifuith- 
fully iiurroia'd. 
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not for want of hallooin^ST and flosf^insf tlint he did ii<d ), «,• sliMiild 
have had a still more serious share of the exidosmn. liir lAj.laiia- 
tion I received from the drivers was, tliat they had Iteeii told l>y the 
overseer that as the mine had been so loiio- in //ooo/ „il\ he dared say 
we would have time to pass it— so we just wailed ioiio euoiiuh tu 
make the danger imminent. I have only to add that iw.i or ii,r,-e 
people got behind the carriage, just for nothing hut to see ln.\v our 
honours got past. 

Went to the Oil Gas Committee* tliis inonjing, of wliirh fnijr.-rii I 
am president, or chairman. It has ainusi^d luc nni'dt hv lu iisgiii^' mr 
into company with a body of active, busiiiess>h>\ ing. nn»!iry niakiug 
citizens of Edinburgh, chiefly Whigs by tin* way, wltux.* smi iinfiiis 
and proceedings amuse me. The stock is ratlirr low in tht* niarki*!, 
35s. premium instead of £5. It must rise, howrvt'r, !«tr tin* ad\:iji» 
tages of the light are undeniable, and folks will sotm lirrMuir arfiis- 
tomed to idle apprehensions or misapprehcnsiuns. Fmaj i*ifu t,, 
should light a house capitally, supposing y<m Irave town in ihr vara» 
tion. The three last quarters cost me i'Kk His., and tin* lirsf, 
was greatly overcharged. AVc will see what this, tin* and dark 

est quarter, costs. 

Dined with Sir Eobert Dundas,^ where we met Lnrd and Ladv 
Melville. My little nieces (^ex q//avo) gave us smur pn ii v ion jr. I do 
not know and cannot utter a note of musie ; and hanun- 

nies seem to me a babble of confused though plea.^ing *-Minidd, Vrt 
songs and simple melodics, espe<‘ially if enunrei.-d ui!h w.nds and 
ideas, have as much effect on me as on most pruplc. Hut ih, n I hate 
to hear a young person sing without feeling and expre'^d**!, uiirtl t.» 
the song. I cannot bear a voi<*c that has im mitrr lifr ui if than a 
pianoforte or a bugle-liorn. Tli(‘re is sonietiuii:.*' ahMiit aii tUr tinr 
arts, of soul and spirit, which, like tin* vital prineipf.- in mnn, dt-lir' fh,* 
research of the most critical anatomist. Vou fr« l u !e iv it i nt,f. ^ . f 
you cannot describe what it is you want. Sir Jn Inia, ..r ■ Min,, n'liirr 
great painter, was looking at a pietiii’i* on \vhi«‘h miii'h pnni li.id }h'» n 
bestowed — “Why, yes,” he said, in a hesitaiiirr imoue r, “ ii i rv 
clever— very well done— caift iiml fault; hut it . Miurdin.M-: I'l 
wants— it wants, damn me— it wants that thrnu ne.r io hand , r 
his head and snapping his flng(‘rs. 'r<mi Mo.av's i , ih,* m.. i .M-d 


yOnc of the numerous joint-stork advenfun*.-! 
whicli were so common in K<linlmr|j;li al I In;-: 
time. There had already Inam formed a Oa^' 
light Company in 1818, for the inaimraetiire of 
gas from coal, but the projertors of this m-\v 
venture believed they could iiroducr a lairer 
and more powerful ligdit by Urn use of oil It 
was not successful commercially, and, u.k i.s- loM 
in the Journal, tlie rival coinpauy acquired th** 
stock and plant a f(3w years aner'the formal ton 
of this “Oil Oas Co.,” of which Sir Walter had 
been Chairman from IS'iJ. 

See Life, vol. vi i. pp. 141 , 144, 197. 2.71, :574 • ami 
viii. p. 113; Cockburn’s Memorials (for hsurq. 


« Su- io.-. : . .,■ 

Si-mC' I'..;:, ' 

ol thf vii. u -u i, : 1 ! 

el' l.ojd .(!. ! !. ..• »■. 

Sm:,;,. !lo' M". : ; . 

dm.. h, 

etirtU' I ; ,i ,IJ , 1 . I » i j ; 

aid llM iio. J., ,-. I i : 

miiif. U :iii ' a, ’ 

“ lo- .iijd ii ; , I u 

ot it .Jldo.- ? ;i il J 
ta:b. r i ^ . 

Ilo- r M:;.. e ,.J„; . - 

labli. Iinicnl \s,i a .g ; . 
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site warbling I ever heard. Next to him, David Macculloch^ for Scots 
songs. Tile last, when a boy at Dumfries, was much admired by 
Burns, who used to get him to try over the words which he composed 
to new melodies, lie is brother of Macciilloch of 'Ardwell. 

N'ovemher 22. — Moore. I saw Moore (for the first time, I may 
say) this season. We had indeed met in public twenty years ago. 
There is a manly frankness, and perfect ease and good breeding about 
him whicli is delightful. Not the least touch of the poet or the ped- 
ant. A little — very little man. Less, I think, than Lewis, and some- 
what* like him in person; God knows, not in conversation, for Matt, 
though a clever fellow, was a bore of the first description. Moreover, 
he looked always like a schoolboy. I remember a picture of him be- 
ing handed about at Dalkeith House. It was a miniature I think by 
Sanders, who had contrived to muffle Lewis’s person in a cloak, and 
placed some poignard or dark lanthorn appurtenance (I think) in his 
hand, so as to give the picture the cast of a bravo. “ That like Mat 
Lewis?” said Duke Henry, to whom it had passed in turn; “why, 
that is like a man!” Imagine the effect! Lewis was at his elbow.® 
Now Moore has none of this insignificance ; to be sure his person 
is miicli stouter than that of M. G. L., his countenance is decidedly 
plain, but the expression is so very animated, especially in speaking or 
singing, that it is far more interesting than the finest features could 
have rendered it. 

I was aware that Byron had often spoken, both in private society 
and in his Journal, of Moore and myself in the same breath, and with 
the same sort of regard; so l.was curious to see what there could be 
in common betwixt us, Moore having lived so much in the gay world, 
I in the country, and with peo[)Ie of business, and sometimes with 
politicians ; Moore a scholar, I none ; he a musician and artist, I 
witiioiit knowl(‘dge of a note; he a democrat, I an aristocrat — with 
many otluu’ points of dilbuHoiee ; besides his Ixung an Irishman, I a 
Scotchman, and both tolerably naXional. Vid tliere is a point of re- 
S(mil)Ianc(‘, a,nd a strong one. We are both good-humoured fellows, 
who rather s(M‘k to enjoy what is going forward than to maintain our 
dignity as lions; and we have both s<Hm tlui world too widely and too 
well not to contemn in our souls the imaginary consequence of lit- 
erary p(‘ople, who wa,lk with th(‘ir nos(‘s in the air, and remind me 
always of tln^ bbow whom Johnson met in an alehouse, and who 


J Mr.i, 'I'hoiuas Scott's brother, 

Ucorfv I,. Sander's, born at Kinjthorn, 177I; 
(li«‘d in bondon, ISK’,, 

*' .^'ir W^'illei* t(dd Mooi'e Ihat Lewi;; \va;: lh(< 
pei'son who lir; I ;'.et liini niioii li'yin;.' liia 
enl at poeli'y, addiii!'' th;it '"he had |ia;.;-ed the 
ear ly p.ir t <d' Iris, hf'e with a :-<‘t of clever, r'at- 
tliris. dr'inl. iiti' (cilow;;, wlto:c i.iioiedii;-; artd 
hilenl. lay wholly out (d'the ret' <irr olpoeir'y.” 
'riiirly year's, alter h.iviti|..' met. l,e\vi;' trt Udin- 


lan Cnnninp,hain, “ that h(' t.honj.'ht ho Inul 
iievr-r felt :-irt(dr rdatioir till w'hmr ‘ th(' monk” 
invri.ed him to tlino with him til. hi;-; hotel.” 
lawvrs (lied irr ISIS, and SeoM, sayi-i of him, “ Ifo 
did much |.aiod by .st(*allh. tind was a most. |ji:en- 
<'ron;-; <;realm'(' - i’omh'r’ nf ;.',r(;at pe<»ple than h(i 
oir^ht. 1.0 have lieen, (d liter' as a ttttitt ol' IrUt'trt 
or as :i, man td' lai'.hion. lit; had tilways ItnLn'B 
artd dnehe:-;:-^es in his rnoiil h, tittd was ptilhtd.- 
ieally I'ond of any one Ihat had a tille. Mat 
hiid <ine(‘ri;-;h eyes they pt'oji'eted lik(' t.hoKO 
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called himself “ the great Twalmley— -inventor of the floodgate iron 
for smoothing linen.” He also enjoys the mot pour nre, and so 

Moore has, I think, been ill-treated about Byron’s Memoirs; he 
surrendered them to the family (Lord Byron’s executors) and thus 
lost £2000 which he had raised upon them at a most distressing mo- 
ment of his life. It is true they offered and jessed the money on 
him afterwards, but they ought to have settled it with the booksellers 
and not put poor Tom’s spirit in arms against his interest.’ I think 
at least it might have been so managed. At any rate there must he 
an authentic life of Byron by somebody. Why should they not give 
the benefit of their materials to Tom Moore, whom Byron had made 
the depositary of his own Memoirs ? — but T. M. thinks that Cain Hub- 
house has the purpose of writing Byron’s life himself, lie and Moore 
were at sharp words during the negotiation, and there was sonui (*x- 
planation necessary before the affair ended. It was a pity that noth- 
ing save the total destruction of Byron’s Memoirs would satisfy his 
executors.^ But there was a reason — Premat nox alia. 

It would be a delightful addition to life if T. M. had a cottage 
within two miles of one. We went to the theatre together, and tlu^ 
house, being luckily a good one, received T. M. with rapture. I could 
have hugged them, for it paid back the debt of the kind reception I 
met with in Ireland,^ 

Here is a matter for a May morning, but much fitter for a Noviun- 
ber one. The general distress in the city has affected 11. and J{./ 
Constable’s great agents. Should they go, it is not likely that ('un- 
stable can stand, and such an event would lead to great distress ami 
perplexity on the part of J. B. and myself. Thank God, I haw, 
enough at least to pay forty shillings in the pound, taking matters at 
the very worst. But much distress and inconvenience must be the 
consequence. I had a lesson in 1814 which should have done good 
upon me, but success and abundance erased it from my mind. ' Jhit 
this is no time for journalising or moralising either. Necessity is 
like a sour-faced cook-maid, and I a turn-spit whom she has flogged 
ere now, till he mounted his wheel. If W-st-k' can be out by 2fdli 
January it will do much, and it is possible. 


1 Moore’s friends seem to have recognized 
ms thorough manliness and independence of 
character. Lord John Russell testifies : “ Nev- 
er did he make wife or family a pretext for po- 
litical shabbiness-never did he imagine that 
to leave a disgraced name as an inheritance to 
his (Aildren was a duty as a father” [Memoirs. 
toI. 1 . pp, xiii and xiv), and when Rogers urged 
this plea of family as a reason why he should 
^cept the money, Moore said, “More mean 
world under the 
shelter of wife and children’ than under any 
pretext worldly-mindedness can resort to. ” To 
which S. R only said, “ WeU, your life may be 
a good poem, but it is a bad matter of 


fact.”— Clayden, Rogers and his CtniU'mjmra 
mes, vol. i. p. 378. 

2 Moore’s Life of Byron was published in two 
vols. 4to in 1830, and dedicated to Sir Walter 
Scott by “his aftectionato friend, T. M ” See 
this Journal under March 4, 1H2H. 
tv! Scott,” says Moore, “wilh 

the feeling that all the world nhglit arlniire 
him m his works, but that thns(> onlv could 
learn to love him as he deserved who had ; een 
him at Abbotsford.” Moore died Fidiniarv ”r. 
1852; see Moore’s Zr/e, vol. iv. nt). ,T2'M-*“an(i 
vol. V. pp. 13-14. ■ 

6 Robinson, Tlooksellers, l/mdon. 
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’s son lias saved Lis comrade on shipboard by throwing him- 
self overboard and keeping the other afloat — a very gallant thing. 
Blit the Gran giaxf Asso^ asks me to write a poem on the avk crown^ 
of which he sends me a description quoted from Adam’s Antiquities^ 
which mellifluous performance is to persuade the Admiralty to give 
the young conservator promotion. Oh ! he is a rare head-piece, an 
admirable Merron. I do not believe there is in nature such a full- 
acorned Boar.^ 

Could not write to purpose for thick-coming fancies ; the wheel 
would not turn easily, and cannot be forced. 

“My spinning-wheel is auld and stiff, 

The rock o’t winna stand, sir ; 

To keep the temper-pin in tiff 
Employs aft my hand, sir.”^ 

Went to dine at the Lford] J[usticc]-C[lcrk’s]* as I thought by 
invitation, but it was for Tuesday se’nnight. Returned very well 
pleased, not being exactly in the humour for company, and had a 
beef-steak. My appetite is surely, excepting in quantity, that of a 
farmer ; for, eating moderately of anything, my Epicurean pleasure is 
in the most simple diet. Wine I seldom taste when alone, and use 
instead a little spirits and water. I have of late diminished tlie quan- 
tity, for fear of a weakness inductive to a diabetes — a disease which 
broke up my father’s health, though one of the most temperate men 
who ever lived. I smoke a couple of cigars instead, which operates 
equally as a sedative — 

“Just to drive the cold winter away. 

And drown the fatigues of the day.” 

1 sm<>k(.‘d a good deal about twenty years ago when at Ashestiel ; 
but, (doming down one morning to the parlour, I found, as the room 
was small and confined, that tlic smell was unpleasant, and laid aside 
the use of the Nicotian weed for many years ; but was again led to 
use it by the example of my son, a hussar ofli(‘.er, and my son-in-law, 
an Oxford student. I could lay it aside to-morrow ; 1 laugh at the 
dominion of custom in this and many tilings. 

“ We make the giants first, and then — do not kill them.” 

Noeeniher 23. — On comparing notes with Moore 1 was confirmed 
in on(‘ or two [loints whicli I had always laid down in considering 
})oor Ilyron. One was, that like Rousseau he was apt to Ixi very sus- 
picious, and a plain downright steadiness of inannm' was the true 
mode to maintain his good opinion. Will Itose told me that oiuic, 

> Probably Sir Waltor'.s dofj Unlian for ‘‘groat ^ “ My Jo Jaiiot,” Tm-7'(ihlr. MhwUany. 
donkey. " Tlio Ri|j;ht Hon. David Uoyh', who was at 

Oymhrline, Act n. Sr., f). tb<! time resi»lii4i at 2H (Jliurlotle S(iU!ire. 
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while sitting with Byron, he fixed insensibly his eyes on his feet, one 
of which, it must be remembered, was deformed. Looking up sud- 
denly, he saw Byron regarding him with a look of concentrated and 
deep displeasure, which wore off when he observed no consciousness 
or embarrassment in the countenance of Rose. Murray afterwards 
explained this, by telling Rose that Lord Byron was very jealous of 
having this personal imperfection noticed or attended to. In anoth- 
er point, Moore confirmed my previous opinion, namely, that Byron 
loved mischief-making. Moore had written to him cautioning him 
against the project of establishing the paper called the Liberal^ in 
communion with such men as P. B. Shelley and Hunt,^ on whom hc‘ 
said the world had set its mark. Byron showed this to the parti(\s. 
Shelley wrote a modest and rather affecting expostulation to Moore. 
These two peculiarities of extreme suspicion and love of mischief an* 
both shades of the malady which certainly tinctured some part of 
the character of this mighty genius ; and, without some tendency 
towards which, genius — ^I mean that kind which depends on the im- 
aginative power — ^perhaps cannot exist to great extent. The wlitads 
of a machine, to play rapidly, must not fit with the utmost exact- 
ness, else the attrition diminishes the impetus. 

Another of Byron^s peculiarities was the love of mystifying ; 
which indeed may be referred to that of mischief. There was no 
knowing how much or how little to believe of his narratives. In- 


stance Mr. Bankes* expostulating with him upon a dedication 
which he had written in extravagant terms of praise to Cam Hob- 
house, Byron told him that Cam had teased him into the dedication 
till he had said, “ Well ; it shall be so, — providing you will write the 
dedication yourself”; and afiGirmed that Cam llobhouse did write 
the high-coloured dedication accordingly. I mentioned this to Mur- 
ray, haying the report from Will Rose, to whom Bankes had men- 
tioned it. Murray, in reply, assured me that the dedication was writ- 
ten by Lord Byron himself, and showed it me in his own hand. I 
wrote to Rose to mention the thing to Bankes,as it might liave made 
mischief had the story got into the circle. Byron w^as dispostid to 
think all men of imagination were addicted to mix fiction (or |) 0 (‘trv) 
with their prose. ^ He used to say he dared believe the celcbratxM 
courtezan of Venice, about whom Rousseau makes so ])i(|uant. a 
story, was, if one could see her, a draggle-tailed wench enough. 1 
believe that he embellished his own amours considerably, and that, 
he was in many respects, le fanfaron de vices quHl n'avoit pas 
loved to be thought awful, mysterious, and gloomy, and sometimes 


tL edited by Leigh Hunt, 

Shed. 1822-1^23 ““'y P“'’- 

SfteBey, vol. ii. pp. 

313-321, and Russell s Moore, vol. iii. p, 353 . 


Bankes, of whom lb, gore wiid. 
Witty as Sydney Smith wa.s, I havo H(M>n him 
at my own house absolutely overpowen'd hv 
superior facetioiisncss of W IP’ Mr 
Bankes died in Venice in ISC.'l. 
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hinted at straiiiife causes. 1 believe the whole to have been the crea- 
tion and sport of a wild and powerful fancy. In tlie same manner 
he cramined peo})ks as it is termed, about duels, etc., which never ex- 
isted, or were much exaggerated. 

Constable has been here as lame as a duck upon his legs, but his 
heart and courage as firm as a cock. He has convinced me we will 
do well to support the London House. Jle has sent them about 
£5000, and proposes we should borrow on our joint security il5000 for 
their accommodation. J. B. and K. Gadell present. I must be guided 
by them, and hope for the best. Certainly to part company would 
be to incur an awful risk. 

What 1 liked about Byron, besides Ids houndlcss genius, was his 
generosity of spirit as well as purse, and his utter contempt of all 
the affectations of literature, from the school-magisterial style to the 
lackadaisical. Byron’s example has formed a sort of upper house of 
poetry. There is Lord Leveson Gower, a very clever young man.' 
Lord lV.)rchester too,'* nephew to Mrs. Scott of Harden, a young man 
who lies on the carpet and looks poetical and dandyish — fine lad too, 
but — 

“ There will be nmiiy peers 
Ere Hueh another Byron.” 

Talking of Abbotsford, it begins to be baunted by too miicb com- 
pany of every kind, hut especially foreigners. I do not like tliem. 

[ hate fine waistcoats and breast-pins upon dirty shirts. I detest the 
impudence that ])ays a stranger compliments, and harangues about his 
works in the author’s liouse, wluc.h is usually ill-breeding. Moreover, 
they are seldom long of making it evident that they know nothing 
alxrnt what they arc talking of, except having seen the Ijady of the 
Lak(^ at the Opera. 

DiiuMl at. St. ( ■atlierine’s'* with Lord Advocate, Ijord and I;ady 
Melvilh*, Lord .1 ustic.c'.-CIcrlv,^ Sir Arcliibald Ca,nij)l)(dl of SiKU'oth, all 
(‘lass cojiipanions and ac(jiiaint(‘d W(dl for inon‘ than forty y(‘ars. All 
(‘xc(‘pt Lord .1. ( \ wt‘rt‘ at hh-as(‘r’s class, High School.'’ Iloyic. joincul 
ns at colIcg(‘. ddH‘r(‘ an‘, (x'sidi^s, Sir Adam h^u’guson, Colin MacdvC'ii- 
zic, dain(‘s 1 Iop(‘, 1 )i*. dames liiichan, Claud Unsstdl, and pcudiaps two 
or tluHx* mor(‘ of and about tlx* sam(‘ p(‘riod— -but 

“ A ppan'iit rari iiaiil.cs in ji;ur^i(.<; vaslo.”'* 

l.i'vr.dii (loucr, alltTward:- llr: l I'larl (<m llx' f'.r<>iin(l that, a:; a . just itatron In* (•()ul<l 
of iUlr; hacl ali’fady [addialicd In;; Iran:; nol. ;dvt* d lo IIk* ,‘;un m-law of lii;; old friend !! ) 

l;il loll of /■’(£</:( in IS'.'.;*., and a \olunie (d‘ “ ore' wa:; iiiidcrelood l<i la* llii' e;ni;;(' of M i'. Iiock' 
iiial poem; .” .and ■ * i r;ui, latmii;;. '' in llie I'ol Ii.arl's <|inllin;> the liar and devol inp hini:;elf 
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Novemher 24 .-Talking of strangers, London held, some* four or 
five years since, one of those animals who are lions at first, hut 
transmutation of two seasons become in regular course Boars 
Foscolo by name, a haunter of Murray^s shop and of literary {lartu'S. 
Ugly as a baboon, and intolerably conceited, he spluttered, hlust(‘n*d, 
and disputed, without even knowing the principles upon which incui 
of sense render a reason, and screamed all the while like a pig whc*n 
they cut its throat. Another such Animaluccio is a brute of a Sicil- 
ian Marquis de who wrote something about Byron, lie in- 

dieted two days on us at Abbotsford. They never know what to 
make of themselves in the forenoon, but sit tormenting the women to 
play at proverbs and such trash. 

Foreigner of a different cast^ — Count Olonym (Olonyne — that's it), 
son of the President of the Royal Society and a captain in tin* Im- 
perial Guards. He is mean-looking and sickly, but has much smisc, 
candour, and general information. There was at Abbotsford, and is 
here, for education just now, a young Count Davidoff, with a tutor 
Mr.Collyer. He is a nephew of the famous Orloffs. It i.s (piitc .sur- 
prising how much sense and sound thinking this youth has at tbc‘ 
early age of sixteen, without the least self-conceit or forwanim'ss. 
On the contrary, he seems kind, modest, and ingenuous.* To ques- 
tions which I asked about the state of Russia he answered with the 
precision and accuracy of twice his years. I should be sorry the sav- 
ing were verified in him — 

“ So wise, so young, they say, do ne’er live long.”3 


Saw also at Abbotsford two Frenchmen whom I liked, friends of Miss 
Dumergiie. One, called Le Noir, is the author of a tragedy which In- 
had the grace never to quote, and which I, though poked hv some 
malicious persons, had not the grace even to hint at. They were 
disposed at first to be complimentary, but I convinced them it was 
not the custom here, and they took it well, and were agreeable. 

A little bilious this morning, for the first time thesis six months. 
It cannot be the London matters which stick on my stomaeli f,ir tint 
IS mending, and may have good effects on myself and others’ 

Dined with Eobert Cockbnrn. Company, Lord Melville’.-md fan. - 
ly , Sir John and Lady Hope ; Lord and Lady E. Kerr, and so fort li 
Combination of colliers general, and coals np to double in-iei- • tin- 
men will not yfOTk, although, ox rather iccait/c, they can iiiake ’from 
thirty to forty shillings per week. Lord E. K.’tolFns thai Im ha.ra 


mature life, amply 
justified Sir Walter’s prognostications. He 
pas, I understand, published in the Russian 
memory of Scott. 

jvell known, and considered as in a high degree 
honourable to his taste and learning.— [i{^9 ] 


5 Xiy Richard IIl^ Act m. Sc i 
Oi'lofi Davidoff lived to falsify thiH “savin- ' 
^ 1 “' 

ure of meeting with HcoU’h grout, gramld-uioh 
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letter from Lord Forbes (son of Enrl Granard, Ireland), that lie was 
asleep in bis bouse at Castle Forbes, wben awalceucd by a souse of 
suffocation wbitdi deprived bim of the power of stirring a limb, yet 
left bim tbe consciousness that the bouse was on lire. At tins mo- 
ment, and while bis apartment was in flames, liis large dog jumped on 
tbe bed, seized bis sbirt, and dragged liim to tbe staircase, wliere tbe 
fresb air restored bis powers of exertion and of escape. Tins is very 
different from most cases of preservation of life by tbe canine race, 
wben the animal generally jumps into the water, in wbicli [element] 
be has for(‘.e and skill. That of Are is as hostile to him as to man- 
kind. 

Noveniher 25. — Read Jeffrey’s neat and well-intended address’ to 
tbe mechanics upon their combinations. Will it do good ? Umpb. 
It takes only tbe hand of a Lilliputian to light a lire, but would re- 
quire tbe diuretic powers of Gulliver to extinguish, it. The Whigs 
will live and die in tbe heresy that the world is ruled by little pam- 
phlets and speeches, and that if you can sulliciently demonstrate that 
a line of conduct is most consistent witli men’s interest, you have 
therefore and thereby demonstrated that they will at length, after a 
few speeches on the subject, adopt it of course. In this case we 
would luive [no] need of laws or churches, for I am sure there is no 
difiiculty in proving that moral, regular, and steady habits conduce to 
men’s best interest, and that vice is not sin merely, but folly. But 
of these men each has passions and prejudices, tbe gratification of 
wbic-h lie prefers, not only to tbe general weal, but to that of liimself 
as an individual. Under the action of these wayward impulses a 
man drinks to-day though he is sure of starving to-morrow. He 
murders to-morrow though he is sure to be hanged on Wednesday; 
and people arc so slow to believe that which makes against their own 
})red<)minant passions, that mechanics will combine to raise the price 
for one w(H‘k, though they destroy the manufa,cI,uro forever. The best 
remedy seems to be th(‘ probable suj)])ly of labourers from other 
tra(l(‘s. Jelfrey proj)oses each meehanic- shall h'arti souh‘ other trade 
t han his own, and so bav(^ two strings to his bow. He does not (‘on- 
si<hu‘ the hmgtli of a, doubh^ apprentic.eshij). d'o make a man a, good. 
w(‘av(‘r and a, good tailor w'ould najuirc' a.s mmh tim(‘, as the patriarch 
s(‘rv(Ml for his two wiva's, ami after all, lu^ would be but a ])oor work- 
man at (‘itln/r craft, hkudi mechaiii<‘. has, indcaal, a second trade, for 
h(‘ <*au dig and do rustic work. Ikuhaps tlu^ Ix^st ri^ason for l)r(a'ik- 
ing n[) lh(‘ assoc.iatioii will ])rov(^ U) he tln^ expcmditiua; of the mon- 
(‘V w'hich they ha,ve beem sim[)l<‘. (‘iiough to l(‘vy from th(‘. industrious 
for th(‘. support of the idh‘. How muck provision for tJu^ sick and 
the ag(al, the widow' and tin*, orphan, has beam exquunhal in th<‘. at- 
t(‘m[)t to get wag(\s which the. manufa(d,iir(ir cannot afford tJnun, with 
any prolitable chance of stdling his (*ommo(iity ^ 


* Coiiih'inationa of Workmen. Sub.stiiijc.d (if a ; |i<;<‘('.h liy KnuiciH .U'dVt'y, Hvo. Kdin. lK'2r>. 
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1 had a bad fall last night coming home. There were unfinishe, 
hoases at the east end of Atholl Place,' and ^ I was on foot i 
crossed the street to aroid the material which lay about; but d.- 
ceived by the moonlight, I stepped ankle-deep in a sea of iniul (hon- 
est earth and water, thank Ood), and fell on my hands ^cvcr «as 
there such a representative of Wall in Pyramus and lhisl>c‘— I \\ as 
absolutely rough-cast. Luckily Lady S. had retired when I eainr 
home; so I enjoyed my tub of water without either rcinonstrance ur 
condolences. Cockburn’s hospitality will get the benefit and rcmown 
of my downfall, and yet has no claim to it. In future though, 1 nuis! 
take a coach at night — a control on one s freedom, ^ Wiiiiin 
but it must be submitted to. I found a letter from afi(‘r 
[R.] C[adellJ, giving a cheering account of things in 
London. Their correspondent is getting into his was uuahu* to a 
strength. Three days ago I would have been con- 
tented to buy this consola^ as Judy Bays,® dearer than by a dozcm falls 
in the mud. For had the great Constable fallen, 0 iny couiitrymon, 
what a fall were there ! 

Mrs. Coutts, with the Duke of St. Albans and Lady Chariot ft* I loan- 
clerk, called to take leave of us. When at Abbotsford his suit throve* 
but coldly. She made me, I believe, her confidant in sincerity.® She 
had refused him twice, and decidedly. He was merely on ilw, fo«»t™ 
ing of friendship. I urged it was akin to love. She allowed slu* 
might marry the Duke, only she had at present not the least iiiteiitiiui 
that way. Is this frank admission more favorable for the Duke than 
an absolute protestation .against the possibility of such a marriage t 
1 think not It is the fashion to attend Mrs. Coutts’ parties aiitT t.> 
abuse her. I have always found her a kind, friendly woman, without 
either affectation or insolence in the display of her wealth, and must 
willing to do good if the means be shown to her. She (uiu be \ <*r\ 
entertaining too, as she speaks without scruple of her stage lift*. So 
much wealth can hardly be enjoyed without some ostentation. But 
what then? If the Duke marries her, he ensures an immcuisi* fort - 
une; if she marries him, she has the first rank. If lu* marrirs a 
woman older than himself by twenty years, she marries a man vouii**^. 
er in wit by twenty degrees. I do not think he will dlhundkv bur 
fortune-he seems quiet and gentle. I do not think that she will 
abuse his softness— of disposition, shall I say, or of heart? J'ln* dis- 
parity of ages concerns no one but themselves ; so they ha,v(‘ mv Con 
sent to marr)q if they can get each other’s. Just as this is written 
enter my Lord of St. Albans and Lady Charlotte, to beg I would ren- 
ommend a book of sermons to Mrs. Coutts. Much oblige, 1 fl,l I,,.,- 

ml aSSKS in nv™, 


w+w « — 7t. ijvra uocKDurn's 

^ther, was then living at No. 7 Atholl Cres- 

2 This alludes to a strange old woman keen- 
amoug the Wicklow moun^t- 
ains, who, among a world of oddities cut short 


+1,... * ■ ■ iiH* oriic Linii cif 

the terramation. Consala for coniol.tj i.,j| 
iRitheration, etc. i.i,., 

and all hor 

^ See the Duchess’s Letter, p. dM. 


1825.] 


JOURNAL 


13 


good opinion: recommended Logan’s^ — one poet slioiild always 
speak for another. The mission, I suppose, was a little display 
on tlie part of good Mrs. Goiitts of authority over her high aristo- 
cratic suitor. 1 do not suspect her of turning devote^ and retract 
mv consent given as above, unless she remains “lively, brisk, and 

Dined quiet with wife and daughter. R[obert] Cadell looked in 
in tlie evening on business. 

[ here register my purpose to practise economics. I have little 
temptation to do otherwise. Abbotsford is all that I can make it, 
and too large for the property ; so 1 resolve — 

No more building ; 

No purchases of land till times arc quite safe ; 

No buying books or expensive trifles — I mean to any extent ; and 

Clearing off encumbrances, with the returns of this year’s la- 
bour ; — 

Which resolutions, with health and my habits of industry, will 
make me “ sleep in spite of thunder.” 

After all, it is hard that the vagabond stock-jobbing Jews should, 
for their own purposes, make such a shake of credit as now exists in 
London, and menace the credit of men trading on sure funds like 
II[ursf] and R[ol)inson]. It is just like a set of pickpockets, who 
raise a mob, in which honest folks are knocked down and plundered, 
that they may pillage safely in the midst of the confusion they liavc 
excited. 

November 20. — The (‘-ourt met late, and sat till om ; detained from 
that hour till four o’clock, being engaged in the perplexed affairs of 
Mr. James Stewart of Lriigh. This young gentleman is heir to a 
]>rop(u*ty of better than .£l()0() a year in Crkiiey. Ills mother mar- 
ried v(‘ry young, and was wife, mother, and widow in th(‘, course of 
th(‘ first year, lleing iiiifortunatcJy under the dirt'.crtion of a careless 
ag(‘nt, she was unlucky enough to embarrass her own affairs by many 
transactions with this p(‘rson. I was ask(‘d to a(a.‘,e.pt> tlu^ situation of 


l was t(» ;tivo 

Uii;! ii|) in coiisctiucnca 
«>(' my own luisfort 
uin':;. 


one of th<^ son’s curators; and trust to clear out his 
affairs and hers — at hsast, I will not fa,il for want of 
applieation. I havi^ lent Inu' £300 on a, se(‘.ond 
(and tlnuad’ore doubtful) scamrity over her house in 
N<‘winglon, houglit- for £1000, a, nd on whi<di £(>00 is ahaaidy scciinal. 
I hav<‘ no (‘onnection with th<‘ family ex(a‘pt that of ('.ompassion, and 
may not b{‘ r(*wardc<l eve.n by thanks when tln^ yoong man comes of 
ag(‘. I hav(‘ known my father ofl.en so tn*a.t.ed by those; whom he 
had labourtal to serve;. Lut if wa; do not run sonu‘ hazard in our at- 


1 Th<‘ Ilcv. John Loj-'-'Ci, minisUT <»{’ .Sojitli 
Ucilti, I71H ITHS. 'I’iK' *• Scnimii;; ” wvrii not 
publi: hi*<l until IT'ioaU. 

For ati afrooiint of her visit to Abholslbnl, 


took plac.o. on .Fuius lb, tlio lady having 

previously aslenl t lui oonsent ol' (Jeorgo iv.I ! A 
droll acronnt of lln^ r(M-<‘pt,ion of her Mt'rcurr 
italdut ut Windsor is giv<'n in tljo North British 
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tempts to do good, where is the merit of them? So I will i>ring 
through my Orkney laird if I can. Dined at home quiet with Lady 
S. and Anne. 

Fovemher 21 . — Some time since John Murray entereci into a con- 
tract with my son-in-law, John Gr. Lockhart, giving him on ctTtairj 



both from talents and character. v 

two stagers have taken alarm at Lockhart’s character as a satirist, 
and his supposed accession to sonie of the freaks in BIaekmHHi\s 
Magazine, and down comes young D’lsraeli^ to Scotland inijdoring 
Lockhart to make interest with my friends in London to removt* (>!»- 
jections, and so forth. I have no idea of telling all and sundry that 
my son-in-law is not a slanderer, or a silly thoughtless lad, although 
he was six or seven years ago engaged in some light satires. I (uily 
wrote to Heber and to Southey — the first upon the subject of the re- 
ports which had startled Murray (the most timorous, as Byron called 
him, of all God’s booksellers), and such a letter as he may show Bar- 
row if he judges proper. To Southey I wrote more generally, ac- 
quainting him of my son’s appointment to the Editorship, amriniui’ 
tioning his qualifications, touching, at the same time, on his very 
slight connection with Blackwood’s Magazine, and his inmxumci* a's 
to those gambades which may have given of ence, and whi(‘h, I fear, 
they may ascribe too truly to an eccentric neighbour of tiuur own' 

I also mentioned that I had heard nothing of the affair until the 
month of October. I am concerned that Southey should know this • 
for, having been at the Lakes in September, I would not hav{‘ hiui 
suppose that I had been using interest with Canning or Ellis to 
supersede young Mr Coleridge/ their editor, and place uiy son-in-luw 
in the situation; indeed I was never more surprised than whim fliin 
proposal came upon us I.suppose it had come from CanniiKr 
nally as he was sounding Anne when at Colonel Bolton’s* a ho7ii 

ject. Other views are held out to Lockhart which mavliin. 

SieTtTi (John Cay“ of Charlton) knows ?l„. ,■ 

ptofe,™ mrelVS? f cSSo?™”’ 


eighty-fifth year 

consaeS™” Bea- 


* Storrs, WiiKlcniiorf*. 

If of tin* S.-ntch I!ar. > h. 5 


= -IS S. rsylo. C0.ena.e ^ 
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all was right, that D’ Israeli was sent to me, not to Lockhart, and that 
I was only invited to write two confidential letters, and other incohe- 
rencies — which intimate liis fright has got into another quarter. It 
is interlined and franked by Barrow, which shows that all is well, 
and that John’s induction into his office will be easy and pleasant. 
I have not the least fear of his success ; his talents want only a 
worthy sphere of exertion. He must learii, however, to despise petty 
adversaries. No good sportsman ought to shoot at crows unless for 
some special purpose. To take notice of such men as llazlitt and 
Hunt in the Quarterly would be to introduce tlicm into a world 
which is scarce conscious of their existence. It is odd enougli that 
many years since I had the principal share in erecting this Review 
which has been since so prosperous, and now it is placed under the 
management of my son-in-law upon the most honourable principle of 
detur digniori. Yet there arc sad drawbacks so far as family com- 
fort is concerned. To-day is Sunday, when they always dined with 
us, and generally met a family friend or two, but we are no longer to 
expect them. In the country, where their little cottage was within 
a mile or two of Abbotsford, we shall miss their society still more, 
for Chiefswood was the perpetual object of our walks, rides, and 
drives. Lockhart is such an excellent family man, so fond of his 
wife and child, that I hope all will go well. A letter from Lockhart 
in the evening. All safe as to his unanimous reception in London ; 
his predecessor, young [Coleridge], handsonndy, and like a gentleman, 
oilers Jiis assistance as a contributor, etc. 

November 28. — I have the less (Ircad, or rather the less anxiety, 
about the consecpiciujes of this migration, that I repose much confi- 
dence in Sophia’s tact and good sense. Her manners are good, and 
have the appearance of being perfectly natural. She is (piitc con- 
scious of tile limited range of lier musical talents, and never makes 
them common or produces them out of ])lace, — a rare virtue; more- 
over she is proud luiough, and will not be ('asily lu'tted a,nd jiatron- 
ised by any of that class of ladies who may be (railed Lion-providers 
for town and country. Slur is domestic besidi's, and will not Ixr dis- 
|)os('d to gad about, dinui she seems an economist., and on .bJU)()(),^ 
living (jui(rt.ly, theu’e should b(‘ something to save. Lockhart must 
be likcid whenr his good ((ualili(‘s anr knowm, and wlnrrii his fund of 
information has room to b(‘ display(‘d. Lul, notwithstanding a hand- 
soniir 1 ‘xterior and face, I am not sure he. wdll sncceixl in London So- 
(riety ; Inr sonietim(‘s larviu'ses tin* proverb, and gives the volte .streUe a 
peusiere srioltij withdraws his attention from the compa,n>y or attach- 
es himself to some individual, gits into a c.orner, and sinnns to bir 


» Mooni records Scott, told him “I.ock- 
hartwiiK aliiMit. to undertake the Ouarlfrli/, has 
agreed lor live yi-an;; salary XCJOO a yisir; ami 
if he writes a C(*rtaiii inuulM'r <»f articles it. will 


Old. til), vol. iv. ji. :t;{l. JedVey had a year 
as Kditor of the Kdiiiliurph, and for <‘<>n 

trihutors: June, see MooriVs Dian/. vol, 

iv. n. HD. 
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qum the rest. This is the want of early habits of beni- lu .so.-u.ty, 
Hi a life led much at college. Nothing is, however, so ,;o,m Hr, an, 
so deservedly so, as to take an interest m whatever is going torwar.l 
in society. A wise man always finds his account in it, and will re- 
ceive information and fresh views of life even in the .society -i fools. 
Abstain from society altogether when you are not able _t<; j, lay some 
part in it. This reserve, and a sort of Hidalgo air joine.l to liis 
character as a satirist, have done the best-hiiinoiired tellow in the 
world some injury in the opinion of Edinburgh folks. In la-mbm it 
is of less consequence whether he please in general society or not 
since if he can establish himself as a genius it will only be e, ailed 
“Pretty Fanny’s Way.” 

People make me the oddest requests. It is not iiimsual ft»r an 
Oxonian or Cantab, who has outrun his allowance, and of whuia I 
know nothing, to apply to me for the loan of £20, £f>0, or .i'KHi. A 
captain of the Danish naval service writes to me, that heinsx in dis- 
tress for a sum of money by which he might transport himself to 
Columbia, to ofier his services in assisting to free that pnoinoe, 
he had dreamed I generously made him a present of it. I ean 
tell him his dream by contraries. I begin to lintl, like Jo.stqdi Sur- 
face, that too good a character is inconvenient. 1 don't know wliiit 
I have done to gain so much credit for generosity, but 1 suspmq I 
owe it to being supposed, as Puff^ says, one of those “ whom Heav- 
en has blessed with affluence.” Not too much of that neither, my 
dear petitioners, though I may thank myself that your itlens are not 
correct. 

Dined at Melville Castle, whither I went through a snow-storm. 
I was glad to find myself once more in a place connected with many 
happy days. Met Sir R. Dundas and my old friend George, now 
Lord Abercromby,^ with his lady, and a beautiful girl, his daughter. 
He is what he always was — the best-humoured man living; and our 
meetings, now more rare than usual, are seasoned with a n'cnllfctiMn 
of old frolics and old friends. I am entertained to see him just tiie 
same he has always been, never yielding up his own opiiiicm in 
and yet in words acquiescing in all that could he said against it. 
George was always like a willow— he never offered resistanVc to tin* 
breath of argument, but never moved from his rooted opinion, bhfw 
as it listed. Exaggeration might make those peculiarities highh 
dramatic: Conceive a man who always seems to he acijuieseiug in TouV 
sentiments, yet never changes his own, and this with a sort of7/^/^. 
homie which shows there is not a particle of deceit intendisL Hr is 
only desirous to spare you the trouble of contradiction. 

November 29.— A letter from Southey, malcoiiteiit about- Murray 
having accomplished the change in the Quarterly without sprakin^ 


Sheridan’s GHiic^ Act i. Sc. 2. 
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to him, and quoting the twaddle of some old woman, male or female, 
about Lockhart's earlier (Vesprit^ hut eoueluding most kindly that 
in regard to my daughter and me he did not mean to withdraw. That 
he has done yeoman’s service to the Jievieio is certain, with his gem- 
ills, his universal reading, his powers of regular industry, and at the 
outset a name which, though less generally popular than it deserves, 
is still too respectahle to be withdrawn without injury. I could not 
in reply point out to him what is the truth, that his rigid Toryism 
and High Church prejudices rendered him an unsafe counsellor in a 
matter where the spirit of the age must he consulted ; hut I pointed 
out to him what I am sure is true, that Murray, apprehensive of liis 
displeasure, had not ventured to write to him out of mere timidity 
and not from any [^^intention to olfendj. 1 treated [lightly ] his old 
woman’s apprehensions and cautions, and all that gossip about friends 
and enemies, to which a splendid number or two will be a siiflicient 
answer, and 1 accepted with due acknowledgment his proposal of con- 
tinued support. I cannot say I was afraid of his withdrawing. Lock- 
hart will have hard w’ords wdth him, for, great as Southey’s powers 
arc, he has not the art to make them work popularly ; he is often dif- 
fuse, and frequently sets much value on minute and unimportant facts, 
and useless pieces of abstruse knowledge. Living too exclusively in 
a circle where he is idolised both for his genius and the excellence 
of his dis})ositioii, he has acquired strong prcjudi(‘.es, though all of 
an upright and honourable cast, lie rides his High Church hobby 
too hard, and it will not do to run a tilt upon it against all the worhl. 
(jrilford used to crop his articles considerably, and they bear mark of 
it, being sometimes decoumes. Southey said that Gilford cut out his 
7n kid le joints. When John comes to use the carving-knife I fear Dr. 
Southey will not be so tractable. Nous verrons. I will not show 
KSouthey’s letter to LocLhart, for there is to him personally no friend- 
ly tone, and it would startle the Hidalgo’s ])ride. It is to be wished 
tlicy may draw kindly together. South(‘y says most truly that even 
those who most undervalue his riq)utation would, were he to with- 
draw from the Rvvivw^ exaggerate the loss it would tliereby sustain. 
The bottom of all tluise fimds, though not named, is Illavkumod^^ 
M(((j((zinv \ all the s<{uihs of whi(‘.h, which hav(i sometimes (‘xplodi'd 
among the Lakm's, Lockhart is rendered ac(U)untal)l(‘- for. He must 
now (‘X(‘rt hims(ilf at onc.e with spirit and f)rud(mc,e.* Ib^. has good 
ba(*king-— Canning, Lishop IMomlield, Gilford, Wright, Croker, Will 


> TIh' followiiif' oxtriict from a, IcUor to Cro 
fcrt-;or Wil.soti, urK<*iitly claimitiy Iuk aid, shows 
that tlio new editor had lost, no tamo in luokiiiK 
tiller hiK “lit'st Nnmher’’: — 

“Mr. ( 'oli'i’idee reMf(‘rd:iv t raiish'rred to 


Nnmher or l nhotild he in a pnd.ly liohhle. My 
helief in that he; lia.s been iiv'iiifj: on (he st.oek 
heqnt'iitlKal Iiy (Jill'ord, and lln^ eonlrihiit.ioii.s 

of ii net of n <‘K and otloM’ <1— d idiots of 

Oriel. Unt mind now, WiI.‘':on, I am Hure lo 

IwLV'o :i nuiKt. hunl Ml io iin n. Vi'VV !*’(wul 
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■r^ j • +T,nr<a Tint besides the Douglas An excellent plot, c*x- 

Ilose,--and is preparations? It was no plot of my inak- 

eellentWs that [ithvasl, th,..,.h I 

n“em Card aVCd of the matter till first a hint from W n-ht ami 
K the formal proposal of Murray to Lockhart anmnim-...! I la- 
itve and cLrles Ellis were the prime movers. 1 11 puzzl.- 

inv brains no more about it« ^ it** * 

^Dined at Justice -Clerk’s— the Presideu^Captain Smollcft. of.'., 
—our new Commander-in-chief, Hon. Sir Robert 0 Calhi^diau, l.iothei 
to Earl of Lismore, a fine soldierly -looking man with ..r.lrrs ami 
badges his brother, an agreeable man, whom I met at Lowthei 
Castle ftis season. He composes his own music and .sings liis „ 
poetry-has much humour, enhanced by a strong touch of natiun.al 
Llect, which is always a rich sauce to an Irishmans good fhiiigm. 
Dandyish, but not offensively, and seems to have a warm fcojing for 
the credit of his country— rather inconsistent with the trifling and 
selfish quietude of a mere man of society. 

November 30.— I am come to the time when those who lo«»k out 
of the windows shall be darkened. I must now wear spc(‘ta<*h*s vi>m. 
stantlyin reading and writing, though till this winter I have a 

shift by using only their occasional assistance. Although my healf h 
cannot be better, I feel my lameness becomes sometimes painful, ami 
often inconvenient. Walking on the pavement or causi^wa}* gives 
me trouble, and I am glad when I have accomplished my return on 
foot from the Parliament House to Castle Street, though 1 ean (tak- 
ing a competent time, as old Braxie^ said on another o(*{‘asi<m ) walk 
five or six miles in the country with pleasure. such things 

must come, and be received with cheerful submission. .My early 
lameness considered, it was impossible for a man labouriug uiider a 
bodily impediment to have been stronger or more activ(‘ tliaii I ha\'e. 
been, and that for twenty or thirty years. Seams will slit, an<l el- 
bows will out, quoth the tailor; and as I was fifty -four <ui I oth An 
gust last, my mortal vestments are none of the newest. Phen W alter, 
Charles, and Lockhart are as active and liandsomo young felhovs as 
you can see; and while they enjoy strength and activity I can hanilv 
be said to want it. I have perhaps all my life set an undue \ alue <*n 
these gifts. Yet it does appear to me that high and indcppudeiit 
feelings are naturally, though not uniformly or iuseparahly, eoinir.n 
ed with bodily advantages. Strong men arc usually gooddiuniourrd. 
and active men often display the same elasticity of luind as (.f . 

These are superiorities, however, that are often misused. Ihit < 
for these things God shall call us to judgment. 

Some months since I joined with other literary folks in Mihsrrib- 

1 This probably refers to Archibald, Lord For notices of i ^ 

Douglas, ^vbo had married the Lady Frances vol i^pp 
Scott sister of Henry, Dulce of Buccleuch. 2 Robert 

Lord Douglas died on the 26tli December, 1827, C)ork from uS- ho dil. i u?»n ’ 
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ing a petition for a pension to Mrs. G-. of L.,* wliicli we tlioiiglit was 
a tribute merited by her works as an authoress, and, in my opinion, 
much more by the firmness and elasticity of mind with which she 
had. borne a succession of great domestic calamities. Unhappily 
there was only about £100 open on the pension list, and this the 

minister assigned in equal portions to Mrs. G , and a distressed 

lady, grand-danghtcr of a forfeited Scottish nobleman. Mrs. G , 

proud as a Highland-woman, vain as a poetess, and absurd as a blue- 
stocking, has taken this partition in malam partem^ and written to 
Lord Melville about her merits, and that her friends do not consider 
her claims as being faiidy canvassed, with something like a demand 
that her petition be submitted to the King. This is not the way to 
make her plack a hawhee, and Lord M., a little miffed, in turn, sends 

the whole correspondence to me to know whether Mrs. G will 

accept the £50 or not. Now, hating to deal with ladies when they 
are in an unreasonable humour, I have got the good-humoured “ Man 
of Feeling ” to find out the lady’s mind, and I take bn myself the task 
of making her peace with Lord M. There is no great doubt how it 
wdll end, for your scornful dog will always cat your dirty pudding.* 
After all, the poor lady is greatly to be pitied ; — her sole remaining 
daughter, deep and far gone in a decline, has been seized with aliena- 
tion of mind. 

Dined with my cousin, R[obert] R[uthcrford], being the first in- 
vitation since my uncle’s death, and our cousin Lieutenant-Colonel 
RusselF of Ashcstiel, with his sister Anne — the former newly re- 
turned from India — a tine gallant fellow', and distinguished as a cav- 
alry ofiiccr. He came overland from India and has observed a good 

deal. General L of L , in Logan’s orthography a jmol., Sir 

William Hamilton, Miss Peggie Swinton, William Keith, and others. 
Knight Marischal not w'cll, so unable to attend the convocation of 
kith and kin. 


I Mrs*. (Jnint of uutlior <»r Lr/trrs r<nv iiioiU.IiM laU^r, when lie unvvillinp:ly “irn- 

from (hr of (In' /li(/lt~ jiel ie.osc'd Mi(i p:rii(illily ” lor tho eritiqun on 

/a/uh’/'.s’, <‘t(% Died at. Kdin. in IHdH, a;Ljed Hit. Oull.'s O/arn. S('e this .lournnl, 24, 

3 Afterwards Major-(J(‘n('ral Sir .hinn^H UnK» 
ScoK, had not the sniallest hesitation in .sell, (hO. It. Ho died at A.shGKtiol in IHfiU in 
applying thi.s unsavoury proverb to Uhnself a hi.s 7HtU year. 



DECEMBER 
to* 1.-C01...1 E[.rf] .oia ~ 

^.rnmenthad discovered an ingenious mode of dimnns nng no ninn 
brof bnrlgs of widows. It seems the Shaster pos.ljvclv .•np-ius 
that the pile shall be so constructed that, if 1 

even at the moment when it is set on fire, she 11 .1} .still lui. ■ 

means of saving herself. The Brahmins soon ul I'-it i. o 

to assist the resolution of the sufferers, by means of . litt . p i t-, 
which they contrive to let the poor widow sink, so as to pirn ( 11 
reaping any benefit from a late repentance. But the t.ovcninu'iit ms 
brought them back to the regard of their law, and only pci nut t he 
burning to go on when the pile is constructed with full opjmrt unity 
of a ImLs pmitentia. Yet the widow is so degraded if she .lari' t.. 
survive, that the number of burnings is still great. Ihe nt 

female children destroyed by the Eajput tribes Colonel K. (irst-nh.'s 
as very great indeed. They are strangled by the inothei. ilu* |*nii ‘ 
ciple is the aristocratic pride of these high castes, who breetl up im 
more daughters than they can reasonably hope to iind inatehes \nv in 
their own tribe. Singular how artificial systems of eaii In* 

made to overcome that love of offspring which seenm instinetivr in 
the females, not of the human race only, but of tlie io\v(*r aniiuals. 
This is the reverse of our system of increasing game by sli(M»titig tin* 
old cock-birds. It is a system would aid Maltlius nirely. 

Mta hene^ the day before yesterday I signed the bond f<»r 
with Constable, for relief of Robinson’s house. ^ I am to Ih‘ semjrrd 
by good bills. 

I think this journal will suit me well. If I can (max myself inli^ 
an idea that it is purely voluntary, it may go on — lYfflla dlts sh/t 
lined. But never a being, from my infancy upwards, bate*! ta^k-\\ nrk 
as I hate it; and yet I have done a great deal in my day. It is m.| 
that I am idle in my nature neither. But propose to im‘ i<> *!«» nm* 
thing, and it is inconceivable the desire I have to do s*)mt‘{liiiii:’ « 1 »• 
— not that it is more easy or more pleasant, but just, bet'aiise it is 
escaping from an imposed task. I cannot trace this h)V*‘ <tf <stutni 
diction to any distinct source, but it has haunted m(‘ all my lifV. I 
could almost suppose it was mechanical, and that th<‘ inipn.siti.ui of 
apiece of duty-labour operated on me like the mace of a bad billiard 


y See anfe, p. 12. Mr. James Ballantyne and Sir Waller in the projiriclv (.( ;i-,i tiu ' 
Mr. Cadell concurred with. Mr. Constable and son. 
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player, wliicli gives an impulse to the hall indeed, but sends it off at 
a tangent different from the course designed by tlie player. Now, if 
1 expend such eccentric movements on this journal, it will be turn- 
ing this wretched propensity to- some tolerable account. If I had 
thus employed the hours and half-hours which I have whiled away 
in putting off something that must needs be done at last, “ My Con- 
science 1” I should have had a journal witli a witness. Sophia and 
Lockhart came to Edinburgh to-day and dined with us, meeting Hec- 
tor Macdonald Buchanan, his lady, and Missie, James Skene and his 
lady, Lockhart’s friend Cay, etc. They are lucky to be able to assem- 
ble so many real friends, whose good wishes, I am sure, will follow 
them in their new undertaking. 

December 2. — Rather a blank day for the Qurnal. Correcting 
proofs in the morning. Court from half-past ten till two ; poor dear 
Colin Mackenzie, one of the wisest, kindest, and best men of his 
time, in the country, — 1 fear with very indifferent health. From two 
till three transacting business with J. B. ; all seems to go smoothly. 
Sophia dined with us alone, Lockhart being gone to the west to bid 
farewell to his father and brothers. Evening spent in talking with 
Sophia on their future pros[)ects. God bless lier, poor girl ! she never 
gave me a moment’s reason to complain of her. But, 0 my God! 
that poor delicate child, so clever, so animated, yet holding by this 
earth with so fearfully slight a tenure. Never out of his mother’s 
thoughts, almost never out of his father’s arms when he has but a sin- 
gle moment to give to anything, De:m 'pnnyklvhit, 

December Ik — R. 1\ (Id came to call last night to excuse himself 
from dining with Lockhart’s friends to-day. 1 really fear he is near 
an actual standstill. He has been extremely improvident. When 1 
first knew him he had an excellent estate, and now he is dejirived, I 
feai*, of th(‘ whole reversion of the price, and this from no vice or ex- 
tnuiK', except, a wasteful mode of buying piidurtis and other cr>stly 
trilh's at high price's, aiul selling tlu'm again fi>r nothing, besides an 
extravagant houseki'cping and profuse hos})itality. An excc'lh'ut dis- 
position, witli a considerabb' fund of aiapiinul knowledge, would have 
r(‘ndt‘r(‘d liim an agrtu'able companion, had h(i not airta.*.t(ul singular- 
ity, ami r(‘ii(l(U’ed himsi'if ac.cordingly singularly alb'ct.e.d. lie was 
V('ry iH'ar Ix'ing a pot't — but, a miss is as good as a mile, and h(^ al- 
ways fell short of tlu' mark. 1 knew him first., many years ago, wd urn 
Ik' was desirous of my ac({uainl.an<*(^ ; but h(‘. was too poeti(%‘il for me, 
or I was not po(‘tical ('iiough for him, so that w(^ c,ont,inii('d only or- 
dinary a<‘<piaint.aiice, with goodwill on eitlu'r si(h‘, which R. B. (b 

* UnbiTl Cillic '. niK (« piiiprict or of a Iml. iiiont jicnu'VoriiiK *>1' niy fri('iulH -- ]tcr- 

gooil (•; i;ilf III Kincaithnc hue. ;iMtl MicmlxT of r.cvcririjf in spito <>l' my vvaywiirdiu'S::. ” Mr 
tin* Six it ill |5;ir. It 1 pl<‘ i. aiil to Itmi Mr Oil vinirr. i>/ d I.itivurij Viti'ran, iiii’liulin}'; Skclch 
lie: expre. nr: hi : "l atiltnlc (<tr w hat SirWal imer .Viircdotr:: iif' tlio liior.l, (list ilifpl islu-d 

trr liail (lour !or him murr than iwridv livi* l.iirrarv Cliaraclrn: I'rom 17'.)1 to ISI'.) (d vol.i.. 
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Mason He had made some translations from the (.ennan, whi.-h Im 
a “ extremely Twelll-for give him ideas and he never wants .-hoiec 
S good wordsiand Lockhlrt had got Constable to offer sonu. sort 
of terms for them. R P. G. has always, though po.sse.ssmg a be.- til i- 
fnl power of handwriting, had some whim or other ab.mt jmitaf ing 
that^f some other person, and has written for mouths tn the tin. a- 
tion of one or other of his friends. At present he has remmnee. 1 t h is 
amusement, and chooses to write with a brush upon large eartri.ige 
paper, somewhat in the Chinese fashion,-so when his work, wfueh 
was only to extend to one or two volumes, arrived on the shoulders 
of two porters, in immense bales, our jolly bibliopolist backed <nit ot 
the treaty, and would have nothing more to do with K. I . lie is a 
creature that is, or would he thought, of imagination all eonipa^d ^ and 
is influenced hy strange whims. But he is a kind, harmless, friend- 
ly soul, and I fear has been cruelly plundered of money, whidi he 
now wants sadly. 

Dined with Lockhart’s friends, about fifty in nuiuher, who gave 
him a parting entertainment. John Hope, Bolicitor-ireneral, in the 
chair, and Robert Dundas [of Arniston], croupier. The companv moNt 
highly respectable, and any man might be proud of sueh an iiidiea' 
tion of the interest they take in his progress in life. Tory priueijdes 
rather too violently upheld hy some speakers. 1 came home abuut 
ten ; the party sat late. 

December 4. — Lockhart and Sophia, with his hrotiier Will lain, 
dined with us, and talked over our separation, and the mode of thrir 
settling in London, and other family topics. 

December 5. — ^This morning Lockhart and Sophia hdt ns early, 
and without leave-taking; when I rose at eight o’clock they wrrr 
gone. This was very right. I hate red eyes and blowing cd n^srs. 
Agere et pati Romanum est. Of all schools commend nu^ to tho Sto» 
ics. We cannot indeed overcome our affections, nor ought we if wo 
could, hut we may repress them within due bounds, ami avoi<l coax - 
ing them to make fools of those who should be their masters. I havo 
lost some of the comforts to which I chiefly looked for (‘iijovmont. 
Well, I must make the more of such that remained Oil hh'ss tiii'iH. 
And SO I will unto my holy work again, which at pntsimt is tin* 
description of that heilige Kleeblatt^ that worshipful triumvirate, I hin- 
ton, Robespierre, and Marat. 

yasjiowever warmly welcomed 3 vols. Its failure with tho imblic iircvozhrti v 
hL J repetition oftho experiment ^ 

him £100 for his bulky mss., and issued the 

hook in 1825 under the title of ncJlfapicB%, 2 King Bichard III , Aa m. 


JOURNAL 


23 


1825.] 

I cannot conceive what possesses me, over every person besides, 
to mislay papers. I received a letter Saturday at e’m, enclosing a bill 
for £750 ; oio deaf nuts. Well, I read it, and note the contents; and 
this day, as if it had been a wind-bill in the literal sense of the words, 
I search everywhere, and lose three hours of iny morning — turn over 
all my confusion in the writing-desk — break open one or two letters, 
lest 1 should have enclosed the sweet and quickly convertible docu- 
ment in them, — send for a joiner, and disorganise my scrutoire, lest 
it should have fallen aside by mistake. I hnd it at last — the place 
where is of little consequence ; but this trick must be amended. 

Dined at the Royal Society Club, where, as usual, was a pleasant 
meeting of from twenty to twenty-five. It is a very good institution ; 
we pay two guineas only for six dinners in the year, present or ab- 
sent. Dine at five, or rather half-past five, at the Royal Hotel, where 
we have an excellent dinner, with soups, fish, etc., and all in good or- 
der ; port and sherry till half-past seven, then cofiee, and we go to the 
Society. This has great influence in keeping up the attendance, it 
being found that this preface of a good dinner, to be paid for wheth- 
er you partake or not, brings out many a philosopher who might not 
otherwise have attended the Society. Harry Mackenzie, now in his 
eighty-second or third year, read part of an Essay on Dreams. Supped 
at Dr. Russell’s usual party,* which shall serve for one while. 

Decern, her 6. — A rare thing this literature, or love of fame or noto- 
riety which accompanies it. Here is Mr. ll[cnry] M[ackcnzie] on the 
very brink of human dissolution, as actively anxious about it as if the 
curtain must not soon be closed on that and everything else.'"* He 
calls me his literary confessor; and I am sure I am glad to return 
the kindnesses which he showed me long since in George Square. 
No man is less known from his writings. We would suppose a re- 
tired, modest, somewhat afCectcd man, with a white handkerchief, and 
a sigh r(‘a<ly for every sentiment. No such thing: IL M. is alert as 
a eontraetiiig tailor’s needle in every sort of business — a politician 
and a s{)(jrtsin;in — shoots ami lishes in a sort even to this day — and 
is tlu^ lib^ oF th(‘ company with amaulote and fun. Sometimes, his 
daughter t(*lls me, lu‘. is in low spirits at home, hut really I never see 
anytliing of it in soeit'ty. 

Th(‘r(‘ is a maxim almost universal in S(‘otland, which I should 
like much to sc(‘ controlled. Every youth, of (wau'y tempeu' and al- 
most <‘V(‘ry dcs<'ription of (diaracd(u*, is s(mt (‘ither to st.udy for the 
bar, or to a writer’s ollici^ as an appnmlha*. The Scottish Siumi to 
conceive* Tlnunis tlu! most powaut'ul of godd(‘.ss(^s. Is a, la.<l stupid, 


i 01' tlit* ui.iny I'liliiiliui'i'h fnijipcr,! (ifthi:: !'•> 
riod, ( (mtiii'Mniiratcd hy l.nrd ( 'iK kluini, tml tin? 
lea. t plra. aiit ua-rr Itir Iri'-utlly p:ill)rnn,y i in 
'.ill I'larr, the louii Ihui. r «il 1 M*. 

Jaiii''.; Uu: . «’ll, I’l'nli* nr <i! riinn .il Snrj'iTv. 


and art' (n'rai ioually nn'iit ioiicd m llu' Journal, 
Dr. iai: :.(dl died in 

Mr, ,Mru'kc'nzn‘ had been conrult ini' Sir W'al- 
ter alHiiit. cidbM’l uiH hi:; own |uvriiib‘ portry - 
,» i,. 'I'houj'h llu'. vi’iii'ial do author (d‘ VVir 


_L wLn in fact he only rises at tavern dinners. L p.m .s.,m- su.-l. 
wild Views lawyers and writers multiply till there i.s no life i. u' t l.om, 
and men give up the chase, hopeless and exhausted uml !,o. into in- 
“my at five-and-twenty, instead of eighteen wi h a urn tor .-xp.-ns,- 
perhaps— almost certainly for profligacy, and with a lieait einlntt.-i.-d 
against the loving parents or friends who compelled them to lose six 
of seven vears in dusting the rails of the stair with their hl.-iek gowns 
or scribbling nonsense for twopence a page all djiy, aim ijumg «>iit 
twice their earnings at night in whisky-punch. Here is K. L. now. 
Four or five years ago, from certain indications, I assiiivd lus 
be would never be a writer. Good-natured lad, too, wlu*n harrhiis is 
out of the question; but at other times so piignm^ious, that it was 
wished he could only be properly placed where fighting was to bo 
a part of his duty, regulated by time and place, and paid b»r aocord- 
ingly. Well, time, money, and instruction have been tlirown away, 
and now, after fighting two regular boxing matches and a duel w ith 
pistols in the course of one week, he tells them roundly he will bo no 
writer, which common-sense might have told them btdorc*. Ib‘ has 
now perhaps acquired habits of insubordination, unfitting him for tho 
army, where he might have been tamed at an earlier period. lie is 
too old for the navy, and so he must go to India, a guinea-pig on 1 »* lani 
a Chinaman, with what hope or view it is melancholy to giioss. ! lis 
elder brother did all man could to get his friends to consonf to lus 
going into the army in time. The lad has good-lmmor, o(»urago, and 
most gentlemanlike feelings, but he is incurably dissipatisl, I lu-ar; so 
goes to die in youth in a foreign land. Thank God, I lot Walter take 
his own way ; and I trust he will be a useful, honoured sohlior, iH ing, 
for his time, high in the service; whereas at home he would probably 
have been a wine-hihbing,moorf owl-shooting, fox-hunting Mb* squire 
—living at Lochore without either aim or end — and well if ho wnv 
no worse. Dined at home with Lady S. and Anne. Wrott* ut ihi* 
evening. 

December 7.— Teind day at home of course. Wrote* answ«'is 
to one or two letters which have been lying on my desk likt* suakrs, 
hissing at me for my. dilatoriness. Bespoke a tun of palm-oil bu* Sir 
John Forbes. Keceived a letter from Sir W. Knighton, montioiuii.^^ 
that the King acquiesced in my proposal that Constable’s Mis«‘ollaitv 


1 Every alternate Wednesday during the 
Winter and Summer sessions, the Lords Com- 
missioners of Teinds (Tithes), consisting of a 
certain number of the judges, held a “Teind 
Court ’’—for hearing cases relating to the sec- 


ular affairs of tho Church of Scotluiid Am h.* 
Teind Court has a soparato cHtal.lr h!i*t n! «4 
clerks and odicors, Hir Walt.-r wan irv.-.i !i..ju 
J^ty at the Parliament Houne dti «S;tv 
The Court now sits on alternate MuieUiyH uniy. 
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should be dedicated to him. Enjoined, however, not to make this 
public, till the draft of dedication shall be approved. This letter tar- 
ried so loiio*, I thought some one had insinuated the proposal was 
infra dig. I don’t tliink so. The purpose is to bring all the stand- 
ard works, both in sciences and the liberal arts, within the reach of 
the lower classes, and enable them thus to use with advantage the 
education which is given them at every hand. To make boys learn 
to read, and then place no good books within tlieir reach, is to give 
men an appetite, and leave nothing in the pantry save imwholcsome 
and poisonous food, which, depend upon it, they will eat rather than 
starve. Sir William, it seems, has been in Germany. 

Mighty dark this morning ; it is past ten, and I am using my 
lamp. The vast number of houses built beneath us to the north cer- 
tainly render our street darker during the days when frost or haze 
prevents the smoke from rising. After all, it may be my older eyes. 
I remember two years ago, when Lord 11. began to fail somewhat in 
his limbs, he observed that Lord S.* came to Court at a more early 
hour than usual, wdicrcas it was he himself who took longer time to 
walk the usual distance betwixt his house and the Parliament Square. 
I suspect old gentlemen often make sucli mistakes. A letter from 
Southey in a very pleasant strain as to Lockhart and myself. Of 
Murray he has perhaps ground to complain as well for consulting him 
late in the business, as for the manner in which he intimated to young 
Coleridge, who bad no reason to think himself handsomely treated, 
though he has acquiesced in the arrangement in a very gentlemanlike 
tone. With these matters we, of course, have nothing to do ; having 
no doubt that the situation was vacant when M. offered it as such. 
Southey says, in alteration of Byron’s phrase, tliat M. is the most 
timorous, not of God’s, but of the devil’s, booksellers. The truth T 
takc^ to be that Murray was pushed in the change of Editor (which 
was r(*ally Ix'eome necessary) [)roI>ahly by (Jifford, Canning, Ellis, etc. ; 
and wh(‘u he. had lixed with Ijoe.kha,rt by tlieir advic(‘ his e.onstitution- 
al mu’vousness made him di'lay mitering u])on a full explanation with 
(k)leridg(‘. lint it is all setlle(l n<nv — 1 liope Loe,khart will lx; able to 
mitigate their High t'hiirch bigotry. It is not for the [iresent day, 
savouring too niin'h of ///rc dirhio. 

Dined (juiet with ii.'idy S. and Anin^. Anini is prac-tising Scots 
songs, which I take as a kind eoniplimmit to my own iast,(‘, as Ik'TS 
leads iicr <’hiclly to foreign niusie. I think tin' good gii'l sees that. 1 
want and must, miss her sister’s })eeuliar talent, in singing t in' airs of 
oiir natiN c eounfry, w hich, im})erfe<*j: as my mnsienl mr is, niak<‘, ami 
always 1 i;lv(‘ made, the nmst ph-asing impression on me. And so if 
sin* puts a ('oustraint on Inrsclf for my salog I can onlv s:l^■, in i‘e 
(plital. Cod I her. 

1 ha\e much to comfort me in the present aspe<-t (d' my family. 

I Mr I.'M'i. h.ti t ' ! I.or'!.- Hi iJiiriiitl .uni th<- al I l’;u U I’l.n c. 

Slicoilh thi- Iniiti.i .it I'.U i ; Hcri, 
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Mv eldest sod, independent in fortune, united to an affedmiiafo vy.fe 
-and of good hopes in his profession; my second, witli a deal 

of talent, and in the way, I trust, of cultivating it to good purpose ; 
Anne, an honest, downright, good Scots lass, in_ whom [ would ..uly 
wish to correct a spirit of satire ; and Lockhart is I.ockhart, to whom 
I can most willingly confide the happiness of the daughter w ho chose 
Mm and whom he has chosen. My dear wife, the partner oi t‘arly 

caresandsuccesses,is, I fear, frail in health— though I trust and pray 

she may see me out. Indeed, if this troublesome coinplanit gi^es on 
—it bodes no long existence. My brother was affected with tln‘ sanu* 
weakness, which, before he was fifty, brought on mortal symptyins. 
The poor Major had been rather a free liver. But my father, tim 
most abstemious of men, save when the duties of hospitality required 
}) im to be very moderately free with his bottle, and that was very sel- 
dom, had the same weakness which now annoys me, and he, I think, 
was not above seventy when cut off. Square the odds, and good-niglit 
Sir Walter about sixty. I care not, if I leave my name unstaini‘d, and 
my family properly settled. Sat est vixisse. 

December 8. — Talking of the vixisse, it may not be iin|H‘rtim‘nt to 
notice that Knox, a young poet of considerable talent, died here a 
week or two since. His father was a respectable yeoman, ami he 
himself, succeeding to good farms under the Duke of Bueeleueh, be- 
came too soon his own master, and plunged into dissiiiation ami ruin. 
His poetical talent, a very fine one, then showed itself in a tim* strain 
of pensive poetry, called, I think, The Lomhj Hearth, far su[»erior to 
those of Michael Bruce, whose consumption, by the way, lias b(*en the 
life of his verses. But poetry, nay, good poetry, is a drug in the pres^ 
ent day. I am a wretched patron. I cannot go with a subscript ion» 
paper, like a pocket-pistol about me, and draw iinawan‘s on soim* Inuo 
est conntry-gentleman, who has as much alarm as if I had used th«‘ 
phrase, “stand and deliver,” and parts with his money wit h a grlmaee, 
indicating some suspicion that the crown-piece thus ievirul goes ulti- 
mately into the collector’s own pocket. This I see daily dom* ; ami 
I have seen such collectors, when they have exhausted Papa and 
Mamma, continue their trade among the misses, and <’onjun* (»ut of 
their pockets those little funds which should curry them to a plav or 
an assembly. It is well people will go through this— it dors soim* 
good, 1 suppose, and they have great merit who can sacrifice tladr 
pride so far as to attempt it in this way. For my part, I am a bad 
promoter of subscriptions; but I wished to do what I coiihl f«u- this 
lad, whose talent I really admired; and I am not addicted to admire 

iTJrv reckoned very good amshh rhia. 

I had him, Knox, at Abbotsford, about ten years ago, but found him 


November. He 
bad pubusued Songs of Israel 1824 A Visif tn 
Dublin, 1824, The Hai 0 / Ziw iIm eta be! 
sides The Lonely Hearth His publisher (Mr. 


Anderson junior, of MdinlmrL'tu nniirmltfrf! 
tbathir Walter occuHioimlly wroo* tti Kunx and 
sent him money— iUo at a time. - j. i„ 
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unfit for tliat sort of society. I tried to help liim, but tliero were 
temptations he could never resist, lie scrambled on, writing for the 
booksellers and magazines, and living like the Otways, and Savages, 
and Chattertons of former days, though I do not know that he was 
in actual want. His connection with me terminated in begging a 
subscription or a guinea now and then. His last works were spirit- 
ual hymns, and whicli he wrote very well. In his own line of society 
he was said to exhibit infinite humour; but all his works are grave 
and pensive, a style perhaps, like Master Stephen’s melancholy,' af- 
fected for the nonce. 

Mrs. G[rant] of L. intimates that she will take her pudding — her 
pension, I mean (see 30th November), and is contrite, as H[enry] 
M[^ackenzic] vouches. I am glad the stout old girl is not foreclosed ; 
faith, cabbing a pension in these times is like hunting a pig with a 
soap’d tail, monstrous apt to slip through your fingers.^ l3ined at 
home with Lady S. and Anne. 

Deconbe?' 9. — Yesterday I read and wrote the whole day and even- 
ing. To-day I sliall not be so happy. Having Gas-Light Company 
to attend at two, I must be brief in journalising. 

The gay world has been kept in hot water lately by the impudent 
publication of the celebrated Harriet Wilson, from earliest possi- 

bility, I supposed, w'lio lived witli half the gay world at hack and 
manger, and now obliges such as will not pay hush-money with a his- 
tory of whatever she knows or can invent about tliem. She must have 
been assisted in the style, spelling, and diction, though the attempt at 
wit is very poor, that at pathos sickening. But there is some good 
retailing of conversations, in wliich the st^le of the speakers, so far as 
known to me, is exactly imitated, and some things told, as said by in- 
dividuals of each other, which will sound unpleasantly in cacli other’s 

(‘ars. I admire the address of Lord A y, himself very severely 

handhul frotii time to time. Sonic one asked him if 11. W. had been 
[ua'tty correct on tln^ whoh‘. “ Why, faith,” he replied, “ I believe 

’^—when, raising his eyes, he s:i,\v l whom the little jilt 

had treated atrociously — “ what <*one.erus tiie present e.oni[>a,ny always 

exe(‘pted, you know,” addisl Lord A y, with inliniti^ presence of 

mind. As h(‘ was hi, p<iri. ntsit with 1^. It no more e.ould bo said. 
Aftor all, II. W. heats ('on IMiilips, Anne rK‘ilamy, and all former dem- 
ir(‘ps out. and out. 1 think 1 snj)p(‘(l <>ne(‘ in lua* company, more 
than twimty years siiKa*^ at, Mat Le.wisks in Argyl(‘ St rei't, wherc^ the. 
(!om|)aiiv, as the Biiko says to Lneio, <‘hane(‘(l to he “ fain'i* than 
hoiH'st.”^ She was far from heantifuhir it lx* tlu^ saim^ cJiilfoiiitv^ hut 
a smart sauev .girl, w ith goo*! <‘y<'s and dark hair, and the' maimers of 
a wild se.iioolbov. I am glad this aeeideiital meeting has escaped htu' 

‘ In Ucn /v’lvn/ Man in his IIu ii c.-uih' (u lu-r I'l diii an inicx- 

' pi'flt'd Mi'nnnr nnif ( 'ornsjuinilcncc, 

- I’P'Vul'-ui’r ua Kni'lrr to Hu* vcm-iMlilc I.oiid. I vi:., vnl lii p. 71. 
iiulv than tlic ciovt-rnuirnt, aa at tlur: junctun- * M,iv.:nr,- f„v Art iv. Sc.. :i -J. a. t 
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memory-or, perhaps, is not accurately recordeil iu iniiu>-fnr, 

Tsort o^f French falconer, who hawk at all they sec, I nu.^d.t have had 
a distinction which I am far from desiring. 

Dined at Sir John Hay’s— a large party ; Skencs _h r.' the New- 
enhams and others, strangers. In the morning a inccting oi < ),1 ( .as 
Committee. The concern lingers a little ; 


‘‘It may do weel, for ought it’s done yet, 

But only— it’s no just begun yet.” ^ 

Decemher 10.— A stormy and rainy day. WalktMl fr<>in t lie < ’< mrt 
through the rain. I don’t dislike this. Egad, 1 rather like it; l^r im 
man that ever stepped on heather has less dread thaii I (»1 tmteli^eMbi ; 
and I seem to regain, in buffeting with the wind, a little of tlie Inifh 
spirit with which, in younger days, I used to enjoy a I ani-o -Shaiiior 
ride through darkness, wind, and rain,— the boughs groaning and 
cracking over my head, the good horse free to the road and impatient 
for home, and feeling the weather as little as I did. 


“ The storm around might roar and rustle, 
We didna mind the storm a wliistle.” 


Answeredtwoletters— one, answer to a schoolboy, wlio writes bim- 
self Captain of Giggleswick School (a most imposing t it le ent ri*at ing 
the youngster not to commence editor of a magazine to be enfith’d 
the “Yorkshire Muffin,” I think, at seventeen years oM ; si-eimd. !<» ;i 
soldier of the 79th, showing why I cannot oblige bim by getting bis 
discharge, and exhorting him rather to bear with tlu* wiek«*diiess and 
profanity of the service, than take the very })reearious step of »!«• ••!• 
tion. This is the old receipt of Durandartc — Patinire, musin, itmi 
shuffle the cards and I suppose the correspondonts will think 1 bavt‘ 
been too busy in offering my counsel wlierc 1 was askisl f«>r 
ance. 

A third rogue writes to tell me— rather of the latest, if the matter 
was of consequence— that he approves of the first tbrer vobnm ■. of 
\kQ,E\eari\ of Midlothian^hvit totally condemns the feurtb. I Kml<t Ir . ; 
bethinks his opinion worth the sevenpence vSteiTmg whieli lii*-; Irtirr 
costs. However, authors should be reasonalily well plra'^rd wUru 
three-fourths of their work are acceptable to the n-ader. TUv kn:n 
demands of me in a postscript, to get back the sword (d’ Sir \\’| illiaai | 
Wallace from England, where it was carried from I )iuubartnu < ‘a ••! !<*. 
I am not Master-General of the Ordnance, that I know. It was u r< am’, 
however, to take away that and Mons Meg. If I g<. to to^ui this 
spring, I will renew my negotiation with the Great Duke for 
of Mons Meg. 

There is no theme more awful than to attempt to (mst a glaum* 

1 Burns’s Dedication to Gavin Hamilton.— 

G. L. 


2 Don Quixote^ Pt. rr. ch. 23. 
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amon^ the clouds and mists which hide the broken extremity of the 
celebra1?(xl bridge of Mirza.* Yet, when every day brings us nearer 
that termination, one would almost think that our views should be- 
come clearer, as the regions we are approaching arc brought nighcr. 
Alas ! it is not so : there is a curtain to be withdrawn, a veil to be 
rent, before we sliall see things as they really arc. There are few, I 
trust, who disbelieve the existence of a God ; nay, I doubt if at all 
times, and in all moods, any single individual ever adopted that hide- 
ous creed, though some have professed it. With the belief of a Deity, 
that of the immortality of the soul and of the state of future rewards 
and punisliments is indissolubly linked. More we arc not to know ; 
but neither arc we prohibited from our attempts, however vain, to 
pierce the solemn sacred gloom. The expressions used in Scripture 
are doubtless metaphorical, for penal fires and heavenly melody are 
only applicable to bodies endowed with senses ; and, at least till the 
period of the resurrection of the body, the spirits of men, whether en- 
tering into the perfection of the just, or committed to the regions of 
punishment arc incorporeal. Neither is it to be supposed that the 
glorified hodies which shall arise in the last day will be capable of the 
same gross indulgences with which they arc now solaced. That the 
idea of Mahomet’s paradise is inconsistent with the purity of our heav- 
enly religion will be readily granted; and see Mark xii. 25 . Harmony 
is obviously chosen as the least corporeal of all gratifications of the 
sense, and as the type of love, unity, and a state of peace and perfect 
liappiness. But they have a poor idea of the Deity, and tlie rewards 
which arc destined for the just made perfect, who can only adopt the 
literal sense of an eternal concert — a never-ending Birthday Ode. 1 
rather suppose there should be understood some commission from the 
.Highest, some duty to discharge with the applause of a satisfied con- 
That the Deity, who himself must be supposed to feel love 
an<l alTeciioii for the beings he has called into existence, should dele- 
gate* a j)<>rti<)n of those pt>wers, I for one cannot c()n(‘.eivc‘. altogether 
so wrong a coii iir(‘. W(^ would tluui lind r(*ality in Milton’s sub- • 
liiiK* m.'K'hiiicrv of the guardian sa.ints or genii of kingdoms. Nay, 
\v<‘ would approach to the ('athoru' idea of t lu*. (‘m|)loynient of saints, 
though without approaching the absurdity of saint-worship, whicb d(*.- 
.gradcs their religion. I’lu'n^ would hi*, wc*. must suppos(‘, in these 
emplo\ incuts (lilliciill ies to he overcoun*, and (*\erl,ions t.o Ix*. mad(', 
for all whitdi the celestial beings employ<'d would havu* c(‘rtaiu appro- 
priate powers. 1 cannot help thiid<ing that, a hdb of aetivi* h(*n(^vo- 
Iciicc is more consistent with inv i<lcas than an (‘trrnit.y of musii*. 
lint it is; all ^ pccnlat ion, ainl it is impossihh* ('ven to giu'ss wind, W(^ 
.shall |do|, Hide s, we could .ascertain the (‘<|ually <liHicult pn-vious 

([uc-ti"n, what we are to lie. Ihit tlu'ri* is a («o(l,and a just, tlod 

a judsnn nl aid a future life and all \vh<> own so nuu'h let them act 

< '.C l , i;,a ... .. . 
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accordin!: to the faith that is in them. I would [not], of eourscs limit 
r«ngf of my genii to this confined earth. There i.s the un.ver.se, 

•with all its endless extent of world^ t > u. . < * i \ 

Comnanv at home— Sir Adam Ferguson 3 . ‘ "l'“iel 

and Mis^ Russell; Count DavidoS, and Air. Gollyeiv By the l.y, 
I observe that all men whose names are obviously derived fmm some 
mechanical trade, endeavour to disguise and aiitiqiiate, as it were, 
heir names, by spelling them after some quaint nmnm- or other. 
Thus we have Collyer, Smythe, Tailleure; as m.ieh as to .say. My 
ancestor was indeed a mechanic, but it was a worhl of time ago. 
when the word was spelled very [differently]. Then we had )-o.mg 
Whytbank and Will Allan the artist,' a very agreeable, siiiiple-man- 

nered, and pleasant man. . 

December ll.— A touch of the morhm enalitorum.io wliwh 1 tim 
as little subject as most folks, and have it less now than whvn jouii.ix. 
It is a tremor of the heart, the pulsation of which becomes painfully 
sensible— a disposition to causeless alarm— much lassitmli*— ami de- 
cay of vigour of mind and activity of intellect. The reins feel w eary 
and painful, and the mind is apt to receive and encoiinige gbMuiiy 
apprehensions and causeless fears. Fighting with this fieml is m»f 
always the best way to conquer him. 1 have always fouml exercist* 
and the open air better than reasoning. But such weather as is ruiu 
without doors does not encourage la petite (inerrv^ so \v(‘ must givi* 
him battle in form, by letting both mind and body know that, sup 
posing one the House of Commons and the other the Ihmsi* «*f INmrs, 
my will is sovereign over both. There is a good d{‘scripti(>u nf this 
species of mental weakness in the fine play of Beaunmut and b‘b‘trin*r 
called The Lover's Progress^ where the man, warned that bis dralb 
approaching, works himself into an agony of fear, and calls for assist 
ance, though there is no apparent danger. The apparitiem <tf tiio 
innkeeper’s ghost, in the same play, hovers betweiui tin* ludicrous aial 
[the terrible]. To me the touches of the former (luality wiiiidi it 
•contains seem to augment the effect of the latter — thev seVm t»» '/ivo 
reality to the supernatural, as being circumstances with wliiri 
ventor would hardly have garnished his story.''* 

Will Clerk says he has a theory on the vitrified forts, 
if he and I agree. I think accidental conflagration is tlio c-au-: 

December 12.— Hogg came to breakfast this moruiiiL^ 
taken and brought for his companion tlu‘. Galashiels bar* 

Thomson,® as to a meeting of “buzz Tividale, poets." I'h. 
grunter opines with a delightful ncClvete that iMooiv; 


'b an in- 


w*m*ler 


LUxlU lYlOOH* : 

owre sweet— answered by Thomson that Moore’s (air 


baviie^ 

, I >;i\ Id 

liom-'- 1. 
I vers(‘s ar«* far 
or m*les, I for- 


1 Sir William Allan, President of the Royal 
Scottish Academy from 1838: he died at Edin- 
burgh in 1850. 

2 Beaumont and FletcMr, 8vo, Lond. 1788 

YOl. V. pp. 410-413, 419, 436, ’ 


3 For notiooB of David Tlumiom rtH> 
October, 1822, and T. Crai^t Hnnvu': 
fieUdrlcsIdrr, 2 vo1;a -Uo. Kdm issr. vtd t-t* 
505 , 507 , and 519, ’ • • n • 
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get which, were finely strung. “ They are far owre finely strung,” 
replied he of the Forest, for mine arc just reeght.” It reminded 
me of Queen Bess, when questioning Melville sharply and closely 
whether Queen [Mary] was taller than her, and, extracting an answer 
in the affirmative, she replied, Then your Queen is too tall, for I am 
just the proper height.” 

Was engaged the whole day with Sheriff Court processes. There 
is something sickening in seeing poor devils drawn into great expense 
about trifles by interested attorneys. But too cheap access to litiga- 
tion has its evils on the other hand, for the proneness of the lower 
class to gratify spite and revenge in this way would be a dreadful 
evil were they able to endure the expense. Very few cases come be- 
fore the Sheriff-court of Selkirkshire that ought to come anywhere. 
Wretched wranglings about a few pounds, begun in spleen, and car- 
ried on from obstinacy, and at length from fear of the conclusion to 
the banquet of ill-humour, “D — n — n of expenses.’” I try to check 
it as well as I can ; “ but so ’twill be when I am gone.” 

December 12. — Dined at home, and spent the evening in writing 
— Anne and Lady Scott at the theatre to sec Mathews ; a very clever 
man my friend Mathews; but it is tiresome to be funny for a whole 
evening, so I was content and stupid at home. 

An odd optical delusion lias amused me these two last nights. I 
have been of late, for the first time, condemned to the constant use 
of spectacles. Now, when I have laid them aside to step into a room 
dimly lighted, out of the strong light which I use for writing, I have 
seen, or seemed to sec, through the rims of the same spectacles which 
I have left behind me. At first the impression was so lively that I 
put my hand to my eyes believing I had the actual spectacles on at 
the moment. But what I saw was only the eidolon or image of said 
useful servants. This fortifies some of Dr. Ilibbert’s positions about 
spectral a|)])(‘ai'anees. 

Dea'inhcr 1 — L(;tter from Lady Stafford — kind and friendly 
aft(‘r tlu^ wont of l>anzu-Mohr-ar-<‘hat.‘'' Diis is wrong spoiled, I 
know. Her eoiintciiama* is something for Sophia., whosc^ company 
should b(‘ — as ladies are said to clioosc^ their rnpior — little and good, 
d'o he ac(piaint(‘<l with jxM’sons of nu'ni Uni is a niiisa,nc(‘. a,nd ;i 
scrape — to l>(‘ known to p('rsons of r(‘al fashion and fortune is in 
London a V(‘rv grc'at advantage. Sh(‘ is h(‘si<l('s sui'(‘ of th(‘ In'n'ditary 
and constant, friimdship of th(‘ Liu'chandi ladi(‘s, as well as t.hos(‘ of 
Montagu and of tin* Harden fainilv, (d* tin* Mandiioiu'ss of Northa,m[)- 
ton, Lady Mdvilh*, and others, also tin* Miss Ard(‘ns, upon whos(^ kind 
offices I havi' some claim, and wouhl covint u[>on them wlnd.ln'r such 


• F.lini.. Athlvt U, (hr rum (ittid, .J. C J,. 
I'anainlifirar Cli:it _ I < 1 h* 1 ,;iih nl' 1 lir 

Cal. 1: Itir (iai'ltr t.l!' nl ll,i- (■niinli l»i|i lic ; 
of Silt luTlaiul. Til*' i <aiiit \ nt til lii rlanil it 


li:li iianii' <»(’ Hh' lici)'lilit>uiili" (hi lllnir:::\ 

We li.ivi' anitllnM' trail' nl tin' rarlv : I't I li'iiii’iit 
III till' ( 'htii ('hit (til II. win I I' I'll ii'l. I II -a I' I 111' I'l i;; 
111. aiirn III a Wiii| C.il ’1 lir 1 tiu lir: .a < 'uuiit n:;: 





claim existed or no. So she is well enough estahlished anmiig U 
Right-hand file, which is very necessary m London whort^ 

rate fashion is like false jewels. ^ ^ ^ , 

Went to the yearly court of the Edinburgh Assuranri‘ ( ruiipan 
to which I am one of those graceful and useless appendages, ealic 

Directors Extraordinary— an extraordinary direidor I should jmn 

had they elected me an ordinary one. There wen‘ there nionevei 
and great oneyers,’ men of metal— discounters and c‘ount(*rs....sliarj 
orave, prudential faces— eyes weak with ciphering by lanipltglit--. 
men who say to gold, Be thou paper, and to paper, Be tinui tunic 
into fine gold. Many a bustling, sharp-faced, keen-eyed wnt(*r l.»o 
some perhaps speculating with their clients’ [iropmly. My ivvcrcn 
seicmiors had expected a motion for printing tlndr eoutraet, u hieli I, ;i 
a piece of light artillery, was brought dovyn and got into battery t 
oppose. I should certainly have done this on th(‘ giunu-ai gnunn 
that while each partner could at any time obtain sight <^^ the e<intra« 
at a call on the directors or managers, it would be absurd tt> print : 
for the use. of the Company — and that exposing it to the world a 
large was in all respects unnecessary, and might teach novtd con 
panics to avail themselves of our rules and caihudatioiis^- d false, fn 
the purpose of exposing our errors — if correid, for the purpose o 
improving their own schemes on our model. Jhit inv ehcpicnce ua 
not required, no one renewing the motion under (pit^sticn; so otf 
came, my ears still ringing with the sounds of thousands and tens o 
thousands, and my eyes dazzled with the golden ghaiin olTere»i by s 
many capitalists. 

Walked home with the Solicitor^ — decidedly the in«»st hopefu 
young man of his time; high connection, great talent, spirited ambi 
tion, a ready and prompt elocution, with a good voi(‘e and digniliet 
manner, prompt and steady courage, vigilant and <'onstant asslduilv 
popularity with the young men, and the good opinion of the old, w ill 
if I mistake not, carry him as [high as] any man wh(> has lH*en sine* 
the days of old Hal Dundas.' He is hot though, and rather haNl\ 
this should be amended. They who would jday at single sfiek nne^ 
bear with patience a rap over the knuckles. J )ined quiet Iv w it h Lad^ 
Scott and Anne. 

December 14.— Affairs very bad in the money-markt*! in Leieboi 
It must come here, and I have far too many engageunemts nut to b- 


It. _ To end the matter at once, I intend to borrow L’Io.ihiii. will 

ewKioL -m-fT ± j n 


^ Axjcvuutii ai uuuu, i iuiuau w i)orr<»\\ 

which my son’s maiTiage-contract allows mo to cliarnv mv cst/itc. 
Whitsunday and Martinmas I will have cnougli to t'.av up llio iu.-uni 
hrance of £3000 due to old Moss’s danglitor, and f. 


ulu iviuHs b aauguK'r, 

herguson.in whole or part. This wiireiial,li 


Miss. 

US to dispefi'sr in 


J See 1 King Henry JF., Actii. Sc. 1 
2 John Hope, Esq., was at this time Solici- 
tor-General for Scotland, afterwards Lord Jus- 
tico-Clerk from 1841 until l^is death in 1858, 


2 Honry Dumlu;.', ihf Itr I \ r.-utjiif \U C. 
firet appoiinMl in I'.Trluuiu*nl .i., I.^el A.ie 
of Scotland. — J. u, n. 
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great measure with hauk assistance, and sleep in spite of thunder. 

1 do not know wludher it is this business which makes me a little 
bilious, or rather the want of exercise during the season of late, and 
change of the weather to too much heat. Tliank God, my circum- 
stances are good, — upon a fair balance which I have made, certainly 
not less than £40,000 or nearly £50,000 above the world. But the 
sun and moon shall dance on the green ere carelessness, or hope of 
gain, or facility of getting cash, sliall make me go too deep again, 
were it but for the disquiet of the thing. Dined: Lady Scott and 
Anne (piietly. 

Dvcvwbvr 15. — IL. V. G[iilies| came sicut mos cst at five o’clock to 
make, me coniidant of the extremities of his distress. It is clear all 
he has to do is to make the best agreement lie can with his creditors. 

I remember many years since the poor fellow told me he thought 
there was something interesting in having difficulties. Poor lad, he 
will have enough of them now. He talks about writing translations 
for the booksellers from the German to the amount of live or six 
Imndrcd pounds, l)ut this is like a man proposing to run a wliole day 
at toj) speed. Yet, if he had good subjeeds, K. 1 \ G. is one of the 
best translators I know, and something must be done for him cer- 
tainly, though, I fear, it will be necessary to go to tlie bottom of the 
ulcer ; palliatives won’t do. lie is terribly imprudent, yet a worthy 
and benevolent creature — a great bore withal. Dined alone with 
family. I am determined not to stand mine host to all Scotland and 
England as I have done. This shall be a saving, since it must bo a 
borrowing, year. Wc heard from Sophia; they arc got safc....'U>-' 
town ; but as Jobnnic had a little bag of meal with liinqto urake liis 
porridge on the road, the whole inn-yard assembled to-see’ the opera- 
tion. Junor, his maid, was of opinion that England was an “ awfu’ 
country to make parritcli in.” God bless the poor baby, and restore 
his perfcc-t liealth ! 

.December 10.- — R. V. G. and his fri(uid Robert AVilsoid came — tlie 
former at live, as usual— -tlie latbu* at tiirc'c, as appointed. R[ obert j 
\V|ils()n| frankly said that R. U. G.’s case was (pi ite desperate, that lie 
was Insolvf^nt, and that any attcunpt to savci him at jirescnt would be 
just, so much cash thrown away, tlod knows, at tliis moment 1 have 
noiH' to throw away ns(‘h*ssly. h'or poor Gilli(‘S tluu’e was a in(‘l?in~ 
(‘Indy nnxt.ur(‘ <d' pathos and alTcctat.ion in his statcninnit,, wldc.h r(\‘illy 
aircc|(‘d me; wliilc it told im^ that it would h(‘ usiih^ss to Jielp liim to 
moiK'v on such very cnqdv plans. 1 endeavoure.d to peu’snade him 
to mak(‘ a virt.U(‘ of ma-cssity, nxsign all to Ids c.rcalitors, and Ixgin 
tin' world on a ik'W leaf. 1 olbinsd Iiim ( .Jiic'fswood fora tcmqiorary 
retirement. Lady Seott thiidcs I was wrong, and nobody e,ould h'ss 
d('sirt' sin-li a in'ighbonr, ail his alba^tations Ix'ing ('aviari'. to me. But 
then tint wife and ehihlren ! W’mit again to the Solie.itor on a wrong 

• Sym Wlhion, leui-, W, S. , .Secretary to l\u^ Iloyal Bank orScollaiid.— j. a. L. 
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. 1 . V • ocWrl for to-morrow. Lady Scott undertakes to keep 
my engJeLnts recorded in future. Sed quis omtodiet ipnam 

^^^ecmber l7.-Dined with the Solicitor-Lord Chad-Jjarord-Sir 
Eoothbv nepkew of old Sir Brooke, the dand} pott, tit . An- 

Swhhanrious presentiments, which the night’s post must d.sr...] 

or confirm— all in London as bad as possible. _ 

December 18. Ballantyne called on me this morning. 

! My extremity has come. Cadell has reeeive.l letters 
frfm London which all but positively announce the failur.j ot Ilurst 
and Eobinson, so that Constable & Co. must follow, and 1 must go 
with poor James Ballantyne for company. I suppose it will involve 
my all. But if they leave me £600, 1 can_ still make it L oi 
£1200 a year. And if they take my salaries of i-I.iOO ;iiid .£..!()(», 
they cannot but give me something out of them. I have hem rash 
in anticipating funds to buy land, but then I made from ioOOt) to 
£10 000 a year, and land was my temptation. I think nobody can 
lose a penny— that is one comfort. ^ Men will think pride lias Iiad a 
fall. Let them indulge their own pride in thinking that ni) fall inak(‘s 
them higher, or seems so at least. I have the satisfaction to rc<udlc(‘t 
that my prosperity has been of advantage to many, and that soim* at 
least will forgive ray transient wealth on account of the inno(*en{H‘ of 
my intentions, and my real wish to do good to the poor. This n(‘ws 
will make sad hearts at Darnick, and in the cottages of Aiihotsford, 
which I do not nourish the least hope of preserving. It has Ikhui my 
Detiah, and so I have often termed it; and now the re(‘ollcctiou of 
the extensive woods I planted, and the walks I have formed, from 
which strangers must derive both the pleasure and l>rofit, will ex- 
cite feelings likely to sober my gayest moments. I hav(‘ half resoIv e«i 
never to see the place again. How could I tread my hall with sm-h 
a diminished crest? How live a poor indebted man wlnu'ct I was once 
the wealthy, the honoured ? My children arc provided; thank thnl 
for that. I was to have gone there on Saturday in joy and prosp<Tit y 
to receive my friends. My dogs will wait for me in vain. It is fool- 
ish — ^but the thoughts of parting from these dumh creatures have 
moved me more than any of the painful reficctions 1 hav(t put down. 
Poor things, I must get them kind masters ; there may he. yet th«»st' 
who loving me may love my dog because it has been mine.' I must 
end this, or I shall lose the tone of mind with which men sin mid 
meet distress. 

I find my dogs’ feet on my knees. I hear them whining and 
seekmg me everywhere— this is nonsense, but it Ls what they v ould 


England, where he ago,! Kii. .,n th<- :suth 
sfnpp Nomnbor, 1840. I{(.r„ro o, tiling to .<,-otl,,i,.l, 

Coates Cres- Sir Samuel had b(M:n SoIioitur-tJonoral m IHM 

cent; lie retired 1111830, and resided afterwards and Attorney-General iu 1817. ’ 


JOURNAL 


35 


1825.] 

do could they know how things are. Poor Will Laidlaw 1 poor Tom 
Purdie ! this will be news to wring your heart, and many a poor fel- 
low’s besides to whom my prosperity was daily bread. 

Ballantyne behaves like himself, and sinks his own ruin in con- 
templating mine. I tried to enrich him indeed, and now all — all is 
gone. He will have the “ Journal ” still, that is a comfort, for sure 
they cannot find a better Editor. They — alas ! who will they be — the 
unheJcannten Ohern who are to dispose of my all as they will? Some 
hard-eyed banker ; some of those men of millions whom I described. 
Cadell showed more kind and personal feeling to me than I thought 
he had possessed. He says there are some properties of works that 
will revert to me, the copy-money not being paid, but it cannot be any 
very great matter, I should think. 

Another person did not afford me all the sympathy I expected, 
perhaps because I seemed to need little support, yet that is not her 
nature, which is genefous and kind. She thinks I have been impru- 
dent, trusting men so far. Perhaps so — but what could I do ? I 
must sell my books to some one, and these folks gave me the largest 
price ; if they had kept their ground I could have brought myself 
round fast enough by the plan of 14th December. I now view mat- 
ters at the very worst, and suppose that my all must go to supply the 
deficiencies of Constable. I fear it must be so. His connections 
with Hurst and Robinson have been so intimate that they must be 
largely involved. Tins is the worst of the concern ; our own is com- 
paratively plain sailing. 

Poor Gillies called yesterday to tell me he was in extremity. God 
knows I had every cause to have returned him the same answer. I 
must think his situation worse than mine, as through his incoherent, 
miserable tale, I could see that he had exhausted each access to cred- 
it., ;ui<l fondly imagines that, bereft of all Iris accustomed indul- 
g(‘n(*(‘S, li(‘ can work with a literary zeal unknown to his liappier days. 

1. hope. li(‘, may lahoiir (uiougli to gain the me.rc support of his 
family. 1^'or mys(‘lf, the magic, wand of the. Unknown is shivered 
in his grasp. 1I(‘ must hencAtforth b(‘. txu'med tlui l\>o-well-known. 
din* iea,st of fancy is oveu’ with tln^ f(‘eiing of iiuh^peudence. 1 
can no long<u* liavc t.ln^ (h^light of waking in tint morning with 
bright, idi'as in my miml, hast(‘. to commit t.lnmi to paper, and 
count tlnmi niont.hly, as tlui nn^.ans of j)la,nting sn<‘h groves, and 
purchasing smh wast(‘s ; rephicing my dretams of tiction by other 
pr<>spc<*tiv(t visions of walks by 


“ Kounl.'iin In^ads, and pa,tldcsrt groviis 
in.'iccH whicli piilii passion loves.” * 


J'liis cannot, be; but. I juay work sub.staiitial husba,n(lry, work his- 


.Vi'fv Vt(luui\ by .John I''b'n‘h(‘r; Ucaniuttut and Kb'Uduir'i'. 
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tory, and such concerns. They will not be received 
wia the same enthnsiasm ; at least I much doubt 
the general knowledge that an author must write 
for his bread, at least for improvmg his pittance, 
degrades him and his productions m the publu. 
eye. He falls into tlie second-rate rank of cstinia- 


l" 44 

in (lit‘ «»r4,Mnal .mn. ; ~ 
‘‘Turn t'ai'k fi* 

41 ainS 4k'. I liiriinl 
thii urfitlmially, 

lUid ih*- I'UrltHT tif 

a hiiuknil'f rulirrrfi 

nui'lit IimS to wa^tlt 
tw«j of jtaiHT. ■’ 


“ While the harness sore galls, and the spurs his sides goad, 
The high-mettled racer’s a hack on the road. 


It is a hitter thought; hut if tears start at it, let them flow. I am .s.. 
much of this mind, that if any one would now oiler to ivln'i e all niy 
embarrassments on condition I would continue the e.vertn ms « lueli 
brought it there, dear as the place is to me, I hardly think I c.mhl 
undertake the labour on which I entered with my u.sii.-il alacrity only 
tliis morning, thougli not without a boding feeling ot my 
proving useless. Yet to save Abbotsford I would attempt ail that 
was possible. My heart clings to the place I have cieated. I heit* is 
scarce atree on it that does not owe its being to me, aiul tlu* paiii <tf 
leaving it is greater than I can tell. I have about of ( ‘on« 

stable’s, for which I am hound to give literary value, hut if I .am 
obliged to pay other debts for him, I will take leave 1<» retain this 
sum at his credit. We shall have made some kittle (piestioiis of lit 
erary property amongst us. Once more, ratience, cousin, ami shuf - 
fle the cards.” 

I have endeavoured at times to give vent to thoughts natural! \ so 
painful, by writing these notices, partly to keep tlumi at hay by 
busying myself with the history of the French (J(Hivi‘ntiou. I thank 
God I can do both with reasonable composure. I wonder h«»\v Anne 
will hear this affliction? She is passionate, but stnut-lmarted ami 
courageous in important matters, though irritalile in trifles. I am 
glad Lockhart and his wife are gone. Why? I eaniml tell; hut. 
I am pleased to he left to my own regrets without being melted bv 
condolences, though of the most sincere and affec.lionate kind. 


Anne hears her misfortune gallantly and wcdl, with a natural f.-rl 
ing, no doubt, of the rank and consideration slic is about to h.r r. 
Lady Scott is incredulous, and persists in cherishing Imp.* uhen- 
there is no ground for hope. I wish it may not bring on the glonm 
of spirits which has given me such distresk If she 'were tlir aetise 
person she once was that would not be. Now 1 fear it im»re tha!i 
what Constable or .Cadell will tell me this evening, so that mv min»i 
is made up. 

Oddly enough, it happened. Mine honest friend iree),,,- in 
before dinner to ask a copy of my seal of Arms, with n sly kimllines.s 
of intimation that it was for some agreeable purpose. 

1 From Charles Dihdin’s song, T/ic RaceUone. 
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IIalf-]oast Eight . — I closed tliis book under tlic consciousness of 
impending ruin, I open it an hour after, thanks be to God, with the 
strong hope that matters may be got over safely and honourably, in 
a mercantile sense. Oadell came at eight to communicate a letter 
from Hurst and Robinson, intimating they had stood the storm, and 
though clamorous for assistance from Scotland, saying they had pre- 
pared their strongholds without need of the banks. This is all so 
far well, but I will not borrow any money on my estate till I see 

. ... things reasonably safe. Stocks have risen from 

to , a strong proof that confidence is restored. 

But I will yield to no delusive hopes, and fall back fall edge, my res- 
olutions hold. 

I shall always think the better of Cadell for this, not merely be- 
cause his feet are beautiful on the mountains who brings good 
tidings, but because he showed feeling — deep feeling, poor fellow — 
he who I ihought had no more than his numeration table, and who, 
if he had had his whole counting-house full of sensibility, had yet 
his wife and children to bestow it upon — 1 will not forget this if I 
get through. I love the virtues of rough and round men ; the others 
are apt to escape in salt-rheum, sal-volatile, and a white pocket-hand- 
kerchief. An odd thought strikes me: when I die will the Journal 
of these days be taken out of the ebony cabinet at Abbotsford, and 
read as the transient pout of a man wortli £60,000, with wonder that 
the well-seeming Baronet should ever have experienced such a hitch? 
Or will it be found in some obscure lodging-house, where the decayed 
son of chivalry has hung up his scutcheon for some 20s. a week, and 
where one or two old friends will look grave and whisper to each 
other, “ Poor gentleman,” A well-meauing Tuan,” “ Nobody’s ene- 
my but his own,” “Thought his parts could never wear out,” “Fam- 
ily ]>(>()rly left,” “ Pity he took that foolish title ” ? Who can answer 
this (jiK'st ion ? 

What a life inim* has Ixam ! — half e(lucat(‘(l, almost wholly neg- 
l(M‘,t(‘(l or left to myself, stiiHinginy In^ad with most noiiscmsieal trash, 
and undervalued in society for a t.im(‘. by most, of my (‘ompanions, 
getting forward and li<‘ld a. bold and e.lcv(U* fc'llow, e.ont,ra,ry to the 
opinion of all who thought m<^ a. iimu’c' (]r(\ain(‘r, brokcm-lu^artcul for 
two years, my heart. han<ls(unely piec<*d aga,in, but, the <‘ra,c.k will re- 
main to my dying <lay. llich .and poor four or livi‘ tinu'S, omui on 
till' verg(‘ of ruin, yet. open<‘<l lU'W soure.(*s (d’ w(‘a,lt,h almost overllow- 
ing. Now taken in iny pitch of prid(‘, and maarly wingaal (unless the 
good iK'ws hold), heeause London ehoos(‘S t,o b(‘ in an iij)roa,r, a,nd 
in the tumult of bulls ami bears, a, poor imdlVnsiva^ lion lik(^ mys(df is 
piislnai to the wall. And what is to lx* tint end of it? God kmnvs. 
Ami So ends the cat<‘(diism, 

Jh cvuihrr 1 0.— Ballanl vm* here hefon* br(*akfast. II<* looks on 
(A'ubdrs last night's news with nnua* coiilidema* t.han 1 do; but 1 





must go to wort be my thoughts sober tir lively. < uiistable ram 
in and sat an hour. The old gentleinau is iirni as a rurk and m-mfu 

the idea of Hurst and Robinson’s stopping, lb* talks of OMiuir „ 
to London next week and making sales of our intyrrs! in W juMiisiurk 
and -Sowey, which would put a hedge round liis tliiaiu'rs. lb* is 
very clever fellow, and will, I think, bear us tbroiigh. 

Dined at Lord Ghief-Baron’s.* Lord Jiistire-Girrk : L**rd f^ivs: 
dent;' Captain Scarlett,' a gentlemanlike young mam tlir .d fh 

great Counsel,* and a friend of my son Waller; Lady rharlMtt 
Hope, and other woman-kind ; R.Dimdas of Arnistoiu and his pl«*a^ 
ant and good-humoured little wife, whose quiek intelligm! luuk pb/asr 
me more, though her face be plain, than a hundred beai] 

ties. 

December 20.— I like Ch. Ba. Shepherd vt*ry inurh..~^as miirli, 
think, as any man I have learned to know of latt‘ years, lliert* is 
neatness and precision, a closeness and truth, in the tone i*f his nm 
versation, which shows what a lawyer he must havi* lan'ii. Prifrr 
good-humour and suavity of manner, with a little warmth of tnupr 
on suitable occasions. His great deafness alone pnwamted him fror 
being Lord Chief-Justice. I never saw a man so patient umier suej 
a malady. He loves society, and converses excellently ; is ofte; 
obliged, in a mixed company particulai ly, to lay aside his trumpet 
retire into himself, and withdraw from the talk. lie din-s this wit! 
an expression of patience on his countenance whi<‘h ttmehes ou 
much. He has occasion for patience otherwist*, I should think, fo 
Lady S. is fine and fidgety, and too anxious to havi‘ i‘very tiling iHiiui 
devise. 

Constable’s licence for the Dedication is come, whirh will mak 
him happy.® 

Dined with James Ballantyne, and met my olti frieiei .Mallo'ivf 
the comedian, with his son, now grown up a clevtT, ratloT fArwan 
lad, who makes songs in the style of James Smith i»r ruliuan, aie 
sings them with spirit ; rather lengthy though. 

December 21. — There have been odd associations ath'udim*' m 
two last meetings with Mathews. The last tiim^ I saw him, In-fur 
yesterday evening, he dined with me in company with imhu* Sir A 
exander Boswell, who was killed within two or thret* montlj:*/ 


1 Sir Samuel Shepherd. 

Charles Hope, who held 
toe office of Lord President of the Court of 
Session for thirty years; he died in 1851 aged 
eighty-nine. ** 

! Afterwards Sir James Yorke Scarlett, G.C.B. 
; Sir James Scarlett, first Lord AbinJer. 


xorKescariett,o. 

Sir James Scarlett, first Lord Abinger. 

^ GonstaUe^s MisceUany 
^ Sir Walter-” To His Majesty 
^ing George it,, the most generous Patron 
tumble attempts towards the 
this MisctlUmj, de- 
signed to extend useful knowledge and elegant 
literature, by placing works of standard merit 


within the altainnH'nt <*f i^i-rv < fj:. . *4 f. 
ers, is nioHt humbly iiKcr.brd liv H; u.*;. 
dutiful ami dovolctl .nubjr.-t 'ti, havil-i < 
stable.”— j. (j. i„ 

® Probably a .sliii of Cm* i-i-ii f.-r ■«..{. , 
MalhowH wan in l.omltui »n Mju. h fl • 
wo know that he rlui*‘(| wah .v. 4 f ui r. 
Street on the loth (d* 1-Vbruarv l/i-, 7 ira^ * 
iii. p. Mr. Lockhart; ay: A WiUi.n ii v,V, 
and at p. 33 vol, vii. glvi*. an *4 ,;t 

ncr party. 'Writiiig ro luanv vrai , ufii-r 
event he may have ini;:iakc}f tli.- .la!.- J.i 
Boswell died in Lon. inn tjlth I rbruarv 1 
his brother, Sir Alexander, was la the fum 
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never saw Sir Alexander more.^ The time before was in 1815, when 
John Scott of Gala and I were returning from France, and passed 
through London, when we brought Mathews down as far as Leaming- 
ton. Poor Byron lunched, or rather made an early dinner, with us 
at Long’s, and a most brilliant day we had of it. I never saw Byron 
so full of fun, frolic, wit, and whim : he was as playful as a kitten. 
Well, I never saw him again.^ So this man of mirth, with his merry 
meetings, has brought me no luck. I like better that he should throw 
in his talent of mimicry and humour into the present current tone of 
the company, than that he should be required to give this, that, and 
t’other hit selected from his public recitations. They are good cer- 
tainly — excellent ; but then you mmt laugh, and that is always severe 
to me. When I do laugh in sincerity, the joke must be or seem un- 
premeditated. I could not help thinking, in the midst of the glee, 
what gloom had lately been over the minds of three of the company, 
Cadell, J. B., and the Journalist. What a strange scene if the surge 
of conversation could suddenly ebb like the tide, and [show] us the 
state of people’s real minds! Savary^ might have been gay in such 
a party with all his forgeries in his heart. 

“No eyes the rocks discover 
Which lurk beneath the deep.”* 

Life could not be endured were it seen in reality. 

Things are mending in town, and II[urst] and R[obinson] write 
with contidence, and are, it would seem, strongly supported by wealthy 
friends, Cadell and Constable are confident of their making their 
way through the storm, and the impression of their stability is gen- 
eral in London. I hear the same from Lockhart. Indeed, I now be- 
lieve that they wrote gloomy letters to Constable, chiefly to get as 
much money out of them as they possibly could. But they had well- 
nigh overdone it. This being Teind Wednesday must be a day of 
leisure and labour. Sophia has got a house, 25 Pall Mall. Dined 
at home with Lady Scott a.ud Anne. 


and did not rtdurn to I']diul)urjj;h till Saturday 
2:Jd Mandi. JauK'S Sliiart of DuiMsarn r.hal- 
longo.d him on Monday; they (oii}j;ht on Tim'K- 
day, an<l lioKWcll died on tiu'. (blUuvii^' <lay, 
Mar<;h 27. Mr. Ldckhart sjiys that “novoral 
cinniinHtauco.s of Sir Alc.sandfr’s (U*aMi ar<5 
ar.tly r('i»r()du(:(!d in tlu', dud scunu in ,S7. Ro- 
mm's Well.'' 

^ III a h'Mcr to Skmic writ tun lal(! in 1.S2I. 
SroU, in I'Xpn'r.siii}' lii:; rcynd. at nut hciiij' abli^ 
to inu(*t Ho.swcll, add; , “I hd|M' .1, Hit/ (‘(uuch 
to inakn Homo s tay, but I :.lial! rcarcu furjpv*'. 
iiim Ibr not. i-omiiu': at. thu tinu : uai.cm.” Tlu^ 
l>roth(‘r.s BohwuU had been Mr. Skuiur :; ra-luiob 
followK and intimate IViundH; and he had hvi'd 
much with them both m Kny.land and Simt- 
land. 

Mr. SkciK* ! ay:', in a ntde tu lad ter 2.d, that 
“ they vvid'c meu <d' rcmurkablc talent.!, ami 
JumeH of great, learning, both evincing a da:;h 


of thoir futhcr’K oe.eentrie.ity, bvit joined to 
gri'aUd' talent. Sir Walter took great pleaHure 
in their .soe.iid.y, but .lame.s being reKident in 
l.ondon, the opportunity of enjoying his eoiu- 
paiiy bad of late bi'eii rare. ll|)on tlie pri'sent 
oer.aHiou h<^ laid dined with me in the gn^atest 
health and .sjiirits tlie evening hefon^ Iuk de- 
partiin* for bondon, and in a week wo hud ae.- 
<!ountH of luH having been Hidzed by a sudden 
ilhii'.sH which (%'irried him <ill’ In a fmv wi'ekw 
more his lindlnu’, Sir Ah^xamb'r, was kilb'd in 
a duel oe.<’aHiun<'(i by a Ibolii-h political laui- 
p«ion which Ii<^ had wriltiui, and in a thought- 
li'SH niaimer Hull'cred to llnd its way to a nows- 
paper.” — Rt'iuiiitst'rmrs. 

- Sc<* /.//(', vol. V. p. H7. 

•' Henry Suvary, son <d’a banker in Uri.stol, 
h.'ul been tried for forgery a lew nmntliB be- 
fore. 

'• l'’roin \y/i(U d'l/c.rall il }“ by John (Jay. 
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December 22.— I wrote six of my close pages ye.stenlay, which i.s 

and strikingly together the known and acknowledged fiu t.s th.ui a 
dull boring narrative, pausing to see further into a imll-stone at, cvciy 
momentthan the nature of the mill-stone admits. Nothing is so tin - 
some as walking through some beautiful scene with a mnintr ph,lm,>- 
pher, a botanist, or pebble-gatherer, who is eternally cal hng your atten- 
tion from the grand features of the natural scenery to look at grasses 
and chucky-stones. Yet, in their way, they give useful inforinat ion ; 
and so does the minute historian. Gad, I think that will look vvoll m thc‘ 
preface. My bile is quite gone. I really believe it arose from meiv 
anxiety. What a wonderful connection between the miiul mui (hhIv . 

The air of ‘'Bonnie Dundee” running in my head to-day, I 
[wrote] a few verses to it before dinner, taking the kc}-not(‘ fiom 
the story of Clavers leaving the Scottish Convention of Estatos in 
1688-9.^ I wonder if they are good. Ah! poor Will Erskiiie!^ 
thou couldst and wouldst have told me. T must consult .1. B., who 
is as honest as was W. E. But then, though he has good taste too, 
there is a little of Big Bow-wow about it. Can’t say what ma<le im*. 
take a frisk so uncommon of late years, as to write verses of fr(‘e- 
will. I suppose the same impulse which makes birds sing wlum tin* 
storm seems blown over. 

Dined at Lord Minto’s. There were Lord and Lady Rut liven, 
"Will Clerk, and Thomas Thomson, — a right choice party. Then* was 
also my very old friend Mrs. Brydone, the relict of the traveller/ and 
daughter of Principal Robertson, and really worthy of such a con- 
nection — Lady Minto, who is also peculiarly agreeable— and ht*r sis« 
ter, Mrs. Admiral Adam, in the evening. 

December 23. — The present Lord Minto is a very agrei^ahh*, wtdi- 
informed, and sensible man, but be possesses neither tin* high !»n*cd- 
ing, ease of manner, nor eloquence of his father, the iirst i^arl. That 
Sir Gilbert was indeed a man among a thousand. 1 knew him vt*ry 
intimately in the beginning of the century, and, which was vtu’v agree - 
able, was niuch at his house on very easy terms, lie loved the M uses, 
and worshipped them in secret, and used to read some of his [loetry, 
which was but middling. 


1 Life of Najpoleon.—j. g. l. 

2 See Scott’s Poetical Works, vol. xii. pp 

194-97 I. G. L. ^ 

3 William Erskine of Kinnedder was Scott’s 
senior by two years at the bar, having passed 
Advocate in 1790. He became Sheriff of Ork- 
ney in 1809, and took his seat on the Bench as 
Lord Kinnedder, 29 January, 1822; he died on 
the 14th of August following. Scott and he 
met first in 1792, and, as is well known, he af- 
terwards “became the nearest and most confi- 


dential of all his Edinburgh asHociulc:; " In 
he arranged with the ijublislien-: for Srntf; far 
liest literary venture, a thin Iti) uf : «»me iH 
pages entitled The (Ihase, et(% Sfc LH'e t hr<<ngh 
out, more partie.ularly vol. i. pp. 279 so, x\:i' i 
338-9; ii. pp. 103-4; iv. pp, 12, liIO, Or.P; v, p’ 
174; Vi. p. 393; vii. pp. 1, 5, 0, 7o 71, Sef Ap 
pendix for Mr. Skene’s ae.eount (d' the dc; inn; 
tion of the letters from Scott to Kr. kine. 

yjPatrick Brydone, author of.l Tour Thrumh 
Sialy and Malta. 2 voIb. Bvo, 1773. 
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Tom Campbell lived at Minto, but it was in a state of dependence 
which he brooked very ill. He was kindly treated, but would not 
see it in the right view, and suspected slights, and so on, where no 
such thing was meant. There was a turn of Savage about Tom, 
though without liis blackguardism — a kind of waywardness of mind 
and irritability that must have made a man of his genius truly un- 
happy. Lord Minto, with the mildest manners, was very tenacious 
of his opinions, although he changed them twice in the crisis of poli- 
tics. lie was the early friend of JFox, and made a figure towards the 
end of the American war, or during the struggles betwixt Fox and 
Pitt. Then came the Revolution, and he joined the Anti-Gallican 
party so keenly, that he declared against Addington’s peace with 
France, and was for a time, I believe, a Wyndhamite. He was rec- 
onciled to the Whigs on the Fox and Grenville coalition ; but I have 
heard that Fox, contrary to his wont, retained such personal feelings 
as made him object to Sir Gilbert Elliot’s having a seat in the Cabi- 
net ; so he was sent as Governor-General to India — a better thing, I 
take it, for his fortune. lie died shortly after his return,^ at Hatheld 
or Barnet, on his way down to his native country. lie was a most 
pleasing and amiable man. I was very sorry for his death, though I 
do not Iviiow how we should have met, for the contested election in 
1805 [in Roxburghshire] had placed some coldness betwixt the pres- 
ent Lord and me. I was certainly anxious for Sir Alexander Don, 
both as friend of my most kind friend Charles, Duke of Buccleuch, 
and on political accounts ; and those thwartings are what men in pub- 
lic life do not like to endure. After a cessation of friendship for 
some years, we have come about again. We never had the slightest 
personal dispute or disagreement. But politics are the blowpipe be- 
neath whose influence the best cemented friendships too often dis- 
sever ; and ours, ofter all, was only a very familiar a,cquaintance. 

It is very odd that the common people at Minto and the neigh- 
bourhood will not l)(hi(^v(‘ to this liour that the first Earl is dead. 
They think In* Inid don<‘ something in India which he could not an- 
swer for — that the. house* was nihuilt on a scale unusually large to 
give him a suitei of se'cret apartimmts, ai^^d that hci often waJks about 
tin* wooels and crags (d* Minto at night, with a white* nightc.a.[>, and 
long whit<‘ heard. Tin*, circumsl.ancei of his luiving died on the road 
down to Scotland is the. soh* foundation of this absurd l(*g(*inl, whi(*!i 
shows how willing tin*, vulg.ar an* to gull t lnmis(*lv(is wlnui they c.a.n 
find no oin* (dse* to take tin* t.rouhh*. I ha,v<‘ S(‘c.n pi'oph* who c.ould 
read, write, and cipher, shrug tln*ir shouhlers ajid look inyshu’ioiis 
when this subject was mentioned, < )in‘ V('i’y absurd addition was 
made on (weasion of a great, hall ;it. Minto House*, which it. was said 
was gl\(‘n to elraw all peoph* away from tin* grounds, that, tin* e'.on- 
e'caled I'iarl might. ha\<* leisure* fe»r his e‘Xe*reise*. I'his was on the 


J eailicrl, K;irl of Minto, dwil in .linn', isM. j. i,. 
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principle in the German play,' where, to hide their conspiracy, the 
associates join in a chorus song. 

We dined at home ; Mr. Davidof and his tutor kcjjt an tuigaij^e- 
ment with us to dinner notwithstanding the death of the Emperor 
Alexander. They went to the play with the woinaiikiiui ; i stayed 
at , home to write. 

December 24. — Wrote Walter and Jane, and gave the former an 
account of how things had been in the money market, and th(‘ loan 
of £10,000. Constable has a scheme of publishing the W(»rks (»f the 
Author of W[averley] in a superior style, at £l. Is. volume. I le says 
he will answer for making £20,000 of this, and lil)erallv (dTensi me 
any share of the profit. I have no great claim to any, as I have only 
to contribute the notes, which are light work; yet a few thousands 
coming in will be a good thing — besides the r[rintingj Dfllec*. ( on- 
stable, though valetudinary, and cross with his partner, is (*ertainly as 
good a pilot in these rough seas as ever man put faith in. His rally 
has put me in mind of the old song : — 


“ The tailor raise and shook his duds, 

He gar’d the Bills flee aff in duds, 

And fchey that stayed gat fearfu’ thuds — 
The tailor proved a man, 0.”^ 


We are for Abbotsford to-day, with a light heart. 

Abbotsford^ December 25. — ^Arrived here last night at scvtm. ( )ur 
halls are silent compared to last year, but let us he thankfiil-^-whcn 
we think how near the chance appeared but a week since that thcsi* 
halls would have been ours no longer. Barharus hun m/dvs / Xni- 
lum numem abest, si sit prudentia. There shall be no la(‘k of wisdom. 
But Q,om%---ilfautcultiver noire jardin? Let us see: I will write out 
the “Bonnets of Bonnie Dundee”; I will sketch a preface^ to Ln 
Moch^acqueUn for Oonstablds Miscellany, and try about a ^uvvhuvu 
of notes for the W[averley Novels], Together with Iclter.s aii.i 
Dusiness, it will be a good day's work, 

make a vow, 

And keep it true.” 

invitation for dinner, save one to Newton-Ditn, .■md 
Mertoun to-morrow, instead of Christmas Day. Ou this day df kcu- 
eral devotion I have a particular call for gratitude ! ! i ^ 

My God! what poor creatures we are! After all mv f-nV , ,• 
posals yesterday, I was seized with a most violent ii ; 

kidney and parts adjacent, which, ioined to dcidlv ui l- i 




® See Candide.—j, a. i,. 
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son.^ He came and inquired, pronouncing the complaint to be grav- 
el augmented by bile. I was in great agony till about two o’clock, 
but awoke with the pain gone. I got up, had a fire in my dressing- 
closet, and had Dalglcish to shave me — two trifles, which I only men- 
tion, because they arc contrary to my hardy and independent personal 
liabits. But although a man cannot be a hero to his valet, his valet 
in sickness becomes of great use to him. I cannot expect that this 
first will be the last visit of this cruel complaint ; but shall we re- 
ceive good at the hand of God, and not receive evil ? 

Decemher 27. — Slept twelve hours at a stretch, being much ex- 
hausted. Totally without pain to-day, but uncomfortable from the 
effects of calomel, which, with me at least, is like the assistance of an 
auxiliary army, just one degree more tolerable than the enemy it 
chases away. Calomel contemplations are not worth recording. I 
wrote an introduction and a few notes to the Memoirs of Madame La 
Mochejacquelin^^ being all that I was equal to„ 

Sir Adam Ferguson came over and tried to marry my verses to 
the %ine of ‘‘ Bonnie Dundee.” They seem well adapted to each 
other. Dined with Lady Scott and Anne. 

Worked at Pepys in the evening, with the purpose of review for 
Lockhart.^ Notwithstanding the depressing effects of the calomel, I 
feel the pleasure of being alone and uninterrupted. Few men, lead- 
ing a quiet life, and without any strong or highly varied change of 
circumstances, have seen more variety of society than I — few have 
enjoyed it more, or been bored, as it is called, less by the company of 
tiresome people. I have rarely, if ever, found any one, out of whom 
I could not extract amusement or edification ; and were I obliged to 
account for hints afforded on such occasions, I should make an ample 
deduction from my inventive powers. Still, however, from the earli- 
est time. I can remember, I preferred tlie pleasure of being alone to 
waiting for visitors, and have often taken a bannock and a bit of 
chec'se t(j tin* wood or hill, to avoid dining with company. As I grew 
from boyhood to manhood I sa,\v this would not do: and that to gain 
a places in men’s estciun I must mix and busth^ with tlnun. Ihide 
and an excitation of spirits supplied the vv.iil pleasun; which others 
s<*(‘m to fe(‘l in society, and certainly upon many occasions it was 
n'al. Still, if tin* (piestion was, (^t.ernal company, witliont the power 
of retiring within y<Mirs(‘lf, or solitary emdinmnent for life, I should 
say, ‘‘ Turnk(‘y, hxdc th(^ cell T’ My lif<‘, though not without its llts 
(»f waking and strong ex(U*tion, has betai a sort <d' dream, spent in 

“Chewing the cud of sweet, ;uid bilUa' hiiiey.”^ 

1 have Worn a wishing-cap, the poW<‘r of which lias been to dlv(n-l 


1 .latiir:; ( 'l;uk: nil !■: ,| ureriin Mc-lni n, . mi ^ Sn- tin* (Jintrfrrl i/ h'> ririi’ I'nr 1 H'il» 

to S< (ttf. fill! Iririiil. hr, < ;,im uI Si'lLiiU. — nr Ihi nmu:: I . 1 . o. ],. 

J <i I. 

Sfc f '..n,':/.;'. /»•’.: i:.‘ i\',! ni/, Vnl v j i; t,. •* .1.; J’m/ II, Art iv. Sr, :5 


.1 <; L. 
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ai‘rial trowel— is fatal to exertions in actual life- I cannot tell; I 
bm not found it so. I cannot, indeed, say like Madame Genlis, that 
in 4e imatrinary scenes in which I have acted a part I ever prepared 
m if h^anvthing which actually befell me ; but I have certain y 
ftikmcd out much that made the present hour pass pleasantly 
wav and much that has enabled me to contribute to the amuse- 
mcirt of the public. Since I was five years old I cannot remember 
the time when I had not some ideal part to play for my own solitary 


28.— Somehow I think the attack on Christmas Day 
hm ken of a critical kind, and, having gone ofi so well, may he pro- 
ductive rather of health than continued indisposition. If one is to 
get a renewal of health in his fifty-fourth year, he must look to pay 
ine for it. Last night George Thomson' came to see how I was, 
iM>or fellow. He has talent, is well informed, and has an excellent 
heart ; but there is an eccentricity about him that defies description. 
I wish to God I saw him provided in a country kirk. That, vvith a 
rational wife— that is, if there is such a thing to be gotten for him, — 
would, I think, bring him to a steady temper. At present he is be- 
tween the tyning and the winning. If I could get him to set to any 
hard study, he w^ould do something clever. 

Hoit io 7mke a critic , — A sly rogue, sheltering himself under the 
gentTie name of Mr. Campbell, requested of me, through the penny- 
|>ost, thi‘ loan of £50 for two years, having an impulse, as he said, to 
make tliis demand. xVs I felt no corresponding impulse, I begged to 
decline a demand which might have been as reasonably made by any 
Campbell on earth; and another impulse has determined the man of 
ifty pounds to send me anonymous abuse of my works and temper 
and selfish disposition. The severity of the joke lies in 14d. for post- 
age, to avoid which his next epistle shall go back to tbe clerks of the 
I\)<t Ufiiee, as not for S. W. S. How tbe severe rogue would be dis- 
ippointed, if he knew’ I never looked at more than the first and last 
lines of his satirical effusion I 

\\ hen I first saw that a literary profession was to be my fate, I 
endeavoured by all efforts of stoicism to divest myself of that irrita- 
ble degree of sensibility — or, to speak plainly, of vanity — which 
makes the poetical race miserable and ridiculous. Tlie anxiety of a 
Usv! iiir praise and for compliments I have always endeavoured [to 

kcrfi ihjwii]. 

Bteeikhr 20.' Base feelings this same calomel gives one — mean, 
puur, and abject— a wretch, as Will Rose says 




t’ltnr at Abb.M?for.l. Mr. look- 
n's*. a.* the «lioet is passing 
the dcaih of jiie Rev George 


Thomson— the happy ‘Dominie Thomson’ of 
the happy days of Abbotsford: lie died at Ed- 
inburgh on the 8th of January, 1838, ” 
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“Fie, fie, on silly coward man, 

That he should be the slave o’t.” ^ 

Then it makes one “ wofully dogged and snappish,” as Dr. Rutty, the 
Quaker, says in his GurnaU 

Sent Lockhart four pages on Sheridan’s plays ; not very good, I 
think, but the demand came sudden. Must go to — k !* yet am 
vexed by that humour of contradiction which makes me incline to do 
anything else in preference. Commenced preface for new edition of 
my Novels. The city of Cork send my freedom in a silver box. I 
thought I was out of their grace for going to see Blarney rather than 
the Cove, for which I was attacked and defended in the papers when 
in Ireland. I am sure they are so civil that I would have gone wher- 
ever they wished me to go if I had had any one to have told me what 
I ought to he most inquisitive about. 

“For if I should as lion come in strife 
Into such a place, ’t were pity of my life.” ^ 

December 30. — Spent at home and in labour — with the weight of 
unpleasant news from Edinburgh. J. B. is like to be pinched next 
week unless the loan can be brought forward. I must and have en- 
deavoured to supply him. At present the result of my attempts is 
uncertain. I am even more anxious about C[onstable] d>Co., unless 
they can get assistance from their London friends to whom they gave 
much. All is in God’s hands. The worst can only be what I have 
before anticipated. But I must, I think, renounce the cigars. They 
brought back (using two this evening) the irritation of which I had 
no feelings while abstaining from them. Dined alone writh Gordon,^ 
Lady S., and Anne. James Curie, Melrose, has handsomely lent me 
£000 ; he has done kindly. I have served him before and will again 
if in my power. 

December 31. — Took a good sharp walk the first time since my 
illness, and found myself the better in health and spirits. Being 
Hogmanay, there dined with us Colonel Russell and his sisters, Sir 
Adam Ferguson and Lady, Colonel Ferguson, with Mary and Mar- 
garet ; an auld-warld party, who made themselves happy in the auld 
"fashion. I felt so tired about eleven that I was forced to steal to bed. 


1 Barns's “ 0 poortith cauld and restless 
love.” 

2 John Rutty, D. , a physician of some emi- 
nence in Dublin, dit'd in iTT.'i, and his executors 
publislK'd hi.s very curious and absurd “Spirit- 
ual Diary and Soliloquies.” Boswell describes 
Johnson as being much amused with the Quak- 


er doctor’s minute confessions. See the Life 
of Johnson’s sub anno 1777.— j. g. l. 

3 Woodstock — contracted for in 1823. 

^ A Midsummer Night's Dream, Act iii. Sc. 1. 
5 George Huntly Gordon, amanuensis to 
Scott. 
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1. — A year lias passed — another has commenced. These 
divisions of time influence our feelings as they recur. Yet 
tlicre is nothing in it; for every day in the year closes a twelve- 
month as well as the 31st December. The latter is only the solemn 
pause, as when a guide, showing a wild and mountainous road, calls 
on s party to pause and look back at the scenes which they have 
Jiisl passed. To me this new year opens sadly. There are these 
troublesome pecuniary diflSculties, which however, I think, this week 
should end. There is the absence of all my children, Anne excepted, 
from our little family festival. There is, besides, that ugly report of 
the 15th Hussars going to India. Walter, I suppose, will have some 
step III view, and will go, and I fear Jane will not dissuade him. 

A hard, frosty day — cold, but dry and pleasant under foot. 
Walked into the plantations with Anne and Anne Russell. A 
thought strikes me, alluding to this period of the year. People say 
that the whole human frame in all its parts and divisions is gradually 
ill the act of decaying and renewing. What a curious timepiece it 
would be that could indicate to us the moment this gradual and in- 
sensible change had so completely taken place that no atom was left 
of the original person who had existed at a certain period, but there 
existed in his stead another person having the same limbs, thews, 
and sinews, the same face and lineaments, the same consciousness — 
a new ship built on an old plank — a pair of transmigrated stockings, 
like those of Sir John Cutler,^ all green silk, without one thread of 
the original black silk left! Singular— to be at once another and 
toe same. 


clearing up in Edinburgh once more, and 
aJl will, I believe, do vtell. I am pressed to get on with Woods toc/c, 
aii4 nmst try. I wish I could open a good vein of interest which 
li .reathe freely. I must take my old way, and write myself 
™ ' f '"f f “y task. It is only when I dally with wLt I 

Mi akut, look back, and aside, instead of keeping my eyes straight 
^ these cold sinkings of the heart. ^1 men I slp- 

®®“®^tion of a sailor when 
Uie >Lp IS cleared for action, and all are at their places-gloomy 


pir:- Hk yet liberal London mer- 
--■ n. Hvrly bah ts gave Arbuthnot 
u;r.a..' -. i lutf Hion*. Professor 


Philosophy of the Hu- 
Scriblerus, 

cap. XU., Pope, vol. iv. p. 54, Edin. 1776. 
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enougli ; but the first broadside puts all to rights. Dined at Huntly 
Burn with the Fergusons en masse. 

January 3. — Promises a fair day, and I think the progress of my 
labours will afford me a little exercise, which I greatly need to help off 
the calomel feeling. Walked with Colonel Russell from eleven till 
two — the first good day’s exercise I have had since coming here. We 
went through all the Terrace, the Roman Planting,^ over by the Stiel 
and Haxellcleuch, and so by the Rhymer’s Glen to Chiefswood/ 
which gave my heart a twinge, so disconsolate it seemed. Yet all is 
for the best. Called at Huntly Burn, and shook hands with Sir Adam 
and his Lady just going off. When I returned, signed the bond for 
£10,000, which will disencumber me of all pressing claims when I 

get forward W k and Nap. there will be £12,000 and upwards, 

and T hope to add £3000 against this -time next year, or the devil 
must hold the dice. J. B. writes me seriously on the carelessness of 
my style. I do not think I am more careless than usual ; but I dare 
say he is right. I will be more cautious. 

January 4. — Despatched the deed yesterday executed. Mr. and 
Mrs. Skene, my excellent friends, came to us from Edinburgh. Skene, 
distinguished for his attainments as a draughtsman, and for his 
highly gentlemanlike feelings and character, is Laird of Rubislaw, 
near Aberdeen. Having had an elder brother, his education was 
somewhat neglected in early life, against which disadvantage he made 
a most gallant [fight], exerting himself much to obtain those accom- 
plishments which he has since possessed. Admirable in all exercises, 
there entered a good deal of the cavalier into his early character. Of 
late he has given himself much to the study of antiquities. His wife, 
a most excellent person, was tenderly fond of Sophia. They bring 
so much old-fashioned kindness and good-humour with them, besides 
the recollections of other times, that they must be always welcome 
guests. Letter from Mr. Scrope,*^ announcing a visit. 

January 6 . — Got the desired accommodation with Coutts, which 
will put J. B. quite straight, but am a little anxious still about Con- 
stable. He has immense stock, to be sure, and most valuable, but he 
may have sacrifices to make to convert a large portion of it into 
ready money. The accounts from London are most disastrous. 
Many wealthy persons totally ruined, and many, manv more have 
been obliged to purchase their safety at a price they will feel all 
their lives. I do not hear things are so bad in Edinburgh ; and J. 
B.’s business has been transacted by the banks with liberality. 


1 This plantation now covers the remains ot 
an old Roman road from the Great Camp on 
the Eildon Hills to the ford below Scott’s house. 

— J. G. L. 

2 The residence for several years of Mr. and 
Mrs. Lockhart. 

3 When settling his estate on his eldest son, 
Sir Walter had retained the power of burdening 
it with £10,000 for behoof of his younger chil- 
dren ; he now raised the sum for the assistance 


of the struggling firms.— j. g. l. See Dec. 14, 
1825. 

4 William Scropc, author of Days of Deer 
Stallcing, roy. 8vo, 1830; and Days and Nights 
of Salmon Fishing, roy. Svo, 1843; died in his 
81st year in 1852. Mr. Lockhart says of this 
enthusiastic sportsman that at this time “ho 
had a lea.so of l.ord Somerville’s pavilion oppo- 
site Melrose, and lived on terms of allectionate 
intimacy with !8ir Walter Scott.” 
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Colonel Russell told us last night that the last of the Moguls, 
descendant of Kubla-Khan, though having no more power than h 
effiffies at the hack of a set of playing-cards, refused to meet Loi 
Hastings, because the Governor-General would not agree to remai 
standing in his presence. Pretty well for the blood of Timur in thei 

*^*^nch alamed. I had walked till twelve with Skene and Col. Ru 
sell* and then sat down to my work. To my horror and surprise 
could neither write nor spell, but put down one word for anothe 
and wrote nonsense. I was mucli overpowered at the same tim 
and could not conceive the reason. I fell asleep, however, in re 
chair, and slept for two hours. On waking my head was clearer, an 
I began to recollect that last night I had taken the anodyne left f ( 
the purpose by Clarkson, and being disturbed in the course of tl 
night, I had not slept it off. 

Obliged to give up writing to-day — ^read Pepys instead. Tl 
Scotts of Harden were to have dined, but sent an apology, — stor; 
coming on. Bussells left us this morning to go to Haining. 

Jmtmry 6.— This seems to he a feeding storm, coming on by litt 
and little. Wrought all day and dined quiet. My disorder is wearir 
off, and the quiet society of the Skenes suits with my present humou 
I really thought I was in for some very had illness. Curious expressic 
of an Indian-born hoy just come from Bengal, a son of my cous; 
George Swinton. The child saw a hare run across the fields, and e. 
claimed, ‘‘ See, there is a little tiger 1” 

January Sunday, — ^Knight, a young artist, son of the perforr 
er, came to paint my picture at the request of Terry. This is very f; 
from agreeable, as I submitted to this distressing state of constraii 
last year to Newton, at request of Lockhart ; to Leslie, at reque 
of my American friend to Wilkie, for his picture of the King’s a 
rival at Ilolyrood House ; and some one besides, I am as tired < 
the operation as old Maida, who had been so often sketched that 1 
got up and went away with signs of loathing whenever he saw an ai 
ist unfurl his paper and handle his brushes. But this young man 
civil and modest ; and I have agreed he shall sit in the room while 
work, and take the best likeness he can, without compelling me in 
fixed attitudes or the yawning fatigues of an actual sitting. I thin 
if he has talent, he may do more my way than in the custom a; 
miHie ; at least I can t have the hang-dog look which the unfortuna 
llieNeiis jas "who is doomed to sit for what seems an eternity.* 


i Mr. Tlcknor of Boston. He saw 

aarh and bis family in the spring of 

In.* sii i. l.nhurjib and at Abbotsford; and was 
n-t>tUiid m Both visits are well 
^ published in Boston 


srs 1.H was of opinion that Leslie 
p nr.it h.T father was the best e.vtar 
* u. n,: e juals it except Chautre] 
— Li-&.nc‘f£ LifCj yoL l p. 107 . 


Leslie himself thought Chantrey’s was i 
best of all the portraits. “ The gentle turn 
the head, inclined a little forward and dov 
and the lurking humour iu the eye and abi 
the mouth, are Scott’s own .” — Autobiograt 
cal Recollections of Leslie, edited by Tavl 
vol. 1. p. 118 , ^ 

^ sedet, eternumque sedebit 

Infelix Theseus . . . 

Virgil.— j. g. i 
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I wrought till two o’clock — indeed till I was almost nervous with 
correcting and scribbling. I then walked, or rather was dragged, 
through the snow by Tom Purdie, while Skene accompanied. AVhat 
a blessing there is in a man like Tom, whom no familiarity can spoil, 
whom you may scold and praise and joke with, knowing the quality 
of the man is unalterable in his love and reverence to his master. Use 
an ordinary servant in the same way and he will be your master in a 
month. We should thank God for the snow as well as summer flow- 
ers. This brushing exercise has put all my nerves into tone again, 
which were really jarred with fatigue until my very backbone seemed 
breaking. This comes of trying to do too much. J. B.’s news are as 
good as possible. — Prudence, prudence, and all will do excellently. 

January 8. — Frost and snow still. Write to excuse myself from 
attending the funeral of my aunt, Mrs. Curie, which takes place to- 
morrow at Kelso. She was a woman of the old Sandy-Ejiowe breed, 
with the strong sense, high principle, and indifferent temper w^hich be- 
longed to my father’s family. She lived with great credit on a mod- 
erate income, and, I believe, gave away a great deal of it.’ 

January 9. — Mathews the comedian and his son came to spend a 
day at Abbotsford. The last is a clever young man, with much of 
his father’s talent for mimicry. Rather forward though.^ Mr. Scrope 
also came out, which fills our house. 

January 10. — Bodily health, the mainspring of the microcosm, 
seems quite restored. No more flinching or nervous fits, but the 
sound mind in the sound body. What poor things does a fever-fit or 
an overflowing of the bile make of the masters of creation ! 

The snow begins to fall thick this morning — 

“The landlord then aloud did say, 

As how he wished they would go away.” 

To have our friends shut up here would be rather too much of a good 
thing. 

The day cleared up and was very pleasant. Had a good walk and 
looked at the curling. Mr. Mathews made himself very amusing in 
the evening. He has the good-nature to show' his accomplishments 
without pressing, and without the appearance of feeling pain. On the 
contrary, I dare say he enjoys the pleasure he communicates. 

January 11. — I got proof-sheets, in which it seems I have repeat- 
ed a whole passage of history which had been told before. James is 
in an awful stew, and I cannot blame him ; but then he should con- 


1 In a letter of this date to his sister-in-law, 
Mrs. Thomas Scott, Sir Walter says: — “Poor 
aunt Curlie died like a Roman, or rather like 
one of the Sandy- Knowe bairns, the most sto- 
ical race I ever knew. She turned every one 
out of the room, and drew her last breath alone. 
So did my uncle, Captain Robert Scott, and sev- 
eral others of that family.”— j. G. t/. 

4 


2 See letter addressed by C. J. Matbow.= to 
his mother, in which he say.s, “I tovok jiartic- 
ular notice of everything in'the room (vSir Wal- 
ter’s sanctum), and if he had left vie there, 
should certainty have read all his notesd^ Me- 
moirs, edited by Dickens, 2 vols., London, 1879, 
vol i. p. 284. 
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sider the K ^ 
about the money-market. 


I was taking, and the anxious botherati 
However, as Chaucer says : — 


“There is na workeman 
That can bothe worken wel and hastilie ; 
This must be done at leisure parfitly.” ' 


January 12 .— Mathews last night gave us a very perfect imitati 
of old Cumberland, who carried the poetic jealousy and irritabili 
further than any man I ever saw. He was a great flatterer too, t 
old rogue. Will Erskine used to admire him. I think he want 
originSitv. A very high-bred man in point of manners in society. 

My little artist, Knight, gets on better with his portrait— the fei 
ures are, however, too pinched, I think. 

Upon the whole, the days pass pfeasantly enough-— work till o 
or two, then an hour or two^s walk in the snow, then lighter work, 
reading. Late dinner, and singing or chat in the evening. Mathe’ 
has really all the will, as well as the talent, to be amusing. He cc 
firms my idea of ventriloquism (which is an absurd word), as beii 
merely the art of imitating sounds at a greater or less distance, assii 
ed by* some little points of trick to influence the imagination of t' 
audience— the vulgar idea of a peculiar organisation (beyond finene 
of ear and of utterance) is nonsense. 

January 13. — Our party are about to disperse — 

“like youthful steers unyoked, east, north, and south.” ^ 


I am not sorry, being one of those whom too much mirth always i 
dines to sadness. The missing so many of my own family, togeth 
with the serious inconveniences to which I have been exposed, ga 
me at present a desire to be alone. The Skenes return to Edinburg 
so does Mr, Scrope — item, the little artist; Mathews to Newcastle ; I 
son to Liverpocl. So exeunt oiiines.^ 


* MtrtkmVs Tale, lin^ 9706-8, slightly al- 
tered, 

* ‘i King Hemy IV., Act rr. Sc.2.— J. G. L. 

5 ■■ I bad loDg l>eeii in the habit of passing 
the ChriJ^imas with Sir Walter in the country, 
«ticn he had gi^t pleasure in assembling what 
he calli‘4 ‘a fireside party,’ where he was al- 
ways* to indulge in the free and unre- 

HraiiitHl outpouring of his cheerful and con- 
T Anaa disposition. Upon one of these occasions 
the ihmitnlian Mathews and his son were at 
Abkjisftird, and most entertaining they were, 
g viBg as a full display of all their varied pow- 
ers m seixkh? representations, narrations, songs, 
vrntriliM^iUisin, and frolic of every description 
as Weil as a string of most amusing anecdote’ 
crstected with the professional adventures of 
ii.c el uf r, and the travels of the son. who seemed 
m ffiui-h a genius as his father. He has never 
ai i^ars^d on the stage, although abundantly fit 
h> u bimself in that department, but 

aa? ukeii to the profession of architecture. 


Notwithstanding that the snow lay pretty d^ 
on the ground, Sir Walter, old Mathews, i 
myself set out with the deerhounds and terri 
to have a large range through the woods i 
high grounds; and a most amusing excurs 
it was, from the difficulties which Mathe 
unused to that sort of scrambling, had to 
counter, being also somewhat lame from an 
cident he had met with in being thrown out 
S' gig, —the good-humoured manner with wh 
each of my two lame companions strove to 
over the bad passes, their jokes upon it, all 
nately shouting for my assistance to help th 
through, and with all the liveliness of tl 
conversation, as every anecdote which one t 
was in emulation tried to be outdone by 
other by some incident equally if not more 
tertaining, — and it may be well supposed t 
the healthful exercise of a walk of this desc: 
tion disposed every one to enjoy the festh 
which was to close the day.”— ilfr. Ska 
Eeminiscences. 
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Mathews assures me that Sheridan was generally very dull in so- 
ciety, and sate sullen and silent, swallowing glass after glass, rather a 
hindrance than a help. But there was a time when he broke out with 
a resumption of what had been going on, done with great force, and 
generally attacking some person in the company, or some opinion 
which he had expressed. I never saw Sheridan but in large parties. 
He had a Bardolph countenance, with heavy features, but his eye pos- 
sessed the most distinguished brilliancy. Mathews says it is very 
simple in Tom Moore to admire how Sheridan came by the means of 
paying the price of Drury Lane Theatre, when all the world knows he 
never paid it at all ; and that Lacy, who sold it, was reduced to want 
by his breach of faith. ^ Dined quiet with Anne, Lady Scott, and 
Gordon. 

January 14 . — An odd mysterious letter from Constable, who is 
gone post to London, to put something to rights which is wrong be- 
twixt them, their banker, and another moneyed friend. It strikes me 
to be that sort of letter which I have seen men write when they are 
desirous that their disagreeable intelligence should be rather appre- 
hended than avowed. I thought he had been in London a fortnight 
ago, disposing of property to meet this exigence, and so I think he 
should. Well, I must have patience. But these terrors and frights 
are truly annoying. Luckily the funny people are gone, and I shall 
not have the task of grinning when I am serious enough. Dined as 
yesterday. 

A letter from J. B. mentioning Constable’s journey, but without 
expressing much, if any, apprehension. He knows C. well, and saw 
him before his departure, and makes no doubt of his being able easily 
to extricate whatever may be entangled. I will not, therefore, make 
myself uneasy. I can help doing so surely, if I will. At least, I 
have given up cigars since the year began, and have now no wish to 
return to the habit, as it is called. I see no reason why one should 
not be able to vanquish, with God's assistance, these noxious thoughts 
which foretell evil but cannot remedy it. 

January 15 . — Like yesterday, a hard frost. Thermometer at 10 ; 
water in my dressing-room frozen to Hint ; yet I had a fine walk yes- 
terday, the sun dancing delightfully on ‘\grim Nature’s visage hoar.”" 
Were it not the plague of being dragged along by another person, I 
should like such weather as well as summer ; but having Tom Purdie 
to do this office reconciles me to it. I cannot clelk luith John^ as old 
Mrs. Mure [of Caldwell] used to say. I mean, that an ordinary me- 
nial servant thus hooked to your side reminds me of the twin bodies 
mentioned by Pitscottie, being two trunks on the same w^aist and legs. 
One died before the other, and remained a dead burden on the back 
of its companion.^ Such is close union with a person wffioin you can- 

1 See Moore’s Life of Sheridan^ vol. i. p. 191. 3 Lindsay’s Chronicles of Scotland, 2 vols. 

This work was published late in 1825.— J. g. l. Edin. 1814, pp. 240-7. 

3 Burns’s Fmon. — j. g. l. 
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r.it mdl fOBTerse with, and whose presence is yet indispensable to 
mm mtmm on. An actual companion, whether humble or your equal, 
i ^ still worn? But Tom Purdie is just the thing, kneaded up between 
llie frkiid and servant, as well as Uncle Toby’s bowling-green between 
»iitl and clav. You are certain he is proud as well as patient under 
liiis liyrthen, and you are under no more constraint than with a pony. 
I iiiust ride’him to-day if the weather holds up. Meantime I will cor- 
rt’^1 tlial curious fellow Pepys’ Diary,— I mean the article I have made 

of it for the Quarterly. , ,, 

January 16.— Came through cold roads to as cold 
news. Ilorat and Robinson have suffered a bill of £1000 to come 
back upon Constable, which I suppose infers the ruin of both bouses. 
We shall soon see. Constable, it seems, who was to have set off in 
the last week of December, dawdled here till in all human probability 
his going or staying became a matter of mighty little consequence. 
He could not be*there till Monday night, and his resources must have 
eonie too late. Dined with the Skenes.^ 

Jmmry If. — James Ballantyne this morning — good honest fel- 
low, with a visage as black as the crook.* He hopes no salvation ; 
has indeed taken measures to stop. It is hard, after having fought 
such a battle. Have apologised for not attending the Royal Society 
Club, who have a gaudeamus on this day, and seemed to count much 
on my being the proses. 

My old acquaintance, Miss Elizabeth Clerk, sister of Willie, died 
suddenly. I cannot choose but wish it had been S. W. S., and yet 
flic feeling is unmanly. I have Anne, my wife, and Charles to look 
after. I felt rather sneaking as I came home from the Parliament 
House — felt as if I were liable ynonstran digito in no very pleasant 
way. But this must be borne cimi caeteris\ and, thank God, however 
uiicomfortable, I do not feel despondent. 

I have seen Cadell, Ballantyne, and Hogarth. All advise me to 
execute a trust of ray property for payment of my obligations. So 
dws John GibsonJ and so I resolve to do. My wife and daughter 


^ Mr Skene in his Rminiscenee^ savs 
‘•The faiii.’Iir had l>een at Abbotsford, and it 
l..t 1 hr.z II their practice the day they came 
t ' !. wn tH take a family dinner at my house, 
Kli ii Lid aft ordiDgly been complied with 
■ p -n pre.'ent wcasion, and I never had 
r. S.r Walter m better spirits or more agree- 
. ' Thi' fitj] .'Xitmiaiion of his bankruptcy, 
awa.ted him at home, and next morn- 
t ar.y I w as surjirised by a verbal message 
t Cl ine to him a? socm as I had got up. Fear- 
. .. that he had got a fresh attack of the com- 
I'ii.tii freiQ wirch he had now for some 5 'ear 3 
.fee cr that he had been involved in some 
' seven o'clock, 

^ . h. mi h.m already by candle-light seated at 
li. surrounded by papers which 

evim nmg. holding oat his hand to me 
ht* said, -Skene, this is the hand 
a k’g^r. tifiistable hss failed, apd J am 


ruined de fond en comble. It’s a hard blow 
but r must just bear up ; the only thing whicll 
wrings me is poor Charlotte and the bairns.’” 

2 Crook, The chain and hook hanging from 
the crook-tree over the fire in Scottish cot- 
tages. 

3 [Sir Walter's private law-agent.] Mr. John 
Gibson. Junr., W.S., Mr. James Jollie, W.S 
and Mr, Alexander Monypenny, W.S., wore 
the three gentlemen who ultimately agreed to 
cue charge, as trustees, of Sir Walter Scott’s 
affairs; and certainly no gentlemen ever ac- 
quitted themselves of such an office in a man- 
ner more honourable to themselves, or more 
satismctory to a client and his creditors. — j. g. 
L._ Mr. Gibson wrote a little volume ofRemi- 
n^ce?ices of Scotty which was published in 1871 
This old friend died in 1879. “In the month 
of January, 1826,” says Mr. Gibson, “Sir Wal- 
ter called upon me, and explained how mat- 
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are gloomy, but yet patient. I trust by my bold on the works to 
make it every man’s interest to be very gentle with me. Cadell makes 
it plain that by prudence they will, in six months, realise £20,000, 
which can be attainable by no effort of their own. ^ 

January 18. — He that sleeps too long in the morning, let him 
borrow the pillow of a debtor. So says the Spaniard, and so say I. 
I had of course an indifferent night of it. I wish these two days 
were over ; but the worst is over. The Bank of Scotland has be- 
haved very well ; expressing a resolution to serve Constable’s house 
and me to the uttermost; but as no one can say to what extent 
Hurst and Kobinson’s failure may go, borrowing would but linger 
it out. 

January 19. — During yesterday I received formal visits from my 
friends, Skene and Colin Mackenzie (who, I am glad to see, looks 
well), with every offer of service. The Eoyal Bank also sent Sir John 
Hope and Sir Henry Jardine^ to offer to comply with my wishes. 
The Advocate came on the same errand. But I gave all the same an- 
swer — that my intention was to put the whole into the hands of a 
trustee, and to be contented with the event, and that all I had to ask 
was time to do so, and to extricate my affairs. I w^as assured of every 
accommodation in this way. From all quarters I have had the same 
kindness. Letters from Constable and Robinson have arrived. The 
last persist in saying they will pay all and everybody. They say, 
moreover, in a postscript, that had Constable been in town ten days 
sooner, all would have been w^elL ^Yhen I saw him on 24th Decem- 
ber, he proposed starting in three days, but dallied, God knows why, 
in a kind of infatuation, I think, till things had got irretrievably 
wrong. There would have been no want of support then, and his 
stock under his own management would have made a return immense- 
ly greater than it can under any other. Noio I fear the loss must be 
great, as his fall will involve many of the country dealers who traded 
with him. 

I feel quite composed and determined to labour. There is no 
remedy. I gueiis (as Mathew's makes his Yankees sa}') that w^e shall 
not be troubled wuth visitors, and I calculate that I w'ill not go out at 
all; so what can I do better than labour? Even yesterday I went 
about making notes on Waverley^ according to Constable’s plan. It 
will do good one day. To-day, when 1 lock this volume, I go to 
'W[oodstock]. Heigho ! 


ters stood with the two houses referred to, 
adding that he himself was a partner in one of 
them — that bills wore falling due and dishon- 
oured— and that some imtnediate arrangement 
was indispensably necessary. In such circum- 
stances, only two modes of proceeding could be 
thought of— either that he should avail him- 
self of the Bankrupt Act, and allow his estate 
to be sequestrated, or that he should execute a 
trust conveyance for behoof of his creditors. 


The latter course was preferred for various rea- 
sons, but chieflj' out of regard for his own feel- 
ing.’’ Reminiscences, p. 12. See entry in Jour- 
nal under Jan. 24. 

1 Sir John Hope of Pinkie and Craighall, llth 
Baronet; Sir Henry Jardine, King's Remem- 
brancer from 1820 to 1837 ; and Sir William Rae, 
Lord Advocate, son of Lord Eskgrove. were all 
Directors of the Royal Bank of Scotland. 
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Knirfit came to stare at me to complete his portrait He must 
Ime mil a tn^ne page, compared to what he saw at Abbotsford.* 

We dined if course at home, and before and after dinner I fin- 
ished sl^iut twenty printed pages of Woodstock, but to what effect 
.ithers must judge. A painful scene after dinner, and another after 
sHpner endeavouring to convince these poor dear creatures that they 
liiiist not look for miracles, but consider the misfortune as certain, 
and only to be lessened by patience and labour. 

Jamary gO.— Indifferent night— very bilious, which may be want 
of exercise'. A letter from Sir J. Sinclair, whose absurd vanity bids 
him thrust his finger into every man’s pie, proposing that Hurst and 
Kohiuson should sell their prints, of which he says they have a large 
collection, by way of lottery like Boy dell. 

In scenes like these which break our heart 
Comes Punch, like you and ” 


Mm pGurtmit, cultivons noire jardin. The public favour is my only 
lottery. I have long enjoyed the foremost prize, and something in 
f!ij breast tells me my evil genius will not overwhelm me if I stand 
hf myself. Why should I not? I have no enemies — many attached 
friends. The popular ascendency which I have maintained is of the 
kind which is rather improved by frequent appearances before the 
public. In fact, critics may say what they will, but hain your repu- 
tation, and iyne your reputation,” is a true proverb.^ 

Sir William Forbes called — the same kind, honest friend as ever, 
with all of ers of assistance,* etc. etc. All anxious to serve me, and 
cmrckss about their own risk of loss. And these are the cold, hard, 
money ^[iiaking men whose questions and control I apprehended. 

Lord Chief Commissioner Adam also came to see me, and the 
meeting, though pleasing, was melancholy. It is the first time we 
have met since the break up of his hopes in the death of his eldest 
Son on his return from India, where he was Chief in Council and 
highly esteemed.* The Commissioner is not a very early friend of 
mine, for I scarce knew him till his settlement in Scotland with his 
present office.* But I have since lived much with him, and taken 


5 JvliS Preiscou Kn:ght, the young artist re- 
f* m '! afifwards R. A., and Secretary to the 
r;.y. mTi.-te im ISTl) to Sir William Stir- 
Ma'&wdl. an interesting account of the 
!•' \iT' aii.i .Is acc.ieiital destruction on the 
^ f ry .jy ef y.r Walter’s death. Scott Exhibi- 
ti % raia.ojuf. 4to. Edm. p. 199. Mr. Kuight 
d.."i 

* !■ » kim anyth’-iig w, Anglici, to deal very 
tVi’UZy. ik-sani-asly about it~/yne. to lose. 

iJXvu lu say hain a j)en and tyne 
a |»4'S, 'BJiich is nearer the proverb alluded 

j a n. 

* TLe Ult W ,lisaTn Forbes. Baronet, suc- 

h s father the b-o^rajiher of Beattie) as 
t . : the heal ir.VHte banking-house in Ed- 
-X Ncat’a amiable fnend died 24:th Oct 

-j 4 I* 


* John Adam, Esq., died on shipboard on his 
passage homewards from Calcutta, dth June 
1825.— j. G. L. 


born in 1751. When trial by Jury in civil cases 
was introduced into Scotland in 1815 be was 
made Chief Commissioner of the Jury Court 
which ofBce he held till 1830. ’ 

Mr. Lockhart adds {Life, vol. v. p. 46); “This 
most amiable and venerable gentleman my 
dear and kind friend, died at Edinburgh, on the 
lith February 1839, in the 89th year of his age 
He retained his strong mental faculties in their 
perfect vigour to the last days of this long life 
aud with them all the warmth of social feelings 
which had endeared him to all who were so 
happy as to have any opportunity of knowing 
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kindly to him as one of the most pleasant, kind-hearted, benevolent, 
and pleasing men I have ever known. It is high treason among the 
Tories to express regard for him, or respect for the Jury Court in 
which he presides. I was against that experiment as much as any 
one. But it is an experiment, and the establishment (which the fools 
will not perceive) is the only thing which I see likely to give some 
prospects of ambition to our bar, which has been otherwise so much 
diminished. As for the Chief Commissioner, I dare say he jobs, as 
all other people of consequence do, in elections, and so forth. But 
he is the personal friend of the King, and the decided enemy of 
whatever strikes at the constitutional rights of the Monarch. Be- 
sides, I love him for the various changes which he has endured 
through life, and which have been so great as to make him entitled 
to be regarded in one point of view as the most fortunate — in the 
other, the most unfortunate — man in the world. He has gained and 
lost two fortunes by the same good luck, and the same rash confi- 
dence, which raised, and now threatens, mj peculium. And his quiet, 
honourable, and generous submission under circumstances more pain- 
ful than mine, — ^for the loss of world’s wealth was to him aggravated 
by the death of his youngest and darling son in the AYest Indies, — 
furnished me at the time and now with a noble example. So the 
Tories and AYhigs may go be d — d together, as names that have dis- 
turbed old Scotland, and torn asunder the most kindly feelings since 

the first day they were invented. Yes, them, they are spells to 

rouse all our angry passions, and I dare say, notwithstanding the 
opinion of my private and calm moments, I wiU open on the cry 
again so soon as something occurs to chafe my mood ; and yet, God 
knows, I would fight in honourable contest with word or blow for 
my political opinions; but I cannot permit that strife to “mix its 
waters with my daily meal,” those waters of bitterness which poison 
all mutual love and confidence betwixt the well-disposed on either 
side, and prevent them, if need were, from making mutual concessions 
and balancing the constitution against the ultras of both parties. The 
good man seems something broken by these afflictions. 

January 21. — Susannah in Tristram Shandy thinks death is best 
met in bed. I am sure trouble and vexation are not. The watches 
of the night pass wearily when disturbed by fruitless regrets and dis- 
agreeable anticipations. But let it pass. 

“ Well, Goodman Time, or blunt, or keen, 

Move thou quick, or take thy leisure. 

Longest day will have its e’en, 

Weariest life but treads a measure.” 

I have seen Cadell, who is very much downcast for the risk of 
their copyrights being thrown away by a hasty sale. I suggested 
that if they went very cheap, some means might be fallen on to keep 
up their value or purchase them in. I fear the split betwixt Con- 
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and Cadell will render impossible what inight otherwise be 
: «rSK3 It is the Italian race-horses, I thmk, which in- 

‘ d . f ridem, have spurs tied to their sides, so as to prick them 
ini' a constant gallop- Cadell tells me their gross profit was some- 
£10, you a year, but much swallowed up with ^penses, and his 
HTttu r s dnmght's, which came to £4000 yearly. What there is to 
ihow for this, tiwi knows. Constable’s apparent e.vpenses 




iiiueli witliin Ixiunds. i i i 4 . 

( V.!iu Mackenzie entered, and with his usual kindness engages to 
me ilis iufl lienee to recommend some moderate proceeding to 

creditors, such as may permit him to go on and turn that 
Hpuies of property to account, 'which no man alive can manage so 

mrll m he. , , , i mi ■ 

Folio wed Mr. Gibson with a most melancholy tale, ihings are 

iiineh worse with Constable than I apprehended that I shall nei- 
tiler K4ve Abliotsford nor anything else. Naked we entered the 
world, aiiii naked we leave it — blessed be the name of the Lord ! 

‘J2. — I feel neither dishonoured nor broken down by the 
|>gi|— now reuliv bad news I have received. I have walked my last 
on the domains I have planted — sate the last time in the halls I have 
built, ihit. death would have taken them from me if misfortune had 
spared them. My poor people whom I loved so well ! There is just 
aiiiilfier die to turn up against me in this run of ill-luck; ie. if I 
should break my magic wand in the fall from this elephant, and lose 
my popularity 'with ray fortune. Then Woodstock and Bony may 
|h*!Ij go to the paper-maker, and I may take to smoking cigars and 
drinking grog, or turn devotee, and intoxicate the hmin another way. 
In prospect of absolute ruin, I wonder if they would let me leave the 
Cuiirt of Session. I would like, methinks, to go abroad, 


“And lay my bones far from the Tweeds 


Blit I find my eyes moistening, and that will not do. I will not yield 
w ithout a tight for it. It is odd, when I set nayself to work dogged- 
ly, m Ih. Johnson would say, I am exactly the same man that I ever 
was, neiilier low-spirited nor distrait. In prosperous times I have 
soiiiftiines felt ray fancy and powers of language flag, hut adversity 
k ty me at least a tonic and bracer; the fountain is awakened from 
its recesses, as if the spirit of affliction had troubled it in his 

1 Mur Mr. Pole the harper sent to offer me £500 or £600, proha- 
hiy liis all’ ^ There is much good in the world, after all. But I will 
iiu friend, either rich or poor. My own right hand shall do it 


Mr, L-id Itos attended Sir Walter 
y fit I* tt'Acber of the harp. In 

’.--s ’ ."t fit ?]xike of his conduct as 

L-k *£fc*cii£g s^iTcaaistance that accom.' 


panied his disasters. — j. g. l. For Mr. Pole’s 
letter see Life, vol. viii. p. 205. Mr. Pole went 
to live in England and died at Kensington. 
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— else will I be done in the slang language, and undone in common 
parlance. 

I am glad that, beyond my own family, who are, excepting L. S., 
young and able to bear sorrow, of which this is the first taste to some 
of them, most of the hearts are past aching which would have once 
been inconsolable on this occasion. I do not mean that many will 
not seriously regret, and some perhaps lament, my misfortunes. But 
my dear mother, my almost sister, Christy Pi[utlierfor]d,^ poor AViil 
Erskine — ^these would have been mourners indeed. 

Well — exertion — exertion. O Invention, rouse thyself I May man 
be kind ! May God be propitious 1 The worst is, I never quite know 
when I am right or wrong ; and Ballantyne, who does know in some 
degree, will fear to tell me. Lockhart would be worth gold just now, 
but he too would be too diffident to speak broad out. All my hope 
is in the continued indulgence of the public. I have a funeral-letter 
to the burial of the Chevalier Yelin, a foreigner of learning and tal- 
ent, who has died at the Royal Hotel. He wished to be introduced 
to me, and was to have read a paper before the Royal Society when 
this introduction was to have taken place. I wms not at the Society 
that evening, and the poor gentleman was taken ill at the meeting 
and unable to proceed. He went to his bed and never rose again ; 
and now his funeral will be the first public place I shall appear at. 
He dead, and I ruined ; this is what you call a meeting." 

January 23. — Slept ill, not having been abroad these eight days 
— splendida hilis. Then a dead sleep in the morning, and when the 
awakening comes, a strong feeling how well I could dispense with it 
for once and for ever. This passes away, however, as better and 
more dutiful thoughts arise in my mind. I know not if my imagina- 
tion has flagged ; probably it has ; but at least my powers of labour 
have not diminished during the last melancholy week. On Monday 
and Tuesday my exertions were suspended. Since Wednesday in- 
clusive I have written thirty-eight of my close manuscript pages, of 
which seventy make a volume of the usual Novel size. 

Wrote till twelve a.m., finishing half of wdiat I call a good day’s 
work — ten pages of print, or rather twelve. Then w*alked in Princes 
Street pleasure-grounds with good Samaritan James Skene, the only 
one among my numerous friends who can properly be termed amicus 
curaruiii mearum^ others being too busy or too gay, and several being- 
estranged by habit. ^ 


1 Scott’s mother’s sister. See Life^ vols. i., 
iii. , V., and vi. 

2 Chevalier Yelin, the friend and travelling 
companion of Barou D'Eichthal, was a native 
of Bavaria. His wife had told him playfully 
that he must not leave Scotland without hav- 
ing seen the great bard; and he prolonged his 
stay in Edinburgh until Scott’s return, hoping 
to meet him at the Royal Society on this even- 
ing. 


3 On the morning of this day Sir Walter 
wrote the following note to his friend: — 

Dkak Skene.— I f you are disposed for a 
walk in your gardens^ any time this morning. 
I would gladly accompany you for an hour, 
since keeping'the ho\ise so Tong begins ratber 
to hurt me, and you. who .supporleil the other 
day the weight of my body, are pcrbup.-^ best 
disposed to 'endure the gloom of my mind. — 
Yours ever, W. S. 

“ C'astx-e SxJtiBET, 23 JamaryC* 
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The H.'Jks have been conducted on the whole with much taste 
>. his undereone much criticism, the usual reward of 

ImykUertions. on account of his plans. It is singular to walk close 
mt! the grim old Castle, and to think what scenes it must have 
Le Im hoi many generations of three score and ten have risen 
™ 1 ed awav. It it a place to cure one of too much sensation over 
: nl it subject^ of mutation. My wife and girl’s tongues are chatting 
; a Selv manner in the drawing-room. It does me good to hear them. 

hinmrv 24 .-Constable came yesterday, and saw ine for half an 
hoar. He seemed irritable, but kept his teinper under command. 
Was a little shocked when I intimated that I was disposed to re- 
mini the present works in progress as my own. I think I saw two 
thmL's-— ( U That he is desirous to return into the management of 
his own .affairs without Cadell, if he can. (2) That he relies on my 
connection as the way of helping us out of the slough. Indeed he 
said he was ruined utterly without my countenance. I certainly will 
kfriend him if I can, hut Constable without Cadell is like getting 
the clock without the pendulum— the one having the ingenuity, the 
other the caution of the business. I will see my way before making 
anv bargain, and 1 will help them, I am sure, if I can, without endan- 
gering my last cast for freedom. Worked out my task yesterday. 
My kind friend Mrs. Coutts has got the cadetship for Pringle Short- 
reed, in which he was peculiarly interested. 


■ ! Will 0,11 wliiD yott plcaise: all hours after 
twTlr® arr the isaiiie to me.” 

Oil h:i reiura flrom this walk, Mr. Skene 
writle uut h,s recollections of the conversation 
that tiai laki ij place. Of his jiower to rebuild 
shiiiired fortunes, Scott said, “ ‘ But woe’s 
I mufh iijislriist my vigour, for the best 
of my t'uf’rgifs are already expended. You 
lavr « a. my dear Skene, the Roman coursers 
sirf»>'3 to tlit'ir speed by a loaded spur attached 
ti> ihf if kicks la whet the rusty metal of their 
ap —ay ! ii ii a leaden spur indeed, and it 
hari.' 

“ 1 addM. * But what do you think, Scott, of 
ihf « f Sammg japr that are pasted on 
l*hr* hanks of the pi»r jades? If we could but 
ei-ita.B small documents on your back, 
a*J .HT ire ti> them. I think you might submit 
!:,.t a X me to the pricking of the spur.’ He 
ii ai;'.] riid, ‘Ay! Ay!— these w’eary bills, 
:! 1 Ilf V m r-f® bat as the thing that is not — come, 
f ms' up w.th an account of the Roman 
5 An'; \ a! ' An i accordingiy, with my endeav- 
Mf 1 3 d » «■ *. hf seemed as much interested as 
i la hat happened to discompose the 
,£ ti'm r of h:.* lumd. but still our conversa- 

i -i i Vrr and anon dropt back into the same 
ruijt'ii, :a the course of which he said to me, 

' 1*") y u know I experience a sort of deter- 

|’!fu,a!ire m cuafroatieg the very worst 
ct • f th.s sudden reverse.— in standing, as 

ii *rr?, n Hit brtach that has overthrown my 
r riaTif-i, s.iyinp. Here I stand, at least an 

-zuii And tPxl knows, if I have ene- 
t!..- I m.iV at least with truth say, that 
I Lii.- hi'.-.T ^.u.iigly given cause of enmity 


in the whole course of my life, for even the 
burnings of political hate seemed to find noth- 
ing in my nature to feed the flame. I am not 
conscious of having borne a grudge towards 
any man, and at this moment of my over- 
throw, so help me God, I wish well and feel 
kindly to every one. And if I thought that 
any of my works contained a sentence hurtful 
to any one’s feelings, I would burn it. I think 
even my novels (for he did not disown any of 
them) are free from that blame. ’ 

“He had been led to make this protestation 
from my having remarked to him the singu- 
larly general feeling of goodwill and sympathy 
towards him which every one was anxious to 
testify upon the present occasion. The senti- 
ments of resignation and of cheerful acquies- 
cence in the dispensation of the Almighty 
which he expressed were those of a Christian 
thankful for the blessings left, and willing, 
without ostentation, to do his best. It was 
really beautiful to see the workings of a strong 
and upright mind under the first lash of adver- 
sity calmly reposing upon the consolation af- 
forded by his own integrity and manful purposes. 
‘Lately,’ he said, ‘you saw me under the ap- 
prehensiou of the decay of my mental faculties, 
and I confess that I was under mortal fear when 
I found myself writing one word for another, 
and misspelling every word, but that wore off, 
and was perhaps occasioned by the effects of 
the medicine 1 had been taking, but have I not 
reason to be thankful that that misfortune did 
not assail me? — Ay! few have more reason to 
feel grateful to the Disposer of all events than 
I have.’ jfr. Skene’s Reminiscences, 
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I went to the Court for the first time to-day, and, like the man 
with the large nose, thought everybody was thinking of me and 
my mishaps. Many were, undoubtedly, and all rather regretting! y ; 
some obviously affected. It is singular to see the difference of men’s 
manner whilst they strive to be kind or civil in their way of address- 
ing me. Some smile as they wish me good-day, as if to say, “ Think 
nothing about it, my lad ; it is quite out of our thoughts.” Others 
greeted me with the affected gravity ’which one sees and despises at 
a funeral. The best bred — all, I believe, meaning equally w'ell — just 
shook hands and went on. A foolish puff in the papers, calling on 
men and gods to assist a popular author, who, having choused the 
public of many thousands, had not the sense to keep wealth when 
he had it. If I am hard pressed, and measures used against me, I 
must use all means of legal defence, and subscribe myself bankrupt 
in a petition for sequestration. It is the course I would have advised 
a client to take, and would have the effect of sa\ung my land, 
which is secured by my son’s contract of marriage. I might save 
my library, etc., by assistance of friends, and bid my creditors de- 
fiance. But for this I would, in a court of honour, deserve to lose 
my spurs. No, if they permit me, I will be their vassal for life, and 
dig in the mine of my imagination to find diamonds (or w^hat may 
sell for such) to make good my engagements, not to enrich myself. 
And this from no reluctance to allow myself to be called the Insol- 
vent, which I probably am, but because I will not put out of the 
[power] of my creditors the resources, mental or literary, which yet 
remain to me. 

Went to the funeral of Chevalier Yelin, the literary foreigner 
mentioned on 2 2d. How many and how various are the ways of 
affliction ! Here is this poor man dying at a distance from home, 
his proud heart broken, his wife and family anxiously expecting let- 
ters, and doomed only to learn they have lost a husband and father 
. for ever. He lies%uried on the Calton Hill, near learned and scien- 
tific dust — the graves of David Hume and John Playfair being side 
by side. 

January 25. — Anne is ill this morning. May God help us! If 
it should prove serious, as I have known it in such cases, where am I 
to find courage or comfort? A thought has struck me — Can we do 
nothing for creditors with the goblin drama, called Fortunes of De- 
vorgoil? Could it not be added to Woodstock as a fourth volume? 
Terry refused a gift of it, but he was quite and entirely wrong ; it is 
not good, but it may be made so. Poor Will Erskine liked it much.^ 


1 “The energy with which Sir Walter had 
set about turning liis resources, both present 
and past, to immediate account, with a view 
to prove to his creditors, with as little delay as 
possible, that all that could depend upon him- 
self should be put in operation to retrieve his 
affairs, made him often reluctant to quit his 
study however much he found himself ex- 


hausted. However, the employment served 
to occupy his mind, and prevent it.s brooding 
over the misfortune which had betallon him, 
and joined to the natural contenteduess of his 
disposition preventml any a]>proach of despond- 
ency. ‘Here is an old effort of mine to com- 
pose a melo drama’ (showing me one day a 
bundle of papers which he had found in his 
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ihw my wife her £12 allowance. £24 to last till Wednesday fort- 

«6.-Spoke to J. B. last night about Bevorgoil, wto 
not sJem to relish the proposal, alleging the comparative failure 
of Itdldmi Hill. Av,says Self-Conceit, bat he has not read it; and 
wheii be does, it is tlie sort of wild fanciful work betwixt heaven and 
l•artll. tthieh men of solid parts do not estimate. Pepys thought 
SbaLesware's Midsummer Night's Bream the most silly play he had 
ever a'en,aud I’epvs was probably judging on the same grounds with 
J. It., though presumptuous enough to form conclusions against a very 
different work from any of mine. How if I send it to Lockhart by 
mil bv I 

I billed Uxhy at Constable’s ; both partners seemed secure that 
Hurst md Itobiiison were to go on and pay. Strange that they should 
have stopi^ed. Constable very anxious to have husbanding of the 
Iwkg. I told him the truth that I would be glad to have his assist- 
laee* and that be should have the benefit of the agency, but that he 
mm not to consider past transactions as a rule for selling them in 
fatiire, since I must needs make the most out of the labours I 
could : item, that I, or whoever might act for me, would of course, 
after what has happened, look especially to the security. He said 
if liurst and ilohinson were to go on, bank notes would be laid 
down. I conceive indeed that they would take Woodstock and JVa~ 
pi^mn almost at loss rather than break the connection in the public 
eye. Sir William Arbuthnot and Mr. Kinnear were very kind. But 
fii kfnof 


nim.ioT fss. ‘ Tlii? triSe would have Jcen long 
tit’yrjnvd bad Jl nui ht^en for oar poor 
frsf L.i K aiirddvT, wljo arrested my hand as he 
it ii‘>t bad, and fur his sake it was 
k< i t I have jusi read it over, and, do you 
mili sahsfdJition. Faith, I have 
Bwny worse thing!* make their way very 
«« ,ii the world, C jikI willing, it shall e'eu 
m' I he I j:lt, ;f :t van do aught in the hour of 
lu in 1|> the land that fashioned iU Upon 
kik LI the name «jf liia production, he said, ‘I 
I mun clmize it. bavmg already fore- 
frloJitti d hr the Fiirtunts of Xigd. I had call- 
ed t ? ) ihe but wemust 

n l 11 to double np in that way, for if yon 
uLvih tz hanging h.Riiie. you may be s*are 
Ihai ilev.I will tug at it I think 

I , j.. ,1 of DevorgrAl. It will 

::,ik- I r, .u!iie v.f and I do not see why 
■i i i:^<t Cfvi.f' out hy particular desire as a 
- to They have some 

F n . . r-i-nnofii.-n. and :t would not be a diffl- 
uA inaits r tu b.n.i the ronneetlon a little closer. 
A!. 1 . 41 ' inairket gies. I have no doubt of the Bib- 
; • i . ‘I I r-umne ;ng ,t worth £1000, or £1500.’ 
1 4‘i.ej h m jf he nuani it fur the stage. ‘No, 
i : j .s a sorn,' Job. that couree w ill not 
“ / / T ^ l^esides, there is too 

f'\ ■* '-■^■■'d.rvy .n the piece for the stage.’ 
y - * * A 1 udi I was nut .cure of that, for pag- 
i-Ld.*. m.ii,h.nvry ua* the order of the day 


and had Shakespeare been of this date he might 
have been left to die a deer-stealer. ‘Well, 
then, with all my heart, if they can get the 
beast to lead or to drive, they may bring it on 
the stage if they like. It is a sort of goblin 
tale, and so was the^a^^Ze Spectre, which had 
Its run.’ I asked him if the Castle Spectre, had 
yielded Lewis much. ‘ Little of that, in fact to 
its author absolutely nothing, and yet its merits 
ought to have brought something handsome to 
poor Mat. But Sheridan, then manager, you 
know, generally paid jokes instead of cash, and 
the joke that poor Mat got was, after all, not a 
bad one. Have you heard it? Don’t let me 
lell you a story you know.’ As I had not heard 
it. he proceeded. ‘Well, they were disputing 
about something, and Lewis had clenched his 
argument by proposing to lay a bet about it. I 
shall lay what you ought long ago to have paid 
nie for my Castle Spectre. “No, no. Mat,” said 
Sheridan, “I never lay large bets; but come, I 
will bet a trifle with you — I’ll bet what the 
Castle Spectre was worth.” Now Constable 
managed differently; he paid well and prompt- 
ly,but devil take him, it was all spectral to- 
gether. Moonshine and no merriment. He 
sowed my field with one hand, and as liberallv 
scattered the tares with the other. A/r. 
Itikene's Reminiscences. 

1 These two gentlemen were at this time Di- 
rectors of the Bank of Scotland. 
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Gibson comes with a joyful face announcing all the creditors had 
unanimously agreed to a private trust. This is handsome and confi- 
dential, and must warm my best efforts to get them out of the scrape. 
I will not doubt — to doubt is to lose. Sir William Forbes took the 
chair, and behaved as he has ever done, wdth the generosity of ancient 
faith and early friendship. They^ are deeper concerned than most. 
In what scenes have Sir William and I not borne share together — 
desperate, and almost bloody affrays, rivalries, deep drinking-matches, 
and, finally, with the kindest feelings on both sides, somewhat sepa- 
rated by his retiring much within the bosom of his family, and I mov- 
ing little beyond mine. It is fated our planets should cross though, 
and that at the periods most interesting for me. Down — down — a 
hundred thoughts. 

Jane Eussell drank tea with us. 

I hope to sleep better to-night. If I do not I shall get ill, and 
then I cannot keep my engagements. Is it not odd? I can com- 
mand ray eyes to be awake w’hen toil and weariness sit on my eye- 
lids, but to draw the curtain of oblivion is beyond my power. I re- 
member some of the wild Buccaneers, in their impiety, succeeded 
pretty well by shutting hatches and burning brimstone and assafmti- 
da in making a tolerable imitation of hell — but the pirates’ heaven was 
a wretched affair. It is one of the worst things about this system of 
ours, that it is a hundred times more easy to inflict pain than to cre- 
ate pleasure. 

January 27. — Slept better and less bilious, owing doubtless to the 
fatigue of the preceding night, and the more comfortable news. I 
drew my salaries of various kinds amounting to £300 and upwards 
and sent, with John Gibson’s consent, £200 to pay off things at Ab- 
botsford which must be paid. Wrote Laidlaw with the money, di- 
recting him to make all preparations for reduction.* Anne ill of rheu- 
matism : I believe caught cold by vexation and exposing herself to 
bad w^eather. 

The Celtic Society present me wdtli the most splendid broadsword 
I ever sa^v ; a beautiful piece of art, and a most noble weapon. Hon- 
ourable Mr. Stuart (second son of the Earl of Moray), General Graham 
Stirling, and MacDougal, attended as a committee to present it. This 

1 Sir W. Forbes and Co.'s Banking House. Observe. I am not in indigence, though no lon- 

2 An extract from what is probably the let- ger in affliicnce, and if I am to e.xert myself in 

ter to Laidlaw written on this day was printed the coininun behalf. I must have honourable 
ill Cha'mbf’rs's Journal for July 1845. The and ea.sy means of life, although it will be my 
italic.s arc the editor's; — inclination to observe the most strict privacy, 

“For you, my dear friend, we must part — the better to .save expen.se. and also time. Lady 
that is, as laird and tactor — and it rejoices me Scott's spirits were affected at tirst, but she, is 
to think that your patience and endurance, getting better. For myself. I pel like the Eil- 
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very kind of my friends the Celts, with whom I have had so 
nuTrv meotitJ. It will he a rare legacy to Walter for my- 
SloKHl lark! it .?like Lady Dowager Don’s prize m a lottery of 
hw'iww she — ^ venerable lady who always wore a hannch-hopp, 
ilk ni-^diie, and triple ruffles at the elbow-having the luck to gam 
« T 4 *iJp sii silvtT sours and a. whip to correspond. 

' /.mLvSalBallantyne and Cadell wish that Mr Alex_. Cowan 
.bouid l.e Constable’s Trustee instead of J. B.’s Gibson is deter- 
mined to hold bv Cowan. I will not interfere, although I think Cow- 
st*r¥iefs loiirht do us more good as Constable s Trustee than as 
our own, but I will not begin with thwarting the managers of my af- 
even exertin'^ strong influence j it is not fair. These last four 
five ihiys I have wrought little ; to-day I set on the steam and ply 

HIT |)at!tik>s. x-L- 1 • L 2 

' itiiiinffy 129 .— TIic proofs of vol. i.' came so thick in yesterday 
that iiiueh w»‘is not done. But I began to be hard at work to-day, and 


mmt not <mruidke much, ^ 

Mr. JoHie, who is to be my trustee, in conjunction with Gibson, 
fime to see me a pleasant and good-liumoured man, and has high 
reputation ns a man of business. I told him, and I will keep my word, 
lliat he would at least have ho trouble by my interfering and thwart- 
ing their niaiKigeiiient, which is the not unfre(puent case of trusters 
ami trustees.* 

Constable's business seems unintelligible. No man thought the 
huuse worth less than £150,000. Constable told me when he was 
inakiiu: his will that he was w'orth £80,000. Great profits on almost 
all tile adventures. No bad speculations — ^yet neither stock nor debt 
to slitov. Constable might have eaten up his share ; but Cadell was 
Very friiiX.il. No doubt trading almost entirely on accommodation is 
iirvm if Lilly expensive.* 

Jijnmiry :i0. — False delicacy. Mr. Gibson, Mr. Cowan, Mr. J. B., 
m ere v,ith me last night to talk over important matters, and suggest 
m imFivifliial for a certain highly confidential situation. I was led 
a person of w’hom Iknew nothing but that he was an hon- 
I '“t and inltdligent man. All seemed to acquiesce, and agreed to move 
thr thiiiix to the party concerned this morning, and so Mr. G. and Mr. 
* left me, wheii J. B. let out that it was their unanimous opinion 
that ue sliMiiId be ill great trouble were the individual appointed, 
fruiii faults of temper, etc., w'hich would make it difficult to get on 


^ '-/i? ‘nipirie. i 

^ “Iii ir;ai;ar.,nieLt of his Trust,’’ Mr, 
a ‘s : r- ’ . .th.'. -t -.t rythic^ went on harmo- 
: . iL^ a. . f .j'r- :.;.r dtn'olvin;: upon my- 

^ ‘ .J ir;v:ng thoir valuable 

« ‘ ^ . r ■ahi L rt'iUired.” — JSe’niims- 

^ a. * t la; La.! J.i;es o! the three firms 
.n nainbers to nearly lialf-a- 


million sterling. Sir Walter, as the partner of 
Ballantyne and Co., was held responsible for 
about £130,000;— this large sum was ultimately 
paid in full by Scott and his representatives. 
The other two firms paid their creditors about 
10 per cent of the amounts due. It must be 
kept in mind, however, as far as Constable’s 
house was concerned, that their property ap- 
pears to have been foolishly sacrificed by forced 
sales of copyrights and stock. 
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with him. With a hearty curse I hurried J. B. to let them know that 
I had no partiality for the man whatever, and only named him because 
he had been proposed for a similar situation elsewhere. This is pro- 
voking enough, that they would let me embarrass my affairs with a 
bad man (an unfit one, I mean) rather than contradict me. I dare say 
great men are often used so. 

I laboured freely yesterday. The stream rose fast — if clearly, is 
another question ; but there is bulk for it, at least — about thirty print- 
ed pages. 

“ And now again, boys, to the oar.” 

January 31. — ^There being nothing in the roll to-day, I stay at 
home from the Court, and add another day’s perfect labour to Wood- 
stock^ which is worth five days of snatched intervals, when the cur- 
rent of thought and invention is broken in upon, and the mind shaken 
and diverted from its purpose by a succession of petty interrup- 
tions. I have now no pecuniary provisions to embarrass me, and I 
think, now the shock of the discovery is past and over, I am much 
better off on the whole ; I am as if I had shaken off from my shoul- 
ders a great mass of garments, rich, indeed, but cumbrous, and always 
more a burden than a comfort. I am free of an hundred petty public 
duties imposed on me as a man of consideration — of the expense of 
a great hospitality — and, what is better, of the great waste of time 
connected with it. I have known, in my day, all kinds of society, 
and can pretty well estimate how much or how little one loses by re- 
tiring from all but that which is very intimate. I sleep and eat, and 
work as I was wont ; and if I could see those about me as indifferent 
to the loss of rank as I am, I should be completely happy. As it is. 
Time must salve that sore, and to Time I trust it. 

Since the 14th of this month no guest has broken bread in my 
house save G. H. Gordon^ one morning at breakfast. This happened 
never before since I had a house of my own. But I have played 
Abou Hassan long enough ; and if the Caliph came I would turn him 
back again. 

1 Mr. Gordon was at this time Scott's amanuensis ; he copied, that is to say, the ms. for 
press.— j. G. L. 



FEBRUARY 


Ffhmnrif 1.— A most generous letter (tLough not more so than I 
rxpeted l from Walter and Jane, offering to interpose with their fort- 
iim*, eti*. (tod Alinightj forbid! that were too unnatural in me to 
tlnaigli dutiful and affectionate in them to offer. They talk 
of India .still. With my damaged fortune I cannot help them to re- 
main bv exchange, and so forth. He expects, if they go, to go out 
ehlest ( aptaiii, when, by staying two or three years, he will get the 
.step of Major. His whole thoughts are with his profession, and I 
iiiiaerstod that when you quit or exchange, when a regiment goes on 
distiint or disagreeable service, you are not accounted as serious in 
your profession; God send what is for the best! Eemitted Charles 
a full for £40— £35 advance at Christmas makes £75. He must be 
frugiiL 


Attended the Court, and saw J. B. and Cadell as I returned. Both 
very gloomy. Came home to work, etc., about two. 

Fihrmmf 2.— An odd visit this morning from Miss Jane Bell of 
Xortli Shields, whose law-suit with a Methodist parson of the name 
of Hill made some noise. The worthy divine had in the basest man- 
ner interfered to prevent this lady’s marriage by two anonymous let- 
ters, in wliieli he contrived to refer the lover, to whom they were ad- 
dres^el for further corroboration to himself. The whole imposition 
makes the subject of a little pamphlet published by Marshall, Newcastle 
liie lady ventured for redress into the thicket of English law— lost 
one suii—gained another, with £300 damages, and was ruined. The 
apiH^'iraiiee and person of Miss Bell are prepossessing. She is about 
tliirty years old a brunette with regular^nd pleasing features, marked 
an enthusiast in literature, and probably in relig- 
r ‘ been at Abbotsford to see me, and made her way to me 

H .. m die vain hope that she cnuld get her story worked up into a 
m u. , and certainly the thing is capable of interesting situations. 

aristocratic or rather hieratic in- 
t xertiscd by the Methodist preachers within the connection, as 
. ...cd. Admirable food this would be for the Quarterly, or any 
Iv' their gradgo"’agai„st 

ti- Fir' ‘'ir;-odW 1 a P"blica- 

r - ''ll hurt t e Secondly, it 
^■'ild liki to^ much, which I for one 

u’. ii , 4- 4| £ 1 *• ha\e their faults, and are peculiarlv 

■ .•n.iose of hypocrisy, and spiritual ambition, and priestcraft 
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On the other hand, they do infinite good, carrying religion into classes 
in society where it would scarce be found to penetrate, did it rely 
merely upon proof of its doctrines, upon calm reasoning, and upon 
rational argument. Methodists add a powerful appeal to the feel- 
ings and passions ; and though I believe this is often exaggerated 
into absolute enthusiasm, yet I consider upon the whole they do much 
to keep alive a sense of religion, and the practice of morality neces- 
sarily connected with it. It is much to the discredit of the Metho- 
dist clergy, that when this calumniator was actually convicted of 
guilt morally worse than many men are hanged for, they only degraded 
him from the first to the second class of their preachers, — leaving a 
man who from mere hatred at Miss Bell’s brother, who was a preacher 
like himself, had proceeded in such a deep and infamous scheme 
to ruin the character and destroy the happiness of an innocent per- 
son, in possession of the pulpit, and an authorised teacher of others. 
If they believed him innocent they did too much — if guilty, far too 
little.^ 

I wrote to my nephew Walter to-day, cautioning him against a 
little disposition which he has to satire or mkkancete, which may be 
a great stumbling-block in his course in life. Otherwise I presage 
well of him. He is lieutenant of engineers, with high character for 
mathematical science — is acute, very well-mannered, and, I think, 
good-hearted. He has seen enough of the world too, to regulate his 
own course through life, better than most lads at his age. 

February 3. — This is^ the first morning since my troubles that I 
felt at waking 

“ I had drunken deep 
Of all the blessedness of sleep.” ® 

I made not the slightest pause, nor dreamed a single dream, nor even 
changed iny side. This is a blessing to be grateful for. There is to 
be a meeting of the creditors to-day, but I care not for the issAie. If 
they drag me into the Court, ohtorto coUo^ instead of going into this 
scheme of arrangement, they would do themselves a great injury, and, 
perhaps, eventually do me good, though it would give me much pain. 
James Ballantyne is severely critical on wdiat he calls imitations of 
Mrs. Radcliffe in Woodstock, Many will think with him, yet I am of 
opinion he is quite wrong, or, as friend J. F[eiTier] says, vrong,^ In 
the first place, I am to look on the mere fact of another author hav- 
ing treated a subject happily as a bird looks on a potato-bogle which 
scares it away from a field otherwise as free to its depredations as any 
one’s else ! In 2d place, I have taken a wide diiierence: my object is 


1 The Came of Truth Defended, etc. Two 
Trials of the Rev. T. Hill, Methodist Preacher, 
for defamation of the character of Miss Bell,, 
etc. etc. Svo. Hull and London, 1827. 


3 Janies Ferrier, one of the Clork.« of Ses- 
sion,— the father of the authore.ss of Marriage, 
The Inheritance, and Destiny. Mr. Ferncr was 
born in 1744, and died in 1829. 
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Bi>t to excite fear of supernatural things in my reader, but to show the 
effect of such fear upon the agents in the story — one a man of sense 
and finiHiess— one a man unhinged by remorse— one a stupid unin- 
qiiiriiig clown— one a learned and worthy, but superstitious divine. In 
tlie third place, the book turns on this hinge, and cannot want it. But 
I will trv to insinuate the refutation of Aldiboronti’s exception into 
the prefatorv matter. 

From the 19th January to the 2d February inclusive is exact- 
ly fifteen days, during which time, with the intervention of some 
i%yB idleness, to let imagination brood on the task a little, I have 
written a volume. I think, for a bet, I could have done it in ten days. 
Then 1 must have had no Court of Session to take me up two or 
three hours every morning, and dissipate my attention and powers of 
working for the rest of the day. A volume, at cheapest, is worth 
£1000. This is working at the rate of £24,000 a year; but then we 
must not bake buns foster than people have appetite to eat them. 
They are not essential to the market, like potatoes. 

John Gibson came to tell me in the evening that a meeting to-day 
had approved of the proposed trust. I know not why, but the news 
gives me little concern. I heard it as a party indifferent. I remem- 
kT hearing that Mandrin' testified some horror when he found him- 
self b«miid alive on the wheel, and saw an executioner approach with 
a bar of iron to break his limbs. After the second and third blow he 
fell ,‘i-Iaoghing, and being asked the reason by his confessor, said he 
laughed at his own folly which had anticipated increased agony at 
every blow, when it was obvious that the first must have jarred and 
roiif.amded the system of the nerves so much as to render the suc- 
ceeding blows of little consequence. I suppose it is so with the moral 
feelings ; at least I could not bring myself to be anxious whether these 
matters were settled one wav or another. 


Fehrmry 4.— "Wrote to Mr. Laidlaw to come to town upon Mon- 
day and see the trustees. To farm or not to farm, that is the ques- 
tion. \\ ith our careless habits, it were best, I think, to risk as little 
as possible. Lady Scott will not exceed with ready money in her 
liaiid ; but calculating on the produce of a farm is different, and nei- 
ther she nor I are capable of that minute economy. Two cows should ’ 
U* ail we should keep. But I find Lady S. inclines much for the four, 
f she had her youthful activity, and could manage things, it would 
be well, and would amuse her. But I fear it is too late a week 

hetiiFiied from Court by Constable’s, and found Cadell had fled to 
tiio siiiictoary, being threatened with ultimate diligence by the Bank 

'll t movement, it is harsh, useless, 

*ii ! bad of them, and flight, on the contrary, seems no good sign on 


J * Aiiavnt.c Memoirs of the remarkable 
i • Exploits of Mandarin, Cap- 

.1 *.5 nsrj.. 0. the French Smugglers, who for 
i.. tu n.ne months resolutely stood in 


87?“?™/ I’ranoe,” etc. 
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his part. I hope he won’t prove his father or grandfather at Preston- 
pans : — 

“ Cadell dressed among the rest, 

Wi’ gun and good claymore, man, 

On gelding grey he rode that day, 

Wi’ pistols set before, man. 

The cause was gude, he’d spend his blude 
Before that he would yield, man, 

But the night before he left the corps, 

And never faced the field, man.” ^ 

Harden and Mrs. Scott called on Mamma. I was abroad. Henry 
called on me. Wrote only two pages (of manuscript) and a half to- 
day. As the boatswain said, one can’t dance always nowiher^ but, 
were we sure of the quality of the stuff, what opportunities for labour 
does this same system of retreat afford us 1 I am convinced that in 
three years I could do more than in the last ten, but for the mine be- 
ing, I fear, exhausted. Give me my popularity — an awful postulate! 
— and all my present difficulties shall be a joke in five years ; and it 
is not lost yet, at least. 

February 5. — Rose after a sound sleep, and here am I without bile 
or anything to perturb my inward man. It is just about three w’eeks 
since so great a change took place in my relations in society, and al- 
ready I am indifferent to it. But I have been always told my feelings 
of joy and sorrow, pleasure and pain, enjoyment and privation, are 
much colder than those of other people. 

“I think the Romans call it stoicism.”- 

Missie was in the drawing-room, and overheard William Clerk and 
me laughing excessively at some foolery or other in the back-room, to 
her no small surprise, wffiich she did not keep to herself. But do peo- 
ple suppose that he \vas less sorry for his poor sister, or I for my lost 
fortune ? If I have a very strong passion in the world, it is pride, and 
that never hinged upon world’s gear, which was always with me — 
Light come, ligdit go. 

February 6. — Letters received yesterday from Lord Montagu, John 
Morritt, and Mrs. Hughes — kind and dear friends all — with solicitous 
inquiries. But it is very tiresome to tell my story over again, and I 
really hope I have few^ more friends intimate enough to ask me for it. 
I dread letter-writing, and envy the old hermit of Prague, who never 
saw pen or ink. What then ? One must write ; it is a part of the law 
we live on. Talking of writing, I finished my six pages, neat and 
handsome, yesterday. N.B, At night I fell asleep, and the oil drop- 
ped from the lamp upon my manuscript. Will this extreme unction 
make it go smoothly down with the public ? 

1 See Tranent Muir by Skirving. 3 Sec p. 62. 

2 Addison, Cato^ i. 4. 
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Thus idly we ** profane the sacred time 
By silly prose, light jest, and lighter rhyme.^ 

I have a son^r to write, too, and I am not thinking of it. I trust 
it will come upon me at once— a sort of catch it should be." I walked 
m!t feelim*- a little overwrought. Saw Constable and turned over 
llareiidon.'' Cadeli not yet out of hiding. This is simple work. 
i\hlpfi4 to borrow £240, to he refunded in spring, from John G-ib- 
w>ii/lo pay my nephew’s outfit and passage to Bombay. I wish I 
eouiti have got this money otherwise, but I must not let the orphan 
hoy, and such a clever fellow, miscarry through my fault. Plis edu- 
eition, etc., has been at my expense ever since he came from America. 

Februanj 7.— Had letters yesterday from Lady Davy and Lady 
Ixniisa Stuart,’ two very differek persons. . Lady Davy, daughter and 
co-heiress of a wealthy Antigua merchant, has been known to me all 
my life. Her father was a relation of ours of a Scotch calculation. 
He was of a good family, Kerr of Bloodielaws, but decayed. Miss 
lane Kerr married first Mr. Apreece, son of a Welsh Baronet. The 
match was not happy. I had lost all acquaintance with her for a 
long time, when about twenty years ago we renewed it in London. 
She was then a widow, gay, clever, and most actively ambitious to 
pky a distinguished part in London society. Her fortune, though 
iiandsome and easy, was not large enough to make way by dint of 
showy entertainments, and so forth. So she took the blue line, and 
by great tact and management actually established herself as a leader 
of literary fashion. Soon after, she visited Edinburgh for a season 
or two, and studied the Northern Lights. One of the best of them, 
poor Jack Playfair,^ was disposed “ to shoot madly from his sphere,”® 
and, I believe, asked ber, but he was a little too old. She found a 
fitter husband in every respect in Sir Humphry Davy, to whom she 
gave a handsome fortune, and whose splendid talents and situation as 
President of the Eoyal Society gave her naturally a distinguished 
place in the literary society of the Metropolis. Now this is" a very 
curious instance of an active-minded woman forcing her way to the 
pi.iiiit from which she seemed furthest excluded. For, though clever 
and even witty, she had no peculiar accomplishment, and certainly no 
good taste eitlier for science or letters naturally. I was once in the 
flv!»rides with her, and I admired to observe how amidst sea-sickness, 


* Vir aiAii from 2 Henry IV., Act ii. Sc. 4. 
a -Ulec f.T Siuj; Cluirlcs.’’ Warerky Xov- 

m.. Vid 11, p. 4‘1— J. G. I. 

® Lady Ii>aisa Stuart, yoaogest daughter of 


John, third Earl of Bute, and grand- daughter 
of Lady .Vary WorLley Uontagae. 

^ The well-known Mathematician and Natu- 
ral Philosopher. Professor Playfair died in 
1819 in his seventy-second year. 


the gentle dame Apreece, 

Who at & g.Mce shut through and through the Scots Review, 

And changed its swans to geese? 

ArPf'v “^‘hematics, astronomy, and hydrostatics, 

Ani m her presence often swore, he knew not two^and twS ’made four. 


» ^ Midsummer MghVs Dream, Act n. Sc. 2. 


[Squib of 1811.] 
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fatigue, some danger, and a good deal of indifference as to wliat sLe 
saw, she gallantly maintained her determination to see everything.^ 
It marked her strength of character, and she joined to it much tact, 
and always addressed people on the right side. So she stands high, 
and deservedly so, for to these active qualities, more French I think 
than English, and partaking of the Creole vivacity and suppleness of 
character, she adds, 1 believe, honourable principles and an excellent 
heart. As a lion-catcher, I could pit her against the world. She flung 
her lasso (see Hall’s South America) over Byron himself. But then, 
poor soul, she is not happy. She has a temper, and Davy has a tem- 
per, and these tempers are not one temper, but twm tempers, and they 
quarrel like cat and dog, which may he good for stirring up the stag- 
nation of domestic life, but they let the world see it, and that is not 
so well. Now in all this I may be thought a little harsh on my friend, 
but it is between my Gurnal and me, and, moreover, I would cry 
heartily if anything were to ail my little cousin, though she be ad- 
dicted to rule the Cerulean atmosphere.^ Then I suspect the cares 
of this as well as other empires overbalance its pleasures. There 
must be difficulty in being always in the right humour to hold a 
court. There are usurpers to be encountered, and insurrections to be 
put down, an incessant troop, hienseances to be discharged, a sort of 
etiquette which is the curse of all courts. An old lion cannot get 
hamstrung quietly at four hundred miles distance, but the Empress 
must send him her condolence and a pot of lipsalve. To be sure the 
monster is consanguinean, as Sir Toby saysj 

Looked in at Constable’s coming home ; Cadell emerged from Al- 
satia ; borrowed Clarendon. Home by half-past twelve. 

My old friend Sir Peter Murray ^ called to offer his own assistance. 
Lord Justice-Clerk’s, and Ambercromby’s, to negotiate for me a seat 
upon the Bench [of the Court of Session] instead of my Sheriffdom 
and Clerkship. I explained to him the use which I could make of 
my pen was not, I thought, consistent with that situation; and that, 
besides, I had neglected the law too long to permit me to think of it ; 
but this was kindly and honourably done. I can see people think me 
much worse off than I think myself. They may be right ; but I will 
not be beat till I have tried a rally, and a bold one. 

Fehruary 8. — Slept ill, and rather bilious in the morning. Many 
of the Bench now are my juniors. I will not seek ex eleemosyna a 
place which, had I turned my studies that way, I might have aspired 
to long ago ex lueritis. My pen should do much better for me than 
the odd £1000 a year. If it fails, I will lean on what they leave me. 
Another chance might be, if it fails, in the patronage which might, 
after a year or two, place me in Exchequer. But I do not count on 

1 This journey was made in 1810. — See Life, 3 Twelfth Night, Act ii. Sc. 3. 

Chapter xxi. vol. iii. p. ‘171. 

2 Lady Davy survived her distinguished bus- ^ gjr Patrick Murray of Ochtertyre, then a 

band for more than a quarter of a century; she baron of the Court of Exchequer in Scotland; 
died in London, May, 1855. he died in June, 1837. 
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this unless, indeed, the D[uke] of B[uccleuch], when he comes of age, 

sliouiti clioosc to iii3.k6 plSiy. .r 4. i 4. j 

Got to my work again, and wrote easier than the two last days 
lliSiw ' camf in from Abbotsford and dined with us. We 
„K.nt ihe evening in laying down plans for the farm, and deciding 
whom we should keep and whom dismiss among the people. This 
we did on the true negro-driving principle of self-interest, the only 
priocipie I know wliick never swerves from its objects. We choose 
all the active, young, and powerful men, turning old age and infirmity 
adrift I cannot help this, for a guinea cannot do the work of five ; 
hilt I will contrive to make it easier to the sufferers. 

Febrmrif 9.— A stormy morning, lowering and blustering, like our 
fortunes. Meet virtute me involvo. But I must say to the Muse of 
fiction, as the Earl of Pembroke said to the ejected nuns of Wil- 
ton, “ Go spin, you jades, go spin !” Perhaps she has no tow on her 
rmV When I was at Kilkenny last year we went to see a nunnery, 
hut could not converse with the sisters because they were in strict re- 
treat I was delighted with the red-nosed Padre, who showed us the 
place with a sort of proud, unctuous humiliation, and apparent dere- 
liction of the world, that had to me the air of a complete Tartuffe ; a 
strong, sanguine, s<juare-shouldered son of the Church, whom a Prot- 
estant would be apt to warrant against any sufferings he was like to 
sustain by privation. My purpose, however, just now was to talk of 
the strict retreat,” which did not prevent the nuns from walking in 
their little garden, breviary in hand, peeping at us, and allowing us to 
peep at them. Well, now, %ce are in strict retreat ; and if we had been 
so last year, instead of gallivanting to Ireland, this affair might not 
Imve befallen — if literary labour could have prevented it. But who 
could have suspected Constable’s timbers to have been rotten from 
the beginning ? 

Visited the Exhibition on my way home from the Court. The new 
rooms are most splendid, and several good pictures. The Institution 
has subsisted but five years, and it is astonishing how much superior 
the worst of the present collection are to the teaboard-looking things 
which first appeared. John Thomson, of Duddingston, has far the 
fioest picture in the Exhibition, of a large size — subject Dunluce^ a 
niirious castle of the Antrim family, near the Giant’s Causeway, with 
<»ne of those terrible seas and skies which only Thomson can paint. 
Found Scrope there improving a picture of his own, an Italian scene 


^ TIus <!iera?hed, and confidential friend had 
Lvxg at K&eside from 1817, and acting as 
itraarl tm the estate. Mr, laidlaw died in 

:ii IMS. 

khart s-ays. have the best reason 
iLai the kind and manly character 
‘ ! <■ Jhmnoat :a 6’uv Mannering], the 

r ’ al I tlt'l;c:ous one of bis wife, and some 
if the most ficturesque peculiarities 
. linage at Charheshope were filled up 


from Scott's observation, years after this pe- 
riod [1792], of a family, with one of whose 
members he had, through the best part of his 
life, a close and aCTectionate connection. To 
those who were familiar with him, I have per- 
haps already sufficiently indicated the early 
home of his dear friend, William Laidlaw.” 
Life, vol. i. p. 268. See also vol. ii. p. 59; v. pp. 
210-15, 251; vii. p. 168; viii. p, 68, etc. 

2 Flax on her distaff. 
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in Calabria. He is, I think, greatly improved, and one of the very 
best amateur painters I ever saw — Sir George Beaumont scarcely ex- 
cepted. Yet, hang it, I do except Sir George. 

I would not write to-day after I came home. I will not say could 
not, for it is not true ; but I was lazy ; felt the desire /ar niente, which 
is the sign of one’s mind being at ease. I read The English in Italy ^ 
which is a clever book. Byron used to kick and frisk more contempt- 
uously against the literary gravity and slang than any one I ever knew 
who had climbed so high. Then, it is true, I never knew any one 
climb so high ; and before you despise the eminence, carrying people 
along with you, as convinced that you are not playing the fox and the 
grapes,you must be at the top. Moore told me some delightful stories 
of him. One was that while they stood at the window of Byron’s 
Palazzo in Venice, looking at a beautiful sunset, Moore was naturally 
led to say something of its beauty, when Byron answered in a tone 
that I can easily conceive, “ Oh ! come, d — n me, Tom, don’t be poeti- 
cal.” Another time, standing with Moore on the balcony of the same 
Palazzo, a gondola passed with two English gentlemen, who were easi- 
ly distinguished by their appearance. They cast a careless look at 
the balcony and went on. Byron crossed his arms, and half stooping 
over the balcony said, ‘‘ Ah ! d — n ye, if ye had known what two fel- 
lows you were staring at, you would have taken a longer look at us.” 
This was the man, quaint, capricious, and playful, with all his immense 
genius. He wrote from impulse, never from effort ; and therefore I 
have always reckoned Burns and Byron the most genuine poetical 
geniuses of my time, and half a century before me. We have, how- 
ever, many men of high poetical talent, but none, I think, of that 
ever-gushing and perennial fountain of natural water. 

Mr. Laidlaw dined with us. Says Mr. Gibson told him he would 
dispose of my affairs, were it any but S. W. S.® No doubt, so should 
I, and am wellnigh doing so at any rate. ’^MX^fortuna juvante I much 
may be achieved. At worst, the prospect is not very discouraging to 
one who wants little. Methinks I have been like Burns’s poor la- 
bourer. 

“ So constantly in Ruin’s sight, 

The view o’t gives me little fright.” 

[Edinhurgh^'\ February 10. — Went through, for a new day, the task 
of buttoning, which seems to me somehow to till up more of my morn- 
ing than usual — not, certainly, that such is really the case, but that my 
mind attends to the process, having so little left to hope or fear. The 
half hour between waking and rising has all my life proved propitious 


1 Tlie English in Italy. 3 vols. , Lond. 1825, who, in his joy on hearing of the baronetcy, 

ascribed to the Marquis of Normanby. proceeded to mark every sheep on the estate 

2 “S. W. S.” Scott, in writing of himself, with a large letter “ S ” in addition to the own- 

often uses these three letters in playful allusion er’s initials, W. S., which, according to custom, 
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to anv task which was exercising my invention. When I get over 
anv kimttv difficulty in a story, or have had in former times to fill up 
a passa.^e'in a poeiii, it was always when I first opened my eyes that 
the dtsTred ideas thronged upon me. This is so much the case that 
I !»ni in the habit of relying upon it, and saying to myself, when I am 
at a loss, “Never mind, we shall have it at seven o’clock to-morrow 
iimniiwy If I have forgot a circumstance, or a name, or a copy of 
Vi'TsesX is the same thing. There is a passage about this sort of 
iiiatulinal inspiration in the Odyssey,' which would make a handsome 
fliryre here if 1 could read or write Greek. I will look into Pope for 
it%!io,ten to one, will not tell me the real translation. ^ I think the 
first hour of the morning is also favourable to the bodily strength. 
Among other feats, when I was a young man, I was able at times to 
lift a smith’s anvil with one hand, by what is called the horn^ or pro- 
jecting piece of iron on which things are beaten to turn them round. 
Blit 1 cHiiild only do this before breakfast, and shortly after rising. It 
required my full strength, undiminished by the least exertion, and 
those who choose to try it will find the feat no easy one. This morn- 
ing I had some good ideas respecting Woodstock which will make the 
l>etter. The devil of a difficulty is, that one puzzles the skein 
in order to excite curiosity, and then cannot disentangle it for the 
satisfaction of the prying fiend they have raised. A letter from Sir 
James Mackintosh of condolence, prettily expressed, and which may 
he sung to the old tune of “ Welcome, welcome, brother Debtor.” A 
brother son of chivalry dismounted by mischance is sure to excite the 
compassion of one laid on the arena before him. 

Yesterday I had an anecdote from old Sir James Steuart Denham,’’ 
whicli is worth writing down. His uncle, Lord Elcho, was, as is well 
known, engaged in the affair of 1745. He was dissatisfied with the 
conduct of matters from beginning to end. But after the left wing 
of the Highlanders ^vas repulsed and broken at Culloden, Elcho rode 
up Ui the Chevalier and told him all was lost, and that nothing re- 
mained except to charge at the head of two thousand men, who were 


i a’cu^ felt that the morning was his 

tmie for work, but he preferred cora- 
* in He ?ays poniewhere that he 
% ii-1 h.ive lialf his days in bed for the 
P -rpo-e ijf compasjtion had he not found it too 

rvus'iiii 

s Mar’a’iky. toe. when engaged in his Bis- 
f- ^ u.i.s II Hie habit of writing three hours be- 

br-,>aku.‘l daily. 

s I am as^■'I^ed‘ by Professor Butcher that 
tfi Li! jas.-aze id the Odyssey, but he 
? ‘ tiiit 'ffhat S; ou had in his niind was 

rt .} the t»reek jilea of a imking vision being 
a !r Jr? i-nd lli»>y .'p^ke of it as a i^ap opposed 
1 = in . i j.i. a mere dream. These waking vis- 
; n - are usaally said to be seen towards mom- 

In the niiycjey there are two such visions 
. Urn >Tltr»bereaiities:— that ofNausi- 
f i.t }'k v; dJ. elc , and that of Penelope, Bk. 
x.i etc. la the former case we are told 


that the vision occurred just before dawn ; 1. 
48-49, auTtKa 6' ’HcIjc ‘straightway came 

the Dawn,’ etc. In the latter, there is no spe- 
cial mention of the hour. The vision, however, 
is said to be not a dream, but a true vision 
which shall be accomplished (547, oIk Svap uXX’ 

virap l-arOXov, o roi TereXeapLevov earai). 

‘‘Such passages as these, which are frequent 
m Greek literature, might easily have given 
rise to the notion of a ‘matutinal inspiration ’ 
ot which Scott speaks.” ’ 

3 General Sir James Steuart Denham of 
Goltness, Baronet, Colonel of the Scots Greys. 
His father, the celebrated political economist 
took part in the Rebellion of 1745, and was long 
afterwards an exile. The reader is no doubt 
acquainted with “ Lady Mary Wortley Monta- 
addressed to him and his wife 
Lady Frances. — j. g. l. See also Mrs. Calder- 

Sed lnl 839 .‘”’ Sir James 
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still unbroken, and either turn the fate of the day or die sword in 
hand, as became his pretensions. The Chevalier gave him some eva- 
sive answer, and, turning his horse’s head, rode off the field. Lord 
Elcho called after him (I write the very words), “ There you go for a 
damned cowardly Italian,” and never would see him again, though he 
lost his property and remained an exile in the cause. Lord Elcho left 
two copies of his memoirs, one with Sir James Steuart’s family, one 
with Lord Wemyss. This is better evidence than the romance of Chev- 
alier Johnstone ; and I have little doubt it is true. Yet it is no proof 
of the Prince’s cowardice, though it shows him to have been no John 
of Gaunt. Princes are constantly surrounded with j)eople wLo hold 
up their own life and safetif to them as by far the most important 
stake in any contest ; and this is a doctrine in which conviction is 
easily received. Such an eminent person finds everybody’s advice, 
save here and there that of a desperate Elcho, recommend obedience 
to the natural instinct of self-preservation, which very often men of 
inferior situations find it difficult to combat, when all the world are 
crying to them to get on and be damned, instead of encouraging them 
to run away. At Prestonpans the Chevalier offered to lead the van, 
and he was with the second line, which, during that brief affair, fol- 
lowed the first very close. Johnstone’s own account, carefully read, 
brings him within a- pistol-shot of the first line. At the same time, 
Charles Edward had not a head or heart for great things, notwith- 
standing his daring adventure ; and the Irish officers, by whom he 
was guided, were poor creatures. Lord George Murray was the soul 
of the undertaking.^ 

February 11. — Court sat till half-past one. I had but a trifle to do, 
so wrote letters to Mrs. Maclean Clephane and nephew Walter. Sent 
the last, £40 in addition to £240 sent on the 6th, making his full 
equipment £280. A man, calling himself Charles Gray of Carse, 
wrote to me, expressing sympathy for my misfortunes, and offering 
me half the profits of what, if I understand him right, is a patent 
medicine, to which I suppose he expects me to stand trumpeter. He 
endeavours to get over my objections to accepting his liberality (sup- 
posing me to entertain them) by assuring me his conduct is founded 
on a sage selfishness. This is diverting enough. I suppose the Com- 
missioners of Police will next send me a letter of condolence, begging 
my acceptance of a broom, a shovel, and a scavenger’s greatcoat, 
and assuring me that they had appointed me to all the emoluments 
of a well-frequented crossing. It would be doing more than they 
have done of late for the cleanliness of the streets, wdiich, witness my 
shoes, are in a piteous pickle. I thanked the selfish sage with due 
decorum — for what purpose can anger serve ? I remember once be- 


1 “Had Prince diaries slept during the whole 
of the expedition,” says the Chevalier John- 
stone, “and allowed Lord George Murray to act 
for him according to his own judgment, there 


is erery reason for supposing he would have 
found the crown of Great Britain on his head 
when he awoke. ” — Mfinoh-a a/ thr Rebellion of 
174;"), etc. 4to, p. 140. Loudon, 1810. — J. G. L. 
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fore a ma.l ^'oman, from about Alnwick, baitorl me witb letters and 
‘ Hns-first for charity to herself or some protege. I gave my guinea. 
£r^he wanted to have half the profit of a novel which I was to 
p ii lish under my name and auspices She sent me the manuscript 
Ld a moving tale it was. for some of the scenes lay in the cab^net a 
reau 1 declined the partnership. Lastly my fair correspondent in- 
sisted 1 was a lover of speculation, and would be much profited by go- 
inff shares in a patent medicine which she had invented for the bene- 
fit -f little babies, I believe. I dreaded to have anything to do with 
such a Herod-like affair, and begged to decline the honour of her cor- 
respondence in future. I should have thought the thing a quiz, but 
tliat the novel wjis real and substantial. Anne goes to Kavelston to- 
dav to remain to-morrow. Sir Alexander Don called, and we had a 


good laugh together. i. -rrr 7 t 

February 12.— Having ended the second volume ot Woodstock 

last night, 1 have to begin the third this morning. Now I have not 
the slightest idea how the story is to be wound up to a catastrophe. 
I am just in the same case as I used to be when I lost myself in for- 
mer days in some country to 'which I was a stranger. I always push- 
ed for the pleasantest road, and either found or made it the nearest. 
It is the same in writing, I never could lay down a plan — or, having 
kid it down, I never could adhere to it; the action of composition 
always diluted some passages, and abridged or omitted others ; and 
|K?rsonages w'ere rendered important or insignificant, not according 
to their agency in the original conception of the plan, hut according 
to tlie success," or otherwise, with which I was able to bring them out. 
I only tried to make that which I was actually writing diverting and 
intere.sting, leaving the rest to fate. I have been often amused with 
the critics distinguishing some passages as particularly labored, when 
the pen passed over the whole as fast as it could move, and the eye 
never again saw them, except in proof. Verse I write twice, and 
sometimes three times over. This may be called in Spanish the Far 
dmuie Here mode of composition, in English hah nah at a venture ; it is 
a perilous style, I grant, but I cannot help it. When I chain my 
mind to ideas which are purely imaginative — for argument is a dif- 
ferent thing — it seems to me that the sun leaves the landscape, that 
I ill ink away the whole vivacity and spirit of my original concep- 
and that the results are cold, tame, and spiritless. It is the 
ditftreiice between a written oration and one bursting from the un- 
preiiieditated exertions of the speaker, which have always something 
the air of enthusiasm and inspiration. I would not have young 
authors imitate my carelessness, however ; consilium non currum 




Head a few pages of Will D’Avenant, who was fond of having it 
?nppo.«c*d that Shakespeare intrigued with his mother. I think "the 
pri iisioii »‘an only be treated as Phaeton’s was, according to Field- 

farce — 
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“ Besides, by all the Tillage boys I’m shamed, 

You, the sun’s son, you rascal ? — ^you be damn’d.” 


Egad — I’ll put that into Woodstock.^ It might come well from the 
old admirer of Shakespeare. Then Fielding’s lines were not written. 
What then ? — it is an anachronism for some sly rogue to detect. Be- 
sides, it is easy to swear they were written, and that Fielding adopted 
them from tradition. Walked with Skene on the Gallon Hill. 

February 13. — The Institution for the Encouragement of the Fine 
Arts opens to-day, with a handsome entertainment in the Exhihition- 
room, as at Somerset House. It strikes me that the direction given 
by amateurs and professors to ilaeiv proteges and pupils, who aspire 
to he artists, is upon a pedantic and false princij)le. All the Fine 
Arts have it for their highest and more legitimate end and purpose, 
to affect the human passions, or smooth and alleviate for a time the 
more unquiet feelings of the mind — to excite wonder, or terror, or 
pleasure, or emotion of some kind or other. It often happens that, 
in the very rise and origin of these arts, as in the instance of Homer, 
the principal object is obtained in a degree not equalled by his suc- 
cessors. But there is a degree of execution which, in more refined 
times, the poet or musician begins to study, which gives a value of 
its own to their productions of a different kind from the rude strength 
of their predecessors. Poetry becomes complicated in its rules — 
music learned in its cadences and harmonies — rhetoric subtle in its 
periods. There is more given to the labour of executing — less attain- 
ed by the effect produced. Still the nobler and popular end of these 
arts is not forgotten ; and if we have some productions too learned, 
too recherclies for public feeling, we have, every now and then, music 
that electrifies a whole assembly, eloquence which shakes the forum, 
and poetry which carries men up to the third heaven. But in paint- 
ing it is different ; it is all become a mystery, the secret of which is 
lodged in a few connoisseurs, whose object is not to praise the works of 
such painters as produce effect on mankind at large, but to class tlioin 
according to their proficiency in the inferior rules of the art, which, 
though most necessary to be taught and learned, should yet only be 
considered as the Gradus ad Parnassum — the steps by which the 
higher and ultimate object of a great popular effect is to* be attained. 
They have all embraced the very style of criticism which induced 
Michael Angelo to call some Pope a poor creature, when, turning his 
attention from the general effect of a noble statue, his Holiness began 
to criticise the hem of the robe. This seems to me the cause of the 
decay of this delightful art, especially in history, its noblest branch. 
As I speak to myself, I may say that a painting should, to be excel- 


1 The lines are given in Woodstock^ with the 
following apology; “We observe this couplet in 
Fielding’s farce of Tumbledown Dick, founded 
on the same classical story. As it was current 


in the time of the Commonwealth, it must have 
reached the author of Tom Jones by tradition, 
for no one will suspect the present author of 
making the anachronism.” 
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lent, have something to say to the mind of a man, like myself, well- 
eduked, and susceptible of those feelings which anything strongly 
recalling natural emotion is likely to inspn-e. But how seldom do I 
see anydiing that moves me much ! Wilkie, the far more ^an Ten- 
iers of Scotland, certainly gave many new ideas. So does Will Allan, 
thoindi overwhelmed with their rebukes about colouring and group- 
i!i<r iaiiist which they are not willing to place his general and oiig- 
iiiai iMrits. Landseer’s dogs were the most magnihcent things I ever 
saw— leaping, and hounding, and grinning on the canvas. Leslie has 
great powers ; and the scenes from Moliere by [Newton] are excellent. 
Vet painting wants a regenerator — some one who will sweep the cob- 
webs out of his head before he takes, the palette, as Chantrey has 
done in the sister art. At present we are painting pictures from the 
ancients, as authors in the days of Louis Quatorze wrote epic poems 
according to the recipe of Madame Dacier and Co. The poor reader 
or spectator has no remedy ] the compositions are SBcuudwiTi cLTtQhii^ 
and if he does not like them, he is no judge — that’s all. 

Fehrmni had a call from Glengarry' yesterday, as kind 

and friendly as usual This gentleman is a kind of Quixote in our 
age, havingVetained, in their full extent, the whole feelings of clan- 
ship and chieftainship, elsewhere so long abandoned. He - seems to 
have lived a century too late, and to exist, in a state of complete law 
and order, like a Glengarry of old, whose will was law to his sept. 
Warm-hearted, generous, friendly, he is beloved by those who know 
him, and his efforts are unceasing to show kindness to those of his 
elan who are disposed fully to admit his pretensions. To dispute 
them is to incur his resentment, which has sometimes broken out in 
acts of violence which have brought him into collision with the law. 
To me he is a treasure, as being full of information as to the history 
of lib own elan, and the manners and customs of the Highlanders in 
general. Strong, active, and muscular, he follows the chase of the 
deer for days and nights together, sleeping in his plaid when dark- 
ness overtakes him in the forest. He was fortunate in marrying a 
daughter of Sir ^Yilliam Forbes, who, by yielding to his peculiar 
ideas in general, possesses much deserved inffuence with him. The 
number of his singular exploits would fill a volume ; ” for, as his pre- 
tensiuiis are high, and not always willingly yielded to, he is every 
iitiw and then giving rise to some rumour. He is, on many of these 
oi'casioiis, as much sinned against as sinning ; for men, knowing las 
temper, sometimes provoke him, conscious that Glengarry, from his 
eliaracter for violence, will always be put in the wrong by the public. 
I Iiave seen him behave in a very manly manner when thus tempted. 
Me has of late prosecuted a quarrel, ridiculous enough in the present 


' * ; Macdoiieil of Glengarry 

.! » J J ijn iry. n, l. 

Mar-ebal Macdonald Lore, 
n t a caji.tol account of Glengarry visiting 


the interior of a convent in the ancient High- 
land garb, and the efloct of such an apparition 
on the nuns, who fled in all directions.”— Scott 
to Skene, Edinburgh, •24th June, 18*25. 
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day, to have himself admitted and recognised as Chief of the whole 
Clan Ranald, or surname of Macdonald. The truth seems to be, that 
the present Clanranald is not descended from a legitimate Chieftain 
of the tribe ; for, having accomplished a revolution in the sixteenth 
century, they adopted a Tanist, or Captain — that is, a Chief not in 
the direct line of succession, a certain Ian Moidart, or John of Moi- 
dart, who took the title of Captain of Clanranald, with all the powers 
of Chief, and even Glengarry’s ancestor recognized them as chiefs de 
facto if not de jure. The fact is, that this elective power was, in 
cases of insanity, imbecility, or the like, exercised by the Celtic tribes ; 
and though Ian Moidart was no chief by birth, yet by election he 
became so, and transmitted his power to his descendants, as would 
King William iii., if he had had any. So it is absurd to set up the 
jus sanguinis now, which Glengarry’s ancestors did not, or could not, 
make good, when it was a right worth combating for. I wrought 
out my full task yesterday. 

Saw Cadell as I returned from the Court. He seems dejected, 
apprehensive of another trustee being preferred to Cowan, and gloomy 
about the extent of stock of novels, etc., on hand. He infected me 
with his want of spirits, and I almost wish my wife had not asked 
Mr. Scrope and Charles K. Sharpe for this day. But the former sent 
such loads of game that Lady Scott’s gratitude became ungovernable. 
I have not seen a creature at dinner since the direful 17th January, 
except my own family and Mr. Laidlaw. The love of solitude in- 
creases by indulgence ; I hope it will not diverge into misanthropy. 
It does not mend the matter that this is the first day that a ticket 
for sale is on my house. Poor No. 39.^ One gets accustomed even 
to stone walls, and the place suited me very well. All our furniture, 
too, is to go — a hundred little articles that seemed to me connected 
with all the happier years of my life. It is a sorry business. But 
sursurn corda. 

My two friends came as expected, also Missic, and stayed till 
half-past ten. Promised Sharpe the set of J^iranesi’s views in tlio 
dining-parlour. They belonged to my uncle, so 1 do not like to sell 
them.^ 

February 15. — Yesterday I did not write a line of Woodstock. 
Partly, I was a little out of spirits, though that would not have 
hindered. Partly, I wanted to wait for some m^w idcuis — a sort of 
collecting of straw to make bricks of. Ikirtly, 1 was a little too far 
beyond the press. I cannot pull well in long tra(‘es, wlien the <lraught 
is too far behind me. I love to have tlie j>ress thumping, cla,tt(M-iVig, 
and banging in my rear; it creates the necessity whi(*h almost always 
makes me work best. Needs must when the devil drives — and diTve 


1 No. 39 Castle Street, which lia<l boon occu- within a circle of a few luin(lr(‘(l yard.s IO)r 
pied by him from iSUii, when he nmioved from ae.scriptioii .see. /.//;•, vol. v. pji. dtil ' etc 

No. 10 in the same ytreed,. The situation .suited ‘ i > • 

him, as the houses ofuearly all hia friends were ^ sco below, Mardi 12. 
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he does even according to the letter. I must work to-day, however. 
Attended a meeting of the Faculty about our new library. I spoke 
l-s:iyim»* that I hoped we would now at length act upon a general 
plan, and look forward to commencing upon such a scale as would 
SQCim us at least for a century against the petty and partial manage- 
meiit, which we have hitherto thought sufficient, of fitting up one 
rooin after another. Disconnected and distant, these have been cost- 
inir largo sums of money from time to time, all now thrown away. 
We are now to have space enough for a very large range of build- 
ings, which we may execute in a simple taste, leaving Government to 
ornament them if they shall think proper — otherwise, to be plain, 
modest, and handsome, and capable of being executed by degrees, 
and in such portions as convenience may admit of. 

Poor James Hogg, the Ettrick Shepherd, came to advise with me 
about his jiffairs, — he is sinking under the times ; having no assist- 
ance to give him, my advice, I fear, will be of little service. I am 
sorry for him if that would help him, especially as, by his own ac- 
count, a couple of hundred pounds would carry him on. 

February 16. — “Misfortune’s gowling bark”’ comes louder and 
louder. By assigning my whole property to trustees for behoof of 
creditors, with two w’orks in progress and nigh publication, and with 
all my future literary labours, I conceived I was bringing into the 
field a large fund of payment, which could not exist without my exer- 
tions, and that thus far I was entitled to a corresponding degree of 
indulgence. I therefore supposed, on selling this house, and various 
other property, and on receiving the price of Woodstock and Napo- 
leon, that they would give me leisure to make other exertions, and be 
content with "the rents of iVbbotsford, without attempting a sale. This 
would have been the more reasonable, as the very printing of these 
works must amount to a large sum, of which they will reap the prof- 
its. In the course of this delay I supposed I was to have the chance 
of getting some insight both into Constable’s affairs and those of 
lliirst and Robinson. Nay, employing these houses, under precau- 
tions, to sell the 'works, the publisher’s profit would have come in to 
pay part of their debts. But Gibson last night came in after dinner, 
and gave me to understand that the Bank of Scotland see this in a 
different point of view, and consider my contribution of tbe produce 
iff ]»ast, present, and future labours, as compensated iu full by their 
aect'ptiiig tif the trust-deed, instead of pursuing the mode of seoues- 
traibui, and placing me in the Gazette, They therefore expected the 
tnihtee> in>taiitl\ to commence a law-suit to reduce the marriage set- 
tlimeiit, wtiieh settles the estate upon Walter, thus loading me with 
a most expensive suit, and, I suppose, selling library and whatever 
tiii*y can lay hold on. 

1 Burns’s Dedkatim to Gavin Hamilton— 


“May ne’er misfortune’s sowling bark 
Howl through the dwelling o’ the Clerk.'* 
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Now this seems unequal measure, and would besides of itself to- 
tally destroy any power of fancy or genius, if it deserves tbe name, 
which may remain to me. A man cannot write in the House of Cor- 
rection ; and this species of ^eme forte et dure which is threatened 
would render it impossible for one to help himself or others. So I 
told Gibson I had my mind made up as far back as the 24th of 
January, not to suffer myself to be harder pressed than law would 
press me. If this great commercial company, through whose hands 
I have directed so many thousands, think they are right in taking 
every advantage and giving none, it must be my care to see that they 
take none but what law gives them. If they take the sword of the 
law, I must lay hold of the shield. If they are determined to con- 
sider me as an irretrievable bankrupt, they have no title to object to 
my settling upon the usual terms which the Statute requires. They 
probably are of opinion that I will be ashamed to do this by apply- 
ing publicly for a sequestration. Now, my feelings are different. I 
am ashamed to owe debts I cannot pay ; but I am not ashamed of 
being classed with those to whose rank I belong. The disgrace is in 
being an actual bankrupt, not in being made a legal one. I had like 
to have been too' hasty in this matter. I must have a clear under- 
standing that I am to be benefited or indulged in some way, if I bring 
in two such funds as those works in progress, worth certainly from 
£10,000 to £15,000. 

Clerk came in last night and drank wine and water. 

Slept ill, and bilious in the morning. — I smoked a cigar, 

the first for this present year, yesterday evening. 

February 17. — Slept sound, for Nature repays herself for the vex- 
ation the mind sometimes gives her. This morning put interlocutors 
on several Sheriff-Court processes from Selkirkshire. Gibson came 
to-night to say that he had spoken at full length with Alexander 
Monypenny, proposed as trustee on the part of the Bank of Scot- 
land, and found him decidedly in favour of the most moderate meas- 
ures, and taking burthen on himself for the Bank of Scotland pro- 
ceeding with such lenity as might enable me to have some time and 
opportunity to clear these affairs out. I repose trust in Mr. M. en- 
tirely. His father, old Colonel Monypenny, was my early friend, 
kind and hospitable to me when I was a mere boy. ^ He had much 
of old Withers about him, as expressed in Pope’s epitaph — 

“ 0 youth in arms approved ! 

0 soft humanity in age beloved.” ^ 

His son David, and a younger brother, Frank, a soldier who per- 
ished by drowning on a boating party from Gibraltar, were my 
school- fellows ; and with the survivor, now Lord Pitmilly," I have 

1 “0 born to arms! O worth iu youth ap- 2 David Monypenny liad boon on the Bench 
proved, from 1813; ho rotircM.1 in 183Q, and died at the 

0 soft humanity in age beloved!” age of eighty-one in 1850. 

-—See Pope, JEjpUaphs, 9. 
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always kept up a friendly intercourse Of tins gentlema^ on whom 
my fortunes are to depend, I know little. He was Colm Mackenzie’s 
partner in business while my friend pursued it, and he speaks highly 
of hmr that’s a great deal. He is secretary to the Pitt Club, and 
we have had all our lives the habit idem sentire de republica : that’s 
much too. Lastly, he is a man of perfect honour and reputation ; and 
I have nothing to ask which such a man would not either grant or 
convince me was unreasonable. I have, to be sure, some of my con- 
stitutional and hereditary obstinacy ; but it is m me a dormant qual- 
ity Convince mv understanding, and I am perfectly docile ; stir my 
passions by coldness or affronts, and tbe devil would not drive me 
from my purpose. Let me record, I have striven against this beset- 
ting sin. When I was a boy, and on foot expeditions, as we had 
ma^v, no creature could he so indifferent which way our coin'se was 
directed, and I acquiesced in what any one proposed ; but if I was 
once driven to make a choice, and felt piqued in. honour to maintain 
my proposition, I have broken off from the whole party, rather than 
yield to any one. Time has sobered this pertinacity of mind ; but it 
still exists, and I must he on my guard against it. 

It is the same with me in politics. In general I care very little 
about the matter, and from year’s end to year’s end have scarce a 
thought connected with them, except to laugh at the fools who think 
to make themselves great men out of little, by swaggering in the rear 
of a party. But either actually important events, or such as seemed 
so by thcdr close neighbourhood to me, have always hurried me off 
my feet, and made me, as I have sometimes afterwards regretted, 
more forward and more violent than those who had a regular jog-trot 
way of busying themselves in public matters. Good luck ; for had I 
lived in troublesome times, and chanced to be on the unhappy side, 
I had been hanged to a certainty. What I have always remarked has 
been that many who have hallooed me on at public meetings, and so 
forth, have quietly left me to the odium which a man known to the 
public always has more than his own share of ; while, on the other 
liaiiii, they were easily successful in pressing before me, who never 
pressed forward at all, when there was any distribution of public fa- 
vours or the like. I am horribly tempted to interfere in this business 
of aiteriiig the system of banks in Scotland ; and yet I know that if 
I can attract any notice, I will offend my English friends without 
propitiating one man in Scotland. I will think of it till to-morrow. 
It h maknig myself of too much importance after all. 

Fthniajii 18. — I set about Malachi Malagrowther’s Letter on 
the late disposition to change everything in Scotland to an English 
modrl, but without resolving about the publication. They do treat 
m Very provokingly. 


^*0 Land of Cakes! said the Northern bard, 
Thougb all the world betrays thee, 
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One faithful pen thy rights shall guard, 

One faithful harp shall praise thee.”^ 

Called on the Lord Chief Commissioner, who, understanding there 
was a hitch in our arrangements, had kindly proposed to execute an 
arrangement for my relief. I could not, I think, have thought of it 
at any rate. But it is unnecessary. 

February 19. — Finished my letter (Malachi Malagrowther) this 
morning, and sent it to James B., who is to call with the result this 
forenoon. I am not very anxious to get on with Woodstock, I want 
to see what Constable’s people mean to do when they have their trus- 
tee. For an unfinished work they must treat with the author. It is 
the old story of the varnish spread over the picture, which nothing 
but the artist’s own hand could remove. A finished work might be 
seized under some legal pretence. 

Being troubled with thick-coming fancies, and a slight palpitation 
of the heart, I have been reading the Chronicle of the G-ood Knight 
Messire Jacques de Lalain — curious, but dull, from the constant rep- 
etition of the same species of combats in the same style and phrase. 
It is like washing bushels of sand for a grain of gold. It passes the 
time, however, especially in that listless mood when your mind is 
half on your book, half on something else. You catch something to 
arrest the attention every now and then, and what you miss is not 
worth going back upon ; idle man’s studies, in short. Still things 
occur to one. Something might be made out of the Pass or Fountain 
of Tears,^ a tale of chivalry, — ^taken from the Passage of Arms, which 
Jacques de Lalain maintained for the first day of every month for a 
twelvemonth.^ The first mention perhaps of red-hot balls appears in 
the siege of Oudenarde by the citizens of Ghent. Chronique^ p. 293, 
This would be light summer work. 

J. B. came and sat an hour. I led him to talk of Woodstock ; and, 
to say truth, his approbation did me much good. I am aware it may 
— nay, m ust — be partial ; yet is he Tom Tell-truth, and totally un- 
able to disguise his real feelings."* I think I make no habit of feeding 


1 Parody on ^foore’s Minstrel Boy. — j. g. l. 

2 ‘‘Le Pas de la Fontaine des Fleurs.” — 
Chroniques Nationales. 

3 This hint was taken up in Count Robert of 
Paris . — J. G. L. 

4 James Ballantyne gives an interesting ac- 
count of an interview a dozen years before this 
time, when “Tom Telltruth” had a somewhat 
delicate task to perform: — 

“ The Lord of the Isles was by far the least 
popular of the series, and Mr. Scott was very 
prompt at making such discoveries. In about 
a week after its publication he took me into his 
library, and a.sked me what the people were 
saying about The Lord of the Isles. I hesitat- 
ed, much in the same manner that Gil Bias 
might be supposed to do when a similar ques- 
tion was put by the Archbishop of Grenada, 
but he very speedily brought the matter to u 
6 


point — ‘ Gome, speak out, my good fellow, what 
has put it in your head to bo on ceremony 
with me? But the result is in one word— dis- 
appointment !’ My silence admitted his infer- 
ence to its fullest extent. His countenance 
certainly did look rather blank for a few sec- 
onds (for it is a singular fact, that before the 
public, or rather the booksellers, gave their 
decision he no more knew whether he had 
written well or ill, than whether a die, which 
he threw out of a box, was to turn out a sise 
or an ace). However, lie almost instantly re- 
sumed his spirits and expressed his wonder 
rather that his popularity had lasted so long, 
than that it should have given way at lust. At 
length, with a perfectly cheerful manner, he 
said, ‘Well, well, James, hut you know wo 
must not droop— for you know we can’t and 
won’t give over— we must Just try something 
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on praise, and despise those whom I see greedy for it as much as I 
should an under-bred fellow, who, after eating a cheiry-tart, pr^ 
ceeded to lick the plate. But when one is flagging, a little praise (if 
it can be had genuine and unadulterated by flattery, which is as dif- 
ficult to come by as the genuine mountain-dew) is a cordial after all. 
So now — vamos cotolzou — let us atone for the loss of the morning. 

February 20.— Yesterday, though late in beginning, I nearly fin- 
ished mv task, which is six of my close pages, about thirty pages of 
i.rint to' a full and uninterrupted day’s work. To-day I have already 
written four, and with some confidence. Thus does flattery or praise 
oil the wheels. It is but two o’clock. Skene was here remonstrating 
against my taking apartments at the Albyn Club,' and recommending 
that I should rather stay with them." I told him that was altogether 
impossible ; I hoped to visit them often, but for taking a permanent 
residence I was altogether the country mouse, and voted for 


“ ^ hollow tree, 

A crust of bread aad liberty,” ’ 


The chain of friendship, however bright, does not stand the attrition 
of constant close contact. 

February 21. — Corrected the proofs of Malachi^ this morning ; it 
may fall dead, and there will be a squib lost ; it may chance to light 


and the question is, what it *s to be V Nor 
was it any wonder he spoke* thus, for he could 
ncii fail to iMJ unconsciously conscious, if I dare 
a term, of his own gigantic, and as 
yet ijiiilcvt'loped. powers, and was somew'hat 
iiii ler forty years old, I am by no means sure 
B liellaer he then alluded to JVaverley, as if he 
had ineiuiuaed it to me for the first time, for 
niy iiii'isisiry has greatly failed me touching 
Hi s, or whether he alluded to it, as in fact ap- 
jiH'ors to have been the case, as having been 
ctiinmeneed and laid aside several years be- 
fore, but I well recollect that he consulted me 
With his usual openness and candour respect- 
iiii; his probability of succeeding as a novelist, 
and I confess my exjiectations were not very 
sangiiiiie. He kiw this and said, ‘ Well, I don’t 
sec* why I should not succeed as well as other 
ficoiile. Come, faint heart never won fair lady 
—let lis try. ' I remember when the work was 
fvsi mio my hands, I could not get myself to 
liiiiik much of the Waverley Honour Scenes, 
i lit to my shame be it spoken, when he had 
ruaclicd the exquisite scenes of Scottish man- 
i^Ti ai Tully-Veolan, I thought them, and pro- 
i; Jibcs'd them, vulgar! When the success of 
ih*’ lK>i*k so uiierly knocked me down as a man 
lade, all liiat the good-natured Author ob- 
H rvvd was, * Well I really thought you might 
anng about the Scotch. Whv, Bums had 
a.rtaly aitmcted universal attention to all 
' ii Sciuiaad, and I confess I could not see 
w’d I hkaald not be able to keep the flame 
laerely because I wrote in prose in place 
4 d’ : Irnb', ’ ' —Memorandum. 

2 I!u- w.i« a club-house on the London plan, 
itiSi’ca Street [Na 5i], a Lttle eastward from 


the Mound. On its dissolution soon afterwards. 
Sir W. was elected by acclamation into the elder 
Society, called the JVew Club, who had then 
their house in St. Andrew Square [No. 3], and 
since 1837 in Princes Street [No. 85]. 

2 Mr. Skene’s house was No. 126 Princes 
Street. Scott’s written answer has been pre- 
served:— 

“My Dear Skene, — A thousand thanks for 
your kind proposal But I am a solitary mon- 
ster by temper, and must necessarily couch in 
a den of my own. I should not, I assure you, 
have made any ceremony in accepting your 
offer bad it at all been like to suit me. 

“ But I must make an arrangement which is 
to last for years, and perhaps for my lifetime; 
therefore the sooner I place myself on my foot- 
ing it will be so much the better. — Always, 
dear Skene, your obliged and faithful, 

W. Scott. 

* Pope’s Imitation of Horace., Bk. ii. Sat. 6. 

— J. G. L. 

* These letters appeared in the Edinburgh 
Weekly Journal in February and March, 1826. 
“They were then collected into a pamphlet, 
and ran through numerous editions ; in the 
subsequent discussions in Parliament, they were 
frequently referred to; and although an elab- 
orate answer by the then Secretary of the Ad- 
miralty, Mr. Croker, attracted much notice, and 
was, by the Government of the time, expected 
to neutralise the effect of the northern lucu- 
brations — the proposed measure, as regarded 
Scotland, was ultimately abandoned, and that 
result was universally ascribed to Malachi Mal- 
a^owttier.”— Scott’s Misc. Works, vol. xxi. 
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on some ingredients of national feeling and set folk’s beards in a 
blaze — and so much tbe better if it does. I mean better for Scotland — 
not a whit for me. Attended tbe bearing in P[arliament] House till 
near four o’clock, so I shall do little to-night, for I am tired and 
sleepy. One person talking for a long time, whether in pulpit or at 
the bar, or anywhere else, unless tbe interest be great, and tbe elo- 
quence of tbe highest character, always sets me to sleep. I impu- 
dently lean my bead on my band in tbe Court and take my nap with- 
out shame. The Lords may keep awake and mind their own affairs. 
Quod supra nos nihil ad nos. These clerks’ stools are certainly as 
easy seats as are in Scotland, those of tbe Barons of Exchequer al- 
ways excepted. 

February 22. — Paid Lady Scott her fortnight’s allowance, £24. 

Ballantyne breakfasted, and is to negotiate about Malachi with 
Constable and Blackwood. It reads not amiss ; and if I can get a 
few guineas for it I shall not be ashamed to take them ; for paying 
Lady Scott, I have just left between £3 and £4 for any necessary 
occasion and my salary does not become due until 20th March, and 
the expense of removing, etc., is to be provided for : 

“But shall we go mourn for that, my dear? 

The cold moon shines by night, 

And when we wander here and there, 

We then do go most right.”^ 

The mere scarcity of money (so that actual wants are provided) is not 
poverty — it is the bitter draft to owe money which we cannot pay. 
Laboured fairly at Woodstock to-day, but principally in revising and 
adding to Malachi, of which an edition as a pamphlet is anxiously 
desired. I have lugged in my old friend Cardrona' — I hope it will 
not be thought unkindly. The Banks are anxious to ha\'e it pub- 
lished. They were lately exercising lenity towards me, and if I can 
benefit them, it will be an instance of the King’s errand lying in 
the cadger’s gate.” 

February 23. — Corrected two sheets of Woodstock this morning. 
These are not the days of idleness. The fact is, that the not seeing 
company gives me a command of my time which I possessed at no 
other period in my life, at least since I knew how to make some use 
of my leisure. There is a great pleasure in sitting down to write 
with the consciousness that nothing will occur during the day to 
break the spell. Detained in the Court till past three, and came 
home just in time to escape a terrible squall. I am a good deal jaded, 
and will not work till after dinner. There is a sort of drowsy vac- 
illation of mind attends fatigue with me. I can command my pen 


1 Winter^s Tale, Act iv. Sc. 2, slightly al- 
tered. 

2 Tbe late Mr. Williamson of Cardrona in 
Peeblesshire, was a strange humorist, of whom 


Sir Walter tolil many stories. Tbe allusion 
here is to tbo anecdote of tbo Lcetle Andemoyi 
in tbe first of Malachi's Epistlc.s.— See Scott's 
Prose Miscellanies, vol. xxi. p. 2S9.— j. g. l. 
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as the school copy recommends but cannot equally command my 
thoiiLdit and often write one word for another. Eead a little volume 
c-illed The Omen'— very well written— deep and powerful language. 
Aut £nixmu, aid Diabolus, it is Lockhart or I am strangely deceived. 
It is inssed for Wilson’s though, but Wilson has more of the falsetto 
of assumed sentiment, less of the depth of glo^y and powerful feeling. 

Fdrmirv 24 — Went down to printing-omce after the Court, and 
mrrected Malachi J. B.’s name is to be on the imprint, so lie will 
subscribe the book. He reproaches me with having taken much 
more pains on this temporary pamphlet than on works which have a 
muter interest on my fortunes. I have certainly bestowed enough 
of revision and correction. But the cases are different. In a novel 
or poem, I run the course alone— here I am taking up the cudgels, 
and may expect a drubbing in return. Besides, I do feel that this is 
public matter in which the country is deeply interested ; and, there- 
fore, is far more important than anything referring to my fame or 
fortune alone. The pamphlet will soon be out — meantime Malachi 
prospers and excites much attention.'^ The Banks have bespoke 500 
copies. The country is taking the alarm ; and I think the Ministers 
will not dare to press the measure. I should rejoice to see the old 
red lion ramp a little, and the thistle again claim its nemo me impune. 
I do believe Scotsmen will show themselves unanimous at least where 
their cash is concerned. They shall not want backing. I incline to 
cry with Biron in Lovers Labour's Lost^ 


“ More Ates, more Ates ! stir them on.” 


I suppose all imaginative people feel more or less of excitation from 
a scene of insurrection or tumult,. or of general expression of national 
feelinir. When I was a lad, poor Davie Douglas® used to accuse me 
of being cupidus novarum rerum^ and say that I loved the stimulus 
of a broil. It might be so then, and even still — 

‘‘Even in our ashes glow their wonted fires.”* 


Whimsical enough that when I was trying to animate Scotland against 
the currency bill, John Gibson brought me the deed of trust, assign- 


s Thf" 0mm. by Galt, had just been puh- 
L‘!:t .i—See S.r Walter's review of this novel 
in lli * ife ’TJi.-'i'H.’; Prose Works, vol. xviii. p. 

1 .bihu il'alt died at Greenock in April, 1839. 

— J r, I. 

2 “ .1 Lett'-r from Malachi Malagrowther, 
F.«i . tu tl.e r.r.tor of the Pluihurffh Weekly 
J Kr;. xi, an the prope-.^ed Change of Currency, 
and i'tlier late alterations as they atTect, or are 

to affect, the kingdom of Scotland. 

s-'j. r,d;n,. 

The motto to the ejii=tle was; — 

“ S'- thp fiw* Wfpn yday 

JabVsf io ibe Jraui, 


Out claymore and down wi’ gun, 

And to the rogues again.” 

In the next edition it was suppressed, as some 
friends thought it might be misunderstood. 
Mr. Croker in his reply had urged that if the 
author appealed to the edge of the claymore at 
Prestonpans, he might refer him to the point 
of the bayonet at Culloden.— See Croker’s Cor- 
respondence, vol. i. pp. 317-320, and Scott’s Life. 
vol. viii. pp. 301-5. 

3 Lord Keston, who died at Gladsmuir in 
1S19. He was one of Scott’s companions at 
the High School.— See Life. vol. i. p. 40. 

4 See Gray’s Eicgp.—s.'a. h. 
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ing my whole estate to be subscribed by me ; so that I am turning 
patriot, and taking charge of the affairs of the country, on the very 
day I was proclaiming myself incapable of managing my own. What 
of that ? The eminent politician. Quidnunc,^ was in the same condi- 
tion. AVho would think of their own trumpery debts, when they are 
taking the support of the \vhole system of Scottish banking on their 
shoulders? Odd enough too — on this day, for the first time since 
the awful llth January, "we entertain at dinner — Lady Anna Maria 
Elliot,^ W. Clerk, John A. Murray,^ and Thomas Thomson,^ as if we 
gave a dinner on account of my cessio fori, 

February 25. — Our party yesterday went off very gaily; much 
laugh and fun, and I think 1 enjoyed it more from the rarity of the 
event — I mean from having seen society at home so seldom of late. 
My head aches slightly though; yet we were but a bottle of Cham- 
pagne, one of Port, one of old Sherry, and two of Claret, among four 
gentlemen and three ladies. I have been led from this incident to 
think of taking chambers near Clerk, in Rose Court. ^ Methinks the 
retired situation should suit me well. There a man and woman 
would be my whole establishment. My superfluous furniture might 
serve, and I could ask a friend or two to dinner, as I have been ac- 
customed to do. I will look at the place to-day. 

I must set now to a second epistle of Malachi to the Athenians. 
If I can but get the sulky Scottish spirit set up, the devil won’t turn 
them. 

“ Cock up your beaver, and cock it fu’ sprush ; 

We’ll over the Border, and give them a brush ; 

There’s somebody there weTl teach better behaviour; 

Hey, Johnnie lad, cock up your beaver.” ° 

February 26. — Spent the morning and till dinner on Malachi* s 
second epistle to the Athenians. It is difficult to steer betwixt the 
natural impulse of one's national feelings setting in one direction, and 
the prudent regard to the interests of the empire and its internal 
peace and quiet, recommending less vehement expression. I will en- 
deavour to keep sight of both. But were my own interests alone 
concerned, d — n me but I would give it them hot 1 Had some valu- 
able communications from Colin Mackenzie and Lord Medwyn, which 
will supply my plentiful lack of facts. 

Received an anonymous satire in doggrel, which, having read the 
first verse and last, I committed to the flames. Peter Murray, son of 


1 In Arthur Murph^^’s farce otThe Upholster- 
er, or What Nexcs ? 

2 Lady Anna Maria Elliot, daughter of the 
first Farl of Minto. She married Sir Rufane 
Donkin in 1S32. 

3 Afiervrar is Lord Advocate, 1S:U and 1S35, 
and Judge under the title of Lord Murray from 
1839; he died in 1S59. 

^ The learned editor of the Acts of the Parlia- 
ments of Scotland, in 10 vols. folio, Edin. 1811- 


24; he succeeded Sir Walter as President of 
the Bannatyne Club in 1832, and died in 1852. 

5 Rose Court, where Mr. Clerk had a bache- 
lor's establishment, was situated immediately 
behind St. .Andrew's Church, George Street. 
The name disappeared from our Street Direc- 
tories shortly after Mr. Clerk’s death in 1847. 

® Burns, in Johnson's Musical Museum^ No. 
319. 
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the clever Lord Elibank, called and sat lialf-an-liour— an old friend, 
and who, from the peculiarity and originality of his genius, is one of 
the most entertaining companions I have ever known. ^ But I must 

tiiiish MaluchL 

Februari/ 21,—Malachi is getting on ; I must finish him to-night. 
I dare say some of my London friends will be displeased — Canning 
perhaps, for he is engoue of Huskisson. Can’t help it. 

The place 1 looked at won’t do ; but I really must get some lodg- 
ing, for, reason or none, Dalgleish^ will not leave me, and cries and 
imkQS ti scene. Now if I stayed alone in a little set of chambers, he 
would serve greatly for my accommodation. There are some nice 
places of the kind in the New Buildings, but they are distant from 
the Court, and I cannot walk well on the pavement. It is odd enough 
that just when I had made a resolution to use my coach frequently I 
ceased to keep one — in town at least. 

Februanj 28. — Completed Malachi to-day. It is more serious 
than the firet, and in some places perhaps too peppery. Never mind, 
if you would have a horse kick, make a crupper out of a whin-cow,^ 
and I trust to see Scotland kick and fling to some purpose. Wood- 
Mock lies back for this. But quid non pro patria ? 

« 

^ One of the nineteen original members of he cared not how much his wages were re- 
Tkt Club — Mr. Irving's letter with names, duced— but go he would not.~j. g , l . 

Lifi. vol i. pp. ‘i07-8, and Scott’s joyous visit 

m 1793 to Me:gle, pp. ‘iy2-4. 3 whin-cow— a bush offurze.— 

a Palgle ish was Sir Walter's butler. He said j.g.l. 



MARCH 


March 1 . — Malachi is in the Edinhurgh Journal to-day, and reads 
like the work of an uncompromising right - forward Scot of the old 
school. Some of the cautious and pluckless instigators will be afraid 
of their confederate ; for if a man of some energy and openness of 
character happens to be on the same side with these truckling jobbers, 
they stand as much in awe of his vehemence as doth the inexperi- 
enced conjurer who invokes a fiend whom he cannot manage. Came 
home in a heavy shower with the Solicitor. I tried him on the ques- 
tion, but found him reserved and cautious. The future Lord Advo- 
cate must be cautious ; but I can tell my good friend John Hope that, 
if he acts the part of a firm and resolute Scottish patriot, both his 
own country and England will respect him the more. Ah I Hal 
Dundas, there was no such truckling in thy day ! 

Looked out a quantity of things to go to Abbotsford ; for we are 
flitting, if you please.^ It is with a sense of pain that I leave behind 
a parcel of trumpery prints and little ornaments, once the pride of 

Lady S ’s heart, but which she sees consigned with indifference 

to the chance of an auction. Things that have had their day of im- 
portance with me I cannot forget, though the merest trifles. But I 
am glad that she, with bad health and enough to vex her, has not the 
same useless mode of associating recollections with this unpleasant 
business. The best part of it is the necessity of leaving behind, viz., 
getting rid of, a set of most wretched daubs of landscapes, in great 
gilded frames, of which I have often been heartily ashamed. The 
history of them \vas curious. An amateur artist (a lady) happened 
to fall into misfortunes, upon which her landscapes, the character of 
which had been buoyed up far beyond their proper level, sank even 
beneath it, and it was low enough. One most amiable and accom- 
plished old lady continued to encourage her pencil, and to order 
picture after picture, which she sent in presents to her friends. I 
suppose I have eight or ten of them, which I could not avoid accept- 
ing. There will be plenty of laughing when they come to be sold. 
It would be a good joke enough to cause it to be circulated that 
they were performances of my own in early youth, and they wmuld 
be looked on and bought up as curiosities. True it is that I took 


1 The full-length picture of Sir Walter (with session till 1831, when it was sent to Ahbots- 
the two dogs, Camp and the deerhound) by ford, where it now hangs.— See Letter, Scott to 
Raeburn, painted in 1809, was at this time Skene, under January 16th, 1831. 
given to Mr. Skene, and remained in his pos- 



88 


JOURNAL 


[Marc! a 

k. «sons of oil-painting in yontli from a little Jew animalcule, a smouch 
(••aicl Burrell, a clever sensible creature though; but I could make 
no progress either in painting or drawing Nature denied me cor- 
reetuoss of eve and neatness of hand, yet I was very desirous to be 
a draughtsman at least, and laboured harder to attain that point than 
•it -iTiv^other in my recollection, to which I did not make some ap- 

nroudies My oil-paintings were to Miss above commemorated 

wild’ hers are to Claude Lorraine. Yet Burrell was not useless to 
me altogether neither; he was a Prussian, and I got from him many 
•i loner story of the battles of Frederic, in whose armies his father had 

l. eeii a commissary, or perhaps a spy. I remember his picturesque 
aeeount of seeing a party of the Black Hussars bringing in some 
forage carts which they had taken from a body of the Cossacks, 
whom he described as lying on the top of the carts of hay, mortally 
wounded, and, like the Dying Gladiator, eyeing their own blood as it 
mil down through the straw. I afterwards took lessons from Walker, 
whom we used to call Blue-heard. He was one of the most con- 
ceited persons in the world, but a good teacher— one of the ugliest 
countenances he had too — enough, as we say, to spean weans. ^ The 
man wm always extremely precise in the quality of everything about 
him, his dress* accommodations, and everything else. He became in- 
solvent, poor man, and for some reason or other I attended the meet- 
ing of those concerned in his affairs. Instead of ordinary accommo- 
daVions for writing, each of the persons present was equipped with a 
large sheet of drawing paper and a swan’s quill. It was mournfully 
ridiculous enough. Skirving’* made an admirable likeness of Walker, 
not a single scar or mark of the smallpox which seamed his counte- 
nance, but the too accurate brother of the brush had faithfully laid it 
diovn in longitude and latitude. Poor Walker destroyed it (being in 
crayons) rather than let the caricature of his ugliness appear at the 
sale of his effects. I did learn myself to take some vile views from 
Nature. When Will Clerk and I lived very much together, I used 
sometimes to make them under his instruction. He to whom, as to 
all his family, art is a familiar attribute, wondered at me as a New- 
foundland dog w’ould at a greyhound which showed fear of the water. 

Going down to Liddesdale once, I drew the castle of Hermitage 
in my fashion, and sketched it so accurately that with a few verbal 
iiistnictions Clerk put it into regular form, Williams® (the Grecian) 
copii'd over Clerk’s, and his drawing was engraved as the frontis- 
piece of the tirst volume of the Kelso edition, Minstrelsy of the Scot- 
tish Ikmkr} Do you know why you have written all this down, Sir 
U.f Lt'cause it pleases me to record that this thrice -transmitted 


^ > 1 ^ ra a vean, i.t. wean a child, 
s Ari’lulaM SkinCng ^749-1819), well known 
3 y. Ttfa.i paaiter in chalk and crayons in 
^ i part of this century, 

r ‘ r > ^ of Wales, who set- 

L . .... L.xbargli at the beginning of this cen- 


tury. His Travels in Italy and Greece were 
published in 1820, and the Views in Greece in 
1S27. This work was completed in 1829, the 
year in which he died. 

Vols. i. and ii. were published in 1802. 
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drawing, thougli taken originally from a sketch of mine, was ex- 
tremely like Hermitage, Tvhicli neither of my colleagues in the task 
had ever seen? No, that’s not the reason. You want to put otf 
'writing Woodstock^ just as easily done as these memoranda, but 
which it happens your duty and your prudence recommend, and 
therefore you are loath to begin. 

“ Heigho, 

I can’t say no ; 

But this piece of task-work off I can stave, 0, 

Por Malachi’s posting into an octavo; 

To correct the proof-sheets only this night I have, 0, 

So, Madame Conscience, you’ve gotten as good as you gave, 0 
But to-morrow’s a new day and we’ll better behave, 0, 

So I lay down the pen, and your pardon I crave, 0.” 

In the evening Mr. Gibson called and transacted business. 

March *2. — I have a letter from Colin Mackenzie, approving Mala- 
chi ^ — “Cold men may say it is too strong; but from the true men 
of Scotland you are sure of the "warmest gratitude.” I never have 
yet found, nor do I expect it on this occasion, that ill-will dies in 
debt, or what is called gratitude distresses herself by frequent pay- 
ments. The one is like a ward-holding and pays its reddendo in hard 
blows. The other a blanch-tenure, and is discharged for payment of 
a red rose or a peppercorn. He that takes the forlorn hope in an at- 
tack, is often deserted by those that should support him, and who 
generally throw the blame of their own cowardice upon his rashness. 
We shall see this will end in the same way. But I foresaw it from the 
beginning. The bankers will be persuaded that it is a squib which 
may burn their own fingers, and will curse the poor pyrotechnist that 
compounded it ; if they do, they be d — d. Slept indifferently, and 
dreamed of Napoleon’s last moments, of which I was reading a medi- 
cal account last night, by Dr. Ariiott. Horrible death — a cancer on 
the pylorus. I would have given something to have lain still this 
morning and made up for lost time. But desidiac valedixi. If you 
once turn on your side after the hour at which you ought to rise, 
it is all over. Bolt up at once. Bad night last — the next is sure to 
be better. 

“ When the drum beats, make ready ; 

Wlieu the fife plays, march away — 

To the roll-call, to the roll-call, to the roll-call. 

Before the break of day.” 


Dined with Chief-Commissioner, Admiral Adam, W. Clerk, Thom- 
son, and I. The excellent old man was cheerful at intervals — at 
times sad, as was natural. A good blunder he told us, occurred in 
the Annandale case, which was a question partly of domicile. It was 
proved that leaving Loch wood, the Earl liad given up his kain and 
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carriages-,^ this an Englist Counsel contended was the best of all 
possible proofs that the noble Earl designed an absolute change of 
residence, since he laid aside his ualUng-stkh and his coach. 

First epistle of MalacU is getting out of print, or rather is out of 

Could not get the last sheets of MalacU, Second 

Epistle, last uight, so they must go out to the world uncorrected — a 
great loss, for the last touches are always most effectual ; and I ex- 
pect mispknts in the additional matter. We were especially obliged 
to have it out this morning, that it may operate as a gentle prepara- 
tive for the meeting of inhabitants at two o’clock. Vogue la gaVere 
—we shall see if Scotsmen have any pluck left. If not, they may 
kill the next Percy themselves. It is ridiculous enough for me, in a 
state of insolvency for the present, to be battling about gold and pa- 
per currency. It is something like the humorous touch in Hogarth’s 
Dkiremd Poet^ where the poor starveling of the Muses is engaged, 
when in the abyss of poverty, in writing an Essay on payment of the 
National Debt ; and his wall is adorned with a plan of the mines of 
Peru. Nevertheless, even these fugitive attempts, from the success 
which they have had, and the noise they are making, serve to show 
the truth of the old proverb — 


“When house and land are gone and spent, 
Then learning is most excellent.” 


On the whole, I am glad of this hrulzie, as far as I am concerned ; 
pople will not dare talk of me as an object of pity — no more poor- 
manning.” AVho asks how many -punds Scots the old champion had 
in his pocket when 


“He set a bugle to his mouth, 

And blew so loud and shrill, 

The trees in greenwood shook thereat, 
Sae loud rang ilka hill ” 


This sounds conceited enough, yet is not far from truth. 

The meeting was very numerous, 500 or 600 at least, and unani- 
mous, save in one Mr. Howden, who having been all his life, as I am 
told, in bitter opposition to Ministers, proposed on tbe present occa- 
sion that the whole contested measure should be trusted to their 
wisdom. ^ I suppose he chose the opportunity of placing his own 
in opposition, single opposition too, to that of a large assem- 
Wy. The speaking was very moderate. Report had said that Jef- 
other sages of the economical school, were to 
niutuckle their mails, and give us their opinions. But no such great 


^ K 
i'.jrn- 
i'.n X 


;ii srntcli latf means payment in Und. 

! in the same phraseology stands for 
n dr.v.iig with horse and cart. 


2 Ballad of ECardyJmute, slightly altered. — 
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guns appeared. If they had, having the multitude on my side, I 
would have tried to break a lance with them. A few short but well- 
expressed resolutions w^ere adopted unanimously. These were pro- 
posed by Lord Rollo, and seconded by Sir James Fergusson, Bart. I 
was named one of a committee to encourage all sorts of opposition to 
the measure. So I have already broken through twm good and wise 
resolutions — one, that I would not write on political controversy ; 
another, that I would not be named on public committees. If my 
good resolves go this way, like snaio aff a dyhe — the Lord help me ! 

March 4. — Last night I had a letter from Lockhart, who, speak- 
ing of Malachi^ says, “ The Ministers are sore beyond imagination at 
present ; and some of them, I hear, have felt this new whip on the 
raw to some purpose.” I conclude he means Canning is offended. 
I can’t help it, as I said before — fiat justitia^ ruat coeliim. No cause 
in which I had the slightest personal interest should have made me 
use ray pen ’gainst them, blunt or pointed as it may be. But as they 
are about to throw this country into distress and danger, by a meas- 
ure of useless and uncalled-for experiment, they must hear the opin- 
ion of the Scotsmen, to whom it is of no other consequence than as 
a general measure affecting the country at large, — and mine they 
shall hear. . I had determined to lay down the pen. But now they 
shall have another of Malachi^ beginning with buffoonery, and ending 
as seriously as I can write it. It is like a frenzy that they will agi- 
tate the upper and middling classes of society, so very friendly to 
them, with unnecessary and hazardous [projects]. 

“ Oh, thus it was they loved them dear, 

And sought how to requite ’em, 

And having no friends left but they, 

They did resolve to fight them.” 

The country is very high just now. England may carry the meas- 
ure if she will, doubtless. But what will be the consequence of the 
distress ensuing, God only can foretell. 

Lockhart, moreover, inquires about my affairs anxiously, and asks 
what he is to say about them ; says, ‘‘ He has inquiries every day ; 
kind, most kind all, and among the most interested and anxious, Sir 
William Knighton,^ who told me the King was quite melancholy all 
the evening he heard of it.” This I can well believe, for the King, 
educated as a prince, has, nevertheless, as true and kind a heart as 
any subject in his dominions. He goes on : “ I do think they would 
give you a Baron’s gown as soon as possible,” etc. I have written to 
him in answer, showing I have enough to carry me on, and can dedi- 
cate my literary efforts to clear rny land. The preferment would suit 
me well, and the late Duke of Buccleuch gave me his interest for it. 


1 SirW. Knighton was Physician and Private King. Sir William died in 1830; his Memoirs 

Secretary to George iv. Rogers {Table-Talk, p. were published in 1838, edited by his widow 

280) says no one had more influence with the 
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I ,l..re sav the young duke would do the same for the unvaried love 
1 ■ VC home his house; and by and by he will have a voice po en- 
li-il r.ut there is Sir AVilliam Bae in the meantime, whose prevailing 
el'ii'ui I would never place my own in opposition to, even were it pos- 
feible hv li tour de force, such as L. points at, to set it aside. Mean- 
time l am building a barrier betwixt me and promotion. Any pros- 
pect 'of the kind is very distant and very uncertain. Come time, come 
mlh, as the German says. 

la the meanwhile, now I am not pulled about for money, etc., 
iiiethiiiks I am happier without my wealth than with it. Everything 
is paid. I have no one wishing to make up a sum of money, and 
writing for his account to be paid. Since l7th January I have not 
laid out a fmiiiea, out of my own hand, save two or three in charity, 
imd six siiflliiigs for a pocket-book. But the cash with which I set 
out having run short for family expenses I drew on Blackwood, 
through Ikilantyne, which was honoured, for £25, to account of Mal- 
adns Letters, oi which another edition of 1000 is ordered, and gave 
it to Lady Scott, because our removal will require that in hand. This 
is for a fortnight succeeding Wednesday next, being the 8th March 
current. On the 20th my quWter comes in, and though I have some- 
thing to pay out of it, I shall be on velvet for expense — and regular 
I will be. Methinks all trifling objects of expenditure seem to grow 
light in my eyes. That I may regain independence, I must be saving. 
But ambition awakes, as love of quiet indulgence dies and is morti- 
fied within me. ‘‘Dark Cuthullin will be renowned or dead.”^ 

March 5. — Something of toddy and cigar in that last quotation, 
I think. Yet I only smoked two, and liquefied with one glass of spir- 
its and water. I have sworn I will not blot out what I have once 
written here. 

Maiachi goes on, but I am dubious about the commencement — it 
must be mended at least — reads prosy. 

Had letters from Walter and Jane, the dears. All well. Regi- 
ment about to move from Dublin. 


March 0. — Finished third Maiachi, which I don’t much like. It 
respects the difficulty of finding gold to replace the paper circulation. 
Now this should have been considered first. The admitting that the 
me^isiire may be imposed is yielding up the question, and Maiachi is 
like a commandant who should begin to fire from interior defences 
before his outworks were carried. If Ballantyne be of my own opin- 
iiui I will suppress it. e are all in a bustle shifting things to Ab- 
lM.»tsfc)rd. 1 believe we shall stay here till the beginning of next 
Week. It is odd, but I don’t feel the impatience for the country 
w liidi I have usually experienced. 

Mardi 7.---Betained in the Court till three by a hearing. Then 
to the Committee appointed at the meeting on Friday, to look after 


1 OssiaiL— J. G. L. 
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the small-note business. A pack of old faineants^ incapable of roan- 
aging such a business, and who will lose the day from mere coldness 
of heart. There are about a thousand names at the petition. They 
have added no designations — a great blunder; for testunonia sunt 
pondeTanda^ non numeranda should never be lost sight of. They are 
disconcerted and helpless ; just as in the business of the King’s visit, 
when everybody threw the weight on me, for which I suffered much 
in my immediate labour, and after bad health it brought on a violent 
eruption on my skin, which saved me from a fever at the time, but 
has been troublesome more or less ever since. I was so disgusted 
with seeing them sitting in ineffectual helplessness spitting on the 
hot iron that lay before them, and touching it with a timid finger, as 
if afraid of being scalded, that at another time I might have dashed 
in and taken up the hammer, summoned the deacons and other heads 
of public bodies, and by consulting them have carried them with me. 
But I cannot waste my time, health, and spirits in fighting thankless 
battles. I left them in a quarter of an hour, and presage, unless the 
country make an alarm, the cause is lost. The philosophical review- 
ers manage their affairs better — hold off — avoid committing them- 
selves, but throw their vis inertice into the opposite scale, and neutral- 
ise the feelings which they cannot combat. To force them to fight 
on disadvantageous ground is our policy. But we have more sneak- 
ers after Ministerial favour than men wLo love their country, and who 
upon a liberal scale would serve their party. For to force the Whigs 
to avow an unpopular doctrine in popular assemblies, or to wrench 
the government of such bodies from them, would be a coup de maitre. 
But they are alike destitute of manly resolution and sound policy. 
D — n the whole nest of them 1 I have corrected the last of Malachi, 
and let the thing take its chance. I have made enemies enough, and 
indisposed enough of friends. 

March 8. — At the Court, though a teind day. A foolish thing 
happened while the Court were engaged with the teinds. I amused 
myself with writing on a sheet of paper notes of Frederick Maitland’s 
account of the capture of Bonaparte ; and I have lost these notes — 
shuffled in perhaps among my own papers, or those of the teind 
clerks. What a curious document to be found in a iDrocess of valu- 
ation ! 

Being jaded and sleepy, I took up Le Due de Guise on Naples.^ 
I think this, with the old Memoires on the same subject which I have 
at Abbotsford, would enable me to make a pretty essay for the Quar- 
terly. AVe must take up Woodstock now in good earnest. Mr. Cowan, 
a good and able man, is chosen trustee in Constable’s affairs, with 
fuil power. From what I hear, the poor man is not sensible of the 

1 Pastoret: Le Due de Guiae <1 Naplex^ efc.^ “The Roviewal then meditated was after- 
en 1047 et 1048. Svo, 18*25; al.^o Memoires re- wards published i»i Foreifin Quarterhi Review^ 
lilting Itis passage to Naples and heading the vol. iv. p. ;ir>5, but not iiidudod in the Misc. 
Second Revolt of that people. Englished, sm. Prose. Works.' '—Abbotsford Library Catalogue, 
8vo, 1669, p. 30. 
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nature uf liis own situation; for myself, I have succeeded in putting 
the inatu-rs perfectly out of my mind since I cannot help Aem and 
have arrived at a fiwd-muci-nihili-pili-^<i&iiori of money, and I thank 
SiieiHtone for in'venting that long word.' .They are removing the 
wine ete., to the carts, and you will judge if our flitting is not mak- 
iiiir a’ noise in the world-or in the street at least. 

March 9.— I foresaw justly, 


“When first I set this dangerous stone a-rolling, 
’Twould fall upon myself.” * 


Sir Robert Diindas toniay put into my bands a letter of between 
tiiirtv ii!id forty pages, in angry and bitter reprobation of Malachi, 
full 'of ireneraf averments and very untenable arguments, all written 
at me !y name, but of wbicb I am to have no copy, and which is to 
be shown to me in extenso, and circulated to other special friends, to 
whom it may be necessary to “give the sign to hate.” 3 I got it at 
two o\doek/and returned [it] with an answer four hours afterwards, 
in wliieli I have studied not to be tempted into either sarcastic or 
harsli expressions.'* A quarrel it is how^ever, in all the forms, between 
my old friend and myself, and his lordship’s reprimand is 'to be read 
mi III tmkr to all our friends. They all know what I have said is 
true, but that will be nothing to the purpose if they are desired to 
eoiisitler it as false. As for Lord Melville, I do not wonder that he 
is aiifcry, though he has little reason, for he, our watchman stented^ has 
fr* no time to time suffered all manner of tampering to go on under 
Ills iio.se with the imstitutions and habits of Scotland. As for myself, 
I was quite prepared for my share of displeasure. It is very curious 
that I should have foreseen all this so distinctly as far hack as lYth 
IVbriiarv. Nobody at least can plague me for interest with Lord 
Melville as they used to do. By the way, from the tone of his letter, 
I think his lordship will give up the measure, and I will be tbe peace- 
<4!iTiiig. All will agree to condemn me as too warm — too rash — and 
net riidi on privileges which they would not have been able to save 
f>nt for a little rousing of spirit, which will not perhaps fall asleep 
A gentleman called on the part of a Captain [Rutherford], 
h..t iiivike inquiry about the Border Rutherfords. Not being very 
f/f f /v/\as Jrhn Fraser used to say, at these pedigree matters, referred 
liiiii im Mrs. I>r. Russell and Robt. Rutherford. The noble Captain 
lie has some title to the honours of Lord Rutherford. Very 


F- (17C5), p. 115, or 

IF .-ra (iT»'4-4 ',) vmI. i;-. p. 49. 

I Ii.’irbti-.i 10 I*r. J. A. H. Mnrny for this 
r "■ rci.r^*. ivh.rb Lt* kinuA* sv.pplit'ti from the 
’ - ^ r .i.' f ir L..S pr^at Eiigli.'h Dictionarv ou 

a -k Pruii'iplf'.'. 

K.r.y H- UTIJ rilL, Act V. Sc. 2 , s’lplitlv al- 

5' y ' — 1 - " * 

’Vii h tlif- to Uate."' — Johnson's 

^ / Hunxn Wis\fs. 


* See Arniston Memoirs, 8vo, Edin. 1888, for 
text of Lord Melville’s letter and Sir Walter’s 
replj', pp. 315-326. 

^ “Seldom has anj' political measure called 
forth so strong and so universal an expression 
of public opinion. In every city and in every 
county public meetings were held to deprecate 
tbe destruction of tbe one pound and guinea 
TiQiQs:' —Annual Register (1826), p. 24. 


1826.] 


JOURNAL 


95 


odd — 'vvlieii tliere is a vacant or dormant title in a Scottisli family or 
name,, everybody, and all connected with the clan, conceive they have 
quodam modo a right to it. Not being engrossed by any individual, 
it communicates part of its lustre to every individual in the tribe, as 
if it remained in common stock for that purpose. 

March 10. — I am not made entirely in the same mould of passions 
like other people. Many men would deeply regret a breach with so 
old a friend as Lord Melville, and many men would be in despair at 
losing the good graces of a Minister of State for Scotland, and all 
pretty visions about what might be done for myself and my sons, 
especially Charles. But I think my good lord doth ill to be angry, 
like the patriarch of old, and I have, in my odd sans souciance char- 
acter, a good handful of meal from the grist of the Jolly Miller, who 

“Once 

Dwelled on the river Dee ; 

I care for nobody no, not I, 

Since nobody cares for me.” 

Breakfasted with me Mr. Franks, a young Irishman from Dublin, who 
brought letters from Walter and Captain Longmore of the Royal 
Staff. He has written a book of poetry. Tales of Chivalry and Ro- 
mance^ far from bad, yet wants spirit. He talks of publishing his 
recollections in the Peninsula, which must be interesting, for he has, 
I think, sense and reflection. 

Sandie Young^ came in at breakfast-time with a Monsieur Broeque 
of Alontpelier. 

Saw Sir Robert Diindas at Court, who condemns Lord Melville, 
and says he will not show his letter to any one ; in fact it would be 
exactly placarding me in a private and confidential manner. He is 
to send my letter to Lord Melville, Colin Mackenzie concurs in 
thinking Lord Melville quite wrong, must cool in the skin he 

het hiT 

On coming home from the Court a good deal fatigued, I took a nap 
in my easy-chair, then packed my books, and committed the refuse 
to Jock Stevenson — 

“ Left not a limb on which a Dane could triumph.” 

Gave Mr. Gibson ray father’s cabinet, which suits a man of business 
well. Gave Jock Stevenson the picture of my old favourite dog 
Camp, mentioned in one of the introductions to Marmion,, and a lit- 
tle crow-quill drawing of Melrose Abbey by Nelson, whom I used to 
call the Admiral. Poor fellow ! he had some ingenuity, and was, in a 
moderate w^ay, a good penman and draughtsman. He left his situa- 
tion of amanuensis to go into Lord Home’s militia regiment, but his 

1 Alex. Young of Harburn, a steady Whig of the old school, and a steady and esteemed friend 
of Sir Walter’s.— J. g. i-. 



llli 


JOUKNAL 


[March 


dissipated habits got the better of a strong constitution, and he fell 
into bat! wavs and poverty, and died, I believe, in the hospital at 
Liverpool. Strange enough that Henry Weber, who acted afterwards 
IIS my amanuensis for many years, had also a melancholy fate ulth 
iiiiitely. He was a man of very superior attainments, an excellent 
liiiiriiist and geographer, and a remarkable antiquary. He published 
a iaillection of ancient Romances, superior, I think, to the elaborate 
Kitson. He also published an edition of Beaumont and Fletcher, but 

carelessly done to be reputable. He was a violent Jacobin, which 
lie thought he disguised from me, while I, who cared not a fig about 
the poor young man’s politics, used to amuse myself with teasing him. 
lie was an exeellent and affectionate creature, but unhappily was afflict- 
ed with partial insanity, especially if he used strong liquors, to which, 
like others with that unhappy tendency, he was occasionally addicted. 
Ill 1814^ he became quite insane, and, at the risk of my life, I had to 
disarm him of a pair of loaded pistols, which I did by exerting the 
sort of authority which, I believe, gives an effectual control in such 
cases. His friends, who were respectable, placed him in the York 
Asylum, where he pined away and died, I think, in 1814 or 1815.^ 
My patronage in this way has not been lucky to the parties protected. 

I hope poor George Huiitly Gordon will escape the influence of the 
evil star. He has no vice, poor fellow, but his total deafness makes 
him helpless. 

JLtrck 11,— This day the Court rose after a long and laborious 
.sederunt. I employed the remainder of the day in completing a set 
of notes on Captain Maitland’s manuscript narrative of the reception 
of Napoleon Bonaparte on board the Bellerophon. It had been pre- 
viously in the bands of my friend Basil Hall, who had made many ex- 
eellent corrections in point of style ; but he had been hypercritical in 
wishing (in so important a matter where everything depends on accu- 
racy) tills expression to be altered for delicacy’s sake,— that to be 
omitted for fear of giving offence,— and that other to be abridged for 
fear of being tedious. The plain sailor’s narrative for me, written on 
tile spot and bearing m its minuteness the evidence of its veracity. 

^ Lord Elgin sent me, some time since, a curious account of liis im- 
prisonment in France, and the attempts which were made to draw 
liiiii into some intrigue which might authorise treating him with 
riirour. He called to-day and communicated some curious circum- 

respecting 

... 0 . 1 } une and the empress Mam Louise, whom Lord El^in had con- 
v.Tscn with oil the subject in Italy. His conduct towards her was 

tra^idv. nuking her postpone her high rank by birth to the authority 


' ip. Tol, IV. pp. 146-US. 

? il- Lry Wehvr sl.ea in ISIS. 


3 See Life of Bonaparte. Miscellaneous Prose 
WorJ^ vol. XL pp. 346-351._j. g. l. 

Pas5io?is, 2 vols. 8vo, Lond. 
1S02, vol. u. pp. §11-215, ’ • • 
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which' he had acquired by his talents. Dinner was usually announced 
for a particular hour, and Napoleon’s business often made him late. 
She was not permitted to sit down to table, an etiquette which was 
reasonable enough. But from the hour of dinner till the Emperor 
appeared she was to be in the act of sitting down ; that is to say, he 
was displeased if he found her engaged with a book, with work, or 
with anything else. She was obliged to be in a state of absolute 
“ being about to sit down.” She seemed a good deal by some- 
thing of that kind, though remembering with pride she had been 
Empress, it might almost be said of the world. The rest for to- 
morrow. 

March 12. — ^Resumed Woodstock^ wrote my task of six pages. 
I was interrupted by a slumberous feeling which made me obliged 
to stop once or twice. I shall soon have a remedy in the country, 
which affords the pleasanter resource of a walk when such feelings 
come on. I hope I am the reverse of the well-known line, sleepy 
myself, to give my readers sleep.” I cannot gurmlise at any rate, 
having wrought my eyes nearly out.’ 

March 13. — Wrote to the end of a chapter, and knowing no more 
than the man in the moon what comes next, I wdll put down a few 
of Lord Elgin’s remembrances, and something may occur to me in 
the meanwhile. "VMien M[aria] Louise first saw B[onaparte], she 
was in the carriage with his representative general, when she saw a 
horseman ride forward at the gallop, passing and repassing the car- 
riage in a manner which, joined to the behamour of her companion, 
convinced her who it was, especially as he endeavoured, with a curi- 
osity which would not have been tolerated in another, to peep into 
the windows. When she alighted at the inn at , Napoleon ’pre- 

sented himself, pulled her by the ear, and kissed her forehead. 

Bonaparte’s happiest days passed away when he dismissed from 
about him such men as Talleyrand and Fouche, whose questions and 
objections compelled him to recur upon, modify, and render practica- 
ble the great plans which his ardent conception struck out at a heat. 
When he had Murat and such persons about him, who marvelled and 
obeyed, his schemes, equally magnificent, were not so well matured, 
and ended in the projector’s ruin. 

I have hinted in these notes that I am not entirely free from a 
sort of gloomy fits, with a fluttering of the heart and depression of 


* Ho had, however, snatched a moment to 
write the following playful note to Mr. Sharpe, 
little dreaming that the sportive allusion to his 
return in May would be so sadly realised; — 
“My dear Charles, — You promised when I 
dispJenished this house that you would accept 
of the prints of Roman antiquities, which I now 
send. I believe they were once in some es- 
teem, though now so detestably smoked that 
they will only suit your suburban villa in the 
Cowgate when you remove to that classical 
residence. I also send a print which is an ojd 

7 


favourite of mine, from the humorous corre- 
spondence between Mr. Mountebank's face and 
the monkey's. I leave town to-day or to-mor- 
row at furthest. When I return in May I 
shall be 

Bachelor BlafT, bachelor Bluff, 

Hey for a heart that’s rujrfjed and tough. 

I shall have a beefsteak and a bottle of wine ol 
a Sunday, which I hope you will often take 
share of,— Being with warm regard always 
yours, Walter Scott.” — Sharpe’s Correspond- 
ence, vol. ii. pp. 359-60. 
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spirits, just as if I knew not wliat was going* to befall me. I can 
sometimes resist this successfully, but it is better to evade than to 
combat it The hang-dog spirit may have originated in the confu- 
sion and chucking about of our old furniture, the stripping of walls 
of pictures, and rooms of ornaments ; the leaving a house we have so 
long called our home is altogether melancholy enough. I am glad 
L'idy S. does not mind it, and yet I wonder, too. She insists on my 
remaining till AVednesday, not knowing what I suffer. Meanwhile, 
to make my recusant spirit do penance, I have set to work to clear 
away papers and pack them for my journey. What a strange med- 
ley of thoughts such a task produces 1 There lie letters which made 
the heart throb when received, now lifeless and uninteresting — as are 
perhaps their owners. Riddles which time has read — schemes which 
he has destroyed or brought to maturity — memorials of friendships 
and enmities which are now alike faded. Thus does the ring of 
Saturn consume itself. To-day annihilates yesterday, as the old ty- 
rant swallowed his children, and the snake its tail. But I must say 
to my Gurnal as poor Byron did to Moore, “ Damn it, Tom, don’t he 
poetical.” 

Mmorandiim, — I received some time since from Mr. Riddoch, of 
Falkirk, a sort of iron mallet, said to have been found in the ruins 
of Grame’s Dike ; there it was reclaimed about three months since 
by the gentleman on whose lands it was found, a Doctor — by a very 
polite letter from his man of business. Having unluckily mislaid 
his letter, and being totally unable either to recollect the name of the 
proprietor or the professional gentleman, I returned this day the piece 
of anti«]uity to Mr. Riddoch, who sent it to me. Wrote at the same 
time to Tom Graliame of Aiidh, mentioning what I had done. ‘‘ Touch 
my honour, touch my life — there is the spoon.” ^ 

March 14. — J. B. called this morning to take leave, and receive 
directions about proofs, etc. Talks of the uproar about Malachi \ 
but I am tired of Malaclii — ^the humour is off, and I have said what I 
wanted to sav, and put the people of Scotland on their guard, as well 
as Ministers, if they like to be warned. They are gradually destroy- 
ing what remains of nationality, and making the country tabula rasa 
doctrines of hold innovation. Their loosening and grinding down 
ail tiiose peculiarities wMch distinguished us as Scotsmen will throw 
t 1 C efsiintr\ into a state in which it will be universally turned to 
iiiioirac} , ,yid instead of canny Saunders, they will have a very dan- 
ger* ms }vortIi Entisli neighbourhood. 

Smiie [English] lawyer expressed to Lord Elibank an opinion, that 
law should have been extended all over 
io am . 1 cannot say how that might have answ^ered our purpose,” 


, Old Scotch lady who had 

a ‘ ’ b: a silver spoon, one of 

7 r . ^>eing passed round 

in an auction room. Su^i- 


cion resting on her, she was asked to allow 
her person to be searched, but she indignantly 
produced the article, with “Touch my hon- 
our,” etc. 
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said Lord Patrick, Tvdio was never nonsuited for want of an answer, 
“ but it would scarce have suited yours^ since by this time the Aber- 
deen Advocates^ wmiild have possessed themselves of all the business 
in 'Westminster Hall.” 

What a detestable feeling this fluttering of the heart is ! I know 
it is nothing organic, and that it is entirely nervous ; but the sicken^ 
ing effects of it are dispiriting to a degree. Is it the body brings it 
on the mind, or the mind that inflicts it upon the body ? I cannot 
tell ; but it is a severe price to pay for the Fata Morgana w'ith which 
Fancy sometimes amuses men of warm imaginations. As to body and 
mind, I fancy I might as well inquire whether the fiddle or fiddlestick 
makes the tune. In youth this complaint used to throw” me into invoL 
untary passions of causeless tears. But I will drive it aw'ay in the 
country by exercise. I w'ish I had been a mechanic : a turningdathe 
or a chest of tools w”ould have been a God-send ; for thought makes 
the access of melancholy rather worse than better. I have it sel- 
dom, thank God, and, I believe, lightly, in comparison of others. 

It w’as the fiddle after all was out of order, not the fiddlestick ; 
the body, not the mind. I walked out; met Mrs. Skene, who took 
a turn with me in Princes Street. Bade Constable and Cadell fare- 
well, and had a brisk walk home, which enables me to face the 
desolation here with more spirit. News from Sophia. She has had 
the luck to get an anti-druggist in a Br. Gooch, who prescribes care 
for Johnnie instead of drugs, and a little home-brew”ed ale instead of 
wine ; and, like a liberal physician, supplies the medicine he prescribes. 
As for myself, while I have scarce stirred to take exercise for four or 
five days, no wonder I had the mulligrubs. It is an awful sensation 
though, and w’ould have made an enthusiast of me, had I indulged my 
imagination on devotional subjects. I have been always careful to 
place my mind in the most tranquil posture which it can assume 
during my private exercises of devotion. 

I have amused myself occasionally very pleasantly during the last 
few^ days, by reading over Lady Morgan’s novel of &I)onnel^~ wdiich 
has some striking and beautiful passages of situation and description, 
and in the comic part is very rich and entertaining. I do not remem- 
ber being so much pleased with it at first. There is a want of story, 
always fatal to a book the first reading — and it is wxll if it gets a 
chance of a second. Alas ! poor novel ! Also read again, and for 
the third time at least, Miss Austen’s very finely wTitten novel of 
Pride and Prejudice. That young lady had a talent for describing 
the involvements and feelings and characters of ordinary life, which 
is to me the most w”onderful I ever met wdth. The Big Bow-wow 
strain I can do myself like any now going; but the exquisite touch, 

J The Attorneys of Aberdeen arc styled advo- the same time as WaverUy. Had it contained 
cates. This valiiable privilege is said to have nothing else than the sketch of Bran, the great 
been bestowed at an early period by some Irish wolf-hound, it would have commended 
(sportive) monarch. — j, g. l. itself to Scott. The authoress died in 1859. 

2 This clever book was published in 1814 at 
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whicli renders ordinary commonplace things and characters interest- 
ircr from the truth of the description and the sentiment, is denied to 
, 11 ^ What a pity such a gifted creature died so early ! ‘ 

’ \[arch 15— This morning I leave No. 39 Castle Street, for the 
last" time “The cabin was convenient,” and habit had made it 
■i.weahlc'to me. I never reckoned upon a change in this particular 
ioiiff as I held an office in the Court of Session. In all my former 
chan-ms of residence it was from good to better; this is retrograd- 
iii-'-- leave this house for sale, and I cease to be an Edinburgh 
oitTzen, in the sense of being a proprietor, which my father and I 
have been for sixty years at least. So farewell, poor 39, and may 
von never harbour worse people than those who now leave you ! Not 
to desert the Lares all at once, Lady S. and Anne remain till Sunday. 
As for me, I go, as aforesaid, this morning. 


“ Ha til mi tulidh’ ! ” ^ 

Ahboiiford, 9 at night— The naturally unpleasant feelings whicli 
influenced me in my ejectment, for such it is virtually, readily evap- 
orated in the course of the journey, though I had no pleasanter com- 
panions than Mrs. Mackay, the house-keeper, and one of the maids ; 
and I have a shyness of disposition, which looks like pride, hut it is 
not, which makes me awkward in speaking to my household domes- 
tics. With an out-of-doors labourer, or an old woman gathering 
sticks, I can talk for ever. I was welcomed here on my arrival by 
tlie tumult, great of men and dogs, all happy to see me. One of my 
<hl labourers killed by the fall of a stone working at Gattonside 
Ilriilge. Old Will Straiten, my man of wisdom and proverbs, also 
dead, lie was entertaining from his importance and self-conceit, hut 
really a sensible old man. When he heard of my misfortunes, he 
went to bed, and said he would not rise again, and kept his word, 
lie was very infirm when I last saw him. Tom Purdie in great glory, 
being released from all farm duty, and destined to attend the woods, 
ami be my special assistant. The gardener Bogie is to take care of 
what small farm we have left, which little would make me give up 
ciitirely. 

March IG.— Pleasant days make short Journals, and I have little 
to say to-day. I wrote in the morning at Woodstock ; walked from 

till four; was down at Huntly Burn and paid my respects to the 
ladies. The spring seems promising, and everything in great order. 
\ isltcd^ \\ ill Straiton’s widow, wdio squeezed out among many tears 
a pitition for a house. I do not think I shall let her have one, as 


- Il ; = 'jnrth noting that a quarter of a cen- 
:ifi. r S r Walter had written these lines, 
tLl Maca*;!ay .=titing that, in his opinion, 
" 1 .ii Tt' aT>: .11 th- world no compositions which 
h nc iTi-T perfection." 

Sc- It Lad already criticised Miss Austen in 


the 27 til No. of the Quarterly. She died in 
1817. 

2 “I return no more,”— see MaeJerimmon's 
Lament by Scott — Poetical Works, vol. xi. p. 
332. 
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she has a had temper, hut I will help her otherwise ; she is greedy 
besides, as was the defunct philosopher William. In a year or two I 
shall have on the toft field a gallant show of extensive w^oodland, 
sweeping over the hill, and its boundaries carefully concealed. In 
the evening, after dinner, read Mrs. Charlotte Smith’s novel of Des- 
mond ^ — decidedly the worst of her compositions. 

March 17, — Sent ofi a packet to J. B. ; only three pages copy, so 
must work hard for a day or two. I wish I could wind up my bot- 
tom handsomely — an odd but accredited phrase. The conclusion 
will be luminous ; we must try to make it dashing. Go spin, you 
jade, go spin. Have a good deal to do between-hands, in sorting up 
the newly arrived accession of books. 

I need not have exulted so soon in having attained ease and 
quiet. I am robbed of both with a vengeance. A letter from Lock- 
hart, with one enclosed from Sophia, announces the medical people 
think the child is visibly losing strength, that its walking becomes 
more difficult, and, in short, that the spine seems visibly afiected. 
They recommend tepid baths in sea-water, so Sophia has gone down 
to Brighton, leaving Lockhart in town, wffio is to visit her once a 
week. Here is my worst augury verified.^ The bitterness of this 
probably impending calamity is extreme. The child was almost too 
good for this world; beautiful in features; and, though spoiled by 
every one, having one of the sweetest tempers, as well as the quick- 
est intellect I ever saw ; a sense of humour quite extraordinary in a 
child, and, owing to the general notice which was taken of him, a 
great deal more information than suited his years. He was born in 
the eighth month, and such children are never strong — seldom long- 
lived. I look on this side and that, and see nothing but protracted 
misery, a crippled frame, and decayed constitution, occupying the 
attention of his parents for years, and dying at the end of that period, 
when their hearts were turned on him ; or the poor child may die 
before So]3hia’s confinement, and that may again be a dangerous and 
bad affair; or she may, by increase of attention to him, injure Jier 
own health. In short, to trace into how many branches such a mis- 
ery may fiow is impossible. The poor dear love had so often a slow 
fever, that when it pressed its little lips to mine, I always foreboded 
to my own heart what all I fear are now aware of. 

Lockhart writes me that Croker is the author of the Letters in 
the Courier against Malachi^ and that Canning is to make another 
attack on me in the House of Commons.^ These things would make 


1 Published as flir back as 1792. An appre- 
ciative criticism on Mrs. Smith’s works will be 
found in Scott’s Miscellaneous Prose Works^ 
vol. iv. pp. 58-70. 

2 See this Journal, 2 December last. 

3 The letters of Malacld were treated by 
Some members of the House of Commons as 
incentives to rebellion, and senators gravely 


averred that not many years ago they would 
Iiave subjected the author to condign punish- 
ment. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, however, 
declared that he did not dread “the Hushing 
of that Highland claymore though evokeil from 
it.s .scabbard by the incautations of the mighti- 
est magician of the age." — Speech ol lit. Hon. 
F J. Rubiusou. 
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a man Drond. I will not answer, because I must show up Sir Will- 
iam Rae and even Lord Melville, and I have done enough to draw 
public attention, which is all I want. Let them call me ungrateful 
Lkiiid, and all sorts of names, so they keep their own fingers free of 
this most threatening measure. It is very curious that each of these 
angry friends— Melville, Canning, and Croker— has in former days 
appealed to me in confidence against each other. 

While I smoked my cigar after dinner, my mind has been running 
into four tlireads of bitter fancies, or rather into three decidedly bit- 
ter and one that is indifferent. There is the distress incumbent on 
the country by these most untimely proceedings, which I would stop 
with my life were that adequate to prevent them. ' 2d, there is the 
unpleasant feeling of seeing a number of valued friends pass from 
me ; that I cannot help. 3d, there is the gnawing misery about that 
sweet child and its parents. 4th, there is the necessity of pursuing 
my own labours, for which perhaps I ought to be thankful, since it 
always wrenches one’s mind aside from what it must dwell on with 
pain. It is odd that the state of excitation with me rather increases 
than abates the power of labour. I must finish WoodstocJc well if I 
can : otherwise how the Philistines wdll rejoice ! 

March 18. — Slept indifferently, and under the influence of Queen 
Mab, seldom auspicious to me, dreamed of reading the tale of the 
Prince of the Black Marble Islands to little Johnnie, extended on a 
paralytic chair, and yet telling all his pretty stories about Ha-papa, 
as he calls me, and Chiefswood — and waked to think I should see 
the little darling no more, or see him as a thing that had better never 
have existed. Ob, misery ! misery I that the best I can wish for him 
is early death, with all the wi’etchedness to his parents that is like to 
ensue I I intended to have stayed at home to-day ; hut Tom more 
wisely had resolved that I should walk, and hung about the wdndow 
with his axe and my own in his hand till I turned out with him, and 
helped to cut some fine paling. 

Jiarcli 19. — I have a most melancholy letter from Anne. Lady S., 
the faithful and true companion of my fortunes, good and bad, for 
so many years, has, but with difficulty, been prevailed on to see Dr. 
Abercrombie, and his opinion is far from favourable. Her asthmatic 
complaints are fast terminating in hydropsy, as I have long suspect- 
ed; yet the avowal of the truth and its probable consequences are 
overwhelming. They are to stay a little longer in town to try the 
effects of a new medicine. On Wednesday they propose to return 
iritlier — new affliction, "where there was enough before ; vet her con- 
stitution is so good that if she "will he guided by advice, things may 
t« yet ameliorated. God grant it! for really these misfortunes come 
im close upon each other. 

A letter from Croker of a very friendly tone and tenor, which I 
wiil answer accordingly, not failing, however, to let him know that 
if 1 du not reply it is not for fear of his arguments or raillery, 
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far less from diffidence in my cause. I liope and trust it will do 
good.' 

Maxpopple - and two of his boys arrived to take part of my poor 
dinnei% I fear the little fellows had little more than the needful, but 
they had all I had to give them. 

I wrote a good deal to-day notwithstanding hea^^y thoughts. 

March 20. — Despatched proofs and copy this morning; and 
Swaiiston, the carpenter, coming in, I made a sort of busy idle day 
of it with altering and hanging pictures and prints, to find room for 
tliose which came from Edinburgh, and by dint of being on foot from 
ten to near five, put all things into apple-pie order. What strange 
beings we are ! The serious duties I have on hand cannot divert my 
mind from the most melancholy thoughts; and yet the talking with 
these workmen, and the trifling occupation which they give me, serves 
to dissipate my attention. The truth is, I fancy that a body under 
the impulse of violent motion cannot be stopped or forced back, but 
may indirectly be urged into a different channel. In the evening I 
read, and sent off my Sheriff-Court processes. 

I have a sort of grudging to give reasons wdiy MalacM does not 
reply to the answers which have been sent forth. I don’t know — I 
am strongly tempted — but I won’t. To drop the tone might seem 
mean, and perhaps to maintain it would only exasperate the quarrel, 
without producing any beneficial results, and might be considered as 
a fresh insult by my alienated friends, so on the whole I won’t. 

The thing has certainly had more effect than it deserves ; and I 
suspect my Ministerial friends, if they love me less, will not hold me 
cheaper for the fight I have made. I am far from saying oderint dmn 
etnerint^ but there is a great difference betwixt that and being a mere 
protege, a poor broken-down man, who w’as to be assisted when ex- 
isting circumstances, that most convenient of all apologies and hap- 
piest of all phrases, would permit. 

March 21. — Perused an attack on myself, done with as much abili- 
ty as truth, by no less a man than Joseph Hume, the night-work man 
of the House of Commons, who lives upon petty abuses, and is a very 
useful man by so doing. He has had tlie kinclness to say that I am 
interested in keeping up the taxes ; I wish I had anything else to do 
with them than to pay them. But he lies, and is an ass, and not 
worth a man’s thinking about. Josepli Hume, indeed! — I say Josepli 
Hum, — and could add a Swiftian ihyine, but forbear. 

Busy in unpacking and repacking. I wrote five pages of Waod- 
wdiich work begins 

“ To appropinque an end.” * 

Marcli 22. — A. letter from Lord Downshire’s man <>f business 

1 Both letters are quoted in Lockhart’s Life, - W. Scott, aricrwunU of Raeburn, Sir 
vol. viii. pp. 299-305. See also CroJeer's Corre- Walter’.s Sheriff .substitute. 
spondence and Dianes, edited by Louis J. Jen- 
nings, 3 vols. Svo, Lond. 1SS4, vol. i. pp. 315-319. ^ Hiulibras.— j. a. l. 
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about funds supposed to belong to my wife, or to tbe estate of my 
late brotker-in-law. The possessor of the secret wants some reward. 
If any is granted, it should be a percentage on the net sum received, 
with the condition no cure-no pay. I expect Lady S., and from 
Anne^s last letter hope to find her better than the first anticipation 

led me to dread. , . i i taxi i • x i 

Sent off proofs and copy, and shall indulge a little leisure to-day 

to collect my ideas and stretch my limbs. I am again far before the 

23.— Lady Scott arrived yesterday to dinner. She was 
better than I expected, but Anne, poor soul, looked very poorly, and 
had l)een much worried with the fatigue and discomfort of the last 
week. Lady S. takes the digitalis, and, as she thinks, with advan- 
bige, though the medicine makes her very sick. Yet, on the whole, 
things are'better than my gloomy apprehensions had anticipated. 

I wrote to Lockhart and to Lord Downshire’s Agent,— G. Hand- 
ley, Esq., Fentonville, London. 

Took a good brushing walk, but not till I had done a good task. 

March 24.— Sent off copy, proofs, etc. J. B. clamorous for a 
motto. 

It is foolish to encourage people to expect mottoes and such-like 
(leeoraments. You have no credit for success in finding them, and 
there is a disgrace in wanting them. It is like being in the habit of 
silowing feats of strength, which you at length gain praise by accom- 
plishing, wdiile some shame occurs in failure. 

March 25. — The end winds out well enough. I have almost fin- 
ished to-night ; indeed I might have done so had I been inclined, but 
1 had a walk in a hurricane of snow for two hours and feel a little 
tired. Miss Margaret Ferguson came to dinner with us.^ 

March 20. — Here is a disagreeable morning, snowing and hailing, 
with gleams of bright sunshine between, and all the ground white, 
and all the air frozen. I don’t like this jumbling of weather. It is 
iiiigenial, and gives chilblains. Besides, with its whiteness, and its 
eohliiess, and its glister, and its discomfort, it resembles that most 
disagreeable of all things, a vain, cold, empty, beautiful woman, who 
has iifitlier mind nor heart, but only features like a doll. I do not 
kiJTW what is so like this disagreeable day, wdien the sun is so bright, 
and \'et su miinfiiieiitial, that 

“One may gaze upon its beams 
Till he is starved with cold.” 


Xo matter, it will serve as well as another day to finish WoodstocJr. 
u alked uiit to the lake, and coquetted with this disagreeable weather, 


‘ ^Le t rS;r W-aUer's kiudly “iceird sisters” 
aL 1 Ls' jr?'. d.auRhtors nf IWessor Fergu- 
• • a 1 U y h:i,] . the house at Toftfield 

tt .it ti;e Imiies,' re»iue£t bestowed 
1 ,. i f H Hnriiii from the spring of 


1818. Miss Margaret has been described as ex- 
tremely like her brother Sir Adam in the turn 
of thought and of humour.— See Life, vol. vi. 
p.32i>. ’ 
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wliereLy I catcli cliilblains in my fingers and cold in my bead. Fed 
the swans. 

Finished Woodstock^ however, cum tota sequela of title-page, intro- 
duction, etc., and so, as Dame Fortune says in Quevedo^ 

“ Go wheel, and may the devil drive thee.” ^ 

March 27. — Another bright cold day. I answered two modest 
requests from widow ladies. One, whom I had already assisted in 
some law business, on the footing of her having visited my mother, 
requested me to write to Mr. Peel, saying, on her authority, that her 
second son, a youth of infinite merit and accomplishment, was fit for 
any situation in a public office, and that I requested he might be pro- 
vided accordingly. Another widowed dame, whose claim is having 
read Marmion and the Ladij of the Lahe^ besides a promise to read all 
my other works — Gad, it is a rash engagement ! — demands that I shall 
either pay £200 to get her cub into some place or other, or settle him 
in a seminary of education. Really this is very much after the fash- 
ion of the husbandman of Miguel Turra’s requests of Sancho when 
Governor.^ “ Have you anything else to ask, honest man quoth 
Sancho. But what are the demands of an honest man to those of an 
honest woman, and she a wddow to boot? I do believe your desti- 
tute widow, especially if she hath a charge of children, and one 
or two fit for patronage, is one of the most impudent animals liv- 
ing. 

"Went to Galashiels and settled the dispute about Sandie’s wall. 

March 28. — We have now been in solitude for some time — ^myself 
nearly totally so, excepting at meals, or on a call as yesterday from 
Henry and William Scott of Harden, One is tempted to ask himself, 
knocking at the door of his own heart. Do you love this extreme lone- 
liness ? I can answer conscientiously, I do. The love of solitude was 
with me a passion of early youth ; when in my teens, I used to fly 
from company to indulge in visions and airy castles of my own, the 
disposal of ideal wealth, and the exercise of imaginary power. This 
feeling prevailed even till I was eighteen, when Jove and ambition 
awakening with other passions tlirew me more into society, from 
which I have, however, at times withdrawn myself, and have been 
always even glad to do so. I liave risen from a feast satiated ; and 
unless it be one or two persons of very strong intellect, or whose 
spirits and good-humour amuse me, 1 wish neither to see the high, 
the low, nor the middling class of society. This is a feeling without 
the least tinge of misanthropy, which I always consider as a kind of 
blasphemy of a shocking description. If God^bears with the very 
worst of us, we may surely endure each other. If thrown into socie- 
ty, I always have, and always will endeavour to bring pleasure with 

1 Fortune in her and the Ilnur of all 2 jJon Quixote. Pt. ii. cap. 47. 

jI/t«,Quevedo’s Works, Kdiii. 179S, vol. iii. p. 107. 
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me at least to show willingness to please. But for all this I had 
ntiier live alone ” and I wish my appointment, so convenient other- 
wise, did not require my going to Edinburgh. But this must be, and 

ill mV little lodging I will be lonely enough. . ^ ^ 

Uad a very kind letter from Croker^ disowning the least idea of 
pereuna! attack in his answer to MalacM. 

Reading at intervals a novel called Granby ; one of that very diffi- 
cult class which aspires to describe the actual current of society, 
whose colours are so evanescent that it is difficult to fix them on the 
canvas. It is well written, but over-laboured — too much attempt to 
put the reader exactly up to the thoughts and sentiments of the par- 
ties. The women do this better: Edgeworth, Ferrier, Austen have all 
hid their portraits of real society, far superior to anything man, vain 
man, has produced of the like nature.^ 

March 29. — Worked in the morning. Had two visits from Colo- 
nels Russell and Ferguson. Walked from one till half-past four. A 
tine, fiashy, disagreeable day ; snow-clouds sweeping past among sun- 
shine, driving down the valley, and whitening the country behind 
them. 

Mr. Gibson came suddenly in after dinner. Brought very indiffier- 
ent news from Constable’s house. It is not now hoped that they will 
pay above three or four shillings in the pound. Bobinsoii supposed 
not to be much better. 

Mr. G. goes to London immediately, and is to sell Woodstock to 
Rcddiison if he can, otherwise to those who will, John Murray, etc. 
This work may fail, perhaps, though better than some of its prede- 
cessors. If so, we must try some new manner. 1 think I could catch 
the dogs yet. 

A beautiful and perfect lunar rainbow to-night. 

March 30. — Mr. Gibson looks unwell, and complains of cold — bit- 
ter had weather for his travelling, and he looks but frail. 

These indifferent nevrs he brought me affect me hut to a little de- 
gree. It is being too confident to hope to ensure success in the long 
series of successive struggles which lie before me. But somehow, I 
tlu fully entertain the hop'e of doino- a ^ood deal 

3/d/-c/i31.— ^ ^ 

“ He walked and wrote poor soul, what then ? 

Why then, he wrote and walked again.” 

i!ut I am Ltgau Xap. Bon. again, wliicli is always a cliange, because 
It gives a goud deal of reading and research, whereas Woodstock and 
Mie.i hKe, hemg extempore from my mother-wit, is a sort of spinning 
i-f tae hrams, of whKh a man tires. The weather seems milder to- 


-yx/ wr.tti-n by a yuung man, Thoa. 

“ .V' ii^iTwariis known as ihe 
r _ Adminiitratioji of ihe 


First Earl of Clarendon, 3 vols. Svo, 1837-38, 
Mr. Lister died in liis -ilst year iu 
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April 1. — Ex lino die disce omnes. Eose at seven or sooner, stud- 
ied, and wrote till breakfast with Anne, about a quarter before ten.' 
Lady Scott seldom able to rise till twelve or one. Then I write or 
study again till one. At that hour to-day I drove to Hiintly Burn, 
and walked home by one of the hundred and one pleasing paths which 
I have made through the woods I have planted — now chatting with 
Tom Purdie, who carries my plaid, and speaks when he pleases, tell- 
ing long stories of hits and misses in shooting twenty years back — 
sometimes chewing the cud of sweet and bitter fancy — and sometimes 
attending to the humours of two curious little terriers of the Dandie 
Dinmont breed, together wdth a noble wolf-hound puppy -which Glen- 
garry has given me to replace Maida. This brings me down to the 
very moment I do tell — the rest is prophetic. I will feel sleepy when 
this book is locked, and perhaps sleep until Dalgleish brings the din- 
ner summons. Then I will have a chat with Lady S. and Anne; 
some broth or soup, a slice of plain meat — and man’s chief business, 
in Br. Johnson’s estimation, is briefly despatched. Half an hour with 
my family, and half an hour’s coquetting with a cigar, a tumbler of 
weak whisky and water, and a novel perhaps, lead on to tea, which 
sometimes consumes another half hour of chat ; then write and read 
in my own room till ten o’clock at night;. a little bread and then a 
glass of porter, and to bed. 

And this, very rarely varied by a visit from some one, is the tenor 
of my daily life — and a very pleasant one indeed, w'ere it not for ap- 
prehensions about Lady S. and poor Johnnie Hugh. The former will, 
1 think, do well — for the latter — I fear — I fear — 

April 2. — I am in a wayward mood this morning. I received 
yesterday the last proof-sheets of Woodstocl', and I ought to correct 
them. Now, this oupht sounds as like as possible to 'uiast^ and onast 
I cannot abide. I wmuld go to Prester John’s country of free good- 
will, sooner than I wmiikl 7nust it to Edinburgh. Yet this is all folly, 
and silly folly too ; and so niust shall he for once obeyed after I 
have thus written myself out of my aversion to its peremptory sound. 
Corrected the said proofs till tw^elve o’clock — when I think I will 
treat resolution, not to a dram, as the drunken fellow said after he 
liad passed the dram-shop, but to a walk, tlie rather that my eyesight 
is somewhat uncertain and wavering. I think it must be from the 
stomach. The whole page waltzes before my eyes. J. B. writes 
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gloomily about Woodstock:, but commends tbe conclusion. I think 
he is right. Besides, my manner is nearly caught, and, like Captain 
Bobadil/ I have taught nearly a hundred gentlemen to fence very 
nearly, if not altogether, as well as myself. I will strike out some- 
thing new. ^ 

April 3.— I have from Ballantyne and Gibson the extraordinary 
and gratifying news that Woodstock is sold for £8228 in all, ready 
money— a matchless sum for less than three months’ work."* ^ If Na- 
poleon does as well, or near it, it will put the trust affairs in high 
loiirish. Four or five years of leisure and industry would, with [such] 
success, amply replace my losses, and put me on a steadier footing 
than ever. I have a curious fancy : I will go set two or three acorns, 
and judge by their success in growing whether I will succeed in clear* 
iiig my way or not. I have a little toothache keeps me from working 
much to-day, besides I sent off, per Blucher, copy for Napoleon, as 
well as the d d proofs. 

A blank forenoon I But how could I help it. Madam Duty ? I 
was not lazy ; on my soul I was not. I did not cry for half holiday 
for the sale of Woodstock. Butin came Colonel Ferguson with Mrs. 
Stewart of Blackhill, or hall, or something, and I must show her the 
garden, pictures, etc. This lasts till one ; and just as they are at 
their lunch, and about to go off, guard is relieved by the Laird and 
Lady Harden, and Miss Eliza Scott — and my dear Chief, whom I love 
very much, though a little obsidional or so, remains till three. That 
same crown, composed of the grass which grew on the walls of be- 
sieged places, should be offered to visitors who stay above an hour in 
any eidenff person’s house. Wrote letters this evening. 

April 4. — Wrote two pages in the morning. Then went to Ashe- 
stiei ill the sociable, with Colonel Ferguson. Found my cousin Rus- 
sell settled kindly to his gardening, and his projects. ''He seems to 
have brought home with him the enviable talent of being inter- 
ested and happy in his own place. Ashestiel looks worst, I think, at 
this period of the year; but is a beautiful place in summer, where I 
passed nine happy years. Did I ever pass unhappy years anywhere ? 
None that I remember, save those at the High School, which I thor- 
oughly detested on account of the confinement. I disliked serving 
Hi my father’s office, too, from the same hatred to restraint. In 
otlRU’ rc-spects, I have had unhappy days— unhappy weeks — even, on 
one or two occasions, unhappy months; but Fortune’s finger lias 


_ I am sorry to sec the Peel-wood, and other natural coppice, deca 
iiig ami ahndgod about Ashestiel— 


^ Humour, 

« ILi n WiU underntnna tlwt the Novel 
■a..- ufjuUiesBiiiiautVQe&Co.'s 


creditors, and that this sum includes tlie cost 
oi^inntmg the first edition us well as paper. — 

Eident, I e. eagerly diligent.— j. g. l. 
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“The horrid plough has razed the green, 

Where once my children play’d ; 

The axe has fell’d the hawthorn screen, 

The schoolboys’ summer shade.” ^ 

There -was a very romantic pasturage called the Cow-park, which I 
was particularly attached to, from its wild and sequestered character. 
Having been part of an old wood which had been cut down, it was 
full of copse — hazel, and oak, and all sorts of young trees, irregularly 
scattered over fine pasturage, and affording a hundred intricacies so 
delicious to the eye and the imagination. But some misjudging friend 
had cut down and cleared away without mercy, and divided the va- 
ried and sylvan scene, which was divided by a little rivulet, into the 
two most formal things in nature — a thriving plantation, many-angled 
as usual, and a park laid down in grass ; wanting therefore the rich 
graminivorous variety which Nature gives its carpet, and having in- 
stead a braird of six days’ growth — lean and hungry growth too — of 
ryegrass and clover. As for the rill, it stagnates in a deep square 
ditch, wdiich silences its prattle, and restrains its meanders with a wit- 
ness. The original scene was, of course, imprinted still deeper on 
Russell’s mind than mine, and I was glad to see he was intensely 
sorry for the change. 

April 5. — Rose late in the morning, past eight, to give the cold 
and toothache time to make themselves scarce, which they have 
obligingly done. Yesterday every tooth on the right side of my head 
was absolutely waltzing. I would have drawn by the half dozen, but 
country dentists are not to be lippened to.^ To-day all is quiet, but 
a little swelling and stiffness in the jaw. Went to Chiefs wood at 
one, and marked with regret forty trees indispensably necessary for 
paling — much like drawing a tooth ; they are wanted and will never 
be better, but I am avaricious of grown trees, having so few. 

Y orked a fair task; dined, and read Clappcrton’s journey and 
Denham’s into Eornou. Very entertaining, and less botheration 
about mineralogy, botany, and so forth, than usual. Pity Africa 
picks up so many brave men, however. AVork in the evening. 

April 0. — AVrotc in the morning. AAhnt at one to lluntly Burn, 
wlierc I had the great pleasure to hear, through a letter from Sir 
Adam, tliat Sophia was in health, and Johnnie gaining strength. It 
is a fine exchange from deep and aching uncertainty on so interesting 
a subject, to the little spitfire feeling of “ AAhll, but they might have 
taken the trouble to write ” ; but so wretched a con'cspondent as my- 
self has not much to say, so I will just grumble sullicicntly to main- 
tain the patriarchal dignity. 

I returned in time to work, and to receive a shoal of things from 
J. B. Among others, a letter from an Irish lady, who, for tlm hidux 
yeux, which 1 shall never look upon, desires I will forthwith send her 


These lines slightly altered from Logan.— j. o. l. 


2 Lippened, i.c. relied upon.— j. o. l. 
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all the Waverley Novels, which are published, with an order to fur- 
nish her with all others in course as they appear, which she assures 
me will be an era in her life. She may find out some other epocha. 

7, Made out my morning’s task ; at one drove to Chief s- 

wood, and walked home by the Rhymer’s Glen, Mar’s Lee, and Hax- 
elhCleugh. Took me three hours. The heath gets somewhat heav- 
ier for me every year — but never mind, I like it altogether as well as 
the day I could tread it best. My plantations are getting all into 
green leaf, especially the larches, if theirs may be called leaves, which 
are only a sort of hair, and from the number of birds drawn to these 
wastes* I may congratulate myself on having literally made the des- 
ert to sing. As I returned, there was, in the phraseology of that most 
precise of prigs in a white collarless coat and chapeau has, Mister 
Commissary Ramsay — ‘‘a rather dense inspissation of rain.” Beil 
care. 

“ Lord, who would live turmoiled in the Court, 

That might enjoy such quiet walks as these ^ 

Yet misfortune comes our way too. Poor Laidlaw lost a fine 
prattling child of five years old yesterday. 

It is odd enough — Iden, the Kentish Esquire, has just made the 
ejaculation which I adopted in the last page, when he kills Cade, and 
posts away up to Court to get the price set upon his head. Here is 
a letter come from Lockhart, full of Court news, and all sort of news, 
— best is his wife is well, and thinks the child gains in health. 

Lockhart erroneously supposes that I think of applying to Min- 
isters about Charles, and that notwithstanding Croker’s terms of paci- 
iication I should find Malachi stick in my way. I would not make 
such an application for millions ; I think if I were to ask patronage 
it would [not] be through them, for some time at least, and I might 
have better access.’* 

April 8. — AVe expect a raid of folks to visit us this morning, 
whom we must have dined before our misfortunes. Save time, wine, 
arid money, these misfortunes — and so far are convenient things. 
Lesides.^ there is a dignity about them when they come only like the 
gout in its mildest shape, to authorise diet and retirement, the niglit- 
gow n and the velvet shoe ; when the one comes to chalkstones, and 
the other to prison, though, there would be the devil. Or compare 
the effects of Sieur Gout and absolute poverty upon the stomach — 
ilic necessity of a bottle of laudanum in the one case, the want of a 
morsel «jf meat in tlie other. 

Laidlaw s infant, wdiich died on Wednesday, is buried to-day. 
1 lie people coming to visit prevent my going, and I am glad of it. I 
late uneraL always did. There is such a mixture of mummery 

tir ‘ ^ slightly interest, as you might have known, lies Wind- 

* la a .filer of the same day he says “ily ^ ^ 
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with real grief — the actual mourner perhaps heart-broken, and all the 
rest making solemn faces, and whispering observations on the weather 
and public news, and here and there a greedy fellow enjoying the 
cake and wine. To me it is a farce full of most tragical mirth, and X 
am not sqrry (like Provost Coulter') but glad that I shall not see my 
own. This is a most unfilial tendency of mine, for my father abso- 
lutely loved- a funeral; and as he was a man of a fine presence, and 
looked the mourner well, he was asked to every interment of distinc- 
tion. He seemed to preserve the list of a whole bead-roll of cousins, 
merely for the pleasure of being at their funerals, which he was often 
asked to superintend, and I suspect had sometimes to pay for. lie 
carried me with him as often as he could to these mortuary cere- 
monies ; but feeling I w’as not, like him, either useful or ornamental, 
I escaped as often as I could. 

I saw the poor child’s funeral from a distance. Ah, that Dis- 
tance ! AThat a magician for conjuring up scenes of joy or sorrow, 
smoothing all asperities, reconciling all incongruities, veiling all ab- 
surdness, softening every coarseness, doubling every e:ffect by the in- 
fluence of the imagination. A Scottish w^edding should be seen at a 
distance ; the gay band of the dancers just distinguished amid the el- 
derly group of the spectators, — the glass held high, and the distant 
cheers as it is swallowed, should be only a sketch, not a finished 
Dutch picture, when it becomes brutal and boorish. Scotch psal- 
mody, too, should be heard from a distance. The grunt and the 
snuffle, and the whine and the scream, should be all blended in that 
deep and distant sound, which, rising and falling like the Eolian harp, 
may have some title to be called the praise of our Maker. Even so 
the distant funeral : the few mourners on horseback, with their plaids 
wrapped around them — the father heading the procession as they en- 
ter the river, and pointing out the ford by which his darling is to be 
carried on the last long road — not one of the subordinate figures in 
discord with the general tone of the incident — seeming just accesso- 
ries, and no more — this is aft’ecting. 

April 9. — I worked at correcting proofs in the morning, and, 
what is harder, at correcting manuscript, which fags me excessive]}^ 
I was dead sick of it by two o’clock, the rather as my hand, O revered 
“ Giirnal,” be it said between ourselves, gets daily worse. 

Jjockliart’s Bevieiv.^ Don’t like his article on kSheridan’s life. 
There is no breadth in it, no general views, the whole flung away in 
smart but party criticism. How, no man can take more general and 
liberal views of literature than J. G. L. But he lets himself too easily 
into that advocatism of style, which is that of a pleader, not a judge 


1 William Coulter, Lord Provost of Edin- 
burgh, died in otfico, April, 1810, and was said 
to have been greatly consoled on his deathbed 
by the prospect of so grand a funeral as must 
needs occur in his case. — Scott used to take him 


tlemen, though doomed to the trade of a stoc.k- 
ing-weavcr, I was born with the soul of a Shceji- 
io ” (Scipio). 


2 Quarterly Reviero, No. 66: Lockhart’s re- 
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or a critic, and is particularly unsatisfactory to the reader. Lieut.- 
CoL Ferffuson dined here. 

April 10.— Sent off proofs and copy galore before breakfast, and 
mi«4it be able to give idleness -a day if I liked. But it is as well 
reading for JBoneij as for anything else, and I have a humou^' to make 
my amusement useful. Then the day is changeable, with gusts of 
wind, and I believe a start to the garden will be my best out-of- 
doors exercise. No thorough hill-expedition in this gusty weather. 

April 11.— "Wrought out my task, although I have been much af- 
fected this morning by the Morbus, as I call it. Aching pain in the 
lack, rendering one posture intolerable, fluttering of the heart, idle 
fears, gloomy thoughts and anxieties, which if not unfounded are at 
least bootless. I have been out once or twice, but am driven in by 
the rain. Mercy on us, what poor devils we are ! I shook this affec- 
tion off, however. Mr. Scrope and Col. Ferguson came to dinner, and 
we twaddled away the evening well enough. 

April 12. — I have finished my task this morning at half-past 
eleven — easily and early — and, I think, not amiss. I hope J. B. will 
make some great points of admiration ! 1 1 — otherwise I will be disap- 
pointed. If this work answers — if it hut answers, it must set us on 
our legs ; I am sure worse trumpery of mine has had a great run. 
Weil, I will console myself and do my best ! But fashion changes, 
and I am getting old, and may become unpopular, but it is time to 
cry out when I am hurt. I remember with what great difficulty 1 
was brought to think myself something better than common,^ — and 


» It is to read what James Bal- 

laiitj’iie has recorded on this subject — “Sir 
Walter at all times laboured under the stran- 
ge?! delusion as to the merits of his own works. 
On this score he was not only inaccessible to 
compliments, but even insensible to the truth; 
in fai’t, at all times, he hated to talk of any of 
hiS productions; as, for instance, he greatly 
preferred Mrs. Shelley’s Frankenstein to any 
of hi.? own nnnances. I remember one day, 
u hen Hr, Erskinc and I were dining with him! 
» iUier immediately before or immediately after 
tiip pabUrat ion of one of the best of the latter, 
and were giving it the high praise we thought 
It served, he asked us abruptly whether we 
hari re.id Frankenstein. We answered that we 
had net ‘Ah,’ he said, ‘have patience, read 
Frankensidn, and you will be better able to 

j i ige <.r You will easily judge of the 

di.s,ippo:u{nient thus prepared for us. When 
I vfTitiireil. as I sometimes did, to press him 
t li the .«roro of the reputation he had gained, 
iic merely .asked, as if he determined to be 
d Be wdh the discussion, ‘Why, what is the 
val ;e of a reputation which probably will not 
la.n a>«ve one or two generations?' One morn- 
’ I nTollect, I went into his librarv, shortly 
un r the pnhiication of the Lady of the Lake. 
atu finding Miss Scott there, who was then a 
y.ry pving girl I asked her, ‘Well, Miss So- 
* 

J -a 4h..'h everyl^Hly is .so much enchanted?’ 
iivr with affecting simplicity. ‘Oh. 


I have not read it. Papa says there ’s nothing 
so bad for young girls as reading bad poetry.’ 
Yet he could not be said to be hostile to com- 
pliments in the abstract— nothing was so easy 
as to flatter him about a farm or a field, and 
his manner on such an occasion plainly showed 
that he was really open to such a compliment, 
and liked it. In fact, I can recall only one in- 
stance in which he was fairly cheated into 
pleasure by a tribute paid to his literary merit, 
and it was a striking one. Somewhere betwixt 
two and three years ago I was dining at the 
Ecv. Dr. Brunton’s, with a large and accom- 
plished party, of whom Dr. Chalmers was one. 
The conversation turned upon Sir Walter Scott’s 
romances generally, and the course of it led mo 
very shortly afterwards to call on Sir Walter, 
and address him as follows— I knew the task 
was a bold one, but I thought I saw that I 
should get well through it— ‘ Well, Sir Walter,’ 
I said, ‘I was dining yesterday, where your 
works became the subject of very copious cou- 
versation.’ His countenance immediately be- 
came overcast— and his answ'cr was, ‘Well, I 
think I must say your party might have been 
better employed.’ ‘I knew it would be your 
answer,’— the conversation continued,— ‘ nor 
would I have mentioned it, but that Dr. Chal- 
mers was present, and was by far the most 
decided in his expressions of pleasure and ad- 
miration of any of the party.’ This instantly 
roused him to the most vivid animation. ‘ Dr. 
Chalmers?’ he repeated; ‘that throw's new 
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now I will not in mere faintness of heart give up good hopes. So 
Fortune protect the bold. I have finished the whole introdiictorv 
sketch of the Revolution — too long for an introduction. But I think 
I may now go to my solitary walk. 

April 13. — On my return from my walk yesterday I learnt with 
great concern the death of my old friend, Sir Alexander Don. He 
cannot have been above six- or seven -and -forty. ^Yithollt being 
much together, we had, considering our different habits, lived in much 
friendship, and I sincerely regret his death. His habits were those 
of a gay man, much connected with the turf ; but he possessed strong 
natural parts, and in particular few men could speak better in public 
when he chose. He had tact, wit, power of sarcasm, and that inde- 
scribable something which marks the gentleman. His manners in 
society were extremely pleasing, and as he had a taste for literature 
and the fine arts, there were few more pleasant companions, besides 
being a highly-spirited, steady, and honourable man. His indolence 
prevented his turning these good parts towards acquiring the distinc- 
tion he might have attained. He was among the deteyius whom Bo- 
naparte’s iniquitous commands confined so long in France ; ^ and com- 
ing there into possession of a large estate in right of his mother, the 
heiress of the Glencairn family, he had the means of being very ex- 
pensive, and probably then acquired those gay habits which rendered 
him averse to serious business. Being our member for Roxburgh- 
shire, his death will make a stir amongst us. I prophesy Harden^ 
will be here to talk about starting his son Henry. 

Accordingly the Laird and Lady called. I exhorted him to write 
to Lord Montagu^ instantly. I do not see what they can do better, 
and unless some pickthank intervene to insinuate certain irritating 
suspicions, I suppose Lord M. will make no objection. There can be 
no objection to Henry Scott for birth, fortune, or political principle ; 
and I do not see where we could get a better representative. 

April 14. — Wrote to Lord M. last night. I hope they wdll keep 
the peace in the county. I am sure it would be to me a most dis- 
tressing thing if Buccleuch and Harden were, to pull different ways, 
being so intimate with both families. 

I did not write much yesterday, not above two pages and a half. 
I have begun Boney^ though, and dest toujour s quelque chose. This 
morning I sent off proofs and manuscript. Had a letter from the 
famous Denis Davidoff, the Black Captain, whose abilities as a parti- 


light on the subject — to have produced any 
effect upon the mind of such a man as Dr. 
Chalmers is indeed something to be proud of. 
Dr. Chalmers is a man of the truest genius. I 
will thank you to repeat all you can recollect 
that he said on the subject.’ I did so accord- 


of Ardkinglas’ Memoirs, 2 vols. Svo, London, 
1832, vol. ii. chaps. 7 and 8. 

2 Hugh Scott of Harden, afterwards (in 1S35) 
Lord Polwarth— succeeded by his son Henry, 
in 1811- 



114 


JOUENAL 


[April 


san were so much distinguished during the retreat from Moscow. If I 
can but wheedle him out of a few anecdotes, it would be a great haul. 

A kind letter from Colin Mack:[enzie] ; he thinks the Ministry 
will not push the measure against Scotland. I fear they will ; there 
is usually an obstinacy in weakness. But I will think no more about 
it Time draws on. I have been here a month. Another month 
carries me to be a hermit in the city instead of the country. I could 
scarce think I had been here a week. I wish I was able, even at 
great loss, to retire from Edinburgh entirely. Here is no bile, no 
visits, no routine, and yet on the whole, things are as well perhaps as 
they are. 

April 15 . — Received last night letters from Sir John Scott Doug- 
las, and from that daintiest of Dandies, Sir William Elliot of Stobs, 
canvassing for the county. Young Harry’s^ the lad for me. But 
will he be the lad for Lord Montagu ? — there is the point. I should 
have given him a hint to attend to Edgerston. Perhaps being at 
Minto, and not there, may give offence, and a bad report from that 
quarter would play the devil. It is rather too late to go down and 
tell them this, and, to say truth, I don’t like the air of making myself 
busy in the matter. 

Poor Sir Alexander Don died of a disease in the heart ; the body 
was opened, which was very right. Odd enough, too, to have a man, 
probably a friend two days before, slashing at one’s heart as if it 
were a bullock’s. I had a letter yesterday from John Gibson. The 
House of Longman and Co. guarantee the sale [of WoodstocJc] to 
Hurst, and take the work, if Hurst and Robinson (as is to be feared) 
can make ho play. 

Also I made up what was due of my task both for 13 th and 14 th. 
So hey for a Swiftianism — 


“I loll in my chair, 

And around me I stare 
With a critical air, 

Like a calf at a fair; 

And, say I, Mrs. Duty, 
Good-morrow to your beauty, 
I kiss your sweet shoe-tie, 
And hope I can suit ye.” 


Fair words butter no parenips, says Duty ; don’t keep talking 
then, but get to your work again. Here is a day’s task before you 
-the siege of Toulon. Call you that a task ? d— me, I ’ll write it as 

last as Bonep earned it on. 

I '^rote a little this 

far bebiad^”* forenoon I must write letters, a task in wkicb I am 

“Heaven sure sent letters for some wretch’s plague.”* 

■ Ecaiy Scott, aUerwarts Lord Polwartli. KigltUy altered from Pope’s EloUo. to Abo- 
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Lady Scott seems to make no way, yet can scarce be said to lose 
any. She suffers much occasionally, especially during the night. 
Sleeps a great deal when at ease ; all symptoms announce -water upon 
the chest. A sad prospect. 

In the evening a despatch from Lord Melville, written with all the 
familiarity of former times, desiring me to ride down and press Mr. 
Scott of Harden to let Henry stand, and this in Lord Montagu’s 
name as well as his own, so that the two propositions cross each 
other on the road, and Henry is as much desired by the Buccleuch 
interest as he desires their support. 

Jedburgh^ April 17 . — Came over to Jedburgh this morning, to 
breakfast with my good old friend Mr. Shortreed, and had my usual 
warm reception. Lord Gillies held the Circuit Court, and there was 
no criminal trial for any offence whatsoever. I have attended these 
circuits with tolerable regularity since 1792, and though there is sel- 
dom much of importance to be done, yet I never remember before 
the Porteous rolP being quite blank. The judge was presented with 
a pair of white gloves, in consideration of its being a maiden circuit. 
Harden came over and talked about his son’s preferment, naturally 
much pleased. 

Received £100 from John Lockhart, for review of Pepys;^ but 
this is by far too much ; £50 is plenty. Still I must impeticos the 
gratility for the present,^ — for Whitsunday will find me only with £300 
in hand, unless Blackwood settles a few scores of pounds for JfalacAi. 

"Wrote a great many letters. Dined with the Judge, where I met 
the disappointed candidate. Sir John Scott Douglas, who took my ex- 
cuse like a gentleman. Sir William Elliot, on the other band, was, 
being a fine man, very much out of sorts, that ha\dng got his own con- 
sent, he could not get that of the county. He showed none of this, 
however, to. me. 

April IS . — This morning I go down to Kelso from Jedburgh to 
poor Don’s funeral. It is, I suppose, forty years since I saw him 
first. I was staying at Sydenham, a lad of fourteen, or by 'r Lady 
some sixteen ; and he, a boy of six or seven, was brought to visit me 
on a pony, a groom holding the leading rein — and now, I, an old grey 
man, am going to lay him in his grave. Sad work. I detest funerals ; 
there is always a want of consistency ; it is a tragedy played by 
strolling performers, wTiq are more likely to make you laugh than 
cry. No chance of my being made to laugh to-day. The very road 
I go is a road of grave recollections. Must write to Charles serious- 
ly on the choice of his profession, and I wull do it now. 


1 The Catalogue of Criminals brought before 
the Circuit Courts at one time was termed in 
Scotland the Portuous Roll. The name appears 
to have been derived from the practice in early 
times of delivering to the judges lists of Crim- 
inals for Trials m jPortu, or in the gateway as 
they entered the various towns on their circuit 
ayres. — Chambers's Boo/c of Scotland^ p. 310. 


Jamieson suggests that the word may have 
come from “ Porieous" as originally applied to 
a Breviary, or portable boo'ic of prayers, which 
might easily be transferred to a portable roil 
of indictments. 

2 Quarterly Revieic, No. 66. Pepys' Diary. 

2 Twelfth Xight, Act il Sc. 3. 
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\AhhoUford^ April 19.— Returned last night from the house of 
death and* mourning to my own, now the habitation of sickness and 
anxious apprehension. Found Lady S. had tried the foxglove in 
Quantity, till it made her so sick she was forced to desist. The re- 
sult cannot yet be judged. Wrote to Mrs. Thomas Scott to beg her 
to let her daughter Anne, an uncommonly, sensible, steady, and sweet- 
tempered girl, come and stay with us a season in our distress, who I 
trust will come forthwith. 

Two melancholy things. Last night I left my pallet in our fam- 
ily apartment, to make way for a female attendant, and removed to a 
dressing-room adjoining, when to return, or whether ever, God only 
can tell Also my servant cut my hair, which used to be poor Char- 
lotte's personal task. I hope she will not observe it. 

The funeral yesterday was very mournful; about fifty persons 
present, and all seemed affected. The domestics in particular were 
very much so. Sir Alexander was a kind, though an exact master. 
It was melancholy to see those apartments, where I have so often 
seen him play the graceful and kind landlord filled with those who 
were to carry him to his long home. 

There was very little talk of the election, at least till the funeral 
was over. 

April 20. — Lady Scott’s health in the same harassing state of un- 
certainty, yet on my side with more of hope than I had two days since. 

Another death ; Thomas Riddell, younger of Camiston, Sergeant- 
Major of the Edinburgh Troop in the sunny days of our yeomanry, 
and a very good fellow. 

The day vvas so tempting that I went out with Tom Purdie to cut 
some trees, the rather that my task was very well advanced. He led 
me into the wood, as the blind King of Bohemia was led by his four 
knights into the thick of the battle at Agincourt or Crecy/ and then, 
like the old King, I struck good strokes more than one,” which is 
manly exercise. 

April 21. — This day I entertained more flattering hopes of Lady 
Scott s liealth than late events permitted. I went down to Mertoun 
with Colonel Ferguson, who returned to dine here, which consumed 
time so mueli that I made a short day’s work. 

Had the grief to find Lady Scott had insisted on coming down- 
stairs and was the worse of it. Also a letter from Lockhart, giving 
a poor account of the infant. God help ns ! earth cannot. 

A'prd 'j'2. Lady Scott continues very poorly. Better news of 
the child, 

Mronglit a good deal to-day, rather correcting sheets and acquir- 
iiiii information than actually composing, which is the least toilsome 

of the three. 

J. G. L. kindly points out some solecisms in my stvle, as amid ” 

* Set Fro;sart s account of the Battle of Crecy, Bk. i. cap. 129. 
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for amidst,” scarce ” for scarcely.” “ ATliose,” lie says, is tlie 
proper genitive of which ” only at such times as which ” retains its 
quality of impersonification. AVell! I will try to remember all this, 
but after all I write grammar as I speak, to make my meaning known, 
and a solecism in point of composition, like a Scotch word in speak- 
ing, is indifferent to me. I never learned grammar; and not only 
Sir Hugh Evans but even Mrs. Quickly might puzzle me about Giney’s 
case and horuni harum horum.^ I believe the Bailiff in The Good- 
natured Man is not far wrong when he says, “ One man lias one 
way of expressing himself, and another another, and that is all the 
difference betw’-een them.”^ Went to Huntly Burn to-day and 
looked at the Colonel’s projected approach. I am sure if the kind 
heart can please himself he will please me. 

April 23. — A glorious day, bright and brilliant, and, I fancy, mild. 
Lady Scott is certainly better, and has promised not to attempt quit- 
ting her room. 

Henry Scott has been here, and his canvass cames on like a moor 
burning. 

April 24. — Good news from Brighton. Sophia is confined ; both 
she and her baby are doing wxdl, and the child’s name is announced 
to be Walter — a favourite name in our family, and I trust of no bad 
omen. Yet it is no charm for life. Of my fathers family I was the 
second Walter, if not the third. I am glad the name came my way, 
for it was borne by my father, great-grandfather, and great -great- 
grandfather ; also by the grandsire of that last-named venerable per- 
son who was the first laird of Raeburn. 

Hurst and Robinson, the Yorkshire tykes, have failed after all 
their swaggering, and Longman and Co. take Woodstoc'k. But if 
Woodstock and Mapoleon take with the public I shall care little about 
their insolvency, and if they do not, I don’t think their solvency 
would have lasted long. Constable is sorely broken down. 

*‘Poor fool and knave, I have one part in my heart 
That’s sorry yet for thee.’’^ 

His conduct has not been what I deserved at his hand, but, I believe 
that, walking blindfold himself, he misled me without malice pre- 
pense. It is best to think so at least, unless the contrary be demon- 
strated. To nourish angry passions against a man whom I really 
liked would be to lay a blister on my own heart. 

April 25. — Having fallen behind on the 2od, I wrought pretty 
hard yesterday ; but I had so much reading, and so many proofs to 
correct, that I did not get over the daily task, so am still a little be- 
hind, which I shall soon make up. I have got AYy;., d — n him, into 


1 Merry Wttjeis of Act iv. Sc. 1. 

2 See GolUsinitli's Comedy, Act ui. 


3 King Lear^ Act iii. Sc. 2. 
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Italy, where with bad eyes and obscure maps, I have a little difficulty 

in tracing out his victorious chess-play. 

Lady Scott was better yesterday, certainly better, and was sound 
asleep when I looked in this morning. Walked in the afternoon. I 
looked at a hooded crow building in the thicket with great pleasure. 
It is a shorter date than my neighbour Torwoodlee' thought of, when 
he told me, as I was bragging a little of my plantations, that it would 
he long ere crows built in them, 

April 26 .— Letters from Walter and Lochkarts; all well and do- 
ing well. Lady S. continues better, so the clouds are breaking up. I 
made a good day’s work yesterday, and sent off proofs, letters, and 
copy this morning ; so, if this fine day holds good, I will take a drive 


at one. 

There is an operation called putting to rights — bcottice, redding 
up-— which puts me into a fever. I always leave any attempt at it 
half executed, and so am worse off than before, and have only em- 
broiled the fray. Then my long back aches with stooping into the 
low drawers of" old cabinets, and my neck is strained with staring up 
to their attics. Then you are sure never to get the thing you want. 
I am certain they creep about and hide themselves. Tom Moore® 
gave us the insurrection of the papers. That was open war, but this 
is a system of privy plot and conspiracy, by which those you seek 
creep out of the way, and those you are not wanting perk themselves 
in your face again and again, until at last you throw them into some 
corner in a passion, and then they are the objects of research in their 
turn. 1 have read in a French Eastern tale of an enchanted person 
called L'komme qui cherche, a sort of Sir Guy the Seeker,” always 
employed in collecting the beads of a chaplet, which, by dint of gram- 
arye, always dispersed themselves when he was about to fix the last 
upon the string. It was an awful doom ; transmogrification into the 
Liidleyworm of Spindlestaneheugh® would have been a blessing in 
comparison. Now, the explanation of all this is, that I have been all 
this morning seeking a parcel of sticks of sealing wax which I brought 
from Edinburgh, and the ^^Weel Brandt and Vast houd^'^ has either 
melted without the agency of fire or barricaded itself within the 
drawers of some cabinet, which has declared itself in a state of insur- 
rection. A choice subject for a journal, but what better have I ? 

I did not finish my task to-day, nay, I only did one third of 
it. It is so difficult to consult the maps after candles are lighted, or 
to read the Moniteur, that I was obliged to adjourn. The task is 
three pages or leaves of my close writing per diem, which corresponds 


^ James Pringle, Convener of Selkirkshire 
for xmm than half a century. For an account 
bt ihe^Pringles of TorwcM3dlee, see Mr. Craig 
Bry#n‘s, Hiiiory of Selkirkshire, vol. i. pp. 459- 

3 ''rielnmrredim of the Papers— a Dream.'' 
The. Tmpamy Post-Bag. V2mo. London, 1812. 

* The well- known ballads on these two North- 


country legends were published by M. G. Lewis 
and Mr. Lambe. of Norham. ‘‘Sir Guy,” in 
the Tales of Wonder, and “The Worm,” in Rit- 
son's Xoi'thumberland Garland . — See Child’s 
English and Scottish Ballads, 8 vols. 12mo, BoS' 
ton, 1857, vol. i. p. 386. 

^ Fgn Segellak wel brand en vast houd : ole 
brand used by sealing-wax makers. 
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to about a sheet (16 pages) of Woodstock^ and about 12 of Bonaparte^ 
which is a more comprehensive page. But I was not idle neither, and 
wrote some Balaand for Lockhart’s JRevieiv. Then I was in hand a 
leaf above the tale, so I am now only a leaf behind it. 

April 27. — This is one of those abominable April mornings which 
deserve the name of Sayis Oidlotides^ as being cold, beggarly, coarse, 
savage, and intrusive. The earth lies an inch deep with snow, to the 
confusion of the worshippers of Flora. By the way. Bogie attended 
his professional dinner and show of flowers at Jedburgh yesterday. 
Here is a beautiful sequence to their floralia. It is this uncertainty 
in April, and the descent of snow and frost when one thinks them- 
selves clear of them, and that after fine encouraging weather, that de- 
stroys our Scottish fruits and flowers. It is as imprudent to attach 
yourself to flowers in Scotland as to a caged bird ; the cat, sooner or 
later, snaps up one, and these — Sans Ciillotides — annihilate the other. 
It was but yesterday I w^as admiring the glorious flourish of the pears 
and apricots, and now hath come the killing frost." 

But let it freeze without, "we are comfortable within. Lady Scott 
continues better, and, we may hope, has got the turn of her disease. 

Ajml 28. — Beautiful morning, but ice as thick as pasteboard, too 
surely showing that the night has made good yesterday’s threat. Dalg- 
leish, with his most melancholy face, conveys the most doleful tidings 
from Bogie. But servants are fond of the woful, it gives such conse- 
quence to the person who communicates bad news. 

Wrote two letters and read till twelve, and then for a stout w^alk 
among the plantations till four. Found Lady Scott obviously better, 
I think, than I had left her in the morning. In walking I am like a 
spavined horse, and heat as I get on. The flourishing plantations 
around me are a great argument for me to labour hard. Bariums 
has segetes P I will write my finger-ends off first. 

Apjril 29. — I was always afraid, privately, that Woodstock would 
not stand the test. In that case my fate would have been that of 
the unfortunate minstrel trumpeter Maclean at the battle of Slieriff- 
rnuir — 

“By misfortune he happened to fa’, man; 

By saving his neck 
His trumpet did break, 

And came off without music at a’, man,” ^ 

J. B. corroborated my doubts by his raven-like croaking and criticis- 
ing ; but the good fellow writes me this morning that he is wu'itten 
down an ass, and that the approbation is unanimous. It is but Edin- 
burgh, to be sure ; but Edinburgh has always been a harder critic 
than London. It is a great mercy, and gives encouragement for fut- 


1 Balaam is the cant name in a Newspaper of the day leaves an awkward space that must 
OflQce for asinine paragraphs, about monstrous be filled up somehow.— j. g. l. 
productions of Nature and the like, kept stand- - Henry VIII. Act iii. Sc. 2. 

ing in type to he used whenever the real new'S 3 Ritson, Scotti^^h Songs, xvi. 
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ure exertion. Having written two leaves this morning, I think I will 
turn out to my walk, though two hours earlier than usual. Egad, I 
could not persuade myself that it was such bad Balaam after all. 

April 30.— I corrected this morning a quantity of proofs and copy, 
and dawdled about a little, the weather of late becoming rather mild- 
er, thoiigli not much of that. Methinks Duty looks as if she were but 
half-pleased with me; but would the Pagan bitch have me work on 
tiie Sunday. 


jfjr 


Jfay 1. — I walked to-day to tlie western corner of tlie Chiefs wood 
plantation, and marked out a large additional plantation to be drawn 
along the face of the hill. It cost me some trouble to carry the 
boundaries out of the eye, for nothing is so paltry as a plantation of 
almost any extent if its whole extent lies defined to the eye. By 
availing myself of the undulations of the ground I think I have avoid- 
ed this for the present ; only when seen from the Eildon Hills the 
cranks and turns of the enclosure will seem fantastic, at least until 
the trees get high. 

This cost Tom and me three or four hours. Lieut.-Colonel Fer- 
guson joined us as we w'ent home, and dined at Abbotsford. 

My cousin, Barbara Scott of Raeburn, came here to see Lady S. 
I think she Tvas shocked with the melancholy change. She insisted 
upon walking back to Lessudden House, making her walk 16 or IS 
miles, and though the carriage was ordered she would not enter it. 

Afay 2. — Yesterday w^as a splendid May day — to-day seems inclined 
to be sqft^ as we call it ; but tant mieux. Yesterday had a twang of 
frost in it. I must get to work and finish Boaden’s Life of Kemble, 
and Kelley’s Reminiscences f for the Quarterly. 

I wrote arid read for three hours, and then walked, the day being 
soft and delightful ; but alas ! all my walks are lonely from the ab- 
sence of my poor companion. She does not suffer, thank God, but 
strength must fail at hist. Since Sunday there has been a gradual 
change — very gradual — but, alas I to the w'orse. My hopes are al- 
most gone. But I am determined to stand this grief as I have done 
others. 

Afay 3. — Another fine morning. I answered a letter from Mr. 
Handley, who has taken the pains to rummage the Chancery Records 
until he has actually discovered the fund due to Lady Scott’s mother, 
£12,000 ; it seems to have been invested in the estates of a Mr. Owen, 
as it appears for Madame Charpentier’s benefit, but, she dying, the 
fund was lost sight of and got into Chancery, where I suppose it 
must have accumulated, but I cannot say I understand the matter ; 
at a happier moment the neivs would have given poor Charlotte much 
pleasure, but now — it is a day too late. 

Afay 4. — On visiting Lady Scott’s sick-room this morning I found 
her suffering, and I doubt if she knew me. Yet, after breakfast, she 

1 See Miscellaneous Prose Trort5,vol. xx. pp. 152-244, or Quarterly Review No. 67, Kelly's Rem,, 
iniseeiices. 
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seemed serene and composed. , Tlie worst is, slie will not speak out 
iliout tke symptoms under wbick she labours. Sad, sad work , I am 
fnder tke S melanclioly apprehension, for what constitution can 
hold out under these continued and wasting attacks ? 

My niece Anne Scott, a prudent, sensible, and kind young woman, 
arrived to-day, having come down to assist us in our distress so far as 
Cheltenham." This is a great consolation. 

Man 5 —Haunted by gloomy thoughts; but I corrected proofs 
from seven to ten, and wrote from half-past ten to one. My old 
friend Sir Adam called, and took a long walk with me, which was 
charity His gaiety rubbed me up a little. I had also a visit from the 
Laird and Lady of Harden. Henry Scott carries the county without 

^ ^ May 6. ^The same scene of hopeless (almost) and unavailing anx- 

iety. Still welcoming me with a smile, and asserting she is better. 
I fear the disease is too deeply entwined with the principles of life. 
Yet the increase of good weather, especially if it would turn more 
genial, might, I think, aid her excellent constitution. Still labouring 
at this Beoiew, without heart or spirits to finish it. I am a tolerable 
Stoic, but preach to myself in vain. 


“ Since these things are necessities, 

Then let us meet them like necessities.” ' 

And so we will 

May Y. — ^Hammered on at tlie Review till my bacKDone acned. 
But I believe it was a nervous afEection, for a walk cured it. Sir 
Adam and the Colonel dined here. So I spent the evening as pleas- 
antly as I well could, considering I am so soon to leave my own house, 
and go like a stranger to the town of which I have been so long a 
citizen, and leave my wife lingering, without prospect of recovery, un- 
der the charge of two poor girls. Talia cogit dura necessitas. 

May 8. — went over to the election at Jedburgh. There was a 
numerous meeting ; the Whigs, who did not bring ten men to the 
meeting, of course took the whole matter under their patronage, 
which was much of a piece with the Blue Bottle drawing t^e car- 
riage. I tried to pull up once or twice, hut quietly, having no desire 
to "disturb the quiet of the election. To see the difference of modern 
times ! We had a good dinner, and ex^cellent wine ; and I had or- 
dered my carriage at half-past seven, almost ashamed to start so soon 
Everybody dispersed at so early an hour, however, that when Hem*} 
had left the chair, there was no carriage for me, and Peter proved hij 
accuracy by showing me it was hut a quarter-past seven. In the dayj 
1 remember they would have kept it up till day-light ; nor do I thinl 
poor Bon would have left the chair before midnight. Well, there ii 
a medium. ^ ithout being a veteran Yiee, a grey Iniquity, like FaJ 


i 2 Henry IF., Act ni. Sc. 1, slightly altered. 
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staff, I think an occasional jolly bout, if not carried to excess, improved 
society; men were put into good humour; when the good wine did 
its good office, the jest, the song, the speech, had double effect ; men 
were happy for the night, and better friends ever after, because they 
had been so. 

May 9. — My new' Liverpool neighbour, Mr. Bainbridge, breakfasts 
here to-day wdth some of his family. They wish to try the fishing in 
Cauldshields Loch, and [there is] promise of a fine soft morning. But 
the season is too early. 

They have had no sport accordingly after trying with Trimmers. 
Mr. Bainbridge is a good cut of John Bull — plain, sensible, and 
dow’nright ; the maker of his own fortune, and son of his own works. 

May 10. — To -morrow' I leave my home. To what scene I may 
suddenly be recalled, it wrings my heart to think. If she would but 
be guided by the medical people, and attend rigidly to their orders, 
something might be hoped, but she is impatient with the protracted 
suffering, and no w'onder. Anne has a severe task to perform, but 
the assistance of her cousin is a great comfort. Baron Weber, the 
great composer, wants me (through Lockhart) to compose something 
to be set to music by him, and sung by Miss Stephens — as if I cared 
who set or w'ho sung any lines of mine. I have recommended in- 
stead Beaumont and Fletcher’s unrivalled song in the Mice Valour : 

Hence, all ye vain delights,” etc. 

[Edinhurgh,^'] May 11. — 

“ Ber Abschiedstag ist da, 

Schwer liegt er auf den Herzen — schwer.”® 

Charlotte was unable to take leave of me, being in a sound sleep, 
after a very indifferent night. Perhaps it was as well. Emotion 
might have hurt her ; and nothing I could have expressed would have 
been w'orth the risk. I have foreseen, for two years and iiioie, that 
this menaced event could not be far distant. I have seen plainly, 
wuthin the last two months, that recovery w'as hopeless. And yet to 
part with the companion of twenty-nine years wUen so very ill — that 
I did not, could not foresee.^ It withers my heart to think of it, and 
to recollect that I can hardly hope again to seek confidence and 
counsel from that ear to which all might be safely confided. But in 
her present lethargic state, wJiat would my attentions have availed ? 


1 [Mrs. Brown’s Lodgings, No. 6 North St. 
David Street.] 

2 This is the opening couplet of a German 
trooper's song, alluded to in Life, vol. ii. p. 13. 
The literal translation is:— 

“The day of departure is c.ime : 

Heavy lies it on the hearts — heavy.” 

— J. G. L. 


3 Scott had written: — “and yet to part with 
the companion of twenty years just six." and 
had then deleted the three* words, ‘-years just 
sixp’ and written -‘nine" above t’ueni. It 
looks as if he had meant at first to reier to the 
change in his fortunes, “just si.-:" months be- 
fore, and had afterwards thought it better to 
refrain. This would account fur a certain ob- 
scurity of meaning. 



JOURNAL 


m 


[Ma^ 


and Anne lins promised close and constant intelligence.^ I must dine 
with James Ballantyne to-day enfamille. I cannot help it ; hut would 
rather he at home and alone. However, I can go out too. I will not 
yield to the barren sense of hopelessness which struggles to invade 
me. I passed a pleasant day with honest J. B., which was a great re- 
lief from the black dog which would have worried me at home. We 
were quite alone. 

[Edinburgh^ May 12.— Well, here I am in Arden. And I may 
say with Touchstone, “ When I was at home I was in a better 
place,”' and yet this is not by any means to be complained of. Good 
apartments, the people civil and apparently attentive. No appearance 
of smoke, and absolute warrandice against my dreaded enemies, bugs. 
I must, when there is occasion, draw to my own Bailie Nicol Jarvie’s 
consolation, ‘‘ One cannot carry the comforts of the Saut-Market about 
with one.” Were I at ease in mind, I think the body is very well 
cared for. I have two steady servants, a man and woman, and they 
seem to set out sensibly enough. Only one lodger in the house, a Mr. 
Shandy, a clergyman ; and despite his name, said to be a quiet one. 

May 13. — ^The projected measure against the Scottish bank-notes 
has been abandoned, the resistance being general. Malachi might 
clap his wings upon this, but, alas 1 domestic anxiety has cut his 
comb. 

I think very lightly in general of praise ; it costs men nothing, 
and is usually only lip-salve. They wish to please, and must suppose 
that flattery is the ready road to the good will of every professor ol 
literature. Some praise, however, and from some people, does at once 
delight and strengthen the mind, and I insert in this place the quota- 
tion with which Ld. C. Baron Shepherd concluded a letter concerning 
me to the Chief Commissioner : “ Magna etiam ilia laus et admira- 
hilis videri solet tulisse casus sapienter adversos, non fractum esse fortu- 
nd^reihmisse in rebus asperis dignitatem^ I record these words, not 
as meriting the high praise they imply, but to remind me that such 
an opinion being partially entertained of me by a man of a character 
so eminent, it becomes me to make my conduct approach as much as 
possible to the standard at which he rates it. 

^ As I must pay back to Terry some cash in London, £l "70, together 
with other matters here, I have borrowed from Mr. Alexander Ballan- 
tyne the sum of £500, upon a promissory note for £512, 10s. payable 
15th November to him or his order. If God should call me before 
that time, I request my son Walter will, in reverence to my memorv- 
see that Mr. Alexander Ballantyne does not suffer for having obliged 
me in a sort of exigency — he cannot afford it, and God has given my 
son the means to repay him. 

May 14. A fair good-morrow to you, Mr. Sun, who arc sliinino 
so bnglitl} on these dull walls, Methinks you look as if you were 


^ li Yum Liki It^ Act ii. Sc. L 


2 Cicero, de Oral ii. p, 34G.— j. g. l. 
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looking as bright on tlie banks of the Tweed ; but look where you 
will, Sir Sun, you look upon sorrow and suffering. Hogg was here 
yesterday in danger, from having obtained an accommodation of 
£100 from Mr. Ballantyne, which he is now obliged to repay. I am 
unable to help the poor fellow, being obliged to borrow myself. But 
1 long ago remonstrated against the transaction at all, and gave him 
£50 out of my pocket to avoid granting the accommodation, but it 
did no good. 

May 15. — Received the melancholy intelligence that all is over 
at Abbotsford. 

YAbboirford^l May 16. — She died at nine in the morning, after be- 
ing very ill for two days, — easy at last. 

I arrived here late last night. Anne is worn out, and has had 
hysterics, which returned on my arrival. Her broken accents were 
like those of a child, the Ianguage,'as well as the tones, broken, but 
in the most gentle voice of submission. “ Poor mamma — never re- 
turn again — -gone for ever — a better place.” Then, when she came 
to herself, she spoke with sense, freedom, and strength of mind, till 
her weakness returned. It would have been ine.xpressibly moving to 
me as a stranger — what "was it then to the father and the husband ? 
For myself, I scarce know how I feel, sometimes as firm as the Bass 
Rock, sometimes as weak as the wav^e that breaks on it. 

I am as alert at thinking and deciding as I ever was in my life. 
Yet, when I contrast what this place now is, with what it has been 
not long since, I think my heart will break. Lonely, aged, deprived 
of my family — all but poor Anne, an impoverished and embarrassed 
man, I am deprived of the sharer of my thoughts and counsels, who 
could always talk down my sense of the calamitous apprehensions 
which break the heart that must bear them alone. Even her foibles 
were of service to me, by giving me things to think of beyond my 
weary self -retl e ct i ons. 

I have seen her. The figure I beheld is, and is not, my Charlotte 
— my thirty years’ companion. There is the same symmetry of form, 
thougli those limbs are rigid wliicdi were once so gracefully elastic — 
but that yellow masque, with pinched features, which seems to mock 
life rather than emulate it, can it be the face that was once so full of 
lively expression ? I will not look on it again. Anne thinks her little 
changed, because the latest idea she had formed of her mother is as 
she appeared under circuinstauces of sickness and pain. Mine go 
hack to a period of comparative health. If I write long in this way, 
I shall write down my resolution, which I should rather write up, if I 
could. I wonder how I shall do with the large portion of thoughts 
which were hers for thirty years. I suspect they will be hers yet for 
a long time at least. But I will not blaze cambric and crape in the 
public eye like a disconsolate widower, that most atiected of all 
characters. 

May 1 7. — Last niglit Anne, after conversing with apparent ease, 
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dropped suddenly down as slie rose from the supper-table, and lay 
six or seven minutes as if dead. Clarkson, however, has no fear of 
these affections. 

May 18 .— Another day, and a bright one to the external world, 
again opens on us ; the air soft, and the flowers smiling, and the 
leaves glittering. They cannot refresh her to whom mild weather 
was a natural enjoyment. Cerements of lead and of wood already 
hold her ; cold earth must have her soon. But it is not my Charlotte, 
it is not the bride of my youth, the mother of my children, that will 
be laid among the ruins of Bryburgh, which we have so often visited 
in gaiety and pastime. ]Sro,no. She is sentient and conscious of my 
emotions somewhere — somehow 5 'wh&i'e we cannot tell 5 how we can- 
not tell ; yet would I not at this moment renounce the mysterious yet 
certain hope that I shall see her in a better world, ^ for all that this 
world can give me. The necessity of this separation, — that neces- 
sity which rendered it even a relief, — ^that and patience must be my 
comfort. I do not experience those paroxysms of grief which others 
do on the same occasion. I can exert myself and speak even cheer- 
fully with the poor girls. But alone, or if anything touches me — the 
choking sensation. I have been to her room : there was no voice in 
it — ^no stirring ; the pressure of the coffin was visible on the bed, but 
it had been removed elsewhere ; all was neat as she loved it, but all 
was calm— calm as death. I remembered the last sight of her ; she 
raised herself in bed, and tried to turn her eyes after me, and said, 
with a sort of smile, “ You all have such melancholy faces.” They 
were the last w^ords I ever heard her utter, and I hurried away, for she 
did not seem quite conscious of what she said. When I returned, 
immediately [before] departing, she was in a deep sleep. It is deeper 
now. This was but seven days since. 

They are arranging the chamber of death ; that which was long 
the apartment of connubial happiness, and of whose arrangements 
(better than in richer houses) she was so proud. They are treading 
fast and thick. For weeks you could have heard a foot-fall. Oh, my 
God! 

May 19 . Anne, poor love, is ill with her exertions and agitatior 
cannot walk — and is still hysterical, though less so. I advisee 
flesh-brush and tepid bath, which I think will bring ber about. Wc 
speak freely of ber whom we have lost, and mix her name with om 
ordinary conversation. This is the rule of nature. All primitive 
people speak of their dead, and I think virtuously and wisely. The 
idea of blottmg the names of those who are gone out of the language 
and familiar discourse of those to whom they were dearest is one 0: 
trie rules of ultra-civilisation which, in so many instances, strangL 
iiataral feeling by way of avoiding a painful sensation. The High 
anders speak of their dead children as freely as of their living, an( 
mentioii how poor Cohn or Eohert would have acted in such or sue! 
a situation. It is a generous and manly tone of feeling ; and, so fa 
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as it may be adopted 'W'ithout affectation or contradicting tbe general 
babits of society, I reckon on observing it. 

May 20. — To-nigbt, I trust, will bring Charles or Lockhart, or 
both ; at least I must hear from them. A letter from Yiolet [Lock- 
hart] gave us the painful intelligence that she had not mentioned to 
Sophia the dangerous state in which her mother was. Most kindly 
meant, but certainly not so well judged. I have always thought that 
truth, even when painful, is a great duty on such occasions, and it is 
seldom that concealment is justifiable. 

Sophia’s baby was christened on Sunday, 14th May, at Brighton, 
by the name of Walter Scott. ^ May God give him life and health to 
wear it writh credit to himself and those belonging to him. Melan- 
choly to think that the next morning after this ceremony deprived 
him of so near a relation. Sent Mr. Curie £11 to remit Mrs. Bohn, 
York Street, Co vent Garden, for books — I thought I had paid the 
poor w^oman before. 

May 21. — Our sad preparations for to-morrow continue. A let- 
ter from Lockhart; doubtful if Sophia’s health or his own state of 
business wdli let him be here. If things permit he comes to-night. 
From Charles not a word ; but I think I may expect him. I wish to- 
morrow w'ere over; not that I fear it, for my nerves are pretty good, 
but it will be a day of many recollections. 

May 22. — Charles arrived last night, much affected of course. 
Anne had a return of her fainting-fits on seeing him, and again upon 
seeing Mr. Ramsay, the gentleman who performs the service.^ I heard 
him do so with the utmost propriety for my late friend, Lady Alvan- 
ley,^ the arrangement of whose funeral devolved upon me. How lit- 
tle I could guess when, where, and with respect to whom I should 
next hear those solemn words. Well, I am not apt to shrink from 
that which is my duty, merely because it is painful ; but I wish this 
day over. A kind of cloud of stupiditj" hangs about me, as if all 
were unreal that men seem to be doing and talking about. 

May 23. — About an hour before the mournful ceremony of yes- 
terday, Walter arrived, having travelled express from Ireland on re- 
ceiving the news. He was much affected, poor fellow', and no wonder. 
Poor Charlotte nursed him, and perhaps for that reason she was ever 
partial to him. The whole scene floats as a sort of dream before me 
— the beautiful day, the grey ruins covered and hidden among clouds 
of foliage and flourish, where the grave, even in the lap of beauty, 
lay lurking and gaped for its prey. Then the grave looks, the hasty 
important bustle of men with spades and mattocks — the train of car- 


1 Walter Scott Lockhart, died at Versailles 
in 1S53, and was buried in the Cemetery of 
Notre-Dame there. 

2 The Rev. Edward Bannerman Ramsay, 
A.M., St. John's College, Cambridge, incum- 
bent St. John’s, Edinburgh, afterwards Dean 
of the Diocese in the Scots Episcopal Church, 
and still more widely known as the much- 


loved ‘'Dean Ramsay,’' author of Reminis- 
cetices of Scottish Life and Character. Tliis 
venerable Scottish g*enileman was for many 
years the delight of all who had the privilege 
of knowing him. He died at the age of eighty- 
three in his house, 23 Ainslie Place. Edinburgh, 
Dec. 27th, 187*2. 

3 See Li/e, vol. iv. p. 2. 
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riages— the coffin containing the creature that was so long the deal 
est on earth to me, and whom I was to consign to the very spo 
which in pleasure-parties we so frequently visited. It seems still a 
if this could not be really so. But it is so— and duty to God and t^ 
my children must teach me patience. 

Poor Anne has had longer fits since our arrival from Dryhurg] 
than before, but yesterday was the crisis. She desired to hear prayer 
read by Mr. Ramsay, who performed the duty in a most solemn mar 
ner. But her strength could not carry it through. She fainted be 
fore the service was concluded.^ 

May 24.— Slept wretchedly, or rather waked wretchedly, all nighi 
and was very sick and bilious in consequence, and scarce able to hoL 
up my head with pain. A walk, however, with my sons did me 
great deal of good ; indeed their society is the greatest support th 
world can afford me. Their ideas of everything are so just and hor 
ourable, kind towards their sisters, and affectionate to me, that I mus 
be grateful to God for sparing them to me, and continue to battl 
with the world for their sakes, if not for ray own. 

May 25. — I had sound sleep to-night, and waked with little c 
nothing of the strange, dreamy feeling which made me for some day 
feel like one bewildered in a country where mist or snow has dis 
guised those features of the landscape which are best known to hin 

Walter leaves me to-day ; he seems disposed to take interest i 
country affairs, which will be an immense resource, supposing him t 
tire of the army in a few years. Charles, he and I, went up to Ash( 
stiel to call upon the Misses Russell, who have kindly promised to se 
Anne on Tuesday. This evening Walter left us, being anxious to r( 
turn to his wife as well as to his regiment. We expect he will b 
here early in autumn, with his household. 

May 26. — A rough morning, and makes me think of St. George' 
Channel, wdiich Walter must cross to-night or to-morrow to get t 
Athlone. The wind is almost due east, however, and the channel i 
the narrowest point between Port-Patrick and Donaghadee. His al 
sence is a great blank in our circle, especially, I think, to his sist( 
Anne, to whom he shows invariably much kindness. But indee 
they do so without exception each towards the other ; and in weal c 
woe have shown themselves a family of love. No persuasion coul 


1 Mr, Skene has preserved the following note 
written on this day; — “I take the advantage 
of Mr. Ramsay's return to Edinburgh to an- 
swer your kind letter. It would have done no 
gocKl to have brought you here when I could 
mt have epjoyed your company, and there 
were enough friends here to ensure everything 
bCiBg properly adjusted. Anne, contrary to a 
natural weakness of temper, is quite quiet and 
p'Mgnt'd to her dliJtress, but has been visited 
hy many famting fits, the effect, I am told of 
over- exertion, and distress of mind. 
Her pothers are both here— Walter having ar- 
RtM from Ireland yesterday in time to assist 


at the munus inane ; their presence will do h 
much good, but I cannot think of leaving h 
till Monday next, nor could I do my brethn 
much good by coming to town, having st 
that stunned and giddy feeling which great c 
lamities necessarily produce. It will soon gi 
W'ay to my usual state of mind, and my frien 
will not find me much diflereut from what 
have usually been. ' 

“Mr. Ramsay, who I find is a friend 
yours, appears an excellent young man . — IS 
kind love to Mrs. Skene, and am always, you 
truly, Walter Scott.” 

“ Abbotsfoed, 23d Jlfay." 
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force on Walter any of his poor mother’s ornaments for his wife. He 
undid a reading-glass from the gold chain to which it was suspended, 
and agreed to give the glass to Jane, hut would on no account retain 
the chain. I will go to town on Monday and resume my labours. 
Being of a grave nature, they cannot go against the general temper 
of my feelings, and in other respects the exertion, as far as I am con- 
cerned, will do me good ; besides, I must re-establish my fortune for 
the sake of the children, and of my own character. I have not lei- 
sure to indulge the disabling and discouraging thoughts that press 
on me. Were an enemy coming upon my house, would I not do my 
best to fight, although oppressed in spirits, and shall a similar de- 
spondency prevent me from mental exertion ? It shall not, by Heaven ! 
This day and to-morrow I give to the currency of the ideas which 
have of late occupied my mind, and with Monday they shall be min- 
gled at least with other thoughts and cares. Last night Charles and 
I walked late on the terrace at Kaeside, when the clouds seemed ac- 
cumulating in the wildest masses both on the Eildon Hills and other 
mountains in the distance. This rough morning reads the riddle. 

Dull, drooping, cheerless has the day been. I cared not to carry 
my own gloom to the girls, and so sate in my own room, dawdling 
with old papers, which awakened as many stings as if they had been 
the nest of fifty scorpions. Then the solitude seemed so absolute — 
my poor Charlotte would have been in the room half-a-score of times 
to see if the fire burned, and to ask a hundred kind questions. Well, 
that is over — and if it cannot be forgotten, must be remembered 
with patience. 

May 27. — A sleepless night. It is time I should be up and be doing, 
and a sleepless night sometimes furnishes good ideas. Alas ! I have 
no companion now wdth whom I can communicate to relieve the lone- 
liness of these w^atches of the night. But I must not fail myself and 
my family — and the necessity of exertion becomes apparent. I must 
try a hors crtruvi'e, something that can go on between the necessary 
intervals of Nai?. Mrs. M[urray] K[eith’s] Tale of the Deserter, with 
her interview with the fad's mother, may be made most affecting, but 
will hardly endure much expansion.’ The framework may be a High- 
land tour, under the guardianship of the sort of postilion, whom 
Mrs. M. K. described to me — a species of conductor who regu- 
lated the motions of his company, made their halts, and was their 
cicerone. 

May 28. — I wrote a few pages yesterday, and then walked. I be- 
lieve the description of the old Scottish lady may do, but the change 
has been unceasingly rung upon Scottish subjects of late, and it 
strikes me that the introductory matter may be considered as an im- 
itation of Washington Irving. Yet not so neither. In short, I will 
go on, to-day make a dozen of close pages ready, and take J. B.’s ad- 

* The Highland Widow^ Waverley Novels, vol. xii. 

9 
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vice. I intend the work as an olla podrida, into which any species 
of narrative or discussion may he thrown. 

I wrote easily. I think the exertion has done me good. I slept 
sound last night, and at waking, as is usual with me, I found I had 
some clear views and thoughts upon the subject of this trifling work. 
I wonder if others find so strongly as I do the truth of the Latin prov- 
erb, Aurora musis arnica. If I forget a thing over-night, I am sure 
to recollect it as my eyes open in the morning. The same if I want an 
idea, or am encumbered by some difficulty, the moment of waking 
always supplies the deficiency, or gives me courage to endure the 
alternative.^ 

May 29. — To-day I leave for Edinburgh this house of sorrow. In 
the midst of such distress, I have the great pleasure to see Anne re- 
gaining her health, and showing both patience and steadiness of 
mind. God continue this, for my own sake as well as hers. Much of 
my future comfort must depend upon her. 

[Minhurgh^l May 30. — ^Returned to town last night with Charles. 
This morning resume ordinary habits of rising early, working in the 
morning, and attending the Court. All will come easily round. But 
it is at first as if men looked strange on me, and bit their lip when 
they wring my hand, and indicated suppressed feelings. It is natural 
this should be — undoubtedly it has been so with me. Yet it is strange 
to find one’s-self resemble a cloud which darkens gaiety wherever it 
interposes its chilling shade. Will it be better when, left to my own 
feelings, I see the whole world pipe and dance around me ? I think 
it will. Thus sympathy intrudes on my private affliction. 

I finished correcting the proofs for the Quarterly ; it is but a 
flimsy article, but then the circumstances were most untoward. 

This has been a melancholy day, most melancholy. I am afraid 
poor Charles found me weeping. I do not know what other folks 
feci, but with me the hysterical passion that impels tears is of terri- 
ble violence — a sort of throttling sensation — then succeeded by a 
state of dreaming stupidity, in which I ask if my poor Charlotte can 
actually be dead. I think I feel my loss more than at the first blow. 

Poor Charles wishes to come back to study here when his term 
ends at Oxford. I can see the motive. 

May 31. — The melancholy hours of yesterday must not return. 
To encourage that dreamy state of incapacity is to resign all author- 
ity over the mind, and I have been wont to say — 

“My mind to me a kingdom is.”^ 

I am rightful monarch; and, God to aid, I will not be dethroned by 
a!i\ rebellious passion that may rear its standard against me. Such 
are morning thoughts, strong as carle-hemp — says Burns — 


5 See Febniary 10 , 1826 . 

2 T!i.s excelleat philosophical song appears 


to have been famous in the sixteenth century. 
—Percy’s Reliques, vol. i. 307 .— j. g. l. . 
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“Come, firm Resolve, take tliou the van, 

Thou stalk of carle-hemp in man.” 

Charles went by the steam-boat this morning at six. "We parte 
last night mournfully on both sides. Poor boy, this is his first ser 
ous sorrow. Wrote this morning a Memorial on the Claims whic 
Constable’s people prefer as to the copyrights of Woodstock- and uTc 
poleofid 

1 Sec June 2. 


JUNE 


June 1.— Yesterday I also finished a few trifling memoranda on i 
book called The Omen, at Blackwood’s request. There is something 
in the work which pleases me, and the style is good, though the stor} 
is not artfully conducted. I dined yesterday in family with Skene 
and had a visit from Lord Chief-Commissioner ; we met as mournerf 
under a common calamity. There is something extremely kind ii 
his disposition. 

Sir R D[undas] oflers me three days of the country next week 
which tempts me strongly were it but the prospect of seeing Anne 
But I think I must resist and say with Tilburina, 

“ Duty, I’m all thine own.” ^ 

If I do this I shall deserve a holiday about the 15th June, and 
think it is best to wait till then. 

June 2. — A pleasant letter from Sophia, poor girl ; all doing wel 
there, for which God be praised. 

I wrote a good task yesterday, five pages, which is nearly doubl 
the usual stint. 

I am settled that I will not go to Abbotsford till to-morrow fort 
night, 

I might have spared myself the trouble of my self-denial, for g< 
I cannot, Hamilton having a fit of gout. 

Gibson seems in high spirits on the views I have given to him o: 
the nature of Constable and Co.’s claim. It amounts to this, tha 
being no longer accountable as publishers, they cannot claim the chai 
aeter of such, or plead upon any claim arising out of the contract 
entered into while they held that capacity. 

June 3. — I vras much disturbed this morning by bile and its cor 
sequences, and lost so much sleep that I have been rather late in ris 
ing by way of indemnification. I must go to the map and study th 
Italian campaigns instead of scribbling.' 

June wrote a good task yesterday, and to-day a great om 
scarce stirring from the desk the whole day, except a few minutf 
when Lady Rae called. I was glad to see my wife’s old friend, wit 
wliora in early life we had so many liaisons. I am not sure it 
rig 1 to work so hard ; but a man must take himself, as well as oth< 


1 Sheridan’s Cniic, Act iv. Sc. 2. 
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people, wlien he is in the humour. A man will do twice as much at 
one time and in half the time, and twice as well as he will be able to 
do at another. People are always crying out about method, and in 
some respects it is good, and show’s to great advantage among men 
of business, but I doubt if men of method, w’ho can lay aside or take 
up tlie pen just at the hour appointed, w’ill ever be better than poor 
creatures. Lady L[ouisa] S[tuart] used to tell me of Mr. Hoole, the 
translator of Tasso and Ariosto, and in that capacity a noble traiis- 
muter of gold into lead, that he w^as a clerk in the India House, with 
long ruffles and a snuff-coloured suit of clothes, w’ho occasionally vis- 
ited her father [John, Earl of Bute]. She sometimes conversed with 
him, and w’as amused to find that he did exactly so many couplets 
day by day, neither more or less ; and habit had made it light to him, 
how’ever heavy it might seem to the reader. 

Well, but if I lay down the pen, as the pain in my breast hints 
that I should, w’hat am I to do ? If I think, why, I shall w’eep — and 
that’s nonsense; and I have no friend now’ — none — ^to receive my 
tediousness for half-an-hour of the gloaming. Let me be grateful — 
I have good news from Abbotsford. 

June 5. — Though this be Monday, I am not able to feague it 
aw’ay, as Bayes says.^ Betw’een correcting proofs and writing letters, 
I have got as yet but tw’o pages written, and that wuth labour and a 
sensation of pain in the chest. I may be bringing on some serious 
disease by wmrking thus hard ; if I had once justice done to other 
folks, I do not much care, only I would not like to suffer long pain. 
Harden made me a visit. He argued wuth me that Lord M. affiched 
his owm importance too much at the election, and says Henry is anx'- 
ious about it. I hinted to him the necessity of counter-balancing it 
the next time, which wdll be soon. 

Thomson also called about the Bannatyne Club. 

These two interruptions did me good, though I am still a poor 
w’retch. 

After all, I have fagged through six pages ; and made poor 
Wurmser lay dow’ii his sword on the glacis of Mantua — and my head 
aches — my eyes ache — my back aches — so does my breast — and I 
am sure my heart aches, and w’hat can Duty ask more ? 

Ju?ie 6. — I arose much better this morning, having taken some 
-medicine, wfflich has removed the strange and aching feeling in my 
back and breast. I believe it is from the diaphragm; it must be 
looked to, however. I have not yet breakfasted, yet have cleared 
half my day’s work holding it at the ordinary stint. 


1 Buckingham’s Rehearsal . — The expression 
“To Feague” does not occur in the first edi- 
tion, where the passage stands thus; — 

— "When a knoitj- point comes, I lay 
my head close to it, with a pipe of tobacco in 
my mouth and then ichew it away. I’ faith. 

“ Bayes.— I do just so, i’ gad, always.” Act 
n. Sc. 4. 


In some subsequent editions the word.s are: 
— “I lay my head clu.^e to it with a snuff-hox 
in mt/ hand, and I feague it away. I’ faith. ” 

I am indebted io Dr. il array for thi.s refer- 
ence. which he kindly furuisbeJ me with frum 
the materials cullected fur liis great English 
Dictionary. 
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Worked hard Jokn Swinton, my kinsman, came to see me,— 
very kind and affectionate in his manner ; my heart always warms to 
that Swinton connection, so faithful to old Scottish fee ings. Harden 
was also with me. I talked with him about what Lord M. did at the 
election ; I find that he disapproves— I see these visits took place on 

Y.— Again a day of hard work, only at half-past eight I went 
to the Dean of Faculty’s to a consultation about Constable.’ and met 
with said Dean and Mr. [J. S.] More and J. Gibson. I find they have 
as liio^h hope of success as lawyers ought to express 5 and I think I 
knovT how our profession speak when sincere. I cannot interest my- 
self deeply in it. "When I had come home from such a business, I 
used to carry the news to poor Charlotte, who dressed her face in 
sadness or mirth as she saw the news affect me ; this hangs lightly 
about me. I had almost forgot the appointment, if J. G. had not 
sent me a card, I passed a piper in the street as I went to the Dean’s 
and could not help giving him a shilling to play Pibroch a Ponuil 
Dhu for luck’s sake — what a child I am ! 

Jum 8.— Bilious and headache this morning. A dog howl’d all 
night and left me little sleep. Poor cur 1 I dare say he had his dis- 
tresses, as I have mine. I was obliged to make Dalgleish shut the 
windows when he appeared at half-past six, as usual, and did not rise 
till nine, when me void. I have often deserved a headache in my 
younger days without having one, and Nature is, I suppose, paying 
off old scores. Ay, but then the want of the affectionate care that 
used to be ready, with lowered voice and stealthy pace, to smooth 
the pillow — and offer condolence and assistance, — gone — gone — for 
ever — ever — ever. \Yell, there is another world, and we’ll meet free 
from the mortal sorrows and frailties which beset us here. Amen, 
so be it. Let me change the topic with hand and head, and the heart 
must follow. 

I think that sitting so many days and working so hard may have 
brought on this headache. I must inflict a walk on myself to-day. 
Strange that what is my delight in the country is here a sort of pen- 
ance 1 ell, but novT I think on it, I will go to the Chief -Baron and 
try to get his Lordship’s opinion about the question with Constable ; 
if I carry it, as there is, I trust, much hope I shall, Mr. Gibson says 
there will he funds to divide 6s. in the pound, without counting upon 
getting ^anything from Constable or Hurst, hut sheer hard cash of my 
own. Such another pull is possible, especially if Boney succeeds, and 
the rogue had a knack at success. Such another, I say, and we touch 
ground I believe, for surely Constable, Eohinson, etc., must pay some- 
thing; the struggle is worth waring' a headache upon. 


* Hiis all'ides to the claim advanced by the 
of oonstable and Co. to the copyright 
« f and the Life of Xapoleon. The 

of the FaouUy of Ativocates was at that 
bcurge Cranstouu, afterwards a judge on 


the Scottish Bench under the title of Lord 
Corehouse, from 1826 until 1839, when he re- 
tired; he died 1850. 

* i. e. spending. 
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I finished five pages to-day, headache, laziness, and all. 

June 9. — Corrected a stubborn proof this morning. These battles 
have been the death of many a man — I think they will be mine. Well 
but it clears to windward ; so "we wdll fag on. 

Slept well last night. By the way, how intolerably selfish this Jour- 
nal makes me seem — so much attention to one’s naturals and non-nat- 
urals ! Lord Mackenzie^ called, and we had much chat about business. 
The late regulations for preparing cases in the Outer-House do not 
work well, and thus our old machinery, which was very indifferent, is 
succeeded by a kind that will hardly move at all. Mackenzie says his 
business is trebled, and that he cannot keep it up. I question wheth- 
er the extreme strictness of rules of court be advfisable ; in practice 
they are always evaded, upon an equitable showing. I do not, for in- 
stance, lodge a paper dehito tempore, and for an accident happening, 
perhaps through the blunder of a Writer’s apprentice, I am to lose 
my cause. The penalty is totally disproportioned to the delict, and 
the consequence is, that means are found out of evasion by legal fic- 
tions and the like. The judges listen to these ; they become frequent, 
and the rule of Court ends by being a scarecrow merely. Formerly, 
delays of this kind were checked by corresponding amendes. But the 
Court relaxed this petty fine too often. Had they been more strict, 
and levied the mulct on the agents, -with no recourse upon their clients, 
the abuse might have been remedied. I fear the present rule is too 
severe to do much good. 

One effect of running causes fast through the Courts below is, that 
they go by scores to appeal, and Lord Gifford" has hitherto decided 
them with such judgment, and so much rapidity, as to give great sat- 
isfaction. The consequence will in time be, that the Scottish Supreme 
Court will be in effect situated in London. Then down fall — as na- 
tional objects of respect and veneration — the Scottish Bench, the Scot- 
tish Bar, the Scottish Law herself, and — and — “ there is an end of an 
auld sang.”® Were I as I have been, I would fight knee-deep in blood 
ere it came to that. But it is a catastrophe which the great course of 
events brings daily nearer — 


“ And who can help it, Dick ?” 


I shall always be proud of Malaclit as having headed back the South- 
ron, or helped to do so, in one instance at least. 

June 10. — This was an unusual teind-day at Court. In the morn- 
ing and evening I corrected proofs — four sheets in number ; and I 
wrote my task of three pages and a little more. Three pages a day 

1 The eldest son oT^^Ttie ihm of Feeling." Gifford had visited Abbotsfurd in the antarnn 
He had been a judge from IS‘2‘2 ; he died at the of 1S25. 
age of seventy-four in 1851. 

- Baron Gifford died a few months later, viz., 3 Speech of Lord CL iucellur Seant-id on liie 
Sept. 1826; he had been Attorney- General in ratification of the Scott ish L'nion — See iLsct//. 
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will come, at Constable’s rate, to about £12,000 to £15,000 per year. 
They have sent their claim ; it does not frighten me a bit. 

JuM ll.—Bad dreams about poor Charlotte. Wohe, thinking 
my old and inseparable friend beside me \ and it was only when I was 
fully awake that I could persuade ‘myself that she was dark, low, and 
distant, and that my bed was widowed. I believe the phenomena of 
dreaming are in a great measure occasioned by the douUe touch, which 
takes place when one hand is crossed in sleep upon another. Each 
gives and receives the impression of touch to and from the other, and 
this complicated sensation our sleeping fancy ascribes to the agency 
of another being, when it is in fact produced by our own limbs acting 
on each other. Well, here goes—incumhite remis, 

June 12 .— -Finished volume third of Nafoleon. I resumed it on 
the 1st of June, the earliest period that I could bend my mind to it 
after my great loss. Since that time I have lived, to be sure, the life 
of a hermit, except attending the Court five days in the week for about 
three hours on an average. Except at that time I have been reading 
or writing on the subject of Boiiey, and have finished last night, and 
sent to printer this morning the last sheets of fifty-two written since 
1st June. It is an awful screed ; but grief makes me a house-keeper, 
and to labour is my only resource. Ballantyne thinks well of the 
work — very well, but I shall [expect] inaccuracies. An’ it were to do 
again, I would get some one to look it over. But who could that 
some one be ? Whom is there left of human race that I could hold 
such close intimacy with? No one. ^^Tanneguy du Chdtel ou es-tuP'^ ^ 
Worked five pages. 

June 13. — 1 took a walk out last evening after tea, and called on 
Lord Chief-Commissioner and the Macdonald Buchanans, that kind 
and friendly clan. The heat is very great, and the wrath of the bugs 
in proportion. Two hours last night I was kept in an absolute fever. 
1 must make some arrangement for winter. G-reat pity my old furni- 
ture wj^ sold in such a hurry 1 The wiser way would have been to 
have let the house furnished. But it’s all one in the Greek. 

^*‘Peccavi,peccavi, dies quidem sine lined P"^ I walked to make calls ; 
got cruelly hot ; drank ginger-beer ; wrote letters. Then as I was go- 
ing to dinner, enter a big splay-footed, trifie-headed, old pottering 
minister, who came to annoy me about a claim which one of his pa- 
rishioners lias to be Earl of Annandale, and which he conceits to be 
established out of the Border Minstrelsy. He mentioned a curious 
tiling that three brothers of the Johnstone family, on whose de- 
seeiidants the male representative of these great Border chiefs de- 
\ohed, 'v\ere forced to fly to the north in consequence of their feuds 
will the Maxwells, and agreed to change their names. They slept on 
t ie Side uf the Soutra Hills, and asking a shepherd the name of the 
place, agreed m future to call themselves Sowtra or Sowter John- 


^ SeeMoreri’s Dictionnaire, Art. “Tanneguy du Chdtel.” 
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stones. The old pudding-headed man could not comprehend a word I 
either asked him or told him, and maundered till I wished him in the 
Annandale beef-stand.^ Mr. Gibson came in after tea, and we talked 
business. Then I was lazy and stupid, and dozed over a book instead 
of writing. So on the whole, Confiteor^ conjiteor^ culpa mea, culpa meal 

June 14. — In the morning I began with a page and a half before 
breakfast. This is always the best way. You stand like a child go- 
ing to be bathed, shivering and shaking till the first pitcherful is 
fiung about your ears, and then are as blithe as a water-wagtail. I 
am just come home from Parliament House ; and now, my friend 
Nap.^ have at you with a down-right blow I Methinks I would fain 
make peace with my conscience by doing six pages to-night. Bought 
a little bit of Gruyere cheese, instead of our domestic choke-<iog con- 
cern. AVheii did I ever purchase anything for my own eating ? But 
I will say no more of that. And now to the bread-mill. 

June 15. — I laboured all the evening, but made little way. There 


1 All example of Scott’s wonderful patience, 
and bis power of utilising bints gathered from 
the most unpromising materials. Apropos of 
this Mr. Skene relates; — “In one of our fre- 
qaeiit walks to the pier of Leith, to which the 
freshness of the sea breeze olfered a strong in- 
ducement to those accustomed to pass a few 
of the morning hours within the close and im- 
pure atmosphere of the Court of Session, I hap- 
pened to meet w’itb, and to recognize, the Mas- 
ter of a vessel in which I hud sailed in the 
Mediterranean. Our reco^ition of each other 
seemed to give mutual satisfaction, as the cord- 
ial grasp of the seaman’s hard fist effectually 
indicated. It was some years since we had been 
shipmates, he had since visited almost every 
quarter of the globe, but he shook his head, 
and looked serious when he came to mention 
hi.s last trip. He had commanded a whaler, 
and having been for weeks exposed to great 
stress of weather in the polar regiuns. finally 
terminated in the total loss of his ve.-sel, w;tli 
most of her equipage, in the course of a dark 
tempestuous night. When thrown on her beam- 
ends, my friend bad been washed overboard, 
and in his struggles to keep himself above wa- 
ter had got hold of a piece of ice, on the top 
of wliich he at length succeeded in raising 
himself— -‘and ther<7 I was, sir, on a cursed 
dark dirty night, squatted on a round lump 
of floating ice, for all the world like a tea- 
table adrift in the middle of a stormy sea, 
without being able to see whether there was 
any hope within sight, and having enough ado 
to hold on, cold as my seat was. with some- 
times one end of me in the water, and some- 
times the other, as the ill-fashioned crank thing 
kept whirling and whomeling about all night. 
However, praised be God,' daylight had not been 
long in. when a boat’s crew on the outlook 
hove in sight, and taking me for a basking 
seal, and maybe I was not unlike that same, 
up they came of themselves, for neither voice 
nor hand had I to signal them, and if they' lost 
their blabber, faith, sir, they did get a willing 
prize on board; so, after just a little bit gliff of 
a prayer for the mercy that sent them to my 


help. I soon came to myself again, and now 
that I am landed safe and sound, 1 am walking 
about, ye see, like a gentleman, till I get some 
new craft to try the trade again. ’—Sir Waller, 
who was leaning on my arm during tliis narra- 
tive. had not taken any share in the dialogue, 
and kept gazing to seaward, with his usual 
heavy, absorbed expression, and only joined in 
wishing the seaman better success in his next 
trip as we parted. However, the detail had by 
no means escaped his notice, but dropping into 
the fertile soil of his mind, speedily yielded 
fruit, quite characteristic of his habits. We 
happened that evening to dine in company to- 
gether; I was nut near Sir Walter at table, but 
in the course of the evening my attention was 
called to listen to a narrative with which he 
was entertaining those around him, and he 
seemed as usual to have excited the eager in- 
terest of his hearers. The commeiiceinent of 
the story I had not heard, hut soon perceived 
that a shipwreck was the theme, which he de- 
scribed with all the vivid touches of his faUt’y, 
marshalling the incidt-nts and striking feaiuros 
of the situation with a degree of dexterity that 
seemed to bring all the horrors of a polar storm 
home to every one's mind, and altriough it oc- 
curred to me that our rencontre in the morning 
with the shipwrecked Whaler might have re- 
called a similar story' to his recollection, it was 
not until he came to mention the iea-tahle of 
ice that I recognised the identity of my friend’s 
tale, which had luxuriated to such an extent 
in the fertile soil of the poet's imagination, as 
to have left the original germ in comparative 
insignificance. He cast a glance towards me at 
the close, and observed, with a significant nod, 
‘You see, you did not hear one^-half of that 
honest seaman's story' this morning.’ It was 
such slender hints, which in the cummun in- 
tercourse of life must have hourly dropped on 
the soil of his retentive memory. Tnai fed the 
exuberance of Sir Walter’s iaventioa. and sup- 
plied the seemingly inexhausiibit; stream of 
fancy, from which he drew forth at pleasure 
the ground Work of romance.'’ — Eeminketnees. 
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were many books to consult; and so all I could really do was to 
make out mv task of three pages. I will try to make up the deficit 
of Tuesday to-day and to-morrow. Letters from Walter— all well. A 
visit vesterdav from Charles Sharpe. 

Jme 16.-^ Yesterday sate in the Court till nearly four. I had, 
(if course, only time for my task. I fear I will have little more to- 
day, for i \me accepted to dine at Hector’s. I got, yesterday, a 
present of two engravings from Sir Henry Raeburn’s portrait of me, 
wliieii (poor fellow 1) was the last he ever painted, and certainly not 
his worst.’ I had the pleasure to give one to young Mr. Davidoff for 
his uncle, the celebrated Black Captain of the campaign of 1812. 

( jirious that he should be interested in getting the resemblance of a 
person wliose mode of attaining some distinction has been very’- dif- 
ferent. But I am sensible, that if there be anything good about my 
poetry or prose either, it is a hurried frankness of composition which 
pleases soldiers, sailors, and young people of bold and active disposi- 
tion. I have been no sigher in shades — no writer of 

“Songs and sonnets and rustical roundelays, 

Framed on fancies, and whistled on reeds.” 


(Abbotsford, Saturday,] June IL — Left Edinburgh to-day after 
Parliament House to come piere]. My two girls met me at Torsonce, 
w hich was a pleasant surprise, and we returned in the sociable all to- 
gether. Found everything right and well at Abbotsford under the 
new regime. I again took possession of the family bedroom and my 
widowed couch. This was a sore trial, but it was necessary not to 
Wink such^ a resolution. Indeed, I do not like to have it thought 
that there is any way in which I can be beaten.'^ 

June 18.— -This morning wrote till half-twelve — good day’s work 
•—at Canoiiyaie Chronicles, Methinks I can make this work answ’er. 
Then drove to Huntly Burn and called at Chiefswood. Walked 
home. The country crying for rain ; yet on the whole the weather 
delieiuus, dry, and warm, with a fine air of wind. The young woods 
are rising in a kind of profusion I never saw elsewhere. "Xet me 
(iiice dear off these encumbrances, and they shall wave broader and 
deeper yet. But to attain this I must work 

W rought very fair accordingly till two ; then walked ; after din- 


^ IV.hied for Lord Montagu in 1822— Se 

i: f". Tfd V.i. p. l.j. 

I apparently executed two “hal 

almost identical at this time 
Lord Montagu h;s choice. The pictur 
tLspy relaxed at Ditton. near Windsor un 
Montagus death it be 
tiu.r proi^erty of his son-in-law, the Ear 
y. t. me. and :t Is bow flSSy) at the Hirsel 
I ...1. The engraving referred to \va 
Ue rejhca. which remained in th 

.a fcir Henry Raeburn died ii 


July, 1823, and I do not know what became of 
the original, wdiich may be identified by an 
official chain round the neck, not introduced in 
the Montagu picture. 

^ Song of T?ie Hunting of the Hare. — j. g. l. 

3 This entry reminds one of Hannah More’s 
account of ilrs. Garrick’s conduct after her 
husband’s funeral. ‘‘She told me, ” says Mrs 
More, “that she prayed with great compos- 
ure, then went and kissed the dear bed. and 
got into It with a sad pleasure. ’’—See Memoirs 
of Mrs. More, yol. i. p. 135.— j. g. l. 
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ner out again witli tlie girls. Smoked two cigars, first time these 
two months. 

June 19. — Wrought very fair indeed, and the day being scorching 
we dined alfresco in the hall among the armour, and w'ent out early 
in the evening. Walked to the lake and back again by the Marie 
pool ; very delightful evening. 

June 20. — This is also a hard-working day. Hot weather is fa- 
vourable for application, w’ere it not that it makes the composer sleepy. 
Pray God the reader may not partake the sensation I But days of 
hard work make short journals. To-day w*e again dine in the hall, 
and drive to Ashestiel in the evening le frais. 

June 21. — We followed the same course w’e proposed. For a 
party of pleasure I have attended to business well. Twenty pages of 
Croftangry, five printed pages each, attest my diligence, and I have 
had a delightful variation by the company of the two Annes. Regu- 
lated my little expenses here. 

[Edinburgh^ June 22. — Returned to my Patmos. Heard good 
news from Lockhart. Wife well, and John Hugh better. He men- 
tions poor Southey testifying much interest for me, even to tears. It 
is odd — am I so hard-hearted a man ? I could not have wept for 
him, though in distress I would have gone any length to sen’e him. 
I sometimes think I do not deserve people’s good opinion, for cer- 
tainly my feelings are rather guided by reflection than impulse. But 
everybody has his own mode of expressing interest, and mine is 
stoical even in bitterest grief. Agere atqiie pati Romanian est. I 
hope I am not the worse for wanting the tenderness that I see others 
possess, and which is so amiable. I think it does not cool my wish 
to be of use where I can. But the truth is, I am better at enduring 
or acting than at consoling. From childhood’s earliest hour my 
heart rebelled against the influence of external circumstances in my- 
self and others. Xon est ianti I 

To-day I was detained in the Court from halt-past ten till near 
four ; yet I finished and sent off a packet to Cadell, which will finish 
one-third of the Chronicles, vol. 1st. 

Henry Scott came in wUile I was at dinner, and sat while I ate 
my beef-steak. A gourmand would think me much at a loss, com- 
ing back to my ploughman’s meal of boiled beef and Scotch broth, 
from the rather recherche table at Abbotsford, but I have no philoso- 
phy in my carelessness on that score. It is natural — though I am 
no ascetic, as my father -was. 

June 23. — The heat tremendous, and the drought threatening the 
hay and barley crop. Got from the Court at half-twelve, and walked 
to the extremity of Heriot Row to see poor Lady Don ; left my card 
as she does not receive any one. I am glad this painful meeting is ad- 
journed. I received to-day £10 from Blackwood for the article on 
The Omen, Time was I wmuld not have taken these small tithes of 
mint and cummin, but scornful dogs will eat dirty puddings, and 1, 



JOUENAL 


140 


[JuiTE 


with niETiy depending on nGte, nmst do tli6 bost I can with my time — . 
God lielp me ! 

[Blair-Adam,] June 24.— Left Edinburgh yesterday after the 
Court, half-past twelve, and came over here with the Lord Chief-Baron 
and William Clerk, to spend as usual a day or two at Blair-Adam. In 
general, this is a very gay affair. We hire a light coach-and-four, and 
scour the country in every direction in quest of objects of curiosity. 
But the Lord Chief-Commissioner’s family misfortunes and my own 
make our holiday this year of a more quiet description than usual, and 
a sensible degree of melancholy hangs on the reunion of our party. It 
was wise, however, not to omit it, for to slacken your hold on life in 
any agreeable point of connection is the sooner to reduce yourself to 
the indifference and passive vegetation of old age. 

June 25. — ^Another melting day; thermometer at ^8° even here. 
80° was the height yesterday at Edinburgh. If we attempt any active 
proceeding we dissolve ourselves into a dew. We have lounged 
away the morning creeping about the place, sitting a great deal, and 
walfcng as little as might be on account of the heat. 

Blair-Adam has been successively in possession of three generations 
of persons attached to and skilled in the art of embellishment, and 
may be fairly taken as a place where art and taste have done a great 
deal to improve nature. A long ridge of varied ground sloping to the 
foot of the hill called Beiiarty, and which originally was of a bare, 
mossy, boggy character, has been clothed by the son, father, and 
grandfather; while the undulations and hollows, which seventy or 
eighty years_ since must have looked only like wrinkles in the black 
morasses, being now drained and limed, are skirted with deep woods, 
particularly of spruce, which thrives wonderfully, and covered with 
excellent grass. We drove in the droskie and walked in the evening. 

June 26.~-Another day of unmitigated heat; thermometer 82"; 
must be higher in Edinburgh, where I return to-night, when the de- 
cline of the sun makes travelling practicable. It will he well for my 
work to be there— not quite so well for me ; there is a difference be- 
tween the clean, nice arrangement of Blair-Adam and Mrs. Brown’s 
aecoinmodations, though he who is insured against worse has no rio*ht 
tu complain of them. But the studious neatness of poor Charlotte 
kis lyrliaps made me fastidious. She loved to see things clean, even 

0 Oriental scrnpulosity. So oddly do our deep recollections of other 
xmas correspond with the most petty occurrences of our life. 

1 ^ ruling passion strong in 

A Master in Chancery was on his death-bed— a very wealthy 

man home occasion of great urgency occurred in which it was nec- 
cr <'111 afiidavit,and the attorney, missing one or two oth- 

ir M uer^, whom he inquired after, ventured to ask if Mr. would 

k . de to receive the deposition. The proposal seemed to give him 

taken in due 

. i Master was lifted up m bed, and with difficulty subscribed 
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the paper; as ho sanlc down again, he made a signal to his clerk — 
“ Wallace.’’ — “ Sir ?” — Your ear — lower — lower. Have you got the 
half-croum ?” He was dead before morning. 

\E(Unhiir[fh^^ June 27 . — Returned to Edinburgh late last night, and 
had a most sweltering night of it. This day also cruel hot. How- 
ever, I made a task or nearly so, and read a good deal about the 
Egyptian Expedition. Had comfortable accounts of Anne, and 
through her of Sophia. Dr. Shaw doubts if anything is actually the 
matter with poor Johnnie’s back. I hope the dear child will escape 
deformity, and the infirmities attending that helpless state. I have 
myself been able to fight up very well, notwithstanding my lameness, 
but it has cost great efforts, and I am besides very strong. Dined 
with Colin Mackenzie ; a fine family all growing up about him, turn- 
ing men and women, and treading fast on our heels. Some thunder 
and showers which I fear w'ill be but partial. Hot — hot — hot. 

June 28. — Another hot morning, and something like an idle day, 
though I have read a good deal. But I have slept also, corrected 
proofs, and prepared for a great start, by filling myself with facts and 
ideas. 

Jutie 29. — I walked out for an hour last night, and made one or 
two calls — the evening was delightful — 

O O 

“Day its sultry fires had wasted, 

Calm and cool the moonbeam rose; 

Even a captive’s bosom tasted 
.gt Half oblivion of his woes.” ^ 

I wonder often how Tom Campbell, with so much real genius, has not 
maintained a greater figure in the public eye than he has done of late. 
The Magazine seems to have paralysed him. The author, not only of 
the Pleasures of llope^ hut of Holtenlinden^ Zocliiel, etc., should have 
been at the very top of the tree. Somehow he wants audacity, fears 
the public, and, what is worsu, fears the shadow of liis own reputation, 
lie is a great corrector too, which succeeds as ill in composition as in 
education. Many a clever boy is dogged into a dunce, and many an 
original composition corrected into mediocrity. Yet Tom Campbell 
ought to have done a great deal more. His youthful promise was 
great. John Leyden introduced me to him. They afterwards quar- 
relled. When I Ye])eated Hohen linden to Leyden, lie said, ^‘Dash it, 
man, tell the fellow that I hate him, but, dash him, he has written the 
finest verses that liave been published these fifty years.” I did mine 
errand as faithfully as one of Homer’s messengers, and had for answer, 
“ Tell Leyden that I detest him, but I know the value of his critical 
approbation.” This feud was therefore in the way of being taken up. 
“When Leyden comes back from India,” said Tom Campbell, “ what 


1 Campbell’s TurJeish Lady slightly altered. The poet was then editor of the New Monthly 
Magazine, but he soon gave it up. — J. g. l. 
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cannibals be will have eaten and wbat tigers he will have torn to 

^^^^Gave a poor poetess £1. Gibson writes me that £2300 is offered 
for the poor house; it is worth £300 more, but I will not oppose my own 
opinion, or convenience to good and well-meant counsel : so farewell, 
poor No. 39. What a portion of my life has been spent there ! It 
has sheltered me from the prime of life to its decline ; and now I must 
bid good-bye to it. I have bid good-bye to my poor wife, so long its 
courteous and kind mistress,— and I need not care about the empty 
rooms ; yet it gives me a turn. I have been so long a citizen of Ed- 
inburgh, now an indweller only. Never mind ; all in the day’s work. 

J. Ballantjne and R. Cadell dined with me, and, as Pepys would 
sav, all was very handsome. Drank amongst us one bottle of cham- 
pagne, one of claret, a glass or two of port, and each a tumbler of 
whisky toddy. J. B. had courage to drink his with hot water ; mine 
was iced. 

June 30. — Here is another dreadful warm day, fit for nobody but 
the flies. And then one is confined to town. 

Yesterday I agreed to let Cadell have the new work,^ edition 1500, 
he paying all charges, and paying also £500 — two hundred and fifty 
at Lammas, to pay J. Gibson money advanced on the passage of young 
Walter, my nephew, to India. It is like a thorn in one’s eye this sort 
of debt, and Gibson is young in business, and somewhat involved in 
my affairs besides. Our plan is, that this same Miscellany or Chron- 
icle shall be committed quietly to the public, and we hope it will at- 
tract attention. If it does not, we must turn public attention to it 
ourselves. About one half of vol. i. is written, and there is worse 
abomination, or I mistake the matter. 

I was detained in Court till four ; dreadfully close, and obliged to 
drink water for refreshment, which formerly I used to scorn, even on 
the moors, with a burning August sun, the heat of exercise, and a hun- 
dred springs gushing around me. 

Corrected proofs, etc., on my return. I think I have conquered 
the trustees’ objections to carry on the small edition of novels. Got 
CadelFs letter about the Chronicle. 

5 "^iz. : the first series of Chronicles of the Crusaders^ etc. ‘‘He was a very perfect gen- 
'which was published in 1827. The tie knight” (Chaucer). Edinburgh: Printed 
proposed ■was The Ca-nongaie for Archibald Constable and Co., Edinburgh; 
QT Traditions of the Sancttiary. and Longman, Rees, Orme, Brown, and Green, 

oodstr-Kk had just been launched under the London, 1826. (At the end) Edinburgh : Print- 
C'aijaifgr; a ed by James Ballantyne and Co. 3 vols. post 

Tak of the i ^ar Sixteen Hundred and Fifty- 8vo. - 

cm, hj the author of Waverley, Tales of the 
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YEduiburgh^'] July 1. — Another sunny day. This threatens ab- 
solutely Syrian drought. As the Selkirk election comes on Monday, 
I go out to-day to Abbotsford, and carry young Davidoii and his tutor 
with me, to see our quiet way of managing the choice of a national 
representative. 

I wrote a page or two last night slumbrously. 

\_Ahhoisford\july 2. — Late at Court. Got to Abbotsford last night 
with Count Davidoii about eight o’clock. I worked a little this 
morning, then had a long and warm walk. Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton 
from Chiefswood, the present inhabitants of Lockhart's cottage, 
dined with us, which made the society pleasant. He is a fine, sol- 
dierly-looking man^ — though affected with paralysis — his wife a sweet 
good-humoured little woman. He is supposed to be a writer in Black- 
wood’s Magazine. Since we -were to lose the Lockharts, we could 
scarce have had more agreeable folks. 

At Selkirk, where Borthwickbrae was elected with the usual 
unanimity of the Forest freeholders. This was a sight to my young 
Muscovite, We walked in the evening to the lake. 

July 5. — Still very hot, but with thunder showers. Wrote till 
breakfast, then walked and signed the death-warrant of a number of 
old firs at Abbotstown. I hope their deaths will prove useful. Their 
lives are certainly not ornamental. Young Mr. Davidofif entered upon 
the cause of the late discontents in Russia, which he imputes to a 
deep-seated Jacobin conspiracy to overthrow the state and empire and 
establish a government by consuls. 

\EdhibiLrgli^ July 6. — Returned last night with my frozen Mus- 
covites to the Capital, and suffered as usual from the incursions of 
the black horse during the night. It was absolute fever. A bunch 
of letters, but little interesting. Mr. Barry Cornwall * writes to con- 
dole with me. I think our acquaintance scarce warranted this ; but 
it is well meant and modestly done. I cannot conceive the idea of 
forcing myself on strangers in distress, and I have half a mind to 
turn sharp round on some of my consolers. Came home from Court. 
R. P. Gillies called ; he is writing a satire. He has a singular talent 
of aping the measure and tone of Byron, and this poem goes to the 


1 Thomas Hamilton, Esq. (brother of Sir Wm. ^ Bryan Waller Procter, author of Dramatic 

Hamilton, the Metaphysician), author of Cyril Scenes, and other Poems, 1S19. He died iuLoa- 
Thornton, Men and Manners in America, Annals don in 187 i. 
of the Peninsular Campaign, etc. Died in 1842. 
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tone of Bon Juan, but it is the Champagne after it has stood two 
days with the cork drawn. Thereafter came Charles K, Sharpe and 
Will Clerk, as Robinson sayeth, to my exceeding refreshment.' And 
last, not least, Mr. Jollie, one of the triumvirs who manage my poor 
matters. He consents to going on with the small edition of novels, 
wliieli lie did no.t before comprehend. All this has consumed the 
day, but we will make up tide-way presently. I must dress to go to 
Urd Medwyn* to dinner, and it is near time. 

'7.— Coming home from Lord Medwyn’s last night I fell in 
with Willie Clerk, and went home to drink a little shrub and water, 
over which w’e chatted of old stories until half-past eleven. This 
morning I corrected two proofs of C[roftangr]y, which is getting on. 
But there must be a little check with the throng of business at the 
close of the session. J ) — ^n the session ! I wish it would close its 
eyes for a century. It is too bad to be kept broiling here ; but, on 
the other hand, we must have the instinctive gratitude of the Laird of 
MTntosh, who was for the King that gave MTntosh half-a-guinea the 
day and half-a-guinea the morn. So I retract my malediction. 

Received from Blackwood to account sales of Malachi £72 with 
some odd shillings. This was for copies sold to Banks. The cash 
comes far from ill-timed, having to clear all odds and ends before I 
leave Edinburgh. This will carry me on* tidily till 25th, when pre- 
cepts become payable. Well 1 if Malachi did me some mischief, he 
must also contribute quodam modo to my comfort. 

July 8. — Wrote a good task this morning. I may be mistaken ; 
but I do think the tale of Elspat McTavish ® in my bettermost man- 
ner-— but J. B. roars for chivalry. He does not quite understand that 
everything may be overdone in this world, or sufficiently estimate the 
necessity of novelty. The Highlanders have been oflE the field now' 
for some time. 

Returning from Court, looked into a show of wild beasts, and saw 
Nero the great lion, whom they had the cruelty to bait with bull-dogs, 
against whom the noble creature disdained to exert his strength. He 
was lying like a prince in a large cage, where you might be admitted 
if you wish. I had a month’s mind— but was afraid of the news- 
papers; I could be afraid of nothing else, for never did a creature 
seem more gentle and yet majestic— I longed to caress him. Wallace, 
tlie other lion, born in Scotland, seemed much less trustworthy. He 
handled the dogs as his namesake did the southron. 

Enter a confounded Dousterswivel, called Burschal, or some such 
name, patronised by John Lockhart, teacher of German and learner 
of English. 

He opened the trenches by making me a present of a German 


» A fevourite expression of Scott’s, from Rob- 

tmm Cms'if, 

* Jobn Hay Forbes (Lord Medwyn from 1825 
to l»52t, second son of Sir WiUiam Forbes of 


Pitsligo. Lord Medwyn died at the age of sev- 
enty-eight in 1854:. 

* The Righland WiUaw. 
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work called Bcr BiheUsche Orient, tlien began to talk of literature at 
large ; and display bis own pretensions. Asked my opinion of Grav 
as a poet, and wished me to subscribe an attestation of bis own mer- 
its for the purpose of getting him scholars. As I hinted my want of 
acquaintance with his qualifications, I found I had nearly landed my- 
self in a proof, for he w^as girding up his loins to repeated thunder- 
ing translations by himseK into German, Hebrew, until, thinking it 
superfluous to stand on very much ceremony with one who used so 
little with me, hinted at letters to write, and got him to translate him- 
self elsewhere. 

Saw a good house in Brunswick Street, which I liked. This 
evening supped with Thomas Thomson about the affairs of the Ban- 
natyne. There was the Dean, AVill Clerk, John Thomson, young 
Smythe of Methven ; very pleasant. 

July 9. — Rather slumbrous to-day from ha\dng sat up till twelve 
last night. AVe settled, or seemed to settle, on an election for the 
Bannatyne Club. There are people who would wish to confine it 
much to one party. But those who were together last night saw it in 
the true and liberal point of view, as a great national institution, 
which may do much good in the way of publishing our old records, 
providing we do not fall into the usual habit of antiquarians, and neg- 
lect what is useful for things that are merely curious. Thomson is a 
host for such an undertaking. I wrote a good day's wmrk at the Can- 
ongate matter, notwithstanding the intervention of two naps. I get 
sleepy oftener than usual. It is the weather I suppose — Kabodish ! ^ 
I am near the end of the first volume, and every step is one out of 
difficulty. 

July 10. — Slept too long this morning. It was eight before I rose 
— ^half-past eight ere I came into the parlour. Terry and J. Ballan- 
tyne dined with me yesterday, and I suppose the wassail, though there 
was little enough of it, had stuck to my pillow. 

This morning I was visited by a Mr. Lewis, a smart Cockney, 
whose object is to amend the handwriting. He uses as a mechanical 
aid a sort of puzzle of wire and ivory, which is put upon the fingers 
to keep them in the desired position, like the muzzle on a dog's nose 
to make him bear himself right in the field. It is ingenious, and may 
be useful. If the man comes here, as he proposes, in winter, I will 
take lessons. Bear witness, good reader, that if kV. S. writes a cramp 
hand, as is the case, he is desirous to mend it. 

Dined with John Swintoii enfamille. He told me an odd circum- 
stance. Coming from Berwickshire in the mail coach he met with a 
passenger who seemed more like a military man than anything else. 
They talked on all sorts of subjects, at length on politics. Malachrs 

1 A favourite exclamation of Sir Walter’s, was cut off and placed upon a table: “ ^Quis 
which he had picked up on his Irish tour, sig- separabit?' says the head; ‘■Xaboclish,'’ &SLys I, 
nifying “don’t mind it” — Na-bac-le’is. Com- in the same language.” 
pare Sir Bovle Rocho's dream that his head 

10 
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letters were mentioned, when the stranger observed they were much 
more seditious than some expressions for which he had three or four 
years ago been nearly sent to Botany Bay. And perceiving John 
Linton surprised at this avowal, he added, “I am Kinloch of Ein- 
loch ” This gentleman had got engaged in the radical business (the 
only real gentleman by the way who did), and harangued the weavers 
of Dundee with such emphasis that he would have been tried and 
sent to Botany Bay had he not fled abroad. He was outlawed, and 
only restored to his status on a composition with Government. It 
seems to have escaped Mr. Kinloch that the conduct of a man who 
places a lighted coal in the middle of combustibles, and upon the 
floor, is a little different from that of one who places the same quan- 
tity of burning fuel in a fire-grate ! ' 

July 11.— The last day of the session, and as toilsome a one as I 
ever saw. There were about 100 or 120 cases on the roll, and most 
of them of an incidental character, which gives us Clerks the greatest 
trouble, for it is the grasshopper that is a burthen to us. Came home 
about four, tired and hungry. I wrought little or none ; indeed I 
could not, having books and things to pack. Went in the evening 
to sup with John Murray,^ where I met Will Clerk, Thomson, Hen- 
derland, and Charles Stuart Blantyre, and had of course a pleasant 
party. I came late home, though, for me,- and was not in bed till 
past midnight; it would not do for me to do this often. 

July 12. — I have the more reason to eschew evening parties that 
I slept two mornings till past eight ; these vigils would soon tell on 
my utility, as the divines call it, but this is the last day in town, and 
the world shall be amended. I have been trying to mediate between 
the unhappy R, P. Gpllies] and his uncle Lord G. The latter talks 
like a man of sense and a good relation, and would, I think, do some- 
thing for R. P. G., if he would renounce temporary expedients and 
bring his affairs to a distinct crisis. But this R. P. will not hear of, 
but flatters himself with ideas which seem to me quite visionary. I 
could make nothing of him; but, I conclude, offended him by being 
of his uncle’s opinion rather than his, as to the mode of extricating 
his affairs. 

I am to dine out to-day, and I would fain shirk and stay at home ; 
never, Sliylock-like, had I less will to feasting forth, but I must go or 
be thought sulky. Lord M. and Lady Abercromby called this raorn- 
ing, and a world of people besides, among others honest Mr. Wilson, 
late of W ilsontown, who took so much care of me at London, send- 
ing fresh eggs and all sorts of good things. Well, I have dawdled 
and written letters sorely against the grain all day. Also I have been 


’ Hal Mr. K'mlock was not singular in his 
n.i n been shown by the remarks made 
ffi ihf' House of Commons (see aitie, ilarch 17) 
I/Td in his Trials for Sedition says, 

* ‘ w All Botany Bay before him, and money to 
inaKc iiiiiiself comfortable in Paris, George Kin- 


lock would have been an idiot if he had stay- 
ed.-’ Mr, Kinlock had just returned to Scot- 
land. 

J His neighbour, John Archibald Murray, 
then living at 122 George Street. —See p. 85. 
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down to see Will Allan’s picture of tlie Landing of Queen Mary, 
whicli he has begun in a great style ; also I have put my letters and 
papers to rights, which only happens wLen I am about to move, and 
now, having nothing left to do, I must go and dress myself. 

July 13. — Dined yesterday with Lord Abercromby at a party he 
gave to Lord Melville and some old friends, w’ho formed the Contem- 
porary Club. Lord M. and I met with considerable feeling on both 
sides, and all our feuds w’ere forgotten and forgiven ; I conclude so 
at least, because one or two people, whom I know to be sharp ob- 
servers of the w’eatherglass on occasion of such squalls, have been 
earnest wuth me to meet Lord M. at parties — which I am well assured 
they would not have been (had I been Horace come to life again*) 
were they not sure the breeze was over. For myself, I am happy 
that our usual state of friendship should be restored, though I could 
not have co??ie doivn proud stomach to make advances, which is, 
among friends, always the duty of the richer and more powerful of 
the two. 

To-day I leave Mrs. Brown’s lodgings. Altogether I cannot com- 
plain, but the insects were voracious, even until last night when the 
turtle-soup and champagne ought to have made me sleep like a top. 
But I have done a monstrous sight of work here notwithstanding the 
indolence of this last w^eek, which must and shall be amended. 

“ So good-by, Mrs. Brown, 

I am going out of town, 

Over dale, over down. 

Where bugs bite not. 

Where lodgers fight not. 

Where below^ you chairmen drink not, 

Where beside you gutters stink not ; 

But all is fresh, and clean, and gay, 

And merry lambkins sport and play, 

And they toss with rakes uncommonly short hay, 

Which looks as if it had been sown only the other day, 

And where oats are at twenty-five shillings a boll, they say, 

But all’s one for that, since I must and will away.” 

July 14, Abbotsford. — Arrived here yesterday before five o'clock. 
Anybody would think, from the fal-de-ral conclusion of my journal 
yesterday, that I left town in a very gay humour — cujus contrarium 
verum est. But nature has given me a kind of buoyancy, I know not 
what to call it, that mingles even wfith my deepest afflictions and most 
gloomy hours. I have a secret pride — 1 fancy it will be so most 
truly termed — which impels me to mix with my distresses strange 
snatches of mirth “ which have no mirth in them.” In fact, the jour- 
ney hither, the absence of the affectionate friend that used to be my 
companion on the journey, and many mingled thoughts of bitterness, 
have given me a fit of the bile. 

J See Moli^re's VEcole des Femmes. 
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July 15.— Tills day I did not attempt to work, but spent my time 
in the morning in making the necessary catalogue and distribution 
of two or three chests of books which I have got home from the 
lander, Niece Anne acting as my Amanuensis. In the evening we 
drove to Huntly Burn, and took tea there. Returning home we es- 
caped a considerable danger. The iron screw bolts of the driving- 
seat suddenly giving way, the servants were very nearly precipitated 
upon the backs of the horses. Had it been down hill instead of be- 
ing on the level, the horses must have taken fright, and the conse- 
quences might have been fatal. Indeed, they had almost taken fright 
as it was, had not Peter Matheson,' who, in Mr. Rag's phrase, I take 
to be, the discreetest of whips,” ^ kept his presence of mind, when 
losing his equilibrium, so that he managed to keep the horses in hand 
until we all got out. I must say it is not the first imminent danger 
on which I have seen Peter (my Automedon for near twenty-five 
years) behave with the utmost firmness. 

July 16. — Very unsatisfactory to-day. Sleepy, stupid, indolent — 
finished arranging the books, and after that was totally useless — un- 
less it can be called study that I slumbered for three or four hours 
over a variorum edition of the GilFs-Hill’s tragedy.^ Admirable rec- 
ipe for low spirits — for, not to mention the brutality of so extraordi- 
nary a murder, it led John Bull into one of his uncommon fits of 
gambols, until at last he become so maudlin as to weep for the piti- 
less assassin, Thurtell, and treasure up the leaves and twigs of the 
hedge and shrubs in the fatal garden as valuable relics — nay, thronged 
the minor theatres to see the very roan horse and yellow gig in which 
the body was transported from one place to another. I have not 
slept over the threshold to-day, so very stupid have I been. 

^ July ll.—Besidice longum valedixi. Our time is like our money. 
'When we change a guinea, the shillings escape as things of small ac- 
count ; when w’e break a day by idleness in the morning, the rest of 
the hours lose their importance in our eye. I set stoutly to work 
about seven this morning to Boney — 


And long ere dinner-time, I have 
Full eight close pages wrote ; 

What, Duty, hast thou now to crave ? 
Well done, Sir Walter Scott 1 


July 18. This, as yesterday, has been a day of itnremittinff la- 
hour, though I only got through half the quantity of manuscript. 


^ In 1S2« Scott was one dav heard savin"’ a 
Le Petor ijuidins the plough on the haugh 
-•* Lpd, auld Pepe's whistling at his darg: il 
get round with me. easy will be his cush 
. Old Pt'ier lived until he was eightv-four 
Abbotsford in 1S54, where he hai 
yf ia wd! eared for, respected, and beloved 
members of the family since Sir Wai 

li'T iiealii. 


® r. larP.s EimU. Act n. Sc. 1. 

3 .he m>.rdtr of Weare by Thurtell and Co., 


at Gill’s-Hill in Hertfordshire (1824). Sir Wal- 
ter collected printed trials with great assiduity, 
and took care always to have the contemporary 
ballads and prints bound up with them. He 
admired particularly this verse of Mr. Hook’s 
broadside — 

“They cut hie throat from ear to ear, 

, His brains they battered in ; 

, His name was Mr. William Weare, 

He dwelt in Lyon’s Inn.” 

— J. G. L. 


SOVllSAL 


14 ^ 


182 G.] 

owing to drowsiness, a most disarming annoyance. I walked a little 
before dinner and after tea, but ^vas unable to go with tbe girls and 
Charles to the top of Cauldshiels Hill. I fear my walking powers 
are diminishing, but why not? They have been wmnderfully long 
efficient, all things considered, only I fear I shall get fat and fall into 
diseases. Well, things must be as they may. Let us use the time 
and faculties which God has left us, and trust futurity to his guid- 
ance. Amen. 

This is the day of St. Boswell’s Fair. That watery saint has for 
once had a dry festival. 

Jul^ 19. — Wrote a page this morning, but no more. Corrected 
proofs however, and went to Selkirk to hold Sheriff Court; this con- 
sumed the forenoon. Colonel and Miss Ferguson, with Mr. and Mrs. 
Laidlaw”, dined and occupied the evening. The rain seemed to set in 
this night. 

Jub/ 20. — To-day rainy. A morning and forenoon of hard work. 
About hve pages, which makes up for yesterday’s lee way. I am 
sadly tired however. But as I go to Mertoun at four, and spend the 
night there, the exertion was necessary. 

Juli/ 21. — To Mertoun we went accordingly. Lord and Lady 
Minto were there, with part of their family, David Haliburton, etc.., 
besides their own large family. So my lodging w’as a little room 
wliich I had not occupied since I was a bachelor, but often before in 
my frequent intercourse with this kind and hospitable family. Feel- 
ing myself returned to that celibacy, wdiich renders many accommo- 
dations indifferent which but lately were indispensable, my imagina- 
tion drew a melancholy contrast between the young man entering the 
w^orld on fire for fame, and restless in imagining means of coming by 
it, and the aged wddower, blase on the point of literary reputation, de- 
prived of the social comforts of a married state, and looking back to 
regret instead of looking forward to hope. This brought bad sleep 
and unpleasing dreams. But if I cannot hope to be what I have 
been, I wull not, if I can help it, suffer vain repining to make me worse 
than I may be. 

A\’‘e left Mertoun after breakfast, and the two Annes and I visited 
Lady Raeburn at Lessudden. Z\Iy Aunt is now’ in her ninetieth year 
— so clean, so nice, so w'ell arranged in every respect, that it makes 
old age lovely. Slie talks both of late and former events with perfect 
possession of her faculties, and has 'only failed in her limbs. A great 
deal of kind feeling has survived, in spite of the frost of years. 

Home to dinner, and wmrked all the afternoon among the Moui- 
teurs — to little purpose, for my principal acquisition was a headache. 
I wTote nothing to-day but part of a trifle for Blackwood. 

July 22. — The same severe headache attends my poor pate. But 
I have w’orked a good deal this morning, and will do more. I wish 
to have half the volume sent into towm on Monday if possible. It will 
be a royal effort, and more than make up for the blanks of this week. 



150 


JOURNAL 







[July 


July 23.— I wrote very Lard tliis daj^ a,iid attained page 40; 45 
would L more than half the volume. Colonel Bussell came about 
one, and carried me out a-walking which I was all the better of. In 
the evening we expected Terry and his wife, but they did not come, 
which makes me fear she may be unwell again. ^ i a 
J uly H — great number of proof-sheets to revise and send off, 
and aftothat I took a fancy to give a more full account of the Con- 
stitution framed by Sieyes—a complicated and ingenious web ; it is 
but far too fine and critical to be practically useful 

July 25 —Terry and wife arrived yesterday. Both very well. At 
dinner-time to-day came Dr. Jamieson^ of the Scottish Dictionary, an 
excellent good man, and full of auld Scottish cranks, which amuse me 
well enough, but are caviare to the young people. A little prolix and 
heavy is the good Doctor; somewhat prosaic, and accustomed to 
much attention on the Sunday from his congregation, and I hope on 
the six other days from his family. So he will demand full attention 
from all and sundry before he begins a story, and once begun there 


is no chance of his ending. mi 

July 26,— This day went to Selkirk, and held a Court. ^ The Doc- 
tor and Terry chose to go with me. Captain and Mrs. Hamilton came 
to dinner. Desperate warn weather ! Little done in the literary way 
except sending off proofs. Roup of standing corn, etc., went off very 
indifferently. Letter from Ballantyne wanting me to write about ab- 
sentees. But I have enough to do without burning my fingers with 


politics. 

July 27.— ITp and at it this morning, and finished four pages. An 
unpleasant letter from London, as if I might be troubled by some of 
the creditors there, when going to town to get materials for Nap. I 
have no wish to go, — none at all. I would even like to put off my 
visit, so far as John Lockhart and my daughter are concerned, and 
see them w’hen the meeting could be more pleasant. But then, hav- 
ing an offer to see the correspondence from St. Helena, I can make 
no doubt that I ought to go. However, if it is to infer any danger to 
iny personal freedom, Enghsh wind will not blow on me. It is mon- 
strous hard to prevent me doing what is certainly the best for all 
parties. 

July 28. — I am well-nigh choked with the sulphurous heat of the 
weather — or I am unwell, for I perspire as if I had been walking 
liard, and my hand is as nervous as a paralytic’s. Read through and 
corrected St. Eonan^s Well. I am no judge, hut I think the lan- 
guage of this piece rather good. Then I must allow the fashion- 
able portraits are not the true thing. I am too much out of the 
way to see and remark the ridiculous in society. The story is ter- 
riltly contorted and unnatural, and the catastrophe is melancholy, 


* Dr JfUii Jam;escn. formerly minister to a ficiated for forty-three years; he died in his 
li eiiigrefrat’.on in Forfar, removed to a house in 4= George Square in 1838, aged seventv- 
iiitf charge ia Edinburgh in 1795, where he of- nine. 
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whicli should always be avoided. No matter ; I have corrected it for 
tlie press. ^ 

The worthy Lexicographer left us to-day. Somewhat ponderous 
he is, poor soul ! but there are excellent things about him. 

Action and Reaction — Scots proverb: ^^the unrest [Le. pendulum) 
of a clock ffoes aye as far the ae gait as the f other ^ 

Walter's account of his various quarters per last despatch. Query 
if original : — 

“Loughrea is a blackguard place 
To Gort I give my curse; 

Athlone itself is bad enough, 

But Ballinrobe is worse. 

I cannot tell which is the worst, 

They’re all so very bad ; 

But of all towns I ever saw, 

Bad luck to Kinnegad.” 

Old Mr. Haliburton dined with us, also Colonel Russell. What a man 
for fourscore or thereby is Old Haly — an Indian too. He came home 
in 1785. 

July 29. — Yesterday I wrought little, and light w’ork, almost sti- 
fled by the smothering heat. To-day I wrought about half task in 
the morning, and, as a judgment on me I think for yesterday’s sloth, 
Mr. H. stayed unusually late in the forenoon. He is ray friend, my 
father’s friend, and an excellent, sensible man besides ; and a man of 
eighty and upwards may be allowed to talk long, because in the nat- 
ure of things he cannot have long to talk. If I do a task to-day, I 
hope to send a good parcel on Monday and keep tryst pretty well. 

July 30. — I did better yesterday than I had hoped for — four in- 
stead of three pages, which, considering how my time was cut up by 
prolonged morning lounging with friend Haly, was pretty fair. I 
wrote a good task before eleven o’clock, but then my good friends 
twaddled and dawdled for near two hours before they set off. The 
time devoted to hospitality, especially to those whom I can reckon 
upon as sincere good friends, I never grudge, but like to welcome 
the coming, speed the parting guest.” By my will every guest should 
part at half-past ten, or arrange himself to stay for the day. 

We had a long walk in a sweltering hot day. Met Mr. Blackwood 
coming to call, and walked him on with us, so blinked his visit — gra- 
tiaSj domine ! ! Asked him for breakfast to-morrow to make amends. 

I rather over-walked myself — the heat considered. 

July 31. — I corrected six sheets and sent them off, with eight 
leaves of copy, so I keep forward pretty well. Blackwood the book- 
seller came over from Chiefswood to breakfast, and this kept me idle 
till eleven o’clock. At twelve I went out Tvith the girls in the socia- 


1 This novel was passing through the press in Svo, 12mo, and ISmo, to complete coUective 
editions in these sizes. —J. g. l. 
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lie, and called on tie family at Bemerside, on Dr.' and Mrs. Brew- 
ster, and Mr. Bainbridge at Gattonside House. It was five ere we got 
Lome, so there was a day dished, unless the afternoon does something 
for us. I am beeping up pretty well, however, and, after all, visitors 
will come, and calls must he made. I must not let Anne forego the 
custom of well-bred society. 


s Aaerwards Sir David Brewster. He died at Allerley House on the Tweed, aged eighty-sev- 
eu, on February 10, 18G8. 


AUGUST 


August 1. — ^Yesterday evening did notliing for tlie idlesse of tlie 
morning. I was hungry ; eat and drank and became drow'sy ; then I 
took to arranging the old plays, of which Terry had brought me about 
a dozen, and dipping into them scrambled through two. One, called 
Michaelmas Term^ full of traits of manners ; and another a sort of 
bouncing tragedy, called the Hector of Germany^ or the Palsgrave?' 
The last, worthless in the extreme, is, like many of the plays in the be- 
ginning of the seventeenth century, wTitten to a good tune. The dra- 
matic poets of that time seem to have possessed as joint-stock a high- 
ly poetical and abstract tone of language, so that the worst of them 
often remind you of the very best. The audience must have had a 
much stronger sense of poetry in those days than now*, since language 
was received and applauded at the Fortune or at the Eed Bull,H^hich 
could not now be understood by any general audience in Great Brit- 
ain. This leads far. 

This morning I wrote two hours, then out with Tom Purdie, and 
gave directions about thinning all the plantations above Abbotsford 
properly so called. Came in at one o’clock and now set to work. He- 
bout^ dehout^ Lyciscas^ dehout? Finished four leaves. 

August 2. — AYell ; and to-day I finished before dinner five leaves 
more, and I would crow a little about it, but here comes Duty like an 
old housekeeper to an idle chambermaid. Hear her very words : — 

Duty. — Oh ! you crow', do you ? Pray, can you deny that your 
sitting so quiet at w'ork was owuiig to its raining heavily all the fore- 
noon, and indeed till dinner-time, so that nothing would have stirred 
out that could help it, save a duck or a goose ? 1 trow', if it had been 
a tine day, by noon there w'ould have been aching of the head, throb- 
bing, sliaking, and so forth, to make an apology for going out. 

Egomet Ipse. — And w'hose head ever throbbed to go out when it 
rained, Mrs. Duty ? 

Duty. — Answer not to me with a fool-horn jest ^ as jmur poor friend 
Erskine used to say to you when you escaped from his good advice 
under the fire of some silly pun. You smoke a cigar after dinner, 
and I never check you — drink tea, too, which is loss of time ; and 
then, instead of writing me one other page, or correcting those you 


1 By Middleton, 1G97. 

- The Hector of German ie, or the Palsgrave 
Prime Elector. An Honourable History by 
William Smith. 4to, 1615. 


3 Two London playhouses. — See Knight’s 
Biography of Shakespeare. 

^ Molicre’s La Princesse El' tide (Prologue). 
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have written out, you rollick into the woods till you have not a dry 
thread about you; and here you sit writing down my words in your 
foolish journal instead of minding my advice. ^ ^ 

Ego —Why, Mrs. Duty, I would as gladly he friends with [you] 
as Crabbe’s' tradesman fellow with his conscience ; but you should 
have some consideration with human frailty. t i 

Duty.— Reckon not on that. But, however, good-night for the 
present. * I would only recommend to you to think no thoughts in 
which I am not mingled— to read no books in which I have no con- 
cern— to write three sheets of botheration all the six days of the week 
per diem, and on the seventh to send them to the printer. Thus ad- 
vising, I heartily bid you farewell. 

Ego.— Farewell, madam (exit Duty) and be d— d to ye for an un- 
reasonable bitch ! '‘The devil must be in this greedy gled !” as the 
Earl of Angus said to his hawk ; “ will she never be satisfied ' I 
believe in my soul she is the very hag who haunted the merchant 
Abudah.* 

ril have my great chest upstairs exorcised, biit first I’ll take a 
nap till supper, which must take place within ten minutes. 

August 3.— AVrote half a task in the morning. From eleven till 
half-past eight in Selkirk taking precognitions about a row, and came 
home famished and tired. Now, Mrs. Duty, do you think there is no 
other Duty of the family but yourself ? Or can the SherifE-depute 
neglect his Duty, that the author may mind his ? The thing cannot 
be ; the people of Selkirk must have justice as well as the people of 
England books. So the two Duties may go pull caps about it. My 
conscience is clear. 

August 4. — AAhote to Miss Edgeworth on her sister’s marriage, 
which consumed the better part of the morning. I must read for 
Marengo. Item, I must look at the pruning. Item, at the otter hunt ; 
but my hope is constant to make up a good day’s task notwithstand- 
ing. Failed in finding the otter, and was tired and slept, and did but 
a poor day’s work. 

August 6. — AVrote to-day a very good day’s work. AV*alked to 
Chief swood, and saw old Mrs. Tytler,* a friend when life was young. 
Her husband, Lord AVoodhouselee, was a kind, amiable, and accom- 
plished man ; and vrhen we lived at Lasswade Cottage, soon after my 
marriage, we saw a great deal of the family, who were very kind to us 
as newly entered on the world.® AA'alked home, and worked in the 
evening ; four leaves finished. 


August 1.- 


-Aly niece Anne leaves us this morning, summoned 


J Sec Crabbe's Tale of The Struggles of Con- 

swjim— j. 0. L 

•'/ ^ Grandfather, Miscell. Prose 
l>''rks, Vul xsili. p. 72. 

» See Tjhs cf the Genn, The Talisman of 

OrosLVi^s. •' 

* £l<ie=t daughter of William Fraser of Bal- 


nain. — See Burgon’s Life of P. F. Tytler^ 8vo, 
Lond. 1859. Mrs. Tytler died in London, aged 
eighty-four, in 1837. 

® Alexr. Fraser Tytler, 1747-1813. Besides 
his acknowledged works, Lord Woodhouselee 
published anonymously a translation of Schil- 
ler’s Robbers as early as 1792. 
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back from one scene of distress to anotber. Her uncle, David Mac- 
cullocli, is extremely ill — a paralytic stroke, I fancy. She is a 
charming girl, lady-like in thought and action, and very pleasant in 
society. AVe are to dine to-day with our neighbours at Gattonside. 
Meantime I will avail myself of my disposition to labour, and work 
instead of journalising. 

Mr. H. Cranstoun^ looked in — a morning call. He is become ex- 
tremely deaf. He gave me a letter from the Countess Purgstall, his 
sister, which I have not the heart to open, so many reproaches I have 
deserved for not writing. It is a sad thing, though, to task eyes as 
hard wrought as mine to keep up correspondence. Dined at Gatton- 
side.* 

August 8. — Wrote my task this morning, and now for walk. Dine 
to-day at Chiefswood ; have company to-morrow. Why, this is dis- 
sipation ! But no matter, Mrs. Duty, if the task is done. “Ay, but,” 
says she, “you ought to do something extra — provide against a 
rainy day.” Not I, I’ll make a rainy day provide against a fair one, 
Mrs. Duty. I write twice as much in bad weather. Seriously, I write 
fully as much as I ought. I do not like this dull aching in the chest 
and the back, and its giving way to exercise shows that it originates 
in remaining too long in a sitting posture. So I’ll take the field, while 
the day is good. 

August 9. — I wrote only two leaves to-day, but with as many ad- 
ditions as might rank for three. I had a long and warm walk. Mrs. 
Tytler of Woodhouselee, the Hamiltons, and Colonel Ferguson dined 
here. How many early stories did the old lady’s presence recall ! 
She might almost be my mother, yet there we sat, like two people 
of another generation, talking of things and people the rest knew 
nothing of. When a certain period of life is survived, the diifference 
of years between the survivors, even when considerable, becomes of 
much less consequence. 

August 10. — Rose early, and wrote hard till tw^o, when I went 
with Anne to Minto. The place, being new' to my companion, gave 
her much amusement. We found the Scotts of Harden, etc., and had 
a very pleasant party. I like Lady M. particularly, but missed my 
facetious and lively friend, Lady A*[nna] M[aria].^ It is the fashion 
for women and silly men to abuse her as a blue-stocking. If to have 
wit, good sense, and good-humour, mixed with a strong pow’-er of 
observing, and an equally sti*ong one of expressing the result, be 
blue, she shall be as blue as they wdll. Such cant is the refuge of 
persons who fear those who they [think] can turn them into ridicule ; 


^ Henry Cranstoun, elder brother of Lord 
Corehouse and Countess Purgstall. He resided 
for some years near Abbotsford, at the Pavil- 
ion on the Tweed, where he died in ISiS, aged 
eighty-six. An interesting account of Countess 
Puritan is given by Basil Hall, who was with 
her in Styria at her death in 1835. This very 
early friend of Scott’s was thought hv Captain 


Hall to have been the prototype of Diana Ver- 
non — ‘‘that safest of secret keepers.” — See 
Schloss Hainfdd, 8vo, Lond. 1836. 

2 The property of Gattonside had been pur- 
chased in 18‘24 by George Bainbridge of Liver- 
pool, a keen angler, author of The Fly Fisher's 
Guide, 8vo, Liverpool, 1816. 

^ Lady Anna Maria Elliot, see ante, p. 85. 
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it is a common trick to revenge supposed raillery with good substan- 
tial calumny. Slept at Minto. . -u + i 

August 11 I was up as usual, and wrote about two leaves, mean- 

incr to Lisli my task at home ; hut found my Sheriff-suhstitute^ here 
on mv return, which took up the evening. Lut I shall finish the vol- 
ume on Sunday ; that is less than a month after beginning it. The 
same exertion would bring the book out at Martinmas, but December 

is a better time. , . . xr -r^ x in 

August 12.— Wrote a little in the morning ; then Duty and I have 

settled that this is to be a kind of holiday, providing the volume be 
finished to-morrow. I went to breakfast at Chiefswood, and after 
that affair was happily transacted, I wended me merrily to the Black 
Cock Stripe, and there caused Tom Purdie and John Swanston cut out 
a quantity of firs. Got home about two o’clock, and set to correct a 
set of proofs. James Ballantyne presages well of this work, but is 
afraid of inaccuracies— so am I— but things must be as they may. 
There is a kind of glamour about me, which sometimes makes me 
read dates, etc., in the proof-sheets, not as they actually do stand, 
but as they ought to stand. I wonder if a pill of holy trefoil would 
dispel this fascination. 

By the way, John Swanston measured a young shoot that was grow- 
ing remarkably, and found that for three days successively it grew 
half an inch every day. Fine-ear^ used to hear the grass grow — how 
far off would he have heard this extravagant rapidity of vegetation ? 
The tree is a silver fir or spruce in the patch at the Green-tongue 
park. 

August 13. — Yesterday I was tired of labouring in the rough 
ground. Well, I must be content to feel my disabilities increase. 
One sure thing is, that all wise men will soon contrive to lay aside in- 
clination when performance grows toilsome. I have hobbled over 
many a rough lieugh in my day — no wonder if I must sing at last — 

“ Thus says the auld man to the aik tree, 

Sair failed, hinny, since I keim’d thee.” 

But here are many a mile of smooth walk, just when I grow unable 
to face bent and brae, and here is the garden when all "fails. To a 
sailur the length of his quarter-deck is a good space of exercising 
ground. 

I wrote a good task to-day, then walked to the lake, then came 
back by three o’clock, hungering and thirsting to finish the volume. 
I have seldom such fits of voluntary industry, so Duty shall have the 

beiieiit. 

Finished volume iv. this evening — Leo Gratias, 

August 14. This is a morning I have not seen many a day, for 
it appears to set in for a rainy day. It has not kept its word though. 

2 W. Scott of Maxpopple. a In the fairy tale of Countess D’Aulnoy.— 

Portunio. 
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I was seized by a fit of the ‘‘ clevers,” and finished my task by 
twelve o’clock, and hope to add something in the evening. I was 
guilty, however, of some waywardness, for I began volume v. of Boney 
instead of carrying on the Canongate as I proposed. The reason, how- 
ever, was that I might not forget the information I had acquired 
about the Treaty of Amiens. 

^iugiist lo . — The weather seems decidedly broken. Yesterday, 
indeed^ cleared up, but this day seems to persevere in raining. Na- 
hodish I It’s a rarity nowadays. I write on, though a little afflicted 
with the oppression on my chest. Sometimes I think it is something 
dangerous, but as it always goes away on change of posture, it 
cannot be speedily so. I want to finish my task, and then good- 
night. I wull never relax my labour in these affairs, either for fear 
of pain or love of life. I will die a free man, if hard working 
will do it. Accordingly, to-day I cleared the ninth leaf, which is 
the tenth part of a volume, in two days — four and a half leaves 
a day. Walter and Jane, with Mrs. Jobson, are arrived to inter- 
rupt me. 

August 16. — God be praised for restoring to me my dear chil- 
dren in good health, which has made me happier than anything that 
has happened these several months. Walter and Jane appear cordial 
and happy in each other; the greatest blessing Heaven can bestow on 
them or me who witness it. If we had Lockhart and Sophia, there 
would be a meeting of the beings dearest to me in life. Walked to 
Huntly Burn, where I found a certain lady on a visit — so youthy, so 
beautiful, so strong in voice — with sense and learning — above all, so 
fond of good conversation, that, in compassion to my eyes, ears, and 
understanding, I bolted in the middle of a tremendous shower of rain, 
and rather chose to be wet to the skin than to be bethumped with 
words at that rate. There seemed more than I of the same opinion, 
for Col. Ferguson chose the ducking rather than the conversation. 
Young Mr. Surtees came this evening. 

August 17. — Wrote half a leaf short of my task, having proofs, 
etc., to correct, and being called early to walk with the ladies. I 
have gained three leaves in the two following days, so I cannot blame 
myself. Sat cito si sat bene. Sat honi I am sure — I may say — a 
truly execrable pun that ; hope no one will find it out. 

In the evening we had music from the girls, and the voice of the 
harp and viol were heard in my halls once more, which have been so 
long deprived of mirth. It is with a mixed sensation I hear these 
sounds. I look on my children and am happy ; and yet every now 
and then a pang shoots across my heart. It seems so strange that 
my poor wife should not be there. But enough of this. Colonel 
Ferguson dined. 

August 18. — Again I fell a half page behind, being summoned out 
too early for my task, but I am still two leaves before on the whole 
week. It is natural to see as much of these young people as I can. 
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Walter talks of tlie Ionian Islands. It is an awful distance. A long 
walk in very warm weather. Music in the evening. 

August 19.— This morning wrote none, excepting extracts, etc., 
being under the necessity of reading and collating a great deal, 
which lasted till one o’clock or thereabouts, when Dr. and Mrs. 
Brewster and their young people came to spend a day of happiness 
at the lake. We were met there by Captain and Mrs. Hamilton and 
a full party. Since the days of Seged, Emperor of Ethiopia,' these 
days of appointed sport and happiness have seldom answered ; but 
we came off indifferently well. We did not indeed catch much fish ; 
but we lounged about in a delightful day, eat and drank— and the 
children, who are very fine infantry, were clamorously enjoying them- 
selves. We sounded the loch in two or three different places — ^the 
deepest may be sixty feet. I was accustomed to think it much more, 
but your deepest pools, like your deepest politicians and philoso- 
phers, often turn out more shallow than was expected. The whole 
party dine with us. 

August 20. — Wrote four leaves. The day wet and rainy, though 
not uniformly so. No temptation, however, to play truant ; so this 
will make some amends for a blank day yesterday. I am far in 
advance of the press, but it is necessary if I go to Druralanrig on 
Wednesday as I intend, and to Lochore next week, which I also 
meditate. This will be no great interruption, however, if I can keep 
the Canongate moving, for I shall be more than half a volume in 
advance with I^apoleon. 

August 21. — Wrought out my task, though much bothered with 
a cold in my head and face, how caught I know not. Mrs. Cramp- 
ton, wife of the Surgeon-GeneraP in Ireland, sends to say she is here- 
abouts, so we ask her. Hospitality must not be neglected, and most 
hospitable are the Cramptons. All the “ calliachs from Huntly 
Burn are to be here, and Anne wishes we may have enough of din- 
ner. Naboclish I it is hoped there will be a piece de resistance. 

August 22. — Mrs. and Misses Crampton departed. I was rathei 
sorry to give them such brief entertainment, for they were extremel} 
kind. But going to Eildon Hall to-day, and to Drumlanrig to-mor 
row, there was nothing more could be done for them. It is raininc 
successfully^^' as old Macfarlane of the Arroquhar used to say 
Ar\hat is the odds? We get a soaking before we cross the Birken 
dailly— wet against dry, ten to one. 

August 23 Bridg ^. — Set off cheerily with Walter 

Charles, and Surtees in the sociable, to make our trip to Drumlanrig 
breakfasted at Mr. Boyd’s, Broadmeadows, and were receivec 
With Yarrow hospitality. From thence climbed the Yarrow, anc 


1 feee Johnson's Xos. 204 and 205. 

® Afterwards Sir Philip Crampton. “Th 
Surgeon-General struck Sir Walter as hein 
more like Sir Humphry Davy than any man h 


had met, not in person only, hut in the livel: 
ness and range of his talk.” — Life, vol. viii. t 
23. 

3 Gaelic for “ old 'women.” 
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skirted Saint Mary’s Lake, and ascended tke Birkhill path, under the 
moist and misty influence of the genms loci. Never mind ; my com- 
panions were merry and I cheerful. When old people can be with 
the young without fatiguing them or themselves, their tempers de- 
rive the same benefits which some fantastic physicians of old sup- 
posed accrued to their constitutions from the breath of the young 
and healthy. You have not, cannot again have, their gaiety of pleas- 
ure in seeing sights, but still it reflects itself upon you, and you are 
cheered and comforted. Our luncheon eaten in the herd’s cottage ; 
but the poor woman saddened me unawares, by asking for poor 
Charlotte, whom she had often seen there with me. She put me in 
mind that I had come twice over those hills and bogs with a wheeled- 
carriage, before the road, now an excellent one, was made. I knew it 
was true ; but, on my soul, looking where we must have gone, I could 
hardly believe I had been such a fool. For riding, pass if you will ; 
but to put one’s neck in such a venture with a wheeled-carriage was 
too silly. Here ^ve are, however, at Bittock’s Inn for this night. 

Drumlanrlg^ August 24. — This morning lunched at Parkgate un- 
der a very heavy shower, and then pushed on to Drnmlanrig, where I 
was pleased to see the old Castle, and old servants solicitous and 
anxious to be civil. What visions does not this magnificent old 
house bring back to me ! The exterior is much improved since I 
first knew it. It was then in the state of dilapidation to which it had 
been abandoned by the celebrated old Q.,^ and was. indeed scarce 
wind and water tight. Then the whole wood had been felled, and 
the outraged castle stood in the midst of waste and desolation, ex- 
cepting a few scattered old stumps, not judged worth the cutting. 
Now the whole has been, ten or twelve years since, completely re- 
planted, and the scattered seniors look as graceful as fathers sur- 
rounded by their children. The face of this immense estate has 
been scarcely less wonderfully changed. The scrambling tenants, 
who held a precarious tenure of lease under the Duke o^f Queens- 
berry, at the risk (as actually took place) of losing their possession at 
his death, have given room to skilful and labouring men, working 
their farms regularly, and enjoying comfortable houses and their 
farms at a fair rent, w^hich is enough to forbid idleness, but not 
enough to overpower industry. 

August 25 . — Here are Lord and Lady Home,“ Charles Douglas,® 
Lord and Lady Charlotte Stopford.^ I grieve to say the last, though 


1 William Douglas, fourth Duke of Queens- 
berry, succeeded, on the death of his kinsman, 
Duke Charles, in 1778. He died in 1810 at the 
age of eighty-six, when his titles and estates 
were divided between the Duke of Buccleuch, 
Lord Douglas, the Marquis of Queensberry and 
the Earl of Wemy.ss. ’ 

See Wordsworth’s indignant lines beginning: 

“ Degenerate Douglas, oh the unworthy Lord ” ; 


also George Selwyn and his Contemmraries. 4 
vols. 8vo, Lond. 1843-4. 

2 Alexander, tenth Earl of Homo, and his 
W'ife, Lady Elizabeth, daughter of Henry, third 
Duke of Buccleuch. 

3 Charles, second sou of Archibald Lord 
Douglas. 

James Thomas, Viscount Stopford, after- 
wards fourth Earl of Courtown, and his wife 
Lady Charlotte, sister of the then Duko oi’ 
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4> I ^ ill! if 111 ♦ vct, !> extremely thin, and looks delicate. The Duke 

fiiiiiM if i:r^.wn up liiit* a ^^raecful and apparently strong young 
14 ill .iiid rervhed ns most kindly. 1 tliink he will be well qualified 
! .i Mi.iaiii his iimkiilt and important task. The heart is excellent, so 
!!i.^ taleiits,-- sense and knowledge of the world, picked up 
*i! o! the larval English schools (and it is one of their most im- 
113. rti!!! rcsidl-d, will prevent liim from being deceived; and with 
p rbvt rxiHHi-nritiins he has a natural sense of his own situation, 
whirh mil keep liim from associating with unworthy companions. 
u.nl Ui'>< liim! His father and I loved each other well, and his 
h, .mfifiil iinalkT liad as much of the angel as is permitted to walk 
ifiHf irlli. I M c the balcony from which they welcomed poor 
( hariottc and me, long ere the ascent was surmounted, streaming out 
ihur while Imnd kerchiefs from the battlements. There svctq 
iiji rrr prop]<^ that day — now one sad individual is all that remains. 
X/ie/'i/o pnerifiktHr (Uiin, I Iiad a long walk to-day through the new 
pl intation, the Duchess s Walk by the Nith, etc. (formed by Prior’s 
Ab/fy aw! fell in with the ladies, but their donkeys 

outwalked me— a fio'ck of sheep afterwards outwalked me, and I be- 
gin tliink, on ray conscience, that a snail put in training might 
Son!! uiitwalk me. 'l must lay the old salve to the old sore, and be 
thankful b>r being able to walk at all, 

\« filing was written to-day, my wTiting-desk having been forgot 
at !*arkgati‘, luit Tom Crightoii kindly fetched it up to-day, so some- 
tliing more or less may be done to-morrow morning — and now to 
drtss. 

' 2 G. — We took our departure from the 
fritcitily halls nf I h'uralanrig this morning after breakfast and leave- 
taking. I trust this young nobleman will be 

‘‘A hedge about his friends, 

A hackle to his foes.” ^ 


I wmild have him not quite so soft-natured as his grandfather, whose 
kiiidin.-ss sometimes mastered his excellent understanding. His father 
hid ii tenrpi-r which better jumped with my humour. Enough of ill- 
nature to keep your good-nature from being abused is no bad ingre- 


ua iit 111 their disposition who have 
111 CMiiiing fruiii Parkgateherc I 

tU'U th.U .0.11 in his minority. 

I.i.ly ^ hari 'll':' C.ed w.thia eijiitocn months 

^ ‘‘Thus K;:;y.y,.'iu;.:u; a.-.l yur.^’, 

C-iO>'r.r.p ofHor.ry Ear] t,f 

Cl »r> Ii ■. an i vv;f. • -f I'ia.irios Puke of Qiie>:‘as- 
’orr;*", Shv was i!:>‘ fr:t‘r.a of Cay. an*l hor 
; :■ - .:y. wa. and od^t;{:es have hoen coleljrated 
• n : r and rhyme hy the w;tf= and poets of 
two ^a,L.cr:d*;h.?. Fifiy-iix years after Prior 


favours to bestow.^ 

intended to accomplish a purpose 

had sung her “mad Grace's’’ praises. Walpole 
added those two lines to the Female Phaeton— 

“ To many^.i Kitty Love his car, -will for .a day onpaj^c. 
But Pri'jr's Kitty, ever fair, obtained it for an age.” 

She died at a great age in 1777 . For her let- 
ter to George _ir. when forbid the Court, see 
Agar Ellis, Historical Inquiries. Lond. 1 S 27 
p. 40 . ’ 

2 Bajlad on young Rob Roy's abduction of 
Jean Key, Cromek's Collections. — j. g. l. 

3 See Letter to C. K. Sharpe, from Drumlan- 
rig, vol. ii. pp. 309-71 • 
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which I have for some years entertained, of visitiiisf Loeliwood, the 
ancient seat of the Johnstones, of which Kin^ James said, when lie 
visited it, that the man who built it must have been a thief in his 
heart. It rained heavily, however, which prevented my makinoc this 
excursion, and indeed I rather overwalked myself yesterday, and have 
occasion for rest. 

“ So sit down, Robin, and rest thee.” 

Abbotsford., August 27. — To-day we journeyed through the hills 
and amongst the storms ; the w’eather rather bullying than bad. AVe 
view’cd the Grey Mare’s Tail, and I still felt confident in crawling 
along the ghastly bank by which you approach the fail. I will cer- 
tainly get some road of application to Mr. Hope Johnstone, to pray 
him to make the place accessible. We got home before half -past 
five, having travelled forty miles. 

Blair- Adam ^ August 28. — Set off with Walter and Jane at seven 
o’clock, and reached this place in the middle of dinner-time. By 
some of my not unusual blunders we had come a day before w'c were 
expected. Luckily, in this ceremonious generation, there are still 
houses wUere such blunders only cause a little raillery, and Blair- 
Adam is one of them. My excellent friend is in high health and 
spirits, to which the presence of Sir Frederick adds not a little.^ His 
lady is here — a beautiful woman, whose countenance realises all the 
poetic dreams of Byron. There is certainly [a] something of full 
maturity of beauty which seems framed to he adoring and adored, 
and it is to be found in the full dark eye, luxuriant tresses, and rich 
complexion of Greece, and not among the pale unripened beauties of 
the north. What sort of a mind this exquisite casket may contain 
is not so easily known. She is anxious to please, and willing to be 
pleased, and, with her striking beauty, cannot fail to succeed. 

August 29. — To-day we designed to go to Lochore. But ‘‘ lieighoj 
the wind and the rain.” Besides Mrs. and Admiral Adam, Mrs. Loch, 
and Miss Adam, I find here Mr. Impey, son of that Sir Elijah cele- 
brated in Indian history. He has himself been in India, but has, with 
a great deal of sense and observation, much better address than al- 
ways falls to the share of the Eastern adventurer. The art of quiet 
and entertaining conversation, which is always easy as well as enter- 
taining, is chiefly known in England. In Scotland we are pedantic 
and wrangle, or we run away with the harrows on some topic we 
chance to be discursive upon. In Ireland they have too much vivaci- 
ty, and are too desirous to make a show, to preserve the golden mean. 
They are the Gascons of Britain. George Ellis was the best converser 
I ever knew ; his patience and good breeding made me often ashamed 
of myself going off at score upon some favourite topic. Pdehard Sharp 

1 Sir Frederick Adam, son of the Chief Com- subsequcntlj Governor of Madras; he died in 
missioner — a distinguished soldier, afterwards 1853. 

High Commissioner of the Ionian Islands, and 

11 
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I . -n . I kUnift J for tills peculiar gift as to be generally called Conver- 
Sliarp.^ Tilt- worst of this talent is that it seems to lack sin- 
rt riiv. Von fit vt r know what are the real sentiments of a good con- 
f or at k ;i>t it is very difficult to discover to what extent he 
lliini. His politeness is inconsistent with energy. For 
!* riii jij a e<*nverser, good taste and extensive information and 
,i< ->ii!plj>!intciit are the principal requisites, to which must be added 
,4!i i\ 4 nv and i'logarit delivery and a well-toned voice. I think the 
li'iLditT i^rdiT of genius is not favourable to this talent. 

Mr^. liiipey, an intelligent person, likes music, and particularly 
Si utvh airs ivliich few people play better than Mrs. Lockhart and 
Adam. Had a letter from Mr. William Upcott, London 
proposing to me to edit an edition of Garrick’s Corre- 
spoiidt whieli I declined by letter of this day. Thorough de- 
rnlid ilMwnfall of rain. Nothing fur it but patience and proof-sheets. 

The weather scarce permitted us more licence than 
vcstiTtlay, vet we went down to Lochorc, and Walter and I perambu- 
lated the property, and discussed the necessity of a new road from 
tlie soiitli-west, also that of planting some willows along the ditches 
in the low grounds. Returned to Blair- Adam to dinner. 

Ahhisfarti^ Aui/ust 31. — Left Blair at seven in the morning. 
Tni!isa»1ed business with Cadell and Ballantyne, but our plans wdll, I 
ihink, !c .stopped or impeded by the operations before the Arbiter, 
Mr. Ir\ iiiir, whi» leans more to the side of the opposite [party] than I 
e,\|M * led. have a letter from Gibson, found on my arrival at Ab- 
l*o!>ferd, wliicli gives rather a gloomy account of that matter. It 
sm Ills >! range that I am to be bound to write for men who have 
brih'f!] vvwy 1. bargain with me. 

Arrived at Al>botsford at eight o’clock at night. 


‘ Mr. R:f hard Sharp published in 1834 a very 
« '< ^irl and '.rAfren's.;^ hnle volume ot Letters 
vU in Pme and Verse. —See Quarterly 


Review. 102.— j. g. l. He had been ilember of 
Parliament from 1806 to 1820, and died on the 
30lh of March, 1635, at the age of seventy- six. 



SEPTEMBER 


September 1. — Awaked with a headache, which the reconsideration 
of Gibson’s news did not improve. We save Bonaparte however, and 
that is a great thing. I wdll not be downcast about it, let the worst 
come that can ; but I wish I saw that worst. It is the devil to be strug- 
gling forward, like a man in the mire, and making not an inch by 
your exertions, and such seems to be my fate. Well! I have much 
to comfort me, and I will take comfort. If there be further wrath to 
come, I shall be glad that I bear it alone. Poor Charlotte was too 
much softened by prosperity to look adverse circumstances courage- 
ously in the face. Anne is young, and has Sophia and Jane to trust 
to for assistance. 

September 2. — ^AVrote this morning, but only two pages or there- 
abouts. At twelve o’clock set out with Anne and Walter to visit at 
Makerstoun, but the road between Makerstoun and Merton being very 
bad, we drove, I dare say, thirty miles in going and coming, by a cir- 
cuitous route, and only got home at half-past seven at night. Saw 
Lady Brisbane Makdougall, but not Sir Thomas.^ Thought of old Sir 
Henry and his older father Sir George. Eeceived a box of Australian 
seeds, forwarded by Andrew Murray, now head-gardener to the Gover- 
nor, wkom I detected a clever boy, among my labourers in 1812, and 
did a little for him. It is pleasant to see men thrive and be grateful 
at the same time, so good luck to ‘‘ Andrew Mora,” as we called him. 

September 3. — Made up my necessary task for yesterday and to- 
day also, but not more, writing very heavily. Cousin Archie Swinton 
came to dinner. We had a dish of cousinred of course — and of auld 
lang syned' 

September 4. — Archie Swinton left us this morning early. I \vrote 
from seven to half -past two ; but, partly that I had five proof-sheets 
to correct, partly that like old John Fraser^ was not very cleever to- 
day,’^ I made out but a page and a half. 

September 5. — WTote task and half a page more. Terry arrived 
and brought with him a ^Ir. Bruce, from Persia, with an introduction, 


^ Sir Thomas Brisbane, who had formerly 
commanded a brigade in the Peninsula. In 
1832 he succeeded Sir Walter Scott as Presi- 
dent of the Koyal Society of Edinburgh. Sir 
Thomas had married in 1S19 a daughter of 
Sir Henry Hay Makdougall of Makerstoun, 
Bart. Sir Thomas died at Brisbane House, 
Ayrshire, in January, 1860, in the eighty-sev- 
enth year of his age. 


• For an account of this family see The Swin- 
tons of that Ilk and their Cadets, 4to, iSS3. a 
privately printed volume by A. C. Swinton of 
Kimmergfaame. In a letter to his friend Swin- 
ton in 1S14, Scott says that he had been read- 
ing the family pedigree “to my exceeding re- 
freshment. *’ 

3 One of the Abbotsford labourers. 
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for>.iM|!i, fn»m .\[r. FiLiekwood. I will move ^'quo warranto against 
this mF and the good gentleman is to be here, 

111* inf«»niis me, f^r two flays. He is .a dark, foreign-looking man, 
of Myall st.itiire, and nitfier blunt manners, which may be easily ac- 
f*!r by his having been in the East for thirty years. He has 
a I rahle share of information, and made good play after dinner. 

SfpkM^nr 6. — Walter being to return to Ireland for three weeks 
>i 1 i*fl t«i-ilay, ami has taken Surtees and Cliarles with him. I fear 
tills is !»!it a wild plan, l*iit the prospect seemed to make them so hap- 
py that I ronid not ilnd in my heart to say “ No ” sufficiently peremp- 
torily. So away they all went this morning to he as happy as they 
eaii. Voulli is a fine carver and gilder. Went down to Huntly Burn, 
and dawdkd about wiiile waiting for the carriage to bring me back. 
Mr. Rriice and Cohmel Ferguson pottered away about Persia and In- 
«iia, and I fell asleep by the tiresidc. Here is a fine spate of work — 
a day diddled away, and nothing to show for it ! I must wTite letters 
now, there is notiiing else for it. But — yaw — ja,v ^ — I must take a nap 
first. I had a letter from Jem Ballantyne, plague on him ! full of re- 
iimnstranc'e, deep and solemn, upon the carelessness of Bonai)arte. The 
rt>giie is right too. But as to correcting my style to the 

“Jemmy jemmy linkum feedle” 


tiiiic of what is called fine writing, PIl be d — d if I do. Drew £12 
ill favf»ur v! Charles for his Irish jaunt; same time exhorted him to 
make himself as expensive to Walter, in the way of eating and drink- 
ing, as he could. IMr. and Hrs. Impey arrived to dinner. 

7. — Mr. Bruce, the bastinadoed, left us this morning 
pr*<misiiig wine from Shiraz and arms from India. From our joint 
obM:Tv;iti(ui he must be a half-caste, probably half an Arab. He told 
ns of his having been taken by pirates in the Arabian Gulf, and hav- 
ing received two thousand bastinadoes on the soles of his feet, after 
whieh he was buried in a heap of dung by way of cure. Though the 
inaltvr was certainly serious enough to the sufferer, yet it excited our 
or scarce suppressed, mirth. Alas ! let never traveller tell 
miv disiress which borders on the ludicrous if he desires to excite the 
syn]|iatiiy O'f tlie audience. 

, I'C mentioned was tlie mode of seasonino' timber 

m the Arabian Gulf. They bury it in the sand 
«aUT-mark,and leave it exposed to the flux and reflux of the 
pie i.T SIX months at least, but often for twelve or eighteen. The 

f fh the dry-rot is thus prevented 

-iOi t , and the pips hiiilt of this wood last for twenty years 

i,, Vt jl' tp morning, after I had written a good 

ta>k. .,r neady so ^nay, I ho, it wanted half a page), and passed a 
|' > i-.<Li la). ^Terry read Bohadd in the evening, which he has, I 


til. ’A, improved. 
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Septemher 8. — I have ruhhed up, by collation %vith Mr. Impev, Sir 
Frederick Adam’s idea of the Greeks. He deeply regrets the present 
war as premature, undertaken before knowledge and rational educa- 
tion had extended themselves sufficiently. The neighbourhood of the 
Ionian Islands was fast producing civilisation ; and as knowledge is 
power, it is clear that the example of Europeans, and the opportuni- 
ties of education thereby afforded, must soon have given them an im- 
mense superiority over the Turk. This premature war has thrown all 
back into a state of barbarism. It was precipitated by the agents of 
Russia. Sir Frederick spoke most highly of Byron, the soundness of 
his views, the respect in which he was held — his just ideas of the 
Grecian cause and character, and the practical and rational wishes 
which he formed for them. Singular that a man whose conduct in 
his own personal affairs had been anything but practical should be 
thus able to stand by the helm of a sinking state I Sir Frederick 
thinks he might have done much for them if he had lived. The ran- 
tipole friends of liberty, w'ho go about freeing nations with the same 
success which Don Quixote had in redressing wrongs, have, of course, 
blundered everything which they touched. The Impeys left us to-day, 
and Captain Hugh Scott and his lady arrived. Task is bang-up. 

September 9. — I begin to fear I^ap, will swell to seven volumes. 
I have a long letter from James B. threatening me with eight ; but 
that is impossible. The event of his becoming Emperor is the central 
point of his history. Now I have just attained it, and it is the centre 
of the third volume. Two volumes and a half may be necessary to 
complete the whole. Walked with Hugh Scott up the Rhymers Glen, 
and round by the lake. Mr. Bainbridge of Gattonside House dined, 
also Colonel Ferguson. Was bang-up to my task again this day. 

September 10. — Corrected proof-sheets in the morning, then im- 
mured myself to write, the more willingly that the day seemed show- 
ery ; but I found myself obliged to read and study the map so much 
that I did not get over half a sheet written. Walked with Hugh Scott 
through Haxell Cleuch. Great pleasure to show the young wood to 
any who understands them well. 

September 11. — Jane and her mother go into town this morning, 
and Anne with them, to look out a lodging for us during the time 
we must pass in town. It seems strange to have this to do, having 
had always my father’s house or my own to go to. But — Sic transit 
gloria mundi. 

Well, it is half-past twelve o’clock, and at length having regulated 
all disappointments as to post-horses, and sent three or four servants 
three or four miles to remedy blunders, which a little forethought 
might have prevented, my family and guests are separated — 

“Like youthful steers let loose, east, north, and south.”^ 


i 2 Henry IT. Act iv. Sc. 2. 



Mi^<^ to Stirling; the Scotts to Lessiidden; Anne and 

Jane U Ediiiinirgh : and I am left alone. I must needs go up and 
set* some operations about the spring which supplies us with water, 
llioiigh I calculate my presence is not very necessary. So now — to 

ii’ork— to work. 

lint I reckoned without my host, or, I should rather say, without 
iiiv yar#/. Just as I had drawn in my chair, litted a new “ Bramah ” 

^ the stick, and was preparing to feague it away, I had a call from 
the son of an old friend, Mr. Waldie of Henderland. As he left me, 
enter yomig WhytLank and Mr. Auriol Hay' of the Lyon Office, and 
Mc had a long a'naoriai chat together, whieli lasted for some time — 

I hen the li!*rary was to be looked at, etc. So, when they went away, 
f had little bi'tier to do than to walk up to the spring which they are 
tligifiiig, and to go to iny solitary dinner on my return. 

Sejjitkikr 12. — Xot withstanding what is above said, I made out 
my task yestertlay, or nearly so, by working after dinner. After all, 
these interruptions are not such bad things ; they make a man keen 
of the work which he is withheld from, and differ in that point much 
from the indulgence of an indisposition to labour in your own mind, 
which increases by indulgence. Les facheux seldom interrupt your 
purpose absolute! V and entirelv — you stick to it for contradiction’s 
sake. ' " ' 

Well I visited the spring in the morning, and completed my task 
afterwards. As I slept for a few minutes in my chair, to which I am 
iin#re addieted than I could wish, I heard, as I thought, my poor wife 
call me by the familiar name of fondness which she gave me. My 
I ec u! lections on waking were melancholy enough. These be 

“Tiie airy tongues that syllable men’s names.” - 


.\ll I believe, have some natural desire to consider these unusual im- 
pressions as bodements of good or evil to come. But alas ! this is a 
prejudice of our own conceit. They are the empty echoes of what is 
past, not the foreboding voice of what is to come." 

i diiied at the Club to-day at Selkirk, and acted as croupier, 
ihere were eighteen dined; young men chiefly, and of course young 
taik.^ but so it has been, will be, and must be. 

S,j,t,,hbtr 13.— \A'rote mv task in the morning, and thereafter 
liad a letter from that sage Privv Councillor and booby of a Baron- 
rt _ fjjjs unutterable idiot proposes to me that I shall propose 

uune Dowager Duchess of , and offers his own right honourable 

1 titers eution to bring so beautiful a business to bear. I am struck 


j Mr. E W. Aiirc--! Drummond Hay, lielr- 
at i .itp time of Lord Kiunoul, was 
i'--L re'.cxg .a Ed.nburgh. owing to his offi- 
, r .'‘"‘I * r Eton uffice; he took a great 

I .li arciia-uiOg.eal matters, and was for 


two years Secretary to the Society of Antiqua- 
ries before his departure as Consul General to 
the Barbary States. He died at Tangier on the 
1st March, 1845. 

2 Milton's Comits, v. 208.— j. q l 


JOURNAL 


167 


1826.] 

dumb witb the assurance of bis folly — absolutely mute and speech- 
less — and how to prevent him making me further a fool is not easv, 
for the wretch has left me no time to assure him of the absurdity of 
what he proposes ; and if he should ever hint at such a piece of d* — d 
impertinence, what must the lady think of my conceit or of my feel- 
ings ! I will write to his present quarters, however, that he may, if 
possible, have warning not to continue this absurdity.^ 

Dined at Major Scott, my cousin’s, where was old Lord Buchan. 
He, too, is a prince of Bores, but age has tamed him a little, and like 
the giant Pope in the Pilgrimh Progress, he can only sit and grin at 
Pilgrims as they go past, and is not able to cast a fahk" over them as 
formerly. A few quiet puns seem his most formidable inliietioii 
nowadays. 

Septertiher 14. — I should not have forgotten, among the memora- 
bilia of yesterday, that Mr, Nasmyth, the dentist, and his family called, 
and I showed them the lions, for truly he that has rid a man of the 
toothache is well entitled to command a part of his time. Item, two 
young Frenchmen made their way to our sublime presence in guerdon 
of a laudatory copy of French verses sent up the evening before, by 
way of “ Open Sesame,’’ I suppose. I have not read them, nor shall 
L No man that ever wrote a line despised the pap of praise so 
heartily as I do. There is nothing I scorn more, except those who 
think the ordinary sort of praise or censure is matter of the least 
consequence. People have almost alw’ays some private view’ of dis- 
tinguishing themselves, or of gratifying their curiosity — some point, 
in short, to carry, with which you have no relation, w’hen they take 
the trouble to praise you. In general, it is their purpose to get the 
person praised to puff aw’ay in return. To me their rank praises no 
more make amends for their bad poetry than tainted butter w’ould 
pass off stale fish. 

September 15. — Many proofs to correct and dates to compare. 
What signify dates in a true story? I was fidgety after breakfast, 
owing to perusing some advices from J. Gibson, poor fellow. I will 
not be discouraged, come of things what wdll. However, I could not 
write continuously, but -went out by starts, and amused myself by 
cutting trees in the avenue. Thus I dawdled till Anne and Jane 
came home w’ith merry faces, and raised my spirits of course. After 
tea I e’en took heart of grace and finished my task, as I now do this 
day’s journal. 

September 16. — Worked hard to-day, and in morning and evening 
made out five pages and a half, as much perhaps as one should at- 
tempt, yet I w’as not overworked. On the contrary, went out with 
Tom about one o’clock and cut trees, etc., to clear the avenue ; and 


1 Lady Scott Lad not been quite four months had never had any intiaiacy. This was uui the 

dead, and the entry of the preceding day shows only proposition of the kind that reached him 

how extremely ill-timed was this communica- during his widowhood.— j. g. l. 
tion from a gentleman with whom Sir Waiter A coil of rope. 
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f;iV0iir the growth of such trees as are designed for standards. I re- 
reivfil visits the Laird of Bemerside/ who had been for nine 
vviirs ill lialv with his family— also the Laird of Kippielaw. Anne 
itiid Jane drJve up and called at the Haining. 

f rxpected Janies Ballaiityne to dinner as he ^Droposed, but the 
iiMrlliV tvp«»gniplier appeared not. He is sometimes inaccurate in 
kiipii*i2X sindi appointments, which is not according to the “Academy 
iif . ^iiiipllnients.” But in the letter which amioimced his intended 
u>it, he talked of having received himself a visit from the Cholera 
I shall be very sorry if so unwelcome a guest be the cause 
of the hrcacli of his appointment. 

Stjjfi'Mbtr 17. — Rather surprised with a letter from Lord Melville, 
inforiiiiiig mv that he and Mr. Reel had put me into the Commission 
for iia|uiring into the condition of the Colleges in Scotland. I know 
little uii the sii!»ject, hut I dare say as much as some of the official 
persons who are inserted of course. The want of efficient men is the 
Frasim alleged. I must of course do my best, though I have little 
hope of being useful, and the time it will occupy is half ruinous to 
me, to whom time is everything. Besides, I suppose the honour is 
partly meant as an act of grace for Malachi. I shall never repent of 
that escapade, aithough it offended persons for the time whose good 
opinion ! value. J. B. continues ill at Teviot Grove, as they call it. 

I am a little anxious about him. 

1 tl liislicd my task and an extra page — hope to do another before 
Slipper. Accom| dished the said diligent purpose. 

StpUmbti' is*.— Itainy and gloomy — that small sifting rain driv- 
ing oil an eastern gale wliich intermits not. Wrote letters to Lord 
Melville, etc., and agreed to act under the Commission. Settled to be 
at Melville Castle, Saturday 24tli. I fear this will interfere cousum- 
edly with business. I corrected proof-sheets, and wrote a good deal, 
but intern] to spend the rest of the day in reading and making notes! 
Sv bricks to be made without straw. 

Sepkmhet 19. — Circuit. AVent to poor Mr. Short- 
reed's and regretted bitterly the distress of the family, though they 
einieavuured to bear it bravely, and to make my reception as com- 
furtaMe and even cheerful as possible. My old friend R. S. gave me a 
ring f uinid in a grave at the Ablxw, to be kept in memory of his son. 

].] eiTtaiiiiv preserve it with especial care.^ 

trities at circuit, cLieliy owing to the cheap whisky, as they 
Here aimc>t aii riots. One case of assault on a deaf and dumb 
Honiaii. bhc was herself the chief evidence; but being totally with- 
'"T. f froiQ her situation, very imperfect notions 

a ieity and a future state, no oath could be administered. Mr. 
K.iiui.mrgh, teacher of the deaf and dumb, was sworn interpreter’ 


- V, t s f-, aid The Haigs c/Stmer- 
‘ - h hii. Is^l, by J. Russell. 

^iliurtrced. a young geuilemun 


of elegant taste and attainments, devotedly at- 
tached 10 sir W alter, and much beloved in re- 
turn. had recently died.— j. g. l. 
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together with another person, a neighbour, who kne-w the accidental 
or conventional signs wLich the poor thing had invented for hersi-lf, 
as Mr, K. was supposed to understand the more general or natural 
signs common to people in such a situation. He went through the 
task with much address, and it was wonderful to see them make 
themselves intelligible to each other by mere pantomime. Still I did 
[not] consider such evidence as much to be trusted to in a criiniiiai 
case. Several previous interviews had been necessary between the 
interpreter and the witness, and this is very much like getting up a 
story. Some of the signs, brief in themselves, of which Mr. K. gave 
long interpretations, put me in mind of Lord Burleigh in the Critic : 

Did he mean all this by the shake of the head ‘"Yes, if he .shook 
his head as I taught him.” ^ The man was found not guilty. Mr. K. 
told us of a pupil of his whom he restored, as it may be said, to hii- 
inaiiity, and who told him that his ideas of another world were that 
some great person in the skies lighted up the sun in the morning as 
he saw his mother light her fire, and the stars in the evening as she 
kindled a lamp. He said the witness had ideas of truth and false- 
hood, which was, I believe, true ; and that she had an idea of punish- 
ment in a future state, which I doubt. He confessed she could not 
give any guess at its duration, whether temporary or eternal. I 
should like to know if Mr. K. is in that respect much wiser than his 
pupils. Dined, of course, with Lord Mackenzie, the Judge. 

September 20. — Waked after a restless night, in which I dreamed 
of poor Tom Shortreed. Breakfasted with the Rev. Dr. Somerville.'^ 
This venerable gentleman is one of the oldest of the literary brother- 
hood — I suppose about eighty-seven, and except a little deafness quite 
entire. Living all his life in good society as a gentleman born — and 
having, besides, professional calls to make among the poor — he must 
know, of course, much that is curious concerning the momentous 
changes which have passed under his eyes. He talks of them accord- 
ingly, and has written something on the subject, but has scarce the 
force necessary to seize on the most striking points, ^^jjalahras, neigh- 
bour Verges,”^ — gifts which God gives. The bowl that rolls easiest 
along the green goes furthest, and has least clay sticking to it. I 
have often noticed that a kindly, placid good-humour is the compan- 
ion of longevity, and, I suspect, frequently the leading cause of it. 
Quick, keen, sharp observation, wdth the power of contrast and illus- 
tration, disturbs this easy current of thought. My good friend, the 
venerable Doctor, wdll not, I think, die of that disease. 

Called at Nesbit Mill on my cousin Charles. His wife received 
me better than I deserved, for I have been a sad neglectful visitor. 
She has a very pleasant countenance. 

1 See Act m. Sc. 1. . tieth year of bis age. and of his 

2 The Rev. Dr. Thomas Somerville, minister ministry.— j. g. l. ''Autob:ogra[ LAal Vcinon- 

of Jedburgh, author of the History of Great als of his Life and ITdl-lSli. ivu. Edia- 

Britain during the reign of Queen Anne, and burgh, were published in ISGI. 
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Home of tiie Clnmlt lawyers dined Iiere, namely R. Dundas, Bortli- 
wiek, tlie faet*!ious lAter Robertson/ Mr. R. Adam Dundas, and with 

llitiii lltiirv Heott of Harden. 

Stj4iMlkr 1 ^,— Oiir party breakfasted late, and I was heavy- 
litoiilfii, aiai did not rise till “eight. Had drank a little more wine 
tlian usual, but as our friend Othello says, that’s not much.”' How- 
ru;r, me dawdled about till near noon ere all my guests left me. 
Than I malked a little and cut some wood. Read afterwards. I can’t 
grl yii without it. How did I get on before ? — that’s a secret. Mr. 
Ilioinas Tod® and his wife came to dine. We talked of old stories 
uml got over a pleasant evening. 

22 , — Still no wTiting. We have materials to collect, 
vuii, Mother Duty, hold your tongue ! I tell you, you know 
liotliiiig of tlic matter. Besides, I corrected five sheets. I wdsh you 
had to do with some other people, just to teach you the difference, 
i grant that the day being exquisite I went and thinned out the 
wood from the north front of the house. Read and noted a great 
deal 

SeptembiT 23. — Wrought in the morning, hut only at reading and 
proofs. That cursed battle of Jena is like to cost me more time than 
it did Bonaparte to gain it. I met Colonel Ferguson about one, to 
see his dogs run. It is a sport I have loved well, but now, I know 
Hot why, I find it little interesting. To be sure I used to gallop, and 
that i cannot now do. We bad good sport, however, and killed five 
hares. 1 felt excited during the chase, but the feeling was but mo- 
liieiitarv. My mind was immediately turned to other remembrances, 
and to pondering upon the change which had taken place in my own 
feelliigs. The day was positively heavenly, and the wild hillside, with 
our little coursing party, w’as beautiful to look at. Yet I felt like a 
man come from the dead, looking with indifference on that w^hieh in- 
terested him 'while living. So it must be 


“ When once life’s day is near the gloaming.” ^ 


M t dined at Huiitly Burn. Kind and comfortable as usual. 

Stpiembtr 24. — I made a rally to-day and 'WTote four pages, or 
nearly. Xever stirred abroad the whole day, but was made happy after 
diLiitu- by the return of Charles and Surtees full of their Irish jaunt, 
aiid Lapp} as young men are with the change of scene. To-morrow 
i Castle. I wonder wdiat I can do or say about 

I niu^rsities.^ One thing occurs — the distribution of bursaries 
oil } €i huritiii. lhat IS, I would have the presentations continue in 


J Api-rwards Jad^o In the Court of Ses=i( 
.rprn 1-4.^ author of O.Vjsis of ThouQht reflex 
i J Miit.m. etc. It was of this witty’ ai 
Lockhart wrote the’spo] 

" -ysyikt p,ii«r Lard P^ter. 

tti iawi otasi shd xnaa acd sxetie. 


Lord Robertson died in 1855. 

2 .Vet in. Sc. 3. 

2 One of Scott’s old High School mates. — 
Life, Tol. i. p. 163. 

Burns's Lpistle to J. Smith. 
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tlie present patrons, but exact that those presented should be quali- 
fied by success in their literary attainments and distinction acquired 
at school to hold these scholarships. This seems to be following out 
the idea of the founders, who, doubtless, intended the furthering of 
good literature. To give education to dull mediocrity is a fling- 
ing of the children’s bread to dogs — it is sharpening a hatchet on a 
razor-strop, which renders the strop useless, and does no good to the 
hatchet. Well, something we will do. 

September 25. — Morning spent in making up proofs and copy. 
Set out for Melville Castle with Jane, who goes on to her mother at 
Edinburgh. 

Found Lord and Lady M. in great distress. Their son Robert is 
taken ill at a Russian town about 350 miles from Moscow — danger- 
ously ill. The distance increases the extreme distress of the parents, 
who, however, bore it like themselves. I was glad to spend a day 
upon the old terms with such old friends, and believe my being with 
them, even in this moment of painful suspense, as it did not dimin- 
ish the kindness of my reception, certainly rather seemed to divert 
them from the cruel subject. 

Dr. Nicoll, Principal of St. Andrews, dined— a very gentlemanlike 
sensible man. We spoke of the visitation, of granting degrees, of 
public examinations, of abolishing the election of professors by 
the Senatus Academicus (a most pregnant source of jobs), and 
much beside — but all desultory — and Lord M. had either nothing 
particular to say to me, or was too much engrossed with his family 
distress to enter upon it. He proposes to be here in the end of 
October. 

September 26. — Returned to Abbotsford after breakfast. Here is 
a cool thing of my friend J. W. C[roker]. The Duke of Clarence, 
dining at the Pavilion wdth the King, happened by choice or circum- 
stance to sit lower than usual at the table, and being at that time on 
bad terms with the Board of Admiralty, took an opportunity to say, 
that were he king he would do all that away, and assume the office of 
Lord High Admiral. “Your R.H. may act with great prudence,” 
said C[roker]. “ The last monarch who did so w^as James ii.” Pres- 
ently after H.M. asked what they were talking of. “ It’s only his 
R.H. of C.,” answered C[roker], “who is so condescending as to tell 
us what he will do when he is king.” 

A long letter from R. P. Gillies. I wonder how even he could 
ask me to announce myself as the author of Annotations on Gerjimn 
Novels which he is to write. 

September 27. — A day of honest labour — but hadng much to read, 
proofs to send ofl, etc., I was only able to execute my task by three 
o’clock p.M. Then I went to direct the cutting of wood along the 
road in front of the house. Dined at Chiefswood with Captain and 
Mrs. Hamilton, Lady Lucy Whitmore, their guest, and neighbours 
from Gattonside and Huntly Burn. 
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Stpiemkr 28.— Another hard brush, and finished four pages by 
twelve o\-lock, then drove out to Cowdenknowes, for a morning visit. 
The house is ancient and curious, though modernised by vile improve- 
iiieiits of a modern roof and windows. The inhabited part has over 
lilt* principal door the letters S. 1. H. V. I. H. The first three indicate 
probahiv Sir John Hume, but what are we to make of the rest? I 
vull look at them more heedfully one day. There is a large room 
said to have been built for the reception of Queen Mary; if so, it has 
bi tai much modernised. The date on the door is 1576, which would 
fiiot] bear out the tradition. The last two letters probably signify 
Lidv Hume’s name, but what are we to make of the F? Dr. Hume 
thinks it means Uxor, but why should that word be in Latin and the 
rest in Scutch i 

Returned to dinner, corrected proofs, and hope still to finish aii- 
oihcr leaf, being in light working humour. Finished the same ac- 
cordingly. 

[.Ukts/ord,] Septeiuber 29. — A sort of zeal of working has seized 
me, which* 1 must avail myself of. No dejection of mind, and no 
tremor of nerves, for which God be humbly thanked. My spirits are 
neitlier low nor high — grave, I think, and quiet — a complete twilight 
of the mind. 

Good news of John Lockhart from Lady Montagu, who most kind- 
ly wrote on that interesting topic. 

I wrote five pages, nearly a double task, yet wandered for three 
hours, axe in hand, superintending the thinning of the home plant- 
ing. That does good too. I feel it give steadiness to my mind. 
\\ omen, it is said, go mad much seldomer than men. I fancy, if this 
be true, it is in some degree owing to the little manual works in which 
they are cunstautly employed, which regulate in some degree the cur- 
rent of ideas, as the pendulum regulates the motion of the timepiece. 

I d»j liut kiioNv if this is sense or nonsense, but I am sensible that if 
I were in solitary confinement, without either the power of taking ex- 
ercise or employing myself in study, six months would make me a 
iiiadinan or an idiot. 

Sepitinkr *30. — M rote four pages. Honest James Ballantyne 
came about live. I had been cutting wood for two hours. He 
br**iiglit his child, a remarkably fine boy, well-bred, quiet, and amia- 
ble. James and I had a good comfortable chat, the boys being at 
tiaituiiside Huuse. I am gkd to see him bear up against misfortune 
like a iuan. Bread we shall eat, or white or brown,” that’s the 
iiiuKil uf it, Master Muggins. 


OCTOBER 


October 1. — Wrote my task, then walked from one till half-past 
four. Dogs took a hare. They always catcli one on Sunday — a Puri- 
tan would say the devil Avas in them. I think I shall get more done 
this evening. I would fain conclude the volume at the Treaty of 
Tilsit, which will make it a pretty long one, by the by. J. B. ex- 
pressed himself much pleased w'ith Nap., which gives me much cour- 
age. He is gloomy enough when things are not well. And then I 
will try something at my Canongate. They talk about the pitcher go- 
ing to the Tvell ; but if it goes not to the well, how shall we get water ? 
It will bring home none when it stands on the shelf, I trow. In lit- 
erature, as in love, courage is half the battle. 

*‘The public born to be controlled 
Stoops to the forward and the bold.” 

October 2. — Wrote my task. Went out at one and wrought in 
the wood till four. I was made happy by a letter from my nephew, 
little AValter, as we used to call him, from his age and size, compared 
to those of his cousin. He has been kindly received at Bombay by 
the Governor Mountstuart Elphinstone, and by Sir Thomas Bradford. 
He is taking his ground, I think, prudently, and is likely to get on. 
Already first Lieutenant of Engineers — that is* well to begin with. 

Colonel Ferguson, Miss Margaret, and some ladies, friends of 
theirs, dine, also Mr. and Mrs. Laidlaw, and James Laidlaw, and voung 
Mr. N. Milne. 

October 3. — I wrote my task as usual, but, strange to tell, there is 
a want of paper. I expect some to-day. In the meantime, to avoid 
all quarrel wfith Dame Duty, I cut up some other leaves into the usual 
statutory size. They say of a fowl that if you draw a chalk line on 
a table, and lay chick-a-diddle down with his bill upon it, the poor 
thing wull imagine himself opposed by an insurmountable barrier, 
which he will not attempt to cross. Suchlike are one-half of the ob- 
stacles which serve to interrupt our best resolves, and such is my pre- 
tended want of paper. It is like Sterne's want of sous when he went 
to relieve the Pauvre Honteux. 

October 4. — I ought to record with gratitude to God Almighty the 
continued health of body and mind, which He hath vouchsafed to grant 
me. I have had of late no accesses either of bile or of nervous aliec- 
tion, and by mixing exercise with literary labour, I have escaped the 
tremor cordis which on other occasions has annoyed me cruelly. I 
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wfiit to the inspection of the Selkirkshire Yeomanry, by Col. Thorn- 
hilh "til Hussars. The Colonel is a remarkably fine-looking man, and 
ha/ a i^ood address. His brow bears tokens of tfie fatigues of war. 
He is a threat falconer, and has promised to fly his hawks on Friday 
for iiiv amnsemeiit, and to spend the day at Abbotsford. The young 
Oiike of B. was on the field looking at the corps, most of whom are 
his leiiaiits. Thev did very well, and are fine, smart young men, and 
well mounted. Too few of them though, which is a pity. The ex- 
ercise is a work which in my time I have loved well. 

Finished mv task at night. 

October 5.— I was thinking this morning that my time glided 
awav ill a singularly monotonous manner, like one of those dark grey 
days which neither promise sunshine nor threaten rain ; too melan- 
fholv for enjoyment, too tranquil for repining. But this day has 
brought a change which somewhat shakes my philosophy. I find by 
a letter from J. Gibson that I 7nai/ go to London without danger, and 
if I maw I in a manner must^ to examine the papers in the Secretary of 
State Voffice about Bon. when at Saint Helena. The opportunity having 
been offered must be accepted, and yet I had much rather stay at home. 
F^ven the prospect of seeing Sophia and Lockhart must be mingled 
w ith pain, yet this is foolish too. Lady Hamilton^ writes me that Pozzo 
di Borgo,® the Russian Minister at Paris, is willing to communicate 
to me some particulars of Bonaparte’s early life. Query — might I 
not go on there ? In for a penny, in for a pound. I intend to take 
Anne with me, and the pleasure will be great to her, who deserves 
much at mv hand. 

October 6. — Charles and his friend Surtees left us this morning. 

Went to see Colonel Thornhill’s hawks fly. Some part of the 
amusement is very beautiful, particularly the first flight of the hawks, 
when they sweep so beautifully round the company, jingling their 
hells from time to time, and throwing themselves into the most 
elegant positions as they gaze about for their prey. But I do not 
wonder that the impatience of modern times has renounced this ex- 
pensive and precarious mode of sporting. The hawks are liable to 
various misfortunes, and are besides addicted to fly away; one of ours 
w'as fairly lost for the day, and one or two went off without permis- 
sion, but returned. We killed a crow and frightened a snipe. There 
are, however, ladies and gentlemen enough to make a gallant show on 
the top of Mint law Ivipps. The falconer made a fine figure — a hand- 
some and active young fellow with the falcon on his wrist. The 
Coionel vas most courteous, and named a hawk after me, which was 
a compliment. The hawks are not named till they have merited that 
distinction. ^ I walked about six miles and was not fatigued. 

There dined with us Colonel Thornhill, Clifton, young Whytbank, 


of the illustrious Admiral 
ri \v-fe of Sir Hew Hamilton Dal- 

>Le died ]ij 1852. 


2 This implacable enemy of Napoleon, — a 
in his seventy-fourth year in 
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Spencer Stanhope, and his brother, with Miss Tod and mv old friend 
Locker,^ Secretary to Greenwich Hospital. We did nol break up 
the party till one in the morning, and were very well amused. 

October 7. — A w^eary day of rain. Locker and I chatted from 
time to time, and I wrought not at Boney^ but upon the prose works, 
of which I will have a volume ready to send in on Monday. I got a 
letter from J ohn Gibson, with an oSer by Longman for Xapoleom of 
ten thousand five hundred guineas,^ which I have advised them to 
accept. Also I hear there is some doubt of my getting to London, 
from the indecision of these foolish Londoners. 

I don’t care whether I go or no ! And yet it is unpleasant to see 
how one’s motions depend on scoundrels like these. Besides, I would 
like to be there, were it but to see how the cat jumps. One knows 
nothing of the world, if you are absent from it so long as I have 
been. 

October 8. — Locker left me this morning. He is of opinion the 
ministry must soon assume another form, but that the Whigs will not 
come in. Lord Liverpool holds much by Lord Melville — well in point 
of judgment — and by the Duke of Wellington — still better, but then 
the Duke is a soldier — a bad education for a statesman in a free 
country. The Chancellor is also consulted by the Premier on all law 
affairs. Canning and Huskisson are at the head of the other party, 
who may be said to have taken the Cabinet by storm, through sheer 
dint of talent. I should like to see how these ingredients are work- 
ing ; but by the grace of God, I will take care of putting my finger 
into the cleft stick. 

Locker has promised to get my young cousin Walter Scott on 
some quarter-deck or other. 

Received from Mr. Cadell the second instalment advance of cash 
on Canongate. It is in English bills and money, in case of my going 
to town. 

October 9. — A gracious letter from Messrs. Abud and Son, bill- 
brokers, etc. ; assure Mr. Gibson that they will institute no legal pro- 
ceedings against me for four or five weeks. And so I am permitted 
to spend my money and my leisure to improve the means of paying 
them their debts, for that is the only use of my present journey. They 
are Jews: I suppose the devil baits for Jews with a pork griskin. 
Were I not to exert myself, I w'onder where their money is to come 
from. 

A letter from Gillies menacing the world with a foreign miscel- 


1 E. H. Locker, Esq., then Secretan', after- 
wards one of the Commissioners of Greenwich. 
Hospital— an old and dear friend of Scott’s.— 
See Oct. 25. 

2 As an illustration of Constable’s accuracy 
in gauging the value of literary property, it 
may be stated that in his formal declaration, 
after sequestration, he said: — ‘‘I was so san- 


guine as to the success of the Memoirs of Xa- 
poleon that I did not hesitate to express :i as 
my opinion that I had much confidence in it 
producing him at least £10.000. and this I ob- 
ser\'ed, as my expectation, to Sir W. Scott.'’ 
This opinion was expressed no: only before the 
sale of the work, but before it was ail written.— 
A. Constable and his Correspande7its^ voL iii 
p. 313. 
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liiiv The plan h a good one, but “he canna baud it,” as John 
inlie* & 1 VS * He will think all is done when he has got a set of 
n iiriU ‘iiici‘iic will find the difficulty consists not in that, but in get- 
tiriL^ ailicles. I wrote on the prose works. 

f ord ami Lady Minto dined and spent the night at Abbotsford. 
(ktokr 10.~-\Vcll, I must prepare for going to London, and per- 
li'ir>s to Paris. The morning frittered away. I slept till eight 
oVloek then our guests till twelve ; then walked out to direct some 
iherations on thequarrv, which I think may at little expense be ren- 
dered a pretty recess. "Wordswmrth swears by an old quarry, and is 
iii stuiie deirree a supreme authority on such points. Rain came on ; 
returned eolnpletelv wet. I had next the displeasure to find that I 
Lad lost the conclusion of vol. v. of Napoleon, seven or eight pages 
at least, which I shall have to write over again, unless I can find it. 
Well, as Othello says, “that’s not much.” My cousin James Scott 
came to dinner. 

I liave great unwillingness to set out on this journey ; I almost 
think it ominous ; but 

They that look to freits, my master dear, 

Their freits will follow them.” ^ 

I will stick to my purpose. Answered a letter from Gillies about 
establishing a foreign journal ; a good plan, but I fear in sorry hands. 
Of tliosc lie names" as bis assistants they who can be useful will do 
little, and the labours of those who are willing to work -wdll rather 
hold the ])ubIication down. I fear it will not do. 

I am downhearted about leaving all my things, after I was quietly 
settled ; it is a kind of disrooting that recalls a thousand painful ideas 
of former happier journeys. And to he at the mercy of these fel- 
lows I Hod help — but rather God bless — man must help himself. 

October 11. — 'We are ingenious self - tormentors. This journey 
aiiiiovs me more than anything of the kind in my life. My wife’s 
tiirure seems to stand before me, and her voice is in my ears — “ Scott, 
do not go.” It half frightens me. Strong throbbing at my heart, 
a!i‘l a disposition to be very sick. It is just the effect of so many 
feelings which bad been lulled asleep by the uniformity of ray life, 
bill whieli awaken on any new subject of agitation. Poor, poor Cliar- 
L)ne!I I cannot daub it further. I get incapable of arranging my 
papers too. I will go out for lialf-an-hour. God relieve me I 

I quelled this hysterica passio by pushing a walk towards Kaesicle 
and back again, but when I returned I still felt uncomfortable, and 
all tlie papers I wanted were out of the way, and all those I did not 
want seemed to place themselves under my fingers ; my cash, accord- 
ing to the nature of riches in general, made to itself wings and fled, 
I virily believe from one hiding-place to another. To appease this 


^ Another of the Abbotsford labourers. 


s See Ballad of Edom of Gordon. 
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insurrection of the papers, I gave up putting my things in order till 
to-morrow morning. 

Dined at Kippielaw with a party of neighbours. They had cigars 
for me, very politely. But I must break folks off this. I would 
[not] willingly be like old Dr. Parr, or any such quiz, who has bis 
tastes and whims, forsooth, that must be gratified. So no cigars on 
the journey. 

October 12.^ — Reduced my rebellious papers to order. Set out 
after breakfast, and reached Carlisle at eight o’clock at night. 

Rokeby Park, October 13. — -were off before seven, and visit- 
ing Appleby Castle by the way (a most interesting and curious 
place), we got to Morritt’s^ about half-past four, where we had as 
warm a welcome as one of the warmest hearts in the world could 
give an old friend. I saw his nephew’s wife for the first time, a 
very pleasing young person. It was great pleasure to me to see 
Morritt happy in the midst of his family circle, undisturbed, as here- 
tofore, by the sickness of any dear to him. 

On recalling my own recollections during my journey I may note 
that I found great pleasure in my companion’s conversation, as well 
as in her inode of managing all her little concerns on the road. I 
am apt to judge of character by good-humour and alacrity in these 
petty concerns. I think the inconveniences of a journey seem great- 
er to me than formerly ; while, on the other hand, the pleasures it 
affords are rather less. The ascent of Stainmore seemed duller and 
longer than usual, and Bowes, which used to strike me as a distin- 
guished feature, seemed an ill-formed mass of rubbish, a great deal 
lower than I had supposed ; yet I have seen it twenty times at least. 
On the other hand, what I lose in my own personal feelings I gain 
in those of my companion, who shows an intelligent curiosity and in- 
terest in what she sees. I enjoy therefore, reflectively, veluti hi 
S 2 oeculo^ the sort of pleasure to which I am now less accessible. 

October 14. — Strolled about in the morning with Morritt, and saw 


1 “ On the 12th of October, Sir Walter left 
Abbotsford for London, where he had been 
promised access to the papers in the Govern- 
ment offices; and thence he proceeded to Paris, 
in the hope of gathering from various eminent 
persons authentic anecdotes concerning Napo- 
leon. His Diary shows that he was successful 
in obtaining many valuable materials for the 
completion of his historical work; and reflects, 
with sufficient distinctness, the very brilliant 
reception he on this occasion experienced both 
in London and Paris. The range of his society 
is strikingly (and unconsciously) exemplified 
in the record of one day, when we find him 
breakfasting at the Royal Lodge in Windsor 
Park, and supping on oysters and porter in 
‘honest Dan Terry's house, like a squirrel’s 
cage,’ above the Adelphi Theatre in the Strand. 
There can be no doubt that this expedition was 
in many ways serviceable in his Life, of Napo- 
leon'., and I think as little that it was chiefly so 
by renewing his spirits. The deep and respect- 

12 


ful sympathy with which his misfortunes, and 
gallant behaviour under them, had been re- 
garded by all classes of men at home and 
abroad, was brought home to his perception 
in a way not to be mistaken. He was cheered 
and gratified, and returned to Scotland 'with 
renewed hope and courage for the prosecution 
of his marvellous course of industry.” — Life., 
voL ix. pp. 2, 3. 

2 John B. Saurey Horritt of Rokeby, a friend 
of twenty years’ ' standing, and “one of the 
most accomplished men that ever shared 
Scott’s confidence.” 

He had published, before making Scott’s ac- 
quaintance. a Tindicaiion of Homer, in 1798. a 
treatise on The Topography of Troy. 1500, and 
translations and imitations of the minor Greek 
Poets in 1S02. 

Mr. Morritt survived his friend lill February 
12th, 1843, when he died at Rokeby Park. York- 
shire, in his seventy-second year. — See Life 
throughout. 
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liL new walk op the Tees, which he is just concocting. Got a pam- 
phlet he lias written on the Catholic Question. In 1806 he had other 
views 00 that subject, but “ live and learn ” as they say. One of his 
s«|iiiks aitainst Fox and Grenville’s Administration concludes— 

“ Though they sleep with the devil, yet theirs is the hope, 

On the scum of old England, to rise with the Pope.” 


8i‘t off at two, and reached Wetherby to supper and bed. 

It was the Corporation of Leeds that by a subscription of £80,000 
firoiight in the anti-Catholic candidate. I remember their subscrib- 
ing a similar sum to bring in Morritt, if he would have stood.^ 

^ Saw in Morritt’s possession an original miniature of Milton by 
( \Mipcr— a valuable thing indeed. The pedigree seemed authentic. 
It was painted for his favourite daughter — had come into possession 
of some of the Davenants — was then in the. Devonshire collection 
from which it was stolen. Afterwards purchased by Sir Joshua Rey- 
nolds, and at his sale by Morritt or his father.’ The countenance 
handsome and dignified, with a strong expression of genius, probably 
the only portrait of Milton taken from the life excepting the drawing 
fritiri wliich Faithonie’s head is done. 

October 15. — Old England is no changeling. It is 
io!ig since I travelled this road, having come up to town chiefly by 
sea of late years, but things seem much the same. One race of red- 
nosed innkeepers are gone, and their wudows, eldest sons, or head- 
waiters exercise hospitality in their room with the same bustle and 
importance. Other things seem, externally at least, much the same. 
The land, however, is much better ploughed; straight ridges every- 
where adopted in place of the old circumflex of twenty years ago. 
Three horses, however, or even four, are often seen in a plough yoked 
one before the other. Ill habits do not go out at once. We slept at 
Grantham, where we met with Captain William Lockhart and his lady, 
bound for London like ourselves. 

[Bigglesicade,] October 16. — Visited Burleigh this morning ; the 
first time I ever saw that grand place, where there are so many ob- 
jects of interest and curiosity. The house is magnificent, in the style 
of James i.'s reign, and consequently in mixed Gothic. Of paintings 
I know nt (thing ; so shall attempt to say nothing. But whether to 
cmiioisseurs^ or to an ignorant admirer like myself, the Salvator 
Muiidi, by Carlo Dolci, must seem worth a King’s ransom. Lady 
Exeter, who was at home, had the goodness dr curiosity to wish to 
see us. She is a beauty after my own heart ; a great deal of liveli- 
ness m the face ; an absence alike of form and of affected ease, and 
really^eoiirteons after a genuine and ladylike fashion. 

We reached Biggleswade to-night at six, and paused here to wait 
for the Lockharts. Spent the evening together. 


2 MF.. note on margin of Journal by Mr. Mor- 
r.il; -Xo— it was left by Reynolds to Mason, 


by Mason to Burgh, and given to me by Mr. 
Burgh’s widow.” 
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\Pall October 17. — Here am I in tliis capital once more, 

after an April-weatlier meeting with my daughter and Lockhart. Too 
much grief in our first meeting to be joyful ; too much pleasure to 
be distressing — a giddy sensation between the painful and the pleas- 
urable. I will call another subject. 

Read over Sir John Chiverton^ and BramhleUje House ^ — novels 
in what I may surely claim as the style 

“Which I was born to introduce — 

Refined it first, and show’d its use.” 

They are both clever books ; one in imitation of the days of chivalry ; 
the other (by Horace Smith, one of the authors of the Rejected Ad- 
dresses) dated in the time of the Civil Wars, and introducing histori- 
cal characters. I read both with great interest during the journey. 

I am something like Captain BobadiP who trained up a hundred 
gentlemen to fight very nearly, if not altogether, as well as myself. 
And so far I am convinced of this, that I believe were I to publish 
the Canongate Chronicles without my name {nom de guerre, I mean) 
the event Tvould be a corollary to the fable of the peasant who made 
the real pig squeak against the imitator, while the sapient audience 
hissed the poor grunter as if inferior to the biped m his own lan- 
guage. The peasant could, indeed, confute the long-eared multitude 
by showing piggy ; but were I to fail as a knight with a white and 
maiden shield, and then vindicate my claim to attention by putting 
“ By the Author of Waverley ” in the title, my good friend Puhli- 
cum would defend itself by stating I had tilted so ill, that my* course 
had not the least resemblance to my former doings, when indisputa- 
bly I bore aw^ay the garland. Therefore I am as firmly and resolute- 
ly determined that I will tilt under my own cognisance. The hazard, 
indeed, remains of being beaten. But there is a prejudice (not an 
undue one neither) in favour of the original patentee ; and Joe Man- 
ton’s name has borne out many a sorry gun-barrel. More of this to- 
morrows 


Expense of journey £41 0 0 

Anne, pocket-money '. 5 0 0 

Servants on journey 2 0 0 

Cash in purse (silver not reckoned) 2 0 0 

dSoO 0 0 


1 Chiverton was the first publication (anony- 
mous) of Hr. W. Harrison Ainsworth, the au- 
thor of Rockwood and other popular romances. 

— J. G. L. 

2 It is interesting to know that Scott would 
not read this book until Woodstock was fairly 
off his hands. 

Sec ante, p. 107, and the introduction to the 
original edition written in March, 1826. in which 
the author says; — “Some accidental collision 
there must be, when works of a similar char- 
acter are finished on the same general system 


of historical manners, and the same historical 
personages are introduced. Of course, if such 
have occurred. I shall be probably the sufferer. 
But my intentions have been at least innocent, 
since I look on it as one of the advantages at- 
tending the conclusion of that the 

finishing of my own task will permit me to 
have the pleasure of reading Bram:bi,etye- 
HorsK, from which I have hitherto conscien- 
tiously abstained.'' — Xovels, yol. xx.xi.v. pp. 
Ixxv-vi. 

* Ben Jonson, Every Man in his Humour, 
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Tliis is like to be an expensive journey ; but if I can sell an early 
eonv of the work to a French translator, it should bring me home. 

^ Thank God, little. Johnnie Hoo, as he calls himself, is looking 
well tliongh thJ poor dear child is kept always in a prostrate posture. 

Oeioher 18.— I take up again my remarks on imitators. I am sure 
I mean the gentlemen no wrong by calling them so, and heartily wush 
tlipy had followed a better model; but it serves to show me veluti in 
yk-hih mv own errors, or, if you will, those of the style. One advan- 
tage, I think, I still have over all of them. They may do their fool- 
ing with better grace ; but I, like Sir Andrew Agueebeek, do it more 
natural.* They\avc to read old books and consult antiquarian col- 
lections to get their knowledge; I write because I have long since 
read sucli works, and possess, thanks to a strong memory, the infor- 
mal ii.n whicli they have to seek for. This leads to a dragging-in his- 
turieal details by head and shoulders, so that the interest of the main 
piece is lost in minute descriptions of events which do not affect its 
progress. Perhaps I have sinned in this way myself ; indeed, I am 
buUoo conscious of having considered the plot only as what Bayes ^ 
calls the means of bringing in fine things ; so that in respect to the 
descriptions, it resembled the string of the showman’s box, which he 
[mils to show in succession Kings, Queens, the Battle of Waterloo, 
Bonaparte at Saint Helena, Newmarket Races, and White-headed 
Bnb lioored by Jemmy from town. All this I may have done, but 
I have repented of it ; and in my better efforts, while I conducted my 
story tliroogli the agency of historical personages, and by connecting 
it with liistorieal incidents, I have endeavoured to weave them pretty 
closely together, and in future I will study this more. Must not let 
the background eclipse the principal figures — the frame overpower 
the picture. 

Another thing in my favour is, that iny contemporaries steal too 
openly. Mr. Smith has inserted in Bramhletije House whole pages 
from Defoe’s Fire and Plague of London. 


“Steal! foh! a fico for the phrase — 
Convey, the wise it call!”* 


When 1 convey an incident or so, I am at as much pains to avoid 
detection as if the offence could be indicted in literal fact at the Old 

Bailov. 

But leaving this, hard pressed as I am by these imitators, who 
must put the thing out of fashion at last, I consider, like a fox at his 
last shifts, wdiether there be a way to dodge them, some new device 
tv> throw them off, and have a mile or two of free ground, while I 
have legs and wind left to use it. There is one way to give novelty : 
to depend for success on the interest of a well-contrived story. But 
woes me! that requires thought, consideration— the writing out a 


5 Nighf, Act n. Sc. 3. 

s UfbtarmCxa 111 . Sc- X. 


3 Merry TVives^ Act i. Sc. 3, 
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regular plan or plot — above all the adhering to one — which I never 
can do, for the ideas rise as I write, and bear such a dispropor- 
tioned extent to that which each occupied at the first concoction, tliat 
(cocksnowns !) I shall never be able to take the trouble ; and yet to 
make the world stare, and gain a new march ahead of them ail I ! ! 
■\Vell, something we still will do. 

“Liberty’s in every blow; 

Let us do or die!” 

Poor Rob Burns ! to tack thy fine strains of sublime patriotism ! 
Better take Tristram Shandy’s vein. Hand me my cap and bells 
there. So now, I am equipped. I open my raree-show with 

Ma’am, will you walk in, and fal de ral diddle? 

And, sir, will you stalk in, and fal de ral diddle? 

And, miss, will you pop in, and fal de ral diddle ? 

And, master, pray hop in, and fal de ral diddle? 


Query — How long is it since I heard that strain of dulcet mood, and 
where or how came I to pick it up ? It is not mine, though by your 
smiling you seem to say so.” ^ Here is a proper morning's work I 
But I am childish with seeing them all well and happy here ; and as 
I can neither whistle nor sing, I must let the giddy humour- run to 
waste on paper. 

Sallied forth in the morning; bought a hat. Met S[ir] ■\V[illiam] 
K[nighton],' from whose discourse I guess that Malachi has done me 
no prejudice in a certain quarter ; with more indications of the times, 
which I need not set down. 

Sallied again after breakfast, and visited the Piccadilly ladies.^ 
Saw Rogers and Richard Sharp, also good Dr. and Mrs.' Hughes, also 
the Duchess of Buckingham, and Lady Charlotte Bury, with a most 
beautiful little girl. [Owen] Rees breakfasted, and agreed I should 
have what the Frenchman has offered for the advantage of translat- 
ing Napoleon which, being a hundred guineas, will help my ex- 
penses to town and down again. 

October 19. — I rose at my usual time, but could not write; so 
read Southey’s History of the Peninsular War. It is very good in- 
deed, — honest English principle in ever}’^ line; but there are many 
prejudices, and there is a tendency to augment a work already too 
long by saying all that can be said of the history of ancient times 
appertaining to every place mentioned. What care we whether Sar- 
agossa be derived from Caesarea Augusta? Could he have proved it 
to be iS'umantium, there would have been a concatenation accordingly.*^ 


1 Hamlet^ Act ii. Sc. 2. 

2 Sir Walter had made his acquaintance in 
August, 1822, and ever afterwards they corre- 
sponded with each other — sometimes very con- 
fidentially. — J. G. L. 

5* The Dumergues, at 15 Piccadilly West— 


earlv friends of Ladv Scott's.— See Life, vol. ii. 

p. 120. 

* It is amusing to eorap.'ire this crit ieisni vvnh 
Sir Walter's own anxieiy to identify his daugh- 
ter-in-law's place. Lochore. with ilie Urbs Orrea 
of the P.oman writers. See Life, voL vii. p. 
352.— J. G. L. 
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Breakfasted at Rogers’ with Sir Thomas Lawrence ; Luttrell, the 
^eat London wit;^ Richard Sharp, etc. Sam made us merry with 
Ml account of some part of Rose’s Ariosto \ proposed that the Italian 
should be printed on the other side for the sake of assisting the im 
dolent reader to understand the English ; and complained of his us- 
ing more than once the phrase of a lady having “ voided her saddle,” 
wMch would certainly sound extraordinary at Apothecaries’ Hall. 
Well, well, Rose carries a dirk too." The morning was too dark for 
Wesininster Abbey, which we had projected. 

I went to the Foreign Office, and am put by Mr. Wilmot Horton 
into the hands of a confidential clerk, Mr. Smith, who promises ac- 
cess to everything. Then saw Croker, who gave me a bundle of doc- 
uments. Sir George Cockburn promises his despatches and journal. 
In short, I have ample prospect of materials. 

Dined with Mrs. Coutts. Tragi-comic distress of my good friend 
on the marriage of her presumptive heir with a daughter of Lucien 
Bonaparte. 

Ocidbtr 20. — Commanded down to pass a day at Windsor. This 
is very kind of His Majesty. 

At breakfast, Crofton Croker, author of the Irish Fairy Tales — 
little as a dwarf, keen - eyed as a hawk, and of very prepossessing 
manners. Something like Tom Moore. There were also Terry, Al- 
lan Cunningham, Newton, and others. Now I must go to work. 

Went down to Windsor, or rather to the Lodge in the Forest, 
which, though ridiculed by connoisseurs, seems to be no bad speci- 
men of a royal retirement, and is delightfully situated. A kind of 
cottage orn^e — too large perhaps for the style — ^but yet so managed 
that in the walks you only see parts of it at once, and these well 
composed and grouping with immense trees. His Majesty received 
me with the same mixture of kindness and courtesy which has al- 
ways distinguished his conduct towards me. There was no company 
beside the royal retinue — Lady C[onyngham], her daughter, and 
two or three other ladies. After we left table, there was excellent 
music by the Royal Band, who lay ambushed in a green-house ad- 
joining the apartment. The Bang made me sit beside him and talk 
a great deal — too muck, perhaps — for he has the art of raising one’s 
spirits, and making you forget the retenue which is prudent every- 
where, especially at court. But he converses himself with so much 
ease and elegance, that you lose thoughts of the prince in admiring 
the w’ell-bred and accomplished gentleman. He is, in many respects, 
the model of a British monarch — ^has little inclination to try experi- 


1 111 ft brilliant conversationalist was the au- 
IliLr uf several airy and graceful productions in 
verse, iflisch were published anonymouslv 
as Liwi icrittai atAmptkill Park, in 1818 ; 
Adncf te Julia, a Letter in Rhyme, in vhichhe 
skatcheii high l.fe in London, in 1820. He also 
palLEhed Cryckford JSTcwc, a rhapsody, in 1827. 


Moore in his Diary has embalmed numerous 
examples of his satiric wit. Henry Luttrell 
died in 1851. 

- The 0 rlando Furioso, by Mr. Stewart Rose, 
w’as published in 8 vols. 8vo, London, 1823- 
1831, 
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ments on government otherwise than through his ministers — sincere- 
ly, I believe, desires the good of his subjects, is kind towards the dis- 
tressed, and moves and speaks “ every inch a king.-’^ I am sure 
such a man is fitter for us than one who would long to head armies, 
or be perpetually intermeddling with la grande politique, A sort of 
reserve, which creeps on him daily, and prevents his going to places 
of public resort, is a disadvantage, and prevents his being so gener- 
ally popular as is earnestly to be desired. This, I think, was much 
increased by the behaviour of the rabble in the brutal insanity of tlie 
Queen’s trial, when John Bull, meaning the best in the world, made 
such a beastly figure. 

October 21. — Walked in the morning with Sir William Knighton, 
and had much confidential chat, not fit to be here set down, in case 
of accidents. He undertook most kindly to recommend Charles, when 
lie has taken his degree, to be attached to some of the diplomatic 
missions, which I think is best for the lad after all. After breakfast 
went to Windsor Castle, met by appointment my daughters and Lock- 
hart, and examined the improvements going on there under Mr. Wy- 
attville, who appears to possess a great deal of taste and feeling for 
Gothic architecture. The old apartments, splendid enough in extent 
and proportion, are paltry in finishing. Instead of being lined with 
heart of oak, the palace of the British King is hung with paper, 
painted wainscot colour. There are some fine paintings and some 
droll ones ; among the last are those of divers princes of the House 
of Mecklenburg-Strelitz, of which Queen Charlotte was descended. 
They are ill-coloured, orang-outang-looking figures, with black eyes 
and hook-noses, in old-fashioned uniforms. 

We returned to a hasty dinner [in Pall Mall], and then hurried 
away to see honest Dan Terry’s house, called the Adelphi Theatre, 
where we saw the Filot^ from the American novel of that name. It 
is extremely popular, the dramatist having seized on the wPole story, 
and turned the odious and ridiculous parts, assigned by the original 
author to the British, against the Yankees themselves. There is a 
quiet effrontery in this that is of a rare and peculiar character. The 
Americans w^ere so much displeased, that they attempted a row — 
which rendered the piece doubly attractive to the seamen at Wap- 
ping, who came up and crowded the house night after night, to sup- 
port the honour of the British flag. After all, one must deprecate 
whatever keeps up ill-will betwixt America and the mother country ; 
and we in particular should avoid awakening painful recollections. 
Our high situation enables us to contemn petty insults and to make 
advances towards cordiality. I was, however, glad to see honest Dan’s 
theatre as full seemingly as it could hold. The heat was dreadful, 
and Anne was so very unwell that she was obliged to be carried into 
Terry’s house, — a curious dwelling, no larger than a squirrel's cage, 


» King Lear, Act it. Sc. G.—j. g. l. 
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wliicli he lias contrived to squeeze out of tlie vacant spaces of the 
theatre, and which is accessible by a most complicated combination 
of ktircases and small passages. Here we had rare good porter and 
ovsters after the play, and found Anne much better. She had at- 
tempted too much ; indeed I myself was much fatigued. 

October :22.— This morning Drs. Gooch, Shaw, and Yates break- 
fasted, and had a consultation about wee Johnnie. They give us 
grt^at hopes that his health will be established, but the seaside or the 
coHiitry seem indispensable. Mr. Wilmot Horton,' Tinder Secretary 
of State, also breakfasted. He is full of some new plan of relieving 
the poor’s-rates by encouraging emigration. But John Bull will 
think this savours of Botany Bay. The attempt to look the poor’s- 
rates in the face is certainly meritorious. 

Laboured in writing and marking extracts to be copied from break- 
fast to dinner, with the exception of an hour spent in telling Johnnie 
the history of his namesake, Gilpin. 

Mr. William and Mrs. Lockhart dined with us. Tom Moore^ and 
Sir Thomas Lawrence came in the evening, which made a pleasant 
mirie. Smoke my French — Egad, it is time to air some of my vo- 
cabulary. It is, 1 find, cursedly musty. 

October 23. — Sam Rogers and Moore breakfasted here, and we 
Were very merry fellows. Moore seemed disposed to go to France 
with us. I visited the Admiralty, and got Sir George Cockburn’s 
juiirnal, which is valuable.’* Also visited Lady Elizabeth and Sir 
Cliaries Stewart. My heart warmed to the former, on account of the 
old Ikilcarres connection. Sir Charles and she were very kind and 
coiimmiiicative. I foresee I will he embarrassed with more commu- 
liii'utions than I can well use or trust to, coloured as they must he by 
tht* passions of those who make them. Thus I have a statement 
from the Duchess d’Escars, to which the Bonapartists would, I dare 
sjiv, give no credit. If Talleyrand, for example, could he communi- 
cative, he must have ten thousand reasons for perverting the truth, 
and yet a person receiving a direct communication from him would 
be almost barred from disputing it. 


“ Sing tantararara, rogues all.” 

We diiied at the Residentiary -house with good Dr. Hughes,' 


J Afterward- iLe Riglit Hon. Sir Robert Wil- 
Horton, Ouvornor of Cevlou. 

2 Moor.*, on !iear;ng of Scott's arrival, hast- 
iLoJ lu lA-cdoii from Sloportou, and had sev- 
♦ r.il jCri-wnt particularsof which are 

I' w n .a iiLS Inary ,vul. v. pp. 1*21 to 1*2G). He 
H Seou itay.s on the 2dd, have gone to 

yar*.-' them— "seemed disposed to go''- 
i it In that date and 25th fancied that he 
jaa ^wTij.th.Lg iii Scott's manner that made 
L ,:a Lto.uir. and tlien hiiallygive up the idea. 

friends had thrown out 
l.L*..' as la the anpropriety of such a political 
reproiaU; iurniing one of the party. This sus- 


picion on Moore’s part shows how he had mis- 
understood Scott’s real character. If Scott 
thought it right to ask the Bard of Ireland to 
he his companion, no hints from Mr. Wilmot 
Horton, or any members of the Court party, 
would have influenced him, even though they 
had urged that ‘‘this political reprobate” was 
author of T/ie Fudge Family in Paris and the 
Twopenny Post-Bag. 

3 Sir George died in 1S53. His journal does 
not appear to have been published. 

Dr. Hughes, who died Jan. 6, 1833, aged 
seventy-seven, w‘as one of the Canons-residen- 
tiary of St. Paul’s, London. He and Mrs. 
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Allan Cunningham, Sir Thomas Lawrence, and young Mr. Hughes. 
Thomas Pringle^ is returned from the Cape, and called in my ab- 
sence. He might have done well there, could he have scoured his 
brain of politics, but he must needs publish a \yhig journal at the 
Cape of Good Hope ! He is a worthy creature, but conceited withal 
— hiyic nice lackrymce. He brought me some antlers and a skin, in 
addition to others he had sent to Abbotsford four year since. Crof- 
ton Croker made me a present of a small box of curious Irish aiitii|- 
uities containing a gold fibula, etc., etc. 

Octoher 24. — Laboured in the morning. At breakfast Dr. Hol- 
land^ and Cohen, whom they now call Palgrave,^ a mutation of names 
which confused my recollections. Item, Moore. I w’orked at the 
Colonial Ofiice pretty hard. Dined with Mr. AVilmot Horton and 
his beautiful wife, the original of the ^^She walks in Beauty, etc., of 
poor Byron. 

The conversation is seldom excellent among official people. So 
many topics are what Otaheitians call taboo. AVe hunted dow'ii a 
pun or two, which were turned out, like the stag at the Epping Hunt, 
for the pursuit of all and sundry. Came home early, and was in bed 
by eleven. 

Octoher 25. — Good Mr. Wilson* and his wife at breakfast; also 
Sir Thomas Lawrence. LockeP came in afterwards, and made a pro- 
posal to me to give up his intended Life of George iii. in my favour 
on cause shown. I declined the proposal, not being of opinion that 
my genius lies that w^ay, and not relishing hunting in couples. Af- 
terwards went to the Colonial Office, and had Robert Hay’s assistance 
in my inquiries ; then to the French Ambassador for my passports. 
Picked up Sotheby, who endeavoured to saddle me for a review’ of 
his polyglot Virgil. I fear I shall scarce convince him that I know 
nothing of the Latin lingo. Sir R. H. Inglis, Richard Sharp, and 
other friends called. We dined at Miss Dumergue's, and spent a 
part of our soiree at Lydia White’s. To-raorrowq 

“ For France, for France, for it is more than need.” ® 


Hugjies were old friends of Sir Walter, who bad 
beerPgodfather to one of their grandchildren. 
— See Life, vol. vii. pp. 259-260. Their son was 
John Hughes, Esq., of Oriel College, whose 
“Itinerary of the Rhone” is mentioned with 
praise in the introduction to Quentin Durxcard. 
— See letter to Charles Scott in Life, vol. vii. 
p. 275. 

1 ilr. Pringle was a Roxburghshire farmer’s 
son who in youth attracted Sir Walter's notice 
by his poem called The Autumnal Excursion; 
or, Sketches in Teviofdale. He was for a short 
time Editor of Blackioood's Magazine, but the 
publisher and he had different politics, quar- 
relled, and parted. Sir Walter then gave Prin- 
gle strong recommendations to the late Lord 
Charles Somerset, Governor of the Cape of 
Good Hope, in which colony he settled, and for 
some years throve under the Governor’s pro- 


tection; but the newspaper alluded to in the 
text ruined his prospects at the Cape; be re- 
turned to England, became Secretary to lije 
Anti-Slavery Societ}-, published a charming lit- 
tle volume entitled African Sketches, and d^ed 
in December, lS3i. He was a man of amiable 
feelings and elegant genius. 

2 An esteemed friend of Sir Walter's, who at- 
tended on him during his illness in October 
1831, and in June, 1832. 

2 Afterwards Sir Francis Palgrave. Deputy- 
Keeper of the public records, and auii;ur of the 
History of Xormandy and En-jland. 4. vuls. 
Syo, 1S51-1S64. and other work.-?. 

4 William Wilson of Wandsworth Common, 
formerly of Wilsuntown. in Lanarkshire.— j.g.l. 

5 E. H. Locker, then Secretary oi Greenwich 
Hospital. — See ana. Oct. 7. 

« King John. Act l Sc. 1. 
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[Calais,] October 26.— Up at five, and in the packet by six. A 
fine passage—save at the conclusion, while we lay on and off the har- 
bour of Calais. But the tossing made no impression on my com- 
paiiiuii or me ; we ate and drank like dragons the whole way, and 
were able to manage a good supper and best part of a bottle of Cha- 
blis, at the classic Dessein’s, who received us with much courtesy. 

October 27.— Custom House, etc., detained us till near ten o’clock, 
so we had time to walk on the Boulevards, and to see the fortifica- 
tions, which must be very strong, all the country round being flat and 
marshy. Lost, as all know, by the bloody papist bitch (one must be 
vernacular when on French ground) Queen Mary, of red-hot memory. 

! would rather she had burned a score more of bishops. If she had 
kept it, her sister Bess would sooner have parted with her virginity. 
Charles i. had no temptation to part with it — it might, indeed, have 
been shuffled out of our hands during the Civil wars, but Noll would 
have as soon let monsieur draw one of his grinders ; then Charles ii. 
would hardly have dared to sell such an old possession, as he did 
Dunkirk ; and after that the French had little chance till the Revolu- 
tion. Even then, I think, we could have held a place that could be 
supplied from our own element, the sea. Cui hono ? None, I think, 
blit to plague the rogues. — ^We dined at Cormont, and being stopped 
by Mr. Canning having taken up all the post-horses, could only reach 
Montreuil that night. I should have liked to have seen some more 
of this place, which is fortified ; and as it stands on an elevated and 
rocky site must present some fine points. But as we came in late 
and left early, I can only hear witness to good treatment, good sup- 
per, good vin de Barsac^ and excellent beds. 

October 28. — Breakfasted at Abbeville, and saw a very handsome 
Gothic church, and reached Grandvilliers at night. The house is but 
second-rate, though lauded by various English travellers for the mod- 
eration of its charges, as was recorded in a book presented to us by 
the landlady. There is no great patriotism in publishing that a trav- 
eller thinks the bills moderate ; it serves usually as an intimation to 
mine host or hostess that John Bull will bear a little more si^^ueezino*. 

I gave my attestation too, however, for the charges of the good lady 
n^sembled those elsewhere ; and her anxiety to please was extreme, 
rolks must be harder -hearted than I am to resist the einpressement, 
wliieli may, indeed, be venal, yet has in its expression a touch of 
cordiality. 


October 29. — Breakfasted at Beauvais, and saw its mag- 
iiiticent cathedral— unfinished it has been left, and unfinished it will 
remain, of course, -the fashion of cathedrals being passed away. 
Bat even what exists is inimitable, the choir particularly, and the 
grand front. Beauvais is called the Pucelle, yet, so far as I can see, 
Jie wears no stays— I mean, has no fortifications. On we run how- 

Mu ohl where we are well lodged. France, so far as I can see, which 
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is very little, lias not undergone many changes. The image of war 
has, indeed, passed away, and we no longer see troops crossing the 
country in every direction ; villages either mined or hastily fortified ; 
inhabitants sheltered in the woods and caves to escape the rapacity 
of the soldiers — all this has passed away. The inns are much amend- 
ed. There is no occasion for that rascally practice of making a bar- 
gain — or comhien-mg your landlady, before you unharness your 
horses, which formerly was a matter of necessity. The general taste 
of the English seems to regulate the travelling-U-naturally enough, as 
the hotels, of which there are two or three in each town, chiefly sub- 
sist by them. We did not see one French equipage on the road; 
the natives seem to travel entirely in the Diligence, and doubtless a 
bon marche ; the road was thronged with English. 

But in her great features France is the same as ever. An oppres- 
sive air of solitude seems to hover over these rich and extended 
plains, while we are sensible that, whatever is the motive of the des- 
olation, it cannot be sterility. The towns are small, and have a poor 
appearance, and more frequently exhibit signs of decayed splendour 
than of thriving and increasing prosperity. The chateau, the abode 
of the gentleman, and the villa, the retreat of the thriving negociant, 
are rarely seen till you come to Beaumont. At this place, which well 
deserves its name of the fair mount, the prospect improves greatly, 
and country-seats are seen in abundance; also woods, sometimes 
deep and extensive, at other times scattered in groves and single 
trees. Amidst these the oak seldom or never is found; England, 
lady of the ocean, seems to claim it exclusively as her own. Nei- 
ther are there any quantity of firs. Poplars in abundance give a for- 
mal air to the landscape. The forests chiefly consist of beeches, 
with some birches, and the roads are bordered by elms cruelly 
cropped, pollarded, and switched. The demand for firewood occa- 
sions these mutilations. If I could waft by a wish the thinnings of 
Abbotsford here, it would make a little fortune of itself. But then 
to switch and mutilate my trees 1 — not for a thousand francs. Ay, 
but sour grapes, quoth the fox. 

October 30. — Finding ourselves snugly settled in our Hotel, we 
determined to remain here at fifteen francs per day. We are in the 
midst of what can be seen, and we are very comfortably fed and lodged. 

This morning wet and surly. Sallied, however, % the assistance 
of a hired coach, and left cards for Count Pozzo di Borgo, Lord 
Granville, our ambassador, and M. Gallois, author of the History of 
Venice f Found no one at home, not even the old pirate Galignani,® 


1 There were two well-known Frenchmen of 
this name at the time of Scott's visit to Paris: 
(1) Jean-Antoine-Gauvain Gallois, who was born 
about 1755 and died in 18*28; (2) Charles-Andrti- 
Gustave-Lfeonard Gallois, born 1789, died 1851. 

It was thft lattar nf thpsa who t.ranslatad frnm 


he was only thirty-seven, and it can scarcely 
be of him that Scott ^vrites ip. 2SS‘^ as an ** el- 
derly ’’ man. The probability is that it was 
the elder Gallois whom Scott saw. and that he 
ascribed to him, though the title is misquoted, 
a work written bv the vounser. 
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at whose den I ventured to call. Showed my companion the Louvre 
(which was closed, unluckily), the front of the palace with its courts, 
md all that splendid quarter which the fame of Paris rests upon in 
security. We can never do the like in Britain. Eoyal magnificence 
can only be displayed by despotic power. In England, were the 
most splendid street or public building to be erected, the matter 
must be discussed in Parliament, or perhaps some sturdy cobbler 
holds out, and refuses to part with his stall, and the whole plan is 
disconcerted. Long may such impediments exist! But then we 
should conform to circumstances, and assume in our public works a 
certain sober simplicity of character, wdiich should point out that 
they were dictated by utility rather than show. The affectation of 
an expensive style only places us at a disadvantageous contrast with 
other nations, and our substitute of brick and plaster for freestone 
resembles the mean ambition which displays Bristol stones in default 
of diamonds. 

We went to theatre in the evening — Comedie Frangaise the place, 
Rmemuiide the piece. It is the composition of a young man with a 
promising name — Emile de Bonnechose ; the story that of Fair Ros- 
amond. There were some good situations, and the actors in the 
French taste seemed to me admirable, particularly Mademoiselle 
lx>urgoin. It would be absurd to attempt to criticise what I only 
half understood; but the piece was well received, and produced a 
very strong effect. Tw'o or three ladies were carried out in hysterics ; 
one next to our box w-as frightfully ill. A Monsieur a belles mous- 
taches — the husband, I trust, though it is likely they were en partie 
jine — was extremely and affectionately assiduous. She was well 
worthy of the trouble, being very pretty indeed ; the face beautiful, 
even amidst the involuntary convulsions. The afterpiece was Femme 
Juge et Partie, with which I was less amused than I had expected, 
because I found I understood the language less than I did ten or 
eleven years since. Well, well, I am past the age of mending. 

^ Some of our friends in London had pretended that at Paris I 
might stand some chance of being encountered by the same sort of 
tunuiituary reception which I met in Ireland ; but for this I see no 
gruiiiid. It is a point on which I am totally indifferent. As a liter- 
an mail I cannot affect to despise public applause ; as a private gen- 
tleman I have always been embarrassed and displeased with popular 
elamuurs, even when in my favour. I know very well the breath of 
winch such shouts are composed, and am sensible those who applaud 
me to-day would be as ready to toss me to-morrow ; and I would not 
use them think that I put such a value on their favour as would 
make me for an instant fear their displeasure. Now all this discla- 
iiiatioii IS sincere, and yet it sounds affected. It puts me in mind of 


outer rociffi tin look at some book he wanted to 
see , a*, lie of iLe clerks had the least suspicion 
lit Wai, When ii was found out. the place 


was in a commotion. ’’—From Mr. Alexander 
Ireland’s excellent SelecMons from HazlitVs 
wntings, 8vo, Lond. 1889, p. 482. 
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an old woman who, when Carlisle was taken by the nighlandeisjn 
1745, chose to be particularly apprehensive of personal %iolence, and 
shut herself up in a closet, in order that she might escape ravishment. 
But no one came to disturb her solitude, and she began to be sensi- 
ble that poor Donald was looking out for victuals, or seeking for 
some small plunder, without bestowing a thought on the fair sex ; by 
and by she popped her head out of her place of refuge with the 
petty question, Good folks, can you tell when the ravishing is go- 
ing to begin I am sure I shall neither hide myself to avoid ap- 
plause, which probably no one will think of conferring, nor have the 
meanness to do anything which can indicate any desire of ravish- 
ment. I have seen, when the late Lord Erskine*^ entered the Edin- 
burgh theatre, papers distributed in the boxes to mendicate a round 
of applause — the natural reward of a poor player. 

October 31. — At breakfast visited by M. Gallois, an elderly French- 
man (ahvays the most agreeable class), full of information, courteous 
and communicative. He had seen nearly, and remarked deeply, and 
spoke frankly, though with due caution. He w*ent with us to the 
Museum, where I think the Hall of Sculpture continues to be a tine 
thing; that of Pictures but tolerable, when we reflect upon 1815. A 
number of great French daubs (comparatively), by David and Gerard, 
cover the walls once occupied by the Italian chefs-d'oeuvre. Fiat jus- 
titia, ruat coelum. We then visited Notre Dame and the Palace of 
Justice. The latter is accounted the oldest building in Paris, being 
the work of St. Louis. It is, however, in the interior, adapted to the 
taste of Louis xiv. We drove over the Pont Neuf, and visited the 
fine quays, which was all we could make out to-day, as I was afraid 
to fatigue Anne. When we returned home I found Count Pozzo di 
Borgo 'waiting for me, a personable man, inclined to be rather corpu- 
lent — ^handsome features, with all the Corsican fire in his eye. He 
was quite kind and communicative. Lord Granville had also called, 
and sent Mr. Jones [his secretary] to invite us to dinner to-morrow. 
In the evening at the Odeon, where wx saw Ivanhoe. It was superb- 
ly got up, the Norman soldiers wearing pointed helmets and what 
resembled much hauberks of mail, which looked very well. The 
number of the attendants, and the skill with which they were moved 
and grouped on the stage, were w^ell worthy of notice. It was an 
opera, and of course the story greatly mangled, and the dialogue in 
a great part nonsense. Yet it was strange to hear anything like the 
words which I (then in an agony of pain 'with spasms in my stomach) 
dictated to William Laidlaw at Abbotsford, now recited in a foreign 
tongue, and for the amusement of a strange people. I little thought 
to have survived the completing of this novel. ^ 

1 Ivanhoe migUt have borne a motto some- the gout; Fredericiis i. in torment;? pinxit.” 
what analogous to the inscription which Fred- — Recollections of Sir Walter Scott, p. 240. 
erick the Great's predecessor used to aflBx to Lond. 1837. 
his attempts at portrait-painting when he had 
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November 1.— I suppose the ravishing is going to begin, for we 
have had the Dames des Halles, with a bouquet like a maypole, and 
a speech full of honey and oil, which cost me ten francs ; also a small 
worshipper, who would not leave his name, but came seulement pour 
avoir le plahir, lafelicite etc., etc. All this jargon I answer with cor- 
responding blarney of my own, for “ have I not licked the black stone 
of that ancient castle ?” As to French, I speak it as it comes, and 
like Doeg in Absalom and Achitophel — 

u Qn through thick and thin, 

Through sense and nonsense, never out nor in.” ' 


AVe went this morning with M. Gallois to the Church of St. Gene- 
vieve, and thence to the College Henri iv., where I saw once more 
my old friend Chevalier.^ He was unwell, swathed in a turban of 
nightcaps and a multiplicity of robes de chamh7*e ; but he had all the 
heart and the vivacity of former times. I was truly glad to see the 
kind old man. We were unlucky in our day for sights, this being a 
high festival — ^All Souls’ Day. We were not allowed to scale the 
steeple of St. Geneneve, neither could we see the animals at the 
Jardin des Plantes, who, though they have no souls, it is supposed, 
and no interest of course in the devotions of the day, observe it in 
strict retreat, like the nuns of Kilkenny. I met, however, one lioness 
walking at large in the Jardin, and was introduced. This was Ma- 
dame de Souza,"* the authoress of some well-known French romances 
of a very classical character, I am told, for I have never read them. 
She must have been beautiful, and is still well-looked. She is the 
mother of the handsome Count de Flahault, and had a very well-look- 
ing daughter with her, besides a son or two. She was very agreea- 
ble. We are to meet again. The day becoming decidedly rainy, we 
returned along the Boulevards by the Bridge of Austerlitz, but the 
weather was so indifferent as to spoil the fine show. 

e dined at the Ambassador’s — Lord Granville, formerly Lord 
I^veson Gower. He inhabits the same splendid house which Lord 
Castlereagh had in 1815, namely, Numero 30, Rue du Fauxbourg St. 


^ For an account of M. Chevalier, and an in- 
terview in 1S15 with David “of the blood- 
stained brush,” see Life, vol. v, p, 87. 

2 Madame de Souza-Botelho, author ofAdele 
« and other works, which formed 


the subject of an article in the Edinburgh, No. 
68, written by Moore. At the time Scott met 
her she had just lost her second husband, who 
is remembered by his magnificent editions of 
Camoens’ Lusiad, on which it is said he spent 
about £4000. Mme. de Souza died in 1836. 
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Honore. It once belonged to Pauline Borgbese, and if its \^'alls 
could speak, they might tell us mighty curious stories. AVithout 
their having any tongue, they spoke to my feelings with most mi- 
raculous organ.”^ In these halls I had often seen and conversed fa- 
miliarly wdth many of the great and powerful, who won the world by 
their swords, and divided it by their counsel. 

Here I saw very much of poor Lord Castlereagh — a man of sense, 
presence of mind, courage, and fortitude, which carried him through 
many an affair of critical moment, when finer talents might have 
stuck in the mire. He had been, I think, indifferently educated, and 
his mode of speaking being far from logical or correct, he was some- 
times in danger of becoming almost ridiculous, in spite of his lofty 
presence, which had all the grace of the Seymours, and his deter- 
mined courage.^ But then he was alw-ay^s up to the occasion, and 
upon important matters was an orator to convince, if not to delight, 
his hearers. He is gone, and my friend Stanhope also, whose kind- 
ness this town so strongly recalls. It is remarkable they w^ere the 
only persons of sense and credibility who both attested” supernat- 
ural appearances on their own evidence, and both died in the same 
melancholy manner. I shall always tremble when any friend of mine 
becomes visionary.^ 

I have seen in these rooms the Emperor Alexander, Platoff, 
Schwarzenberg, old Blucher, Fouche, and many a marechal whose 
truncheon had guided armies — all now at peace, wfithout subjects, 
without dominion, and where their past life, perhaps, seems but the 
recollection of a feverish dream.. AA^hat a group -would this band 
have made in the gloomy regions described in the Odyssey ! But to 
lesser things. AY e were most kindly received by Lord and Lady Gran- 
ville, and met many friends, some of them having been guests at 
Abbotsford; among these were Lords Ashley and Alorpeth — there 
were also Charles Ellis (Lord Seaford now), cum lylurimis aliis. Anne 
saw for the first time an entertainment a la mode de France^ where the 
gentlemen left the parlour wfith the ladies. In diplomatic houses it is a 
good way of preventing political discussion, which John Bull is always 
apt to introduce with the second bottle. AA"e left early, and came home 
at ten, much pleased with Lord and Lady Granville’s kindness, though 
it was to be expected, as our recommendations came from AAlndsor. 

Fovemher 2. — Another gloomy day — a pize upon it I — and we have 
settled to go to Saint Cloud, and dine, if possible, with the Drum- 
monds at Auteuil. Besides, I expect poor AAA R. S[pencer] to break- 
fast. There is another thought which depresses me. 


1 Hamlet^ Act ii. Sc. 2. 

2 The following mixed metaphor is said to 
have been taken from one of his speeches: — 
‘‘Ministers were not to look on like Crocko- 
diles, with their hands in their breeches’ pock- 
ets, doing nothing.” 

3 The story regarding Castlereagh’s Radiant 


Boy, is that one night, when he was in bar- 
racks and alone, he saw a figure glide from the 
fireplace, the face becoming brighter as it ap- 
proached him. On Lord Castlereagh stepping 
forward to meet it. the fig-.:re retired again, 
and as he advanced it gradually faded from his 
view. Sir Walter does not tell us of his friend 
Stanhope's ghostly experience. 
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Well— but let us jot down a little politics, as my book has a pret-< 
ty firm lock. The Whigs may say what they please, but I think the 
Bourbons will stand. Oallois, no great Royalist, says that the Duke 
of Orleans lives on the best terms with the reigning family, which is 
wise on his part, for the golden fruit may ripen and fall of itself, but 
it would be dangerous to 

^‘Lend the crowd his arm to shake the tree.’’^ 

The army, which was Bonaparte’s strength, is now very much changed 
bv the gradual influence of time, which has removed many, and made 
invalids of many more. The citizens are neutral, and if the King will 
govern according to the Charte, and, what is still more, according to 
the habits of the people, he will sit firm enough, and the constitution 
will gradually attain more and more reverence as age gives it author- 
ity, and distinguishes it from those temporary and ephemeral govern- 
ments, which seemed only set up to be pulled down. The most dan- 
gerous point in the present state of France is that of religion. It is, 
no doubt, excellent in the Bourbons to desire to make France a relig- 
ious country ; but they begin, I think, at the wrong end. To press 
the observances and ritual of religion on those who are not influenced 
by its doctrines is planting the growing tree with its head downwards. 
Rites are sanctified by belief ; but belief can never arise out of an en- 
forced observ’ance of ceremonies; it only makes men detest what is 
imposed on them by compulsion. Then these Jesuits, who constitute 
emphatically an imperium in imjperio^ labouring first for the benefit of 
their own order, and next for that of the Roman See — what is it but 
the introduction into France of a foreign influence whose interest may 
often run counter to the general welfare of the kingdom ? 

\Ye have enough of ravishment. M. Meurice writes me that he is 
ready to hang himself that we did not find accommodation at his ho- 
tel ; and Madame Mirbel came almost on her knees to have permission 
to take my portrait. I was cruel ; but, seeing her weeping-ripe, con- 
sented she should come to-morrow and work while I wrote. A Rus- 
sian Princess Galitzin, too, demands to see me in the heroic vein ; 
^^EUe vouloit traverser les mers pour alter voir S. W, and offers 
me a rendezvous at my hotel. This is precious tomfoolery ; however, 
it is better than being neglected like a fallen sky-rocket, which seemed 
like to be my fate last year. 

M e went to Saint Cloud with my old friend Mr. Drummond, now 
at a pretty maison de campagne at Auteuil. Saint Cloud, besides its 
iHiequalled views, is rich in remembrances. I did not fail to revisit 
tile Orangerie, out of which Bon. expelled the Council of [Five Hun- 
ilredl I thought I saw’ the scoundrels jumping the windows, with 
tlie ba}onets at their rumps. What a pity the house was not two sto- 
nes high : I asked the Swiss some questions on the locale, which he 


Drj’den's .45salm and Achitop1iel—ChaxdiQ.tQT of Shaftesbury.— j. g. l. 
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answered with bccominor caution, saying, however, that ‘‘ he was not 
present at the time.’' There are also new remembrances. A separate 
garden, laid out as a playground for the royal children, is called II 
Trocadero,^ from the siege of Cadiz [1823]. But the Bourbons should 
not take military ground — it is firing a pop-gun in answer to a battery 
of cannon. 

All within the house is changed. Every trace of Xap. or his reign 
totally done away, as if traced in sand over which the tide has passed. 
Moreau and Pichegru’s portraits hang in the royal ante-chamber. The 
former has a mean look ; the latter has been a strong and stern-look- 
ing man. I looked at him, and thought of his death-struggles. In 
the guard-room were the heroes of La Vendee — Charette with his 
white bonnet, the two La Rochojacqueleins, Lescure, in an attitude of 
prayer, Stofflet, the gamekeeper, with others. 

AVe dined at Auteiiil. Mrs. Drummond, formerly the beautiful 
Cecilia Telfer, has lost her looks, but kept her kind heart. On our 
return, went to the Italian opera, and saw Figaro. Anne liked the 
music; to me it was all caviare. A Mr. dined with us; sensi- 

ble, liberal in his politics, but well informed and candid. 

November 3. — Sat to Mad. Mirbel — Spencer at breakfast. AVent 
out and had a long interview with Marshal Macdonald, the purport of 
wliich I have put down elsewhere. Visited Princess Galitzin, and also 
Cooper, the American novelist. This man, w'ho has shown so much 
genius, has a good deal of the manner, or want of manner, peculiar to 
his countrymen.^ He proposed to me a mode of publishing in Amer- 
ica by entering the book as [the] property of a citizen. I will think 
of this. Every little helps, as the tod says, when, etc. At night at 
the Theatre de Madame, where we saw two getlt pieces, Le Mariage de 
Maison and Le i^liis heaii jour de ?na vie — both excellently plaved. Af- 
terwards at Lady Granville’s rout, which was as splendid as any I ever 
saw — and I have seen heaucoiip dans ce genre. A gi*eat number of la- 
dies of the first rank were present, and if honeyed words from pretty 
lips could surfeit, I had enough of them. One can swallow a great 
deal of whipped cream, to be sure, and it does not hurt an old stom- 
ach. 

November 4. — Aune goes to sit to Mad. Alirbel. I called after ten, 


^ The name lias since been bestowed on the 
high ground on the bank of the Seine, on which 
was built the Palace in connection with the In- 
ternational Exhibition of 1878. 

2 It should be noted that Scott wrote ** man- 
ner-’ not ‘‘manners,” as in all previous edi- 
tions the word is printed. Of Cooper, his lat- 
est American biographer, IVIr. Lounsbury. sa 5 *s 
there was in his manner at times ‘* a self-asser- 
tion that often bordered, or seemed to border, 
on arrogance ” (p. 50). 

Of this interview. Cooper is said to have re- 
corded in after years that Scott was so obliging 
as to make him* a number of flattering speech- 
es, which, however, he did not repay in kind, 

13 


giving, as a reason for his silence, the words of 
Dr. Johnson regarding his meeting with George 
irr, : “It was not for me to bandy compliments 
with my sovereign.” These two “lions” met 
on four occasions, viz., on the 3d, 4th, and 6th 
November, Scott leaving Paris next day. 

It cannot be too widely known that if Scott 
never derived any profits from the enormous 
sale of his works in America, it was net the 
fault of his brother author, who urged him re- 
peatedly to try the plan here proposed. Wheib- 
er the attempt was made is unknown, but it is 
amusing to see one cause of Scott's besiiatioa 
was the fear that the .American public would 
not get his works at the low prices to which 
they had been accustomed. 
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xMr. Cooper and Gallois Laving breakfasted with me. The former 
seems quite serious in desiring the American attempt. I must, how- 
ever, take care not to give such a monopoly as to prevent the Ameri- 
can public from receiving the works at the prices they are accustomed 
to. I think I may as well try if the thing can be done. 

After ten I went with Anne to the Tuileries, where we saw 
tlie royal family pass through the Glass Gallery as they went to 
Chapef. ^Ye were very much looked at in our turn, and the King, 
on passing out, did me the honour to say a few civil words, which 
produced a great sensation. Mad. la Dauphine and Mad. de Berri 
curtsied, smiled, and looked extremely gracious ; and smiles, bows, 
and curtsies rained on us like odours, from all the courtiers and 
court ladies of the train. We were conducted by an officer of the 
Royal Gardes du Corps to a convenient place in chapel, where we 
had the pleasure of hearing the grand mass performed with excellent 
music. 

I had a perfect view of the King and royal family. The King is 
the same in age as I knew him in youth at Holyrood House — debonair 
and courteous in the highest degree. Mad. Dauphine resembles very 
rimch the prints of Marie Antoinette, in the profile especially. • She is 
not, however, beautiful, her features being too strong, but they an- 
nounce a great deal of character, and the princess whom Bonaparte 
used to call the man of the family. She seemed very attentive to her 
devotions. The Duchess of Berri seemed less immersed in the cere- 
mony, and yawned once or twice. She is a lively-looking blonde — 
looks as if she were good-humoured and happy, by no means pretty, 
and has a cast with her eyes ; splendidly adorned with diamonds, how- 
ever. After this gave Mad. Mirbel a sitting, where I encountered le 
gin(ral^ her uncle,' who was chef de Vetat major to Bonaparte. He 
was very communicative, and seemed an interesting person, by no 
means over much prepossessed in favour of his late master, whom he 
Judged impartially, though with affection. 

\\ e came home and dined in quiet, having refused all tempta- 
tions to go out in the evening; this on Anne’s account as well as iny 
n. It is not quite gospel, though Solomon says it — the eye can be 
tired with seeing, whatever he may allege in the contrary. And 
theii there are so many compliments. I wish for a little of the old 
Scotch causticity. I am something like the bee that sips treacle. 

^ Journal till I leave 

• 1 ^ -trench are literally outrageous in their civilities — bounce 

in at all hours, and drive one half mad with compliments. I am un- 
gracious not to be so entirely thankful as I ought to this kind and 
merry people. Me breakfasted with Mad. Mirbel, where were the 
n or ritz-James, and, I think, Dm'as,^ goodly company — but all’s 

i General Monthion. 

and Diiras was related to Fevershara, James’s 

= i -u JamcswaHgrcat^antonorjamesu., ^ ^ 
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one for that. I made rather an impatient sitter, wishing to talk much 
more than was agreeable to Madame. Afterwards we went to the 
Champs Elysees, where a balloon was let off, and all sorts of frolics 
performed for the benefit of the hons gens de Paris — besides stuffing 
them with victuals. I wonder how such a civic festival would go oft 
in London or Edinburgh, or especially in Dublin. To be sure, they 
would not introduce their shillelahs ! But in the classic taste of the 
French, there were no such gladiatorial doings. To be sure, they have 
a natural good-humour and gaiety which inclines them to be pleased 
with themselves, and everything about them. 

We dined at the Ambassador’s, where was a large party, Lord 
Morpeth, the Duke of Devonshire, and others — all were very kind. 
Pozzo di Borgo there, and disposed to be communicative. A large 
soiree. Home at eleven. These hours are early, however. 

JTore^nder 6. — Cooper came to breakfast, but we w'ere ohsedes par- 
tout. Such a number of Frenchmen bounced in successively, and ex- 
ploded, I mean discharged, their compliments, that I could hardly find 
an opportunity to speak a wmrd, or entertain Mr. Cooper at all. After 
this we sat again for our portraits. Mad. Mirbel took care not to 
have any one to divert my attention, but I contrived to amuse myself 
with some masons finishing a facade opposite to me, who placed their 
stones, not like Inigo Jones, but in the most lubberly way in the 
world, with the help of a large wheel, and the application of strength 
of hand. John Smith of Darnick, and two of his men, would have 
done more with a block and pulley than the whole score of them. 
The French seem far behind in machinery. — We are almost eaten up 
with kindness, but that will have its end. I have had to parry several 
presents of busts, and so forth. The funny thing was the airs of my 
little friend. We had a most affectionate parting — wet, wet cheeks 
on the lady’s side.^ The pebble-hearted cur shed as few tears as Crab 
^of dogged memory.^ 

Went to Galignani’s, where the brothers, after some palaver, 
offered me £105 for the sheets of Napoleon, to be reprinted at Paris 
in English. I told them I would think of it. I suppose Treutteland 
AYurtz had apprehended something of this kind, for they write me 
that they had made a bargain with my publisher (Cadell, I suppose) 
for the publishing of my book in all sorts of ways. I must look 
into this. 

Dined with Marshal Macdonald and a splendid party f amongst 
others. Marshal Marmont — middle size, stout-made, dark complexion, 
and looks sensible. The French hate him much for his conduct in 


1 Madame Mirbel, who painted Scott at this 
time, continued to be a favourite artist with 
the French (Bonapartist, Bourbon, and Orlean- 
ist) for the nest twenty years. Among her 
latest sitters (1S41) was Scott’s angry corre- 
spondent of four months later— General Gour- 
gaiid. Madame Mirbel died in 1849. The por- 
trait alluded to was probably a miniature which 


has been engraved at least once— by J. T. Wedg- 
wood. 

2 Two Gentlemen of Verona, Act ii. Sc. 3. — 

J. G. L. 

3 The Marshal had visited Scotland in 1825— 
and Scott saw a good deal of him under the 
roof of his kinsman, Mr. Macdonald Buchanan. 

—J, G. L. 
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1814, but it is only making him the scape-goat. Also, I saw Mons. 
de Mole, but especially the Marquis de Lauriston, who received me 
most kindly. He is personally like my cousin Colonel Russell. I 
learned that his brother, Louis Law,' my old friend, was alive, and the 
father of a large family. I was most kindly treated, and had my 
vanity much flattered by the men who had acted such important parts 
talking to me in the most frank manner. 

In the evening to Princess Galitzin, where were a whole covey of 
1 ’rincesses of Russia arrayed in tartan ! with music and singing to 
boot. The person in whom I was .most interested was Mad. de 
Boiifflers,'* upwards of eighty, very polite, very pleasant, and with all 
tlie af/rmens of a French Court lady of the time of Mad. Sevigne, or 
of the correspondent rather of Horace Walpole. Cooper was there, 
so the Scotch and American lions took the field together. — Home, 
and settled our affairs to depart. 

November 1 . — Off at seven ; breakfasted at Beaumont, and pushed 
on to Airaines. This being a forced march, we had bad lodgings, 
wet wood, uncomfortable supper, damp beds, and an extravagant 
charge. I was never colder in my life than when I waked with the 
sheets clinging round me like a shroud. 

November 8. — ^We started at six in the morning, having no need 
to be called twice, so heartily was I weary of my comfortless couch. 
Breakfasted at Abbeville ; then pushed on to Boulogne, expecting to 
find the packet ready to start next morning, and so to have had the 
advantage of the easterly tide. But, lo ye ! the packet was not to 
sail till next day. So after shrugging our shoulders — being the sol- 
ace a la mode de France — and recruiting ourselves with a pullet and 
a bottle of Chablis a la mode d' Angleterre, we set off for Calais after 
supper, and it was betwixt three and four in the morning before we 
got to Dessein’s, when the house was full, or reported to be so. We 
could only get two wretched brick-paved garrets, as cold and moist as 
those of Airaines, instead of the comforts w^hich w^’c were received 
with at our arrival. But I was better prepared. Stripped off the 
sht*ets, and lay down in my dressing-gown, and so roughed it out — 
tiUit bleu que mal. 


1 Li’.irj'ton, tho ancient scat of the Laws, so 
firn in French bistorr. is verv near Edin- 
1' iTvzh. anii iliQ estate was in their possession 
a! tae time (if the Revolution. Two or three 
r il' ts (if Hie family were of the first emigra- 
t >3i. and one of them (M. Louis Law) was a 
fro jurnt guest of the Poet's father, and after- 
war!* Curresponded during manv rears with 

If. I am not .-ure whether ‘it was .M. 
I. *a:3 tov whose French designation so much 
the people of Edinburgh. One brother 
i f the Larqiiis do Lauriston, however, was 
i If Cherali^r cEc Mttiion-kole, this being 
i : ‘ razne of a village on the Scotch property. 

2 The Ma hmo .le P.oufflers best known to 
the A r.J Ji.ppolyie de Saujon Comtesso dc 


Boufilers], the correspondent not only of Wal- 
pole, but of David Hume, must have been 
nearer a hundred than eighty years of age at 
this date, if we are to believe the Biographic 
Universelh, which gives 1724 as the date of her 
birth. It does not record her death. It is 
known that she took refuge in England during 
the Revolution; but Count Paul de Remusat, 
who has been consulted on the subject, has 
kindlj- pointed out that the lady of whom Scott 
speaks must have been the widow of the Chev- 
alier de Boufflers-Remencourt, knowm by his 
poems and stories. Her maiden name was 
Jean de Manville, and her first husband was a 
de Comte de Sabran. She died in 1827.— See 
Correspondance inedite de la Comtesse de Sabran, 
Paris, 8vo, 1875. 
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^'^ovemher 0. — At four in the morning we were called ; at six we 
got on board tlie packet, wiiere I fuiind a sensible and coiiversible 
man — a very pleasant circumstance. The day was raw and cold, the 
wind and tide surly and contrary, the passage slow, and Anne, con- 
trary to her w’ont, excessively sick. \Ve had little trouble at the 
Custom House, thanks to the secretary of the Embassy, Mr. Jones, who 
gave me a letter to Mr. Ward. [At Dover] Mr. Ward came with the 
Lieutenant-Governor of the castle, and wished us to visit that ancient 
fortress. I regretted much that our time was short, and the weather 
did not admit of our seeing views, so we could only thank the gentle- 
men in declining their civility. 

The castle, partly ruinous, seems to have been very fine. The 
Cliff, to which Shakespeare gave his immortal name, is, as all the 
world knows, a great deal lower than his description implies. Our 
Dover friends, justly jealous of the reputation of their cliff, impute this 
diminution of its eonsequence to its having fallen in repeatedly since 
the poet's time, I think it more likely that the imagination of Shake- 
speare, writing perhaps at a period long after he may have seen the 
rock, had described it sintlias he conceived it to have been. Besides, 
Shakespeare was born in a fiat country, and Dover Cliff is at least lofty 
enough to have suggested the exaggerated features to his fancy. At 
ail events, it has maintained its reputation better than the Tarpeian 
Rock ; — no man could leap from it and live. 

Left Dover after a hot luncheon about four o’clock, and reached 
London at half-past three in the morning. So adieu to la belle France, 
and welcome merry England.* 

[PaZ/ J/(///,] Xovemher 10, — Ere I leave la belle France, however, 
it is fit I should express my gratitude for the unwontedly kind re- 
ception which I met with at all hands. It would be an unworthy 
piece of affectation did I not allow* that I have been pleased — highly 
pleased — to find a species of literature intended only for my own 
country has met such an extensive and favourable reception in a for- 
eign land where there was so much a priori to oppose its progress. 

For my work I think I have done a good deal : but, above all, I 
have been confirmed strongly in the impressions I had previously 
formed of the character of Nap., and may attempt to draw him with 
a firmer hand. 

The succession of new* people and unusual incidents has had a 
favourable effect [on my mind], which w*as hecoming rutted like an 
ill-kept liigluvay. My thoughts have for some time tiowed in another 
and pleasanter channel than through the melancholy course into which 
my solitary and deprived state had long driven them, and which gave 
often pain to be endured without complaint, and without sympathy. 
“ For this relief,” as Francisco says in Hamlet, “ much thanks.” 

I Readers who may wish to compare with will laid a brilliant record uf the latter in 

the visit of 1S2G Scott’s impressious of Paris iu Pcmls Ldicn. xi:.-xvi. 



198 


JOURNAL 


[Nov. 

To-day I visited the public offices, and prosecuted my researches. 
Left inquiries for the Duke of York, who has recovered from a most 
desperate state. His legs had been threatened with mortification ; 
but he was saved by a critical discharge ; also visited the Duke of 
■Wellington, Lord Melville, and others, besides the ladies in Piccadilly. 
Dined and spent the evening quietly in Pall Mall. 

November 11. — Croker came to breakfast, and we were soon after 
joined by Theodore Hook, alias “ John Bull ” he has got as fat as the 
actual monarch of the herd. Lockhart sat still with us, and we had, 
as Gil Bias says, a delicious morning, spent in abusing our neighbours, 
at which my three neighbours are no novices any more than I am my- 
self, though (like Puss in Boots, who only caught mice for his amuse- 
ment) I am only a chamber counsel in matters of scandal. The fact 
is, I have refrained, as much as human frailty will permit, from all 
satirical composition. Here is an ample subject for a little black- 
balling in the case of Joseph Hume, the great ^Economist, who has 
[managed] the Greek loan so egregiously. I do not lack personal 
provocation (see 13th March last), yet I won’t attack him — at present 
at least — but qiCil se garde de moi : 

“I’m not a king, nor nae sic thing, 

My word it may not stand ; 

And Joseph may a buffet bide, 

Come he beneath my brand.” 

At dinner we had a little blow-out on Sophia’s part : Lord Dud- 
ley, Mr. Hay, Under Secretary of State [Sir Thomas Lawrence, etc.]. 
Mistress (as she now calls herself) Joanna Baillie, and her sister, came 
in the evening. The whole went off pleasantly. 

November 12 . — Went to sit to Sir T. L. to finish the picture for 
his Majesty, which every one says is a very fine one. I think so my- 
self ; and wonder how Sir Thomas has made so much out of an old 
weather-beaten block. But I believe the hard features of old Dons 
like myself are more within the compass of the artist’s skill than the 


1 A Sunday newsijaper started in 1820, to 
advocate the cause of George iv.. and to vilify 
the Queen and her friends, male and female. 
The hrst number was published on December 
ITib, and - told at once from the convulsed 
centre to the extremity of the Kingdom. 
Tiiere was talent of every sort in the paper 
that could have been desired or devised for 
sueh a purpose. It seemed as if a legion of 
ttrmtic devils had brooded in Synod over the 
elements of withering derision.- Hook, how- 
ever, was the master spirit, the majority of 
the lampoons in prose, and all the original po- 
etry m the early volumes from the ‘‘ Hunting 
the Hare.’- were from his own pen, except, 
perhaps, -Michael’s Dinner.’- which has been 
at Canning's door. 

oddly enough Scott appears to have been the 
mdireei means of placing Hook in the editorial 
cha.r When he was in London^ in April, 1820, 


a nobleman called upon him, and asked if 
he could find him in Edinburgh some clever 
fellow to undertake the editorship of a paper 
about to be established. Sir Walter suggested 
that his Lordship need not go so far a-field, 
described Hook’s situation, and the impressiou 
he had received of him from his table talk, and 
his .Magazine, the Arcadian. This was all that 
occurred, hut when, towards the end of the 
year, John Bull electrified London, Sir Walter 
confessed that he could not help fancying that 
his mentioning this man’s name had its conse- 
quences. 

Hook, in spite of his £2000 per annum for 
several years from John Bidl, and large prices 
received for his novels, died in poverty inlSil, 
a prematurely old man. His sad story may be 
read in a most poweiCul sketch in the Quar- 
terly Review, attributed to Mr. Lockhart. 
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lovely face and delicate complexion of females. Came home after a 
heavy shower. I had a long conversation about with Lock- 

hart. All that was whispered is true — a sign how much better our 
domestics are acquainted with the private a&irs of our neighbours 
than w*e are. A dreadful tale of incest and seduction, and nearly of 
blood also — horrible beyond expression in its complications and 
events — “And yet the end is not — and this man was amiable, and 
seemed the soul of honour — laughed, too, and was the soul of society. 
It is a mercy our own thoughts are concealed from each other. Oh ! if, 
at our social table, we could see what passes in each bosom around, 
we would seek dens and caverns to shun human society I To see the 
projector trembling for his falling speculations ; the voluptuary rue- 
ing the event of his debauchery; the miser wearing out his soul for 
the loss of a guinea — all — all bent upon vain hopes and vainer regrets 
— we should not need to go to the hall of the Caliph Vathek to see 
men’s hearts broiling under their black veils. ^ Lord keep us from 
all temptation, for we cannot be our own shepherd ! 

^Ve dined to-day at Lady Stafford’s [at West-hill].- Lord S. looks 
very poorly, but better than I expected. No company, excepting 
Sam Rogers and Mr. Grenville,* — the latter is better knowm by the 
name of Tom Grenville — a very amiable and accomplished man, w^hom 
I knew better about twenty years since. Age has touched him, as it 
has doubtless affected me. The great lady received us with the most 
cordial kindness, and expressed herself, I am sure, sincerely, desirous 
to be of service to Sophia, 

Xoveiiiber 13. — I consider Charles’s business as settled by a pri- 
vate intimation w^hich I had to that effect from Sir W. K. ; so I need 
negotiate no further, but wait the event. Breakfasted at home, and 
somebody with us, but the whirl of visits so great that I have already 
forgot the party. Lockhart and I dined at an official person’s, where 
there was a little too much of that sort of flippant wit, or rather 
smartness wffiich becomes the parochial Joe Miller of boards and 
offices. You must not be grave, because it might lead to improper 
discussions; and to laugh without a joke is a hard task. Your pro- 
fessed w’ags are treasures to this species of company. Gil Bias w’:as 
right in censuring the literary society of his friend Fabricio ; but 
nevertheless one or two of the mess w'ould greatly have improved the 
conversation of his Coinmis. 

W ent to poor Lydia White’s, and found her extended on a couch, 
frightfully sw’elled, unable to stir, rouged, jesting, and dying. She 
has a good heart, and is really a clever creature, but unhappily, or 
rather happily, she has set up the whole staff of her rest in keeping 
literary society about her. The world has not neglected her. It is 


1 See Beckford’s Vathek, Hall of Eblis. 

- Lady Stafford says: We were so lucky as 
to have Sir W. Scott here for a day, and were 
glad to see him look well, and though per- 
fectly unaltered by his successes, yet enjoying 


the satisfaction they must have given him.” 
— Sharpe's Letters^ voL ii. p. 379. 

3 The Right Hon. Thomas Grenville died in 
1846 at the age of ninety-one. He left his no- 
ble collection of books to the nation. 
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not always so bad as it is called. Sbe can always make up ber soiree, 
and generally bas some people of real talent and distinction, Sbe is 
wealthy, to be sure, and gives petit dinners, but not in a style to carry 
the point a force d' argent In ber case the world is good-natured, 
and perhaps it is more frequently so than is generally supposed. 

November 14. — We breakfasted at honest Allan Cunningham’s— 
honest Allan— a leal and true Scotsman of the old cast. A man of 
genius, besides, who only requires the tact of knowing when and 
where to stop, to attain the universal praise which ought to follow it. 
1 look upon the alteration of “ It ’s hame and it ’s hame,” and “A wet 
sheet and a flowing sea,” as among the best songs going. His prose 
has often admirable passages; but he is obscure, and overlays his 
meaning, which will not do now-a-days, when he who runs must read. 

Dined at Croker’s, at Kensington, with his family, the Speaker,’ 
and the facetious Theodore Hook. 

We came away rather early, that Anne and I might visit Mrs. 
Arbuthnot to meet the Duke of Wellington. In all my life I never 
saw him better. He has a dozen of campaigns in his body — and 
tough ones. Anne was delighted with the frank manners of this 
unequalled pride of British war, and me he received with all his usu- 
al kindness. He talked away about Bonaparte, Russia, and France. 

November 15. — At breakfast a conclave of medical men about 
poor little Johnnie Lockhart. They give good words, but I cannot 
help fearing the thing is very precarious, and I feel a miserable an- 
ticipation of what the parents are to undergo. It is wrong, however, 
to despair. I was myself a very weak child, and certainly am one of 
the strongest men of my age in point of constitution. Sophia and 
Anne went to the Tower, I to the Colonial Office, where I laboured 
hard. 

Dined with the Duke of Wellington. Anne with me, who could 
not look enough at the vainqueur du vainqueur de la terre. The party 
were Mr. and Mrs. Peel, and Mr. and Mrs. Arbuthnot,^ Yesey Fitzger- 
ald, Bankes, and Croker, with Lady Bathurst and Lady Georgina. 
One gentleman took much of the conversation, and gave us, with un- 
necessary emphasis, and at superfluous length, his opinion of a late 
gambling transaction. This spoiled the evening. I am sorry for the 

occurrence though, for Lord is fetlock deep in it, and it looks 

like a vile bog. This misfortune, wdth the foolish incident at , 

will not be suffered to fall to the ground, but will be used as a coun- 
terpoise to the Greek loan. Peel asked me, in private, my opinion 
of three candidates for the Scotch gown, and I gave it him candidly. 
v\ e will see if it has weight.^ 


J The Right Hon. Charles Manners Siittoi 
Viscount Canterbury. He died i 

Mr«^ Arhutlinot was Harriet, third daugl 
m uJ tht* Hon. H. Fane, and wife of Charh 
ArbuiLiioi. a great friend of the Duke of We 


liugton. She died in 1838, Mr. Arbuthnot in 
1850. 

3 Sir Walter had recommended George Cran.s- 
touu, his early friend, one of the brethren of 
the mountain^ who succeeded Lord Herinand, 
and took his seat on the Scotch Bench before 
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I begin to tire of my gaieties ; and the late Lours and constant 
feasting^disagree with me. I wish for a sheep’s head and whisky 
toddv against all the French cookery and champagne in the world. 

Weff, I suppose I might have been a Judge of Session this term — 
attained, in short, the grand goal proposed to the ambition of a Scot- 
tish lawyer. It is better, however, as it is, Ayhile, at least, I can main 
tain my literary reputation. 

I had some conversation to-day with Messrs. Longman and Co. 
They agreed to my deriving what advantage I could in America, and 
that very willingly. 

Kovemher 16. — Breakfasted with Rogers, with my daughters and 
Lockhart. R. was exceedingly entertaining, in his dry, quiet, sarcastic 
manner. At eleven to the Duke of Wellington, who gave me a bun^ 
die of remarks on Bonaparte’s Russian campaign, written in his car- 
riage during his late mission to St. Petersburg.’ It is furiously 
scrawded, and the Russian names hard to distinguish, but it shall do 
me yeoman’s service. Then went to Pentonville, to old Mr. Handley, 
a solicitor of the old school, and manager of the Devonshire proper- 
ty. Had an account of the claim arising on the estate of one Mrs. 
Owen, due to the representatives of my poor wife’s mother. He was 
desperately excursive, and spoke almost for an hour, but the prospect 
of £4000 to my children made me a patient auditor. Thence I 
passed to the Colonial Office, where I concluded my extracts. [Lock- 
hart and 1] dined with Croker at the Admiralty au grand convert. 
No less than five Cabinet Ministers were present — Canning, Huskis- 
son, Melville, [Peel,] and Wellington, with sub-secretaries by the bush- 
el. The cheer w^as excellent, but the presence of too many men of 
distinguished rank and power always freezes the conversation. Each 
lamp shines brightest when placed by itseH ; when too close, they 
neutralise each other.' 

November 17. — My morning here began with the arrival of Ba- 
hander Jah ; soon after Mr. Wright f then I Wc^s called out to James 
Scott the young painter. I greatly fear this modest and amiable 
creature is throwing away his time. Next came an animal wPo is 
hunting out a fortune in Chancery, which has lain perdu for thirty 
years. The fellow^ who is in figure and manner the very essence of 
the creature called a sloth, has attached himself to this pursuit wdth 
the steadiness of a well-scented beagle. I believe he will actually 
get the prize. 


the end of the month. The appointment sat- 
isfied both political parties, though Cockburn 
said that “his removal was a great loss to the 
bar which he had long adorned, and where he 
had the entire confidence of the public.” An 
admirable sketch of Cranstouu is given in No. 
3‘2 of Peter’s Letters. He retired in 1839, and 
died at Corehouse, his picturesque seat on the 
Clyde, in 1850. 

1 This striking paper was afterwards printed 
in full under the title, “ Memorandum on the 


War in Russia in 1812,” in the Despatches ed- 
ited by his Sou (Dec. 1825 to May, 1827), Mur- 
ray, 1868, vol. i. 8vo, pp. 1-53. Sir Walter 
Scott’s letter to the Duke on the subject is 
given at p. 509 of the same volume, and see 
this Journal under Feb. 15, 1827. 

2 In returning from this dinner Sir Walter 
said, '‘I have seen some of these great men at 
the same table for the last time .'’ — j. g. l. 

3 Mr. William Wright, Barrister, Lincoln’s 
Inn. — See Life, vol. viii. p. 84. 
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Sir Jolm Malcolm acknowledges and recommends my Persian vis- 

Duke of York. The change on H.R.H. is most wonder- 
ful From a big, burly, stout man, with a thick and sometimes an 
inarticulate mode of speaking, he has sunk into a thin-faced, slender- 
lookiug old mail, who seems diminished in his very size. I could 
hardlv believe I saw the same person, though I was received with his 
ukarkiiidness. He speaks much more distinctly than formerly ; his 
complexion is clearer ; in short, H.R.H. seems, on the whole, more 
healthy after this crisis than when in the stall-fed state, for such it 
seemed to be, in which I remember him. God grant it ! his life is 
uf iniinite value to the King and country — it is a breakwater behind 
the throne. 

Xoetmber 18. — Was introduced by Rogers to Mad. D’Arblay, the 
celebrated authoress of Evelina and Cecilia, — an elderly lady, with 
no remains of personal beauty, but with a gentle manner and a pleas- 
ing expression of countenance. She told me she had wished to see 
two persons— myself, of course, being one ; the other George Can- 
ning. This was" really a compliment to be pleased with — a nice little 
handsome pat of butter made up by a neat-handed Phillis^ of a dairy- 
maid, instead of the grease, fit only for cart-wheels, which one is 
dosed with by the pound. 

Mad. D'Arblay told us the common story of Dr. Burney, her fa- 
ther, having brought home her own first work, and recommended it 
to her perusal, w^as erroneous. Her father was in the secret of Eve- 
lina being printed. But the following circumstances may have given 
rise to the story : — Dr. Burney was at Streatham soon after the pub- 
lication, where be found Mrs. Thrale recovering from her confine- 
ment, low at the moment, and out of spirits. While they were talk- 
ing together, Johnson, who sat beside in a -kind of reverie, suddenly 
broke out, “You should read this new work, madam — you should 
read Evelina ; every one says it is excellent, and they are right.’' 
The delighted father obtained a commission from Mrs. Thrale to 
p:ireliase his daughters work, and retired the happiest of men. 
Miid. D'Arblay said she was wild with joy at this decisive evidence 
vi her literary success, and that she could only give vent to her rapture 
Ly dancing and skipping round a mulberry-tree in the garden. She 
was Very young at this time. I trust I shall see this lady again. 
She has simple and apparently amiable manners, with quick feelings. 

Dined at Mr. Peel’s with Lord Liverpool, Duke of Wellington, 
Croker, Bpkes, etc. The conversation very good — Peel taking the 
lead in Ms own house, which he will not do elsewhere. We can- 
vassed the memorable criminal case of Ashford,^ Peel almost con- 


• i'uion's L'AlUgro. — j. g. l. 

^ A r.,ardi?r committed In 1S17. The accused 
. ite pr.r.lege of Wc^er of Battle, which 
juIjwtO, by the Coun ior the last time, as 


the law was abolished in 1819.— See Notes and 
Queries, Sd series, vol. si. pp. 88, 259, 317, and 
p. 431 for a curious account of the bibliography 
of this very singular case. 
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vinced of tlie man’s innocence. Should have been at the play, but 
sat too late at Mr. PeeFs. 

So ends my campaign among these magnificoes and potent 
signiors/ with whom I have found, as usual, the warmest acceptation. 
I wish I could turn a little of my popularity amongst them to Lock- 
hart’s advantage, who cannot bustle for himself. He is out of spirits 
just now, and views things au 72oir. I fear Johnnie’s precarious state 
is the cause. 

I finished my sittings to Lawrence, and am heartily sorry there 
should be another picture of me except that w^hich he has finished. 
The person is remarkably like, and conveys the idea of the stout 
blunt carle that cares for few things, and fears nothing. He has 
represented the author as in the act of composition, yet has effectu- 
ally discharged all affectation from the manner and attitude. He 
seems pleased with it himself. He dined with us at Peel’s yester- 
day, where, by the way, w'e saw the celebrated Chapeau de Faille, 
which is not a Chapeau de Faille at all. 

Xovemher 19. — Saw this morning Duke of Wellington and Duke 
of York; the former so communicative that I regretted extremely 
the length of time,' but have agreed on a correspondence with him. 
Trop d'honneur pour moi. The Duke of York saw me by appoint- 
ment. He seems still mending, and spoke of state affairs as a high 
Tory. Were his health good, his spirit is as strong as ever. H.R.H. 
has a devout horror of the liberals. Having the Duke of Welling- 
ton, the Chancellor, and (perhaps) a still greater person on his side, 
he might make a great fight w'hen they split, as split they will. But 
Canning, Huskisson, and a mitigated party of Liberaux will probably 
beat them. Canning’s will and eloquence are almost irresistible. But 
then the Church, justly alarmed for their property, which is plainly 
struck at, and the bulk of the landed interest, w’iil scarce brook a 
mild infusion of Whiggery into the Administration. Well, time will 
show. 

We visited our friends Peel, Lord Gwydyr, Arbuthnot, etc., and 
left our tickets of adieu. In no instance, during ray former visits to 
London, did I ever meet with such general attention and respect on 
all sides. 

Lady Louisa Stuart dined — also Wright and Mr. and Mrs. Christie. 
Dr. and Mrs. Hughes came in the evening ; so ended pleasantly our 
last night in London. 

\^Oxford^ November 20. — Left London after a comfortable break- 
fast, and an adieu to the Lockhart family. If I had had but com' 
fortable hopes of their poor, pale, prostrate child, so clever 'and so 
interesting, I should have parted easily on this occasion, but these 
misgivings overcloud the prospect. We reached Oxford by six 
o’clock, and found Charles and his friend young Surtees waiting for 

J Othello.— j. G. L. gretted not having seen the Duke at an earlier 

Sir Waiter no doubt means that he re- period of his hisioncal labours.— j. g. n. 
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us with a ffood fire in the chimney, and a good dinner ready to he 
placed on the table. We had struggled through a cold sulky, drizzly 
day which deprived of all charms even the beautiful country near 
lleik^y So we came from cold and darkness into light and warmth 
and society. KB.--We had neither daylight nor moonlight to see 
tlie view of Oxford from the Maudlin Bridge, which I used to think 
one of the most beautiful in the world. 

Upon finance I must note that the expense of travelling has 
mounted high. I am too old to rough it, and scrub it, nor could I 
have saved fifty pounds by doing so. I have gained, however, in 
health, spirits, in a new stock of ideas, new combinations, and new 
views. My self-consequence is raised, I hope not unduly, by the 
many* fiatt-ering circumstances attending my reception in the two 
capitals, and I feel confident in proportion. In Scotland I shall find 
time for labour and for economy. 

[Cheltenham^] November 21. — Breakfasted with Charles in his 
chambers [at Brasenose], where he had everything very neat. How 
pleasant it is for a father to sit at his child’s board ! It is like an 
aged man reclining under the shadow of the oak which he has planted. 
My poor plant has some storms to undergo, but were this expedition 
conducive to no more than his entrance into life under suitable au- 
spices, I should consider the toil and the expense well bestowed. 
We then sallied out to see the lions — guides being Charles, and 
friend Surtees, Mr. John Hughes, young Mackenzie (Fitz-Colin), and 
a young companion or two of Charles’s. Eemeinbering the ecstatic 
fedings with which I visited Oxford more than twenty-five years 
since, I was surprised at the comparative indifference with which I 
revisited the same scenes. Reginald Heber, then composing his 
Prize Poem, and imping his wings for a long fiight of honourable 
distinction, is no^v dead in a foreign land — Hodgson and other able 
men all entombed. The towers and halls remain, but the voices 
which fill them are of modern days. Besides, the eye becomes sati- 
ated with sights, as the full soul loathes the honeycomb. I admired 
indeed, but my admiration was void of the enthusiasm which I for- 
merly felt. I remember particularly having felt, while in the Bod- 
leian, like the Persian magician who visited the enchanted library in 
the bowels of the mountain, and wdllingly suffered himself to be en- 
closed in its recesses,^ while less eager sages retired in alarm. Now 
1 had some base thoughts concerning luncheon, which was most mu- 
nificently supplied by Surtees [at his rooms in University College], 
with the aid of the best ale I ever drank in my life, the real wine oi 
C ert'S, and worth that of Bacchus. Dr. Jenkyns," the vice-chancellor, 
did me the honour to call, but I saw^ him not. I called on Charles 
Douglas at All-Souls, and had a chat of an hour with him.^ 


^ Wther's Tales qf the East, 3 vols. 8vo, 
Lrt ltl2. IlistoTy of Avicene^ vol. ii. pp. 452- 


- Dr. Richard .Jenky ns, Master of Balliol Col 
lege.— j. G. L. 

^ Charles Douglas succeeded bis brother 
Baron Douglas of Douglas, in 1844. 
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Before three set out for Cheltenham, a long and uninteresting 
drive, which we achieved by nine o’clock. My sister-in-law [Mrs, 
Thomas Scott] and her daughter instantly came to the hotel, and 
seem in excellent health and spirits. 

November 22. — Breakfasted and dined with Mrs. Scott, and leav- 
ing Cheltenham at seven, pushed on to Worcester to sleep. 

"November 23. — Breakfasted at Birmingham, and slept at Maccles- 
field- As we came in between ten and eleven, the people of the inn 
expressed surprise at our travelling so late, as the general distress of 
the manufacturers has rendered many of the lowmr class desperately 
outrageous. The inn was guarded by a special watchman, who alarm- 
ed us by giving his signal of turn out, but it proved to be a poor de- 
serter who had taken refuge among the carriages, and who was re- 
claimed by his sergeant. The people talk gloomily of winter, when 
the distress of the poor will be increased. 

November 24. — Breakfasted at Manchester. Ere we left, the sen- 
ior churchwarden came to offer us his services, to show us the town, 
principal manufactures, etc. We declined his polite offer, pleading 
haste. 1 found his opinion about the state of trade more agreeable 
than I had ventured to expect. He said times were mending gradu- 
ally but steadily, and that the poor-rates were decreasing, of which 
none can be so good a judge as the churchwarden. Some months 
back the people had been in great discontent on account of the power 
engines, which they conceived diminished the demand for operative 
labour. There was no politics in their discontent, however, and at 
present it was diminishing. We again pressed on — and by dint of 
exertion reached Kendal to sleep ; thus getting out of the region of 
the stern, sullen, unwashed artificers, whom you see lounging sulkily 
along the streets of -the towns- in Lancashire, cursing, it would seem 
by their looks, the stop of trade which gives them leisure, and the 
laws which prevent them employing their spare time. God’s justice 
is requiting, and will yet further requite those who have blown up 
this country into a state of unsubstantial opulence, at the expense of 
the health and morals of the lower classes. 

November 25. — Took two pair of horses over the Shap Fells, which 
are covered with snow, and by dint of exertion reached Penrith to 
breakfast. Then rolled on till we found our own horses at Hawick, 
and returned to our own home at Abbotsford about three in the 
morning. It is well we made a forced march of about one hundred 
miles, for I think the snow would have stopped us had we lingered. 

[Abbotsford^l November 26. — Consulting my purse, found my o-ood 
£60 diminished to Quarter less Ten. In purse £8. Naturally re- 
flected how much expense has increased since I first travelled. My 
uncle’s servant, during the jaunts we made together while I was a boy, 
used to have his option of a shilling per diem for board wages, and 
usimlly preferred it to having his charges borne. A servant nowadays, 
to be comfortable on the road, should have 4s. or 4s. 6d. board wao'os, 
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wiiieli before ITPO would have maintained his master. But if this 
lie pitiful, it i.^ still more so to find the alteration in my own temper. 
Wlif fi jouii^, on returning from such a trip as I have just had, my 
mind woiilcf have loved to dwell on all I had seen that was rich 
am I rare, or have been placing, perhaps in order, the various additions 
with wliifh I had supplied my stock of information— and now, like a 
st!i|dil hoy blundering over an arithmetical question half obliterated 
oii liis slate, I go stumbling on upon the audit of pounds, shillings, 
and pence. Why, the increase of charge I complain of must con- 
firiiie so long as the value of the thing represented by cash continues 
rise, or as tlie value of the thing representing continues to decrease 
—let the ecoD*'imists settle which is the right way of expressing the 
process when groats turn plenty and eggs grow dear — 

“ And 50 "twiil be when I nm gone, 

The increasing charge will still go on, 

And other bards shall climb these hills, 

And curse your charge, dear evening bills.” 

Well, the skirmish has cost me £200. I wished for information — • 
and I have had to pay for it. The information is got, the money is 
spent, and so this is the only mode of accounting amongst friends. 

I have packed my books, etc., to go by cart to Edinburgh to-mor- 
row. I idled away the rest of the day, happy to find myself at home, 
which is home, though never so homely. And mine is not so home- 
ly neither ; on the contrary, I have seen' in my travels none I liked so 
well — fantastic in architecture and decoration if you please — but no 
real comfort sacrificed to fantasy. Ever gramercy my owm purse,’* 
saith the soiigf “ Ever gramercy my own house,” quoth I. 

Xovmhd' 27. — AVe set off after breakfast, but on reaching Fushie 
Bridge at three, found ourselves obliged to wait for horses, all being 
gone to the smithy to be roughshod in this snoww weather. So we 
stayed dinner, and Peter, coming up with his horses, bowded us into 
town about eight. Walter came and supped with us, which diverted 
some heavy thoughts. It is impossible not to compare this return to 
Edinburgh with others in more happy times. But we should rather 
recollect under what distress of mind I took up my lodgings in Mrs. 
Brown's last summer, and then the balance weighs deeply on the fa- 
vourable side. This house is comfortable and convenient.^ 

l^Uduiburph,] Xovemher 2S . — Went to Court and resumed old hab- 
its. Dined with Walter and Jane at Mrs. Jobson’s. AVhen we re- 
turned were astonished at the news of ’s death, and the manner 

of it ; a quieter, more inoffensive, mild, and staid mind I never knewu 
He was free from all these sinkings of the imagination which render 
those who are liable to them the victims of occasional low spirits. 


f'f all friends in field or town, 

Etci gramercy,*’ eto. 

JDamt Julitna JBernert 


” A furnished house in Walker Street, which 
he had taken for the winter (No. 3). 
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All beloDging to this gifted, as it is called, but often unhappy, class, 
most have felt at times that, but for the dictates of religion, or the 
natural recoil of the mind from the idea of dissolution, there have 
been times when they would have been willing to throw away life as 

a child does a broken toy. But poor was none of these : he 

was happy in his domestic relations; and on the very day on which 
the rash deed w’as committed was to have embarked for rejoining liis 
wife and child, whom I so lately saw’ anxious to impart to him their 
improved prospects. 

0 Lord, w’hat are we — lords of nature ? Why, a tile drops from 
a housetop, which an elephant would not feel more than the fall of a 
sheet of pasteboard, and there lies bis lordship. Or something of in- 
conceivably minute origin, the pressure of a bone, or the inflamma- 
tion of a particle of the brain takes place, and the emblem of the 
Deity destroys itself or some one else. We hold our health and our 
reason on terms slighter than one w’ould desire w’ere it in their choice 
to hold an Irish cabin. 

yovember 29. — Aw'aked from horrid dreams to reconsideration of 
the sad reality; be w'as such a kind, obliging, assiduous creature. I 
thought he came to my bedside to expostulate with me how* I could 
believe such a scandal, and I thought I detected that it w’as but a 
spirit who spoke, by the paleness of his look and the blood flowing 
from his cravat. I had the nightmare in short, and no w’onder. 

1 felt stupefied all this day, but wrote the necessary letters not- 
withstanding. Walter, Jane, and Mrs. Jobson dined with us — but I 
could not gather my spirits. But it is nonsense, and contrary to my 
system, which is of the stoic school, and I think pretty w'eli main- 
tained. It is the only philosophy I know or can practise, but it can- 
not always keep the helm. 

Xovernher 30. — I went to the Court, and on my return set in order 
a sheet or two of copy. We came back about two — the new form of 
hearing counsel makes our sederunt a long one. Dined alone, and 
worked in the evening. 



DECEMBER 


Dfffwhr ]/— The ( eurt again very long in its sitting, and I 
ohliirt ti to reiiiain till tht‘ last. "This is ‘the more troublesome, as in 
ttiiiti f, wiih iny wtUTi-eut eyes, I cannot write so well by candle-light. 

! wIiVji I am quite blind, good-night to you, as the one-eyed 
frll*av said when a tennis ball knocked out his remaining luminary. 
.\fv sle*rt residue of time before dinner was much cut up by calls — 
ail old friends, too, and men whom I love; but this makes the loss 
of time more galling, that one cannot and dare not growl at those on 
whom it has been bestowed. Ilowevcr, I made out two hours bet- 
ter than I expected. I am now once more at my oar, and I will row 
hard. 

Deremher 2. — Returned early from Court, but made some calls by 
tfie way. Dined alone with Anne, and meant to have worked, but — I 
don't know how — this horrid story stuck by me, so I e’en read Bou- 
toiirlin's acconiit of the Moscow campaign to eschew the foul fiend. 

DtCfwher — Wrote five pages before dinner. Sir Thomas Bris- 
bane and Sir William Arbuthnot called, also John A. Murray. Will- 
iam dim‘<i with ns, all vivid with his Italian ideas, only Jane besides. 
Made <nit five pages, I think, or nearly. 

Diemher 4. — Much colded, which is no usual complaint of mine, 
leit worked a!»oiit five leaves, so I am quite up with my task-wmrk 
aie! better. But my books from Abbotsford have not arrived. Dined 
with the Royal Society Club — about thirty members present — too 
many for company. After coffee, the Society were like Mungo in 
The Padlock,'^ I listened, without understanding a single word, to 
two scientific papers; one about the tail of a comet, and the other 
about a ehiieky-stone ; besides hearing Basil Hall describe, and see- 


: thf* winter of 182f,~7 Sir Walter 

p y^reat pain iononzh to have disturbed 
f any ojhor man's i abours, whether 

r.r '.terarvi from successive athicks of 
rh«':.:!r.at:sm, wh'.ch ser-ms to have been fixed 
on li;m by the wet sheets of one of his French 
inns; and h;s Diary contains, besides, various 
ind;..-at;ons that his constitution was already 
shaking iinder the fatigue to which he had 
S!i!'jected it. Formerly, however great the 
quantity of work he put throutrh li;s hands, 
h:> evenings were almost all reserved for the 
I Sill Kading of an elbow-chair, or the enjov- 
r.j'vA. -tf h;,;;; family and frieiitis. Now he seem- 
# d Id gyrije every minute that was not spent 
at h.,- desk. The little that he read of new 
iKvks. or for mere amusement, w;is done by 


snatches in the course of his meals; and to 
xyalk. when he could walk at all, to the Par- 
liament House, and back again through tho 
Princes Street Gardens, was his only exercise 
and his only relaxation. Every ailment, of 
whatever sort, ended in aggravating his lame- 
ness; and, perhaps, the severest test his phi- 
losophy encountered was the feeling of bodily 
helplessness that from week to week crept 
upon him. The winter, to make bad worse, 
was a very cold and stormy one. The growing 
sluggishness of his blood showed itself in chil- 
blains, not only on the feet but the fingers, 
and his handwriting becomes more and more 
cramped and confused.— Xi/e, vol. ix. pp. 58-9. 

" See BickerstafTs Comic Opera, The Pad- 
lock. 
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iiig liioi exhibit, a new azimuth. I have half a miinl to rut the whole 
concern; and yet the situation is honourable, and, as Bob Acres says, 
one should think of their honour. We took possession of our new 
rooms on the Mound, which are very handsome and gentlemanlike. 

December 5. — x\nnoyed with the cold and its consequences all 
night, and wish I could shirk the Court this morning. But it must 
not he. Was kept late, and my cold increased. I have had a regu- 
lar attack of this for many years past whenever I return to the seden- 
tary life and heated rooms of Edinburgh, which are so different from 
the open air and constant exercise of the country. Odd enough tliat 
during cold weather and cold nocturnal journeys the cold never 
touched me, yet I am no sooner settled in comfortable quarters and 
warm well-aired couches, but /a voUa, I made a shift to finish mv 
task, however, and even a leaf more, so we are bang up. We dined 
and supped alone, and I went to bed early. 

December 6. — A bad and disturbed night with fever, headache, 
and some touch of cholera morbus, which greatly disturbed my slum- 
bers. But I fancy Nature was scouring the gun after her own fash- 
ion. I slept little till morning, and then lay abed, contrary to my 
wont, until half -past nine o’clock, when I came down to breakfast. 
Went to Court, and returned time enough to write about five leaves. 
Dined at Skene’s, where \ve met Lord Elgin and Mr. Stewart, a son 
of Sir M. Shaw Stewart, whom I knew and liked, poor man. Talked 
among other things and persons of Sir J. Campbell of Ardkinglas, 
w’ho is now here.^ He is happy in escaping from his notorious title 
of Callander of Craigforth. In my youth he was a black-leg and 
swindler of the first water, and like Pistol did 

“ Somewhat lean to cut-purse of quick hand.” ® 

He was obliged to give up his estate to his son Colonel Callander, a 
gentleman of honour, and as Dad went to the Continent in the midst 
of the French Revolution, he is understood to have gone through 
many scenes. At one time. Lord Elgin assured us, be seized upon 
the island of Zante, as he pretended, by direct authority from the 
English Government, and reigned there very quietly for some months, 
until, to appease the jealousy of the Turks, Lord Elgin despatched a 
frigate to dethrone the new sovereign. Afterwards he traversed 
India in the dress of a fakir. He is now eighty and upwards. 

I should like to see what age and adventures have done upon him. 
I recollect him a very handsome, plausible man. Of all good breed- 
ing, that of a swindler (of good education, be it understood) is the 
most perfect. 

1 This gentleman publisTbed his own Memoirs son's suggestion, and by Lord Keith's author- 
(2 %'ols. Svo, Lond. 1^2). They read like chap- ity. Sir~ James died in lSd2 ai a very great 
tors from the ^4ra6ian JTights. He gives a age. 
somewhat different account of his occupation 

of Zante, v»hich he says was effected at Kel- 5 Henry r. Act v. Sc. 1. 

14 
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December 7. — Again a very disturbed night, scarce sleeping an 
hour, yet well when I rose in the morning. I did not do above a leaf 
to-day, because I had much to read. But I am up to one-fourth of 
the volume, of 400 pages, which I began on the first December cur- 
rent; the 31st must and shall see the end of vol. vi. We dined alone. 

I had a book sent me by a very clever woman, in defence of what she 
calls the rights of her sex. Clever, though. I hope she will pub- 
lish it. 

December 8. — Another restless and deplorable Knight — night I 
should say — faith, either spelling will suit. Returned early, but much 
done up with my complaint and want of sleep last night. I wrought 
however, but with two or three long interruptions, my drowsiness 
being irresistible. Went to dine with John Murray, where met his 
brother Henderland, Jeiffrey, Harry Cockburn, Rutherfurd, and others 
of that file. Very pleasant — capital good cheer and excellent wine — 
much laugh and fun. 

December 9. — I do not know why it is that when I am with a party 
of my Opposition friends, the day is often merrier than when with 
our own set. Is it because they are cleverer? Jeffrey and Harry 
Cockburn are, to be sure, very extraordinary men, yet it is not owing 
to that entirely. I believe both parties meet with the feeling of some- 
thing like novelty. We have not worn out our jests in daily contact. 
There is also a disposition on such occasions to be courteous, and of 
course to be pleased. Wrought all day, but rather dawdled, being 
abominably drowsy. I fancy it is bile, a visitor I have not had this 
long time. 

December 10. — An uncomfortable and sleepless night; and the 
lime water assigned to cure me seems far less pleasant, and about as 
inefficacious as lime punch would be in the circumstances. I felt 
main stupid the whole forenoon, and though I wrote my task, yet it 
was with great intervals of drowsiness and fatigue which made me, 
as we Scots says, dover away in my arm-chair. Walter and Jane came 
to dinner, also my Coz Colonel Russell, and above and attour^ James 
Ballantyne, poor fellow. We had a quiet and social evening, I act- 
ing on prescription. Well, I have seen the day — but no matter. 

December 11. — Slept indifferent well with a feverish halo about 
me, but no great return of my complaint. It paid it off this morn- 
ing, however, but the difference was of such consequence that I made 
an ample day’s work, getting over six pages, besides what I may do. 
On this, the 11th December, I shall have more than one-third of vol. 
vi. finished, which was begun on the first of this current month. 
Dined quiet and at home. I must take no more frisks till this fit 
is over. 

“When once life’s day draws near the gloaming, 

Then farewell careless social roaming; 

And farewell cheerful tankards foaming, 
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And social noise; 

And farewell dear deluding woman. 

The joj of Jovsl”^ 

Long life to tliy fame and peace to thy soul, Rob Burns I AVhen I 
want to express a sentiment which I feel strongly, I find the phrase 
in Shakespeare — or thee. The blockheads talk of my being like 
Shakespeare — not fit to tie his brogues.^ 

December 12. — Did not go to the Parliament House, but drove 
with AValter to Dalkeith, where we missed the Duke, and found 
Mr. Blakeney. One thing I saw there which pleased me much, 
and that was my own picture, painted twenty years ago by Raeburn 
for Constable, and which was to have been brought to sale among 
the rest of the wreck, hanging quietly up in the dining-room at Dal- 
keith.® I do not care much about these things, yet it would have 
been annoying to have been knocked down to the best bidder even 
in effigy ; and I am obliged to the friendship and delicacy which 
placed the portrait where it now is. Dined at Archie Swintor/s, with 
all the cousins of that honest clan, and met Lord Cringietie,^ his wife, 
and others. Finished my task this day. 

December 13. — Went to the Court this morning early, and re- 
mained till past three. Then attended a meeting of the Edinburgh 
Academy Directors on account of some discussion about flogging. I 
am an enemy to corporal punishment, but there are many boys who 
will not attend without it. It is an instant and irresistible motive, 
and I love boys’ heads too much to spoil ‘them at the expense of their 
opposite extremity. Then, when children feel an emancipation on 
this point, we may justly fear they will loosen the bonds of disci- 
pline altogether. The master, I fear, must be something of a despot 
at the risk of his becoming something like a tyrant. He governs 
subjects whose keen sense of the present is not easily ruled by any 
considerations that are not pressing and immediate. I was indiffer- 
ently well beaten at school ; but I am now quite certain that twice as 
much discipline would have been well bestowed. 

Dined at home with Walter and Jane ; they with Anne went out 
in the evening, I remained, but not I fear to work much. I feel sore- 
ly fagged. I am s^lv fagged. Then I cannot get *s fate out 

of my head. I see that kind, social, beneficent face never turned to 
me without respect and complacence, and — I see it in the agonies of 
death. This is childish ; I tell myself so, and I trust the feeling to 
no one else. But here it goes down like the murderer who could 
not cease painting the ideal vision of the man he had murdered, and 

1 Burns's lines to J. Smith. 

2 Delta's lines on Leslie's portrait of Scott 
may be recorded here : — 

Brnt'r.er of Homer and of him 
On Avon's s'nore, mid twiligrbt dim, 

"Who dreamed im.-norta! dreams, and took 
From Nature's hand her picture book} 


Time bath not seen. Time may no*, see, 

Till ends his rei^r*-, a U'-ird '.i'kt ihee. 

2 N'ow at Bowhill. 

* James Wolfe Murray suc 'eeded Lord Mead* 
otvbank on the Benc'a as Lord Cringietie, in No- 
vember. 1S16. and died :n ISod. 
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who he supposed haunted him. A thousand fearful images and dire 
suggestions glance along the mind when it is moody and discontented 
with itself. Command them to stand and show themselves, and you 
presently assert the power of reason over imagination. But if hy 
any strange alterations in one’s nervous system you lost for a mo- 
ment the talisman which controls these fiends, would they not terrify 
into obedience with their mandates, rather than we would dare lon- 
ger to endure their presence ? 

December 14. — Annoyed with this cursed complaint, though I live 
like a hermit on pulse and water. Bothered, too, with the Court, 
which leaves me little room for proof - sheets, and none for copy. 
They sat to-day till past two, so before I had walked home, and called 
for half an hour on the Chief Commissioner, the work part of the 
day was gone ; and then my lassitude — I say lassitude — not indo- 
lence — is so great that it costs me an hour’s nap after I come home. 
A¥e dined to-day with R. Dundas of Arniston — Anne and I. There 
was a small cabal about Cheape’s election for Professor of Civil Law, 
which it is thought we can carry for him. He deserves support, hav- 
ing been very indifferently used in the affair of the Beacon^'^ where cer- 
tain high Tories showed a great desire to leave him to the mercy of 
the enemy ; as Feeble says, “I will never bear a base mind.”^ We 
drank some “ victorious Burgundy,” contrary to all prescription. 

December 15. — Egad! I think I am rather better for my good 
cheer 1 I have passed one quiet night at least, and that is something 
gained. A glass of good wine is a gracious creature, and reconciles 
poor mortality to itself, and that is what few things can do. 

Our election went off very decently ; no discussions or aggravat- 
ing speeches. Sir John Jackass seconded the Whig’s nominee. So 
much they will submit to to get a vote. The numbers stood — Cheape,^ 
138 ; Bell, 132. Majority, 6 — mighty hard run. The Tory interest 
was weak among the old stagers, where I remember it so strong, but 
preferment, country residence, etc., has thinned them. Then it was 
strong in the younger classes. The new Dean, James Moncreiff,'^ 
presided with strict propriety and impartiality. Walter and Jane 
dined with us. 


1 A Party Newspaper started by the Tories 
in Edinburgh at the beginning of 1821, It was 
suppressed in the month of August, but during 
the interval contrived to give great offence to 
the Whig leaders by its personality. Lockhart 
says of it that “a more pitiable mass of blunders 
and imbecility was never heaped together than 
the whole of this affair exhibited;” and Scott, 
who was one of its founders, along with the 
Lord Advocate and other official persons, wrote 
to Erskine, “I am terribly malcontent about 
the Beacon. I was dragged into the bond 
against all reasons I could make, and now they 
have allowed me no vote regarding standing 
or flying. Entre nous., our friends went into the 
thing like fools, and came out very like cow- 
ards.” The wretched libels it contained cost 
Sir A. Boswell his life, and for a moment en- 


dangered that of Scott.— See Life, vol. vi. pp. 
426-429, and Cockburn’s Memorials, p. 312. 

2 2 Heni'y IV. Act iii. Sc. 2. 

3 Douglas Cheape, whose Introductory Lect- 
ure w’as published in 1827. Mr. Cheape died 
in 1861. 

4 .Tamos Moncreiff, son of the Rev. Sir Henry 
Wellwood. The new Dean succeeded Lord Al- 
loway on the Scotch Bench in 1829, and died in 
1851. Cockburn writes of him thus “ During 
the twenty-one years he was on the civil and 
criminal benches, he performed all his duties 
admirably. Law-learning and law-reasoning, 
industry, honesty, and high - minded purity 
could do no more for any judge. After forty 
years of unbroken friendship, it is a pleasure 
to record my love of the man, and ray admira- 
tion of his character. — Journals, vol. ii. p. 364. 
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December 16. — Another bad- night. I remember I used to tliink 
a slight illness was a luxurious thing. My pillow was then softened 
by the hand of aiiection, and all the little cares wliieh were put in 
exercise to soothe the languor or pain were more flatteriog and 
pleasing than the consequences of the illness were disagreeable. It 
was a new sense to be watched and attended, and I used to tliink that 
the Jfalade ima[/i/iah'e galiK^d sometliing by his huinoiir.' It is dilfer- 
eiit in the latter stages. The old post-chaise gets more shattered and 
out of order at every turn ; windows will not be pulled up ; doors re- 
fuse to open, or being open will not shut again — which last is rather 
iny case. There is some new subject of complaint every inoiiieiit; 
your sicknesses come thicker and thicker ; your comforting or sym- 
pathising friends fewer and fewer; for why should they sorrow for 
the course of nature ? The recollection of youth, health, and iiiiiiiter- 
rupted powers of activity, neither improved nor enjoyed, is a poor 
strain of comfort. The best is, the long halt will arrive at last, and 
cure all. 

AVe had a long sitting in the Court. Came home through a cold 
easterly rain without a greatcoat, and wuis well wet, A goodly med- 
icine for my aching bones.^ Dined at Mr. Adam "Wiisoirs, and had 
some good singing in the evening. Saw Dr. Stokoe, who attended 
Boney in Saint Helena, a plain, sensible sort of man." 

December 17. — This was a day of labour, agreeably varied by a 
pain which rendered it scarce possible to sit upright. My Journal is 
getting a vile chirurgical aspect. 

I begin to be afraid of the odd consequences complaints in the 
post equitem are said to produce. Walter and Jane dined. Mrs. 
Skene came in the evening. 

December 18 . — Almost sick with pain, and it stops everything. I 
shall tire of my Journal if it is to contain nothing but biles and plasters 
and unguents. In my better days I had stories to tell ; but death 
has closed the long dark avenue upon loves and friendships; and I 
can only look at them as through the grated door c»f a long burial- 
place tilled with monuments of those who were once dear to me, with 
no insincere wish that it may open for me at no distant period, pro- 
vided such be the will of God. My pains were those of the heart, 
and had something tiattering in their character ; if in the head, it was 
from the blow of a bludgeon gallantly received and well paid back. 

I went to the meeting of the Commissioners U there was none to- 
day. The carriage had set me down ; so I walked from the college 
in one of the sourest and most unsocial days which I ever felt. Why 
should I have liked this ? I do not know* ; it is my dogged humour 
to yield little to external circumstances. Sent an excuse to the Royal 
Society, liow^ever. 

1 Troilus and Cresnda, Act v. Sc. 2. surgeon in the Uc-et at Trafa’.gar. and was after- 

wards apnoimeu to St. He’ena. 

- Dr. Stokoe, who had settled at Durham. 3 The I’u'.vers.ty Commission. — See a7ite. p. 
died suddouly at York in 1S52. He had been 163. 
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iJitembtr 19. — Went to Court No, I lie; I Lad business there. 
Wrote a task ; no more ; could not. AVent out to Dalkeith, and dined 
mitli the Duke. It delights me to hear this hopeful young nobleman 
talk with sense and firmness about his plans for improving his estate, 
mid eiiiploviiig the poor. If God and the world spare him, he will be 

far kiiowiUas a true Scots lord.' 

i!U. —Being a Teind dav, I had a little repose. \\e 
illiied at Hector Macdonald's with William Clerk and some young- 
sltTS. Highland hospitality as usual. I got some work done 

io-dav. 

Aeemkr 21.— In the house till two o’clock nearly. Came home, 
i’urrected proof-sheets, etc., mechanically. All w^ell, would the ina- 
cliine Liit keep in order, but ‘‘The spinning wheel is auld and stiff.” 

I think I shall not live to the usual verge of human existence. I 
shall never see the threescore and ten, and shall be summed up at a 
discount. No help for it, and no matter either. 

December 22 . —Foot old Honour and Glory dead — once Lord 
Moira, more lately Lord Hastings. He was a man of very considera- 
ble talents, but had an overmastering degree of vanity of the grossest 
kind. It followed of course that he was gullible. In fact the pro- 
pensity was like a ring in his nose into which any rogue might put a 
string.*' He had a high reputation for war, but it was after the petti- 
fi»giring hostilities in America where he had done some clever things. 
He died, having the credit, or rather having had the credit, to leave 
more debt than any man since Caesar’s time. £1,200,000 is said to 
be the least. There was a time that I knew him tvell, and regretted 
the foibles which mingled with his character, so as to make his noble 
qualities sometimes questionable, sometimes ridiculous. He was al- 
ways kind to me. Poor Plantagenet ! Young Percival went out to 
dine at Dalkeith with me. 

December 24. — To add to my other grievances I have this day a 
proper fit of rheumatism in my best knee. I pushed to Abbotsford, 
however, after the Court rose, though compelled to howl for pain as 
they helped me out of the carriage. 

December 25. — By dint of abstinence and opodeldoc 
1 passed a better night than I could have hoped for ; hut took up my 
ludgiiig in the chapel room, as it is called, for going upstairs was im- 
|)ossible. 

To-day I have been a mere wTetch. I lay in bed till past eleven, 
thiiikiiig to get rid of the rheumatism ; then I walked as far as Turn- 
again wdih much pain, and since that time I have just roasted my- 
self like a potato by the fireside in my study, slumbering away my 
precious time, and unable to keep my eyes open or my mind intent 
vii anything, if I would have given my life for it. I seemed to sleep 

i TLe long life of Walter, fifth Duke of Buc- carried with him to the grave in 1884 the love 
CieacQ, laqre limn falfllled the hopes and pro<x- and respect of his countrymen, 

tjjai.cs vf liis fnead. A "true Scots lord/’ be 



JOURNAL 


215 


1826 .] 

tolerably, too, last night, but I suppose Nature had not her dues prop- 
erly paid ; neither has she for some time. 

I saw the filling up of the quarry on the terrace walk, and was 
pleased. Anne and 1 dined at Mertouu, as has been my old wont 
and use as Christmas day comes about. We were late in setting out, 
and I have rarely seen so dark a night. The mist rolled like volumes 
of smoke on the road before us. 

Dectniher 26. — Returned to Abbotsford this morning. I heard it 
reported that Lord B. is very ill. If that be true it affords ground 

for liupe that Sir John is not immortal. Both great bores. But 

the Earl has something of wild clev'erness, far exceeding the ponder- 
uus stupidity of the Cavaliero Jackasso. 

Leceiitbir 27. — Still weak with this wasting illness, but it is clear- 
ly going off. Time it should, quoth Sancho. I began my w’ork again, 
which had slumbered betwixt pain and weakness. In fact I could 
not write or compose at all. 

December 2S. — Stuck to my work. Mr. Serope came to dinner, 
and remained next day. We were expecting young Percival and his 
wife, once my favourite and beautiful Nancy M'Leod, and still a very 
fine woman ; hut they came not. 

In bounced G. T[homson], alarmed by an anonymous letter, which 
acquainted him that thirty tents full of Catholics were coming to 
celebrate high mass in the Abbey church ; and to consult me on such 
a precious document he came prancing about seven at night. I hope 
to get him a kirk before he makes any extraordinary explosion of 
simplicity. 

December 29. — Mr. and Mrs. Percival came to-day. He is son of 
the late lamented statesman, equally distinguished by talents and in- 
tegrity. The son is a clever young man, and has read a good deal ; 
pleasant, too, in society ; but tampers with phrenology, 'whicdi is un- 
worthy of his father’s son. There is a certain kind of cleverish men, 
either half educated or cock-brained by nature, who are attached to 
that same turnipology. I am sorry this gentleman should take such 
whims — sorry even for his name’s sake. Walter and Jane arrived; 
so our Christmas party tliiekeus. Sir Adam and Colonel Ferguson 
dined. 

December 30. — Wrote and wrought hard, then w’ent out a drive 
with Mr. and Mrs. Percival ; and went round by the lake. If my days 
of good fortune should ever return I will lay out some pretty rides at 
x\bbotsford. 

Last day of an eventful year ; much evil and some good ; but es- 
pecially the courage to endure what Fortune' sends without becoming 
a pipe for her fingers.^ 

It is not the last day of the year, but to-morrow being Sunday we 
hold our festival of neighbours to-day instead. The Fergusons came 


i Samlet, Act ni. Sc. 2. — j. G. l. 
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fii masse, and we liad all the usual appliances of mirth and good 
elieer. Yet our party, like the chariot-wheels of Pharaoh in the Red 

Sea, dragged heavily- 

Some "of the party grow old and infirm; others thought of the 
aliseiiee of the hostess” whose reception of her guests was always kind. 
We did as well as we could, however. 


“It’s useless to murmur and pout — 

There’s no good in making ado; 

’Tis well the old year is out, 

And time to begin a new.’" 

December 31. — It must be allowed that the regular recurrence of 
annual festivals among the same individuals has, as life advances, 
something in it that is melancholy. "We meet on such occasions like 
the survivors of some perilous expedition, wounded and w^eakened 
ourselves, and looking through the diminished ranks of those who re- 
main, while we think of those who are no more. Or they are like 
the feasts of the Caribs, in which they held that the pale and speech- 
less phantoms of the deceased appeared and mingled with the living. 
Yet where shall we fly from vain repining ? Or why should we give 
up the comfort of seeing our friends, because they can no lono-er be 
to us, or we to them, what we once were to each other ? 



lS27.—JAXUARy 


January 1. — God make this a liappy year to tlie King and coim- 
try, and to all Iioiiest men I 

I went witli all our family to-day to dine as usual at tlie kind 
lioose of Huntly Burn : but the same cloud which hung over us on 
Saturday still had its iniiuence. The effect of grief upon [those] who, 
like myself and Sir A, R, are highly susceptible of humour, has, I 
think, been finely touched by Wordsworth in the character of the 
merry village teacher Matthew, 'whom Jeffrey profanely calls the hys- 
terical sclioolmasterd But, with my friend Jeffrey's pardon, I think 
he loves to see imagination best when it is bitted and managed and 
ridden upon the grand pas. He does not make allowance for starts 
and sallies and bounds when Pegasus is beautiful to behold, though 
sometimes perilous to his rider. Xot that I think the amiable bard 
of Rydal shows judgment in choosing such subjects as the popular 
mind cannot sympathise in. It is unwise and unjust to himself. I 
do not compare myself, in point of imagination, with Wordsworth — 
far from it; for [his] is naturally exquisite, and highly cultivated by 
constant exercise. But I can see as many castles in the clouds as 
any man, as many genii in the curling smoke of a steam engine, as 
perfect a Persepolis in the embers of a sea-coal fire. My life has been 
spent in such day-dreams. But I cry no roast-meat. Tiiere are times 
a man should remember what Rousseau used to say : Tak-toi^ Jean- 
Jacques, car on ne f entend pas 

January 2. — I had resolved to mark down no more griefs and 
groans, but I must needs briefly state that I am nailed to my chair 
like the unhappy Theseus. The rheumatism, exasperated by my sortie 
of yesterday, has seized on my only serviceable knee — and I am, by 
Proserpine, motionless as an anvil. Beeches and embrocations are all 
I have for it. Diabit.' there was a twinge. The Russells and Fergusons 
here ; but I was fairly driven off the pit after dinner, and compelled 
to retreat to my own bed, there to howl till morning like a dog in his 
solitary cabin. 

January 3. — Mending slowly. Two things are comfortable — Is?, 
I lose no good weather out of doors, for the ground is covered -^'ith 
snow ; 2c?, That, by exerting a little stoicism, I can make my illness 
promote the advance of Xap. As I can scarcely stand, however, I 


J “A balf-crazy sentimental person. ^ ilme. de Bouifiers's saying to I'ne author of 
Rev, Xo. xxlii. p. 135.— jr. G. l. Julie. 
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am terriWv awkward at consulting books, maps, etc. The work grows 
under mv band, however; voL vi. [mpoleon] will be finished this 
week, I believe. Russells being still with us, I was able by dint of 
liantlinrr and chairing to get to the dining-room and the drawing-room 

ill the evening. 

Talking of Wordsworth, he told Anne and me a story, the object 
of which was to show that Crabbe had not imagination. He, Sir 
ik'urge Beaumont, and Wordsworth were sitting together in Murray 
the tfookseller s back-room. Sir George, after sealing a letter, blew 
out the eaiidle, which had enabled him^ to do so, and, exchanging a 
look with Wordsworth, began to admire in silence the undulating 
thread of smoke which slowly arose from the expiring wick, when 
Crabbe put on the extinguisher. Anne laughed at the instance, and 
inquired if the taper was wax, and being answered in the negative, 
seemed to think that there w^as no call on Mr. Crabbe to sacrifice his 
sense of smell to their admiration of beautiful and evanescent forms. 
In two other men I should have said this is affectations,”' with Sir 
Hugh Evans ; hut Sir George is the man in the world most void of 
affectation ; and then he is an exquisite painter, and no doubt saw 
where the incident would have succeeded in painting. The error is 
not in you yourself receiving deep impressions from slight hints, but 
in supposing that precisely the same sort of impression must arise in 
the mind of men otherwise of kindred feeling, or that the common- 
place folks of the world can derive such inductions at any time or 
under any circumstances. 

January 4. — My enemy gained some strength during the watches 
of the night, but has again succumbed under scalding fomentations of 
camomile flow’ers. I still keep my state, for my knee, though it has 
ceased to pain me, is very feeble. We began to fill the ice-house to- 
day. Dine alone — en famille^ that is, Jane, Anne, Walter, and L Why, 
this makes up for aickeSy as poor John Kemble used to call them. 
After tea I broke off work, and read my young folks the farce of the 
Critic^ and ‘‘merry folks were we.” 

January 5. — I waked, or ahed if you please, for five or six hours 
1 think, then fevered a little. I am better though, God be thanked, 
and can now shuffle about and help myself to what I want without 
ringing every quarter of an hour. It is a fine clear sunny day ; I 
should like to go out, but flannel and poultices cry nay. So I drudge 
away with the assisting of Pelet,who has a real French head, believ- 
ing all he desires should be true, and affirming all he wishes should 
be believed. Skenes (Mr. and Mrs., with Miss Jardine) arrived about 
six o'clock. Skene very rheumatic, as well as I am. 

January 6. — Worked till dusk, but not with much effect ; my head 
and mind not clear somehow. W. Laidlaw at dinner. In the evening 
read Foote’s farce of the Commissary^ said to have been levelled at 


I Merry ffives of Windsor, Act i. Sc, l.—j. g. l. 
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Sir Lawrence Dundas ; but Sir Lawrence was a man of family. Wal- 
ter and Jane dined at Mertoun. 

January 7. — Wrought till twelve, then sallied and walked with 
Skene for two miles; home and corrected proofs, and to a large 
amount. Mr. Scrope and George Thomson dined. 

January 8. — Slept W’ell last night in consequence I think of my 
walk, which I will, God willing, repeat to-day. I wrote some letters 
too long delayed, and sent o2 my packets to J. B. Letter from C. 
Sharpe very pressing. I should employ my interest at Windsor to 
oppose the alterations on the town of Edinburgh. “ One word from 
you, and all that.” I don’t think I shall speak that word though. I 
hate the alterations, that is certain ; but then ne accesseris in cojuilium 
nki vocatus^ — what is the use of my volunteering an opinion I Again, 
the value of many people’s property may depend on this plan going 
forward. Have I a right from mere views of amenity to interfere with 
those serious interests ? I something doubt it. Then I have always 
said that I never meddle in such work, and ought I sotto voce now to 
begin it I By my faith I won't : there are enough to state the case 
besides me.^ 

The young Duke of B. came in to bid us good-by, as he is going 
off to England. God bless him I He is a hawk of a good nest. Af- 
terwards I walked to the Welsh pool, Skene declining to go, for I 

‘‘ not over stout of limb, 

Seem stronger of the two.” 

January 9. — This morning received the long-expected news of the 
Duke of York’s death.* I am sorry both on public and private ac- 
counts. His R.H. was, while he occupied the situation of next in the 
royal succession, a Breakwater behind the throne. I fear his brother 
of Clarence’s opinions may be different, and that he will hoist a stand- 
ard under which will rendezvous men of desperate hopes and evil de- 
# signs. I am sorry, too, on my own account. The Duke of York was 
uniformly kind to me, and though I never tasked his friendship deep- 
ly, yet I find a powerful friend is gone. His virtues were honour, 
good sense, integrity ; and by exertion of these qualities he raised 
the British army from a very low ebb to be the pride and dread of 
Europe. His errors were those of a sanguine and social temper ; he 
could not resist the temptation of deep play, which was fatally allied 
with a disposition to the bottle. This last is incident to his complaint, 


^ Mr. Sharpe was doing what he could by 
voice and pen to prevent the destruction o*f 
many historic buildings in Edinburgh, which 
the craze for ••improvements” caused at this 
time. St. Giles’ Church was unfortunately left 
to its fate. Witness its external condition at 
the present day ! 

The immediate cause of Mr. Sharpe's letter 
was a him to him from the Court, “ that one 
person is ali powerful in everything regarding 


Scotland, I mean Sir W. S. ” This was not the 
only appeal made to Scoii to interpose, and 
that he had done so at least in one esse effect- 
ually may be seen by referring to Sharpe's 
Letters, vol. ii. pp. 3S0,’3SS, 3S9. 

2 Scott sent a biographical notice of the Duke 
of York to the Joui-nal on this day. It 

is now included in the Misc. Prose Works, vol. 
iv. pp. iOo-iiG. 
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wlikli vinous influence soothes for the time, while it insidiously in- 
creases it in the end. j. n i -l* i ^ 

Here blows a gale of wind. I w^as to go to Galashiels to settle 
some foolisli lawsuit, and afterwards to have been with Mr. Kerr of 
Kippilaw to treat about a march-dike. I shall content myself with the 
first ilutv, for this day does not suit Bowden-moor. 

Weiu over to Galashiels like the devil in a gale of wind, and found 
a writer contesting with half-a-dozen unwashed artificers the posses- 
sion of a piece of ground the size and shape of a three-cornered pock- 
et-haiidkerehief. Tried to ^‘gar them gree,” and if I succeed, I shall 
think I deserve something better than the touch of rheumatison, which 
is like to be my only reward. 

Seotts of Harden and John Pringle of Clifton dined, and we got 
oii very well. 

Januunj 10. — Enter rheumatism, and takes me by the knee. So 
much for playing the peacemaker in a shower of rain. Nothing for 
it but patience, cataplasm of camomile, and labour in my own room 
the whole day till dinner-time— then company and reading in the 
evening. 

Janucmj 11. — Ditto repeated. I should have thought I would 
have made more of these solitary days than I find I can do. A morn- 
iiiir, or two or three hours before dinner, have often done more efii- 
eieiit work than six or seven of these hours of languor, I cannot say 
of illness, can produce. A how that is slackly strung will never send 
an arrow very far. Heavy snow'. We are engaged at Mr. Scrope’s, 
but I think I shall not be able to go. I remained at borne according- 
ly, and, having nothing else to do, worked hard and effectively. I 
believe my sluggishness was partly owing to the gnawing rheumatic 
pain in my knee, for after all I am of opinion pain is an evil, let Stoics 
say what they will. Thank God, it is an evil which is mending with 
me. 

January 12. — All this day occupied with camomile poultices and 
pen and ink. It is now four o’clock, and I have written yesterday 
and to-day ten of my pages — that is, one-tenth of one of these large 
volumes — moreover, I have corrected three proof-sheets. I wish it 
may not prove fool’s haste, yet I take as much pains too as is in my 
nature. 

13,— The Fergusons, with my neighbours Mr. Scrope and 
Mr. Bainbridge and young Hume, eat a haunch of venison from Drum- 
mond Castle, and seemed happy. We had music and a little dancing, 
and enjoyed in others the buoyancy of spirit that we no longer pos- 
sess ourselves. Yet I do not think the young people of this age so 
gay as we were. There is a turn for persiflage, a fear of ridicule 
among them, which stifles the honest emotions of gaiety and light- 
ness of spirit; and people, when they give in the least to the expan- 
sion of their natural feelings, are always kept under by the fear of 
becoming ludicrous. To restrain your feelings and check your en- 






tlinsiasi.il in tiic cause even of pleasure is now a rule people 

of fasliioii, as miicli as it used to be among pliilosopiiers. 

Jamianj 14. — Weil — my holidays are uut — and I may count my 
gains and losses as honest Rohinson (''.’rnsoe used to balance liis ac- 
counts of good and evil. 

I liav’e not been able, during three weehs, to stir above onec or 
twice from the house. But tlien I have executed a great deal of 
work, wliieii would be otiierwise untinished. 

Again I have sustained long and sleepless nights and iimeli pain. 
True ; but no one is the worse of the tlioiiglits wliieli arise in tlic 
watches of the night ; and for pain, the complaint which brought on 
tliis rlieumatism was not so painful perhaps, but was intinitely more 
disagreeable and depressing. 

Something there has been of diilness in our little reunions of soci- 
ety which t.lid not use to cloud them. But I have seen all my own 
old and kind friends, with my dear children {X'harles alone excepted) ; 
and if we did not rejoice with perfect joy, it was overshadowed from 
the same sense of regret. 

Again, this new disorder seems a presage of the advance of age 
with its infirmities. But age is but the cypress avenue which termi- 
nates in the tomb, where the weary are at rest. 

I have been putting my things to rights to go o5 to-morrow. 
Though I always wonder why it should be so, I feel a dislike to order 
and to task-work of ail kinds — a predominating foible in my disposi- 
tion. I do not mean that it influences me in morals ; for even in youth 
I had a disgust at gross irregularities of any kind, and such as I ran 
into were more from compliance with others and a sort of false 
shame, than any pleasure I sought or found in dissipation. But 
w’hat I mean is a detestation of precise order in petty matters — in 
reading or ansvvering letters, in keeping my piapers arranged and in 
order, and so on. AVeber, and then Gordon, usecl to keep iiiy things 
in some order — now they are verging to utter coiifusioii. And then 
I have let my cash nm ahead since I canic from the Gontineni — I 
must slump the matter as I can. 

^ShandtckJc Plact\^ Jaraiarff 15. — Olf we came, and despite of 
rheumatism I got through the joiiiiiey coinfonabiy. Greeted on m}’ 
arrival by a n limber of small accounts whistling like gTape-shot ; they 
are of no great avail, and incurred, I see, chiefly during the time of 
illness. But I believe it will take me some bard work till I pay them, 
and how to get the time to work \ It will be hard purchased if, as 
I think not unlikely, this bitch of a rheumatism should once more pin 
me to my chair. Coming through Galashiels, we met the Laird of 
Torwoodlee, who, on hearing how long I had been confined, asked 
how I bore it, observing that he had once in his life (Torwoodlee 
must be between sixty and seventy) been confined for five days to the 
house, and was like to hang himself. I regret God's free air as much 
as any man, but I could amuse myself were it in the Bastile. 
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Jmumni !ti,— Wentto Court, and returned through a curious at- 
mosphere, half mist, half rain, famous for rheumatic joints. Yet I 
foil lio increase of niv plaguey malady, but, on the contrary, am rather 
better. 1 had need*, otherw*ise a pair of crutches for life were my 

pretties! help. . . ■ 

Waiter dined with us to-day, Jane remaining with her mother. 
Tiie good affectionate creatures leave us to-morrow. God send them 
a i|uick passage through the Irish Channel ! They go to Gort, where 
Waiter's troop is lying— a long journey for winter days. 

Jamiari/ 17. — Another proper day of mist, sleet, and rain, through 
which I navigated homeward. I imagine the distance to be a mile 
and a half. It is a good thing to secure as much exercise. 

I observed in the papers my old friend Gifford’s funeral. He was 
a man of rare attainments and many excellent qualities. The trans- 
lation of Juvenal is one of the best versions ever made of a classical 
author, and his satire of the Baviad and Maeviad squabashed at one 
blow a set of co.veonibs who might have humbugged the world long 
enough. As a commentator he was capital, could he but have sup- 
pressed his rancour against those who had preceded him in the task, 
fuit a misconstruction or misinterpretation, nay, the misplacing of a 
comma, was in Gifford's eyes a crime worthy of the most severe an- 
imadversion. The same fault of extreme severity went through 
his critical labours, and in general he flagellated with so little pity, 
that people lost their sense of the criminal’s guilt in dislike of the 
savage pleasure which the executioner seemed to take in inflicting the 
punishment. 

This lack of temper probably arose from indifferent health, for he 
was very valetudinary, and realised two verses, wherein he says fort- 
une assigned him — 

“ One eye not over good, 

Two sides that to their cost have stood 
A ten years’ hectic cough, 

Aches, stitches, all the various ills 
That swell the dev’lish doctors bills, 

And sweep poor mortals off.” 

Bat he might also justly claim, as his gift, the moral qualities ex- 
pressed in the next fine stanza — 

“ A soul 

That spurns the crowd’s malign control, 

A firm contempt of wTong: 

Spirits above afflictions’ po\ver, 

And skill to soothe the lingering hour 
With no inglorious song.”^ 

Jaiiuar,/ IS.— To go on with my subject— Gifford was a little man, 

1 Gifforil fc Maciad, 12mo, Land. 1797 ; Ode to Rev. John Ireland, slightly altered. 
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dumpled up together, and so ill-made as to seem almost deformed, 
but with a singular expression of talent in his countenance. Though 
so little of an athlete, he nevertheless beat off Dr. Wolcot, when that 
celebrated person, the most unsparing calumniator of his time, chose 
to be offended wdth Gifford for satirising him in his turn. Peter Pin- 
dar made a most vehement attack, but Gifford had the best of the 
affray, and remained, I think, in triumphant possession of the field of 
action, and of the assailant's cane. Gifford had one singular custom. 
He used always to have a duenna of a housekeeper to sit in his study 
wdtli him w'hile he wrote. This female companion died w'hen I was 
in London, and his distress was extreme. I afterwards heard he got 
her place supplied. I believe there was no scandal in all this.^ 

This is another vile day of darkness and rain, with a heavy yel- 
low mist that might become Charing Cross — one of the benefits of 
our extended city : for that in our atmosphere was unknowm till the 
extent of the buildings below Queen Street. M'Ciilloch of Ardweli 
called. 

AVroiiglit chiefiy on a critique of Mrs. Charlotte Smith's novels,^ 
and proofs. 

Jaauary 19. — L^ncle Adam,^ vide Inheritance^ who retired last 
year from an official situation at the age of eighty -four, although sub- 
ject to fits of giddiness, and although carefully w'atched by his ac- 
complished daughter, is still in the habit of w'alking by himself if he 
can by possibility make an escape. The other day, in one of these 
excursions, he fell against a lamp-post, cut himself much, bled a good 
deal, and w^as carried home by two gentlemen. What said old Rug- 
ged-and-Tough ? Mliy, that his fall against the post was the luckiest 
thing could have befallen him, for the bleeding was exactly the rem- 
edy for his disorder. 

“Lo! stout hearts of men!” 


Called oil said “ uncle," also on David Hume, Lord Chief-Com- 
missioner, Will Clerk, Mrs. Jobson, and others. ]My knee made no 
allowance for my politeness, but has begun to swell again, and to burn 
like a scorpion's bite. 

January 20. — Scarce slept all night ; scarce able to stand or move 
this morning; almost an absolute fixture. 

“ A sleepless knight, 

A weary knight, 

God be the guide.”* 


I William Gifford, editor of the Anti- Jacobin 
in 1797. and the Quarterly from 1S09 to 18‘24. 
H’s political opponent, Leigh Hunt, wrote of 
him in 1812:— 

'■ William Girford’s a natr.e. I think, pretty well known. 
Oh' now I remember.' ’ said Phoebus; — “ah true — 

My thanks to that nac:;e are imdoubtedly due. 

Tile roti that e. it rid of the Cruscas and "Lauras. 

7'hat plaprne of the buttertiies saved me the horrors. 
The .Tuverial t.>o stops a pap in my shelf. 

At least in what Dryden has not done himself, 


Ar.d therte aomdkinp uhttA tven diaia^te mvst reapiet 
In the te;f-(auyhi tzample that tongv-ered negUzi.''' 

— Feast r/ ihe 

2 ?ee Miscell Pros-' jrorl-s^vol. iv pp. 120-70. 

3 Janies Ferrier, Esq. — See p. 103. Febr-aarj- 
3. 1S26. 

< See ifidsTimmer Xight's Dream; a parody 
on Helena's 

“ O weary nipht 
O and tedious cipht” 
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This is at the Court a blank da}', being that of the poor Duke of 
York's fiinorai. I can sit at home, luckily, and fag hard. 

Ami so I have, pretty well ; six leaves written, and four or five 
proof-sheets corrected. ‘ Cadoll came to breakfast, and proposes an 
' iL'hlh vohnno for Kapoleon. I told him he might w'rite to Long- 
iiiaji for their opinion. Seven is an awkward number, and will ex- 
tremely cramp the work. Eight, too, would go into six octavos, 
shoiiM' it ever be called for iu that shape. But it shall be as they 
iist to have it. 

Jaiumri/ ‘21.— A long day of some pain relieved by labour. Dr, 
eanie in and recommended some stuff, wbicb did little good. I 
like ill to lose the ii.se of my precious limbs. Meanwhile, IV 
eoi 2 .‘^in, and sliiitfle the cards. 

Missie dincii with us toVay— an honest Scotch lass, ladylike and 
frank. I finislied about si.v leaves, doing indeed little else. 

Januanj 22,— Work, varied with camomile ; wx get on, though. 
A visit from Basil Hall, with Mr. Audubon the ornithologist, who has 
followed that pursuit by many a long w^andering in the American 
forests. He is an American by naturalisation, a Frenchman by 
Itirth but less of a Frenchman than I have ever seen — ^no dash, or 
glimmer, or shine about him, but great simplicity of manners and be- 
haviour ; slight in person, and plainly dressed ; wears long hair, which 
lime has not yet tinged; his countenance acute, handsome, and in- 
teresting, but still simplicity is the predominant characteristic. I 
wish 1 had gone to see his drawings ; but I had heard so much about 
them that I resolved not to see tkem — a crazy way of mine, your 
honour." — Five more leaves finished. 

Januarij 23. — I have got a piece of armour, a knee-cap of chamois 
leather, which I think does my unlucky rheumatism some good. I 
begin, too, to sleep at night, w'hich is a great comfort. Spent this 
day eonipictely in labour ; only betwixt dinner and tea, while hus- 
banding a tumbler of w'hisky and water, I read the new novel, Eliza- 
beth de Bruce^ — part of it, that is. 

Jafiuary 24. — Visit from Mr. Audubon, who brings some of his 
birds. The drawings are of the first order — the attitudes of the 
birds of the most animated character, and the situations appropriate ; 
one of a snake attacking a bird’s nest, while the birds (the parents) 
peck at the reptile’s eyes — they usually, in the long-run, destroy him, 


» Ji hn JaiEc.:: Audubon was bom in Lonsiana 
;n tbo United States in 17S0, but educated in 
Fraiice. — Buchanan's ZtYe of Audubon, p. 4. 

2 Written bv Mrs, J. Johnstone, in after j’ears 
editor of Ijit's Magazine, well known also as 
the .amlior of Meg Dads' Cookery Bool\ which 

S. r Walter refers to in St. Ronan's Well. Her 
KT.sp of humour and power of delineating char- 
u'-'tor .are shown in her stories and sketche.? in 

T. z-i*. and a gond example of her readr wit has 
i-'cin t-ld by Mr. Alexander Russell, 'editor of 


the Scotsman. On a visit to Altrive Mrs. John- 
stone and her party were kindly received by 
the Ettrick Shepherd, who did the honours of 
the district, and among other places took them 
to a Fairy Well, from which he drew’ a glass of 
sparkling water. Handing it to the lady the 
bard of Kilmeny said, “Hae, Mrs. Johnstone, 
ony merrit wumraan wha drinks a tumbler of 
this will hae twuns in a twalmont’ ! ” “ In that 
case, Mr. Hogg,*’ replied the lady, “I shall only 
take half a tumbler.” 

Mrs. Johnstone died in Edinburgh in 1857. 
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says the naturalist. The feathers of these gay little sylphs, most of 
them from the Southern States, are most brilliant, and aie lepiesented 
with what, were it [not] connected with so much spirit in the attitude, 
I would call a laborious degree of execution. This extreme correct- 
ness is of the utmost consequence to the naturalist, [but] as I think 
(having no knowledge of virtu), rather gives a stifcess to the draw- 
iiK»-s. This sojourner in the desert had been in the woods for months 
totmther. He preferred associating with the Indians to the company 
of the Back Settlers; very justly, I daresay, for a civilised man of 
the lower order— that is, the dregs of civilisation — when thrust back 
on the savage state becomes worse than a savage. They are Words- 
worth's adventurer. 


“ Deliberate and undeceived 
The wild men’s vices who received, 

And gave them back his own.”^ 

The Indians, he says, are dying fast ; they seem to pine and die 
whenever the white population ajiproaches them. The Shawanese, 
who amounted, Mr. Audubon says, to some thousands within his 
memory, are almost extinct, and so are various other tribes. Mr. 
Audubon could never hear any tradition about the mammoth, though 
he made anxious inquiries. He gives no countenance to the idea 
that the Red Indians were ever a more civilised people than at this 
day, or that a more civilised people had preceded them in North 
America. He refers the bricks, etc., occasionally found, and appealed 
to in support of this opinion, to the earlier settlers, — or, where kettles 
and other utensils may have been found, to the early trade between 
the Indians and the Spaniards. 

John RusselP and Leonard Horner® came to consult me about the 
propriety and possibility of retaining the northern pronunciation of 
the Latin in the new Edinburgh Academy.'* I will think of it until 
to-morrow, being no great judge. We had our solitary dinner ; in- 
deed, it is only remarkable nowadays when we have a guest. 

January 25. — Thought during the watches of the night and a 
part of the morning about the question of Latin pronunciation, and 
came to the following conclusions. That the mode of pronunciation 
approved by Buchanan and by Milton, and practised by all nations, 
excepting the English, assimilated in sound, too, to the Spanish, 
Italian, and other languages derived from the Latin, is certainly the 


1 Slightly varied from the lines in Ruih ^ — 
Poems, vol. ii. p. 112, Edinburgh. 1S36. 

2 John Russell (a grandson of Principal Rob- 
ertson), long Chief Clerk in the Jury Court, 
and Treasurer to the Royal Society and the 
Edinburgh Academy. He took a keen interest 
in education, and published in October, 1855, 
some curious Statistics of a Class [Christison’s] 
in the High School [of Edinburgh] from 1787 to 
1791, of which he had been a member. Mr. 
Russell died on January 30, 1862. 

15 


3 Leonard Horner, editor in after years of 
the Memoirs of his brother Francis (2 vols. 8vo, 
London, 1843). He died in 1864. 

* See Report hy the Directors to the Proprie- 
tors of the Edinburgh Academ.y on the Pronun- 
ciation of Latin, Edin. 1827. Sir Walter always 
took a warm interest in the school. His speech 
as Chairman at the opening ceremony, on the 
1st October, 1824, is quoted in the Life, vol. vii, 
p.268. ’ 
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ami i- likewise useful as facilitating the acquisition of sounds 
ivliidi I he Eiiirlishman attemps in vain. Accordingly I wish the 
c‘fR kiievtietl pedant who first disturbed it by reading Emo for Amo, 
aiici qwj ioT qm, had choked in the attempt. But the question is, 
wlit tliiu- a youth who has been taught in a manner different from 
t hat used all over England will be heard, if he presumes to use his 
at the !>«‘ir or the senate; and if he is to be unintelligible or 
Imiienais, the question [arises] whether his education is not imper- 
ffci iiiuler one iiiiportaiit view. I am very unwilling to sacrifice our 
f^fimpshuHS to their old mumpsimiis — still more to humble oursebv^es 
befisre the Saxons while we can keep an inch of the Scottish flag fly- 
iiii:. But this is a question which must be decided not on partialities 
c»r prejudiees. 

1 irot earlv from the Court to-day, and settled myself to work 
hard. 

Jmmuy 20. — My rheumatism is almost gone. I can w'alk wdth- 
oiit Major \Veir, which is the name Anne gives my cane, because it 
is so often (»ut of tlic way that it is suspected, like the staff of that 
famous wizard,^ to be capable of locomotion. Went to Court, and 
tarried till three o'clock, after which transacted business with Mr. 
Gibson and Dr. Inglis as one of Miss Hume’s trustees. Then was in- 
troduced to young Mr. Rennie,’* or he to me, by [Sir] James Hall, a 
genteel-looking young man, and speaks well. He was called into 
public notice by having, many years before, made a draught of a plan 
of his father s for London Bridge. It was sought for when the build- 
ing was really about to take place, and the assistance which young 
Mr. Rennie gave to render it useful raised his character so high, that 
his brother and he are nowin first-rate practice as civil engineers. 

January 27. — Read Elizabeth de Bruce ; it is very clever, but does 
n<'»t show much originality. The characters, though very entertain- 
ing, are iu the manner of other authors, and the finished and filled-up 
portraits of which the sketches are to be found elsewhere. One is 
too apt to feel on such occasions the pettish resentment that you 
might entertain against one who had poached on your manor. But 
tlio case is quite different, and a claim set up on having been the first 
wlio betook himself to the illustration of some particular class of 
character, or department of life, is no more a right of monopoly than 
tlyit asserted by the old buccaneers by setting up a wooden cross, and 
killing an Indian or two on some new discovered island. If they can 
make anything of their first discovery, the better luck theirs ; if not, 
let others come, penetrate further into the country, wTite descriptions, 
wake drawings or settlements at their pleasure. 

We were kept in Parliament House till three. Called to return 
thanks to Mr. Menzies of Pitfoddels, who lent some pamphlets about 


^ Bn’-Et nt Edxburgh in 1670— See Amot’s 

Cnm. Trials 4lo, Ed’.n, 1TS5. 


5 Afterwards Sir John Rennie, knighted on 
the completion of the Bridge. 
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tlie unhappy Duke d'Enghien. Read in the evening Boutourlin and 
SeguT^ to prepare for my Russian campaign. 

Janmrg 28. — Continued my reading with the commentary of the 
D. of If his broad shoulders cannot carry me through, the devil 
must be in the dice. Longman and Company agree to the eight vol- 
umes. It will make the value of the book more than £12,000. 
Wrought indifferent hard. 

Jamiarg 29. — Mr. Gibson breakfasted with Dr. Marshman,® the 
head of the missionaries at Serampore, a great Oriental scholar. He 
is a thin, dark-featured, middle-sized man, about fifty or upwards, his 
eye acute, his hair just beginning to have a touch of the grey. He 
spoke well and sensibly, and seemed liberal in his ideas. He was 
clearly of opinion that general information must go hand in hand, or 
even ought to precede religious instruction. Thinks the influence of 
European manners is gradually making changes in India. The na- 
tives, so far as their religion will allow them, are become fond of Eu- 
ropeans, and invite them to their great festivals. He has a conceit 
that the Afghans are the remains of the Ten Tribes. I cannot find 
he has a better reason than their own tradition, which calls them 
Ben-Israel, and says they are not Ben-Judah. They have Jewish rites 
and ceremonies, but so have all Mahometans ; neither could I under- 
stand that their language has anything peculiar. The worship of 
Bhoodah he conceives to have [been] an original, or rather the orig- 
inal, of Hindu religion, until the Brahmins introduced the doctrines 
respecting caste and other peculiarities. But it would require strong 
proof to show that the superstition of caste could be introduced into 
a country which had been long peopled, and where society had long 
existed without such restriction. It is more like to be adopted in the 
early history of a tribe, when there are but few individuals, the de- 
scent of Tvhom is accurately preserved. How could the castes be dis- 
tinguished or told of in a populous nation ? Dr. Marshman was an 
old friend of poor John Leyden. 

January 30. — Blank day at Court, being the Martyrdom. Wrought 
hard at Bon. all day, though I had settled otherwise. I ought to have 
been at an article for John Lockhart, and one for poor Gillies ; but 
there is something irresistible in contradiction, even when it consists 
in doing a thing equally laborious, but not the thing you are especial- 
ly called upon to do. It is a kind of cheating the devil, which a self- 
willed monster like me is particularly addicted to. Not to make my- 
self worse than I am though, I was full of information about the 
Russian campaign, which might evaporate unless used, like lime, as 
soon after it was wrought up as possible. About three, Pitfoddels 
called. A baiild crack that auld papist body, and well informed. We 
got on religion. He is very angry with the Irish demagogues, and a 


5 Sec arft. p. ‘201. and post. p. min’? Liirs of r Marshman, and Ward. 

' Dr. Marshman died in 1S37. See Marsh- London, 2 vols. Sto. 1'So9. 
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Bmml welkhiriking man.' Heard of Walter and Jane ; all well, God 

In* |iniised ! 

Hv a letter from Gibson I see the gross proceeds of Bonaparte, at 

eight volumes, are £12,600 0 0 

I hscoiiiit, live months 210 0 0 

£12,390 0 0 


I question if more was ever made by a single work, or by a single au- 
thor's labours, iu the same time. But whether it is deserved or not 
is the question. 

Jiiuminj 31. — Young Murray, son of Mr. M., in Albemarle Street, 
lueakfasteii with me. English boys have this advantage, that they 
are well-bred, and can converse when ours are regular-built cubs. I 
am not sure if it is an advantage in the long-run. It is a temptation 
to premature display. 

Wet to the skin coming from the Court. Called on Skene, to give 
him, for the Antiquarian Society, a heart, human apparently, stuck 
full of pins. It was found lying opposite to the threshold of an old 
tenement in [Dalkeith], a little below the surface ; it is in perfect 
preservation. Dined at the Bannatyne Club, where I am chairman. 
We admitted a hatch of new members, chiefly noblemen and men 
connected with the public ofiices and records in London, such as Pal- 
grave, Petrie, etc. We drank to our old Scottish heroes, poets, his- 
torians. and printers, and were funny enough, though, like Shy lock, 
I had no will to go abroad. I was supported by Lord Minto and 
Lord Eldin. 


’ J 'hn Monzie? of Pitfoddcl?, the last of an 
ol‘i ANordoonishiro family, of whom it was said 
iliat fur thirty-seven years he never became 
aveart' of or difficulty without exertina; 

h.msclf lu relieve it. In 1S28 he gave the es- 


tate of Blairs, near Aberdeen, for the founda- 
tion of the Roman Catholic College established 
there, and was also a munificent benefactor to 
the Convent of St. Margaret, Edinburgh, open- 
ed in 1835. Mr. Menzies died in 1843. 



FEBRUARY 


Fthnmrij 1. — I feel a return of the eiir>eil rlieiimatisiu. How 
it miss, with iiiy wetting: Aisu feverisli, aiitl a sligLt liead- 
aelie. So iiiiicii for claret and champagne. I begin to be iiiiiit 
for a good fellow. Like Mother Cole in the Jlinor, a tliiiiiblefu! 
upsets — I mean, annoys my stomach, for my brains do not suf- 
fer. Well, I have had my time of these merry doings. 

“ The haancli of the deer, and the wine's red dye. 

Never bard loved them better than I.*' 

But it was for the sake of sociality : never either for the fuisk or the 
venison. That must end — is ended. The evening sky of life dues 
not reflect those brilliant flashes of light that shot across its moniiiig 
and noon. Yet I thank God it is neither gloomy nor disconsolately 
lowering ; a sober twilight — that is all. 

I am in great hopes that the Baimatyiie Club, In* the assistance 
of Thomson’s wisdom, industry, and accuracy, will be something far 
superior to the Dilettanti model on which it started. The Histork 
of K, James VI. ^ Melville's and other works, executed or in 

hand, are decided boons to Scottish history and literature. 

February 2. — In confirmation of that which is above stated, I see 
in Tiiorpe's sale-catiilogiie a set of the Bannatyne books, lacking five, 
priced £25. Had a dry walk from the Court by way of dainty, and 
made it a long one. Anne went at night to Didy Minto's. 

Hear of Miss White's death. Poor Lydia I she Lad a party at 
dinner on the Friday before, and had written with her own hand in- 
vitations for another party. Twenty years ago she used to tease me 
with her youthful affectations — her dressing like the Queen of Chim- 
ney-sweeps on May-day morning, and sometimes with rather a free 
turn in conversation, when she let her wit run wild. But she was a 
woman of much wit, and liad a feeling and kind heart. She made 
her point good, a has-hleu in London to a point not easily attained, 
and contrived to have every evening a very good literary mtUe. and 
little dinners which were very entertaining. She had also the new- 
est lions upon town. In a word, she was not and would nut be for- 
gotten, even when disease obliged her, as it did for years, to coiiflue 
herself to her couch ; and the world, much abused for hard-liearted- 
ness, was kind in her ease — so she lived in the society she liked. 


i Foote's Comedy. Ac: i. Sc 1. 
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Xo £reat expenditure was necessary for this. She had an easy fort- 
une, but not more. Poor Lydia I I saw the Duke of York and her 
in D)!idon, when Death, it seems, was brandishing his dart over them.' 


“The view o't gave them little fright.”® 


Did not get quite a day's w'ork finished to - day, thanks to my 

walk. 

Fdniari/ 3 . — There is nought but care on every hand. James 
H^irg writes that he is to lose his farm,® on which he laid out, or 
rather threw away, the profit of all Iiis publications. 

Then Terry has been pressed by Gibson for my debt to him. 
That I may get managed. 

I sometimes doubt if I am in what the good people call the right 
wav. Not to sing my own praises, I have been willing always to do 
iny friends what good was in my power, and have not shunned per- 
sonal responsibility. But then that was in money matters, to which 
I am naturally indifferent, unless when the consequences press on 
me. But then I am a had comforter in case of inevitable calamity ; 
and feeling proudly able to endure in my own case, I cannot sympa- 
thise with those w’hose nerves are of a feebler texture. 

Dined at Jeffrey’s, with Lord and Lady Minto, John Murray and 
his lady,^ a Mr. Featherstone, an Americo - Yorkshireman, and some 
others. Mrs. Murray is a very amiable person, and seems highly ac- 
complished ; plays most brilliantly. 

Fihruan/ 4, — E.R. These two letters, you must understand, do 
not signify, as in Bibliomania phrase, a double degree of rarity, but, 
chirurgically, a double degree of rheumatism. The wine gets to weak 
places, Ross says. I have a letter from no less a person than that 
pink of booksellers, Sir Richard Phillips, who, it seems, has been 
mined, and as he sees me floating down the same dark- tide, sings 
out his nos poma natainus. 

Fthruary 5. — R. One R. will do to-day. If this cursed rheumatism 
gives way to February weather, I will allow she has some right to be 
called a spring month, to which otherwise her pretensions are slender. 

I Worked this morning till two o'clock, and visited Mr. Grant’s® pict- 


i hrul accompanied this lady to 

the H glilandb la the siiiriaier of ISOS, wrote 
frotii Ed::;'ij:;rgh ca I'jih January : — “We have 
here a very diverting lion and sundry wdd 
but the most meritorious is Miss'Lj-dia 
WL.te, who is wisai Oxonians call a lioness of 
t:.e Sr.q order, whli stockings nineteen times 
biUe; very lovely, very good- h'imo); red. 
rstreinely ab.=!:rii. It is very divertinc to 
see :.hp .-nber Scotch ladies .staring at this phe- 
voi. iii. p.p. 3S. yj, 9G. 

® .... ti.s s “Tua Dogs, j. G. li. 

Mc.uni Becger. 

« Arch. bald Murray, whose capitiU bach- 
t., r; . n!,er cn Dec. S Scott so pleasintiy de- 
E.r.vv; ..n 1 hud married ;n the inter- 


val Miss Rigby, a Lancashire lady, who was 
long known in Edinburgh for her hospitality 
and flne social qualities as Lady Murray. (Se*e 
page ‘247, April 2, 1S27.) Miss Martineau cele- 
brated her parliamentary Tea-Table in London, 
when her husband was Lord .Advocate, and 
Lord Cockburn, the delights of Strachur on 
Loch Fyne. 

® ilr. (afterwards Sir Francis) Grant became 
a member of the Scottish Academv in 1S30, an 
associate of Royal Academy in 1842, and Aca- 
demician in 1851. His successful career as a 
pa-.nter .secured his elevation to the President- 
sh:p of the Academy in isfid. Sir Francis died 
at Melton-Mowbray in October, 187S, aged 76. 
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ures, wlio lias them npon sale. They seem, to my inexperienced eye, 
genuine, or at least, good paintings. But I fear picture-biiying, like 
horse-jockeysiiip, is a profession a geniieman cannot make iiiucii of 
without laving aside some of his attributes. The pictures are too 
high-priced, T should think, for this market. There is a very know- 
ing catalogue by Frank Grant himself. Next went to see a show of 
wild beasts ; it was a fine one. I think they keep them much cleaner 
than formerly, when the strong smell generally gave me a headache 
for the day. The creatures are also much tamer, which I impute to 
more knowledge of their habits and kind treatment. A lion and ti- 
gress went through their exercise like poodles — jumping, standing, 
and lying down at the word of command. This is rather degrading. 
I would have the Lord Chancellor of Beasts good - humoured, nut 
jocose. I treated the elephant, who was a noble fellow, to a shilling's 
worth of cakes. I wish I could have enlarged the space in which so 
much bulk and wisdom is confined. He kept swinging his head 
from side to side, looking as if he marvelled why all the fools tliat 
gaped at him were at liberty, and he cooped up in the cage. 

Dined at the Royal Society Club — about thirty present. Went 
to the Society in the evening, and heard an essay by Peter Tytler^ on 
the first encourager of Greek learning in England.^ 

February G. — Was at our Court till two; afterwards wrote a 
good deal, which has become a habit with me. Dined at Sir John 
Hay's, where met the Advocate and a pleasant party. There had 
been a Justiciary trial yesterday, in -which something curious had 
occurred. A woman of rather the better class, a farmer's wife, had 
been tried on the 5th for poisoning her maid-servant. There seems 
to have been little doubt of her guilt, but the motive was peculiar. 
The unfortunate girl had an intrigue with her son, which this Mrs. 
Smith (I think that is the name) was desirous to conceal, from some 
ill-advised puritanic notions, and also for fear of her husband. She 
could find no better way of hiding the shame than giving the girl 
(with her own knowledge and consent, I believe) potions to cause 
abortion, which she afterwards changed for arsenic, as the more ef- 
fectual silencing medicine. In the course of the trial one of the jury 
fell down in an epileptic fit, and on his recovery was far too much 
disordered to permit the trial to proceed. With only fourteen jury- 
men it was impossible to go on. But the Advocate, Sir William 


^ Patrick Fraser Tytler, the Scottish histo- 
rian. He died on Christmas -daj'. 1S49, aged 
Ilftv-eight. — See Burgon’s Mtvioirs, Svo, Lond. 
1S59. 

~ Audubon says in his Journal of the same 
date: — ‘“Captain Hall led me to a seat immedi- 
ately opposite to Sir Walter Scott, the Presi- 
dent, where I had a perfect view of the great 
man! and studied Nature from Nature's no- 


The Birds of America, commenced in IS‘27. and 
was completed in 1S39, forming i veils, in. the 
largest folio size, and containing 435 plates. It 
shows the indomitable courage'" cf- the author, 
that even when the work was completed, he 
had only 161 subscribers. of whom were in 
America The price of the book was two guin- 
eas for each part w’ith £ve coloured plates. '"Dur- 
ing the last dozen years its price at auctions runs 
about £*2."0 to jCSuG. Audubon died in New 
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R^ie, says she shall be tried anew, since she has not tholed an assize. 
Sic Fauius alt—-et recte qiddem. Bat, havii\^ been half tried, I think 
she should have some benefit of it, as far as saving her life, if con- 
victed on the second indictment. The Advocate declares, however, 
she shall be hanged, as certainly she deserves. But it looks some- 
thing like hanging up a man who has been recovered by the sur- 
geoiis, which has always been accounted harsh justice. 

^ Fthruanj 7. — Wrote six leaves to-day, and am tired — that’s all. 

Ftbriiar]/ 8. — I lost much time to-day. I got from the Court 
about half-past twelve, therefore might have reckoned on four hours, 
or three at least, before dinner. But I had to call on Dr. Shortt at 
two, which made me lounge till that hour came. Then I missed him, 
and, too tired to return, went to see the exhibition, where Skene was 
hanging up the pictures, and would not let me in. Then to the Oil 
Gas Company, who propose to send up counsel to support their new 
bill. As I thought the choice unadvisedly made, I fairly opposed 
the mission, which, I suppose, will give much ofEence ; but I have no 
notion of being shamefaced in doing my duty, and I do not think I 
should permit forward persons to press into situations for which 
tlieir vanity alone renders them competent. Had many proof-sheets 
to correct in the evening. 

February 9. — We had a long day of it at Court, but I whipped 
you off half-a-dozen of letters, for, as my cases stood last on the roll, 

I could do what I liked in the interim. This carried me on till two 
o'clock. Called on Baron Hume, and found him, as usual, in high 
spirits, notwithstanding his late illness. Then crept home — my rheu- 
matism nuieli better, though. Corrected lives of Lord Somerville 
and the King [George iii.] ^ for the Prose Works, which took a long 
time ; but I had the whole evening to myself, as Anne dined with 
the Swintons, and went to a ball at the Justice-Clerk’s. N.B , — It is 
the first and only ball which has been given this season — a sign the 
times are pinching. 

February 10.— I got a present of Lord Francis Gower’s printed 
Lot uiipiibiished Tale of the MlUf^ It is a fine tale of terror in itself, 
ami very happily brought out. He has certainly a true taste for po- 
etiy. I du not know why, hut from my childhood I have seen some- 
tliing fearful or melancholy at least, about a mill. Whether I had 
beiui frightened at the machinery wLen very young, of which I think 
I have some shadowy recollection — whether I had heard the stories 
«.»! the miller of Tiiirlestane ” and similar molendinar tragedies, I can- 
mji tell ; but not even recollection of the Lass of Patie’s Mill, or the 
Miller of Mapsfield, or he who ^Glwelt on the river Dee,” have ever 
gut o\ei my iiiclination to connect gloom with a mill, especially when 


SxtgrdplAieal Notices had been sent to the 
W ttKiy jiMTual :n IS-ti, and are now included 
in t.it' Pr&if Worfo. vol. iv. pp. 322- 


2 Afterwards included in The Pilgrimage and 
other Poems, Lond. 1856. 

3 See Craig Bro\Yn’s SeUcirJcshire, vol. i. pp. 



JOURNAL 


233 


1827 .] 


sun is setting. So I entered into tLe spirit of the terror uitli which 
Lord Frauds has invested his haunted spot. I dine with the Solici- 
tor to-day j so quoad labour his a blank. But then to-morrow' is a new 
day. 

“To-morrow to fresh meads and pastures 

Fthniary 11. — Wrought a good deal in the morning, and landed 
Boiiey at Smolensk. But I have him to bring oif again ; and, more- 
uvt*r, I must collate the authorities on the moveinents uf the second- 
ary armies of Witgenstein and the Admiral with the break -tooth 
name. Dined with Lord Minto, where I met Thomson, Cranstoun, 
and other gay folks. These dinner parties narrow my wmrking hours ; 
yet they must sometimes be, or one would fail out of the line of so- 
ciety, and go to leeward entirely, which is not right to venture. This 
is the high time for parties in Edinburgh ; no wonder one cannot 
keep clear. 

February 12. — I was obliged to read instead of writing, and the 
infernal Russian names, which evervbody spells ad libitum, makes it 
difficult to trace the operations on a better map than mine. I called 
to-day on Dr. Sliortt, principal surgeon at Saint Helena, and who pre- 
sided at the opening of Bonaparte’s body. He mentions as certain 
the falsehood of a number of the assertions concerning his usage, 
the unhealthy state of the island, and so forth. I have jotted down 
his evidence elsewhere. I could not write when I came home. Ner- 
vous a little, I think, and not yet up to the motions of Tchitchagoff, 
as I must be before I can write. Will [Clerk] and Sir A. Ferguson 
dine here to-day — the first time any one has had that honour for 
long enough, unless at Abbotsford. The good Lord Chief-Commis- 
sioiier invited himself, and I asked his son, Admiral Adam. Col. Fer- 
guson is of the party. 

February 13. — The dining parties come thick, and interfere with 
work extremely. I am, however, beforehand very far. Yet, as James 
B. says — the tortoise comes up with the hare. So Puss must make 
a new start; but not this w'eek. Went to see the exhibition — cer- 
tainly a good one for Scotland — and less trash than I have seen at 
Somerset-House (begging pardon of the poekpuddings). There is a 
beautiful thing by Landseer — a Highlander and two stag-hounds en- 
gaged w'ith a deer. Very spirited, indeed. I forgot my rheuma- 
tism, and could have wished myself of the party. There were many 
line folks, and there w’as a collation, chocolate, and so forth. We 
dine at Sir H. Jardine’s, with Lord Ch.-Com., Lord Chief-Baron, etc. 

February 14. — “ Death’s gi’en the art an unco devel.” Sir George 
Beaumont’s dead ; by far the most sensible and pleasing man I ever 
knew ; kind, too, in his nature, and generous ; gentle in society, and 

^ “ Deatt’s gi’aa the Lodge an uccu devc!, 

Taia Sanijoa'a dead.'' 

Buriu.—i. G. 1m 


1 Milton's Lycidas. varied. 
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d! those mild manners which tend to soften the causticity of the gen- 
rnil London [tone] of persitiage and personal satire. As an amateur, 
liJ was a painter of the very liighest rank. Though I know nothing 
of ilie matter, vet I should hold him a perfect critic on painting, for 
he always made his criticisms intelligible, and used no slang. I am 
\erv sorry, as much as is in my nature to be, for one whom I could 
see' but seldom. He was the "gr^at friend of Wordsworth, and un- 
derstood ids poetry, which is a rare thing, for it is more easy to see 
ills peculiarities than to feel his great merit, or follow his abstract 
ideal I dined to-day at Lord Ch.-Commissioner’s — Lord Minto, and 
Lord Cli.-Baroii, also Ilardeu. Little done to-day. 

Felnimj io.— Rheumatism returns with the snow. 1 had thoughts 
i.f going to Abbotsford on Saturday, but if this lasts, it will not do ; 
aiidt sooth to speak, it ought not to do ; though it would do me much 
pleasure if it would do. 

1 have a letter from Baron Yon Goethe,' which I must have read 
to me ; for though I know German, I have forgot their written hand, 
i make it a rule seldom to read, and never to answer, foreign letters 
from literary folks. It leads to nothing but the battle-dore and shut- 
tle-eock intercourse of compliments, as light as cork and feathers. 
But Goethe is different, and a wonderful fellow, the Ariosto at once, 
am! almost the Voltaire of Germany. ^Yho could have told me thirty 
years ago I should correspond, and be on something like an equal 
footing, with the author of Goetz ? Ay, and who could have told me 
fifty tilings else that have befallen me r 


i Fur letter and replv see Life. vol. is. j 

^■2, 9S. 


s Sir Walter at this date returned the valua- 
ble MSS. lent him by the Duke of Wellington in 
Nov. iSitJ isee ante, p. 200) with the following 
letter 

ErJKBrmsH, IKi Fehruar^j 1827. 

My dear Lord Duke.— The two manuscripts 
safelr packed leave this by post to-day, as I 
am informed vour Grace's franks carrv anv 
ue.ghi. 

■1 have been reading with etiual instruction 
un i the memoir on the Russian cam- 

pu cn, wii.eii demonstrates as idainly as pos- 
..t' timi me French writers have 'taken ad- 
i f !.*]e snow to cover under it all their 
Gen-. r..l’s Ihmders. and impute lo it all their 
iCiscB. Ih;5 I observe is Bonaparte's general 
pra-jiice. and that of his admirers. Whenever 
they Can charge anything upon the elements 
or npoa accident, be and they combine in de- 
nying ah 'uravery and ail wisdom to their ene- 
iLiiit, The cond SCI of Kntusow on more than 
cne orcASion in the retreat seems to have been 
fc.nguLirly cautions, or rather timorous. For 
it :® unpussible to give credit to the immense 
Suipe. .-'.r'ty claimed by Scuur, Beauchamp, etc., 
f.r French ir.'ops over the Russians. Sure- 
ly tU’ y were the same Russians who had fought 

'-■'cvely agaiiu-t superior force, and how 
ih., uu fue uvenhetb part of the French army 
t„vc -tx-ii -ule ic clear their way without cav- 


alry or artillery in a great measure? and it 
seems natural to suppose that we must impute 
to tardy and inactive conduct on the part of 
their General what we cannot account for on 
the idea of the extremely superior valour or 
discipline claimed for the French soldiers by 
their country. The snow seems to have be- 
come serious on the 6th November, when Na- 
poleon was within two marches of Smolensk, 
which he soon after reached, and by that time 
it appears to me that his army was already 
mouldered away from 100,000 men who left 
Moscow, to about 35,000 only^ so that his great 
loss was incurred before the snow began. 

‘‘I am afraid your Grace has done me an un- 
paralleled injury in one respect, that the clear- 
ness, justice, and precision of your Grace’s rea- 
soning puts me out of all patience with my own 
attempts. I dare hardly hope in this increase 
of business for a note or two on Waterloo ; but 
if your Grace had any, however hasty, which 
could be copied by a secretary, the debt would 
be never to be forgotten. 

“ I am going to mention a circumstance, 
which I do with great apprehension, lest I 
should be thought to intrude upon your Grace’s 
goodness. It respects a youth, the son of one 
of my most intimate friends, a gentleman of 
good family and fortune, who is extremely de- 
sirous of being admitted a cadet of artillery. 
His father is the best draughtsman in Scotland, 
and the lad himself shotvs n great deal of talent 
both in science and the ordinary branches of 
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Fthnianf 1 0. — R. Still snow : and, alas ! no time for work, so liard 
aiii I by the Court and the good company of Edinburgh. I 

almost wish my rlieumaties were bad enough to give me an apology 
for staving a w*eek at home. Rut we have Sunday and Monday clear. 
If nut* better, I will cribb oS Tuesday ; and Wednesday is Teind 
day. We dined to-day with Mr. Bortliwick, younger of Crookston. 

* Fthruary 17. — James Ferguson ill of the rheumatism in head 
and neck, and Hector B. Macdonald in neck and shoulders. 1 won- 
der, as Commodore Trunnion says, what the blackguard lielFs-baby 
has to say to the Clerks of Session.^ Went to the Second Division 
to assist Hector. X,B. — Don't like it half so well as my own, for 
the speeches are much longer. Home at dinner, and wrought in the 
evening. 

February 18. — Very cold weather. I am rather glad I am not in 
the country. What says Dean Swift — 


•• When fro?t and snow come both together, 

Then sit by the tire and save shoe leather.” 

Wrought all morning and hiiished live pages. Missie dined with us. 

Ftbruary 19. — As well I give up Abbotsford, for Hamilton is laid 
up with the gout. The snow, too, continues with a hard frost. I 
have seen the day I would have liked it all the better. I read and 
wrote at the bitter account of the French retreat from Moscow, in 
1S12, till the little room and coal fire seemed snug by comparison. 
I felt cold in its rigour in my childhood and boyhood, but not since. 
In youth and advanced life we got less sensible to it, but I remem- 
ber thinking it worse than hunger. Uninterrupted to-day, and did 
eight leaves.' 

Ftbruary 20. — At Court, and waited to see the poisoning woman. 
She is clearly guilty, but as one or two witnesses said the poor wench 
hinted an intention to poison herself, the jury gave that bastard ver- 
dict, Xoi y)roven. I hate that Caledonian ruediurn quid. One who is 
not proven guilty is innocent in the eye of law\ It was a face to do 
or die, or perhaps to do to die. Thin features, which had been hand- 
some, a flashing eye, an acute and aquiline nose, lips much marked, as 
arguing decision, and, I think, bad temper — they were thin, and ha- 
bi[ualiy compressed, rather turned down at the corners, as one of a 
rather melancholy dispositiun. There w'as an awful crowd ; but, 


learning. I enclo.=e a note of the youth'e age. 
studies, and progress, in case your tirace might 
think it possnie to place on your list for the 
Engineer service the n.ame of a poor Scots Hi- 
dalgo ; your Grace knows Scotland is a breed- 
ing not a feeding country, and we must send 
on a -road, as we send our bi.jck cattle to 
and. as old Lady Campbell of .A.rd- 
p loosed to dispose of her nine sons. 

^ Strong tendency to put our young 
Cl 0 the sword. ‘ 

••I have too long detained you. my Lord 
Duke, from the many high occupations' which 


have been redoubled upon your Grace's head, 
and beg your Grace to believe me, with an un- 
usually deep sense of respect and obligation, 
niy dear Lord Duke, your Grace's much hon- 
oured and graiefui. humble servant. 

“ W.^llter Scott."' 

— Wellington's Despatches, etc. (Continuation), 
vol. iii. pp. 5‘jO-l. "London. Svo. 1:^03. 

I Sniolietl's P-.regrine Pickle, vol. i. cap. 13. 

‘ One page of his ms. answer? to .^our or five 
of the close printed pages of the original edi- 
tion of his Bunapurle — j. o. l 
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sitting witFin the bar, I had the pleasure of seeing much at my ease ; 
the constables knocking the other folks about, which was of course 

very entertaining." i: -x tt -n , 

Lord Liverpool is ill of an apoplexy. I am sorry for it. He will be 

missed. "Who will be got for Premier? Not B certainly ;= he 

wants weight. If Peel would consent to be made a peer, he would 
do better ; but I doubt his ambition will prefer the House of Com- 
mons. Wrought a good deal. 

February 21. — Being the vacant Wednesday I wrote all the 
iiioniing. Had an answer from B. of W^., unsuccessful in getting 
young Skene put upon the engineer list ; he is too old. Went out at 
two with Anne, and visited the exhibition ; also called on the Mans- 
field family and on Sydney Smith. Jeffrey unwell from pleading so 
long and ike for the poisoning woman. He has saved her throat and 
taken a quinsey in his own. Adam Ferguson has had a fall with his 
horse. 

February 22. — ^AVas at Court till two, then lounged till Will Mur- 
ray® came to speak about a dinner for the Theatrical Fund, in order 
to make some arrangements. There are 300 tickets given out.'* I 
fear it will he uncomfortable ; and whatever the stoics may say, a bad 
dinner throws cold water on the charity. I have agreed to preside, a 
situation in which I have been rather felicitous, not by much superi- 
ority of wit or wisdom, far less of eloquence ; but by two or three 
simple rules which I put down here for the benefit of posterity. 

1st. Always hurry the bottle round for five or six rounds without 
prosing yourself or permitting others to 'prose. A slight fillip of 
wine inclines people to be pleased, and removes the nervousness 
which prevents men from speaking — disposes them, in short, to be 
amusing and to be amused. 

2d. Push on, keep moving, as Punch says. Do not think of say- 
ing line things — nobody cares for them any more than for fine music, 
w'hieh is often too liberally bestowed on such occasions. Speak at 
all ventures, and attempt the mot pour rire. You will find people 
satisfied wfith wonderfully indifferent jokes if you can but hit the 
taste of the company, which depends much on its character. Even a 
very high party, primed with all the cold irony and non est tanti feel- 


1 Lord Cockbarn says:— ‘‘Scott’s description 
of tbe woa:an is very’ correct: she was like a 
vindictive iiiascuilue witch. I remember him 
Situag the bar looking at her. As we 

were moviag out. Sir Walter's remark upon 
the acquittal was, ‘Well, sirs, all I can sav is 
that if that woman \v;is my wife 1 should take 
good care to be my own cook. ’ ^'-^Circuit Jouv' 
8vo, Edinburgh. IbSS, p. 1‘2. 

This can scarcely be taken to refer to 
Brougliain, though at the time 

” Broujihimi his learned Friead. 

‘My iinauari cij4n« and share ’em.’ 
informers iLslr assittsiace give 
lo C4.aEtei:aiice old Saraia.” 

Anam Jktirabilit. 


It may, however, stand for Lord Bathurst, who 
became President of the Council shortly after- 
wards in Wellington’s Administration. 

3 Mr. W. H. Murray, Manager of the Theatre 
Royal, Edinburgh. This excellent actor retired 
from the stage with a competency, and spent 
the last years of his life in St. Andrews, where 
he died in March, 1852, aged 61. 

■* This was the dinner at which the veil was 
publicly withdrawn from the authorship of 
Waverley', it took place on Friday, 23d Febru- 
ar 3 ‘, 1827, and a full account of the proceedings 
is given in the Life, vol. ix. pp. 79-81. 
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ina;s, or no feelings, of fashionable folks, may be stormed by a jovial, 
rough, round, and ready preses. Choose your texts with discretion, 
the sermon mav be as you like. If a drunkard or an ass breaks in 
with anything out of joint, if you can parry it with a jest, good and 
well — if not, do not exert your serious authority, unless it is sonie- 
t fling very bad. The authority even of a chairman ought to be very 
eautioiislv exercised. With patience you will have the support of 
every one. 

When you have drunk a few glasses to play the good fellow, and 
banish modesty if you are unlucky enough to have such a trouble- 
some companion, then beware of the cup too much. Nothing is so 
rid icii Ions as a drunken preses. 

Lastlv. Always speak short, and Skeock dock na skiel — cut a tale 
with a drink. 

“ This is the purpose and intent 
Of gude Schir Walter’s testament.” ^ 

We dined to-day at Mrs. Dundas of Arniston, Dowager. 

Fehruari/ 24. — I carried my own instructions into effect the best 
I could, and if our jests were not good, our laugh was abundant. I 
think I will hardly take the chair again when the company is so mis- 
cellaneous ; though they all behaved perfectly weD. Meadowbank 
taxed me with the novels, and to end that farce at once I pleaded 
guilty, so that splore is ended. As to the collection, it was much cry 
and little woo’, as the deil said when he shore the sow. Only £280 
from 300 people, hut many were to send money to-morrow. They 
did not open books, which w^as impolitic, but circulated a box, where 
people might put in what they pleased— and some gave shillings, 
which gives but a poor idea of the company. Yet there were many 
respectable people and handsome donations. But this fashion of not 
letting your right hand see what your left hand doeth is no good 
mode of raising a round sum. Your penny-pig collections don’t suc- 
ceed. I got away at ten at night. The performers performed very 
like gentlemen, especially Will Murray. They attended as stewards 
with white rods, and never thought of sitting down till after dinner, 
taking care that the company was attended to. 

February 2d . — Very had report of the speeches in the papers. 
We dined at Jeffrey’s with Sydney Smith — funny and good-natured 
as usual. One of his daughters is very pretty indeed ; both are well- 
mannered, agreeable, and sing well. The party was pleasant. 

February 26. — At home, and settled to work; but I know not 
why I was out of spirits — quite Laird of Humdiidgeon, and did all 
I could to shake it off, and could not. James Baliantyne dined with 
me. 

Febr'uary 27. — Humdudgeonish still ; hang it, what fools we are ! 

1 Sir Walter parodies the conclusion of King Robert the Bruce's ••Maxims or Political Testa- 
ment. ■' — See Hailes' Annals, a.d. 1311. — J. g. l. 
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I worked, but coldly and ill. Yet something is done. I wonder if 
other people have these strange alternations of industry and incapac- 
itv. I am sure I do not indulge myself in fancies, but it is accom- 
panied with great drowsiness — bile, I suppose, and terribly jaded 
spirits. I received to-day Dr. Shortt and Major Crocket, who was 
orderly-officer on Boney at the time of his death. 

Februarij 28 . — Sir Adam breakfasted. One of the few old friends 
left out of the number of my youthful companions. In youth w’e 
have many companions, few friends perhaps ; in age companionship 
is ended, except rarely, and by appointment. Old men, by a kind of 
instinct, seek younger companions who listen to their stories, honour 
their grey hairs while present, and mimic and laugh at them when 
their backs are turned. At least that was the way in our day, and I 
warrant our chicks of the present day crow to the same tune. Of all 
the friends that I have left I have none wffio has any decided attach- 
ment to literature. So either I must talk on that subject to young 
people—in other words, turn proser, or I must turn tea-table talker 
and converse with ladies. I am too old and too proud for either 
character, so Fll live alone and he contented. Lockhart’s departure 
for London was a loss to me in this way. Came home late from the 
Court, but worked tightly in the evening. I think discontinuing 
smoking, as I have done for these two months past, leaves me less 
muzzy after dinner. At any rate, it breaks a custom — I despise 
custom. 



MARCH 


March 1.-— At Court until two — wrote letters under cover of the 
lawyers' long speeches, so paid up some of my correspondents, which 
I seldom do^ upon any other occasion. I sometimes let letters lie for 
davs unopened, as if that would postpone the necessity of answering 
them. Here I am at home, and to work we go — not for the first time 
to-dav, for I wrought hard before breakfast. So glides away Thurs- 
day 1st. By the by, it is the anniversary of Bosworth Field. In for- 
mer davs Richard III, was always acted at London on this day ; now 
the custom, I fancy, is disused. alpole's Historic Doubts threw a 
mist about this reign. It is very odd to see how his mind dwells 
upon it at first as the mere sport of imagination, till at length they 
became such Deliiahs of his imagination that he deems it far worse 
than infidelity to doubt his Doubts. After all, the popular tradition 
is so very strong and pointed concerning the character of Richard, 
that it is I think in vain to doubt the general truth of the outline. 
Shakespeare, we may be sure, wrote his drama in the tone that was 
to suit the popular belief, although where that did Richard wrong, his 
powerful scene was sure to augment the impression. There was an 
action and a reaction. 

March 2. — Clerk walked home with me from the Court. I was 
scarce able to keep up with him ; could once have done it well enough. 
Funny thing at the Theatre. Among the discourse in “High Life be- 
low Stairs,"^ one of the ladies' ladies asks who wrote Shakespeare. 
One says, “Ben Jonson,’* another, ‘‘ Finis." “ Xo,'’ said Will Mur- 
ray, ‘‘ it is Sir Walter Scott ; he confessed it at a public meeting the 
other day.’' 

March 3. — Very severe weather, came home covered with snow. 
White as a frosted-plum-cake, by jingo ! Xo matter ; I am not sorry 
to find I can stand a brush of weather yet; I like to see Arthur’s 
Seat and the stern old Castle with their white watch-cloaks on. But, 
as Byron said to Moore, “ d — n it, Tom, don't be poetical.” I settled 
to Bonei/, and wrote right long and well. 

March 4. — I sat in by the chimney-neuk with no chance of inter- 
ruption, and “ feagued it away.” Sir Adam came, and had half an 
hour's chat and laugh. My jaws ought to be sore, if the unwonted- 
ness of the motion could do it. But I have little to laugh at but my- 
self, and my own bizarreries are more like to make me cry. Wrought 
hard, though — there’s sense in that. 


1 See Townley’s Farce. 
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March 5.— Our young men of first fashion, in whom tranquillity 
IK the prime merit, a sort of quietism of foppery, if one can use the 
expression, have one capital name for a fellow that outvcs and outroars 
the fashion, a sort of high-buck as they were called in my days. 
They hold him a vulgarian, and call him a tiger. Mr. G-ibson came 
in, and we talked over my affairs; very little to the purpose I doubt. 
Dined at home with Anne as usual, and despatched half-a-dozen 
Selkirk processes; among others one which savours of Hamesucken.' 
I tiiink to-day I have finished a quarter of vol. viii., and last. Shall 
I be happy when it is done ?— TJmph ! I think not. 

March 6. — A long seat at Court, and an early dinner, as we went 
to the play. John Kemble’s brother acted Benedick. He is a fine- 
looking man, and a good actor, but not superior. He reminds you 
eternally that he is acting ; and he had got, as the devil directed it, 
hold of "my favourite Benedick, for which he has no power. He had 
not the slfglitcst idea of the part, particularly of the manner in which 
Benedick should conduct himself in the quarrelling scene with the 
Prince and Claudio, in which his character rises almost to the dignity 
of tragedy. The laying aside his light and fantastic humour, and 
showing himself the" man of feeling and honour, was finely marked 
(tf yore by old Tom King.^ I remember particularly the high strain 
of grave moral feeling which he threw upon the words — “ in a false 
quarrel there is no true valour” — which, spoken as he did, checked 
the very brutal levity of the Prince and Claudio. There were twm 
farces ; one I wished to see, and that being the last, was obliged to 
tarry for it. Perhaps the headache I contracted made me a severe 
critic on Cramoud Brig,^ a little piece ascribed to Lockhart. Perhaps 
1 am unjust, but I cannot think it his there are so few good things 
in it, and so much prosing transferred from that mine of marrowless 
morality called the Miller of Mansfield J' Yet it pleases. 

March L — We are kept working hard during the expiring days 
of the Session, but this being a blank day I wrote hard till dressing 
time, when I went to AVill Clerk’s to dinner. As a bachelor, and 
keeping a small establishment, he does not do these things often, but 
they are^ proportionally pleasant when they come round. He had 
trusted Sir Adam to bespeak his dinner, who did it con amove ; so we 
had excellent cheer, and the wines were various and capital. As I 
before hinted, it is not every day that M’Nab® mounts on horseback, 
and so oiir landlord had a little of that solicitude that the party 
should go off well, which is very flattering to the guests. We had a 


^ Hamfsuclrn— The crime of beating or as- 
Fanliicg a person in his own house. A Scotch 

law term. 

- King had retired from the stage in ISOl. 
He died fo;;r years later. 

® Cramond Brig is said to have been written 
by ilr. W. H. Murray, the manager of the The- 
atre. and is still occasionallv acted in Edin- 
burgh. 


* Marginal Note in Original mss. “I never 
saw it — not mine.— j, g. l.” 

5 By Dodsley. 

« That singular personage, the late M’Nab of 
that ilk, spent his life almost entirely in a dis- 
trict 'where a boat was the usual conveyance. 

— J. G. L. 
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verv pleiisaiit evening. Tlie Chief-Commissioner was there, Admiral 
Adam. Jo. Murray, and Thomson, etc., etc. Sir Adam predominating 
at the head, and 'dancing what he calls his merry andrada '' in great 
style. In short, we really laughed, and real laughter is a thing as 
rare as real tears. I must say, too, there was a heart, — a kindly feel- 
ing prevailed over the party. Can London give such a dinner i It 
iiiav, but I never saw one ; they are too cold and critical to be so 
easilv pleased. In the evening I went with some others to see the 
exhibition lit up for a promenade, where there were all the fashion- 
able folks about town ; the appearance of the rooms was very gay 
indeed. 

Jfarch 8. — It snowed all night, which must render the roads im- 
passable, and will detain me here till Monday. Hard work at Court, 
as Hainiiiie is done up with the gout. TV'e dine with Lord Core- 
Iiouse — that's not true by the by, for I have mistaken the day. It's 
to-morrow we dine there. Wrought, but not too hard. 

March 9. — An idle morning. Dalgleisli being set to pack my 
books. Wrote notes upon a Mr. Kinloch's Collection of Scottish 
Ballads,^ which I communicated to the young author in the Court 
this present morning. We were detained till half-past three o'clock, 
so when I came home I was fatigued and slept. I walk slow, heavily, 
and with pain ; but perhaps the good weather may banish the Fiend 
of the joints. At any rate, impatience will do nae good at a’, man. 
Letter from Charles for £50. Silver and gold have I none ; but that 
which I have I will give unto him. We dined at the Cranstouns, — 
I beg his' pardon, Lord Corehouse ; Ferguson, Thomson, Will Clerk, 
etc., were there, also the Smiths and John Murray, so Tve had a pleas- 
ant evening. 

March 10. — The business at the Court was not so heavy as I 
have seen it the last day of the Session, yet sharp enough. About 
three o'clock I got to a meeting of the Bannatyne Club. I hope this 
institution will be really useful and creditable. Thomson is superin- 
tending a capital edition of Sir James Melville's Memoirs.* It is 
brave to see how he wags his Scots tongue, and what a diiferenee 
there is in the force and lirmness of the language, compared to the 
iniiicing English edition in which he has hitherto been alone known. 
Xothing to-day but correcting proofs; Anne went to the play, I re- 
mained at home. 

March 11. — Ail my books packed this morning, and this and to- 
morrow will be blank days, or nearly such ; but I am far ahead of 
the printer, who is not done with voL vii., while I am deep in volume 
viii. I hate packing; but my servants never pack books quite to 
please me. James Ballantyne dined with us. He kept up my heart 
about Bonaparte, which sometimes flags ; and he is such a grumbler 

1 Ancieni Scottish Ballads, recovered frovi tra- ^ Issued by the Club, June 4, 1827. 

(lition, li'ith notes, etc., by George K Kinloch, 

Svo. LoRdoD. 1S27. 

16 
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that I think I may trust him when he is favourable. There must be 
gad inaccuracies, some which might certainly have been prevented by 
earc ; but as the Lazaroni used to say, “ Did you but know how lazy 

I am U ■ r 1 

[Abbohford,] March 12.— Away we set, and came safely to Ab- 

hotsWi amid all the dulness of a great thaw, which has set the rivers 
a-streaming in full tide. The wind is wintry, but for my part 

“I like this rocking of the battlements.”^ 

I was received by old Tom and the dogs, with the unsophisticated 
feelings of goodwill. I have been trying to read a new novel which 
I have heard praised. It is called Ahnacks, and the author has so 
well succeeded in describing the cold selfish fopperies of the time, 
that the copy is almost as dull as the original. I think I will take 
fip my bundle of Sherili-Court processes instead of Almacks, as the 
more entertaining avocation of the two. 

March 13. — Before breakfast, prepared and forwarded the proc- 
esses to Selkirk. As I had the loan of £250 at March from Cadell 
I am now verging on to the £500 which he promised to allow me 
in advance on second series Canongate Chronicles, I do not like 
this, but unless I review or write to some other purpose, what else 
can I do? My own expenses are as limited as possible, but my 
house expenses are considerable, and every now and then starts up 
something of old scores which I cannot turn over to Mr. Gibson and 
his co-trustees. Well — time and the hour — money is the smallest 
consideration. 

Had a pleasant walk to the thicket, though my ideas were olla- 
podrida-isli, curiously checkered between pleasure and melancholy. 
1 have cause enough for both humours, God knows. I expect this 
will not be a day of work but of idleness, for my books are not come. 
Would to God I could make it light thoughtless idleness, such as I used 
to have when the silly smart fancies ran in my brain like the bubbles 
ill a glass of champagne, — as brilliant to my thinking, as intoxicating 
as evaiiesceut. But the wine is somewhat on the lees. Perhaps it 
was but indifferent cider after all. Yet I am happy in this place, 
where everything looks friendly, from old Tom to young Nym.^ Af- 
ter all, he has little to complain of who has left so many things that 
like him. 

JIarch 14. — All yesterday spent in putting to rights books, and 
so furtii. Not a word written except interlocutors. But this won’t 
do. I liave tow on the rock, and it must be spun off. Let us see 
om present undertakings. 1. Napoleon. 2. Review Home, Cran- 
bourne Chase/ and the Mysteries. 3. Something for that poor fai- 


1 Zanja in The Revenge. Act i. Sc, l.—j. g. l. 

® Nirarod. a staghound j. g. l. 

® An*'cif<ie^ of Cranhaurne Chase, etc., by 
Ci^iL Svo, Londoiij ISIS. Mr. Lockhart says, 


“I am sorry Sir Walter never redeemed his 
promise to make it the subject of an article in 
the Qimrterly Review .''' — See Life, vol. vii. pp. 
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neant Gillies. 4. Essay on Ballad and Sonsf. o. SMiutiiiiii:: t!:*- 

modem state of Fraiiee. Tliese two last for tlie Prose Woriis. Bin 
they may 

“ do a liitle more, 

And produce a little ore."’ 

Come, we must up and be doing-. There is a rare send witiioiii. 
which says, “Go spin, you jade, go spin.'' I loitered on, and iiiiLrht 
have answered, 

“My spinning-wheel is auld and siiff." 

Smoked a brace of cigars after dinner as a sedative. This is ilie 
first time I Iiave smoked these two months. I was afraiii the cus- 
tom would master me. Went to work in the afternoon, and reviewed 
for Lockhart Mackenzie's edition of Hume's Works.* Proceeded as 
far as tlie eighth page. 

March 15. — Kept still at the review till two o'clock: r.ot that 
there is any hurry, but because I should lose iny ideas, wLieh 
worth preserving. Went on therefore. I drove uver t** Huntlv 
Burn with Anne, then walked through the plantations, with Tom'.s 
help to pull me through the snow-wreaths. Pieturned in a glow of 
heat and spirits. Corrected proof-sheets in the evening. 

March 16 . — 

“A trifling day we have had here, 

Begun with trifle and ended.” 

But I hope no otherwise so ended than to meet the rubriek of the 
ballad, for it is but three o'clock. In the morning I was Tkomme qiii 
cherche — everything fell aside, — the very pens absconded, and crept 
in among a pack of letters and trumpery, where I had the devil's 
work finding them. Thus the time before breakfast was idled, or 
rather fidgeted, away. Afterwards it was rather worse. I had set- 
tled to finish the review, when, behold, as I am apt to do at a sex 
task, I jibb'd, and iiiy thoughts would rather have gone with Water- 
loo. So I dawdled, as the women say, with both, now writing a page 
or two of the review, now reading a few pages of the Battle of Wa- 
terloo by Captain Pringle, a manuscript which is excellently written.** 
Well, I will find the advantage of it by and by. So now I will try 
to finish this accursed review, for there is nothing to prevent me, 
save the untractable character that hates to work on compulsion, 
whether of individuals or circumstances. 

March 17. — I wrought away at the review and nearly finished it. 
Was interrupted, however, by a note from Ballantyne, demanding 
copy, which brought me back from Home and Mackenzie to Bortf 'c. 

J The artlCe appeared in the Xiimber for - S-;-? Car*-r.n ■■ j:.- ?r,np:e'5 remark- or. the 
Jane and. :? now inelnded in the Pfose carn:---::p:; c:' ;n Anp. to S.'or.'s 
Misc. vdI. x:s. pp. 2S3-367. v-}. ;s. pp. II.'-ICO. 
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I had my walk as usual, and worked nevertlieless very fairly. Cor- 
rected proofs. 

March IS. — Took up Boiieij again. I am now at waiting, as I 
used to be at riding, slow, heavy, and awkward at mounting, but when 
I did get dxed lirmy saddle, could screed away with any one. I 
have got six pages ready for my learned Theban^ to-morrow morn- 
ing. ^William Laidlaw and his brother George dined with me, but I 
wrote in the evening all the same. 

March 19. — Set about my labours, but enter Captain John Fer 
"uson from the Spanish Main, where he has been for three years. 
The honest tar sat about two hours, and I was heartily glad to see 
liiiii again. I had a general sketch of his adventures, which we will 
hear more in detail when we can meet at kail-time. Notwithstand- 
ing this interruption I have pushed far into the seventh page. Well 
done for one day. Twenty days should finish me at this rate, and I 
read hard too. But allowance must be made for interruptions. 

March 20. — To-day worked till twelve o’clock, then went with 
Anne on a visit of condolence to Mrs. Pringle of Yair and her fam- 
ily. Mr. Pringle was the friend both of my father and grandfather ; 
tiie acquaintance of our families is at least a century old. 

March 21. — Wrote till twelve, then out upon the heights though 
the day was stormy, and faced the gale bravely. Tom Purdie was 
imt with me. He would have obliged me to keep the sheltered 
ground. But, I don’t know — 


“Even in our ashes live our wonted fires.” 


There is a touch of the old spirit in me yet that bids me brave the 
tempest, — the spirit that, in spite of manifold infirmities, made me a 
roaring boy in my youth, a desperate climber, a bold rider, a deep 
drinker, and a stout player at single-stick, of all wbicli valuable qual- 
ities there are now but slender remains. I worked hard when I came 
in, and finished five pages. 

March 22 . — \ esterday I wrote to James Ballantyne, acquiescing in 
lus urgent request to extend the two last volumes to about 600 each. 
1 helieve it will be no more than necessary after all, but makes one feel 
like a dog in a wheel, always moving and never advancing. 

March 23. Y hen I was a child, and indeed for some years after, 
111 } amusement was in supposing to myself a set of persons engaged 
Hi \arioiis scenes which contrasted them wdtli each other, and I re- 
member to this day the accuracy of my childish imagination. This 
iiiiglit be the effect of a natural turn to fictitious narrative, or it might 
he the cause of it, or there might be an action and reaction, or it 
dues not signify a piiTs head how it is. But with a flash of this re- 
inaining spirit, 1 imagine my mother Duty to be a sort of old task- 


^ Lear, Act iii. Sc. i. 
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mistress, like tlie liag of the merchant Abiidah, in the Tales of 
the Genii — not a hag though, by any means ; on the contrary, my 
old woman wears a rich old-fashioned gown of black silk, with raf- 
fles of triple blonde-lace, and a coif as rich as that of Pearling Jean J 
a flgiire and countenance something like Lady D. S.'s twenty years 
ago ; a clear blue eye, capable of great severity of expression, and 
coiifomiing in that with a wrinkled brow, of which the ordinary ex- 
pression is a serious approach to a frown — a cautionary and nervous 
shake of the head ; in her withered hand an ebony staif with a crutch 
head, — a Toinpion gold watch, which annoys all who know her by 
striking the quarters as regularly as if one wished to hear them. Oe- 
casionally she has a small scourge of nettles, \vhieli I feel her lay 
across my Angers at this moment, and so Tace is Latin for a candle.® 
1 have 150 pages to write yet. 

March 24. — Does Duty not w'car a pair of round old-fashioned 
silver buckles I Buckles she has, but they are square ones. All he- 
longing to Duty is rectangular. Tims can we poor children of imag- 
ination play with the ideas we create, like children with soap-bubbles. 
Pity that w’e pay for it at other times by starting at our siiadows. 


“ Man but a rush against Ocbeilo's breasi.'’ 


The hard work still proceeds, varied only by a short walk. 

March 25, — Hard work still, but went to Huntly Burn on foot, 
and returned in the carriage. Walked w'eli and stoutly — God be 
praised I — and prepared a whole bundle of proofs and copy for the 
Blucher to-morrow ; that damned work wdll certainly end some time 
or other. As it drips and dribbles out on the paper, I think of the 
old drunken Presbyterian under the spout. 

March 26. — Despatched packets. Colonel and Captain Ferguson 
arrived to breakfast. I had previously determined to give myself a 
day to write letters ; and, as I expect John Thomson to dinner, this 
day will do as well as another. I cannot keep up with the world 
without shying a letter now and then. It is true the greatest hap- 
piness I couki think of w’ould he to be rid of the world entirely. 
Excepting my own family, I have little pleasure in the world, less 
business in it, and am heartily careless about all its concerns. Mr. 

^ ‘‘Pearling Jean," the Kvanie of the ghost of his works. ^ But though its origin cannot 
of the Spanish Xun at Ailaubauk. Eerwi-.-k- be traced. Swift uses it in that vjry curious 
shire See Sharpe's Liters, vol. i. pp. 30S-5, colleetion of proverbs and saws, which he 
and Ingram's Haunted Homes, Loud. ISSi, vol. strung together under the title of Polite Con- 
i. pp. 1-4. ’ rersah-oTi, and published about I'SS.- Fielding 

- This quaint saying, arising out of some for- also introduces it in 1T3‘2. See Xotts 
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Thomson came accordingly — not John Thomson of Duddingston, 
whom the letter led me to expect, but John Anstruther Thomson of 
Charlton [Fifeshire], the son-in-law of Lord Ch.-Commissioner. 

March 27.— -Wrote two leaves this morning, and gave the day 
after breakfast to my visitor, who is a country gentleman of the best 
description ; knows the world, having been a good deal attached both 
to the turf and the field ; is extremely good-humoured, and a good 
deal of a local antiquary. I showed him the plantations, going first 
round the terrace, then to the lake, then came down by the Rhym- 
er’s Glen, and took carriage at Huntly Burn, almost the grand tour, 
only we did not walk from Huntly Burn. The Fergusons dined 
with us. 

March 28. — Mr. Thomson left us about twelve for Minto, parting 
a pleased guest, I hope, from a pleased landlord. When I see a “ gem- 
man as in a gemman,” as the blackguards say, why, I know how to be 
civil. After he left I set doggedly to work with Bonaparte^ who had 
fallen a little into arrear. I can clear the ground better now. by 
mashing up my old work in the Edinburgh Register with my new^ 
matter, a species of colcannen^ where cold potatoes are mixed with 
!iot cabbage. After all, I think Ballantyne is right, and that I have 
some talents for history-writing after all. That same history in the 
Register reads prettily enough. Coragio^ cry Claymore. I finished 
five pages, but with additions from Register they will run to more 
than double I hope ; like Puff in the Critic, be luxuriant.^ 

Here is snow back again, a nasty, comfortless, stormy sort of a 
day, and I will work it off at Boney, What shall I do when Bona- 
parte is done ? He engrosses me morning, noon, and night. Never 
mind; Komt Zelt komt Rath, as the German says. I did not work 
longer than twelve, however, but went out in as rough weather as I 
have seen, and stood out several snow blasts. 

March 29, 30. — 


“ He walk’d and wrought, poor soul ! What then ? 

\\ hy, then he walk’d and w'rought again.” 

March 31. — Day varied by dining with Mr. Scrope, where we 
found Mr. Williams and Mr. Simson," both excellent artists. We had 
not too much of the palette, but made a very agreeable day out. 1 
contrived to mislay the proof-sheets sent me this morning, so that I 
must have a revise. This frequent absence of mind becomes very 
exceeding troublesome. I have the distinct recollection of laying 
them carefully aside after I dressed to go to the Pavilion. Well, I 
have a head — the proverb is musty. 


# 


* Siierio&n’:: Play. Aft 12. Sc, 1 . 


2 William Simson, R.S.A., landscape painter. 
He died in London, 18i7. 



APRIL 


April 1. — Tlie proofs are not to be found. Applications from 

R. P. G[illies]. I must do something for him ; yet have the melan- 
eholv conviction that nothing will do him any good. Then he writes 
letters and expects answers. Then they are bothering me about 
writing in behalf of the oil-gas light, which is going to the devil very 
fast. I cannot be going a-begging jpor them or anybody. Please to 
look down with an eye of pity — a poor distressed creature ! No, not 
for the last morsel of bread. A dry ditch and a speedy death is 'worth 
it all. 

April 2. — Another letter from R. P. G. I shall begin to wish, like 

S. , that he had been murthered and robbed in his w^alks between Wim- 
bledon and London. John [Archibald] Murray and his young wife 
came to dinner, and in good time. I like her very much, and think 
he has been very lucky. She is not in the vaward of youth, but John 
is but two or three years my junior. She is pleasing in her manners, 
and totally free from affectation ; a beautiful musician, and willingly 
exerts her talents in that way ; is said to be very learned, but shows 
none of it. A large fortune is no bad addition to such a wmman’s 
society. 

April 3. — I had processes to decide ; and though I arose at my 
usual hour, I could not get through above two of five proofs. After 
breakfast I walked with John Murray, and at twelve ^ve went for 
Melrose, where I had to show the lions. We came back by Huntly 
Burn, where the carriage broke down, and gave us a pretty long walk 
home. Mr. Scrope dined with his two artists, and John [Thomson ?]. 
The last is not only the best landscape-painter of his age and coun- 
try, but is, moreover, one of the warmest-hearted men living, wuth a 
keen and unaffected feeling of poetry. Poor fellow! he has had many 
misfortunes in his family. I drank a glass or two of wine more than 
usual, got into good spirits, and came from Tripoli for the amusement 
of the good company. I was in good fooling. 

April 4. — I think I have a little headache this morning; how- 
ever, as Othello says, That’s not much.” I saw our guests go off 
by seven in the morning, but was not in time to give them good- 
bye. 

“And now again, boys, to the oar.” 

I did not go to the oar though, but walked a good deal. 

April 5. — Heard from Lockhart ; the Duke of W[ellington] and 
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Croker are pleased with my historical labours ; so far well — for the 
former, as a soldier said of him, “I would rather have his long nose on 
my side than a whole brigade.” Well ! something good may come 
of it, and if it does it will be good luck, for, as you and I know. Moth- 
er Duty, it has been a rummily written work. I wrote hard to-day. 

April 6. — Do. Do. I only took one turn about the thicket, and 
have nothing to put down but to record my labours. 

April 7. — The same history occurs ; my desk and my exercise. I 
am a perfect automaton. Bonaparte runs in my head from seven in 
the morning till ten at night without intermission. I wrote six leaves 
to-day and corrected four proofs. 

April 8. — Ginger, being in my room, was safely delivered in her 
basktit of four puppies; the mother and children all doing well. Faith ! 
that is as important an entry as my Journal could desire. The day is 
so beautiful that I long to go out. I won’t, though, till I have done 
something. A letter from Mr. Gibson about the trust affairs. If the 
infernal bargain with Constable go on w^ell, there will be a pretty sop 
in the pan to the creditors ; £35,000 at least. If I could work as ef- 
fectually for three years more, I shall stand on my feet like a man. 
But who can assure success with the public ? 

April 9. — I wrote as hard to-day as need be, finished my neat 
eight pages, and, notwithstanding, drove out and visited at Gat- 
toiiside. The devil must be in it if the matter drags out longer 
now. 

April 10. — Some incivility from the Leith Bank, which 1 despise 
with my heels. I have done for settling my affairs all that any man 
—much more than most men — could have done, and they refuse a 
draught of £'20, because, in mistake, it was £8 overdrawn. But 
w’hat can be expected of a soiv but a grumph ? Wrought hard, 
hard. 

April 11. — The parks w^ere rouped for £100 a year more than 
they brought last year. Poor Abbotsford will come to good after all. 
In the meantime it is Sic vos non vobis — but who cares a farthing ? If 
Botit'-g succeeds, we will give these affairs a blue eye, and I wdll wu’estle 
stoutly ^Yith them, although 


“ify banks they are covered with bees^^ 

or rather with wasps. A very tough day’s work. 

April 12.— Zfu-a-//'— as we used to say, my proof-sheets being still 
behind. A ery unhandsome conduct on the part of the Blucher^ while 
I was lauding it so profusely. It is necessary to halt and close up our 
tiles-— of correspondence I mean. So it is a chance if, except for con- 
tradiction s sake, or upon getting the proof-sheets, I tvrite a line to- 


i Sea Shenstone’s Pastoral Ballad, Part ii.. 


- The coach to Edinburgh. 
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(lay at Boiwj. I did, however, correct .five revised sheets and one 
proof, which took me up so much of the day that I had but one turn 
through the courtyard. Owing to this I had some of my fiutterings, 
my trembling exies, as the old people called the ague. Wrote a great 
many letters — but no copy.*’ 

April L3. — I have sometimes wondered with what regularity — 
that i.s, for a shrew of my impatient temper — I have been able to 
keep this Journal. The use of the first person being, of course, the 
very essence of a diary, I conceive it is chiefly vanity, the dear pleas- 
ure of writing about the best of good fellows, Myself; which gives me 
perseverance to continue this idle task. This morning I wu*ote till 
breakfast, then went out and marked trees to be cut for paling, and 
am just returned — and what does any one care ? Ay, but, Gad ! I care 
myself, though. We had at dinner to-day Mr. and Mrs. Cranstoun 
(Burns's i\Iaria of Ballochmyle^), Mr. Bainbridge and daughters, and 
Colonel Russell. 

April 14. — Went to Selkirk to try a fellow for an assault on Dr. 
Clarkson — fined him seven guineas, which, with his necessary expenses, 
will amount to ten guineas. It is rather too little ; but as his income 
does not amount to £30 a year, it will pinch him severely enough, 
and is better than sending him to an ill-kept jail, wUere he would be 
idle and drunk from morning to night. I had a dreadful headache 
while sitting in the Court — rheumatism in perfection. It did not last 
after I got warm by the fireside. 

Ap>rll 15. — Delightful soft morning, with mild rain. Walked out 
and got wet, as a sovereign cure for the rheumatism. Was quite w^ell, 
though, and scribbled away. 

April 16. — A day of work and exercise. In the evening a letter 
from L[ockhart], with the wonderful news that the Ministry has bro- 
ken up, and apparently for no cause that any one can explain. The 
old grudge, I suppose, betwixt Peel and Canning, which has gone on 
augmenting like a crack in the side of a house, which enlarges from 
day to day, till down goes the whole. Mr. Canning has declared 
himself fully satisfied with J. L., and sent Barrow to tell him so. His 
suspicions were indeed most erroneous, but they were repelled with no 
little spirit both by L. and myself, and Canning has not been like an- 
other Great Man I know to whom I showed demonstrably that he had 
suspected an individual unjustly. “ It may be so,” he said, “ but his 
mode of defending himself was offensive.” ' 


1 See “The Braes of Bailochmyle;-’ Currie’s 
Burns, voL iv. p. 204. 

- The conduct of the Quarterly at this time 
was in after years thus commented upon by 
John Wiisom 

Xorth . — While we were defending the prin- 
ciples of the British constitution, bearding its 
enemies, and administering to them the knout, 
the Quarterly Revieio was meek and mum as a 
mouse. 

" T icicle r . — Afraid to lose the countenance 
and occasional assistance of Mr. Canning. 


North , — There indeed, James, was a beau- 
tiful exhibition of party politics, a dignified 
exhibition of personal independence .” — Xoctes 
•Ambrosianae. 

It is understood that Canning, who had re- 
ceived the King’s commands in April 10, felt 
keenly the loneliness of his position— estranged 
from his old comrades, and deterred by the re- 
membrance of many bitter satires against them 
from having close intimacy with his new coad- 
jutors. 
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A/>r/Zl7.~-‘\Vent to dinner to-day to Mr. Bainbridge’s Gattonside 
House, and had fireworks in the evening, made by Captain Burchard, 
a good-humoured kind of Will Wimble." One nice little boy am 
nounced to us everything that was going to be done, with the impor- 
tance of a prologue. Some of the country folks assembled, and our 
party was enlivened by the squeaks of the wenches and the long-pro- 
tracted Eh, ell’s ! by which a Teviotdale tup testifies his wonder. 

Apri7 18.— I felt the impatience of news so much that 1 walked 
up to Mr. Laidlaw, surely for no other purpose than to talk politics. 
This interrupted Boney a little. After I returned, about tw^elve or 
one, behold Tom Tack ; he comes from Buenos Ayres with a parcel of 
little curiosities he had picked up for me. As Tom Tack spins a 
tou^/i yarn^ I lost the morning almost entirely — what with one thing, 
what with t’ other, as my friend the Laird of Raeburn says. Nor have 
I much to say for the evening, only I smoked a cigar more than usu- 
al to get the box ended, and give up the custom for a little. 

April 19. — Another letter from Lockhart.^ I am sorry when I 
think of the goodly fellowship of vessels which are now scattered on 
the ocean. There is the Duke of Wellington, the Lord Chancellor, 
Lord Melville, Mr. Peel, and I wmt not who besides, all turned out of 
office or resigned ! I wonder what they can do in the House of Lords 
when all the great Tories are on the wrong side of the House. Can- 
ning seems quite serious in his views of helping Lockhart. I hope it 
will come to something. 

April 20. — A surly sort hf day. I walked for two hours, how- 
ever, and then returned chiefly to Xap. Egad 1 I believe it has an 
end at last, this blasted work. I have the fellow at Plymouth, or 
near about it. Well, I declare, I thought the end of these beastly 
big eight volumes w^as like the end of the world, which is always 
talked of and never comes. 

April 21. — Here is a vile day — downright rain, which disconcerts 
an inroad of bairns from Gattonside, and, of course, annihilates a part 
of the stock of human happiness. But what says the proverb of your 
true rainy day — 

“ ’Tis good for book, ’tis good for work, 

For cup and can, or knife and fork.” 


Ajjril 22. — Wrote till twelve o’clock, then sallied forth, and 
walked to Huntly Burn with Tom; and so, look you, sir, I drove 


J See Spectator. 

- . Your letter has given me the vertigo 

-lay head turns round like a chariot wheel, 
and 1 am on the po;nt of asking — 

• Why, bow now? Am I Giles, or am I not?* 

“The Duke of Wellington out?— bad news at 
home, and worse abroad. Lord Anglesea in his 
^ does not much mend the matter. 

Duke of Clarence in the Navy?— wild work’ 


Lord Melville, I suppose, falls of course— per- 
haps cum told sequeld, about which sequela^ 
unless Sir W. Raeand the Solicitor, I care little. 
The whole is glamour to one who reads no pa- 
pers, and has none to read. I must get one, 
though, if this work is to go on, for it is quite 
bursting in ignorance. Canning is haughty and 
prejudiced— but. I think, honourable as well as 
able: nous vei'vons. I fear Croker will shake, 
and heartily sorry I should feel for that. ...” 
—Scott to Lockhart: Life^ vol. ix. p. 99. 
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home in the carriage. Wrought in the afternoon, and tried to read 
De Uere, a sensible but heavy book, written by an able hand — but a 
great bore for all that^ Wrote in the evening. 

April 23. — Snowy morning. White as my shirt. The little Bain- 
bridges came over; in%dted to see the armoury, etc., which I stood 
showman to. It is odd how much less cubbish the English boys are 
than the Scotch. Well-mannered and sensible are the southern boys. 
1 suppose the sun brings them forward. Here , comes six o’clock at 
night, and it is snowing as if it had not snowed these forty years be- 
fore. Well, ni work away a couple of chapters — three at most will 
finish Napoleon. 

April 24. — Still deep snow — a foot thick in the court-yard, I dare 
say. Severe welcome to the poor lambs now coming into the world. 
But what signifies whether they die just now, or a little while after 
to be united with salad at luncheon-time? It signifies a good deal 
too. There is a period, though a short one, when they dance among 
the gowans, and seem happy. As for your aged sheep or wether, 
the sooner they pass to the Norman side of the vocabulary the better. 
They are like some old dowager ladies and gentlemen of my acquaint- 
ance, — no one cares about them till they come to be cut tip, and then 
we see how the tallow lies on the kidneys and the chine. 

April 25. — Sno\v yet, and it prevents my walking, and I grow 
bilious. I wrote hard though. I have now got Boney pegg’d up in 
the knotty entrails of Saint Helena, and may make a short pause. 

So I finished the review of John Home’s works, which, after all, 
are poorer than I thought them. Good blank verse and stately senti- 
ment, but something lukewarmish, excepting Douglas, which is cer- 
tainly a masterpiece. Even that does not stand the closet. Its merits 
are for the stage ; but it is certainly one of the best acting plavs go- 
ing. ^ Perhaps a play, to act well, should not be too poetical. 

There is a talk in London of bringing in the Marquis of Lans- 
downe, then Lauderdale will perhaps come in here. It is certain the 
old Tory partv is down the wind, not from political opinions, but from 
personal aversion to Canning. Perhaps his satirical temper has part- 
ly occasioned this ; but I rather consider emulation as the source of 
it, the head and front of the offending. Croker no longer rhymes to 
joker. He has made a good coup, it is said, by securing Lord Hert- 
ford for the new administration. D. W. calls him their viper. After 
all, I cannot sympathise with that delicacy which throws up office, 
because the most eloquent man in England, and certainly the only 
man who can manage the House of Commons, is named Minister." 

April 26. — The snow still profusely distributed, and the surface, 
as our hair used to be in youth, after we had played at some active 
game, half black, half white, all in large patches. I finished the crit- 

‘ R. Plumer Ward. —See July 4. crisis will be found in his letters to Lockhart 

•s 4 n . . ^ Morritt in vol. ix. (Anril Mav and 

a A tuller statement of Scott’s views at this June, 1827). O-'pni, -uay, and 
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ii-ism on Home, adding a string of Jacobite anecdotes, like tkat wkidi 
bovs put to a kite’s tail. Sent off the packet to Lockhart ; at the 
same time sent Croker a volume of French tracts, containing Za Porte- 
7ei«7/e de Bonaparte, which he wished to see. Received a great cargo 
of papers from Bernadotte, some curious, and would have been inesti- 
mable two months back, but now my siege is almost made. Still my 
feelings for poor Count Itterburg,' the lineal and legitimate, make me 
averse to have much to do with this child of the revolution. 

April 27. This hand of mine gets to be like a kitten’s scratch, 

and will require much deciphering, or, what may be as well for the 
writer, cannot be deciphered at all. I am sure I cannot lead it my- 
self. \Veather better, which is well, as I shall get a walk. I have 
been a little nervous,, having been confined to the house for three 
days. Well, I may be disabled from duty, but my tamed spirits and 
sense of dejection have quelled all that freakishness of humour w^hich 
made me a voluntary idler. I present myself to the morning task, as 
the hack-horse patiently trudges to the pole of his chaise, and backs, 
how’ever reluctantly, to have the traces fixed. Such are the uses of 
adversity. „ 

April 28. — Wrought at continuing the \Yorks, with some criti- 


2 Count Itterburg, then in his 20th year, 
waf the name under which Gustavus, the ex- 
Cruwn Prince oi Sweden, visited Scotland in 
It was his intention to study at the 
University of Edinburgh during the winter 
session, but, his real name becoming known, 
this was rendered impracticable by the curios- 
ity and ailentiun of the public. He devoted 
himself mainly to the study of military mat- 
ters. and out door exercises, roughing it in all 
sorts of weather, sometime.^, — to his mentor 
Baron Poller’s uneasiness,— setting out on dark 
and stormy nights, and making his way across 
country from point to point. This self-imposed 
training was no doubt with the secret hope 
that he might some day be called upon by the 
iSwedes to oust Bernadotte, and mount the 
throne of the great Gustavus. Mr. Skene saw 
a deal of him. and gives many interesting 
detiiils of his life in Edinburgh, such as the 
1. iluwing account of a meeting at his own 
house. •• He was interested with a set of por- 
traits of the two last generations of the Royal 
Family ofScutiuiid. which hung in my dining- 
room, and which had been presented to my 
graiidfither by Prince Charle.s Edward, in con- 
sidcrat.uii of the .«.:icriiices he had made for the 
Pniice'-S service during the unfortunate enter- 
pri.se of the year ITUa, having raised and com- 
iimnded one of the battalions of Lord Lewis 
Gitrdoii'.s brigade. The portrait of Prince 
Charles Edward, taken about the same age as 
Coiute Itterburg, and no doubt also the marked 
analogy existing in the circumstances to which 
they had been each reduced, seemed much 
to enpge his notice; and when the ladies had 
retired he begged me to give him some account 
of the rebellion, and of the various endeavours 
of the Stewarts to regain the Scottish crown. 
The subject was rather a comprehensive one, 
hut i.4V.Lg done my best to put him in posses- 


sion of the leading features, it seemed to have 
taken very strong hold of his mind, as he fre- 
quently’’, at our subsequent meetings, reverted 
to the subject. Upon another occasion by de- 
grees the topic of conversation slipped into its 
wonted channel— the rebellion of 1745, its final 
disaster, and the singular escape of the Prince 
from the pursuit of his enemies. The Comte 
inquired what effect the failure of the enter- 
prise had produced upon the Prince’s charac- 
ter, with whose gallant bearing and enthusi- 
asm, in the conduct of his de.sperate enterprise, 
he evinced the strongest interest and sympa- 
thy. 1 stated briefly the mortifying disappoint- 
ments to which Charles Edward was exposed 
in France, the hopelessness of his cause, and 
the indifference generally shown to him by the 
continental courts, which so much preyed on 
his mind as finally to stifle every spark of his 
former character, so that he gave himself up 
to a listless indifference, which terminated in 
his becoming a sot during the latter years 
of his life. On turning round to the Prince, 
who had been listening to these details, I per- 
ceived the big drops chasing each other down 
his cheeks and therefore changed the subject, 
and he never again recurred to it.” — Reminis- 
cences. 

Count Itterburg, or Prince Gustavus Vasa, 
to give him the title of an old family dignity 
which he assumed in 1829, entered the Austri- 
an army, in which he attained the rank of 
Lieutenant Field- Marshal. His services, it is 
needless to say, were never required by the 
Swedes, though he never relinquished his pre- 
tensions, and claimed the throne at his father’s 
death in 1S37 He died at Pillnitz on the 4th 
August, 1877, leaving one daughter, the present 
Queen of Saxony. 

Notices of his visits to 39 Castle Street and 
Abbotsford are given in the 6th vol. ot Life. 
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cisin on Defoe.' I have great aversion, I cannot tell why, to stuffing 
the “Border Antiquities'’ into what they call the Prose Works. 

There is no encouragement, to be sore, for doing better, for no- 
body seems to care. I cannot get an answer from J. Ballantyne, 
whether lie thinks the review on the Highlands would be a better 
substitution. 

utpril 29. — Colonel and Captain Ferguson dined here with Mr. 
Laidlaw’. I wrote ail the morning, then cut some wood. I think the 
weather gets too warm for hard work with the axe, or I get too stiff 
and easily tired. 

Ajmi 30. — Went to Jedburgh to circuit, where found my old 
friend and schoolfellow, D. Monypenny.^ Nothing to-day but a pack 
of riff-raff eases of petty larceny and trash. Dined as usual with the 
Judge, and slept at my old friend Mr. Shortreedbs. 


* This refers to the Miscellaneoiis Pro;^t 
Hurlx forming ‘Ji the publication of 

which did norcominence until May. al- 
though, as is shown by the Journal, the autiior 
was busy in its preparation. The “criticism 
on Defoe ” will be found in the fourth volume, 


pp. 24T-20G, forming a supplement to John Bal- 
lantyae‘.s Biographical Notice of Defoe in the 
same volume. The •* Es&iv on Border Antiqui- 
ties’* appeared, notwithstanding Scott’s mis- 
givmgs, in the seventh volume. 

2 Lord Pitmilly. — See onte, p. 79. 



MAY 


May 1. — BrougM Andrew Shortreed to copy some things I want. 
Maxpopple came with us as far as Lessudden, and we stopped and 
made a pilgrimage to Fair Maiden Lilliard^s Stone, which has been 
restored lately, to the credit of Mr. Walker of Mnirhonselaw.^ Set 
my young clerk to work when we came home, and did some labori- 
ous business. A letter from Sir Thomas Lawrence informed me I am 
chosen Professor of Antiquities to the Koyal Academy — a beautiful 
professor to be sure ! 

May 2. — Did nothing but proofs this morning. At ten went to 
Selkirk to arrange about the new measures, which, like all new things, 
will throw us into confusion for a little at least. The weather was so 
exquisitely good that I walked after tea to half -past eight, and en- 
joyed a sort of half-lazy, half-sulky humour — like Caliban’s, “ There’s 
wood enough within.”* Well, I may be the bear, but I must mount 
the ragged staff all the same. I set myself to labour for R. P. G.* 
The Germanic Horrors are my theme, and I think something may be 
yet made of them. 

May 3. — An early visit from Mr. Thomas Stewart, nephew of 
Duchess of Wellington, with a letter from his aunt. He seems a 
well-behaved and pleasant young man. I walked him through the 
Glen. Colonel Ferguson came to help us out at dinner, and then we 
had our wine and wassail. 

May 4. — Corrected proofs in the morning. Mr. Stewart still 
here, which prevented work; however, I am far beforehand with 
everything. We walked a good deal ; asked Mr. Alexander Pringle, 
Whytbank, to dinner. This is rather losing time, though. 

May 5. — Worked away upon those wild affairs of Hoffmann 
for Gillies. I think I have forgot my German very much, and then 
t lui stream of criticism does not come freely at all : I cannot tell why. 
I gave it up in despair at half-past one, and walked out. 


1 Tlu*. rii(l(^ ion on tho stonn pl.'iood 

over tlio {iriive of tlii.s Hordor /iniazon, Hlain ut 
Ancrurn Moor, a.d. 1545, ran thus - 

“ Fair timidon Lilliard Ufa under this 

Little wris her Htiiture hut ^reiit whh her faiiio. 

Upon the En^flidi Iuuiih .she laid iiiniiy tliutnps, 

AikI wh«!n hor le/'s wore euttol oil' uh« foufjhl upon her 
RtmiipH.” 

See jyeiu Stat. Account Scot.^ “lloxbiirgh,” j). 
‘2U. 

2 Tempest, Act i. Sc. 2. 

3 An article for the Foreign Quarterly Re- 


view, regard iug which Mr. Lockhart says:— “It 
had then been newly started under the Editor- 
ship of Mr. R. P. Gillies. This article, it is prop- 
or to observe, was a benefaction to Mr. Gillies, 
whose pecuniary affairs rendered such assist- 
ance very desirable. Scott’s generosity in this 
matter— for it was exactly giving a poor broth- 
er author £100 at the expense of considerable 
time and drudgery to himself— I think it nec- 
(is.sary to irumtion; the date of the exertion re- 
quires it of me.”-IrI/^/^;, vol. ix. pp. 72-3; seo 
Afisc. Prose WorJes, vol. xviii. p. 270. 
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Had a letter from R. P. G. He seems in spirits about his wr=rl:. 
I wish it may answer. Under good eneoumgeinent it ccTtri:!.’;; 
migiit. But — 

Maxpopple came to dinner, and Mr. Laidlaw after dinner, so 
that broke up the day, which I can ill spare. Mr. Stew’art left n> 
this day. 

J/fiy 6. — Wrought again at Hofmann — uiifnietnously I fear— 
unwillingly I am certain ; but how else can I do a little good ia roy 
generation ? I will try a walk. I w'ould fain catch mysulf in good- 
humour with my task, but that will not be easy. 

Maij V. — Finished Hoffmann, talk qualk. I don't like it : but 
then I ha%’e been often displeased with things that have proved suc- 
cessful. Our own labours become disgusting in oar eves, from the 
ideas having been turned over and over in our own minds. To others, 
to whom tiiey are presented for the first time, they have a show of 
novelty. God grant it may prove so. I w*ould help the poor fellow 
if I could, for 1 am poor myself. 

8. — Corrected Hoffmann with a view to send him off. wrulcli, 
how'ever, I could not accomplish. I iinished a criticism on Defoe's 
Writings.^ His great forte is his power of vwkfmhlance. This I 
have instanced in the story of Mrs. Veal's Ghost. Ettrick Shepherd 
arrived. 

May 9. — This day w'e went to dinner at Mr. Scrope's, at the Pa- 
vilion, tvhere were the Haigs of Bemerside, Isaac Haig, Mr. and Mrs. 
Bainbridge, etc. Warm dispute whether par are or are not salmon 
trout. ‘‘ Fleas are not lobsters, d — n their souls." 

Mr. Scrope has made a painting of Tivoli, which, when mellowed 
a little by time, will be a tine one. Letters from Lockhart, with news 
concerning the beautiful mess they are making in London. Henry 
Scott will be threatened in Roxburghshire. This would be bad 
policy, as it would drive the young Duke to take up his abound, 
which, unless pressed, he may be in no hurry to do. Persunally, I 
do not like to be driven to a point, as I think Canning rnay do much 
for the country, provided he does not stand eommiiied to Lis new 
Whig counsellors. But if the push does come. I will not qni: my old 
friends — that I am freely resolved, and dksoIutdyn8.s Slender says." 

May 10. — We went to breakfast at Hunily Burn, and I wandered 
all the morning in the woods to avoid an English party who came to 
see the house. When I came home I found my cousin Col. Russell, 
and his sister, so I had no work to-day hut my labour at proofs in the 
morning. To-day I dismiss my aide-de-camp, Sliortreed — a fne lad. 
The Boar of the Forest left us after breakfast. Had a present of a 
medal forming one of a series from Chantrey's busts. But this is 
not for nothing: the donor w'ants a motto for the reverse of the 
King's medal. I am a bad hand to apply to. 




i See note 1. p. 253. 
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il.— Hoirg called tliis morning to converse about trying to 
rret liim on the pecuniary list of the Royal Literary Society. Cer- 
riiiiilv he deserves it, if genius and necessity could do so. But I do 
not belong to the society, nor do I propose to enter it as a coadjutor. 
I don't like your royal academies of this kind ; they almost always 
fall into jobs*, and the members are seldom those who do credit to the 
literature of a country. It affected, too, to comprehend those men of 
letters who are specially attached to the Crown, and though I love and 
lionoiir my King as much as any of them can, yet I hold it best, in 
this free countrv, to preserve the exterior of independence, that my 
lovalty may be the more impressive, and tell more effectually. Yet I 
wish sincerely to help poor Hogg, and have written to Lockhart 
about it. It inay be my owm desolate feelings — it may be the appre- 
hension of evil from this political hocus-pocus, but I have seldom felt 
more moody and uncomfortable than while writing these lines. I 
have walked* too, but without effect. W. Laidlaw, whose very ingen- 
ious mind is delighted with all novelties, talked nonsense about the 
new government, in which men are to resign principle, I fear, on both 
sides. 

Mafj 12. — Wrote Lockhart on what I think the upright and hon- 
est principle, and am resolved to vex myself no more about it. 
Walked with my cousin, Colonel Russell, for three hours in the 
woods, and enjoyed the sublime and delectable pleasure of being well, 
— and listened to on the subject of my favourite themes of laying out 
ground and plantation. Russell seems quite to follow such an excel- 
lent authority, and my spirits mounted while I found I was harang- 
uing to a wdlliiig and patient pupil. To be sure, Ashestiel, planting 
the high knolls, and drawing woodland through the pasture, could be 
made one of the most beautiful forest things in the world. I have 
often dreamed of putting it in high order ; and, judging from what I 
have been able to do here, I think I should have succeeded. At any 
rate, my blue devils are flown at the sense of retaining some sort of 
consequence. Lord, w^hat fools we are ! 

ifd?/ 13. — A mosk idle and dissipated day. I did not rise till 
half -past eight o'clock. Col. and Capt. Ferguson came to breakfast. 
I walked half-way home with them, then turned back and spent the 
day, which was delightful, wandering from place to place in the woods, 
ssunetimes reading the new and interesting volumes of Cyril Thorn- 
sometimes chewing the cud of sw’'eet and hitter fancy w^hich 
strangely alternated in my mind, idly stirred by the succession of a 
thousand vague thoughts and fears, the gay thoughts strangely min- 
gled with those of dismal melancholy ; tears, w^hich seemed ready to 
liowr iiiibiddeii ; smiles, which approached to those of insanity ; all 
that wild variety of mood which solitude engenders. I scribbled 

* ^*** 5 and Manliood of Cyril Thornton^ by Captain Thomas Hamilton, had lust been pub- 

Ifbcd anonymously. j j i 
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some verses, or rather composed them in my memory. The contrast 
at leavino- Abbotsford to former departures is of an agitating and vio- 
lent description. Assorting papers and so forth.. I never could 
help admiring the concatenation between Ahitophel’s setting his 
house in order and hanging himself. The one seems to me to follow 
the other as a matter of course. I don’t mind the trouble, though 
inv head swims with it. I do not mind meeting accounts, which un- 
[Kiid remind you of your distress, or paid serve to show you you have 
l»ecn throwing away money you would be glad to have back again. I 
do not mind the strange contradictory mode of papers hiding them- 
selves that you wish to see, and others thrusting themselves into 
your hand to confuse and bewilder you. There is a clergyman’s let- 
ter about the Scottish pronunciation, to which I had written an an- 
swer some weeks since (the parson is an ass, by the by). But I had 
laid aside my answer, being unable to find the letter which bore his 
address ; and, in the course of this day, both his letter with the ad- 
dress, and my answer which wanted the address, fell into my hands 
half-a-dozen times, but separately always. This was the positive mal- 
ice of some hobgoblin, and I submit to it as such. But what fright- 
ens and disgusts me is those fearful letters from those w^ho have been 
long dead, to those who linger on their wayfare through this valley of 
tears. These fine lines of Spencer came into my head — 

“When midnight o’er the pathless skies.” ^ 

Ay, and can I forget the author 1 — the frightful moral of his own vis- 
ion. What is this world ? A dream within a dream — as we grow 
older each step is an awakening. The youth awakes as he thinks 
from childhood — the full-grown man despises the pursuits of youth 
as visionary — the old man looks on manhood as a feverish dream. 
The CTrave the last sleep ? — no ; it is the last and final awakening. 

May 14. — To town per Blucher coach, well stowed and crushed, 
but saved cash, coming off for less than £2 ; posting costs nearly five, 
and you don’t get on so fast by one-third. Arrived in my old lodg- 
ings here with a stouter heart than I expected. Dined with Mr. and 
Mrs. Skene, and met Lord Medwyn and lady. 

May 15. -—Parliament House a queer sight. Looked as if people 

were singing to each other the noble song of The sky’s falling 

chickie diddle.” Thinks I to myself. I’ll keep a calm sough. 


^ Mr. Lockliart adds the following lines: — 

“ The shade of youthful hope is there, 

That lin'^ered loufr, and latest died ; 

Ambitions all dissolved to air, 

V ith phantom honours by his side. 

“ What empty shadows {jlimmer nigh 1 

They once were friendship, truth, and love ! 
'>h,_die to thoufrht, to memory die. 

Since lifeless to iny heart ye prove.” 

(Poems by the Hon. W. B. Spencer, London, 

1 7 


1811, p. 6S.) “ The best writer of irrs dr .^ociete 
in our time, and one of the most charming of 
companions, was exactly Sir Walter’s contem- 
porar}’-, and, like him, first attracted notice by a 
version or Burger’s Lenore. Like him, too 
this remarkable man fell into pecuniary dis’ 
tress in the disastrous year 1825, and he was 
now (18*26) an involuntary resident in Paris 
where he died in October, 1831, anno cetat. 65. ’’ 

— J. G. L. 
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“ Betwixt both sides I unconcerned stand by ; 

Hurt, can I laugh, and honest, need I cry?” 

I wish the old Government had kept together, but their personal 
dislike to Canning seems to have rendered that impossible. 

I dined at a great dinner given by Sir George Clerk to his elec- 
tors, tliG freeholders of Midlothian; a great attendance of Whig and 
Tory, huzzaing each other’s toasts. -5^^ is a good peacemaker, but quar- 
ter-day is a better. I have a guess the best gamecocks would call a 
fniee 'if a handful or two of oats were scattered among them. 

Jfuy 16. — Mr. John Gibson says the Trustees are to allow my ex- 
pense in travelling— £300, with £50 taken in in Longman’s bill. This 
will place me rectus hi and not much more, faith ! 

There is a fellow bawling out a ditty in the street, the burthen of 
which is 

“There’s nothing but poverty everywhere.” 

He shall not he a penny richer for telling me what I know but too 
well without him. 

Mmj 17. — Learned with great distress the death of poor Richard 
Lockhart, the youngest brother of my son-in-law. He had an exquis- 
ite talent for acquiring languages, and was under the patronage of my 
kinsman, George Swinton, who had taken him into his own family at 
Calcutta, and now he is drowned in a foolish bathing party. 

May IS. — Heard from Abbotsford ; all well. Wrought to-day but 
awkwardly. Tom Campbell called, Tvarm from bis Glasgow Rector- 
ship ; he is looking very well. He seemed surprised that I did not 
know anything about the contentions of Tories, Whigs, and Radicals, 
in the great commercial city. I have other eggs on the spit. He 
stayed but a few' minutes.^ 

May 19. — Went out to-day to Sir John Dairy mple’s,^ at Oxenford, 
a pretty place ; the lady a daughter of Lord Duncan. Will Clerk and 
Robert Graeme w'ent with me. A good dinner and pleasant enough 
party ; but ten miles going and ten miles coming make twenty, and 
that is something of a journey. Got a headache too by jolting about 
after dinner. 

May 20. — rote a good deal at Appendix [to Bonaparte], or per- 
haps I should say tried to write. Got myself into a fever when I had 

* The flillowing note to Jlr. and Mrs. Skene shoulders, and am obliged to deprive myself ot 
bfiongs to th’.s day the pleasure of waiting upon you to-day to diu- 
My dear Friends. — I am just returned from ner, to my great mortification.— Alwavs yours, 
ronrt dreepmg hke the Water Kelpy when he Walter “Scott. 

had finished the I.:iird of Morpdiey’s Bridge, Walker Street, 
and am, like tkit ill-used drudge disposed to Friday, istA Mav 1S27. 

SiCg— 

Sair bark anti sair b.’ines.i — Skme's Reminiscences. 

la fact I have the rheumatism in head and ^ Afterwards (in 1840) eighth Earl of Stair. 

1 Sair back and sair bane.^ 

Carrying the Lord of M.irphey’s stanes. 

Bordtr Mim^rtUy, vol. iii. pp. 360, 365. 
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tiiiisiied four paired. went out at ci^ht o'clock at niglit to cor, I my- 
self if possible. '' Walked with diffieuity as far as Skene's/ and tfiere 
sat and Ltot out of my fidgety feeling. Learned that the Princes Street 
people iiiteiid to present me with the key of their gardens, which will 
be a irreiit treat, as I am too tender-hoofed for the stones. We must 
now ifct to work in earnest. 

Sfmj 21. — Accordingly this day I wrought tightly, and though not 
in my very best mood I got on in a very business-like manner. Was 
at tlie Gas Council, where I found things getting poorly on. The 
Treasury have remitted us to the Exchequer. The Committee want 
me to make private interest with the L. C. Baron. That 1 won't do, 
but I will state their cause publicly any way they like. 

J/oy 22. — At Court — home by two, 'walking through the Princes 
Street Gardens for the first time. Called on Mrs. Jobson. Worked 
two hours. Must dress to dine at Mr. John Borthwick's, with the 
l/ou}u/ /oil\ now Mr. and Mrs. Dempster.' Kindly and aSectionately 
received by my good young friends, who seem to have succeeded to 
their parents' regard for me. 

J/ay 23. — Got some books, etc., which I wanted to make up the 
Saint Helena affair. Set about making up the Appendix, but found 
I had mislaid a number of the said postliminary affair. Had Hogg's 
nephew here as a transcriber, a modest and well-behaved young man 
— clever, too, I think." Being Teind Wednesday I was not obliged 
TO go to the Court, and am now ba? 2 r^ up, and shall soon finish Mr, 
Xappy. And how then .' Ay, marry, sir, that's the question. 


‘‘Lord, what will all the people say, 
Mr. Mayor, Mr. Mayor 7’ 


The fires i' the low*est hell fold in the people !" ^ as Coriolanus says. 
I live not in their report, I hope. 

Mcnj 24. — Mr. Gibson paid me £70 more of my London journey. 
A good thought came into my head : to write stories for little John- 
nie Lockhart from the History of Scotland, like those taken from the 
History of England. I will not write mine quite so simply as Croker 
has done. I am persuaded both children and the lower class of read- 
ers hate books which are written dozen to their capacity, and love those 
that are more composed for their elders and betters. I will make, if 
possible, a book that a child will understand, yet a man will feel some 
temptation to peruse should he chance to take it up. It will require, 
however, a simplicity of style not quite my own. The grand and in- 

5 12*^ Princes Street. and which she never forgot, nor Sir Walter’s 

: George Dempster of Skibo had jusl mar- talk as he sat next her at table, and vith un- 
ried a .ia-.ghter of the House of Arniston. This feigned kindness devoted himself to her eater- 
latiy ;:,:s h;id the sitigular gratification of I’sten- tain.ment. 

:ng to those nleasant imnressions of a dinner ^ Lif-:. vol. ix. 114. 
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terestiiig consists in ideas, not in words. A clever thing of this kind 

will have a run — 

“Little to say, 
init wrought away, 

And went out to dine with the Skenes to-day.” 

Ratlier too many dinner engagements on my list. Must be hard-heart- 
ed. I cannot stiy I like my solitary days the worst by any means. I 
dine, wlien I like, on soup or broth, and drink a glass of porter or 
ginger-beer ; a single tumbler of whisky and water concludes the de- 
\imck. This agrees with me charmingly. At ten o’clock bread and 
cheese, a single draught of small beer, porter, or ginger-beer, and to 
bed. 

May 2G. — I %vent the same dull and weary round out to the Par- 
liament House, which bothers one’s brains for the day. Neverthe- 
less, I get on. Pages vanish from under my hand, and find their 
way to J. Ballantyne, who is grinding away with his presses. I think 
I may say, now I begin to get rid of the dust raised about me by so 
many puzzling little facts, that it is plain sailing to the end. 

Dined at Skene’s with George Forbes and lady. But that was 
yesterday. 

Miiy 27. — I got ducked in coming home from the Court. Na- 
hoclish ! — I thank thee, Pat, for teaching me the word. Made a hard 
day of it. Scarce stirred from one room to another, but at bed-time 
finished a handsome handful of copy. I have quoted Gourgaud’s 
cvitience : I suppose he will be in a rare passion, and may he addicted 
10 vengeance, like a long-moustached son of a French bitch as he is. 
Naboclish ! again for that. 

“ Frenchman, Devil, or Don, 

Damn him, let him come on, 

He sha’n’t scare a son of the Island.” ^ 

^ May 28. — Another day of uninterrupted study ; two such would 
linish the work with a murrain. I have several engagements next 
week ; I wonder how I "was such a fool as to take them. I think I 
shall be done, however, before Saturday. What shall I have to think 
of when I lie down at night and awake in the morning ? What will 
be my plague and my pastime, my curse and my blessing, as ideas 
lajiiie and the pulse rises, or as they flag and something like a snow 
haze covers my wdiole imagination ? I have my Eighla 7 id Tales— 
and then— never mind, sufficient for the day is the evil thereof. 

JAi// 29.— Detained at the House till near three. Made a call on 
Mrs. Jobsoii and others ; also went down to the printing-office. I 
hope James Ballantyne will do well. I think and believe he will, 
rough t in the evening. 


i Sir Walter varies a verse of The tight little Island.— j. g. l. 
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May 30. — Having Liit a trifle on the roll to-day, I set hard to 
work, and brought myself in for a holiday, or rather played truant. 
At two o'clock went to a Mr. Mackenzie in my old house at Castle 
Street, to have some touches given to Walker’s print. ^ Afterwards, 
having young Hogg with me as an amanuensis, I took to the oar till 
near ten o'clock.' 

Maif 31. — Being a Court day I was engaged very late. Then I 
called at the printing-house, hut got no exact calculation how we 
come Oil. Met Mr. Oadell, who bids, as the author’s copy [money] 
Is. profit on each book of Hugh Littlejohn, I thought this too little. 
My general calculation is on such profits, that, supposing the book to 
sell to the public for 7s. 6d., the price ought to go in three shares — 
one to the trade, one to the expense of print and paper, and one to 
the autlior and publisher between them, which of course would be 
Is. 3d., not Is. to the author. But in stating this rule I omitted to 
observe that books for young persons are half bound before they go 
out into the trade. This comes to about 9d. for two volumes. The 
allowance to the trade is also heavy, so that Is. a book is very well 
on great numbers. There may besides be a third volume. 

Dined at James Ballautyne’s, and heard his brother Sandy sing 
and play on the violin, beautifully as usual. James himself sang the 
Reel of Tullochgorum, with hearty cheer and uplifted voice. MTen 
I came home I learned that we had beat the Coal Gas Company, which 
is a sort of triumph. 


1 The eDgraving from Raeburn’s picture. — 
See ante, p. 138. 

2 Mr. Robert Hogg relates that during these 
few days Sir W. aud he laboured from six in 
the morning till the .same hour in the evening, 
with the exception of the iuterrals allowed for 
breakfiist and lunch, which were served in the 
room to save time. He noted a striking pecu- 


liarity in Scott’s dictation, that with the great- 
est ease he was able to carry on two trains of 
thought at one time, ‘‘one of which was al- 
ready arranged, and in the act of being spoken, 
while at the same time he was in advance con- 
sidering what wa.s afterwards to be said.”— See 
hi.s interesting letter to .Mr. Lockhart, Life, vol. 
ix. pp. 115-117. 



JUNE 


June 1. — Settled my household-book. Sophia does not set out 
till the middle of the week, which is unlucky, our antiquarian skir- 
mish beginning in Fife just about the time she is to aiwe. Letter 
from John touching public affairs ; don’t half like them, and am afraid 
we shall have the Whig alliance turn out like the calling in of the 
Saxons. I told this to Jeffrey, who said they would convert us, as 
the Saxons did the British. I shall die in my Paganism for one. I 
don’t like a bone of them as a party. Ugly reports of the King’s 
health ; God pity this poor country should that be so, but I think it 
a thing devised by the enemy. Anne arrived from Abbotsford. I 
dined at Sir Robert Dundas’s, with Mrs. Dundas, Arniston, and other 
friends. Worked a little, not much. 

June 2. — Do. Do. Dined at Baron Hume’s. These dinners are 
cruelly in the way, but qiie faut-il faire ? the business of the Court 
must be done, and it is impossible absolutely to break off all habits 
of visiting. Besides, the correcting of proof-sheets in itself is now 
become burdensome. Three or four a day is hard work. 

June 3. — Wrought hard. I think I have but a trifle more to do, 
but new things cast up ; we get beyond the life, however, for I have 
killed him to-day. The newspapers are very saucy ; The Sun says 
I have got £4000 for suffering a Frenchman to look over my manu- 
script. Here is a proper fellow for you I I wonder what he thinks 
Frenchmen are made of — walking money-bags, doubtless. How as 
Sir Fretful Plagiary^ says, another man would be mad at this, but I 
care not one brass farthing. 

June 4. — The birthday of our good old king. It was wrong not 
to keep up the thing as it w’as of yore writh dinners, and claret, and 
squibs, and crackers, and saturnalia. The thoughts of the subjects 
require sometimes to be turned to the sovereign, were it but only that 
they may remember there is such a person. 

The Bannatyne edition of Melville’s Memoirs is out, and beats all 
print. Gad, it is a fine institution that; a rare one, by Jove ! beats 
the Roxburghe, M rought veTj bobbishly to-day, but went off at 
dinner-time to Thomas Thomson, Avhere w’e had good cheer and good 
fun. By the way, we have lost our Coal Gas Bill. Sorry for it, but 
1 can't cry. 

June 5. — ^Proofs. Parliament House till two. Commenced the 


J Sheridan's Critic, Act i. Sc. 1. 
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clianicter of B(Mapaiie. Tu-inorruw being a Teiiid-day I witl iiope 
to get it iiiiisiied. Meaiitiiiie I go out tu-nigbt tu see Franhsisit'in at 
the theatre. 

Jiitie Ij . — Fnuiktiisteiii is eiitertaiiiiiig fur once — eonsiderabie art 
ill the liiaii that plays the Munster, tu wlioni he gave great effect. 
Cuoper is Ids iiaiiie ; played exeelleiitly in the farce too, as a sailor 
— a mure natural one, I think, than iiiy old friend Jack Bamiister, 
liiuiigh lie lias nut ipiite Jack’s richness uf hiiiaour. I had seven 
proof-sheets to correct this morning, by (xoles. Su I did not get to 
roioposition till nine; work on with little interruption fsave that Mr. 
\'erp]aiick, an American, breakfasted with us) uiitii seven, and then 
walked, for fear of the black dog or devil that worries me when I 
work too liard. 

Ji{/(e 7. — This morning finished Boaep. And now, as Idaiiie 
Fortune says, in Quevedo's Visions, (ro, ivheeij ami tht dte'd dript thtrd 
It was high time I brought u|.> some reinfurceinents, for riiy pouini 
was come to half-crowns, and I had nothing to keep house wlien the 
Lockharts come. Credit enough to be sure, but I have been taught 
by experience to make short reckonings. Some great authors now 
will think it a degradatiuii to write a child’s book ; I cannot say I feel 
it such. It is to be inscribed to mv grandson, and I will write it nut 
only without a sense of its being 'mfra dip. but with a grandfather's 
pleasure. 

I arranged with Mr. Cadell for the property of Tales qf a Gnual- 
father^ 10,000 copies for £787, 10s. 

Jane 8. — A Mr. Maywood, much protected by poor Alister Dlui, 
brought me a letter from the late Colonel Huxley. His connection 
and approach to me is through the grave, but I will not be the less 
disposed to assist him if an opportunity offers. I made a long round 
to-day, going to David Laing’s about forwarding the books of the 
Baniiatyiie Club to Sir Ceorge Rose and r>uke of Buckingham. Then 
1 came ruiind by the priuting-oftice, where the presses are groaning 
upon Xapoleon, and so home through the gardens. I have d»;»ne little 
to-day sa\'e writing* a letter ur two, for I was fatigued and sleepy 
when I got horne, and nodded, 1 think, over Sir James Melville's J/c- 
'jjioirs. I will do something, though, when I have dined. By the 
way, 1 corrected the proofs for Gillies ; they read better than I look- 
ed for. 

June 9. — Cori'octed proofs in the morning. Mlien I came home 
from Court 1 found that John Lockhart and Sophia were arrived by 
the steam-hoat at Poitohelio, where they have a small lodging. I 
went down with a bottle of Champagne, and a tiask of Maraschino, 
and made buirdly cheer with them for the rest of the day. Had the 

J ‘-Xo sooner liad the Sun uttered these sion. Fortune gave a n.ijbty sjueak. saying, 
words than Fortune, as If she had been play- *FIy. wheel, and the dev;I drye ^thee. 
icg on a cymbal, began to unwind her wheel, Fortune in hter n’bs. Quevedo t-nglish trans. 
wh.ch. whiriiiig about like a hurricane, hud- (179S.;. voi. hi p lu7. 
died ah the w^rld into an unparalleled confu- 
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great pleasure to find tliem all in high liealth. Poor Johnny is de- 
Sdedlv improved in liis general liealth, and the injury on the spine 
is got no worse. Walter is a very fine child. 

June 10.— Rose with the odd consciousness of being free of my 
daily task. I have heard that the fish-women go to church of a 
Siindav with their creels new w^ashed, and a few stones in them for 
ballast", just because they cannot W'alk steadily without their usual 
load. I feel somewhat like this, and rather inclined to pick up some 
light task, than to be altogether idle. I have my proof-sheets, to be 
sure ; hut wdiat are these to a whole day ? Fortunately my thoughts 
are agreeable ; cash difiiculties, etc., all provided for, as far as I can 
see, so that we go on hooly and fairly. Betwixt and August 1st I 
should receive £750, and I cannot think I have more than the half 
of it to pay away. Cash, to be sure, seems to burn in my pocket. 
‘‘ He wasna gien to great misguiding, but coin his pouches wouldna 
bide in.” ^ By goles, this shall be corrected, though ! Lockhart gives 
a sad account of Gillies’s imprudences. Lockhart dined with us. Day 
idle. 

June 11. — ^The attendance on the Committee, and afterwards the 
general meeting of the Oil Gas Company took up my morning, and 
the rest dribbled away in correcting proofs and trifling; reading, 
among the rest, an odd volume of Vivian Grey\- clever, but not so 
much .so as to make me, in this sultry weather, go up-stairs to the 
drawing-room to seek the other volumes. Ah ! villain, hut you smoked 
when you read. — Well, Madam, perhaps I think the better of the book 
for that reason. Made a blunder, — went to Ravelston on the wrong- 
day. This Anne’s fault, hut I did not reproach her, knowing it might 
as well have been my own. 

June 12. — At Court, a long hearing. Got home only about three. 
Corrected proofs, etc. Dined with Baron Clerk, and met several old 
friends ; Will Clerk in particular. 

June 13. — Another long seat at Court. Almost overcome by the 
heat in walking home, and rendered useless for the day. Let me be 
thankful, however ; my lameness is much better, and the nerves of 
iiiy unfortunate ankle are so much strengthened that I ’walk with 
romparatively little pain. Dined at John Swinton’s; a large party. 
These festive occasions consume much valuable time, besides trying 
the stomach a little by late hours, and some wdne shed, though tlxat’s 
not iiiueh. 

^ June 14.— Anne and Sophia dined. Could not stay at home 
u itli them alone. W e had the Skenes and Allan, and amused our- 
selves till ten o’clock. 

June 15. — This being the day long since appointed for our cruise 

Fife, Thomas Thomson, Sir A. Ferguson, Will Clerk, and I, set off 


“Oil a Seotcli Bard, gone to the 

Wtii Iiid.eH ■’ 


- Vivian Grey, by Benjamin Disraeli, was 
published anonymously in 5 vols. 12mo, 1826-7. 
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with Miss Adam, and made our journey successfully to Charlton, 
where met Lord Chief-Baron and Lord Chief-Corn mission er, all in the 
liiimour to be happy, though time is telling with us all. Our good- 
natured host, Mr. A. Thomson, his wife, and his good-looMng daugh- 
ters, received us most kindly, and the conversation took its old roll, 
ill spite of woes and infirmities. Charlton is a good house, in the 
iiiiilst of highly - cultivated land, and immediately surrounded with 
gardens and parterres, together with plantations, partly in the old, 
partly in the new% taste ; I like it very much ; though, as a residence, 
It is perliaps a little too much finished. Xot even a bit of bog to 
amuse one, as Mr. Elphinstone said. 

Junv 16. — This day we went ofi^ in a body to St. Andrews, which 
Thomas Thomson had never seen. On the road beyond Charlton 
saw a small cottage said to have been the heritable appanage of a 
family called the Keays [?]. He had a right to feed his horse for a 
certain time on the adjoining pasture. This functionary was sent to 
Falkland with the fish for the royal table. The ruins at St. Andreevs 
have been lately cleared out. They had been chiefiy magnificent 
from their size — not their extent of ornament. I did not go up to 
St. Rule’s Tower as on former occasions ; this is a falling off, for when 
before did I remain sitting below when there was a steeple to be as- 
cended? But the rheumatism has begun to change that vein for 
some time past, though I think this is the first decided sign of acqui- 
escence in my lot. I sat down on a grave-stone, and recollected the 
first visit I made to St. Andrews, now thirty-four years ago. What 
changes in my feeling and my fortune have since then taken place ! 
some for the better, many for the worse. I remembered the name I 
then carved in Runic characters on the turf beside the castle-gate, 
and I asked why it should still agitate my heart. But my friends 
came down from the tower, and the foolish idea was chased away.^ 

June 17. — Lounged about while the good family ^vent to church. 
The day is rather cold and disposed to rain. The papers say that 
the Corn Bill is given up in consequence of the Duke of Wellington 
having carried the amendment in the House of Lords. All the party 
liere — Sir A. F. perhaps excepted — are Ministerialists on the present 
double bottom. They say the names of Whig and Tory are now to 
exist no longer. Why have they existed at all ? 

In the forenoon we went off to explore the environs ; we visited 
two ancient manor-houses, those of Elie and Balcaskie. Large roomy 
mansions, with good apartments, two or three good portraits, and a 


^ If the reader turns to December 18, 1825, 
he will see that this is not the first allusion in 
the Journal to his ‘‘first love,” — an innocent 
attachment, to which we owe the tenderest 
pages, not only of Eedgauntlet (1821), but of 
the Lay of the Lou^t Minstrel (1S05), and of 
E"k--r<y (IS <31. In all these works the heroine 
has certain distinctive features drawn from 
une and the same haunting dream. The lady 


was “Williamiua Belches, sole child and heir 
of a gentleman who was a cadet of the ancient 
family of Invermay, and who afterwards be- 
came Sir John Stuart of Fettercairn.-' She 
married Sir William Forbes in 1797 and died 
in 1810. — Life. vol. i. p. 333; Shairp's Memoirs 
of Principal Forbes, pp. 4, 5, Svo, London, 1873, 
where her portrait, engraved from a miniature, 
is given. 
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collection of most extraordinary friglits, prodigiously like the mis- 
tresses of King George i.j who came for all the goods and chattels 
of okf England. There are at Elie House two most ferocious-looking 
Otrresses of this cast. There are nohle trees about the house. Bal- 
ciiskie put me in mind of poor Philip Anstruther, dead and gone 
maiiv a long year since. He w'as a fine, gallant, light-hearted young 
sailor. I remember the story of his drawing on his father for some 
cash, which produced an angry letter from old Sir Robert, to which 
Philip replied, that if he did not know how to write like a gentleman, 
he did not desire any more of his correspondence. Balcaskie is much 
dilapidated ; but they are restoring the house in the good old style, 
with its terraces and ye^v-hedges. The beastly fashion of bringing a 
bare ill-kept park up to your very doors seems going down. We next 
visited with great pleasure the Church of St. Monans, which is under 
repair, designed to correspond strictly with the ancient plan, which is 
the solid, gloomy, but impressive Gothic. It was built by David ii., 
in the fulfilment of a vow made to St. Monan on the field of battle at 
Neville’s Cross. One would have judged the king to be thankful for 
small mercies, for certainly St. Monan proved but an ineffective patron. 

Mr. Hugh Cleghorn^ dined at Charlton, and I saw him for the 
first time, having heard of him all my life. He is an able man, has 
seen much, and speaks well. Age has clawed him in his clutch, and 
he has become deaf. There is also Captain Black of the navy, sec- 
ond lieutenant of the Mars at Trafalgar. Yilleneuve was brought 
on board that ship after the debate. He had no expectation that the 
British fleet would have fought till they had formed a regular line. 
Captain Black disowns the idea of the French and Spaniards being 
drawn up chequer form for resisting the British attack, and imputes 
tbe appearance of that array to sheer accident of weather. 

June 18. — We visited Wemyss Castle on our return to Kingborn. 
On the left, before descending to the coast, are considerable remains 
of a castle, called popularly the old castle, or Macduff’s Castle. That 
of the Thane was situated at Kennochquay, at no great distance. The 
front of Wemyss Castle, to the land, has been stripped entirely of its 
castellated appearance, and narrowly escaped a new front. To the 
sea it has a noble situation, overhanging the red rocks; hut even there 
the structure lias been much modernised and tamed. Interior is a 
good old house, with large oak staircases, family pictures, etc, AYe 
were received by Captain Y^emyss — a gallant sea-captain, who could 
talk against a north-wester, — ^by his wife Lady Emma, and her sister 
Lady Isabella — beautiful women of the house of Errol, and vindicat- 
ing its title to the handsome Hays. reached the Petty cur about 
half-past one, crossed to Edinburgh, and so ended our little excur- 

^ Hugh Cleghorn bad been Professor of Civil ment in various foreign missions. A glimpse 
H.story in Andrews for len years, after- of His work is obtainable in Southey's Life of 
%^ard£ becoming tutor to tbe Karl of Home, Bf. Andreio Bell Mr. Clegborn died in 1833, 
auu Eubse^ueniiy employed by our Govern- aged S3. 
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sion. Of casualties we had only one: Triton, the liouse-dug at Ci.aia- 
ton, threw down Tiioinson and he had his wrist sprained. A rc-:ivr 
horse threatened to <lemolish our landau, hut we gut oil for the friaht. 
Jia|ipilv L. C. B. was not in our carriage. 

iJiiied at AVilliam ^kldvenzie’s to meet the Marquis and Marcliiun- 
ess of Stafford, who are on their road to Bunrobin. Foimd them 
both very well. 

Jaue 19. — Lord Stafford desires to be a member of the Baniiatyiie 
Club — also Colin M‘Kenzie, Sent both names up accordingly. 

The day fiiniislies a beggarly record of trumpery. From eight 
o’clock tiilnine wrote letters, then Parliament House, where I had to 
wait on without anything to do till near two, when rain forced me into 
the Antiquarian museum. Lounged there till a meeting of the Oil 
Gas Committee at three o'clock. There remained till near five. Home 
and smoked a cheroot after dinner. Called on Thomson, who is still 
disabled by his sprain. Fereat infer lute. We must do better to- 
morrow. 

June 20 . — Kept my word, being Teind Wednesday. Twu young 
Frenchmen, friends of Gaiiois, rather interrupted me. I had asked 
them to breakfast, but they stayed till twelve o’clock, which is scarce 
fair, and plagued me with compliments. Their names are Remusat 
and Guyzard.^ Pleasant, good-humoured young men. Xotwiihstand- 
ing this interruption I finished near six pages, three being a good 
Session-day’s work. Allons, vogue la galere. Dined at the Solicitor's 
with Lord Hopetoun, and a Parliament House party. 

June 21. — Finished five leaves — ^that is, betwffxt morning and din- 
ner-time. The Court detained me till two o’clock. About nine leaves 
will make the volume quite large enough. 

By the way, the booksellers have taken courage to print up 2000 
more of the first edition [of Napoleon] ; which, after the second vol- 
ume, they curtailed from 8000 to 6000. This will be £‘1000 more in 
my way, at least, and that is a good help. We dine with the Skene.s 
to-day, Lockhart being with us.' 

1 Count Paul de Remusat has been good 
enough to give me another view of this visit 
which will be read with intere.?:: — ••11b Fau- 
bourg St. Houore. February 10, IbOO.— 

My fkher has ofien sjioken to me of this visit 
to' Sir Walter Sec-tt— for it was indeed my fa- 
ther. Charles de Rcmusui. member of the 
French .Veademy. and successively Minister uf 
the Interior and for Foreign Afl'airs, who went 
at the age of thirty to Abbotsford, and he re- 
tained to the last days of his life a most lively 
remembrance of the great novelist who did no't 
acknowledge the authorship of his novels, and 
to whom it Was thus impossible otherwise than 
indirectly to pay any compliment. It gives me 
great pleasure to learn that the visit of those 
young men impressed him favourably. My fa- 
ther's companion was his contemporary and 
fnend. .M. Louis de Guizard, who, like my fa- 
ther. was a contributor at that time to the Lib- 
erah press of the Restoration, the Globe and 


La Reviit Fraiif^aUe, and who. after the Hevo- 
lution of IbSO. entered, as did my father l;ke- 
wise. upon political i:fe. M. ce'Cuizard w.-is 
first prefft. then dtpuic. and after became 
Directeur - gfncral Wes ' Beaux Arts. He died 
about 1ST7 or ISTi. after his reiiretiieni from 
public life. 

= ••iroo'isfocA- placed upwards of fSOCG in the 
hands of Sir Walter's creditors. The Xapo'.eju 
(first and second, editions, produced ior them a 
sum which it even now startles me to mem ion 
— £18.000. As by the time the historic.d work 
was published nearly half of the First tr’ertes of 
Chronicles of the Canongate had been written, 
it is obvious that the amount to which Sccit's 
literary industry, from the close of id the 
lOih of June. IS-ilT. had diminished his debt, 
cannot be stated ai less than Had 

health been spared him. how soon must he 
have freed htinseif from all his encumbrances. " 

— J. G. L. 
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jiiYiQ 22. — WrougMin the morning as usual. Received to break- 
fast Dr. Bishop, a brother of Bishop the composer. He tells me his 
brother was very ill when he wrote “ The Chough and Crow,” and 
other music for Guy Mannering. Singular ! but I do think illness, if 
not too painful, unseals the mental eye, and renders the talents more 
acute, in the study of the fine arts at least. ^ 

I find the difference . on 2000 additional copies will be £3000 in- 
stead of £1000 in favour of the author. My good friend Publicum 
is impatient. Heaven grant his expectations be not disappointed. 
Coragio^ midiamos ! Such another year of labour and success wmuld 
do much tow'ards making me a free man of the forest. But I must 
to work since w^e have to dine with Lord and Lady Gray. By the 
way, I forgot an engagement to my old friend, Lord Justice-Clerk. 
Tills is shockingly ill-bred. But the invitation was a month old, and 
that is some defence. 

June 23. — I corrected proofs and played the grandfather in the 
morning. After Court saw Lady Wedderburn, who asked my advice 


* See Life, vol. vi. p. 89. In Mr. Ballantyne’s 
Memorandum, there is a fuller account of the 
mode in which The Bride of Lammermoor, The 
Legend of Montrose, and almost the whole of 
Irnnhoe were produced, and the mental phe- 
nomenon which accompanied the preparation 
of the first-named work 

“During the progress of composing The 
Heart of Midlothian, The Bride of Lammer- 
moor, and Legend of Montrose —& period of 
many months— -Mr. Scott’s health had become 
extremely indiirerent, and was often supposed 
to place him in great danger. But it would 
hardly be credited, were it not for the noto- 
riety of the fact, that although one of the 
symptoms of his illnes.s was pain of the most 
acute description, yet he never allowed it to 
interrupt his labours. The only difference it 
produced, that I am aware of, was its causing 
him to employ the hand of an amanuensis in- 
place of his own. Indeed, during the greater 
jian of the day at this period he was confined 
to his bed. The person employed for this pur- 
pose was the respectable and intelligent Mr. 
Win. Laidlaw, who acted for him in this ca- 
p:i*'i£y in the country, and I think also attend- 
ed him to town. I have often been present 
With Mr. Laidlaw during the short intervals of 
h.s labour, and it was deeply afiecting to hear 
tiic account he gave of his patron’s severe suf- 
ferings, and the indomitable spirit which ena- 
bled h,m to overmaster them. He told me 
that very often the dictation of Caleb Balder- 
Eton's and the old cooper's best jokes was min- 
gled with groans extorted from him by pains; 
but that when he, Mr. L., endeavoured to pre- 
vail upon him to take a little respite, the only 
answer he could obtain from Mr, Scott was a 
request that he would see that the doors were 
tarefully shut, so that the expressions of his 
agony might not reach his familv — ‘ As to stop- 
pu:g work, Laidlaw,’ he said, ‘you know that 
Is whoily out of the question.’ What followed 
upon these exertions, made in circumstances 
so very singular, appears to me to exhibit one 


of the most singular chapters in the hffetory of 
the human intellect. The book having been 
published before Mr. Scott was able to rise from 
bis bed, he assured me that, when it was put 
into his hands, he did not recollect one single 
incident, character, or conversation it contain- 
ed. He by no means desired me to under- 
stand, nor did I understand, that his illness 
had erased from his memory all or any of the 
original family facts with which he* had been 
acquainted from the period probably of his 
boyhood. These of course remained rooted 
where they had ever been, or, to speak more 
explicitly, where explicitness is so entirely im- 
portant, he remembered the existence of the 
father and mother, the son and daughter, the 
rival lovers, the compulsory marriage, and the 
attack made by his bride upon the unhappy 
bridegroom, with the general catastrophe of 
the whole. All these things he recollected, 
just as he did before he took to his bed, but 
the marvel is that he recollected literally noth- 
ing else — not a single character woven by the 
Romancer — - not one of the many scenes and 
points of exquisite humour, nor anything with 
which he \vas connected as writer of the work. 
‘For a long time I felt myself very uneasy,’ he 
said, ‘ in the course of my reading, always kept 
on the qui vive lest I should be startled by 
something altogether glaring and fantastic ; 
however, I recollected that the printing had 
been performed by James Baliantyne, who I 
was sure would not have permitted anything 
of this sort to pass. ’ ‘ Well, ’ I said, ‘ upon the 
whole, how’ did you like it?’ ‘Oh,’ he said, ‘ I 
felt it monstrous gross and grotesque, to be 
sure, but still the worst of it made me laugh, 
and I trusted therefore the good-natured pub- 
lic would not be less indulgent. ’ I do not think 
that I ever ventured to lead to this singular 
subject again. But you may depend upon it, 
that what I have said is as distinctly reported 
as if it had been taken down at the moment in 
shorthand. I should not otherwise have im- 
parted the phenomenon at all.”— if r, Ballan- 
tync's M^S. 
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about printing: some verses of Mrs. Hemans in honour of the late 
James Murray, who died in Greece. Also Lord Gray, who 
wishes me to write some preliminary matter to his ancestor, the Mas- 
ter of Gray's correspondence. I promised. But ancestor was a great 
rogue, and if I am to write about him at all, I must take my wull of 
him. Anne and I dined at home. She went to the play, and I had 
some mind to go too. But Miss Foote was the sole attraction, and 
Miss Fuute is only a very pretty woman, and if she played Rosalind 
better than I think she can, it is a bore to see Touchstone and Jacques 
iiiiirdered. I have a particular respect for As You Like It. It was 
the first play I ever saw, and that was at Bath in 17/6 or 1777. That 
is not yesterday, yet I remember the piece very well. So I remained 
at home, smoked a cigar, and w’orked leisurely upon the review of 
the Culloden Papers, which, by dint of vamping and turning, may 
make up the lacking copy for the “ Works ” better, I think, than that 
lumbering Essay on Border Antiquities. 

June 24. — 1 don't care who knows it, I was lazy this morning. 
But I cheated my laziness capitally, as you shall hear. My good 
friend, Sir Watt, said I to my esteemed friend, it is hard you should 
be obliged to work when you are so disinclined to it. Were I you, 
I would not be quite idle though. I would do something that you 
are not obliged to do, just as I have seen a cow’ardly dog willing to 
fight with any one save that which his master would have desired 
him to yoke with. So I went over the review of the Culloden Papers, 
and went a great way to convert it into the Essay on Clanship, etc.,, 
which I intend for the Prose Works. I wish I had thought of it 
before correcting that beastly border essay. Naboclish 1 

June 25. — Wrote five pages of the Chronicles^ and hope to con- 
quer one or two more ere night to fetch up the leeway. Went and 
saw Allan’s sketch of a picture for Abbotsford, which is promising ; 
a thing on the plan of Watteau. He intends to introduce some in- 
teresting characters, and some, I suspect, who have little business 
there. Yesterday I dined wfith the Lockharts at Portobello.^ To-day 
at home with Anne and Miss Erskine. They are gone to walk. I 
have a mind to go to trifle, so I do not promise to write more to-night, 
having begun the dedication (advertisement I mean) to the Chroni- 
cles. 1 have pleasant subjects of reflection. The fund in Gibson’s 
hands will approach £40,000, I think. 

Lord Melville wu'ites desiring to be a candidate for the Bannatyne 

I made a balance of my affairs, and stuck it into my book : it 
should answer very w^ell, but still 

^ Mr. Lockhart says: — “My wife and I spent day he came down and dined there, and stroll- 
the summer of 1S27 partly at a sea-bathing ed* about afterwards on the beach, thus inter- 
place near Edinburgh, and partly in Roxburgh- rupting. beneficially for his health, and I doubt 
shire. The arrival of his daughter and her chil- not tor the result of his labours also, the new 
dren at Portobello was a source of constant re- custom of regular night- work, or as he called 
fresnment to him during June, for every other it, serving double tides. ” 
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“I am not given to great misguiding^ 
But coin my pouches will na bide in, 
With me it”ne’er was under hiding, 

I dealt it free.” 


I must, however, and will, be independent. 

June 26.— Well, if ever I saw such another thing since my mother 
hound up my head 1' Here is nine of clock strucken and I am still 
fast asleep abed. I have not done the like of this many a day. How- 
ever, it cannot -be helped. ^Yent to Court, which detained me till two 
o'clock. A walk home consumed the hour to three 1 WYote in the 
Court, however, to the Duke of Wellington and Lord Bloomfield, and 
that is a good job over. 

I have a letter from a member of the Commission of the Psalmody 
of the Kirk, zealous and pressing. I shall answer him, I think.* One 
from Sir James Stuart,* on fire with Corfe Castle, with a drawing of 
King Edward, occupying one page, as he hurries down the steep, 
mortally wounded by the assassin. Singular power of speaking at 
once to the eye and the ear. Dined at home. After dinner sorted 
}>apers. Rather idle. 

June 27. — Corrected proofs and wrote till breakfast. Then the 
Court. Called on Skene and Charles K. Sharpe, and did not get home 
until three o'clock, and then so w’et as to require a total change. We 
dine at Hector Buchanan Macdonald’s, where there are sometimes 
many people and little conversation. Sent a little chest of books by 
the carrier to Abbotsford. 

A visit from a smart young man, Gustavus Schwab of Konigs- 
berg ; he gives a flattering picture of Prussia, which is preparing for 
freedom. The King must keep his word, though, or the people may 
chance to tire of waiting. Dined at H. B. Macdonald’s with rather a 
young party for Colin McKenzie and me. 

June 28. — Wrote a little and corrected proofs. How many things 
have I unfinished at present ? 

Chronicles, first volume not ended, 
do., second volume begun. 

Introduction to ditto. 

Tales of My Grandfather. 

Essay on Highlands. This unfinished, owing to certain causes, 


5 See Swift. -‘Mary the cook to Dr. Sheri- 
dan 

3 Thr answer is tirinied in the Sco/t Cenie- 
Jiavy Cafnk>yur by David Laing, from which 
the fiillou-iDg extracts are given 
■■The expression of the old metrical transla- 
i;np. thoiigh homely, is plain, forcible, and in- 
tf il.g’.blo. and very often pos-sesses a rude sort 
nf majesiy. which perhaps would be ill-ex- 
for mere eieganee. ” “They are the 
very w-'ir«!s and accfTiis of our early Reformers 
— s !y them m woe and gratitude, in the 
f.rvis, the rhiirrhes, and on the scaffold.'’ 
'■ The parLngw.th this very association of ideas 


is a serious loss to the cause of devotion, and 
scarce to be incurred without the certainty of 
corresponding advantages. But if these recol- 
lections are valuable to persons of education, 
they are almost indispen.sable to the edifica- 
tion of the lower ranks whose prejudices do 
not permit them to consider as the words of 
the inspired poetry, the versions of living or 
modern poets, but persist, however absurdly, in 
identifying the original with the ancient trans- 
lation.” J. Cr. L. 

3 Sir James Stuart, the last baronet of Allan- 
bank. 
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want of papers and books to fill up blanks, wbicli I will get at 
Abbotsford. Came home tliroiigli rain about two, and commissioned 
John Stevenson to call at three about binding some books. Dined 
with Sophia ; visited, on invitation, a fine old little Commodore 
TruFsiiioii, who, on reading a part of Napoleon’s history, wdth which 
he had himself been interested, as commanding a flotilla, thought 
lie had detected a mistake, but was luckily mistaken, to my great 
delight. 

“ I fear thee, ancient mariner.” 


To be cross-examined by those who have seen the true thing is the 
devil. And yet these eye-witnesses are not all right in what they re- 
peat neither, indeed cannot be so, since you will have dozens of com 
tradictions in their statements. 

June 29. — A distressing letter from Haydon ; imprudent, prob- 
ably, but who is not ? A man of rare genius. What a pity I gave 
that £10 to Craig I But I have plenty of ten pounds sure, and I may 
make it something, I will get £100 at furthest w’hen I come back 
from the country. W rote at proofs, but no copy ; I fear I shall wax 
fat and kick against Madam Duty, but I augur better things. 

Just as we were sitting down to dinner, Cadell burst in in high 
spirits with the sale of Kapoleon^^ the orders for which pour in, and 
the public report is favourable. Detected two gross blunders though, 
which I have ordered for cancel. Supped (for a wonder) with Colin 
Mackenzie and a bachelor party. Air. Williams" was there, w’hose 
extensive information, learning, and lively talent makes him always 
pleasant company. Up till twelve — a debauch for me nowadays. 

June 30 . — Redd up my things for moving*,^ which will clear my 
hands a little on the next final flitting. Corrected proof-sheets. 
Williams told me an English bull last night. A fellow of a college, 


1 ”The L^fe o f Bonaparte, then, was at last 
published about the middle of June. 1527. " — 
Life.^ ix. 117. 

Archdeacon Williams. Rector of the New 
Edinburgh Academy from lS-24 to 1S47. 

3 Among the letters which Sir Walter found 
time to write before leaving Edinburgh, was 
one to congratulate his old and true friend Mrs. 
Coutts on her marriage, which took place on 
the 16th of June. That letter has not been 
preserved, but it drew from her Grace the fol- 
lowing reply:— 

‘'.My de.\r Sir W.\ltep. Scott.— Your most 
welcome letter has ‘wandered mouy a weary 
mile after me.’ Thanks, many thanks for ail 
your kind congratulations. I am a Duchess at 
last, that is certain, but whether I am the bet- 
ter for it remains to be proved. The Duke is 
very amiable, gentle, and well-disposed, and I 
am .sure he has taken pains enough to accom- 
plish what he says has been the first wish of 
his heart for the last three years. All this is 
very flattering to an old lady, and we lived so 
long in friendship with each other that I was 


afraid I should be unhappy if I did not say I 
tcill — yet (Whisper it. dear Sir Walter? the name 
of Coutts— and a right good one it is— is, and 
ever will be, dear to my heart. What a strange, 
eventful life has mine been, from a poor little 
player ch:id. with just food and clothes to cover 
me’ dependent on a very precarious profession, 
without talent or a friend in the world! ‘to 
have seen what I have seen, seeing what I see.’ 
I.s it not wonderful? is it true? can I believe 
it — first the wife of the best, the most perfect, 
being that ever breathed, his love and unbound- 
ed confidence in me. his immense fortune so 
honourably acquired by his own industry, all 
at ray command. . . . and now the wife* of a 
Duke. You must write my life ; the History 
of Tom Thumb, Jack the Giant Killer, and 
Good.v Two Shoes, will sink compared with my 
true history written by the Author of Waver- 
ley ; and that you may do it well I have sent 
you an inkstand. Pray, give it a place on your 
table in kind remembrance of your affectionate 
friend, Harriett St. Albans. 

“ STHA.TTON STEE-ET, 

Juhj 16M, 1S27.” 
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deeply learned, sitting at a public entertainment beside a foreigner, 
tried every means to enter into conversation, but the stranger could 
speak no dead language, the Doctor no living one but his own. At 
last the scholar, in great extremity, was enlightened by a happy 
Sonne 2>ot€S login cum digitis ?^^ — said as if the difficulty was solved 
at once. 

Abbotsford . — Reached this about six o’clock.' 

I Nest morning the following pleasant little (6000 copies) is sold for £11,000. — Yours truly, 
billet was despatched to Kaeside “ Sunday. W. S. ” 

“My dear Mr. Laidlaw, I would be happy if —Abbotsford JSfotanda, by R. Carruthors, Edin. 
you would come at kail-time to-day. Napoleon 1871. 



JULY 


Ju(}j i, — A most delicious day, in the course of 

wliicli T have not done 

‘‘The least right thing.” 

Before breakfast I employed myself in airing my old bibliomaniacal 
hobby, entering all the books lately acquired into a temporary cata- 
logue, so as to have them shelved and marked. After breakfast I 
went out, the day being delightful — warm, yet cooled wdth a gentle 
breeze, all around delicious; the rich luxuriant green refreshing to 
the eye, soft to the tread, and perfume to the smell- Wandered 
about and looked at my plantations. Came home, and received a 
visit from Sir Adam. , Loitered in the library till dinner-time. If 
there is anything to be done at all to-day, it must be in the evening. 
But I fear there will be nothing. One can’t work always nowther. 


Neque semper arcum tendlt Apollo. 


There's Tvarrant for it. 

Juhj ^. — Wrote in the morning, correcting the Essay on the High- 
lands, which is now nearly completed. Settled accounts with Tom 
and Bogie. AVent over, to Huntly Burn at two o’clock, and recon- 
noitred the proposed plantation to be called Jane’s Wood. Dined 
with the Fergusons. 

July 3. — Worked in the morning upon the Introduction to the 
Chronicles ; it may be thought egotistical. Learned a bad accident 
had happened yesterday. A tinker (drunk I suppose) entered the 
stream opposite to Faldonside with an ass bearing his children. The 
ass was carried down by the force of the stream, and one of the little 
creatures was drowmed ; the other was brought out alive, poor inno- 
cent, clinging to the ass. It had floated as far down as Deadwater- 
heugh. Poor thing, it is as well dead as to live a tinker ! The Fer- 
gusons dine Vith us en masse ; also Dr. Brewster. 

July 4:,[£ldinburyk^. — AA^orked a little in the morning, and took 
a walk after breakfast, the day so delicious as makes it heart-breaking 
to leave the country. ^ Set ‘ out, however, about four o’clock, and 
reached Edinburgh a little after nine. Slept part of the way ; read 
Le I ere the rest.^ It is well written, in point of language and senti- 


' Written by R. Plnmer Ward, author of 
Trnnauje and other works. Mr. Ward's Polit- 
ical including a Diary to 1820, was pub- 
1 S 


lished in 1850, in two vols. 8vo, edited by Hon. 
E. Phipps. 
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meiit, but Las too little action in it to be termed a pleasing novel. 
Everything is brought out by dialogue — or worse : through the me- 
dium of the author’s reflections, which is the clumsiest of all expe- 
dients. 

July 5. — This morning worked, and sent off to J. B. the Introduc- 
tion to the Chronicles^ containing my Confessions,’ and did some- 
thing, but not fluently, to the Confessions themselves. Not happy, 
however; the black dog worries me. Bile, I suppose. But I will 
rally and combat the reiver.” Reiver it is, that wretched malady of 
the mind ; got quite well in the forenoon. Went out to Portobello 
after dinner, and chatted with little Johnnie, and told him the his- 
tory of the Field of Prestonpans. Few remain who care about these 
stories. 

July 6. — This morning wrought a good deal, but scarce a task. 
The Court lasted till half-past three ; exhausting work in this hot 
weather. I returned to dine alone, Anne going to Eoslin with a 
party. After noon a Miss Bell broke in upon me, who bothered me 
some time since about a book of hers, explaining and exposing the 
conduct of a Methodist Tartufle, who had broken off (by anonymous 
letters) a match betwixt her and an accepted admirer. Tried in vain 
to make her comprehend how little the Edinburgh people would care 
about her wrongs, since there was no knowledge of the parties to make 
the scandal acceptable. I believe she has suffered great wrong.* Let- 
ter from Longman and Co. to J. B. grumbling about bringing out the 
second edition, because they have, forsooth, 700 copies in hand out 
of 5000, five days after the first edition* is out. What would they 
have ? It is uncomfortable, though. 

July 7. — Night dreadfully warm, and bilious; I could not be fool 
enough surely to be anxious for these wise men of the East’s prog- 
nostication. Letters from Lockhart give a very cheerful prospect; 
if there had been any thundering upsetting broadside, he would have 
noticed it surely more or less. R. Cadell quite stout, and determined 
to go on with the second edition. Well, I hope all’s right — think- 
ing won’t help it. Charles came down this morning penniless, poor 
fellow, but we will soon remedy that. Lockhart remits £100 for 
reviewing ; I hope the next will be for Sophia, for cash affairs loom 
well in the offing, and if the trust funds go right, I was never so easy. 
I will take care how I get into debt again. I do not like this croak- 
ing of these old owls of Saint Paul’s when all is done. ‘The pitcher 
has gone often to the well. But — However, I worked away at the 
Chronicles. I will take pains with them. I will, by Jove ! 

^ July S. — I did little to-day but arrange papers, and put bills, re- 
ceipts, etc., into apple-pie order. I believe the fair prospect I have 
of clearing off some encumbrances, which are like thorns in my flesh, 
nay, in my very eye, contribute much to this. I did not even cor- 


’* Seep'.sf. p 313. 314 uutc. 
2 See ante, pp. 64, 05, 


3 Napoleon, 


JOURNAL 


2l5 


1827.] 


reel proof-sheets; nay, could not, for I have cancelled two sheets, 
imtanie Jacobo, and I myself being of his opinion ; for, as I said 
yesterday, we most and will take pains. The fiddle-faddle of ar- 
ranging all the things was tronblesome, but they give a good account 
of my affairs. The money for the necessary payments is ready, and 
therefore there is a sort of pleasure which does not arise out of any 
mean source, since it has for its object the prospect of doing justice 
and achieving independence. J. B. dined with me, poor fellow, and 
talked of his views as hopeful and prosperous. God send honest in- 
dustry a fair riddance. 

Juii/ 9. — Wrote in the morning. At eleven went by appoint- 
ment with Colin Mackenzie to the New' Edinburgh Academy. In 
the fifth class, Mr. Mitchell's, w'e heard Greek, of which I am no oth- 
erwise a judge than that it was fiuently read and explained. In the 
rector Mr: Williams's class we heard Virgil and Livy admirably trans- 
lated ad aperturani Ubri, and, what I thought remarkable, the rector 
giving the English, and the pupils returning, with singular dexterity, 
the Latin, not exactly as in the original, but often by synonymes, 
which show^ed that the exercise referred to the judgment, and did not 
depend on the memory. I could not help saying, with great truth, 
that, as we had all long known how* much the pupils were fortunate 
in a rector, so we were now taught that the rector was equally lucky 
in his pupils. Of my young friends, I saw a son of J ohn Swinton, a 
son of Johnstone of Alva, and a son of Craufurd Tait.^ Dined at 
John Murray’s; Mr. and Mrs. Philips, of Liverpool, General and 
Charles Stuart of Blantvre, Lord Abercromby, Clerk and Thomson. 
Pleasant evening. 

July 10. — Corrected proofs, but wrote nothing. To Court till 
two o'clock. I went to Cadell’s by the Mound, a long roundabout; 
transacted some business. I met Baron Hume coming home, and 
walked wdth him in the Gardens. His remarkable account of Ms 
celebrated uncle's last moments is in these words: — Dr. Black called 
on Mr. D. Hume* on the morning on which he died. The patient 
complained of having suffered a great deal during the night, and ex- 
pressed a fear that his struggle might be prolonged, to his great dis- 
tress, for days or weeks longer. ‘‘ No, sir," said Dr. Black, with the 
remarkable calmness and sincerity which characterized him, ‘‘ I have 
examined the symptoms, and observe several w^hich oblige me to con- 
clude that dissolution is rapidly approaching." ‘‘Are you certain 
of that, Doctor T' ‘‘ Most assuredly so," answered the pliysician. 
The dying philosopher extended his arm, and shook hands with his 
medical friend. thank you,” he said, “for the news." So little 
reason there wms for the reports of his having been troubled in mind 
when on his deathbed. 

Dined at Lord Abercromby's, to meet Lord Melville in private. 

J Arch:balii Carr.ribell Ta;t. afterwards Arch- " Uavii Eurje, ’tie bistor.aa, d.ei 25. 
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We liad an interview betwixt dinner and tea. I was sorry to see ray 
very old friend, this upright statesman and honourable gentleman, 
deprived of his power and his official income, which the number of 
his family must render a matter of importance. He was cheerful, 
not affectedly so, and bore his declension like a wise and brave man. 
I had nursed the idea that he had been hasty in his resignation ; but, 
from the letters which he showed me confidentially, which passed be- 
twixt him and Canning, it is clear his resignation was to be accom- 
plislied, not I suppose for personal considerations, but because it 
rendered the Admiralty vacant for the Duke of Clarence, as his resig- 
nation was eagerly snapped at. It cannot be doubted that if he had 
hesitated or hung back behind his friends, forcible means would have 
been used to compel to the measure, which with more dignity he 
took of his own accord — at least so it seemed to me. The first in- 
timation which Lord Melville received of his successor was through 
j who told him, as great news, that there was to be a new 
Duke of York.^ Lord M. understood the allusion so little, as to in- 
quire whether his informant meant that the Duke of Cambridge had 
taken the Duke of York’s situation, when it was explained to refer to 
the Duke of Clarence getting the Admiralty. There are some few 
words that speak volumes. Lord Melville said that none of them sus- 
pected Canning’s negotiations with the Whigs but the Duke of Wel- 
lington, who found it out through the ladies ten days before. I asked 
him how they came to be so unprepared, and could not help saying 
I thought they had acted without consideration, and that they might 
have shown a face even to Canning. He allowed the truth of what I 
said, and seemed to blame Peel’s want of courage. In his place, he 
said, he would have proposed to form a government disclaiming any 
personal views for himself as being Premier and the like, but upon 
the principle of supporting the measures of Lord Castlereagh and 
Lord Liverpool. I think this would have been acceptable to the 
King. Mr. Peel obviously feared his great antagonist Canning, and 
perhaps threw the game up too soon. Canning said the office of 
Premier was his inheritance ; he could not, from constitution, hold it 
above two years, and then it would descend to Peel. Such is ambi- 
tion I Old friends forsaken — old principles changed — every effort 
used to give the vessel of the State a new direction, and all to be 
Paliiiurus for two years I 

July 1 1, [A^6o?6ybrd]. — orked at proofs in the morning; com- 
posed nothing. Got off by one, and to this place between six and 
seven. AVeather delicious. 


^ To pleaf-e the king. Canning appointed the 
Puke of Clarence as fim Lord of the Admiralty, 
h’.’t Crevdle says it was a most judicious stroke 
4 1 ptd.ry. and nothing served so much to dis- 
e* tr. -ert h s opponent.s. Lord Melville had held 
p..' .!!o e from March •2.'). to April 13, 1827. 
iLe Lake resigned in the following year. — See 


Croker's Correspondence^ vol. i. pp, 264 (letter 
to Blomfield), 427, 429; also ante, p. 171. Lord 
Melville was President of the India Board in 
the Duke of Wellington’s administration in 1828, 
aud again First Lord from Sept, 17 of the same 
year until Nov. 22, 1830, 
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Juhj 1'2. — I^npaekiniC arraniring: tlie ureliiiis are stealingtlie 

elierries in tlie outer garden. But 1 t-an spare a tliousand iareli-trees 
to put it in order with a good fence for next year. It is not right to 
leave fruit exposed ; for if Adam in the days of innocence fell by an 
apple, liuw iiiiicli may the little Jamie Moifatt be tempted by 
apples of gold in an age of iron I Anne and I walked to Hmitly 
Biini — a delicious excursion. That place is really become beautiful; 
the Miss Fergusons have displayed a great deal of taste. 

Juii/ 13. — Two agreeable perstjns — Rev. Mr. Gillyd one of the 
prehendaries of I Durham, with his wife, a pretty little woman — dined 
with us, and met Mr. Serope. I heard the whole history of the dis- 
cuvery of St. Cuthherfs^ body at Durham Cathedral. Tlie Catholics 
will deny the identity, of course ; hut I think it is constate by the 
dress and other circumstances. Made a pleasant day of it, and with 
a good eonscieir.;*e, for I had done my task this morning. 

July 14. — Did task this moriiing, and believe that 1 shall get on 
now very well. AYrote about live leaves. I have been baking and 
fevering myself like a fool for these two years in a room exposed to 
the south ; comfortable iu winter, hut broiling in the hot w'eatlier. 
Xow I have removed myself into the large cool library, one of the 
most refreshing as ’well as handsomest rooms in Scotland, and will 
not use the study again till the heats are past. Here is an entry as 
solemn as if it respected the A'^icar of AA^akeheld's removal from the 
yellow room to the brown. But I think my labours will advance 
greatly in consequence of this arrangement. AA'alked in the evening 
to the lake. 

July 15. — Achieved six pages to-day, and finished volume i. of 
Chronicles. It is rather long; but I think the last story interesting, 
and it should not be split up into parts. J. B. will, I fear, think it 
low’ ; and if he thinks so, others will. A."et — vamos. Drove to Hunt- 
ly Burn in the evening, 

July IG. — Alade a good morning's work of the Tales. In the 
day-time corrected various proofs. J.B. thinks that in the proposed 
introduction I contemn too much the occupation by which I have 
thriven so well, and hints that I may easily lead other people to fol- 
low' my opinion in vilipending my talents, and the use I have made 
of them. I cannot tell. 1 do not like, on the one hand, to suppress 
my own opinion of the flocci-pauci-nihili-piUincation with which I re- 
gard these things ; but yet, in duty to others, I cannot afford to break 
my own bow, or befoul ray own nest, and there may be something 
like affectation and oiolo episcopari in seeming to underrate my own 
lahonrs ; so, all things considered, I will erase the passage. Truth 
should not be spoke at all times. In the evening we had a delightful 
drive to Ashestiel with Colonel and Miss Ferguson. 

i The Rev.W-lliani Siephen Gilly. D.D.. Vicar zearches among the VazLicis or Wa'de7i:;es. iS2T- 
of Xoriiani, author of Sarrative of an Exciir^ 31. 

eior, lu> i/ic Jiiyun'aim if Piemoni, 1S‘2S; Et- * See Ralae'.? Sf 4lu. Duriiam. 1S23. 
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July 17.— I wrote a laborious task; seven pages of Tales. Kept 
about the doors all day. Gave Bogie £10 to buy cattle to-morrow 
at St. Boswell’s Fain Here is a whimsical subject of affliction. Mr. 
Harper, a settler, who went from this country to Botany Bay, think- 
ing himself obliged to me for a recommendation to General McAllis- 
ter and Sir Thomas Brisbane, has thought proper to bring me home a 
couple of Emus. I wish his gratitude had either taken a different turn, 
or remained as quiescent as that of others whom I have obliged more 
materially. I at first accepted the creatures, conceiving them, in my 
ignorance, to be some sort of blue and green parrot, which, though I 
do not admire their noise, might scream and yell at their pleasure if 
hung up in the hall among the armour. But your emu, it seems, 
stands six feet high on his stocking soles, and is little better than a 
kind of cassowary or ostrich. Hang them ! they might [eat] up my 
collection of old arms for what I know. It reminds me of the story 
of the adjutant birds in Theodore Hook’s novel.' No; I’ll no 
Emuses ! 

July 18. — Entered this morning on the history of Sir William 
Wallace. I wish I may be able to find my way between what the 
child can comprehend and what shall not yet be absolutely unin- 
teresting to the grown readers. Uncommon facts I should think the 
best receipt. Learn that Mr. Owen Rees and John Gibson have ami- 
cably settled their differences about the last edition of Napoleon^ 
the Trustees allowing the publishers nine months’ credit. My nerves 
have for these t'wo or three last days been susceptible of an acute ex- 
citement from the slightest causes ; the beauty of the evening, the 
sighing of the summer breeze, brings the tears into my eyes not un- 
pleasingly. But I must take exercise, and caseharden myself. There 
is no use in encouraging these moods of the mind. It is not the 
law we live on. 

We had a little party with some luncheon at the lake, where Mr. 
Bainbridge fished without much success. Captain Hamilton and two 
Messrs. Stirling, relatives of my old friend Keir, were there, and walk- 
ed with me a long round home. I walked better than I had done for 
some days. Mr. Scrope dined with us ; he w^as complaining of gout, 
which is a bad companion for the stag-shooting. 

July 19. — I made out my task this forenoon, and a good deal 
more. Sent five or six pages to James Ballantyne, i.e. got them 
ready, and wrote till the afternoon, then I drove over to Huntly Burn, 
and walked through the glens till dinner-time. After dinner read and 
worked till bed-time, let I have written well, walked well, talked 
well, and have nothing to regret. 

July 20. Despatched my letters to J. B., with supply of copy, and 
made up more than my task — about four leaves, I think. Offered my 
Emuses to the Duke of Buccleuch. I had an appointment with Cap- 


^ See Danvers in First Series of Sayings and Doings. 



tain Hamilton and liis friends tlie Stirlings, that tliey were to go up 
Yuttow to-day. But the weather seems to say no. 

My visitors came, however, and we went up to Xetvark. Here is 
a little misfortune, for Spice left me, and we could not find her. As 
we had no servant with us on horseback, I was compelled to leave 
her to her fate, resolving to send in quest of her to-morrow morning. 
The keepers are my boho^^ as the host says in the Devil of Ed- 

monton/ and would as soon shoot a child as a dog of mine. But there 
are scamps and traps, and I am ashamed to say how reluetaiitly I left 
the poor little terrier to its fate. 

She came home to me, however, about an hour and a half after 
we were home, to my great delectation. Our visitors dined with us. 

Jul^ 21. — This morning wrote five pages of children's history. 
'Went to Minto, where we met, besides Lord M. and Ills delightful 
countess, Thomas Thomson, Kennedy of Dunure/"' Lord Carnarvon, and 
his younger son and daughter-in-law ; the dowager Lady Minto also, 
whom I always delight to see, she is so full of spirit and intelligence. 
We rubbed up some recollections of twenty years ago, when I was 
more intimate with the family till ^Miig and Tory separated us for 
a time. By the way, nobody talks Whig or Tory just now ; and the 
fighting men on each side go about muzzled and mute like dogs after 
a proclamation about canine madness. Am I sorry for this truce or 
not ? Half and half. It is all we have left to stir the blood, this lit- 
tle political brawling ; but better too little of it than too much. 

Jui^ 22, [Ahhotsfordl . — Rose a little later than usual, and wrote a 
letter to Mrs. Joanna Baillie. She is writing a trage%® on witch- 
craft. I shall be curious to see it. Will it be real witchcraft — the 
Ipsissimus diaholus — or an impostor, or the half -crazed being who be- 
lieves herself an ally of condemned spirits, and desires to be so ? 
That last is a sublime subject. We set out after breakfast, and 
reached this about two. I walked from two till four : chatted a long 
time with Charles after dinner, and thus went my day sine Ilnea. But 
we will make it up. James Ballantyne dislikes my “ Drovers." But 
it shall stand. I must have my own way sometimes. 

I received news of two deaths at once : Lady Die Scott, my very 
old friend, and Archibald Constable, the bookseller. 

July 23. — Yes! they are both for very different reasons subjects 
of reflection. Lady Diana Scott, widow of Walter Scott of Harden, 
was the last person whom I recollect so much older than myself, that 
she kept always at the same distance in point of years, so that she 
scarce seemed older to me (relatively) two years ago, when in her 
ninety-second year, than fifty years before. She was the daughter 


The Merry Devil of Edmonton, a play by 
‘‘T. B..” which has a!so been aiiributed to 
Anthony Brewer. 


for Ayr Burghs. lSlS-34. Biei at the age or 
ninety at Dalqnharran in 1S79. 

s This powerfu: drama, entitled Witchcraft : 
a Tragedy in Prese, was suggested, as the au- 
thor says in her preface. hyTeading a scene in 
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(alone remaining) of Pope’s Earl of Marclimont, and, like her father, 
had an acute mind and an eager temper. She was always kind to 
me, remarkably so indeed when I was a boy. 

Constable’s death might have been a most important thing to me 
if it had happened some years ago, and I should then have lamented 
it much. He has lived to do me some injury ; yet, excepting the 
last £5000, 1 think most unintentionally. He was a prince of book- 
sellers; his views sharp, powerful, and liberal ; too sanguine, however, 
and, like many bold and successful schemers, never knowing when to 
stand or stop, and not always calculating his means to his objects 
with mercantile accuracy. He was very vain, for which he had some 
reason, having raised himself to great commercial eminence, as he 
might also have attained great wealth with good management. He 
knew, I think, more of the business of a bookseller in planning and 
executing popular works than any man of his time. In books them- 
selves he had much bibliographical information, but none whatever 
that could be termed literary. He knew the rare volumes of his 
library not only by the eye, but by the touch, when blindfolded. 
Thomas Thomson saw him make this experiment, and, that it might 
be complete, placed in his hand an ordinary volume instead of one 
of these lihri rariores. He said he had over-estimated his memory ; 
he could not recollect that volume. Constable was a violent-tempered 
man with those that he dared use freedom with. He was easily over- 
awed by people of consequence, but, as usual, took it -out of those 
whom poverty made subservient to him. Yet he was generous, and 
far from bad-hearted. In person good-looking, but very corpulent 
latterly ; a large feeder, and deep drinker, till his health became 
weak. He died of water in the chest, which the natural strength of 
his constitution set long at defiance, I have no great reason to re- 
gret him; yet I do. If he deceived me, he also deceived himself.’ 


J Did Constable ruin Scott, as had -been gen- 
erally supposed? It is right to say that such 
a charge was not made during the lifetime of 
either. Immediately after Scott’s death Miss 
Edgeworth wrote to Sir James Gibson-Craig 
and asked him for authentic information as to 
Sir Walter's connection with Constable. Sir 
James in reply stated that to his personal 
knowledge Mr. Constable had. in his anxiety to 
save Scott, about 1814 [1813], commenced a sys- 
tem of accommodation bills which could not 
fail to produce, and actually did produce, the 
ruin of both parlies. To another corresi^ond- 
ent, some yeare later, he wTote still more ' ./ong- 
ly {Memoirs, vol. iii. p. 457). 

Scott appears to have been aw^r^mthe facts 
so far, ^ he says to Laidlaw, in a letter of De- 
cember 16, 1825, ‘‘The confusion of 1S14 is a 
joke to this . . . but it arises out of the nature 
of the same connection which gives, and has 
given, me a fortune;” and Mr. Lockhart says 
that the firm of J. B. & Co. ‘“had more than 
once owed its escape from utter ruin and dis- 
honour" through Constable's exertions.— iffe 
v.ji V p, 150. ’ 


On reading the third volume of^onstable’s 
Memoirs (3 vols. 8vo, 1873), one cannot fail to 
see that all the three parties — printer, publish- 
er, and author — were equal sharers in the im- 
prudences that led to the disaster in 1826. 
Whether Mr. Constable was right in recom- 
mending further advances to the Loudon house 
is doubtful; but if it was an error of judgment, 
it was one which appears to have been shared 
by Mr. Cadell and Mr. James Ballantyne. It 
must be admitted that the three firms were 
equally culpable in maintaining for so many 
years a system of fictitious credit. Constable, 
at least, from a letter to Scott, printed in vol. 
iii. p. 274, had become seriously alarmed as 
early as August 8, 1823. 

That Constable was correct in his estimate 
of the value of the literary property has been 
shown by the large sums realised from the sale 
of Scott’s works since 1829; and that his was 
the brain (“the pendulum of the clock” as 
Scott termed it) to plan is also shown by the 
fact that the so-called “ favourite ” edition, the 
magnum op 2 ts, appears to have been Constable’s 
idea {Memoirs, vol. iii. p. 255), although, accord- 
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Wrote five pages to-day, and went to see Mr. Scrope, who is fast 
witli the gout — a bad companion to attend him 

“to Athole Braes, 

To shoot the dun deer do'is’u, down — 

To shoot the dun deer down.” 


July 24. — Finished five pages before eleven o’clock, at which 
time Mr. Deputv Register* arrived from Minto, and we had an agree- 
able afternoon, talking about the old days we have had together. I 
was surprised to find that Thomson knew as little as I do myself how 
to advise Charles to a good course of Scottish History. Hailes and 
Pinkerton, Robertson and Laing — ^there is nothing else for it — and 
Pinkerton is poor work. Laing, besides his party spirit, has a turn 
for generalising, which renders him rather dull, which was not the 
nature of the acute Orcadian. 

July 25 . — Thomson left us this morning early. I finished four 
pages, and part of a fifth, then drove to Huntly Burn and returned 
through the Glen; I certainly turn heavy-footed, not in the female 
sense, however. I had one or tw’o falls among the slippy heather, 
not' having Tom Purdie to give me his arm. I suppose I shall need 
a go-cart one of these days ; and if it must be so — so let it be. Fiat 
voluntas tua. 

A letter from John Gibson in the evening brought me w'ord that 
Lord Newton had adjudged the profits of Woodstock and Napoleon 
to be my own. This is a great matter, and removes the most im- 
portant part of my dispute with Constable’s creditors. I waked in 
the middle of the night. Sure I am not such a feather-headed gull 
as not to be able to sleep for good new^s. I am thankful that it is as 
it is. Had it been otherwise, I could have stood it. The money 
realised will pay one-third of all that I owe in the world — and w^hat 
will pay the other two-thirds ? I am as well and as capable as when 
those misfortunes began — January was a year. The public favour 
may wane, indeed, but it has not failed as yet, and I must not be too 
anxious about that possibility. 

James B. has found fault with my tales for being too historical; 
formerly it was for being too infantine. He calls out for starch, and 
is afraid of his cravat being too stiff. O ye critics, will nothing melt 
ye : 

July 26. — Wrote till one o’clock, and finished the first volume of 
Tales — about six leaves. To-morrow I resume the Chronicles, tooth 
and nail. They must be good, if possible. After all, works of fic- 
tion, viz., cursed lies, are easier to write, and much more popular than 
the best truths. Walked over to the head of the Roman road, com- 


ing to the Anmml Register of 1849, Mr. Cadell i Thomas Thomson. Depute -Clerk Register 
claimed the merit of a scheme which he had for Scotland under Lord Frederick Campbell, 

“quieilj* and privately matured.’’ 
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iiig round by Baucbland and the Abbot’s Walk. Wrote letters in 
the evening. 

July 27 .— In the morning still busied with my correspondence. 
Ko great desire to take up the Chronicles, But it must be done. 
i)evil take the necessity, and the folly and knavery, that occasioned 
it! But this is no matter now. Accordingly I set tightly to 
work, and got on till two, when I took a walk. Was made very hap- 
py by the arrival of Sophia and her babies, all in good health and 
spirits. 

Jyi^ly 28. — ^Worked hard in the morning. The two Ballantynes, 
and Mr- Hogarth with them. Owen Rees came early in the day. 
Fergusons came to dinner. Rees in great kindness and good -hu- 
mour, but a little drumlie, I think, about Napoleon, We heard San- 
die’s violin after dinner — 

“ Whose touch harmonious can remove 

The pangs of guilty power and hopeless love.”^ 

I do not understand or care about fine music ; but there is some- 
thing in his violin which goes to the very heart. Sophia sung too, 
and we were once more merry in hall — the first time for this many a 
month and many a day. 

July 29. — Could not do more than undertake my proofs to-day, 
of which J. B. has brought out a considerable quantity. Walked at 
one with Hogarth and Rees — the day sultry, hot, and w^e hot accord- 
ingly, but crept about notwithstanding. I am sorry to see my old 
and feal friend James rather unable to walk — once so stout and ac- 
tive — so was I in my way once. Ah 1 that vile word, what a w^orld of 
loss it involves ! 

July 30. — One of the most peppering thunder-storms which I 
have heard for some time. Routed and roared from six in the morn- 
ing till eight continuously. 


“ The thunder ceased not, nor the fire reposed ; 

Well done, old Botherby.” 

Time wasted, though very agreeably, after breakfast. At noon, set 
out for Chiefswood in the carriage, and walked home, footing it over 
rough and smooth, with the vigour of early days. James Ballantyne 
marched on too, somewhat meltingly, hut without complaint. We 
again had beautiful music after dinner. The heart of age arose. I 
have often wmndered whether I have a taste for music or no. My ear 
appears to me as dull as my voice is incapable of musical expression, 
and yet I feel the utmost pleasure in any such music as I can com- 
prehend, learned pieces always excepted. I believe I may be about 


^ Johnson’s Epitaph on Claude Phillips. 
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the pitch of Terry’s ccnnoisseurship, and that “ I have a reasonable 
good ear for a jig, but your solos and sonatas give me the spleen.” 

Juil/ 31. — Employed the morning writing letters and correcting 
proofs ; this is the second day and scarce a line written, but circum- 
stances are so iiiuch my apology that even Duty does not murmur, at 
least not much. ^Ve had a drive up to Galashiels, and sent J. B. off 
to Edinburgh in the Mail. Music in the evening as before. 



AUGUST 


August 1.— My guests left me and I tliougM of turning to work 
again seriously. Finished five pages. Dined alone, excepting Huntly 
cfordon, who is come on a visit, poor lad. I hope he is well fixed un- 
der Mr.'pianta’s' patronage. Smoked a cigar after dinner. Laughed 
with my daughters, and read them the review of Hoffmann’s produc- 
tion out of Gillies’s new Foreign Review. 

The undertaking would do, I am convinced, in any other person’s 
hands than those of the improvident editor ; hut I hear he is living 
as thoughtlessly as ever in London, has hired a large house, and gives 
Burgundy to his guests. This will hardly suit £500 a year. 

August 2. — Got off my proofs. Went over to breakfast at Huntly 
Burn ; the great object was to see my cascade in the Glen suitably 
repaired. I have had it put to rights by puddling and damming. 
What says the frog in the Fairy Tale ? — 

“Stuff with moss, and clog with clay, 

And that will weize the water away.” 

Having seen the job pretty tightly done, walked deliciously home 
through the woods. But no work all this while. Then for up and at 
it. But in spite of good resolutions I trifled with my children after 
dinner, and read to them in the evening, and did just nothing at all. 

August 3. — AVrote five pages and upwards — scarce amends for 
past laziness. Huntly Gordon lent me a volume of his father’s man- 
uscript memoirs.’' They are not without interest, for Pryse Gordon, 
though a bit of a rowe, is a clever fellow in his way. One thing 
struck me, being the story of an Irish swindler, who called himself 
Henry King Edgeworth, an impudent gawsey fellow, who deserted 
from Gordon’s recruiting party, enlisted again, and became so great 
a favourite with the Colonel of the regiment which he joined, that he 
was made pay-sergeant. Here he deserted to purpose with £200 or 
£ 300 , escaped to France, got a commission in the Corps sent to in- 
vade Ireland, was taken, recognised, and hanged. A¥hat would Mr. 
Theobald Wolfe Tone have said to such an associate in his regener- 
ating expedition ? These are thy gods, 0 Israel 1 The other was the 
displeasure of the present Cameron of Lochiel, on finding that the 


^ Right Hon. Joseph Planta (son of Joseph Secretaries to the Treasury. He died in 1847. 
Flanta. Principal Librarian of the British Mu- 2 Personal Memoirs by P. L. Gordon, 2 vola 
semit from 1799 j was at this lime one of the Svo, Lond. 1830. 
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forty Camerons, with whom he joined the Dake of Gordon’s North- 
ern Feneible regiment, were to be dispersed- He had wellnigh muti- 
nied and marched back with them. This would be a good anecdote 
for Garth. ^ 

August 4. — Spent the morning at Selkirk, examining people about 
an assault. When I returned I found Charlotte Kerr here with a 
clever little boy, Charles Scott, grandson of Charles of the Woll, and 
son of William, and grand-nephew of John of Midgehope. He seems 
a smart bov, and, considering that he is an only son with expectations, 
not too much spoiled. General Yermoloff called with a letter from a 
Dr. Knox, whom I do not know. If it be Yicesimus, we met nearly 
twenty-five years ago and did not agree. But General Yermoloff’s 
name was luckily known to me. He is a man in the flower of life, 
about thirty, handsome, bold, and enthusiastic; a great admirer of 
poetry, and all that. He had been in the Moscow campaign, and 
those which followed, but must have been very young. He made not 
tbe least doubt that Moscow was burned by Eostopchin, and said that 
there was a general rumour before the French entered the town, and 
while the inhabitants were leaving it, that persons were left to destroy 
it. I asked him why the magazine of gunpowder had not been set 
lire to in the first instance. He answered that he believed the explo- 
sion of that magazine would have endangered the retreating Eussians. 
This seemed unsatisfactory. The march of the Eussians was too dis- 
tant from Moscow to be annoyed by the circumstance. I pressed him 
as well as I could about the slowness of Koutousoff’s operations ; and 
he frankly owned that the Eussians were so much rejoiced and sur- 
prised to see the French in retreat, that it was long ere they could 
credit the extent of the advantage which they had acquired. This 
has been but an idle day, so far as composition is concerned, but I 
was detained late at Selkirk. 

August 5, — Wrote near six pages. General Yermolofl left me 
with many expressions of enthusiastic regard, as foreigners use to do. 
He is a kinsman of Princess Galitzin, whom I saw at Paris. I walked 
with Tom after one o'clock. Dined en famille with Miss Todd, a 
pretty girl, and wrote after dinner. 

August 6. — This morning fliiislied proofs and w'as hang iqo with 
everything. When 1 was about to sit down to write, I have the 
agreeable tidings that Henderson, the fellow who committed the as- 
sault at Selkirk, and who made his escape from the officers on Satur- 
day, was retaken, and that it became necessary that I should go up 
to examine him. Eeturned at four, and found Mrs. George Swinton 
from Calcutta, to whose husband I have been much obliged, with Archie 
and cousin Peggie Swinton, arrived. So the evening was done up, 

August 7.— Cousins still continuing, we went to Melrose. I fln- 


J r.eneral David Stewart of Garth, author of 
Skf^tcht’s of the Highlahdeys. 2 vols. Svo, Edin. 
1^22. General Stewart died in St. Lucia in 1829. 


Sir Walter said of him tliat no man wa.s “more 
regretted, or perha{is by a wider circle of 
friends and acquaintance. ” 
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ished, however, in the first place, a pretty smart task, which is so far 
well, as we expect the Skenes to-morrow. Lockhart arrived from Lon- 
don.’ The news are that Canning is dangerously ill. This is the bowl 
being broken at the cistern with a vengeance. If he dies now, it will 
be pity it was not five months ago. The time has been enough to do 
much evil, but not to do any permanent good. 

August 8.-— -Huntly Gordon proposed to me that I should give him 
my correspondence, which we had begun to arrange last year, I re- 
solved not to lose the opportunity, and began to look out and arrange 
the letters from about 1810, throwing out letters of business and such 
as are private. They are of little consequence, generally speaking, 
yet will be one day curious. I propose to have them bound up, to 
save trouble. It is a sad task ; how many dead, absent, estranged, 
and altered ! I wTought till the Skenes came at four o’clock. I love 
them well ; yet I wish their visit had been made last week, when oth- 
er people were here. It kills time, or rather murders it, this com- 
pany-keeping. Yet what remains on earth that I like so well as a 
little society ? I wrote not a line to-day. 

August 9. — I finished the arrangement of the letters so as to put 
them into Mr. Gordon’s hands. It will be a great job done. But, in the 
meanwhile, it interrupts my work sadly, for I kept busy till one o’clock 
to-day with this idle man’s labour. Still, however, it might have been 
long enough ere I got a confidential person like Gordon to arrange these 
confidential papers. They are all in his hands now. Walked after one. 

August 10. — This is a morning of fidgety, nervous confusion. I 
sought successively my box of Bramah pens, my proof-sheets, and 
last, not least anxiously, my spectacles. I am convinced I lost a full 
hour in these various chases. I collected all my insubordinate mova- 
bles at once, but had scarce corrected the proof and written half-a- 
score of lines, than enter Dalgleish, declaring the Blucher hour is 
come. The weather, however, is rainy, and fitted for a day of pure 
w'ork, but I was able only to finish my task of three pages. 

The death of the Premier is announced. Late George Canning, 
the witty, the accomplished, the ambitious ; he who had toiled thirty 
years, and involved himself in the most harassing discussions to at- 
tain this dizzy height ; he who had held it for three months of in- 
trigue and obloquy — and now a heap of dust, and. that is all. He was 
an early and familiar friend of mine, through my intimacy with.George 
Ellis. Xo man possessed a gayer and more playful wit in society ; 
no one, since Pitt’s time, had more commanding sarcasm in debate ; 
in the House of Commons he w^as the terror of that species of orators 
called the Yelpers. His lash fetched away both skin and fiesh, and 
would have penetrated the hide of a rhinoceros. In his conduct as a 
statesman he had a great fault : he lent himself too willingly to in- 
trigiie. Thus he got into his quarrel with Lord Castlereagh,^ and lost 

\ of 21st September 1809. — See Croker’s Correspondence, vol. i. p. 20; 

and Life, voL iii. ch. s;ix. ^ 
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credit with the country for want of openness. Thus too, he got in- 
volved with the Queen’s party to such an extent that it fettered him 
upon that memorable quarrel, and obliged him to butter Sir Eobert 
Wilson with dear friend, and gallant general, and so forth. The last 
composition with the Whigs was a sacrifice of principle on both sides. 
I have some reason to think they counted on getting rid of him in 
two or three years. To me Canning was always personally most kind. 
I saw, with pain, a great change in his health when I met him at 
Colonel Bolton's at Stors in 1825. In London I thought him looking 
better. 

August II. — Wrote nearly five pages ; then walked. A visit from 
Henry Scott nothing know'n as yet about politics. A high Tory 
Administration would be a great evil at this time. There are repairs 
in the structure of our constitution which ought to be made at this 
season, and without which the people will not long be silent. A pure 
Whig Administration would probably play the devil by attempting a 
thorough repair. As to a compound, or melo-dramatic, Ministry, the 
parts out of which such a one could be organised just now are at a 
terrible discount in public estimation, nor will they be at par in a hur- 
ry again. The public were generally shocked at the complete lack of 
principle testified by public men on the late occasion, and by some 
who till then had some credit with the public. The Duke of W. has 
risen by his firmness on the one side, Earl Grey on the other. 

August 12. — Wrote my task and no more. 'Walked with Lock- 
hart from one o’clock to four. Took in our way the Glen, which looks 
beautiful. I walked with extreme pain and feebleness until we began 
to turn homewards, when the relaxation of the ankle sinews seemed 
to be removed, and I trode merrily home. This is strange ; that ex- 
ercise should restore the nerves from the chill or numbness which is 
allied to palsy, I am well aware, but how it should restore elasticity 
to sinews that are too much relaxed, I for one cannot comprehend. 
Colonel Eussell came to dinner with us, and to consult me about 
some family matters. He has the spirit of a gentleman ; that is cer- 
tain. 

August 13. — A letter from booksellers at Brussels informs me of 
the pleasant tidings that Xapohon is a total failure ; that they have 
lost much money on a version which they were at great expense in 
preparing, and modestly propose that I should write a novel to make 
them amends for loss on a speculation wLich I knew nothing about. 
‘‘ Have you nothing else to ask C as Sancho says to the farmer, who 
asks Mm to stock a farm for his son, portion off liis daughters, etc. 
etc. They state themselves to be young booksellers ; certes, they 
must hold me to be a venj young author ! Xapoleon, how^ever, has 
failed on the Continent — and perhaps in England also ; for, from the 
mumbling, half-grumbling tone of Longman and Co., dissatisfaction 


1 Afterwards Lord Polwarth. 
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may be apprehended. Well, I can set my face to it boldly. I live 
not in the public opinion, not I; but egad ! I live hy it,. and that is 
worse. cede tticlHsj ssd contTcCj etc. 

I corrected and transmitted sheets before breakfast ; afterwards 
went and cut wood with Tom, but returned about twelve in rather 
a melancholy humour. I fear this failure may be followed by oth- 
ers ; and then what chance of extricating my affairs. But they that 
look to freits, freits will follow them. Husmrds en ava.nt, — care 
killed a cat. I finished three pages — ^that is, a full task of the Chron- 
icles — after I returned. Mr. and Mrs. Philips of Manchester came 
to dinner. 

August 14. — Finished my task before breakfast. A bad rainy 
day, for which I should not have cared but for my guests. However, 
being good-humoured persons and gifted with taste, we got on very 
well,"by dint of showing prints, curiosities ; finally the house up stairs 
and down ; and at length by undertaking a pilgrimage to Melrose in 
the rain, which pilgrimage we accomplished, but never entered the 
Abbey Church, having just had wetting enough to induce us, when 
we arrived at the gate, to “ Turn again, Whittington.” 

August 15, — Wrote in the morning. After breakfast walked with 
Mr. Philips, who is about to build and plan himself, and therefore 
seemed to enter con amore into all I had been doing, asked questions, 
and seemed really interested to learn what I thought myself not ill- 
qualified to teach. The little feeling of superior information in such 
cases is extremely agreeable. On the contrary, it is a great scrape 

to find you have been boring some one w^ho did not care a d 

about the matter, so to speak ; and that you might have been as 
well employed in buttering a whin-stone. Mr. and Mrs. Philips left 
us about twelve — day bad. I wrote nearly five pages of Chronicles, 
August 16. — A wet, disagreeable, sulky day, but such things may 
be carried to account. I wrote upwards of seven pages, and placed 
myself rectus in curia with Madam Duty, who was beginning to lift 
up her throat against me. Nothing remarkable except that Huntly 
Gordon left us. 

August 17. — Wrote my task in the morning. After breakfast 
went out and cut wood with Tom and John Swanston, and hewed 
away with my own hand; remained on foot from eleven o’clock till 
past three, doing, in my opinion, a great deal of good in plantations 
above the house, where the firs had been permitted to predominate 
too much over the oak and hardwood. The day was rough and 
stormy — not the w’orst for working, and I could do it with a good 
conscience, all being well forward in the duty line. After tea I 
worked a little longer. On the whole finished four leaves and up- 
wards about a printed sheet — w'hich is enough for one day. 

August 18. — Finished about five leaves, and then out to the wood, 
where I chopped away among the trees, laying the foundation for 
future scenery. These woods will one day occupy a great number of 
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Four years iK-iice they will employ ton w-v-i-rru?. n*- 

every tlay of the year. Henry and WiIJiaiii 

i'amc to ili liner. 

19. — "Wrote till ahont one. then walked for an '<’T 
two fy liiyself entirely; tinibhed tive paitob htd^'^re dinni-r, w 

had C.'aptaiii and Mrs, Hamilton and yt^iiii'^' Ihividoti, w!i*"» i> their 
c^iiesi. Tlit'V remaiiieti with us all nrjLt. 

20. — ! eorreeted proofs and wrotv ^^n*- Iraf hid-^re l^reak- 
fast; ihtui \vriit up to Selkirk to try a ft-IlMW f -r an a'-ient. Tlie 
pe«y*le iht-re oet rather riotous, dliis is a tuthiLvi:* ilri-r h. 

Soiur ♦*£ liis attitudes were good during the IriaL Tin-' di--i]':i!i;d 
iiiy atteiiiioii f*,*r the day, although I was Lack l»y lialf*|iasl tw^e I 
did ii<»l \Vi..>rk any more, so aiii behimi in iiiy reekoiiiiig. 

Aufpfsi 21. — AVrote four jeages, then set euit !*♦ make a eall at 
Sunderland Hall and Yair, but the old soeiable br«4e *bjwii befe.re we 
had got past the thicket, so we trudged all back »ui fo*u. and I wrote 
another page. This makes up tl-e detitdeii'-yv ■*,*£ yv-terd-iv. 

Aiii'i^^si 22. — I wia^te four or live leaves, Icit be^in a 2 r<<’ind 

for want of Lidian localities, (.‘olonel Fera’usoii's ab-rm-e ;n nnlnoky, 
and lialf-aHlozeii Qiii IIFs besides, willim: to write ciiits,* eat tiliiii, 
and vent all their Pagan jargon when one does n>*t want Im hear it ; 
and now that I want a touch of tlieir Siaimn lo ! there is not one near 
me. Mr. Adolphus, son of the eeleljrated counsel, and aiiilior c<f a 
work on the Warerley Sorels^* came to make me a visit. He is a 
modest as w'ell as an able man, and I am obliged to him for the deli- 
cacy with which he treated a matter in which I was personally so 
much c«.»nceriied. IMr. and Mrs. Hamilton asked us to breakfast to- 
iiiorrown 

An[H(si 23. — "Went to breakfast at Cliiefswood, wliieh, with a cir- 
cuitous walk, have consumed the dav. Fecund, in the lirst place, niy 
friend Allan, the painter, busy about a picture, into wLie!; l.e it.n-nds 
introducing living characters — a kind of revel m: Sec- 

ond, a whimsical party, consisting mi John Stevenson, t'n-v '‘.'-ksehcr, 
Peter Buchan from Peterhead, a quiz of a poetical creature, and a 
bookbinder, a friend of theirs. The plan was » e^'c:sult me ab-u: 
publishing a great quantity of ballads which this Mr. Buehan has eol- 
leeted. I glanced them over. He has been very successful, they 
are obviously ireiiuine, and many of them very curious. Chhers are 
various editions of well-known ballads. I could not make the man 
comprehend that these last were of little value, being generally worse 
readings of what was already published. A siiiaH eiiitiori pubhshe*:! 
by subscription may possibly succeed. It is a great pity that few 
these ballads are historical, almost all being «:■£ the nunan:;/ cast. 
They certainly ought to be preserved, after striking uio:- >>r two 


: ?cr^:a,i: =:a short cote. 

' I-’W-s t. Ri-:h..ird Heler. Esq., containir.j 
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which have been sophisticated, I suppose by Mr. Buchan himself, which 
are easily distinojuishable from the genuine ballads.' No one but Burns 
ever succeeded in patching up old Scottish songs with any good effect. 

August 24. Corrected proofs and wrote letters in the morning. 

a review upon Monteath’s Planter for Lockhart."* Other mat- 
ters at a stand. A drive down to Mertoun, and engaged to dine there 
on Simdav first. This consumed the day. 

Auf/nit 25.— Mr. Adolphus left us this morning after a very agree- 
able%'isit. We all dined at Dr. Brewster’s. Met Sir John Wright, 
Miss Haig, etc. Slandered our neighbours, and were good company. 
Major John Scott there. I did a little more at the review to-day. 
But I cannot go on with the tale without I could speak a little Hin- 
dostance— a small seasoning of curry-powder. Ferguson will do it if 
I can screw’ it out of him. 

xiugust 26. — Encore review. Walked from twelve till three, then 
drove to Mertoun with Lockhart and Allan. Dined eii famille^ and 
home by half-past ten. We thought of adding a third volume to the 
Chronicles, but Gibson is afraid it would give grounds for a pretext 
to seize this work on the part of Constable’s creditors, who seem de- 
termiued to take any advantage of me, but they can only show their 
teeth I trust ; though I wish the arbitration was ended. 

August 27. — Sent off proofs in morning, revised in afternoon. 
Walked from one till four. What a life of uniformity ! Yet I never 
wish to change it. I even regret I must go to town to meet Lady 
Compton^ next week. 

A singular letter from a lady, requesting I would father a novel 
of hers. That w’on’t pass.^ 

Cadell wTites me, transmitting a notice from the French papers 
that Gourgaud® has gone, or is going, to London to verify the facts 
alleged in my history of Napoleon, and the bibliopolist is in a great 
funk. 1 lack some part of his instinct. I have done Gourgaud no 


1 They were published under the title An- 
cient Ballads and Son/js, 2 vols. 8vo, 1828. 

2 Thf FureMi'r\s Guide and Profitable Plant- 
er, reviewed in the Quarterly, Oct. 1827. See 
ahso ■* On Planting Waste Lands,’’ in ilftsc. 
Prns^ TViorAv?, vol. xxi. pp. 1-76. 

2 Oanghter of Mrs. Maclean Glephanc, and 
afterwards Marchioness of Northampton. 

^ Scott's indorsation of this letter is char- 
arteri.-tic — Prodigious, bold request, Tom 
Tiruinb.” 

® Among the documents laid before Scott in 
the Colonial office, when he was in London at 
the close of l'^26, ••were some which repre- 
Fonted one of Bonaparte's attendants at St. 
Helena. General Gourgaud, as having been 
guilty of gross unfairness, giving the English 
Government private information that the Em- 
I'CTur’s complaints of ill-usage were utterly 
unf'v.in.led. and yet then and afterwards aid'- 
ir.g and assi.=ting the delusion in France as to 
the !rar>!ine.-s of Sir Hudson Lowe’s conduct 
toward.-: his captive. Sir Walter, when using 


these remarkable documents, guessed that 
Gourgaud might be inclined to fix a personal 
quarrel on himself; and there now appeared 
in the newspapers a succession of hints that 
the General was seriously bent on this pur- 
pose. He applied as Colonel Grogg would have 
done forty years before to The Baronet ’ ’ [ W. 
Clerk].— iT/e, vol. ix. pp. 142-3. 

A short time previously Gourgaud had had a 
quarrel with Count Segur regarding the latter's 
History of the Russian Campaign,, to which he 
wrote a reply in 1825, and then fought a duel 
with the author in support of his allegations. 
In Scott’s case, however, it came to nothing 
beyond a paper war, which Sir Walter declined 
to prolong, leaving the question to be decided 
by the general public. It is due to Gourgaud 
to state that on two occasions he saved Napo- 
leon’s life, though his subsequent information 
to the British Government did not tend to in- 
crease his popularity with the Bonapartists. 
He died at Paris in his sixty-ninth vear on 
July 2oth, 1852. 
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wrong: ererj wor-1 iniputt:-.! t*j Lim in the ^ i : ■ 

me as historir’a] d--.nj! 2 mei]is, and I >h-ju, i have been a ^hn!n•.!n : w- 
arc! if I lia^i shnnne-i u^ing them. At my years i: ia* 

for an atlair h-iiour, and as a rc-a- .-naoiv nnin I w.-ni 1 a\ i > ; 
an arioitraiiitoii, hut ivhl iiut pIea-1 priOIejc ■ f ilit-miinre. T:.t r \l- 
try shall lojt } h : .iiograce>i in my pt-rso!.. ai.i Laving stat^.d ^Uoy I 
think i 'ove iiiiii no satisf-ietiom I vOh at tlae smio: timf ^han^^' 
ly give it to liiim 

“ il sera rcC'-. 

Bhe,:. 

A ja fd^on lie Barlara, 

31 an diu." 

I have wntteii to Will Clerk to stand niy friend if necessary. He has 
mettle in him, and thinks of my honour as well as my sahly. 

Aiiiiust 25. — I am still botberirnr ’«'ith the review, Init gave Lock- 
hart lifteen leaves, which is >-:m:i:hir:^. Learned with re,:rr! that 
Williams loaves his situation of Rv=; 0'T ».<f ilo- New Acaietny. It is 
a shot in the wing of the institutiem : mn he is a hiavvn-lo.rn t^iachor. 
Walked at two till b'mr alonj the thicket, and ’y the rivor-si-ie, whore 
I go seldom: I can't say why, unless that the walk is h.;ss private 
than those more distant. Lockhart, Allan, and I, talk of an excursion 
to Kelso to-morrown I have no friends ihtrre now. Yet once how' 
many I 

Aii^^usi 29. — W’ent on our little expedition, breakfasting at Mer- 
tonn. Called at Fleurs, where we found Sir Jrdin S. and bis whole 
family. The great lady received us well, thoii^rh we had been very 
remiss in our duty. From that xve went to Kedso, where I saw not a 
soul to acknowledge former aequaiiitanee. How should L when my 
residence there was before 17S3, 1 fancy r The little cottan’c in which 
I lived with poor Aunt Jenny is still standing, but tl.e zToy: garden is 
divided betwixt three proprietors. Its huge tdstanus tre^- withered, 
I was told, in the same season which was ratal t* so many spe- 

cies. It was cut down. The yew-hedues, la:yr::.:hs, whIorne=ses, 
and other marks that it had once beeu the a‘‘o2e ' f c no :: the 31:1- 
iers connected with the author of the 6^7rde.;cr‘s Dorhoaary ; they were 
a Quaker familv'n are all obliterated, and the nlace is as common and 
vulgar as may be. The lady the ceotane belongs to was very civil, 
Allan, as a man of taste, was much deli7;:::ed wdth what he saw. 
When we returned, we found our party at home increased ty Lady 
Anna 3Iaria Eilior, who had been showing Melrose to two friends, 
3Iiss Drinkwaters. Lady 3L*s wi: and LTOoddiuinour made the even- 
ing go pleasantly o5. There were also two friends of Lharles's, by 
name Paley t'a nephew of the archdeacomt and Asliwc-rth. They seem 
nice young men, with modesty and u"*jod-breed:ng. I am ula::. as my 
mother used to sav, that his friends are se> rce^entablc. blore cvAr, 


• rcl. 
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tiiure uaiiiu my trusty, and weli-belovcd friend, John Rich- 

ardson, we' were a' fuH part'y. Lady Anna Maria returned in the 
i.’veiiiiiix. Fraiicis Scott aho dined with us. 

no.-— -I >isposed of iny party as I best might, and worked 
a! iijv Ve\ iew. Walked out at one, and remained till near five. Mr. 
Scut! Mf Harden and David Thomson, W.S., dined with us. AValked 
with .Mr. Allan thre»ugh Haxel Uleiigli. 

:U.^ — Went on with my review*; hut I have got Sir Henry’s 
cniixiiKiI luiinphlet,^ wliieh is very cleverly written. 1 find I cannot 
iMiirh ijti liis modt* of transplantation at all in this article. It involves 
many «|nesti**ns, and some of importance, so I will make another ar- 
ti«‘le' f*»r January. Walked up tiie Rliyiners Glen with John Rich- 


J Thf by Sir Henr}' Sotun 

>le:urt 

^ III tiir Xorfh fSriti\<h Reruir. No. tiiere 
5? am skeb-h of tht.' learn- 

rs! r*.>cr.i^'o lawyt'r. Ho tiit-d in ius K.'th year, 
■in lHr4, lit hiS country »out. Kirklands in Rox- 
Inirglidiiiv, which ho had puridiased by Sir 
WailorV aiivice. 

The? fidlowing amu?;nit narrativo of what 
l»i(»k plirt? on Twf'pdsside when t!it*ie two old 
frii'iiiis were in their I'trime is f;iveu in Mr. 
Ihi'liardsnirs, mvn word';:— 

■‘On a m«trn:n?in Sep! ember, ISIO, 

I -larit’d w !h S-T Waller teun A>b;e.=t;e3. We 
b'-a.iTi Learjy under 13. e Kains of Elilank. and 
.'.aid iiie -Hanaina: Tr»'o.* I i.udy had a 
r-i. ral S.r Waller walked Jw ray .'ide. novv 
■I,'. ■!.r:a h’uak Walr:'*:;. .a.'. • F..'3i me tins .'i ream 

: ' :-n ra .-rKritv. liio oapfrire 

re:' line ir.tul. I h-''<'ke-! .'■•em.-thiraz 
. ' i .L'tt. which powxrr.i'.ly run out 


my hne. Sir Walter got into a state of great 
excitement, exclaiming, 'lUs a fish: lUs a 
fish ! Hold up your rod ' Give him line ! ’ and 
Fo on. The rod, which belonged to one of his 
boy.s, broke, and put ns both into great alarm ; 
bill I contrived, by ascending the steep bank 
and holding down the rod, still to give play to 
the reel, till, after a good quarter of an hour’s 
struggle, a trout, for so it turned out to be, was 
conducted round a little peninsula. Sir Walter 
jumped into the water, seized him, and threw 
him out on the grass. Tom Purdie came up a 
little time after, and was certainly rather dis- 
compose<l at my success. ‘ It will* be some sea 
brute.' he observed; but ho became satisfied 
that it was a fine river-trout, and such as he, 
as he afterwards admitted, had not been killed 
in Tweed for twenty years; and when I moved 
<lown the water, he went, as Sir Walter after- 
wa.-ds ol'iserved. ami gave it a kick on the 
ln?.ad. exclaiming, -To be ta'en by the like o' 
111 in frae Luunon I ' 



SEPTEMBER 


Septembtr 1. — Culoiivl :i!i4 B}'rr< J : 

tlie latter from India, the iifphfw uf thr Mid r hui 1 L id 

Hot an opportiiiiity to speak to him about the MiSlern inf* -riiio !;'. /l iv- 
qiiired for the Ckrohkit.s. Besides, iny r»'vivw is Lo! 

1 wroiiglit hard to-day. Sir William aiid hi^ Lrulher, i"ap' 

tain Hamilton, calk'd ; al^o yoiiiJi^ HavidMlT. Iain "xUiieiUia! -sjrry 
for iiiy yoiiiiix friend. Ilis friend^ ]#erinit him to rcn.ai!. hi 

Britain to be happy in B::<-;a. Vet llii- [”> a] e !L>>-e 

who suppose that vUien tl^e in-tituti* * l- and hah':!- ■ y vd/;-'!* thr}' are 
j^overiied cuine tu l^e known to -tranaer-, they n.:>: ' e,.' r'\,au- 

sively attached to them. Thi^ is T::v‘ ii .'tteL: : r-. turns 

from civilisation to the wild maninas t,*f Lis kraal, and wi]crcn're 
should nut a Bussian resume Lis despotic idea^ wi.eu returned to his 
country ■ 

September '2. — This was a very warm day. I remained at h«>ine, 
cliiefiy engaged in arranging pa|>ers, as I go away te>-ii]ori\av. It is 
lucky these starts liap[ieii from time to time as I slnjuld otherwise 
never get my table clear. At five o'clock the air became C'OiCer, and 
I sat out of doors and played with the children. Aniie. whi» had Ijeen 
at Mertoiiii the day before, brought up Anne and Elizabeth S.'*o!t‘ 
with her, and Francis has been with us since yesterday. Richardson 
left us. 

Sepiemher 3. — Went on with niy arranging cd rcu.er' till twelve, 
when I took ehaise and arrived at Melvi.le Ca-t.c. ]•■ unu L r.I ■i':*-.! 
Lady M. and the two young Iad:e>. I^r. IF.-pe. my > *1. ....av 
James Hope“ and his son, made up our party, w.d a. vu" very p.ea*-- 
aiit. After they went away wc Lad some private coUVrrsat:>:u. aioct 
politics. The \\ higs and l^-ries ot tUe Caoinet are strange.y vuvided, 
the former desiring to Lave Mr. Herries Cuance..-r of ilie Ex>die*|- 
uer, the latter to have Lord Palmers:-:., that Calcraft may be decro- 
tary of War. The Kh:;:: has declared drmly for Herries, ot; w].:=di 
Lord Goderich with hars entreated Herries lo remvo’e the 1 u.a 
contention by declining to accept. The King caked I'm a o.uvier- 
ing fooi. That the King does nut like ur trust tl.e bb .ug- m < -v: us 
from liis passing over Lord Lansdowiie, a man wh j, 1 o..m -uy- 

CLur’tfi Wy '.cii-iiii- 
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pt isr, is iiifniiti'lv ln;t!er fitted for a Premier than Goderich. But he 
prid^ahly looks no greater [favour] on the return of the High 
Torir^. * I ft-ar lie may wish to govern by the system of bascule, or 
italaiiidiiir the two parties, a perilous game.' The Advocate^ also 

dined '^uih us. 

Stj^tinkr 4 , [Ftliiibar^h ]. — Came into town after breakfast, and 
saw Giieson, whose account of affairs is comfortable. Also Will- 
lain Clerk, whom I found quite ready and willing to stand my friend 
if Gourgaud siiuuld come my road. He agrees with me that there 
is oo reason why he should turn on me, but that if he does, rea- 
son or none, it is best to stand buff to him. It is clear to me that 
what is forgiveii iii a man of any mark or likelihood is want of 
that arllcle fdackguardly called j)/ucL All the line qualities of genius 
can no! make amends for it. We are told the genius of poets espe- 
cially is irrecoiiciiable with this species of grenadier accomplishment.* 
If so, guei chk'H de gink/ Saw^ Lady Compton. I dine wdth her to- 
day, and go to Glasgow with her to-morrow. 

September 5. — Dined with Lady Compton yesterday, and talked 
over old stories until nine, our tete-a-tete being a very agreeable one. 
Then hence to my good friend John Gibson’s, and talked with him 
of sundries. I had an odd dream last night. It seemed to me that 
I was at a panorama, when a vulgar little man behind me was making 
some very clever but impudent remarks on the picture, and at the 
same time seemed desirous of information, which no one would give 
him. I turned round and saw a young fellow’ dressed like a common 
carter, with a blue coat and red waistcoat, and a whip tied across him. 
He was young, with a hatchet-face, which was turned to a brick col- 
our by exposure to the weather, sharp eyes, and in manner and voice 
not unlike John Leyden. I was so much struck with his countenance 
and talents that I asked him about his situation, and expressed a wish 
to mend it. He followed me, from the hopes which I excited, and 
we had a dreadful walk among ruins, and afterwards I found mvself 
on horseback, and in front of a roaring torrent. I plunged in "as I 
have formerly done in good sad earnest, and got to the^'other side. 
Then I got home among ray children and grandchildren, and there 
also was my genius. Now this would defy Daniel and the soothsay- 
ers 10 boot ; nor do I know why I should now put it down, except 
that I have seldom seen a portrait in life w’hicli was more strongly 
marked on my memory than that man’s. Perhaps my genius was 
Mr. Dickinson, papermaker, who has undertaken that" the London 
creditors who hold Constable's bills will be satisfied with 10s. in the 
pound. This would be turning a genius to purpose, for 6s. 8d. is 
provided, and they can have no difficulty about 3s. 4d. These debts, 
for which I am legally responsible, though no party to their contrae- 

2 Grexilk vol. i. pp. ilO-113. s See letter to Duke of Buecleucb on James 

.d Advocate from Hosg at p. 3uj. 
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iiuii^ amount lo £30,000 odds. N* if they cm be elearod f>:.r £1 
it is just so liiiicli gained. This would be a giant slop frrvU-iii. 
I see in my present coiiibjrtable i|iiarters‘ some of my vwn tbi fur- 
niture in Castle St., which give> me raiher t|uei‘r feolinus. I rou.oiii- 
her poor Charlotte and I having so loueh thoii-Lfh! al»out buying tliest* 
tilings. Well, they are in kind and friendly haiid^. 

Sejjitmbtr 0. — Went with luidy C’omploii hj fdas^ow, and had as 
pleasant a journey as the kindness, wit, and aee^uii|ui>!iiiiei]t of my 
eoinpanion could make it. Lady C. gives aii adiiiinille of 

Rome, and the various strange character" she ha>iiiel in forriirn 
i was inueii taken with some stories out *.»f a T^nuaium eabrd 
i<rrii trmiee a Saraf/rme, by a certain Cuiint jMhn lVh.o% -ky [i VUoeki : j, 
a Pole. It seems betwixt the style of Cazotti, Cb/unt llaiiiihtUi aiol 
Le Sage. The Count was a toiler after siipernatu.nil ."eerel.". an adept, 
and understood tlie cabbala. He put hiumvlt tu death, witli many 
«H.ld eirciinisiaiiCes, inferritig derangnuei.t. I am. t*.« uet a e*f 

tile book if it l>e possible. At Cla<g'jw (Luck's liea’l i w t- Lirt Mr-. 
Maclean Clephaiie and her twu daughters, and tliere Wa" mu.h j'*}. 
After the dinner the ladies sunun par:ici;!arly Anna .bine, vv’nu i.as 
more taste and talent uf every kind than half the pcL’p-'-' 
great reputations on their backs. 

A very pleasant day was paid for by a restless id/i.t. 

Sej/tember T. — This day luid calls from L’Ord l^rovc^st am.l Mr, 
Rutherford (AVilliam) with invitations, which I declined. Read in 
manuscript a very clever play (comedy) by Miss A. J. Clep"^ ii t in 
the old style, whicli wms very happily imitated. The ph-jt w i" « < i 
fused — too much taking and retaking of prisoners, but the d i ^ t 
was excellent. 

Took leave of these dear friends, never perhaj.cs to ip.ee: all 
getlier again, for two of us are old. M’eiit d^'wn by :o CMl,u.e! 

CampbelFs, Blythswood House, where 1 was c=; uirir’jusly re- 

ceived by him and his sisters. We are kinsbCt ani very ^bl a 
quaintance. His seat here is a tine one t tne n^imc m granu 

and comfortable. 

We walked to Lawrence Lockhart's of Inch::. nun, within a mile 
ot Blvitiswood. House. It ns extren.e.y nice anu c*an.tc-Ttan.e. tar Or- 
yond the style of a Scotch eiergyman : but Lawrence is weaiihy. I 
fuund Juhn Lockhart and Suphia timre, returned from Largs. We 
all dined at Colonel Campmen s on lurt.e, and iiianner ot nm.u;! 
things. Miss A. and H. Walker were there. The sleep a: nigiu 
made amends for the Buck's Head. 

Sty)ter/iber 8. — Colonel Campbell carried me to rTeakfas: i:: Ciu— 
gown and at ten I took chaise for Corehouse, wiierc I fcm.h !;-.y 
friend George Cransioun rejoiced to see iiio. and w”he:. I : ih^ 
him what Lord Newton had determined ii; my afuirs. i rrh.u.d oo- 

5 Xo. l>j Walker Sirr-i. 
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serve I saw the banks of the Clyde above Hamilton much denuded 
of its copse, untimely cut\ and the stools ill cut, and worse kept. 
Cranstoun and I walked before dinner. I never saw the great fall of 
Corebouse from this side before, and I think it the best point, per- 
haps ; at all events, it is not that from which it is usually seen ; so 
Lord Corehouse has the sight and escapes the tourists. Dined with 
him, his sister Mrs. Cunningham, and Corehouse. 

I omitted to mention in yesterday’s note that within Ely ths wood 
plantation, near to the Bridge of Inchinnan, the unfortunate Earl of 
Argyle was taken in 1685, at a stone called Argyle’s Stone. Blyths- 
wood says the Highland drovers break down his fences in order to 
pay a visit to the place. The Earl had passed the Cart river, and 
was taken on the Renfrew side. 

Septe7nheT 9. — This is a superb place of Corehouse’s. Cranstoun 
has as much feeling about improvement as other things. Like all 
new improvers, he is at more expense than is necessary, plants too 
thick, and trenches where trenching is superfluous. But this is the 
eagerness of a young artist. Besides the grand lion, the Fall of 
Clyde, he has more than one lion’s whelp ; a fall of a brook in a 
cleugh called Mill’s Gill must be superb in rainy weather. The old 
Castle of Corehouse is much more castle - like on this than from the 
other side. 

Left Corehouse at eight in the morning, and reached Lanark by 
half-past nine. I was thus long in travelling three miles because the 
postilion chose to suppose I was bound for Biggar, and was two 
miles ere I discovered what he was doing. I thought he aimed at 
crossing the Clyde by some new bridge above Bonnington. Break- 
fasted at Lanark with the Lockharts, and reached Abbotsford this 
evening by nine o’clock. 

Thus ends a pleasant expedition among the people I like most. 
Drawback only one. It has cost me £15, including two gowns for 
Sophia and Anne ; and I have lost six days’ labour. Both may be 
soon made up. 

— We lunched (dined, videlicet) with Professor Wilson at 
Inverleithen, and met James Hogg.’ 


1 Scott’s unwearied interest in James Hogg, 
despite the waywardness of this imaginative 
genius, is one of the most beautiful traits in his 
character. Readers of Mr. Lockhart’s Life do 
not require to be reminded of the active part 
he took in promoting the welfare of the “Et- 
trick Shepherd” on many occasions, from the 
outset of their acquaintance in ISOl until the 
end of his life. 

Hogg was a strange compound of boisterous 
roughness and refinement in expression, and 
se odd contrasts surprised strangers such as 
e and Ticknor. The former was shocked, 
e latter said his conversation was a per- 
ntradiction to the exquisite delicacy 

ot the day, headed by Professor 


Wilson, declared he was Burns’s rival as a song- 
writer, and his superior in anything relating to 
external nature ! indeed they wrote of him as 
unsurpassed by poet or painter in his fairy 
tales of ancient time, dubbing him Poet Lau- 
reate to the Queen of Elfland, and yet his un- 
refined manner tempted these friends to speak 
of him familiarly as the greatest hog in all 
Apollo’s herd, or the Boar of the Forest, etc., 
etc. 

Wordsworth, however, on November 21, 1835, 
when his brother bard had just left the sun- 
shine for the sunless land, wrote from his heart 
the noble lines ending — 

“ Death upon the Braes of Yarrow, 

Closed the Poet Shepherd’s eyes.” 
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September 10, — Guoriraud's wratli liiis Lur.-i f* r:L il 

a very distant cla|> of tiiuiider, in wLieh he aeenses me 
with the ministry to slander his ra^^ a repiitaiioii. He be d—i f-*r 
a fool, to make his ease wurse by stirring. 1 shall i^iiiy rcoeLL'r n*}” 
self by publisliiiig tile wliule extraets I made fruiii the ree^rJ^ vi 
(.’uloiiial Otiiee, in wliieh he will tind eiiouirli tu make him Lite Li^ 
nails. Still I wuiider he did not eume over and try his inanL-i^^d 
otherwise. I would not have shunned him nor any F'reneLum!! wh* 
ever kisse«l I>una|)arti*'s breeeh. 

Stptembtr 11. — Went to liiintly Burn and Lrcakfa>!rd iGin t ', ]->■■ 
Tie! Ferguson, wlio lias promised to have some Indian memuninda read}' 
for me. After breakfast went to ehoose tiie irroimd iivw lo uiie 
plantation, to he added next week to the end at Jane's W b aiiie 
Her Lord ("ariiarvyii and his son and. daughter : alsi..^ Ljfd Fraii‘*i> 
Levesoii Guwer, the traiislator of Fti-id. 

StpU. saber In. — Walk with Lord Fnineis. When return, !,>»*« 
liold ye! enter Lady Hampden and Ineiy Weddei'burn. In the ■ia}^ 
of George Sijiiare, Jane and Maria Bruwn,* beau::e,> and 
There was inueli pleasure on my side, and s*jme, I on tiicir- : 

and there was a riding, and a runnimr, and a eliatterinu*, aiid an ask- 
ing, and a showing — a real scene of confusion, yet inirtii and govii 
.spirits. Our guests 4 iiit us next day. 

September 13. — Fined a man b^r an assault at Selkirk. He pleaded 
guilty, wliieli made short work. The beggarly appearance of the Juiy 
in the netv system is very worthy of note, lihie was a menial servant. 
Wlien I returned, James Ballantyiie and Mr. Cadell arrived. They 
bring a good account of matters in general. Cadell explained to me 
a plan for securing the copyright of the novels, 'iGiich has a \ery 
good face. It appears they are gointr ofi fast : ai.d if the ^lui of 
the market is once reduced by sales, the properly vhl be ex-'ehrLt. 
and may be increased by notes. James B. br.:>ugi.: Lis son. iL.d-c!! 
Rutherford also here, and Miss Russells. 

September 14. — In the morning wrote my un^ocr r .; G .oirgiul, 
rather too keen perhaps, but I owe him noti.ing: and as :>.r cx-iting 
liis resentment, 1 will neither seek nor avvid 

Cadeil's views seem fair, and Le is open and explicit. His broth- 
ers support him, and lie has no want of cash. He sehs two or three 
copies of Eoiiapartf and one of the novels, or two. a'must every day. 
lie 111 list soon, he says, aviply to London for copies. Read a Refuta- 
tion, as it calls itself, of Napoleon's history. It is so very polite and 
accommodating that every third word is a concession — the w^jrk ^.-f a 
man able to judge distinctly on specihe facts, but erreneaus LA 
general results. He will say the same of me, perhc.ps. Bx.laz.tvn- 
and Cadell leave us. Enter Miss Sinclairs, twu in nundarr, a.- * a 

^ AEotLer, sifter Geor^iana, married Genera! the HdaoaraL.- s.r rl ,,r . h , 



iraiiNkii^jr, liiitl 51 little Fieinisli wuiriaii, liis wife — very good-lminoured, 
ruilitr a liiile tsivcn to coiiipliineiit ; mtnie Faueonpret. They are to 
iriarii Ml iiiLrlit in 5i itig as far as Keiso — a bold undertaking. 

10.— The ladies went to Church; I, God forgive me, 
tiiiinlivd the Ciironk'lts^ witii a good deiil of assistance from Colonel 
l-Vr^rnsMii's Indies about Indian affairs. The patch is, I suspect, too 
vdarhi.: lu be |jie5isiiig ; but the ColoiieFs sketches are capitally good, 
i liiMierstaiiih too, there are one or two East Indian novels which have 
Liti'lv appeared. Xaboclish I roi/ue la [falere ! 

Stpkmhft 17. — Received from James B. the proofs of my reply to 
Btiitral liouix^'iud, with suiue cautious bahuim from mine honest 
frit !iJ, alaniie 1 by a liiglilaud Colonel, who had described Gourgaiid 
as li iuii .iivis famous fencer, marksman, and so forth. I wrote 

in liiisu er. which is true, that I would hope all my friends would trust 
to my aetiog with proper caution and advice ; but that if I were capa- 
ble, ill a liiomeiit of weakness, of doing anything short of what my 
honour demanded, I would die the death of a poisoned rat in hole, 
out of mere sense of ray own degradation. God knows, that, tliougli 
life is placid enough with me, I do not feel anything to attach me to 
it so strongly as to occasion my avoiding any risk which duty to my 
ciiaraeter may demand from me. 

I set to work with the Tales of a Grandfather^ second volume, 

and rliiislied four pages. 

St pin fiber IS. — Wrote five pages of the Tales, Walked from 
HuDiiy Biirii, liavirig gone in the carriage. Smoked my cigar with 
Loekliar: after diiiiier, and then whiled away the evening over one of 
Miss Austell’s novcis. There is a truth of painting in her tvritings 
wiiieii always delights me. They do not, it is true, get above the 
middle classes of society, but there she is inimitable. 

Stpkmbtr 19. — Wrote three pages, but daw’died a good deal ; yet 
the Tales get on, although I feel bilious, and vapourish, I believe I 
must call it. At such times ray loneliness, and the increasing ina- 
bility to walk, come dark over me, but surely these mulligrubs be- 
long to the mind more than the body. 

Sepkiubtr 22. — Captain and Colonel Ferguson, the last returned 
from Ireland, dined here. Prayer of the minister of the Cumbrays, 
two miserable islands in the mouth of the Clyde : “ 0 Lord, bless 
aii i De gracious to the Greater and the Lesser Cumbravs, and in 
iliy mercy do not forget the adjacent islands of Great Britain and 
Ireland.’’ 

Stpitinber 23. — ’Worked in the morning; then drove over to 
Huiitly Burn, chiefly to get from the good-humoured Colonel the ac- 
curate spelling of certain Hindu words which I have been using un- 
der his instructions. By the way, the sketches he gave me of Indian 
manners are highly picturesque. I have made up my Journal, which 


C’i'Ti'MiCtti ihe First Senes, ending with the story of The Surgeon's Daughter. 
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was three days in arrear. Also I wrought a little, so that the second 
\oIiiiiie of Grandfathtfs Tales is nearly half finished. 

September 24. — AVorked in the morning as usual, and sent off the 
proofs and copy. Something of the black dog still hanging about 
me ; but I will shake hijn off. I generally affect good spirits in 
company of my family, whether I am enjoying them or not. It is 
too severe to sadden the harmless mirth of others by suffering your 
own causeless melancholy to be seen ; and this species of exertion is, 
like virtue, its own reward ; for the good spirits, which are at first 
simulated, become at length real.^ 

September 25, [^EtUnhurgli ], — Got into town by one o’clock, the 
purpose being to give my deposition before Lord Xewton in a case 
betwixt me and Constable’s creditors. My oath seemed satisfactory ; 
but new reasons were alleged for additional discussion, which is, I 
trust, to end this wearisome matter. I dined with Mr. Gibson, and 
slept there. J. B. dined with us, and we had thoughts how' to save 
our copyright by a bargain with Cadell. I hope it will turn to 
good, as I could add notes to a future edition, and give them some 
value. 

September 26, \^Ahhotsford '\, — Set off in mail coach, and my horses 
met me at Yair Bridge. I travelled with rather a pleasant man, an 
agent, I found, on Lord Seaford’s^ AA'est Indian Estates. Got home 
by twelve o’clock, and might have been here earlier if the Tweed had 
not been too large for fording. I must note down my cash lest it 
gets out of my head ; ‘‘ may the foul fa’ the gear, and the blathrie 
o’t,” ® and yet there’s no doing either with it or without it. 

Septeynher 27. — The morning was damp, dripping, and unpleas- 
ant ; so I even made a work of necessity, and set to the Tales like a 
dragon. I murdered M‘Lellan of Bomby at Thrieve Castle ; stabbed 
the Black Douglas in the town of Stirling ; astonished King James 
before Roxburgh ; and stifled the Earl of Mar in his bath in the Can- 
ongate. A wild world, my masters, this Scotland of ours must have 
been. No fear of want of interest ; no lassitude in those days for 
want of work. 

“For treason, d’ ye see. 

Was to them a dish of tea. 

And murther bread and butter.” 


AA e dined at Gattoiiside with Air. Bainbridge, who kindly presented 
me with six bottles of super-excellent Jamaica rum, and with a manu- 
script collection of poetry, said to be Swift’s handwriting, which it 
resembles. It is, I think, poor Stella’s. Nothing very new in it. 

Septeiyiber 28. — Another dropping and busy day. I wTOUght hard 
at the Historical Tales, which get on fast. 

September 29. — I went on with the little historv which now’ {^i.e. 

1 Mr. Lockhart justly remarks that this en- 2 Charles Rose Ellis had been created Baron 
try paints the man in his tenderness, his for- Seaford in iSCd. 

t'tude. and happy wisdom. " s See Croniek’s of Burns, p. 210. 
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voL ii.) tlotli approp!nt|ne an end. Received in tlie evening [Xos. 37 
ti» 41 f j of the Koxbiirglie publications. They are very curious, and, 
goiienilly .s|.»t‘aking, well selected. The following struck me : — An 
iialiaii pueiii on the subject of Floddentield ; the legend of St. Rob- 
ert of Kuarcshoroiigli ; two plays, printed^ from ms. by Mr. Hasle- 
iitjiitl. It dotes not appear that Mr. H. fully appreciated the light 
wJiii'ii ht* was throwing on the theatrical history by this valuable 
t oiiiiiaiiiieatiuii. It appears that the change of place, or of scene as 
we t«‘nii it, was intimated in the following maimer. 

In the middle of the stage was placed Colchester, and the sign of 
Pig»t\s tavern— called the Tarlton — intimated what part of the town 
was represented. The name was painted above. On one side of the 
stage was, in like manner, painted a town, which the name announced 
to be Maliloii; on the other side a ranger’s lodge. The scene lay 
til rough the piece in one or other of these three places, and the en- 
trance of the eharaeters determined where each scene lay. If they 
ciiine in from Colchester, then Colchester was for the time the scene 
of action. When that scene was shifted to Maldou, it was intimated 
by the approach of the actors from the side where it was painted — a 
clumsy eontrivaiiee, doubtless, compared to changeable scenery ; yet 
sutlieieiit to impress the audience with a sense of what was meant. 

September 30. — Wet, drizzling, dismal day. I finished odds and 
ends, scarce stirring out of my room, yet doing little to the puqDose. 
Wrote to Sir Ileiirv [Seton Steuart] about his queries concerning 
transplanted trees, and to Mr. Freeling concerning the Roxburghe 
CIiil* [H»uks. I have settled to print the manuscript concerning the 
murder of the two Sliaws by the Master of Sinclair. I dallied wuth 
the precious time rather tlian used it. Read the two Roxburghe 
idavs ; they are by Mllliam Percy, a son of the eighth Earl of Xorth- 
umberlaJid ; worthless and very gross, but abounding with matter 
eoiiceriiiiig scenery, and so forth, highly interesting to the dramatic 
aiitiqiiary. 


Note on the '■^grenadier accomplishment"' mentioned in p. 294. 


Iii a n^ttrr to ihe ICako of Bucclt'O.fli. of May, 
I?!". Sa=i: jj.ves tht- fulluwieg uiousiLg account 
i.>f ai. in the life uf the Eurick Shep- 

LerJ:- 

fr.end Hug;: b;t= Lad an affair oj 
I' jipaT. . . . Twu ago. aooul Tevm in 

t!so jiioriMig:. iny servant aucc-r.aced, wtiile I 
toi.-- .-hav.nn in iny dre.'~;ugr- room, that Mr. 
Hugg wiA.vd t-arno.'lly i(> >;x'uk with me. He 
\\\iy u^L^red in. and 1 eannui defcrihe the iialf- 
sLirtN'd. ii.tif- iiuiuuro::.' air with wldcli he 
iaiii. .‘p-atcLing Li?' Lead mu.'t velieinently, 
•Olid, Scuit. here's iwae fu‘k‘s coiiie frae 
yo w 10 prL'iVoke mey tu fecht a d uel. ' ‘ A duel. ’ 
axL-vrered 1. ;n great (ii.ton;.'h:r;ent, ‘xtnd wLat 
d' > } on .ntend tu do r' • Odd. I ja?i loeket them 
up .Ii lay ruoiii and sent the lassie for iwae o' 
the pJu.er. .Hid jUst gle’d the men ower to their 
< i.j rge. and I ihoeht I wad come and ask you 
tihai i da. . . He had xdready settled 

i^r n.msxaf the quesliun whether he was to fight 


or not, and all that lie had to do was to go to 
the Police Office and tell the charge he had to 
bring against the two Glasgow gentlemen. . . . 
The Ghiswegians were greatly too many for him 
[in Court]. . . . They returned in all triumph 
and glory, and Hogg took the wings of the 
morning and fled to his cottage at Altrive, not 
deeming himself altogether safe in the streets 
of Edinburgh 1 Now, although I do not hold 
valour to be an essential article in the compo- 
sition of a man like Hogg, yet I heartily wish 
he could have prevailed on him.seir to* swag- 
ger a little. . . . But considering his failure in 
the held and the Sherift Office, I am afraid 
we must apply to Hogg the apology which is 
made for 'Waller by his biographer. ‘Let us 
not condemn him 'with untempered severity 
be.’anse he was not such a prodigy as the 
world has seldom seeu—because his character 
included not the poet, the orator, and the 
hero.'" 



OCTOBER 


October !.■ — I set about work fur two and tfiree 

then walked for two iKuirs; then IiMine, adjiisteii -herilf pror- 
esses, and cleared the table. I am to set oil to-inoriow for Ihivt'iis* 
worth Castle, to meet the Duke of WelliD^fton ‘d a great let of, I sup- 
pose. Yet I would almost rather stay and see tw'o days more of 
Lockhart and my daughter, who will be c^iT before my return. Ccr- 
Iiaps. But there is no end to perhaps. We must eut tiie rs">pe and 
let the vessel drive down tlie tide of destiny. 

Oeiitbir ‘2 . — Set out in the iiiorniiiir at ^even. and reri-h^ni Ke’so 
!y a little past ten with my own horses. Ti.eii tlie Wtllhi-jK'Ti 
coach to carry me to Wellington — smart that. Nidjody inside but 
an obi lady, win> pr»>ved a toy -woman in Edinbiir^d*] : her here! fur- 
nished with as substantial ware as her shop, but a good soul, Fse 
warrant her. Heard ail her debates with her landlord about a new’ 
door to the cellar, etc., etc.; propriety of paying rent on the loth 
or 25th of May. Landlords and tenants have diferent opinions on 
that subject. Danger of dirty sheets in irms. We dined at Wooler. 
and I found out Dr. Douglas on the outside, son of my old accpiaint- 
ance Dr. James Douglas of Kelso. This made us even lighter in 
mind till we came to Wliittingham. Thence to Newcastle, where an 
obstreperous horse retarded us for an hour at least, to the trie at 
alarm of my friend the toy-woman. X.B. — She would have made a 
good feather-bed if the carriage had happened to fail, and her under- 
most. The heavy roads had retarded us near an ht-ur mcne, s>''^ that 
I hesitated to go to Ravensworth so late: 'o:: rny crooi weman's 
tales of dirty sheets, and certain recollections of a Newcastle inn. in- 
duced me to go on. When I arrived the family had jus: retired. 
Lord Ravensworth and Mr. Liddell came down, however, and really 
received me as kindly as possible. 

October o. — Rose about eight or later. !My morals beerin to be 
corrupted by travelling and line company, W'ent to Durham with 
Lord Ravensworth betwixt one and two. Found the gentlemen oi 

2 “Tlie Duke was then niaking a progress 
in the Nortti of England, to which additional 
intportance was g.ven by the uncertain state 
of political arrangements; the change of Lord 
Ooderich’s being 'able to maintain himself as 
Canning's successor seeming very precarious, 
and the opinion that his Grace must soon be 
railed to a higher .=tatinn than that of Com- 
m-icder of the Forces, which he had accepted 
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Iliirbaiii cruintj and town assembled to receive tlie Duke of 'Welling- 
ton. I «aw several old friends, and with difficulty suited names to 
faces, rue] fa-'^es to names. There was Headlam, Dr. Gilly and his 
wife, and a worhl of acquaintance besides, Sir Thomas Lawrence too, 
wiili^Lord LDiiiionderry. I asked him to come on with me, but he 
fo:d 1 not. He is, froin liabit of coaxing his subjects I suppose, 
a little too fair-spoken, otherwise very pleasant. The Duke arrived 
verv late. There were bells and cannon and drums, trumpets and 
baiincrs, besides a line troop of yeomanry. The address was well 
expressed, and as well answered by the Duke. The enthusiasm of 
the ladies and the gentry was great — the common people w'ere luke- 
warrnd The Duke has lost popularity in accepting political power. 
Hi will be more useful to hi.s country it may be than ever, but will 
scarce ho so gracious in the people's eyes: and he will not care a 
curse for what outward show he has lost. But I must not talk of 
curses, for we are going to take our dinner w’ith the Bishop of Dur- 
ham,® a man of ainial)le and courteous manners, who becomes his 
station well, but has traces of bad health on his countenance. 

We dined, about one hundred and forty or fifty men, a distin- 
guished company for rank and property. Marshal Beresford, and Sir 
John,® amongst others. Marquis of Lothian, Lord Dimcombe, Marquis 
Londonderry, and I know not who besides : 

“Lords and Dukes and noble Princes, 

All the pride and fiower of Spain.” 

We dined in the rude old baronial hall, impressive from its an- 
tiquity, and fortunately free from the plaster of former improvement, 
as I trust it wull, from tlie gingerbread taste of modern Gothicisers. 
The bright moon streaming in through the old Gothic windows, made 
a light which contrasted strangely with the artificial lights within ; 
spears, banners, and armour were intermixed with the pictures of old, 
and the whole had a singular mixture of baronial pomp, with the 
graver and more chastened dignity of prelacy. The conduct of our 
reverend entertainer suited the character remarkably w'ell. Amid the 
w'eleoine of a Count Palatine he did not for an instant forget the 
gravity of the Church dignitary. All his toasts were gracefully given, 
and tiis Intie speeches well made, and the more affecting that the fail- 
ing voice soracTimes reminded us that our aged host laboured under 
the imirmities of advanced life. To me personally the Bishop was 
very civil, and paid me his public compliments by proposing my health 
in the most gratifying manner. 

1 See Orrfsponleyic^ cf Pri?ica;s Lieven avd of each other— "and merry men were they.” 
Earl Grey for Lord, (trey's opinion, voi. p. — j. g. l. 

3 Dr.^ W';U;ain \ an Uiluert haci been appoint- * An eye-tvitness "writes: — “The manner in 
U Duraam in on tne ileatli w'nich Bishop Van Mildert proceeded on this 

IS3u. occa.sion will never be forgotten by those who 

Aurn ra; .--.r julin Brerp.=r jrd b.ail sortie few know how to appreciate scholarship without 
yyirs ..cope commar.fied on the Leith Sta- jv-.-innlry. and dignity without ostentation. 
.>.2 WiiCn ft'.r Waiter anu he saw a great deal &;r Waiter had been observed throughout the 
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The Bishop’s lady rcccdved a sort of drawin^r-roon; afitr we 
from table, at which a srreat many ladies attendid. I ouih! l*! * 
forcret that the singers of the choir attended at diciicr, and tL*- 
Anthem jron mhis Domine, tliev said wL^'* nnderstood iheiL. 
well— and, as I think, wiio did not understand the mnsi.\ with an ni 
usual degree of spirit and interest. It is udd Low thi^ can 1 e di-tin- 
giiished from the notes of fcdlows who iis^- thcdr thro.it^ with l:!!h/ 
feeling of the notes they utter as if they were eoinpc'scd of tLe 
metal as their bugle-horns. 

After tlic drawing-room we went to the A>stmh!y-ro*r;.’% w'i.i h 
were crow'ded with company. I saw some very pretty a'ai*- ha. hz 
merrily that old-fashioned thing called a country -dance v/ni 'h hoi 
England has now thrown aside, as she woul-^.l do her crC’. ,L if th-».r'' 
were some foreign frippery otlere^i instead. We jja: away afier in id- 
night, a large party, and reached Ravensw*- ♦n!i Ca>:*e — Duk- f W*,]- 
lingtOD, Lord Londonderry, and a!*out twenty he^lh> — h-hf* 
past one. Soda water, and to bed by two. 

Ckfohir 4. — Slept till nigh ten — fat::ri:ed by our tob- ■■•f 
day. and the unwonted late In'cirs. Stbi too early for :h:^ tfa^tle 
Indolence, for I found few oi last night's party yet appear:::::, I had 
an opportunity of some talk with the Iduke. He dt*es ncc consider 
Foy's book* as written by himself, but as a thing yof up perhaps from 
notes. Says he knew Foy very well in .Spain. Mentioned that he 
was, like other French officers, very desirous of seein^g the Enuli^h 
papers, through w'hich alone they could collect any idea of what was 
going on without their own cantonments, for Napoleon permitted no 
eonimunieation of that kind with France. The Duke, growing tired 
of this, at length told Baron Tripp, whose services he ebiefiV used in 
communication with the outposts, that he was not to them th*^ 
newspapers. “What reason shall I allecre for w:thh»:vd:Lu them:*' 
said Baron Tripp. “ None," replied the Duke. “ Lc: then: :h.c::e s-cn 
reason w'hy they want them." Foy was i.ot at a 1:-- :■:> e r-a- 

son. He said he had considerable sums uf in tlm Er.u'llsb 

funds and wanted to see how Stocks fell and ncse. The eujusv d;i 
not, however, go down." I remember Baron Trlp.p, a Dut:h noble - 
mail, and a dandy of the nrst water, and yet with an eneruj in his 
dandyism which made it respectable. He drove a uig as far as Bun- 
robin Castle, and back again, iritho'k He looked after his 

own horse, for he had no servant, and after all bis little establishmeu' 
of clothes and necessaries, with all the accuracy of a j;ffk-u:o‘or?. He 
was one of the best-dressed men, and his horse wms in equitlly 

day TTlth extraordinary interest— I 5hc:;Id ?ay - dr tx f Cr iW" ’f 

extbusiasTT.. The Bishor- grare Lis heal :b ’.viLb *V:r-.V-,'T. etr. Pari -e rar !:a;..n-= t":'.- 
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condition as if he had had a dozen of grooms. I met him at Lord 
Somerville’s, and liked him much. But there was something exag- 
gerated, as appeared from the conclusion of his life. Baron Tripp 
shot himself in Italy for no assignable cause. 

What is called great society, of which I have seen a good deal in 
my day, is now amusing to me, because from age and indifference I 
have lost the habit of considering myself as a part of it, and have only 
the feelings of looking on as a spectator of the scene, who can neither 
play his part well nor ill, instead of being one of the dramatis personm ; 
and, careless what is thought of myself, I have full time to attend to 
the motions of others. 

Our party went to-day to Sunderland, where the Duke was brill- 
iantly received by an immense population, chiefly of seamen. The 
difficulty of getting into the rooms was dreadful, for we chanced to 
march in the rear of an immense Gibraltar gun, etc., all composed of 
glass, which is here manufactured in great quantities. The disturb- 
ance created by this thing, which by the way I never saw afterwards, 
occasioned an ebbing and flowing of the crowd, which nearly took me 
off my legs. I have seen the day I would have minded it little. The 
entertainment was handsome ; about two hundred dined, and appear- 
ed most hearty in the cause which had convened them — some indeed 
so much so, that, finding themselves so far on the way to perfect hap- 
piness, they e’en . . . After the dinner-party broke up there was a 
ball, numerously attended, where there was a prodigious anxiety dis- 
covered for shaking of hands. The Duke had enough of it, and I 
came in for my share ; for, though as jackal to the lion, I got some 
part in whatever was going. We got home about half-past two in the 
morning, sufficiently tired. The Duke went to Seahara, a house of 
Lord Londonderry’s. After all, this Sunderland trip might have been 
spared. 

October 5. — A quiet day at Ravensworth Castle, giggling and mak- 
ing giggle among the kind and frank-hearted young people. Ravens- 
worth Castle is chiefly modern, excepting always two towers of great 
antiquity. Lord Ravensworth manages his woods admirably well, and 
with good taste. His castle is but half-built. Elections^ have come 
between. In the evening, plenty of fine music, with heart as well as 
voice and instrument. Much of the music was the spontaneous effu- 
sions of Mrs. Arkwright, who had set Hohenlinden and other pieces 
of poetry. Her music was of a highly-gifted character. She was the 
daughter of Stephen Kemble. The genius she must have inherited 
from her mother, who was a capital actress. The Miss Liddells and 
Mrs. Barrington sang the ‘‘The Campbells are coming,” in a tone 
that might have waked the dead. 

October 6 . — Left Ravensworth this morning, and travelled as far 

1 The present generation are apt to forget the (Cor, ii. p. 215) that Lord Ravensworth’s neigh- 
enormous sums spent in Parliamentary elec- hour, the Duke of Northumberland, will sub- 
tions; e.y., Mme. de Lieven tells Earl Grey scribe £100,000 towards the election of 1831. 


1827.J 


JOURNAL 


305 


as Whittingbam with Marquis of Lothian. Arrived at Alnwick to din- 
ner, where I was very kindly received. The Duke is a handsome 
man,^ who will he corpulent if he does not continue to take hard ex- 
ercise. The Duchess very pretty and lively, hut her liveliness is of 
that kind which shows at once it is connected with thorough princi- 
ple, and is not liable to be influenced by fashionable caprice. The 
habits of the family are early and regular ; I conceive they may be 
termed formal and old-fashioned by such visitors as claim to be the 
pink of the mode. The Castle is a fine old pile, with various courts 
and towers, and the entrance is magnificent. It wants, however, the 
splendid feature of a keep. The inside fitting up is an attempt at 
Gothic, but the taste is meagre and poor, and done over with too 
much gilding. It was done half a century ago, when this kind of 
taste was ill-understood. I found here the Bishop of [Gloucester], 
etc., etc. 

October 1 . — This morning went to church and heard an excellent 
sermon from the Bishop of Gloucester he has great dignity of 
manner, and his accent and delivery were forcible. Drove out with 
the Duke in a phaeton, and saw part of the park, which is a fine one, 
lying along the Alne. But it has been ill-planted. It was laid out 
by the celebrated Brown,® who substituted clumps of birch and Scot- 
tish firs for the beautiful oaks and copse which grows nowhere so 
freely as in Northumberland. To complete this, the late Duke did 
not thin, so the wood is in poor state. All that the Duke cuts down 
is so much waste, for the people will not buy it where coals are so 
cheap. Had they been oak-wood, the bark would have fetched its 
value ; had they been grown oaks, the sea-ports would have found a 
market. Had they been [larch], the country demands for ruder pur- 
poses would have been unanswerable. The Duke does the best he 
can to retrieve his woods, but seems to despond more than a young 
man ought to do. It is refreshing to see a man in his situation give 
so much of his time and thoughts to the improvement of his estates, 
and the welfare of the people. The Duke tells me his people in Keel- 
dar were all quite wild the first time his father went up to shoot there. 
The women had no other dress than a bed-gown and petticoat. The 
men were savage and could hardly be brought to rise from the heath, 
either from sullenness or fear. They sung a wild tune, the burden of 
which was Ourina, ourina, ourina. The females sung, the men danced 
round, and at a certain part of the tune they drew their dirks, which 
they always wore. 

We came by the remains of the old Carmelite Monastery of 
Hulne, which is a very fine object in the park. It was finished by 
De Vesci. The gateway of Alnwick Abbey, also a fine specimen, is 
standing about a mile distant. The trees are much finer on the left 

1 Hugh, third Duke of Northumberland. Duke of Northumberland, held at this time 

the See for Gloucester. — j. g. l. 

2 Dr. Bethell, who had been tutor to the ^ Launcelot Brown, 1715-1782. 
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side of the Alne, where they have been let alone by the capability- 
villain. Visited the enceinte of the Castle, and passed into the dun- 
geon. There is also an armoury, but damp, and the arms in indif- 
ferent order. One odd petard-looking thing struck me. — Mem. to 
consult Grose. I had the honour to sit in Hotspur’s seat, and to see 
the Bloody Gap, where the external wall must have been breached. 
The Duchess gave me a book of etchings of the antiquities of Aln- 
wick and Warkworth from her own drawings.^ I had half a mind 
to stay to see Warkworth, but Anne is alone. We had prayers in the 
evening read by the Archdeacon.^ 

The Marquis of Lothian on Saturday last told me a remarkable 
thing, which he had from good authority. Just before Bonaparte’s 
return from Elba there was much disunion at the Congress of Vienna. 
Russia and Prussia, conscious of their own merits, made great de- 
mands, to which Austria, France, and Britain were not disposed to ac- 
cede. This went so far that war became probable, and the very 
Prussian army which was so useful at Waterloo was held in readiness 
to attack the English. On the other hand, England, Austria, and 
France entered into a private agreement to resist, beyond a certain 
extent, Prussia’s demands of a barrier on the Rhine, etc., and, what 
is most singular of all, it was from Bonaparte that the Emperor Alex- 
ander first heard of this triple alliance.® But the circumstance of 
finding Napoleon interesting himself so far in the affairs of Europe 
alarmed the Emperor more than the news he sent him. On the same 
authority, Gneisenau and most of Bliicher’s personal suite remained 
behind a house at the battle of Ligny, and sent out an officer from 
time to time, but did not remain even in sight of the battle, till Blu- 
cher put himself at the head of the cavalry with the zeal of an old 
hussar. 

October 8. — Left Alnwick, where I have experienced a very kind 
reception, and took coach at Whittingham at eleven o’clock. I find 
there is a new road to be made between Alnwick and Wooler, which 
will make the communication much easier, and avoid Remside Moor. 

Saw some fine young plantations about Whittingham suffering 
from neglect, which is not the case under the Duke’s own eye. He 
has made two neat cottages at Percy’s Cross, to preserve that ancient 
monument of the fatal battle of Hedgeley Moor. The stones mark- 
ing the adjacent spot called Percy’s Leap are thirty-three feet asun- 
der. To show the uncertainty of human testimony, I measured the 
distance (many years since, it is true), and would have said and al- 
most sworn that it was but eighteen feet. Dined at Wooler, and 
reached home about seven o’clock, having left Alnwick at half -past 
nine. So it would be easy to go there to dinner from Abbotsford, 
starting at six in the morning, or seven would do very well. 


1 A quarto volume, contmning 39 etcliings 2 Mr, Archdeacon Singleton. —j. g. l. 
(privately printed in 1823), still preserved at s stanhope’s iVotes, p. 21; and Oro/cer vol. ii. 
Ahootsford. p. 233. 
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October ^ A Abbotsford ], — No proofs here, which I think odd of 
Jas. B. But i am not sorry to have a day to write letters, and be- 
sides I have a box of books to arrange. It is a bad mizzling day, 
and might have been a good day for work, yet it is not quite uselessly 
spent. 

October 10. — Breakfasted at Huntly Burn with the merry knight, 
Sir Adam Ferguson. When we returned we found a whole parcel of 
proofs which had been forgot yesterday at the toll — so here ends 
play and begins work. Dr. Brewster and Mr. Thornhill. The latter 
gave me a box, made of the real mulberry-tree. ‘ Very kind of him. 

October 11. — Being a base melancholy weeping day I e’en made 
the best of it, and set in for work. Wrote ten leaves this day, equiv- 
alent to forty pages. But then the theme was so familiar, being 
Scottish history, that my pen never rested. It is more than a triple 
task. 

October 12. — Sent off proofs and copy, a full task of three pages. 
At one Anne drove me to Huntly Burn, and I examined the earthen 
fence intended for the new planting, and altered the line in some 
points. This employed me till near four, the time of my walking 
home being included. 

October 13. — Wrote in the forenoon. Lord Bessborough and 
Mr. and Mrs. Ponsonby called to see the place. His lady used to 
be civil to me in London — an accomplished and pleasing woman. 
They only stayed an hour. At dinner we had Lord and Lady Bath- 
urst, and my friend Lady Georgiana — also Marquis of Lothian and 
Lord Castlereagh, plenty of fine folks. Expected also the Lord Reg- 
ister and Mrs. Dundas, but they could not come. Lord Bathurst told 
me that Gourgaud had negotiated with the French Government to the 
last moment of his leaving London, and that he had been told so by 
the French Ambassador. Lord B. refused to see him, because he un- 
derstood he talked disrespectfully of Napoleon. 

October 14. — I read prayers to the company of yesterday, and we 
took a drive round by Dry grange Bridge. Lord B. told me that the 
late king made it at one time a point of conscience to read every 
word of every act of parliament before giving his assent to it. There 
was a mixture of principle and nonsense in this. Lord Lothian left 
us. I did a full task to-day, which is much, considering I was a good 
deal occupied. 

October 15. — My noble guests departed, pleased I believe with 
their visit. I have had to thank Lord Bathurst for former kindness. 
I respect him too, as one who being far from rich, has on the late oc- 
casion preferred political consistency to a love of office and its emol- 
uments. He seems to expect no opposition of a formal kind this 
next session. What is wonderful, no young man of talents seems to 
spring up in the House of Commons. I wonder what comes of all 


i From Stratford-on-Avon. 
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the clever lads whom we see at college. The fruit apparently does 
not ripen as formerly. Lord Castlereagh remained with us. I be- 
stowed a little advice on him. He is a warm-hearted young fellow, 
with some of the fashionable affectations of the age about him, but 
with good feelings and an inclination to come forward. 

October 16.— With all this racketing the work advances fast. The 
third volume of the Tales is now half finished, and will, I think, be a 
useful work. Some drizzling days have been of great use to its prog- 
ress. This visiting has made some dawdling, but not much, per- 
haps not more than there ought to be for such a task. 

I walked from Huntly Burn up the little Glen, which was in all 
the melancholy beauty of autumn, the little brook brawling and bick- 
ering in fine style over its falls and currents. 

October 11 . — Drove down to Mertoun and brought up Elizabeth 
Scott to be our guest for some days or so. Various chance guests 
arrived. One of the most welcome was Captain MacKenzie of the 
Celtic Society and the ^2d regiment, a picture of a Highlander in his 
gigantic person and innocent and generous disposition. Poor fellow, 
he is going to retreat to Brittany, to make his half-pay support a 
wife and family. I did not dare to ask how many. God send I 
may have the means of serving him. 

He told me a Maclean story which was new to me. At the bat- 
tle of Sheriffmuir that clan was commanded by a chief called Hector. 
In the action, as the chief rushed forward, he was frequently in situ- 
ations of peril. His foster-father followed him with seven sons, 
whom he reserved as a body-guard, whom he threw forward into the 
battle as he saw his chief pressed. The signal he gave was, “ Another 
for Hector !” The youths replied, “ Death for Hector 1” and were all 
successively killed. These words make the sign and countersign at 
this day of the clan Gillian.^ 

Young Shortreed dined with us and the two Fergusons, Sir Adam 
and the Colonel. We had a pleasant evening. 

October 19. — Wrought out my task, and better — as I have done 
for these several days past. Lady Anna Maria Elliot arrived unex- 
pectedly to dinner, and though she had a headache, brought her usual 
wit and good-humour to enliven us. 

October 20. — The day being basely muggy, I had no walk, which 
I was rather desirous to secure. I wrought, however ; and two-thirds 
of the last volume of Tales of my Grandfather are finished. I re- 
ceived a large packet of proofs, etc., which for some reason had been 
delayed. We had two of Dr. Brewster’s boys to dinner — fine chil- 
dren ; they are spirited, promising, and very well-behaved. 

October 21. — Wrought till one o’clock, then walked out for two 
hours, though with little comfort, the bushes being loaded with rain ; 
but exercise is very necessary to me, and I have no mind to die of 


1 For the utilization of this storjr, see Fair Maid of Perth, published in the following year. 
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my arm-chair. A letter from Skene, acquainting me that the Censors 
of the French press have prohibited the insertion of my answer to the 
man Gourgaud. This is their freedom of the press ! The fact is 
there is an awkward “ composition ” between the Government and 
the people of France, that the latter will endure the former so long as 
they will allow them to lull themselves asleep with the recollections 
of their past glory, and neither the one nor the- other sees that truth 
and honesty and freedom of discussion are the Best policy. He 
knows, though, there is an answer ; and that is all I care about. 

October 22. — Another vile damp drizzling day. I do not know 
any morning in my life so fit for work, on which I nevertheless, while 
desirous of employing it to purpose, make less progress. A hang- 
dog drowsy feeling wrought against me, and I was obliged to lay 
down the pen and indulge myself in a drumly sleep. 

The Haigs of Bemerside, Captain Hamilton, Mr. Bainbridge and 
daughter, with young Nicol Milne and the Fergusons, dined here. 
Miss Haig sings Italian music better than any person I ever heard 
out of the Opera-house. But I am neither a judge nor admirer of 
the science. I do not know exactly what is aimed at, and therefore 
cannot tell what is attained. Had a letter from Colin Mackenzie, 
who has proposed himself for the little situation in the Eegister 
House. I have written him, begging him to use the best interest in 
his own behalf, and never mind me. 

October 23. — Another sullen rainy day. “ Hazy weather, Mr. 
JN’oah,’’ as Punch says in the puppet-show.^ I worked slow, how- 
ever, and untowardly, and fell one leaf short of my task. 

Went to Selkirk, and dined with the Forest Club, for the first 
time I have been there this season. It was the collar-day, but being 
extremely rainy, I did not go to see them course. JV’.jB . — Of all 
things, the greatest bore is to hear a dull and bashful man sing a face- 
tious song. 

October 24. — Yilely low in spirits. I have written a page and a 
half, and doubt whether Lean write more to-day. A thick throbbing 
at my heart, and fancies thronging on me. A disposition to sleep, or 
to think on things melancholy and horrible while I wake. Strange 
that one’s nerves should thus master them, for nervous the case is, 
as I know too well. I am beginning to tire of ray Journal, and no 
wonder, faith, if I have only such trash as this to record. But the 
best is, a little exertion or a change of the current of thought relieves 
me. 

God, who subjects us to these strange maladies, whether of mind 
or body I cannot say, has placed the power within our own reach, 
and we should be grateful. I wrestled myself so far out of the 
Slough of Despond as to take a good long walk, and my mind is re- 


1 See M. G. Lewis’s Journal of a West Indian Proprietor. 8vo, Lond. 1834, p. 47 ; aud Introduc- 
tion to Fair Maid of Perth, p. 16. 
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stored to its elasticity. I did not attempt to worlt, especially as we 
were goin^ down to Mertoiin, and set oflE at five o clock, 

October 25.— We arrived at Mertoun yesterday, and heard with 
some surprise that Greorge had gone up in an air balloon, and ascend- 
ed two miles and a half above this sublunary earth. I should like to 
have an account of his sensations, but his letters said nothing serious 
about them. Honest George, I certainly did not suspect him of being 
so flighty I I visited the new plantations on the river-side with Mrs. 
Scott ; I wish her lord and master had some of her taste for plant- 
ing. When I came home I walked through the Rhymer’s Glen, and 
I thought how the little fall would look if it were heightened. When 
I came home a surprise amounting nearly to a shock reached me 
in another letter from L. J. S.^ Methinks this explains the gloom 
which hung about me yesterday. I own that the recurrence to these 
matters seems like a summons from the grave. It fascinates me. I 
ought perhaps to have stopped it at once, but I have not nerve to do 
so. Alas ! alas ! — But why alas ? Humana perpessi sumus. 

October 26. — Sent ofi copy to Ballantyne. Drove over to Huntly 
Burn at breakfast, and walked up to the dike they are building for 
the new plantation. Returned home. The Fergusons dined ; and we 
had the kirn Supper.^ I never saw a set of finer lads and lasses, and 
blithely did they ply their heels till five in the morning. It did me 
good to see them, poor things. 

October 27. — This morning went again to Huntly Burn to break- 
fast. There picked up Sir Adam and the Colonel, and drove down 
to old Melrose to see the hounds cast ofi upon the Gateheugh, the 
high rocky amphitheatre which encloses the peninsula of old Mel- 
rose, the Tweed pouring its dark and powerful current between them. 
The galloping of the riders and hallooing of the huntsmen, the cry of 
the hounds and the sight of sly Reynard stealing away through the 
brakes, waked something of the old spirit within me — 


“Even in our ashes glow their wonted fires.” 


1 On the 13th of October Sir Walter had re- 
ceived a letter from “ one who had in former 
happy days been no stranger,” and on turning 
to the signature he found to his astonishment 
that it was from Lady Jane Stuart, with whom 
he bad had no communication since the mem- 
orable visit he had made to Invermay in the 
autumn of 1796, The letter was simply a for- 
mal request on behalf of a friend for permission 
to print some ballads in Scott’s handwriting 
which were in an album that had apparently 
belonged to her daughter, yet it stirred his 
nature to its depths. 

The substance of his reply may be gathered 
from the second letter, which he had just read 
before making this sad entry in his Journal. — 
Lady Jane tells him that she would convey to 
him the Manuscript Book 
— “ as a secret and sacred Treasure, could I but 
know that you would take it as I give it with- 


out a drawback or misconstruction of my in- 
structions 

and she adds — 

“ Were I to lay open my heart (of which you 
know little indeed) you will Ond how it has and 
ever shall be warm towards you. My age [she 
was then seventy-four] encourages me, and I 
have longed to tell you. Not the mother who 
bore you followed you more anxiously (though 
secretly) with her blessing than I ! Age has 
tales to tell and sorrows to unfold.” 

As is seen by his Journal Sir Walter resumed 
his personal intercourse with his venerable 
friend on November 6th and continued it until 
her death, which took place in thb winter of 
18*29. — Ante^ p. 265, and Life. vol. i, pp 329- 
33b. 

* Kirn, the feast at the end of the harvest In 
Scotland. 
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On return home I had despatches of consequence. John Gibson writes 
that Lord Newton has decided most of the grand questions in our 
favour. Good, that ! Rev. Mr. Turner writes that he is desirous, by 
Lord Londonderry’s consent, to place in my hands a quantity of orig> 
inal papers concerning the public services of the late Lord London- 
derry, with a view to drawing up a memoir of his life. Now this 
task they desire to transfer to me. It is highly complimentary ; and 
there is this of temptation in it, that I should be able to do justice 
to that ill-requited statesman in those material points which demand 
the eternal gratitude of his country. But then for me to take this 
matter up would lead me too much into the hackneyed politics of 
the House of Commons, which odi et arceo. Besides, I would have to 
study the Irish question, and I detest study. Item , — I might arrive 
at conclusions different from those of my Lord of Londonderry, and 
I have a taste for expressing that which I think. Fourthly, I think it 
is sinking myself into a party writer. Moreover, I should not know 
what to say to the disputes with Canning ; and, to conclude, I think 
my Lord Londonderry, if he desired such a thing at my hands, ought 
to have written to me. For all which reasons, good, bad, and indiffer- 
" ent, I will write declining the undertaking. 

October 28. — Wrote several letters, and one to Mr. Turner, declin- 
ing the task of Lord Castlereagh’s Memoirs,’ with due acknowledg- 
ments. Had his public and European politics alone been concerned, 
I would have tried the task with pleasure. I wrote out my task and 
something more, corrected proofs, and made a handsome remittance 
of copy to the press. 

October 31. — Just as I was merrily cutting away among my trees, 
arrives Mr. Gibson with a melancholy look, and indeed the news he 
brought was shocking enough. It seems Mr. Abud, the same Jew 
broker who formerly was disposed to disturb me in London, has giv- 
en the most positive orders to take out diligence against me for his 
debt of £1500. This breaks all the measures we had resolved on, and 
prevents the dividend from taking place, by which many poor per- 
sons will be great sufferers. For me the alternative will be more pain- 
ful to my feelings than prejudicial to my interest. To take out a se- 
questration and allow the persons to take what they can get will be 
the inevitable consequence. This will cut short my labour by several 
years, which I might spend and spend in vain in labouring to meet 
their demands. No doubt they may in the interim sell the liferent of 
this place, with the books and furniture. But, perhaps, it may be pos- 
sible to achieve some composition which may save these articles, as I 
would make many sacrifices for that purpose. Gibson strongly ad- 
vises taking a sequestration at all events. But if the creditors choose 


1 The correspondence of Robert, second Mar- and Sir Charles Stewart, Second and Third 
quis of Londonderry, was edited by his brother Marquesses of Londonderry. 3 vols. 8vo, Edin- 

in 1850, but there was no memoir published burgh, 1861. 
until Alison wrote the Lives of Lord Castlereagh 
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to let Mr. Abud have bis pound of flesh out of the flrst cut, my mind 
will not be satisfied with the plan of deranging, for the pleasure of 
disappointing him, a plan of payment to which all the others had con- 
sented. We will know more on Saturday, and not sooner. I went 
to Bowhill with Sir Adam Ferguson to dinner, and maintained as 
good a countenance in the midst of my perplexities as a man need 
desire. It is not bravado ; I literally feel myself firm and resolute. 



NOVEMBER 


November 1. — I waked in the night and lay two hours in feverish 
meditation. This is a tribute to natural feeling. But the air of a 
fine frosty morning gave me some elasticity of spirit. It is strange 
that about a week ago I was more dispirited for nothing at all than I 
am now for perplexities which set at defiance, my conjectures concern- 
ing their issue. I suppose that I, the Chronicler of the Canongate, 
will have to take up my residence in the Sanctuary^ for a week or so, 
unless I prefer the more airy residence of the Calton Jail, or a trip to 
the Isle of Man. These furnish a pleasing choice of expedients. It 
is to no purpose being angry at Ehud or Ahab, or whatever name he 
delights in. He is seeking his own, and thinks by these harsh meas- 
ures to render his road to it more speedy. And now I will trouble 
myself no more about the matter than I can possibly help, which will 
be quite enough after all. Perhaps something may turn up better 
for me than I now look for. Sir Adam Ferguson left Bowhill this 
morning for Dumfriesshire. I returned to Abbotsford to Anne, and 
told her this unpleasant news. She stood it remarkably well, poor 
body. 

November 2. — I was a little bilious to-night — no wonder. Had 
sundry letters without any power of giving my mind to answer them 
— one about Gourgaud with his nonsense. I shall not trouble my 
head more on that score. Well, it is a hard knock on the elbow; I 
knew I had a life of labour before me, but I was resolved to work 
steadily ; now they have treated me like a recusant turnspit, and put 
in a red-hot cinder into the wheel alongst with [me]. But of what 
use is philosophy — and I have always pretended to a little of a prac- 
tical character — if it cannot teach us to do or suffer? The day is 
glorious, yet I have little will to enjoy it, but sit here ruminating 
upon the difference and comparative merits of the Isle of Man and 
of the Abbey. Small choice betwixt them. Were a twelvemonth 
over, I should perhaps smile at what makes me now very serious. 

Smile! — No, that can never be. My present feelings cannot be 
recollected with cheerfulness ; but I may drop a tear of gratitude. I 
have finished my Tales^ and have now nothing literary in hand. It 
would be an evil time to begin anything. 

1 Holyrood remained an asylum for civil 2 The book was published during November, 
debtors until 1880, when by the Act 43 & 44 under the following title, Chronicles of the Can- 
Victoria, cap. 34, imprisonment for debt was ongate (First Series). By the author of Waver- 
abolished. For description of bounds see CAron- ley, etc . — sic itur ad astra, motto of Canon- 
icles of the Canongate, g. 7. {vol. xli.). gate arms. In two vols^^ The Two Drovers^ 
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Wovemher 3.— Slept ill, and lay one hour longer than usual in the 
morning. I gained an hour’s quiet by it, that is much. I feel a lit- 
tle shaken at the result of to-day’s post. Bad it must be, whatsoever 
he the alternative. I am not able to go out, my poor workers wonder 
that I pass them without a word. I can imagine no alternative but 
either retreat to the Sanctuary or to the Isle of Man. Both shock- 
ing enough. But in Edinburgh I am always near the scene of action, 
free from uncertainty and near my poor daughter ; so I think I will 
prefer it, and thus I rest in unrest. But I will not let this unman me. 
Our hope, heavenly and earthly, is poorly anchored, if the cable parts 
upon the strain. I believe in God who can change evil into good ; 
and I am confident that what befalls us is always ultimately for the 
best. I have a letter from Mr. Gibson, purporting the opinion of the 
trustees and committee of creditors, that I should come to town, and 
interesting themselves warmly in the matter. They have intimated 
that they will pay Mr. Abud a composition of six shillings per pound 
on his debt. This is a handsome . off er, but I understand he is deter- 
mined to have his pound of fiesh. If I can prevent it, he shall not 
take a shilling by his hard-hearted conduct. 

November 4. — Put my papers in some order, and prepared for my 
journey. It is in the style of the Emperors of Abyssinia who pro- 
claim — Cut down the Kantuffa in the four quarters of the world, — ^f or 
I know not where I am going. Yet, were it not for poor Anne’s 
doleful looks, I would feel as firm as a piece of granite. Even the 
poor dogs seem to fawn on me with anxious meaning, as if there 
were something going on they could not comprehend. They probably 
notice the packing of the clothes, and other symptoms of a journey. 

Set off at twelve, firmly resolved in body and in mind. Dined at 
Fushie Bridge. Ah ! good Mrs. Wilson, you know not you are like 
to lose an old customer.’ 

But when I arrived in Edinburgh at my faithful friend, Mr. Gib- 
son’s, lo 1 the scene had again changed, and a new hare is started.'** 


The Highland Widow, The Surgeon’' s Daughter, 
Edinburgh, printed for Cadell and Co., and 
Simpkin Marshall. London 1827. 

The introduction to this work contains 
sketches of Scott’s own life, with portraits of 
his friends, unsurpassed in any of his earlier 
writings; for example, what could be better 
than the description of his ancestors the Scotls 
of Raeburn, vol. xli. p, 61 :~ 

“ They werena ill to them, sir, and that is aye 
something ; they were just decent bien bodies. 
Ony poor ci'eaiure that had face to beg got an 
awmous and welcome; they that were shamefaced 
gaed by, and twice as welcome. But they Tceepit 
an honest walk before God and man, the Croft- 
angrys, and as I said before, if they did little 
good, they did as little ill. They lifted their 
rents and spent them; called in their kain and 
eat them ; gaed to the kirk of a Sunday, bowed 
civilly if folk took aff their bannets as they gaed 
by, and lookit as blcwk as sin at them that keepit 
thmon,'' ^ 


J Mrs. Wilson, landlady of the inn at Fushie, 
one stage from Edinburgh,— an old datne of 
some humour, with whom Sir Walter always 
had a friendly colloquy in passing. I believe 
the charm was, that she had passed her child- 
hood among the Gipsies of the Border. But 
her fiery Radicalism latterly was another source 
of high merriment. — j. g. l. 


a The “new hare” was this; “It transpired 
in the very nick of time, that a suspicion of 
usury attached to these Israelites without 
guile, in a transaction with Hurst and Robiu- 
inson, as to one or more of tho bills for which 
the house of Ballantyno had become responsi- 
ble. This suspicion, upon investigation, as- 
sumed a shape suflBciently tangible to Justify 
Ballantyne’s trustees in carrying the point be- 
fore the Court of Session; but they failed to 
establish their allegation.” — Life,^YO\. ix. pp. 
178-9. 
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The trustees were clearly of opinion that the matter should be 
probed to the very bottom ; so Cadell sets off to-morrow in quest of 
Robinson, whose haunts he knows. There was much talk concerning 
what should be done, how to protect my honour’s person, and to post- 
pone commencing a defence which must make Ahab desperate, be- 
fore we can ascertain that the grounds are really tenable. This much 
I think I can see, that the trustees will rather pay the debt than 
break off the trust and go into a sequestration. They are clearly 
right for themselves, and I believe for me also. Whether it is in hu- 
man possibility that I can clear off these obligations or not, is very 
doubtful. But I would rather have it written on my monument that 
I died at the desk than live under the recollection of having neglected 
it. My conscience is free and happy, and would be so if I were to 
be lodged in the Calton Jail. Were T shirking exertion I should 
lose heart, under a sense of general contempt, and so die like a poi- 
soned rat in a hole. 

Dined with Gibson and John Home. His wife is a pretty lady- 
like woman. Slept there at night. 

November 6. — I took possession of No. 6 Shandwick Place, Mrs. 
Jobson’s house. Mr. Cadell had taken it for me; terms £100 for 
four months — cheap enough, as it is a capital house. I offered £5 
for immediate entrance, as I do not like to fly back to Abbotsford. 
So here we are established, Le. John Nicolson* and I, with good 
fires and all snug. 

I waited on L. J. S. ; an affecting meeting.* 

Sir William Forbes came in before dinner to me, high-spirited 
noble fellow as ever, and true to his friend. Agrees with my feelings 
to a comma. He thinks Cadell’s account must turn up trumps, and 
is for going the vole.® 


1 A favourite domestic at Abbotsford, whose 
name was never to be mentioned by any of 
Scott’s family without respect and gratitude. — 
Life^ vol. X. p. 3. 

2 Lady Jane Stuart’s House was No. 12 Mait- 
land Street, opposite Shandwick Place. Mrs. 
Skene told 'Mr. Lockhart that at Sir Walter’s 
first meeting with his old friend a very painful 
scene occurred, and she added — “I think it 
highly probable that it was on returning from 
this call that he committed to writing the 
verses, To Time^ by his early favourite.’’— Li/V, 
vol. ix. p. 183. 

The lines referred to are given below — 

Friend of the wretch oppress’d with grief. 

Whose lenient hand, though slow, supplies 

The balm that lends to care relief, 

That wipes her tears— that checks her sighs ! 

’Tis thine the wounded soul to heal 
That hopeless bleeds for sorrow’s smart. 

From stern misfortune’s shaft to stesil 
The barb that rankles in the heart. 

What though with thee the rosea fly, 

And jocund youth’s gay reign is o’er; 

Though dimm’d the lustre of the eye, 

And hope’s vain, dreams enchant no more. 


Yet In thy train come dove-eyed peace, 

Indifference with her heart of snow ; 

At her cold couch, lo 1 sorrows cease. 

No thorns beneath her roses grow. 

O haste to grant thy suppliant’s prayer, 

To me thy torpid calm impart: 

Rend from my brow youtn’s garland fair, 

But take the thorn that’s in my heart. 

Ah! why do fabling poets tell 
That thy fleet wings outstrip the wind? 

Why feign thy course of joy the knell. 

And call thy slowest pace unkind? 

To me thy tedious feeble pace 
Comes laden with the weight of years ; 

With sighs I view morn’s blushing face, 

And hail mild evening with my tears. 

—Life^ vol. i. pp. 334-336. 

3 Sir William Forbes crowned bis generous 
efforts for Scott’s relief by privately paying 
the whole of Abud’s demand (nearly £2000) 
out of his own pocket— ranking as an ordinary 
creditor for the amount; and talcing care at 
the same time that his old friend should be 
allowed to believe that the affair had merged 
quietly in the general measures of the trus- 
tees. In fact it was not until some time after 
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November 'Z.— Began to settle myself this morning, after the hurry 
of mind, and even of body, which I have lately undergone. Com- 
menced a review-— that is, an essay, on Ornamental Gardening for the 
Quarterly, But I stuck fast for want of books. As I did not wish 
to leave the mind leisure to recoil on itself, I immediately began the 
Second Series of the Chronicles of Canongate^ the First having been 
well approved. I went to make another visit, and fairly softened 
myself like an old fool, with recalling old stories till I was fit for 
nothing but shedding tears and repeating verses for the whole night. 
This is sad work. The very grave gives up its dead, and time rolls 
back thirty years to add to my perplexities. I don’t care. I begin 
to grow over-hardened, and, like a stag turning at bay, my naturally 
good temper grows fierce and dangerous. Yet what a romance to 
tell, and told I fear it will one day be. And then my three years of 
dreaming and my two years of wakening will be chronicled doubtless. 
But the dead will feel no pain. 

November 8. — Domum mansi^ lanamfeci. I may borrow the old 
sepulchral motto of the Roman matron. I stayed at home, and be- 
gan the third volume of Chronicles^ or rather the first volume of the 
Second Series.^ This I pursued with little intermission from morn- 
ing till night, yet only finished nine pages. Like the machinery of a 
steam-engine, the imagination does not work freely when first set 
upon a new task. 

November 9. — Finished my task after breakfast, at least before 
twelve. Then went to College to hear this most amusing good mat- 
ter of the Essay read.^ Imprimis occurs a dispute whether the mag- 
istrates, as patrons of the University, should march in procession be- 
fore the Royal visitors ; and it was proposed on our side that the 
Provost, who is undoubtedly the first man in his own city, should go 
in attendance on the Principal, with the Chairman of the Commission 
on the Principal’s right hand, and the whole Commission following, 
taking pas of the other Magistrates as well as of the Scnatus Acade- 
micus — or whether we had not better waive all question of prece- 
dence, and let the three bodies find their way separately as they best 
could. This last method was just adopted when we learned that the 
question was not in what order of procession we should reach the 
place of exhibition, but whether we were to get there at all, which 
was presently after reported as an impossibility. The lads of the 
College had so elfectually taken possession of the class-room where 
the essay was to be read, that, neither learning or law, neither Magis- 


Sir William’s death (in the following year) that 
Sir Walter learned what he had done. — Life. 
voL ix, p. 179. 

1 St. Valentineh Day or Fair Maid of Perth. 

2 A Royal Commission, of which Sir Walter 
was a member, had been appointed in 1826 to 
visit the Universities of Scotland. At the sug- 
gestion of Lord Aberdeen, a hundred guinea 


prize had been offered for the best essay on 
the national character of the Athenians. This 
prize, which excited great interest among the 
Edinburgh students, was won by John Brown 
Patterson, and ordered to be read before the 
Commissioners, and the other public bodie.s, 
with the result described by Sir Walter. It 
was read on the 17th November before a dis- 
tinguished audience. 
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trates nor Magisters, neither visitors nor visited, could make way to 
the scene of action. So we grandees were obliged to adjourn the 
sederunt till Saturday the I7th — and so ended the collie-shangie. 

November 10. — Wrote out my task and little more. At twelve 
o’clock I went to poor Lady J. S. to talk over old stories. I am not 
clear that it is right or healthful indulgence to be ripping up old sor- 
rows, but it seems to give her deep-seated sorrow words, and that is 
a mental blood-letting. To me these things are now matter of calm 
and solemn recollection, never to be forgotten, yet scarce to be re- 
membered with pain. 

We go out to Saint Catherine’s^ to-day. I am glad of it, for I 
would not have these recollections haunt me, and society will put 
them out of my head. 

November 11. — Sir William Rae read us prayers. Sauntered 
about the doors, and talked of old cavalry stories. Then drove to 
Melville, and saw the Lord and Lady, and family. I think I never 
saw anything more beautiful than the ridge of Came thy (Pentland) 
against a clear frosty sky, with its peaks and varied slopes. The hills 
glowed like purple amethysts, the sky glowed topaz and vermilion 
colours. I never saw a finer screen than Pentland, considering that 
it is neither rocky nor highly elevated. 

November 12. — I cannot say I lost a minute’s sleep on account of 
what the day might bring forth ; though it was that on which we 
must settle with Abud in his Jewish demand, or stand to the conse- 
quences. I breakfasted with an excellent appetite, laughed in real 
genuine easy fun, and went to Edinburgh, resolved to do what should 
best become me. When I came home I found Walter, poor fellow, 
who had come down on the spur, having heard from John Lockhart 
how things stand. Gibson having taken out a suspension makes us 
all safe for the present. So we dined merrily. He has good hopes 
of his Majesty, and I must support his interest as well as I can. 
Wrote letters to Lady Shelley, John L., and one or two chance cor- 
respondents. One was singular. A gentleman, writing himself James 
Macturk, tells me his friends have identified him with Captain Mac- 
turk of St, Ronan’s Well, and finding himself much inconvenienced 
by this identification, he proposes I should apply to the King to for- 
ward his restoration and advance in the service (he writes himself 
late Lieutenant 4th Dragoon Guards) as an atonement for having oc- 
casioned him (though unintentionally no doubt) so great an injury. 
This is one road to promotion, to be sure. Lieutenant Macturk is, I 
suppose, tolerably mad. 

We dined together, Anne, Walter, and I, and were happy at our 
reunion, when, as I was despatching my packet to London, 

In started to heeze up our howp^ 

1 Sir William Rae’s house, in Liberton par- 2 From the old song Andrew and his Cutty 
ish. near Edinburgh. Gun. 
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John Gibson, radiant with good-natured joy. He had another letter 
from Cadell, enclosing one from Robinson, in which the latter pledges 
himself to make the most explicit affidavit. 

On these two last days I have written only three pages, but not 
from inaptitude or incapacity to labour. It is odd enough — I think 
it difficult to place me in a situation of danger, or disagreeable cir- 
cumstances, purely personal, which would shake my powers of mind, 
yet they sink under mere lowness of spirits, as this Journal bears evi- 
dence in too many passages. 

Fovemher 13.— Wrote a little in the morning, but not above a 
page.' Went to the Court about one, returned, and made several 
visits with Anne and Walter. Cadell came, glorious with the success 
of his expedition, but a little allayed by the prospect of competition 
for the copyrights, on which he and I have our eyes as joint pur- 
chasers. We must have them if possible, for I can give new value 
to an edition corrected with notes. Fous verrons ! Captain Mus- 
grave, of the house of Edenhall, dined with us. After dinner, while 
we were over our whisky and water and cigars, enter the merry 
knight. Misses Kerr came to tea, and we had fun and singing in the 
evening. 

Fovemher 14. — A little work in the morning, but no gathering to 
my tackle. Went to Court, remained till nigh one. Then came 
through a pitiless shower ; dressed and went to the christening of a 
boy of John Richardson’s who was baptized Henry Cockburn. Read 
the Gazette of the great battle of Navarino, in which we have thumped 
the Turks very well. But as to the justice of our interference, I will 
only suppose some Turkish plenipotentiary, with an immense turban 
and long loose trousers, comes to dictate to us the mode in which we 
should deal with our refactory liegemen the Catholics of Ireland. 
AYe hesitate to admit his interference, on which the Moslem admiral 
runs into Cork Bay or Bantry Bay, alongside of a British squadon, 
and sends a boat to tow aside a fire-ship. A vessel fires on the boat 
and sinks her. Is there an aggression on the part of those who fired 
first, or of those whose manoeuvres occasioned the firing ? 

Dined at Henry Cockburn’s with the christening party. 

Fovemher 15. — Wrote a little in the morning. Detained in Court 
till two ; then returned home wet enough. Met with Chambers, and 
complimented him about his making a clever book of the 1745 for 
Constable’s Miscellany. It is really a lively work, and must have a 
good sale. Before dinner enter Cadell, and we anxiously renewed 
our plan for buying the copyrights on 19th December. It is most 
essential that the whole of the Waverley Novels should be kept under 
our management, as it is called. I may then give them a new impulse 
by a preface and notes ; and if an edition, of say 30 volumes, were to 
be published monthly to the tune of 5000, which may really be ex- 
pected if the shops were once cleared of the over-glut, it would bring 
in £10,000 clear profit, over all outlay, and so pay any sum of copy- 
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money that might be ventured. I must urge these things to G-ibson, 
for except these copyrights be saved our plans will go to nothing. 

Walter and Anne went to hear Madame Pasta sing after dinner. 
I remained at home ; wrote to Sir William Knighton, and sundry 
other letters of importance. 

N'ovember 16. — There was little to do in Court to-day, but one’s 
time is squandered, and his ideas broken strangely. At three we 
had a select meeting of the Gas Directors to consider what line we 
were to take in the disastrous affairs of the company. ' Agreed to go 
to Parliament a second time. James Gibson [Craig] and I to go up 
as our solicitors. So curiously does interest couple up individuals, 
though I am sure I have no objection whatever to Mr. James Gibson- 
Craig.' 

November 17. — Eeturned home in early time from the Court. 
Settled on the review of Ornamental Gardening for Lockhart, and 
wrote hard. Want several quotations, though — that is the bore of 
being totally without books. Anne and I dined quietly together, 
and I wrote after tea — an industrious day. 

November 18. — This has been also a day of exertion. I was in- 
terrupted for a moment by a visit from young Davidoff with a pres- 
ent of a steel snuff-box [Tula work], wrought and lined with gold, 
having my arms on the top, and on the sides various scenes from the 
environs and principal public buildings of St. Petersburg — 2 i>joli cadeau 
— and I take it very kind of my young friend. I had a letter from 
his uncle, Denis Davidoff, the black captain of the French retreat. 
The Eussians are certainly losing ground and men in Persia, and will 
not easily get out of the scrape of having engaged an active enemy in 
a difficult and unhealthy country. I am glad of it ; it is an over- 
grown power; and to have them kept quiet at least is well for the 
rest of Europe. I concluded the evening — after writing a double 
task — with the trial of Malcolm Gillespie, renowned as a most vent- 
urous excise officer, but now like to lose his life for forgery. A bold 
man in his vocation he seems to have been, but the law seems to 
have got round to the wrong side of him on the present occasion.- 

November 19. — Corrected the last proof of Tales of my Grandfa- 
ther. Eeceived Cadell at breakfast, and conversed fully on the sub- 
ject of the Chronicles and the application of the price of 2d series, 
say £4000, to the purchase of the moiety of the copyrights now in 
the market, and to be sold this day month. If I have the command 
of a new Edition and put it into an attractive shape, with notes, in- 
troductions, and illustrations that no one save I myself can give, I am 
confident it will bring home the whole purchase-money with some- 
thing over, and lead to the disposal of a series of the subsequent 
volumes of the following works, 


1 Sir Janies Gibson-Craig, one of the Whig 2 Gillespie was tried at Aberdeen before Lord 
leaders, and a prominent advocate of reform at Alloway on September 26, and sentenced to be 
the end of last century. executed on Friday, 16th November, 1827. 
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St. Ronan’s Well ^ vojs. 

Redgauntlet ^ “ 

Tales of Crusaders 

13 

make a series of 1 vols.! The two series of the Chronicles and oth- 
ers will be ready about the same time. 

Novemher 20.-— Wrought in the morning at the review, which I 
fear will be lengthy. Called on Hector as I came home from the 
Court, and found him better, and keeping a Highland heart. I came 
home like a crow through the mist, half dead with a rheumatic head- 
ache caused by the beastly north-east wind. 

What am I now when every breeze appals me ?” ^ I dozed for 
half-an-hour in my chair for pain and stupidity. I omitted to say yes- 
terday that I went out to Melville Castle to inquire after my Lord 
Melville, who had broke his collar-bone by a fall from his horse in 
mounting. He is recovering well, but much bruised. I came home 
with Lord Chief-Commissioner Adam. He told me a dictum of old 
Sir Gilbert Elliot, speaking of his uncles. “ No chance of opulence,” 
he said, “ is worth the risk of a competence.” It was not the thought 
of a great man, but perhaps that of a wise one. Wrought at my re- 
view, and despatched about half or better, I should hope. I incline 
to longer extracts in the next sheets. 

November 21. — Wrought at the review. At one o’clock I attend- 
ed the general meeting of the Union Scottish Assurance Company. 
There was a debate arose whether the ordinary acting directors should 
or should not have a small sum, amounting to about a crown a piece 
allotted to them each day of their regular attendance. The proposal 
was rejected by many, and upon grounds which sound very well, — 
such as the shabbiness of men being influenced by a trifling consider- 
ation like this, and the absurdity of the Company volunteering a 
bounty to one set of men, when there are others willing to act gratu- 
itously, and many gentlemen volunteered their own services ; though 
I cannot help suspecting that, as in the case of ultroneous offers of 
service upon most occasions, it was not likely to be acceptable. The 
motion miscarried, however — impoliticly rejected, as I think. The 
sound of five shillings sounds shabby, but the fact is that it docs in 
some sort reconcile the party to whom it is offered to leave his own 
house and business at an exact hour ; whereas, in the common case, 
one man comes too late — another does not come at all — the attend- 
ance is given by different individuals upon different days, so that no 
one acquires the due historical knowledge of the affairs of the Com- 
pany. Besides, the Directors, by taking even this trifling sum of 
money, render themselves the paid servants of the Company, and are 


I Slightly altered from Macbeth^ Act ii. Sc. % 
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bound to use a certain degree of diligence, much greater than if they 
continued to serve, as hitherto, gratuitously. The pay is like enlist- 
ing money which, whether great or small, subjects to engagements 
under the Articles of war. 

A china-merchant spoke, — a picture of an orator with handy legs, 
squinting eyes, and a voice like an ungreased cart-wheel — a liberty 
boy, I suppose. The meeting was somewhat stormy, but I preserved 
order by listening with patience to each in turn ; determined that 
they should weary out the patience of the meeting before I lost mine. 
An orator is like a top. Let him alone and he must stop one time or 
another-T-flog him, and he may go on for ever. 

Dined with Directors, of whom I only knew the Manager, Suther- 
land Mackenzie, Sir David Milne, and Wauchope, besides one or two 
old Oil Gas friends. It went oft well enough. 

November 22. — Wrought in the morning. Then made arrange- 
ments for a dinner to celebrate the Duke of Buccleuch coming of 
age — that which was to have been held at Melville Castle being post- 
poned, owing to Lord M.’s accident. Sent copy of Second Series of 
Chronicles ^ Cdnongate to Ballantyne. 

November 23. — I bilked the Court to-day, and worked at the re- 
view. I wish it may not be too long, yet know not how to shorten 
it. The post brought me a letter from the Duke of Buccleuch, ac- 
quainting me with his grandmother, the Duchess-Dowager’s death. ^ 
She was a woman of unbounded beneficence to, and even beyond, the 
extent of her princely fortune. She had a masculine courage, and 
great firmness in enduring aflBiiction, which pressed on her with con- 
tinued and successive blows in her later years. She was about eighty- 
four, and nature was exhausted ; so life departed like the extinction 
of a lamp for lack of oil. Our dinner on Monday is put off. I am 
not superstitious, but I wish this festival had not been twice delayed 
by such sinister accidents — first, the injury sustained by Lord Mel- 
ville, and then this event spreading crape like the shroud of Saladin 
over our little festival.^ God avert bad omens ! 

Dined with Archie Swinton. Company — Sir Alexander and Lady 
Keith, Mr. and Mrs. Anderson, Clanronald, etc. Clanronald told us, 
as an instance of Highland credulity, that a set of his kinsmen, Bor- 
radale and others, believing that the fabulous Water Cow inhabited 
a small lake near his house, resolved to drag the monster into 
day. With this view they bivouacked by the side of the lake, in 
which they placed, by way of night-bait, two small anchors, such 
as belong to boats, each baited with the carcase of a dog slain 
for the purpose. They expected the Water Cow would gorge on 
this bait, and were prepared to drag her ashore the next morn- 
ing, when, to their confusion of face, the baits were found un- 

1 Lady Elizabeth Montagu, daughter of been displayed as a standard “to admonish the 

George Duke of Montagu. East of the instability of human greatness. ” — 

2 Saladiu’s shroud, which was said to have Gibbon. 

21 
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touched. It is something too late in the day for setting baits for 
Water Cows.^ 

" November 24. — Wrote at review in the morning. I have made my 
revocation of the invitation for Monday. For myself it will give me 
time to work. I could not get home to-day till two o’clock, and was 
quite tired and stupid. So I did little but sleep or dose till dress- 
ing-time. Then went to Sir David Wedderburn’s, where I met three 
beauties of my own day, Margaret Brown, Maria Brown, and Jane 
Wedderburn, now Lady Wedderburn, Lady Hampden, and Mrs. Oli- 
phant. We met the pleasant Irish family of Meath. The resem- 
blance between the Earl of Meath and the Duke of Wellington is 
something remarkably striking— it is not only the profile, but the 
mode of bearing the person, and the person itself. Lady Theodora 
Brabazon, the Earl’s daughter, and a beautiful young lady, told me 
that in Paris her father was often taken for Lord Wellington. 

November 25. — This forenoon finished the review, and despatched 
it to Lockhart before dinner. Will Clerk, Tom Thomson, and young 
Frank Scott dined with me. We had a pleasant day. I have wrought 
pretty well to-day. But I must 

Bo a little more 
And produce a little ore. 

November 26. — Corrected proof-sheets of Chronicles and Tales, 
Advised Sheriff processes, and was busy. 

Dined with Robert Dundas of Arniston, Lord Register, etc. An 
agreeable evening. 

• November 27. — Corrected proofs in the morning, and attended 
the Court till one or two • o’clock, Mr. Hamilton being again ill. I 
visited Lady S. on my return. Came home too fagged to do any- 
thing to purpose. 

Anecdote from George Bell. In the days of Charles ii. or his 
brother, flourished an old Lady Elphinstone, so old that she reached 
the extraordinary period of 103. She was a keen Whig, so did 
not relish Graham of Clavers. At last, having a curiosity to sec so 
aged a person, he obtained or took permission to sec her, and asked 
her of the remarkable things she had seen. “ Indeed,” said she, “ I 
think one of the most remarkable is, that when I entered the world 
there was one Knox deaving us a’ with his clavers, and now that T 
am going out of it, there is one Clavers deaving us with his knocks.” 


1 The belief in the existence of the “Water 
Cow » is not even yet extinct in the Highlands. 
In Mr. J. H. Dixon’s book on Gairloch, 8vo, 
1886, it is said the monster lives or did live in 
Loch na Beiste I Some years ago the propri- 
etor, moved by the entreaties of the people, 
and on the positive testimony of two elders of 
the Free Church, that the creature was hiding 
in his loch, attempted its destruction by pump- 
ing and running off the water; this plan hav- 


ing failed owing to the smallness of the pumps, 
though it was persevered in for two y(^ars, ho 
next tried poisoning the water by eini)tying 
into the loch a quantity of quick lime 1 1 — What- 
ever harm was thus done to the trout none was 
experienced by the Beast^ which it is rumoured 
has been seen in tbo neighbourhood as late as 
1884 (p. 162). This transaction formed an ele- 
ment in a case before the Crofters’ Commis- 
sion at Aultbea in May, 1888. 



JOURNAL 


323 


1827.] 

November 28. — Corrected proofs and went to Court. Returned 
about one, and called on the Lord Chief-Baron. Dined with the 
Duchess of Bedford at the Waterloo, and renewed, as I may say, an 
old acquaintance, which began while her G-race was Lady Georgiana.^ 
She has now a fine family, two young ladies silent just now, but they 
will find their tongues, or they are not right Gordons, a very fine 
child, Alister, who shouted, sung, and spoke Gaelic with much spirit. 
They are from a shooting-place in the Highlands, called Invereshie, 
in Badenoch, which the Duke has taken to gratify the Duchess’s pas- 
sion for the heather. 

November 29. — My course of composition is stopped foolishly 
enough. I have sent four leaves to London with Lockhart’s review. 
I am very sorry for this blunder, and here is another. Forgetting I 
had been engaged for a long time to Lord Gillies — a first family vis- 
it too — the devil tempted me to accept of the otfice of President of 
the Antiquarian Society. And now they tell me people have come 
from the country to be present, and so forth, of which I may believe 
as much as I may. But I must positively take care of this absurd 
custom of confounding invitations. My conscience acquits me of 
doing so by malice prepense^ yet one incurs the suspicion. At any 
rate it is uncivil and must be amended. Dined at Lord C. Commis- 
sioner’s — to meet the Duchess and her party. She can be extremely 
agreeable, but I used to think her Grace journaliere. She may have 
been cured of that fault, or I may have turned less jealous of my dig- 
nity. At all events let a pleasant hour go by unquestioned, and do 
not let us break ordinary gems to pieces because they are not dia- 
monds. I forgot to say Edwin Landseer was in the Duchess’s train. 
He is, in my mind, one of the most striking masters of the modern 
school. His expression both in man and animals is capital. He 
showed us many sketches of smugglers, etc., taken in the Highlands, 
all capital. 

“ Some gaed there, and some gaed here, 

And a’ the town was in a steer, 

And Johnnie on his brocket mear, 

He raid to fetch the how die.” 


November 30. — Another idle morning, with letters, however. Had 
the great pleasure of a letter from Lord Dudley^ acquainting me that 
he had received his Majesty’s commands to put down the name of ray 
son Charles for the first vacancy that should occur in the Foreign Of- 
fice, and at the same time to acquaint me with his gracious intentions, 
which were signified in language the most gratifying to me. This 
makes me really feel light and happy, and most grateful to the kind 
and gracious sovereign who has always shown, I may say, so much 

1 Daughter of Alexander, fourth Duke of the Foreign Department, was an early friend 

Gordon. of Scott’s. He had been partly educated in 

2 Lord Dudley, then Secretary of State for Edinburgh, under Dugald Stewart's care. 
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friendship towards me. Would to G-od the Kiiufs errand might lie 
in the cadger's gait, that I might have some better way of showing 
my gratitude than merely by a letter of thanks or tliis private mem- 
orandum of my gratitude. The lad is a good boy and clever, some- 
what indolent I fear, yet with the capacity of exertion. Presuming 
his head is full enough of Greek and Latin, he has now living lan- 
guages to study; so I will set him to work on French, Italian, and 
German, that, like the classic Cerberus, he may speak a leash of lan- 
guages at once. Dined with Gillies, very pleasant ; Lord Chief-Com- 
missioner, Will Clerk, Cranstoun, and other old friends. I saw in the 
evening the celebrated Miss Grahamc Stirling, so remarkable for her 
power of personifying a Scottish old lady. Unluckily she came late, 
and I left early in the evening, so I could not find out wherein her 
craft lay. She looked like a sensible woman. I had a conference 
with my trustees about the purchase (in company with Cadell) of the 
copyrights of the novels to be exposed to sale on the 19th December, 
and had the good luck to persuade them fully of the propriety of the 
project. I alone can, by notes and the like, give these works a new 
value, and in fact make a new edition. The price is to be made good 
from the Second Series Chronicles of Canongate, sold to Cadell for 
£4000 ; and it may very well happen that we shall have little to pay, 
as part of the copyrights will probably be declared mine by the ar- 
biter, and these I shall have without money and without price. Ca- 
dell is most anxious on the subject. He thinks that two years hence 
£10,000 may be made of a new edition. 



DECEMBER 


December 1. — This morning again I was idle. But I must work, 
and so I will to-morrow whether the missing sheets arrive, ay or no, 
by goles ! After Court I went with Lord Wriothesley Russell,* to 
Dalkeith House, to see the pictures ; Charles K. Sharpe alongst with 
us. We satisfied ourselves that they have actually frames, and that, 
I think, was all we could be sure of. Lord Wriothesley, who is a 
very pleasant young man, well-informed, and with some turn for hu- 
mour, dined with us, and Mr. DavidoJS met him. The Misses Kerr 
also dined and spent the evening with us in that sort of society which 
I like best. Charles Sharpe came in and we laughed over oysters 
and sherry, 

“And a fig for your Sultan and Sophi.” 

December 2. — Laboured to make lee-way, and finished nearly seven 
pages to eke on to the end of the missing sheets when returned. I 
have yoked Charles to Monsieur Surenne, an old soldier in Napoleon’s 
Italian army, and I think a clever little fellow, with good general 
ideas of etymology. Signor Bugnie is a good Italian teacher; and 
for a German, why, I must look about. It is not the least useful lan- 
guage of the leash. 

December 3. — A day of petty business, which killed a holiday. 
Finished my tale of the Mirror;^ went with Tom Allen to see his 
building at Lauriston, where he has displayed good taste — support- 
ing instead of tearing down or destroying the old chateau, which once 
belonged to the famous Mississippi Law. The additions are in very 
good taste, and will make a most comfortable house. Mr. Burn, archi- 
tect, would fain have had the old house pulled down, which I wonder 
at in liim,^ though it would have been the practice of most of his 
brethren. When I came up to town I was just in time for the Ban- 
natyne Clab, where things are going on reasonably well. I hope we 
may get out some good historical documents in the course of the 


1 The Duchess of Bedford’s eldest son, 

2 My Aunt Margaret’s Mirror. 

3 Sir Walter need have expressed no sur- 
prise at this architect’s desire to pull down the 
old house of Lauriston ! The present genera- 
tion can judge of Mr. Burn’s appreciation of 
ancient Architecture by looking at the outside 
of St. Giles, Edinburgh. — It was given over to 
his tender mercies in 1829, a picturesque old 


building, and it left his hands in 1834 a bit of 
solid well-jointed mason-work with all Andrew 
Fairservice’s “ whigmaleeries, curliewiirlies, 
and open steek hems” most thoroughly re- 
moved!— i2o6 Roy., vol. viii. pp. 29-30. Fort- 
unately the tower and crown were untouched, 
and the interior, which was injured in a less 
degree, has, through the liberality and good 
taste of the late William Chambers, been re- 
stored to its original stateliness. 
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winter. Dined at the Royal Society Club. At the society had some 
essays upon the specific weight of the ore of manganese, which was 
caviare to the President, and I think most of the members. But it 
seemed extremely accurate, and I have little doubt was intelligible to 
those who had the requisite key. We supped at Mr. Russell’s, where 
the conversation was as gay as usual. Lieut-Col. Ferguson was my 
guest at the dinner. 

Lecemher 4:, — Had the agreeable intelligence that Lord Newton 
had finally issued his decree in my favour, for all the money in the 
bank, amounting to £32,000. This will make a dividend of six shil- 
lings in the pound, which is presently to be paid. A meeting of the 
creditors was held to-day, at which they gave unanimous approba- 
tion of all that has been done, and seemed struck by the exertions 
which had produced £22,000 within so short a space. . They all sep- 
arated well pleased. So far so good. Heaven grant the talisman 
break not ! I sent copy to Ballantyne this morning, having got back 
the missing sheets from John Lockhart last night. I feel a little puz- 
zled about the character and style of the next tale. The world has 
had so much of chivalry. Well, I will dine merrily, and thank God, 
and bid care rest till to-morrow. How suddenly things are overcast, 
and how suddenly the sun can break out again ! On the 31st Octo- 
ber I was dreaming as little of such a thing as at present, when be- 
hold there came tidings which threatened a total interruption of the 
amicable settlement of my affairs, and menaced my own personal lib- 
erty. In less than a month we are enabled to turn chase on my per- 
secutors, who seem in a fair way of losing their recourse upon us. 
N'on nohiSj Domine. 

December 5. — I did a good deal in the way of preparing my new 
tale, and resolved to make something out of the story of Harry Wynd. 
The North Inch of Perth would be no bad name, and it may be pos- 
sible to make a difference betwixt the old Highlander and him of 
modern date. The fellow that swam the Tay, and escaped, would be 
a good ludicrous character. But I have a mind to try him in the se- 
rious line of tragedy. Miss Baillie has made the Ethling^ a coward 
by temperament, and a hero when touched by filial affection. Sup- 
pose a man’s nerves supported by feelings of honour, or vsay by the 
spur of jealousy supporting him against constitutional timidity to a 
certain point, then suddenly giving way, — I think something tragic 
might be produced. James Ballantyne’s criticism is too much moulded 
upon the general taste of novels to admit, I fear, this species of rea- 
soning. But what can one do ? I am hard up as far as imagination 
is concerned, yet the world calls for novelty. Well, I’ll try iny l.)rave 
coward or cowardly brave man. Valeat quantum. Being a Teind 
day, remained at home, adjusting my ideas on this point until one 
o’clock, then walked as far as Mr. Cadell’s. Finally, went to dine at 


1 See Ethwald, on th& Passions, vol. ii. Lond. 1802. 
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Hawkhill with Lord and Lady Binning. Party were Lord Chief -Com- 
missioner, Lord Chief-Baron, Solicitor, John Wilson, Lord Corehouse. 
The night was so dark and stormy that I was glad when we got upon 
the paved streets. 

December 6. — Corrected proofs and went to Court. Bad news of 
Ahab’s case. I hope he won’t heat us after all. It would be morti- 
fying to have them paid in full, as they must be while better men 
must lie by. B;pefo meliora, 

I think that copy of Beard’s Judgments is the first book which I 
have voluntarily purchased for nearly two years. So I am cured of 
one folly at least. ^ 

December 7. — Being a blank day in the rolls, I stayed at home and 
wrote four leaves — not very freely or happily; I was not in the vein. 
Plague on it ! Stayed at home the whole day. There is one thing” I 
believe peculiar to me — I work, that is, meditate for the purpose of 
working, best, when I have a quasi engagement with some other book 
for example. When I find myself doing ill, or like to come to a 
stand-still in writing, I take up some slight book, a novel or the like, 
and usually have not read far ere my difiiculties are removed, and I 
am ready to write again. There must be two currents of ideas going 
on in my mind at the same time,^ or perhaps the slighter occupation 
serves like a woman’s wheel or stocking to ballast the mind, as it 
were, by preventing the thoughts from wandering, and so give the 
deeper current the power to flow undisturbed. I always laugh when 
I hear people say. Do one thing at once. I have done a dozen things 
at once all my life. Dined with the family. After dinner Lockhart’s 
proofs came in and occupied me for the evening. I wish I have not 
made that article too long, and Lockhart will not snip away. 

December 8. — Went to Court and stayed there a good while. 
Made some consultations in the Advocates’ Library, not furiously to 
the purpose. 

Court in the morning. Sent ofi Lockhart’s proof, which I hope 
will do him some good. A precatory letter from Gillies. I must do 
Moli^re for him, I suppose ; but it is wonderful that knowing the sit- 
uation I am in, the poor fellow presses so hard. Sure, I am pulling 
for life, and it is hard to ask me to pull another man’s oar as well as 
my own. Yet, if I can give a little help, 

“We’ll get a blessing wi’ the lave, 

And never miss ’t.” ® 

Went to John Murray’s, where were Sir John Dalrymple and Lady, 
Sir John Cayley, Mr. Hope Yere, and Lady Elizabeth Vere, a sister 
of the Marquis of Tweeddale, and a pleasant sensible woman. Some 

1 Alluding to an entry in the Journal^ that 2 See note to Hay 30, 1827, p. 2G1. 
he had expended 30s. in the purchase of the 

Theatre of God’s JudgmenU 1612, a book which ^ Burns’s lines To a Mouse. 

is still in the Abbotsford Library. 
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turn for antiquity too she shows— and spoke a good deal of the pict- 
ures at Yester. Henderland was there too. Mrs. John Murray made 
some very agreeable music. 

Decemher 9. — I set hard to work, and had a long day with my new 
tale. I did about twelve leaves. Cadell came in, and we talked upon 
the great project of buying in the copyrights. He is disposed to 
finesse a little about it, but I do not think it will do much good ; all 
the fine arguments will fly off and people just hid or not hid as the 
report of the trade may represent the speculation as a good or had 
one. I daresay they will reach £7000; but £8000 won’t stop us, 
and that for books over-printed so lately and to such an extent is a 
pro-di-gi-ous price 1 

Decemher 10. — I corrected proofs and forwarded copy. Wont out 
for an hour to Lady J. S. Home and dozed a little, half stupefied 
with a cold in my head — ^made up this Journal, however. Settled I 
would go to Abbotsford on the 24th from Arniston. Before that time 
I trust the business of the copyrights will he finally settled. If they 
can be had on anything like fair terms, they will give the greatest 
chance 1 can see of extricating my affairs. Cadell seems to he quite 
confident in the advantage of making the purchase upon almost any 
terms, and truly I am of his opinion. If they get out of Scotland it 
will not be all I can do that will enable me to write myself a free man 
during the space I have to remain in this world. 

I smoked a couple of cigars for the first time since I came from 
the country; and as Anne and Charles went to the play, 1 muddled 
away the evening over my Sheriff-Court processes, and despatched a 
hugeous parcel to Will Scott at Selkirk. It is always something off 
hand. 

Decemher 11. — Wrote a little, and seemed to myself to get on. I 
went also to Court. On return, had a formal communic.ation from 
Ballantyne, enclosing a letter from Cadell of an unpleasant tenor. It 
seems Mr. Cadell is dissatisfied with the moderate success of the First 
Series of Chronicles and disapproves of about half the volume al- 
ready written of the Second Series, obviously rueing liis engagement. 
I have replied that I was not fool enough to suppose that my favour 
with the public could last for ever, and was neither sluxtked nor 
alarmed to find that it had ceased now, as cease it must one day soon ; 
it might be inconvenient for me in some respects, but 1 would be (juito 
contented to resign the bargain rather tlian that more loss should be 
incurred. I saw, I told them, no other receipt than lying lea for a lit- 
tle, while taking a fallow-break to relieve my imagination, which may 
be esteemed nearly cropped out. I can make shift for myself amid 
this failure of prospects; but I think botli Cadell and J. B. will be 

1 Ante, p. 313. The book had only been pub- Aunt MargareVs Mirror and the LainVs Jock 
lished two months, “The Second Series,” appeared in the Keepsake of IS'iK, and W(!re 
when published in the following year, con- afterwards included in vol. xli, of the Mamum 
tamed St Valentine'^s Eve, or the Fair Maid Opus, 
of Perth', the two stories objected to, viz. : My 


1827.] 


JOURNAL 


329 


probable sufferers. However, they are very right to speah their mind, 
and may be esteemed tolerably good representatives of the popular 
taste. So I really think their censure may be a good reason for lay- 
ing aside this work, though I may preserve some part of it till an- 
other day. 

December 12. — Reconsidered the probable downfall of my literary 
reputation. I am so constitutionally indifferent to the censure or 
praise of the world, that never having abandoned myself to the feel- 
ings of self-conceit which my great success was calculated to inspire, 
I can look -with the most unshaken firmness upon the event as far as 
my own feelings are concerned. If there be any great advantage in 
literary reputation, I have had it, and I certainly do not care for 
losing it. 

They cannot say but what I had the crown. It is unhappily in- 
convenient for my affairs to lay by my [work] just now, and that is 
the only reason why I do not give up literary labour ; but, at least, I 
will not push the losing game of novel-writing. I will take back the 
sheets now objected to, but it cannot be expected that I am to write 
upon return. I cannot but think that a little thought will open some 
plan of composition which may promise novelty at the least. I sup- 
pose I shall hear from or see these gentlemen to-day ; if not, I must 
send for them to-morrow. How will this affect the plan of going 
shares with Cadell in the novels of earlier and happier date ? Very 
much, I doubt, seeing I cannot lay down the cash. But surely the 
trustees may find some mode of providing this, or else with cash to 
secure these copyrights. At any rate, I will gain a little time for 
thought and discussion. 

Went to Court. At returning settled with Chief-Commissioner 
that I should receive him on 26th December at Abbotsford. 

After all, may there not be, in this failure to please, some reliques 
of the very unfavourable matters in which I have been engaged of 
late, — the threat of imprisonment, the resolution to become insolvent? 
I cannot feel that there is. What I suffer by is the difficulty of not 
setting my foot upon such ground as I have trod before, and thus in- 
stead of attaining novelty I lose spirit and nature. On the other hand, 
who would thank me for “repented sheets”? Here is a good joke 
enough, lost to all who have not known the Clerk’s table before the 
Jurisdiction Act. 

My two learned Thebans are arrived, and departed after a long 
consultation. They deprecated a fallow-break as ruin. I set before 
them my own sense of tlie difficulties and risks in which I must be 
involved by perseverance, and showed them I could occupy my own 
time as well for six months or a twelvemonth, and let the public 
gather an appetite. They replied (and therein was some risk) that 
the expectation would in that case be so much augmented that it 
would be impossible for any mortal to gratify it. To this is to be 
added what they did not touch upon — the risk of being thrust aside 
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altogether, which is the case with the horses that neglect keeping 
the lead when once they have got it. Finally, we resolved the pres- 
ent work should go on, leaving out some parts of the Introduction 
which they object to. They are good specimens of the public taste 
in general ; and it is far best to indulge and yield to them, unless I 
was very, very certain that I was right and they wrong. Besides, I 
am not afraid of their being hypercritical in the circumstances, being 
both sensible men, and not inclined to sacrifice chance of solid profit 
to the vagaries of critical taste. So the word is as you were.” 

December 13. — A letter from Lockhart announcing that Murray 
of Albemarle Street would willingly give me my own terms for a 
volume on the subject of planting and landscape gardening. This 
will amuse me very much indeed. Another proposal invites me, on 
the part of Colburn, to take charge of the Garrick papers. The 
papers are to be edited by Colman, and then it is proposed to me to 
write a life of Garrick in quarto.^ Lockhart refused a thousand 
pounds which were offered, and carte blanche was then sent. But I 
will not budge. My book and Colman’s would run each other down. 
It is an attempt to get more from the public out of the subject than 
they will endure. Besides, my name would be only useful in the 
way of puff, for I really know nothing of the subject. So I will re- 
fuse ; that ’s flat. 

Having turned over my thoughts with some anxiety about the 
important subject of yesterday, I think we have done for the best. 
If I can rally this time, as I did in the Crusaders, why, there is the 
old trade open yet. If not, retirement will come gracefully after my 
failure. I must get the return of the sales of the three or four last 
novels, so as to judge what style of composition has best answered. 
Add to this, giving up just now loses £4000 to the trustees, which 
they would not understand, whatever may be my nice authorial feel- 
ings. And moreover, it ensures the purchase of the copyrights — i.e, 
almost ensures them. 

December 14. — Summoned to pay arrears of our unhappy Oil Gas 
concern — £l40 — which I performed by draft on Mr. Cadeli. This 
will pinch a little close, but it is a debt of honour, and must be paid. 
The public will never bear a public man who sliuns either to draw 
his purse or his sword, when there is an open and honest demand on 
him. 

December 15. — ^Worked in the morning on the sheets which are 
to be cancelled, and on the Tale of St, Valentine’s Eve — a good title, 
by the way. Had the usual quantum sufficit of the Court, which, if 
it did not dissipate one’s attention so much, is rather an amusement 
than otherwise. But the plague is to fix one’s attention to the stick- 
ing point, after it has been squandered about for two or three hours 

1 The Garrick papers were published under 4to, London, 1831-32. [Edited by James Boa- 
tne title Private Correspondence of David Gar- den.] 
ricky illustrated with notes and Memoir. 2 vols. 
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in such a way. It keeps one, however, in the course and stream of 
actual life, which is a great advantage to a literary man. 

I missed an appointment, for which I am very sorry. It was 
about our Advocates’ Library, which is to be rebuilt. During all my 
life we have mismanaged the large funds expended on the rooms of 
our library, "totally mistaking the objects for which a library is built ; 
and instead of taking a general and steady view of the subject, patch- 
ing up disconnected and ill-sized rooms, totally unequal to answer 
the accommodation demanded, and bestowing an absurd degree of 
ornament and finery upon the internal finishing. All this should be 
reversed ; the new library should be calculated upon a plan which 
ought to suffice for all the nineteenth century at least, and for that 
purpose should admit of being executed progressively ; then there 
should be no ornament other than that of strict architectural pro- 
portion, and the rooms should be accessible one through another, 
but divided with so many partitions, as to give ample room for 
shelves. These small rooms would also facilitate the purposes of 
study. Something of a lounging room would not be amiss, which 
might serve for meetings of Faculty occasionally. I ought to take 
some interest in all this, and I do. So 1 will attend the next meet- 
ing of committee. Dined at Baron Hume’s, and met General Camp- 
bell of Lochnell, and his lady. 

December 16. — Worked hard to-day and only took a half hour’s 
walk with Hector Macdonald ! Colin Mackenzie unwell ; his asthma 
seems rather to increase, notwithstanding his foreign trip ! Alas ! 
long-seated complaints defy Italian climate. We had a small party 
to dinner. Captain and Mrs. Hamilton, Davidoff, Frank Scott, Har- 
den, and his chum Charles Baillie, second son of Mellerstain, who 
seems a clever young man.’ Two or three of the party stayed to 
take wine and water. 

December 17. — Sent ofi the beginning of the Chronicles to Ballan- 
tyne. I hate cancels ; they are a double labour. 

Mr. Cowan, Trustee for Constable’s creditors, called in the morn- 
ing by appointment, and we talked about the upset price of the 
copyrights of Waverley, etc. I frankly told liim that I was so much 
concerned that they should remain more or less under my control, 
that I was willing, with the advice of my trustees, to oiler a larger 
upset than that of £4750, which had been fixed, and that I proposed 
the price set up should be £250 for the poetry, Paul’s letters, etc., 
and £5250 for the novels, in all £5500; but that I made this pro- 
posal under the condition, that in case no bidding should ensue, then 
the copyrights should be mine so soon as the sale was adjourned, 
without any one being permitted to bid after the sale. It is to be 
hoped this high price will 

Fright the fuds 
Of the pock-puds.” 

1 Afterwards Judge in the Court of Session under the title of'I.ord Jerviswuude. 
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This speculation may be for good or for evil, but it tends incalcu- 
lably to increase the value of such copyrights as remain in my own 
person ; and, if a handsome and cheap edition of the whole, with 
notes, can he instituted in conformity with CadelFs plan, it must 
prove a mine of wealth, three-fourths of which will belong to me or 
my creditors. It is possible, no doubt, that the works may lose their 
effect on the public mind ; but this must be risked, and I think the 
chances are greatly in our favour. Death (my own I mean) would 
improve the property, since an edition with a Life would sell like 
wildfire. Perhaps those who read this prophecy may shake their 
heads and say, “Poor fellow, he little thought how he should see the 
public interest in him and his extinguished even during his natural 
existence.” It may be so, but I will hope better. This I know, 
that no literary speculation ever succeeded with me but where my 
own works were concerned ; and that, on the other hand, these have 
rarely failed. And so — Vogue la galere I 

Dined with the Lord Chief-Commissioner, and met Lord and Lady 
Binning, Lord and Lady Abercromby, Sir Eobert O’ Callaghan, etc. 
These dinners put off time well enough, and I write so painfully by 
candle-light that they do not greatly interfere with business. 

December 18. — Poor liuntly G-ordon writes mo in despair about 
£180 of debt which he has incurred. lie wishes to publish two 
sermons which I wrote for him when he was taking orders ; but he 
would get little money for them without my name, and that is at 
present out of the question. People would cry out against the unde- 
sired and unwelcome zeal of him who stretched out his hands to help 
the ark with the best intentions, and cry sacrilege. And yet they 
would do me gross injustice, for I would, if called upon, die a mar- 
tyr for the Christian religion, so completely is (in my poor opinion) 
its divine origin proved by its beneficial effects on the state of society. 
Were we but to name the abolition of slavery and of polygamy, how 
much has in these two words been granted to mankind by the lessons 
of our Saviour ! ^ 

December 19. — Wrought upon an introduction to the noti(‘-es which 
have been recovered of George Bannatyne,^ author, or rather tran- 
scriber, of the famous Eepository of Scottish Poetry, generally known 
by the Bannatyne ms. They are veryy>/im<? these saim^ notices — a 
mere record of matters of business, putting fortli and c.alling in of 


1 A few clays later, however, the following 
reply was sent:— “Dear Gordon,— As I have 
no money to spare at present, I lind it neces- 
sary to make a sacrifice of my own scruples to 
relieve you from serious difilculties. The en- 
closed will entitle you to deal with any respeset- 
able bookseller. You must tell the history in 
your own way as shortly as possible. All that 
is necessary to say is that the discourses wore 
written to oblige a young friend. It is under 
stood my name is not to be put in the title- 
page, or blazed at full length in the preface. 
You may trust that to the newspapers. 


“ Pray do not think of niturning any thanks 
about this; it ismioiigh that I know it is likely 
to servo your purposes Hut use the funds aris- 
ing from this unexpiuded source with pru- 
dence, for such fountains do not spring up at 
ev<!ry place of the dccsert. I am, in hastcj, ever 
yours most truly, Walter Scott.” — Life., vol. ix. 
p. 205. 


2 Issued in lH2fi as No. fill of the Rannatyno 
f'lul) Ik)olc.s. Memorials of (L‘<ir(fe lUDinatj/ne, 
15-15 ICjOH, with Memoir by Sir Walter Scott. 
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sums of money, and sucli like. Yet it is a satisfaction to learn that 
this great benefactor to the literature of Scotland lived a prosperous 
life, and enjoyed the pleasures of domestic society, and, in a time pe- 
culiarly perilous, lived unmolested and died in quiet. 

At, eleven o’clock I had an appointment with a person unknown. 
A youth had written me, demanding an audience. I excused myself 
by alleging the want of leisure, and my dislike to communicate with a 
person perfectly unknown on unknown business. The application was 
renewed, and with an ardour which left me no alternative, so I named 
eleven this day. I am too much accustomed to the usual cant of the 
followers of the muses who endeavour by flattery to make their bad 
stale butter make amends for their stinking fish. I am pretty well 
acquainted with that sort of thing. I have had madmen on my hands 
too, and once nearly was Kotzebued by a lad of the name of Sharpe. 
All this gave me some curiosity, but it was lost in attending to the 
task I was engaged in ; when the door opened and in walked a young 
woman of middling rank and rather good address, hut something re- 
sembling our secretary David Laing, if dressed in female habiliments. 
There was the awkwardness of a moment in endeavouring to make 
me understand that she was the visitor to whom I had given the as- 
signation. Then there were a few tears and sighs. “ I fear, Madam, 
this relates to some tale of great distress.” “ By no means, sir and 
her countenance cleared up. Still there was a pause; at last she asked 
if it were possible for her to see the king. I apprehended then that 
she was a little mad, and proceeded to assure her that the king’s sec- 
retary received all such applications as were made to his Majesty, and 
disposed of them. Then came the mystery. She wished to relieve 
herself from a state of bondage, and to be rendered capable of main- 
taining herself by acquiring knowledge. I inquired what were her 
immediate circumstances, and found she resided with an uncle and 
aunt. Not thinking the case without hope, I preached the old doc- 
trine of patience and resignation, I suppose with the usual effect. 

Went to the Bannatyne Club; and on the way met Cadell out of 
breath, coming to say he had bought the copyrights after a smart 
contention. Of this to-morrow. There was little to do at the club. 

Afterwards dined with Lord and Lady Abercromby, where I met 
my old and kind friend. Major Buchanan of Oambusmore. His fa- 
ther was one of those from whom I gained much information about 
the old Highlanders, and at whose house I spent many merry days in 

my youth.’ The last time I saw old Carabusmore was in . He 

sat up an hour later on the occasion, though then eighty-five. I shall 
never forget him, and was delighted to see the Major, who comes sel- 
dom to town. 


1 It was thus that the scenery of Loch Ka- of the Lake was a labour of love, and no less so 
trine came to bo so associated with the recollec- to recall the manners and incidents introduced, 
tion of many a dear friend and merry expedi- — Life^ vol. i. p. 296. 
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December 20.— Ament the copyrights— the poch-puds were not 
frightened by our high price. They came on briskly, four or five 
bidders abreast, and went on till the lot was knocked down to Cadell 
at £8400 ; a very large sum certainly, yet he has been offered profit 
on it already. For my part I think the loss would have been very 
great had we suffered these copyrights to go from those which we 
possessed. They would have been instantly stereotyped and forced 
on the market to bring home the price, and by this means depreciated 
for ever, and all ours must have shared the same fate. Whereas, hus- 
banded and brought out with care, they cannot fail to draw in the 
others in the same series, and thus to be a sure and respectable source 
of profit. Considered in this point of view, even if they were worth 
only the £8400 to others, they were £10,000 to us. The largeness 
of the price arising from the activity of the contest only serves to 
show the value of the property.^ Had at the same time the agree- 
able intelligence that the octavo sets, which were bought by Hurst 
and Company at a depreciated rate, are now rising in the market, and 
that instead of 1500 sold, they have sold upwards of 2000 copies. 
This mass will therefore in all probability be worn away in a few 
months and then our operations may commence. On the whole, 
I am greatly pleased with the acquisition. If this first series be 
worth £8400, the remaining books must be worth £10,000, and then 
there is ]Sfa;poleon^ which is gliding away daily, for which I would not 
take the same sum, which would come to £24,200 in all for copy- 
rights ; besides £20,000 payable by insurance.* Add the value of 
my books and furniture, plate, etc., there would be £50,000. So this 
may be considered my present progress. There will still remain up- 
wards of £35,000. 

“ Heaven’s arm strike with us — ’tis a fearful odds.” ^ 

Yet with health and continued popularity there are chances in my fa- 
vour. . 

Dine at James Ballantyne’s, and happy man is he at the result of 
the sale ; indeed it must have been the making or marring of him. 
Sir Henry Steuart there, who “ fooled me to the top of my bent.” 

December 21. — Avery sweet pretty-looking young lady, the Prima 
Donna of the Italian Opera, now performing here, by name Miss Ay- 
ton,^ came to breakfast this morning, with her father, (a bore, after 
the manner of all fathers, mothers, aunts, and other chaperons of pret- 
ty actresses) ! Miss Ayton talks very prettily, and, I dare say, sings 
beautifully, though too much in the Italian manner, I fear, to be a 
great favourite of mine. But I did not hear her, being called away 
by the Clerk’s coach. I am like Jeremy in Love for Love ^ — have a 


1 See note, Jan. 8, 1828, p. 344 
* On his own life. 

5 See Henry F., Act iv. Sc. 3. 


^ The Edinburgh play-bills of the day inti- 
mate the “Second appearance of Miss Fanny 
Ayton, Prima Donna of the King’s Theatre.” • 

5 By Congreve— Act n. Sc. 7. 
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reasonable good ear for a jig, but your solos and sonatas give me the 
spleen. 

Called at Cadell’s, who is still enamoured of his bargain, and 
with good reason, as the London booksellers were offering him £1000 
or £2000 to give it up to them. He also ascertained that all the cop- 
ies with which Hurst and Robinson loaded the market would be off 
in a half year. Make us thankful ! the weather is clearing to wind- 
ward. Cadell is cautious, steady, and hears good counsel; and 
Gibson quite inclined, were I too confident, to keep a good look-out 
ahead. 

December 22. — Public affairs look awkward. The present Minis- 
try are neither Whig nor Tory, and, divested of the support of either 
of the great parties of the State, stand supported by the will of the 
sovereign alone. This is not constitutional, and though it may be a 
temporary augmentation of the sovereign’s personal influence, yet it 
cannot but prove hurtful to the Crown upon the whole, by tending 
to throw that responsibility on the Sovereign of which the law has de- 
prived him. I pray to God I may be wrong, but an attempt to govern 
par bascule — by trimming betwixt the opposite parties — is equally 
unsafe for the crown and detrimental to the country, and cannot do 
for a long time. The fact seems to be that Lord Goderich, a well- 
meaning and timid man, finds himself on a precipice — that his head 
is grown dizzy and he endeavours to cling to the person next him. 
This person is Lord Lansdowne, who he hopes may support him in 
the House of Lords against Lord Grey, so he proposes to bring Lord 
Lansdowne into the Cabinet. Lord G. resigns, and his resignation is 
accepted. Lord Harrowby is then asked to place himself at the head 
of a new Administration, — declines. The tried abilities of Marquis 
Wellesley are next applied to ; it seems he also declines, and then 
Lord Goderich comes back, his point about Lord Lansdowne having 
failed, and his threatened resignation goes for nothing. This must 
lower the Premier in the eyes of every one. It is plain the K. wull 
not accept the Whigs ; it is equally plain that he has not made a 
move towards the Tories, and that with a neutral administration this 
country, hard ruled at any time, can be long governed, I, for one, 
cannot believe. God send the good King, to whom I owe so much, 
as safe and honourable extrication as the circumstances render pos- 
sible.* 

After Court Anne set out for Abbotsford with the Miss Kerrs. 
I came off at three o’clock to Arniston, where I found Lord Register 
and lady, R. Dundas and lady, Robt. Adam Dundas, Durham of Cal- 
derwood and lady, old and young friends. Charles came with me. 

December 23. — W^ent to church to Borthwick with the family, and 
heard a well-composed, well-delivered, sensible discourse from Mr. 

1 The dissolution of the Goderich Cabinet from the Premiership of the Duke ot Welling- 
confirmcd very soon these shrewd guesses; ton.— vol, ix. p, 186. 
and Sir Walter anticipated nothing but good 
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Wright/ the clergyman— a different sort of person, I wot, from my 
old half-mad, half-drunken, little hump-back acquaintance Clunic,^ 
renowned for singing The Auld Man’s Mear’s dead,” and from the 
circumstance of his being once interrupted in his minstrelsy by the 
information that his own horse had died in the stable. 

After sermon we looked at the old castle, which made me an old 
man. The castle was not a bit older for the twenty-five years which 
had passed away, but the ruins of the visitor were very apparent ; to 
climb up round staircases, to creep through vaults and into dungeons, 
were not the easy labours but the positive sports of my younger 
years ; but that time is gone by, and I thought it convenient to at- 
tempt no more than the access to the large and beautiful hall in 
which, as it is somewhere described, an armed horseman might bran- 
dish his lance. The feeling of growing and increasing inability is 
painful to one like me, who boasted, in spite of my infirmity, great 
boldness and dexterity in such feats ; the boldness remains, but hand 
and foot, grip and accuracy of step, have altogether failed me; the 
spirit is willing but the flesh is weak, and so I must retreat into the 
invalided corps and tell them of my former exploits, which may very 
likely pass for lies. We drove to Dalhousie Castle, where the gal- 
lant Earl, who had done so much to distinguish the British name in 
all and every quarter of the globe, is repairing the castle of his an- 
cestors, which of yore stood a siege against John of Gaunt. I was 
Lord Dalhousie’s companion at school, where he was as much beloved 
by his companions as he has been ever respected by his companions- 
in-arms, and the people over whom he has been deputed to exercise 
the authority of his sovereign, lie was always steady, wise, and 
generous. The old Castle of Dalhousie — Dalwohcy — was man- 
gled by a fellow called, I believe, Douglas, who destroyed, as far as 
in him lay, its military and baronial character, and roofed it after the 
fashion of a poor-house. The architect. Burn, is now restoring and 
repairing in the old taste, and I think creditably to his own feeling. 
God bless the roof -tree ! 

We returned home through the Temple banks by the side of tlic 
South Esk, where I had the pleasure to see that Jlobert Dundas is 
laying out his woods with taste, and managing them with cave. Ills 
father and uncle took notice of me wlicn I was a ‘‘ fi^Ilow of no mark 
or likelihood,” and I am always happy in finding myself in the old 
oak room at Arniston, where I have drunk tnaiiy a merry bottle, and 
in the fields where I have seen many a hare killcul. 

1 Tho Rev. Thomas Wright waS minister oi ^ Rov. John Chniio, Mr. WriglU’s i)ro(lf‘c,oss()r 
Borthwick from 181.7 to isil, when ho was do- In the! i)arish, of wliom many absurd stories 
posed on tho ground of alleged heresy. His \v(;r(i told, apixiars to have,! Ixmui an entluisiastic 
works, T/ie True Plan of a Living Temple, Morn- lover of Seottish .songs, as Hiinis in 17‘.n says it 
ing and Evening Sacnjice, Farewell to Time, My was owing to his singing C<T the yowes to (hr. 
OZd House, etc., were published anonymously. knmoes so charmiiigl}'’ that hci took it down 
Mr.Wright lived in Edinburgh for fourteen years from his voice, and sent it to Mr. Thomson. — 
after his deposition, much beloved and ro.spect- Currie’s Iluims, vol. iv. p. lOO, and Chambers’s 
ed; he died on 13tli March, 1855, in his seventy- Scottish Songs, 12 vols. Edin. 182‘J, p. 201). 
first year. 
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December 24. — Left Arniston after breakfast and arrived to dinner 
at Abbotsford, 

My reflections on entering my own gate were of a very diflerent 
and more pleasing cast than those with which I left my house about 
six weeks ago, I was then in doubt whether I should fly m}^ country 
or become avowedly bankrupt, and surrender my library and house- 
hold furniture,, with the liferent of my estate, to sale. A man of the 
world will say I had better done so. No doubt had I taken this 
course at once, I might have employed the £25,000 which I made 
since the insolvency of Constable and Robinson’s houses in compound- 
ing my debts. But I could not have slept sound as I now can, under 
the comfortable impression of receiving the thanks of my creditors 
and the conscious feeling of discharging my duty like a man of hon- 
our and honesty. I see before me a long tedious and dark path, but 
it leads to true fame and stainless reputation. If I die in the har- 
rows, as is very likely, I shall die with honour; if I achieve my task 
I shall have the thanks of all concerned, and the approbation of my 
own conscience. And so I think I can fairly face the return of Christ- 
mas Day. 

December 25. — I drove over to Huntly Burn, and saw the planta- 
tion which is to be called Janeswood, in honour of my daughter-in- 
law. All looking well and in order. Before dinner, arrived Mrs. 
George Ellis and her nephew and niece, Mr. and Mrs. -Charles Ellis, 
whom I was delighted to see, as there are a thousand kind recollec- 
tions of old days. Mrs. George Ellis is less changed in manner and 
appearance than any one I know. The gay and lighthearted have in 
that respect superiority over those who are of a deeper mould and 
a heavier. There is something even in the slightness and elasticity 
of person which outlasts the ponderous strength which is borne down 
by its own weight. Colonel Ellis is an enthusiastic soldier : and, 
though young, served in Spain and at Waterloo. 

“ And so we held our Christmastide 
With mirth and burly cheer.” 

December 26. — Colonel Ellis and I took a pretty long walk round 
by the glen, etc., where I had an extraordinary escape from the 
breaking down of a foot-bridge as I put my foot upon it. I luckily 
escaped either breaking my leg by its passing through the bridge in 
so awkward a manner, or tearing it by some one of the hundred rusty 
nails through which it fell. However, I was not, thanks to Heaven, 
hurt in the slightest degree. Tom Purdie, who had orders to repair 
the bridge long since, was so scandalised at the consequence of his 
negligence that the bridge is repaired by the time I am writing this. 
But how the noiseless step of Fate dogs us in our most seeming safe 
and innocent sports. 

On returning home we were joined by the Lord Chief-Commis- 
sioner, the Lord Chief-Baron, and William Clerk, of gentlemen ; and 
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of ladies. Miss Adam and young Miss Thomson of Charlton. Also 
the two Miss Kerrs, Lord Robert’s daughters, and so behold us a gal- 
lant Christinas party, full of mirth and harmony. Moreover, Captain 
Jolui Ferguson came over fromlluntly Burn, so we spent the day jo- 
cundly. I ‘intend to take a holiday or two while these friends are 
about us. I have worked hard enough to merit it, and 

“ Maggie will not sleep 

For that, ere summer.” * 

Becemher 27. — This morning we took a drive up the Yarrow in 
great for(‘e, and perambulated the Duchess’s Walk with all the force 
of our company. The weather was delightful, the season being con- 
sidered ; and Newark Castle, amid its lealiess trees, resembled a dear 
old man who smiles uj)on the ruins which time has spread around 
him. It is looking more venerable tlian formerly, for the repairs 
judiciously undertaken have now assumed colouring congenial with 
the c>ld walls; fmanerly, they had a raw and patchy appearance. I 
have seldom seen the scene look better even when summer smiled 
upon it. 

I have a letl(‘r from James Hogg, the Ettrick Shepherd, asking me 
to intcrcetlc with the Duke of Ikiccleueh about bis farm.* lie took 
this burthen upon himself without the advi<?e of his best friends, and 
ecrtainly eontrary to mine. From the badness of the times it would 
hav<’ Ihmui a poor sp{‘eulation in any liamls, especially in those of a 
man of letters, wln>s(‘ oc<*upation. as w(dl as the society in which it 
involves liiin,[ar«- so dillcrmit ]. Rut I hope this gn‘at family will be 
kind to liim ; if not, itf' vandm /w.v a moi. Ihit I cannot and 
on;j:iit not to look for having tin* saim* intc-n^st with this gentleman 
u lie’ll I «'\rrej‘«.»'d in tin* days of Duka* CliarI(‘S. 

lirmtthrr A <Iemand from Cadell to prepare a revised copy 

«»f tie* uf unj (h'iindfiithvr for the ]>ress,® I re(‘eive(l it with 

gnat pleasure, for I always bail private hopes of that work. If I 
have a knaek for anything it is bu* seleeling tin* sinking and intcr- 
e ling ]ioints out of dull <i<*tails, and lieiiei*, I myself r(*<‘eive so mucli 
plea' lire and instnn‘tion from volumes whieh an* g(‘iu‘rally reputed 
dull and nninleresting. <dve me facts, I will lind fancy for myself, 
llir hr: t two volumes (»r these litth* tales an* shorter than the third 
b\ ' .•\t n!\ »tr eigiitv pages. ( 'a<bdl proposes to (‘(pialise them by 
a«iding p;irt «'t’ vol. ii. to vol. i.,and <»f vol. iii. to vol. ii. But then 
\m!, {. rods witli the reign of Robert Rrueo, vol. ii. with tin* defeat of 
I h.ddi II ; happ\ point of pause which I cannot thirdv of disturhing, 
tin* fir t in particular, for surc*ly we ought to elosi* oin^ volume at least 


i llnrji' 'r “A?.I4 rarMH'r'.-' N'*-a yrir Sal 
ulaS .t>u ’* 

3 ■■ M-'JiU ilrjr'.-r/' ..f'.'.!*,’ h II-'-,’ h.t>! ’ e. 
a Irii- r (.13 ly. mill' ai’>- 41 i aji'l eiijsjU lUal 
|jr 1 .'*! tJi.il..*- tS I'-aV 

Tla- la a ; rral ha;! ju ! b'-rit |s UU 


<l*'r tlf ntlf: Tnh's af a f!m7i(Ifalhpr, 

Uin>/ fnk> n fn>m Sntftirji History. Htim- 

l.e. 111 . In nu;'h I.inl«-.i<»hn, Kr;<i.,in thn'C 

' enntJMl J.ir e:i<i<'ll rui<l Co,, Kdin- 
|.u!,,U 3 rUfnj'Kiti and Mar hall, houdon, and 
( ‘'nuJiiiisj', iHiid.ii, lM2Hv 
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of Scottisli history at a point which leaves the kingdom triumphant 
and happy; and, alas ! where do her annals present us with such an 
era excepting after Bannockburn ? So I will set about to fill up the 
volumes, which are too short, with some additional matter, and so 
diminish at least, if we cannot altogether remove, their unsightly in- 
equality in size. The rest of the party went to Dryburgh — too pain- 
ful a place of pilgrimage for me.^ I walked with the Lord Chief- 
Commissioner through our grounds at Huntly Burn, and by taking 
the carriage now and then I succeeded in giving my excellent old 
friend enough of exercise without any fatigue. We made our visit 
at Huntly Burn. 


1 During Sir Walter’s illness in 1818-19 Mr. 
Skene was with him at Abbotsford, and he re- 
cords a curious incident regarding Dryburgh 
which may be given here;— “For nearly two 
years he had to struggle for his life with that 
severe illness, which the natural strength of 
his constitution at length proved sufBcient to 
throw ofl‘. With its disappearance, although 
restored to health, disappeared also much of 
his former vigour of body, activity, and power 
of undergoing fatigue, while in personal ap- 
pearance he had advanced twenty years in the 
downward course of life; his hair had become 
bleached to pure white and scanty locks; the 
fire of his eye quenched ; and his step, more 
uncertain, had lost the vigorous swinging gait 
with which he was used to proceed ; in fact, 
old age had by many years anticipated its usual 
progress and marked how severely he had suf- 
fered. The complaint, that of gall-stones, was 
one of extreme bodily suffering. During his 
severest attack he had been alone at Abbots- 
ford with his daughter Sophia, before her mar- 
riage to Mr. Lockhart, and had sent to say that 
he was desirous I should come to him, which I 
did, and remained for ten days till the attack 
had subsided. During its course the extreme 
violence of the pain and spasmodic contraction 
of the muscles of the stomach were such that I 
scarcely expected the powers of endurance 
could sustain him through the trial, and so 
much at times was he exhausted by it as to 
leave us in alarm as to what the result bad 
actually been. One night I shall not soon for- 
get: he had been frequently and severely ill 
during the day, and having been summoned 
to his room in the middle of the night, where 
his daughter was already standing, the picture 
of deep despair, at his bed-side, the attack 
seemed intense, and we followed the directions 
left by the physician to assuage it. At length 
it seemed to subside, and he fell back exhaust- 
ed on the pillow, his eyes were closed, and his 
countenance wan and livid. Apparently with 
corresponding misgivings, his daughter at one 
side of the bed and I at the other gazed for 
some time intently and in silence on bis coun- 
tenance, and then glanced with anxious in- 
quiring looks to each other, till, at length, hav- 
ing placed my finger on his pulse, to ascertain 
whether it had actually ceased to throb, I shall 
never forget the sudden beam which again 
brightened his daughter’s countenance, and for 
a moment dispelled the intense expression of 
anxiety which had for some time overspread 
it, when Sir Walter, aware of my feeling his 


pulse, and the probable purpose, whispered, 
with a faint voice, but without opening his 
eyes, ‘ I am not yet gone. ’ After some time he 
revived, and gave us a proof of the mastery of 
his mind over the sufferings of the body. ‘ Do 
you recollect,’ he said to me, ‘a small round 
turret near the gate of the Monastery of Aber- 
brothwick, and placed so as to overhang the 
street?’ Upon answering that I did perfectly, 
and that a picturesque little morsel it w'as, 
he said, ‘Well, I was over there when a mob 
had assembled, excited by some purpose, which 
T do not recollect, but failing of their original 
intention, they took umbrage at the little ven- 
erable emblem of aristocracy, which still bore 
its weather-stained head so conspicuously aloft, 
and, resolving to humble it with the dust, they 
got a stout hawser from a vessel in the adjoin- 
ing harbour, which a sailor lad, climbing up, 
coiled round the body of the little turret, and 
the rabble seizing the rope by both ends tugged 
and pulled, and laboured long to strangle and 
overthrow the poor old turret, but in vain, for 
it withstood all their endeavours. Now that is 
exactly the condition of my poor stomach : 
there is a rope twisted round it, and the ma- 
licious devils are straining and tugging at it, 
and, faith, I could almost think th^at I some- 
times hear them shouting and cheering each 
other to their task, and when they are at it I 
always have the little turret and its tormentors 
before my eyes.’ He complained that partic- 
ular ideas fixed themselves down upon bis 
mind, w'hich he had not the power of shaking 
off; but this was, iu fact, the obvious conse- 
quence of tliG quantity of laudanum which it 
was necessary for him to swallow to allay the 
spasms. 

“ After he had got some repose, and had be- 
come rather better in the morning, he said, 
w’ith a smile on his countenance, ‘If you will 
promise not to laugh at me I have a favour to 
ask. Do you know I have taken a childish 
desire to see the place where I am to be laid 
when I go home, which there is some proba- 
bility may not now be long delayed. Now, as 
I cannot go to Dryburgh Abbey— that is out 
of the question at present — it would give me 
much pleasure if you would take a ride down 
and bring me a drawing of that spot,’ which he 
minutely described the position of, and men- 
tioned the exact point where he wished it 
drawn, that the site of his future grave might 
appear. His wish was accordingly complied, 
with. ” — Reminiscences, 
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December 29. — Lord Chief-Baron, Lord Chief-Commissioner, Miss 
Adam, Miss Anstruther Thomson, and William Clerk left us. We 
read prayers, and afterwards walked round the terrace. 

I had also time to work hard on the additions to the Tales of a 
Grandfather, vols. 1 and 2. The day passed pleasantly over. 

December 30. — The Fergusons came over, and we welcomed in the 
New Year with the usual forms of song and flagon. 

Looking back to the conclusion of 1826, I observe that the last 
year ended in trouble and sickness, with pressures for the present and 
gloomy prospects for the future. The sense of a great privation so 
lately sustained, together with the very doubtful and clouded nature 
of my private affairs, pressed hard upon my mind. I am now perfectly 
well in constitution ; and though I am still on troubled waters, yet I 
am rowing with the tide, and less than the continuation of my exer- 
tions of 1827 may, with God’s blessing, carry me successfully through 
1828, when we may gain a more open sea, if not exactly a safe port. 
Above all, my children are well. Sophia’s situation excites some 
natural anxiety ; but it is only the accomplishment of the burthen 
imposed on her sex. Walter is happy in the view of his majority, 
on which matter we have favourable hopes from the Duke of Wel- 
lington. Anne is well and happy. Charles’s entry upon life under 
the highest patronage, and in a line for which I hope he is qualified, 
is about to take place presently. ^ 

For all these great blessings it becomes me well to be thankful to 
God, who in his good time and good pleasure sends us good as well 
as evil. 



1828,— JAN^U ARY 


“As I walked by myself, 

I talked to myself, 

And thus myself said to me.” 

January 1. — Since the 20th Kovemher, 1825, for two months 
that is, and two years, I have kept this custom of a diary. That it 
has made me wiser or better I dare not say, but it shows by its prog- 
ress that I am capable of keeping a resolution. Perhaps I should 
not congratulate myself on this ; perhaps it only serves to show I am 
more a man of method and less a man of originality, and have no 
longer that vivacity of fancy that is inconsistent with regular labour. 
Still, should this be the case, I should, having lost the one, be happy 
to find myself still possessed of the other. 

January 2. — Ccbccb mentes hominum . — My last entry records my 
punctuality in keeping up my diary hitherto ; my present labour, 
commenced notwithstanding the date, upon the 9th January, is to 
make up my little record betwixt the second and that latter date. In 
a word, I have been several days in arrear without rhyme or reason, 
— days too when there was so little to write down that the least jot- 
ting would have done it. This must not be in future. 

January 3. — Our friends begin to disperse. Mrs. Ellis, who has 
been indisposed for the last two days, will I hope bear her journey 
to London well. She is the relict of my dear old friend George El- 
lis,* who had more wit, learning, and knowledge of the world than 
would fit out twenty literati. The Hardens remained to-day, and I 
had a long walk with the laird up the Glen, and so forth. He seemed 
a little tired, and with all due devotion to my Chief, I was not sorry 
to triumph over some one in point of activity at ray time of day. 

January 4. — Visited by Mr. Stewart of Dalguise, who came to 
collect materials for a description of Abbotsford, to be given with a 
drawing in a large work. Views of Gentlemen^ s Seats. Mr. Stewart is 
a well-informed gentleman -like young man, grave and quiet, yet pos- 
sessed of a sense of humour. I must take care he does not in civility 
over-pufi my little assemblage of curiosities. Scarce anything can 
be meaner than the vanity which details the contents of China clos- 
ets, — basins, ewers, and chamberpots. Horace Walpole, with all his 
talents, makes a silly figure when he gives an upholsterer’s catalogue 
of his goods and chattels at Strawberry Hill. 


^ To whom Seott addressed the fifth cauto of Mamiion. 
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January 5 . — This day I began to review Taschereau’s Zz/e of Mo- 
Hire, for Mr. Gillies who is crying help for God’s sake. Messrs. 
Treuttel and Wurtz o:ffer guerdon. I shall accept, because it is doing 
Gillies no good to let him have my labour for nothing, and an article 
is about £100. In my pocket it may form a fund to help this poor 
gentleman or others at a pinch ; in his, I fear it would only encour- 
age a neglect of sober economy. When in his prosperity he asked me 
whether there was not, in my opinion, something interesting in a man 
of genius being in embarrassed circumstances. God knows he has 
had enough of them since, poor fellow ; and it should be remembered 
that if he thus dallied with his good fortune, his benevolence to oth- 
ers was boundless. 

We had the agreeable intelligence of Sophia being safely deliv- 
ered of a girl ; the mother and child doing well. Praised be God ! 

January 6. — I have a letter from the Duke of Wellington, mak- 
ing no promises, but assuring me of a favourable consideration of 
Walter’s case, should an opening occur for the majority. This same 
step is represented as the most important, but so in their time were 
the lieutenancy and the troop. Each in its turn was the step par ex- 
cellence, It appears that these same steps are those of a treadmill, 
where the party is always ascending and never gains the top. But 
the same simile would suit most pursuits in life. 

The Misses Kerr left us on Friday — ^two charming young persons, 
well-looked, well-mannered, and well-born ; above all, well-principled. 
They sing together in a very delightful manner, and our evenings 
are the duller without them. 

I am annoyed beyond measure with the idle intrusion of volun- 
tary correspondents ; each man who has a pen, ink, and sheet of 
foolscap to spare, flies a letter at me. I believe the postage costs me 
£100 \a, year], besides innumerable franks ; and all the letters regard 
the writer’s own hopes or projects, or are filled with unasked advice 
or extravagant requests. I think this evil increases rather than di- 
minishes. On the other hand, I must fairly own that I have received 
many communications in this way worth all the trouble and expense 
that the others cost me, so I must “ lay the head of the sow to the 
tail of the grice,” as the proverb elegantly expresses itself. 

News again of Sophia and baby. Mrs. Hughes thinks the infant 
a beauty. Johnny opines that it is not very pretty, and grandpapa 
supposes it to be like other new-born children, which are as like as a 
basket of oranges. 

January 1 . — Wrought at the review, and finished a good lot of 
it. Mr. Stewart left us, amply provided with the history of Abbots- 
ford and its contents. It is a kind of Conundrum Castle to be sure, 
and I have great pleasure in it, for while it pleases a fantastic person 
in the style and manner of its architecture and decoration, it has all 
the comforts of a commodious habitation. 

Besides the review, I have been for this week busily employed in 
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revising for the press the Tales of a Grandfather, Cadell rather 
wished to rush it out by employing three different presses, but this I 
repressed (smoke the pun !). I will not have poor James Ballantyne 
driven off the plank to which we are all three clinging.' I have 
made great additions to volume first, and several of these Tales ; and 
I care not who knows it, I think well of them. Nay, I will hash his- 
tory with anybody, be he who he will.* I do not know but it would 
be wise to let romantic composition rest, and turn my mind to the 
history of England, France, and Ireland, to be da capo rota’d, as well 
as that of Scotland. Men would laugh at me as an author tor Mr. 
Newbery’s shop in Paul’s Churchyard. I should care little for that. 
Virginibus puerisque, I would as soon compose histories for boys 
and girls, which may be useful, as fictions for children of a larger 
growth, which can at best be only idle folk’s entertainment. But 
write what I will, or to whom I will, I am doggedly determined to 
write myself out of the present scrape by any labour that is fair and 
honest. 

January 8. — Despatched my review (in part), and in the morn- 
ing walked from Chiefswood, all about the shearing flats, and home 
by the new walk, which I have called the Bride’s Walk, because Jane 
was nearly stuck fast in the bog there, just after her marriage, in the 
beginning of 1825. 

My post brings serious intelligence to-day, and of a very pleasing 
description. Longman and Company, with a reserve which marks 
all their proceedings, suddenly inform Mr. G-ibson that they desire 
1000 of the 8vo edition of St, Ronan's Well^ and the subsequent 
series of Novels thereunto belonging, for that they have only seven 
remaining, and wish it to be sent to their printers, and pushed 
out in three months. Thus this great house, without giving any 
previous notice of the state of the sale, expect all to be boot and sad- 
dle, horse and away, whenever they give the signal. In the present 
case this may do, because I will make neither alteration nor addition 
till our grand opus^ the Improved Edition, goes to press. But ought 
we to go to press with this 1000 copies knowing that our project 
will supersede and render equivalent to waste paper such of them as 
may not reach the public before our plan is publicly known and be- 
gins to operate ? I have, I acknowledge, doubt as to this. No 
doubt I feel perfectly justified in letting Longman and Co. look to 


1 See letter to R. Caclell, Life, vol. ix. p. 209. 

2 “The first Tales of a Grandfather [as has 
already been said] appeared early in December, 
and their reception was more rapturous than 
that of any one of his works since Ivanhoe. He 
had solved for the first time the problem of 
narrating history, so as at once to excite and 
gratify the curiosity of youth, and please and 
instruct the wisest of mature minds. The pop- 
ularity of the book has grown with every year 
that has since elapsed; it is equally prized in 


the library, the boudoir, the school-room, and 
the nursery; it is adopted as the happiest of 
manuals, not only in Scotland, but wherever 
the English tongue is spoken; nay, it is to be 
seen in the hands of old and young all over the 
civilised world, and has, I have little doubt, 
extended the knowledge of Scottish history in 
quarters where little or no interest bad ever 
before been awakened as to any other parts of 
that subject except those immediately connect- 
ed with Mary Stuart and the Chevalier.”— 
Life, vol. ix. pp. 186-7. 
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their own interest, since they have neither consulted me nor at- 
tended to mine. But the loss might extend to the retail booksellers ; 
and to hurt the men through whom my works are ultimately to find 
their way to the public would be both unjust and impolitic. On the 
contrary, if the jSL Ronan Series be hurried out immediately, there is 
time enough perhaps to sell it off before the Improved Edition ap- 
pears. In the meantime it appears that the popularity of these works 
is increasing rather than diminishing, that the measure of securing the 
copyrights was most judicious, and that, with proper management, 
things will work themselves round. Successful first editions are 
good, but they require exertion and imply fresh risk of reputation. 
But repeated editions tell only to the agreeable part of literature." 

Longman and Company have also at length opened their oracular 
jaws pn the subject of Bonajparte^ and acknowledged its rapid sale, 
and the probable exhaustion of the present edition. 

These tidings, with the success of the Tales^ “speak of Africa 
and golden joys.” But the tidings arriving after dinner rather dis- 
composed me. In the evening I wrote to Cadcll and Ballantyne at 
length, proposing a meeting at my house on Tuesday first, to hold a 
privy council. 

January 9. — My first reflection was on Napoleon. I will not be 
hurried in my corrections of that work ; and that I may not be so, I 
will begin them the instant that I have finished the review. It makes 
me tremble to think of the mass of letters I have to look through in 
order to select all those which affect the subject of NajpoUon^ and 
which, in spite of numerous excellent resolutions, I have never scp?l- 
rated from the common file from which they arc now to be selected. 
Confound them I but they are. confounded already. Indolence is a 
delightful indulgence, but at what a rate wc purchase it ! To-day 
we go to Mertoun, and having spent some time in making up my 
Journal to this length, and in a chat with Captain John, who drop- 
ped in, I will presently set to the review — knock it off, if possible, 
before we start at five o’clock. To-morrow, when I return, wc will 
begin the disagreeable task of a thorough rummage of papers, 


1 It may be remarked at this point how the 
value of these works has been sustained by 
the public demand during the term of legal 
copyright and since that date. That of Waver- 
ley expired in 1856, and the others at forty-two 
years from the date of publication. 

On December 19, 1827, the copyright of the 
Novels from Waverley to Quentin Durward was 
acquired, as mentioned in the text, for £8400 
as a joint purchase. Five years later, viz,, in 
1832, Mr. Cadell purchased from Sir Walter’s 
representatives, for about £40, 000, the author’s 
share in stock and entire copyrights ! 

Nineteen years afterwards, viz,, on the 2Gth 
March, 1851 (after Mr, Cadell’s death), the stock 
and copyrights were exposed for sale by auc- 
tion in London, regarding which a Trade Jour- 
nal of the date says— 

“ Mr. Hodgson offered for sale the whole of the copy- 


righta of Sir Walter Scott’s works, includlTvg Htp.reotypoB, 
Btoels, wood-cuts, etc., to ft very large iiiuoting of the pub- 
lishers of this country. After one or two of our leading 
firms had retired from the contest, the lot was bought in 
for, we believe, jE15,600. This sum did not inelmle tho 
stock on hand, valued at jE10,t)00. However, the fact is 
that the Trustees have virtually rofusort £26,000 for tho 
stock, copyrights, etc., of Scott’s works.” 

Messrs. A. & C. Black in 1851 purchased tho 
property at nearly the same price, viz. Copy- 
right, £17,000; stock, £10,000— in all, £27,000. 
Mr. Francis Black, who has kindly given mo 
information regarding the sale of these works, 
tells me that of the volumes of one of the 
cheaper issues about three millions have been 
sold since 1861. Tliis, of coarse, is iudei)ontlont 
of other publishers’ editions in Great Britain, 
the Continent, and America. 


2 In Henry IV. ^ Act v. Sc. 3. 
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books, and documents. My character as a man of letters, and as a 
man of honour, depends on my making that work as correct as pos- 
sible. It has succeeded, notwithstanding every effort here and in 
France' to put it down, and it shall not lose ground for want of back- 
ing. We went to dine and pass the night at Mertoun, where we met 
Sir J ohn Pringle, Mr. and Mrs. Baillie Mellerstain, and their daugh- 
ters. 

January 10. — When I rose this morning the weather was changed 
and the ground covered with snow. I am sure it’s winter fairly. . 
We returned from Mertoun after breakfast through an incipient 
snowstorm, coming on partially, and in great flakes, the sun bursting 
at intervals through the clouds. At last Lie Wolken laufen zusammen. 
We made a slow journey of it through the swollen river and heavy 
roads, but here we are at last. 

I am rather sorry we expect friends to-day, though these friends 
be the good Fergusons. I have a humour for work, to which the 
sober, sad uniformity of a snowy day always particularly disposes 
me, and I am sure I will get poor Gillies off my hand, at least if I 
had morning and evening. Then I would set to work with arrang- 
ing everything for these second editions of Na;poleon^ The Romances^ 
etc., which must be soon got afloat. 'I must say “the wark gangs 
bonnily on.”^ Well, I will ring for coals, mend my pen, and try what 
can be done. 

■ I wrought accordingly on Gillies’s review for the Life of Moliere^ 
a gallant subject. I am only sorry I have not time to do it justice. 
It would have required a complete re-perusal of his works, for which, 
alas ! 1 have no leisure. 

“For long, though pleasant, is the way. 

And life, alas! allows but one ill winter’s day.” 

Which is too literally my own case. 

January 11. — Renewed my labour, finished the review, tali^ qualis, 
and sent it off. Commenced then my infernal work of putting to 
rights. Much cry and little woo’, as the deil said when he shore the 
sow. But I have detected one or two things that had escaped me, 
and may do more to-morrow. I observe by a letter from Mr. Cadell 
that I had somewhat misunderstood his last. It is he, not Longman, 
that wishes to publish the thousand copies of St. Ronanh Series, and 
there is no immediate call for Nwpoleon. This makes little differ- 
ence in my computation. The pressing necessity of correction is 


1 In an interesting letter to Scott from Feni- 
more Cooper, dated Sept. 12tli, 1827, he tells 
him “that the French abuse you a little, but 
as they began to do this, to my certain knowl- 
edge, flve months before the book was pub- 
lished, you have no great reason, to regard 
their criticism. It would be impossible to 
write the truth on such a subject and please 
this nation. One frothy gentleman denounced 


you in my presence as having a low, vulgar 
style, very much such an one as characterised 
the pen of Shakespeare ! ” 

2 A proverb having its rise from an excla- 
mation made by Mr. David Dick, a Covenanter, 
on witnessing the execution of some of Mon- 
trose’s followers.— Wishart’s Montrose, quoting 
from Guthrie’s Memoirs, p. 182, 
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put off for two or three months probably, and I have time to turn 
myself to the ChTOuicles. I do not much like the task, but when did 
I ever like labour of any kind ? My hands were fully occupied to- 
day with writing letters and adjusting papers — both a great bore. 

The news from London assure a change of Ministry. The old 
Tories come in play. But I hope they will compromise nothing. 
There is little danger since Wellington takes the lead. 

January 12. — My expenses have been considerably more than I 
expected ; but I think that, having done so much, I need not under- 
go the mortification of giving up Abbotsford and parting with my 
old habits and servants.^ 

January 13, \Edinhurg}i \, — ^We had a slow and tiresome retreat 
from Abbotsford through the worst of weather, half-sleet, half-snow. 
Dined with the Royal Society Club, and, being an anniversary, sat 
till nine o’clock, instead of half-past seven. 

January 14. — I read Cooper’s new novel. The Red Rover \ the 
current of it rolls entirely upon the ocean. Something there is too 
much of nautical language ; in fact, it overpowers everything else. 
But, so people once take an interest in a description, they will swal- 
low a great deal which they do not understand. The sweet word 
“Mesopotamia” has its charm in other compositions as well as in 
sermons. He has much genius, a powerful conception of character, 
and force of execution. The same ideas, I see, recur upon him that 
haunt other folks. The graceful form of the spars, and the tracery 
of the ropes and cordage against the sky, is too often dwelt upon. 

January 15. — This day the Court sat down. I missed my good 
friend Colin Mackenzie, who proposes to retire, from indifferent 
health. A better man never lived — eager to serve every one — a safe- 
guard over all public business which came through his hands. As 
Deputy-Keeper of the Signet he will be much missed. He had a pa- 
tience in listening to every one which is of the [highest consequence] 
in the management of a public body ; for many men care less to gain 
their point than they do to play the orator, and be listened to for a 
certain time. This done, and due quantity of personal consideration 
being gained, the individual orator is usually satisfied with the rea- 
sons of the civil listener, who has suffered him to enjoy his hour of 
consequence. I attended the Court, but there was very little for 
me to do. The snowy weather has annoyed my fingers with chil- 
blains, and I have a threatening of rheumatism — which Heaven 
avert ! 

James Ballantyne and Mr. Cadell dined with me to-day and talked 
me into a good humour with my present task, which I had laid aside 


1 Scott’s biographer records his admiration 
for the manner in which all his dependants 
met the reverse of their master’s fortunes. 
The butler, instead of being the easy chief of a 
large establishment, was now doing half the 
work of the house at probably half his former 


wages. Old Peter, who had been for live-and- 
twenty years a dignified coachman, was now 
ploughman in ordinary ; only putting his horses 
to the carriage on high and rare occasions ; 
and so on with all that remained of the an- 
cient train, and all seemed happier. 
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in disgust. It must, however, be done, though I am loth to begin to 
it again. 

January 16 . — Again returned early, and found my way home 
with some difficulty. The weather — a black frost powdered with 
snow, my fingers siifiering much and my knee very stiff. When I 
came home, I set to work, but not to the Chronicles. I found a less 
harassing occupation in correcting a volume or two of Napoleon in a 
rough way. My indolence, if I can call it so, is of a capricious kind. 
It never makes me absolutely idle, but very often inclines me — as it 
were from mere contradiction’s sake — to exchange the task of the 
day for something which I am not obliged to do at the moment, or 
perhaps not at all. 

January 17. — My knee so swelled and the weather so cold that I 
stayed from Court. I nibbled for an hour or two at Napoleon^ then 
took handsomely to my gear, and wrote with great ease and fluency 
six pages of the Chronicles. If they are but tolerable I shall be sat- 
isfied. In fact, such as they are, they must do, for I shall get warm 
as I work, as has happened on former occasions. The fact is, I scarce 
know what is to succeed or not ; but this is the consequence of writ- 
ing too much and too often. I must get some breathing space. But 
how is that to be managed ? There is the rub. 

January 1 8-1 9. — Eemained still at home, and wrought hard. The 
fountain trickles free enough, but G-od knows whether the waters will 
be worth drinking. However, I have finished a good deal of hard 
work, — that’s the humour of it. 

January 20. — Wrought hard in the forenoon. At dinner we had 
Helen Erskine, — whom circumstances lead to go to India in search 
of the domestic affection which she cannot find here, — Mrs. George 
Swinton, and two young strangers : one, a son of my old friend Dr. 
Stoddart of the Times^ a well - mannered and intelligent youth, the 
other that unnatural character, a tame Irishman, resembling a formal 
Englishman. 

January 21 . — This morning I sent J. B. as far as page forty -three, 
being fully two-thirds of the volume. The rest I will drive on, trust- 
ing that, contrary to the liberated posthorse in John Gilpin, the lum- 
ber of the wheels rattling behind me may put spirit in the poor brute 
who has to drag it. 

Mr. and Mrs. Moscheles were here at breakfast. She is a very 
pretty little Jewess ; he one of the greatest performers on the piano- 
forte of the day, — certainly most surprising and, what I rather did 
not expect, pleasing. 

I have this day the melancholy news of Glengarry’s death, and 
was greatly shocked. The eccentric parts of his character, the pre- 
tensions which he supported with violence and assumption of rank 
and authority, were obvious subjects of censure and ridicule, which 
in some points were not undeserved. He played the part of a chief- 
tain too nigh the life to be popular among an altered race, with whom 
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lie tliougM, felt, and acted, I may say in right and wrong, as a chief- 
tain of a hundred years since would have done, while his conduct 
was viewed entirely by modern eyes, and tried by modern rules.' 

January 22. — I am, I find, in serious danger of losing the habit 
of my Journal; and, having carried it on so long, that would he 
pity. But I am now, on the 1st February, fishing for the lost recol- 
lections of the days since the 21st January. Luckily there is not 
very much to remember or forget, and perhaps the best way would 
be to skip and go on. 

January 23. — Being a Teind day, I had a good opportunity of 
work. I should have said I had given breakfast on the 21st to Mr. 
and Mrs. Moscheles ; she a beautiful young creature, and one that 
adores me,” as Sir Toby says,^ — that is, in my poetical capacity ; — in 
fact, a frank and amiable young person. I liked Mr. Moscheles’ play- 
ing better than I could have expected, considering my own had ear. 
But perhaps I flatter myself, and think I understood it better than I 
did. Perhaps I have not done myself justice, and know more of mu- 
sic than I thought I did. But it seems to me that his variations have 
a more decided style of originality than those I have commonly heard, 
which have all the signs of a da capo rota. 

Dined at Sir Archibald Campbell’s,® and drank rather more wine 
than usual in a sober way. To be sure, it was excellent, and some 
old acquaintances proved a good excuse for the glass. 

January 24. — I took a perverse fit to-day, and went off to write 
notes, et cetera, on Guy Mannering, This was perverse enough ; but 
it was a composition between humour and duty ; and as such, let it 
pass. 

January 25. — I went on working, sometimes at my legitimate la- 
bours, sometimes at my jobs of Notes, but still working faithfully, in 
good spirits, and contented. 

Huntly Gordon has disposed of the two sermons^ to the book- 
seller Colburn for £250 — well sold, I think — and is to go forth im- 
mediately. The man is a puffing quack ; but though I would rather 
the thing had not gone, 'there, and far rather that it had gone no- 
where, yet, hang it ! if it makes the poor lad easy, what needs I fret 
about it ? After all, there would be little gain in doing a kind thing, 
if you did not suffer pain or inconvenience upon the score. 

January 26. — Being Saturday, attended Mr. Moscheles’ concert, 
and was amused ; the more so that I had Mrs. M. herself to flirt a lit- 
tle with. To have so much beauty as she really possesses, and to be 
accomplished and well-read, she is an unaffected and pleasant person. 
Mr. Moscheles gives lessons at two guineas by the hour, and he has 


1 Anie^ p. 76. 

2 Twelfth Nighty Act ii. Sc. 3. 

3 Sir Archibald Campbell of Succoth. He 
lived at 1 Park Place. 

* The circumstances under wbicb these ser- 


mons were written are fully detailed in the 
Life, vol. ix. pp. 193, 20G. They were issued in 
a thin octavo vol. under the title Religious Dis- 
courses, by a Layman, with a short Preface 
signed W. S. There were more editions than 
one published during 1823. 
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actually found scholars in this poor country. One of them at least 
(Mrs. John Murray) may derive advantage from his instructions; for 
I observe his mode of fingering is very peculiar, as he seems to me 
to employ the fingers of the same hand in playing the melody and 
managing the bass at the same time, which is surely most uncommon. 

I presided at the Celtic Society’s dinner to-day, and proposed 
Glengarry’s memory, which, although there had been a rough dispute 
with the Celts and the poor Chief, was very well received. I like to 
see men think and bear themselves like men. There were fewer in 
the tartan than usual — which was wrong. 

January 27. — ^Wrought manfully at the Chronicles all this day 
and have nothing to jot down; only I forgot that I lost my lawsuit 
some day last week or the week before. The fellow therefore gets 
his money, plack and bawbee, but it’s always a troublesome claim 
settled,’ and there can be no other of the same kind, as every othe?^ 
creditor has accepted the composition of Is. in the £, which my exer-' 
tions have enabled me to pay them. About £20,000 of the fund had 
been created by my own exertions since the bankruptcy took place, 
and I had a letter from Donald Horne, by commission of the credit- 
ors, to express their sense of my exertions in their behalf. All this 
is consolatory. 

January 28 . — I am in the scrape of sitting for my picture, and 
had to repair for two hours to-day to Mr. Colvin Smith — Lord Gil- 
lies’s nephew. The Chief Baron “ had the kindness to sit with me 
great part of the time, as the Chief Commissioner had done on a late 
occasion. The picture is for the Chief Commissioner, and the Chief 
Baron desires a copy. I trust it will be a good one. At home in 
the evening, and wrote. I am well on before the press, notwithstand- 
ing late hours, lassitude, and laziness. I have read Cooper’s Prairie 
— better, I think, than his Red Rover, in which you never get foot on 
shore, and to understand entirely the incidents of the story it re- 
quires too much knowledge of nautical language. It’s very clever, 
though.^ 

January 29. — This day at the Court, and wrote letters at home, 
besides making a visit or two — rare things with me. I have an in- 
vitation from Messrs. Saunders and Otley, booksellers, offering me 
from £1500 to £2000 annually to conduct a journal ; but I am their 
humble servant. I am too indolent to stand to that sort of work, 
and I must preserve the undisturbed use of my leisure, and possess 
my soul in quiet. A large income is not my object ; I must clear 
my debts ; and that is to be done by writing things of which I can 
retain the property. Made my excuses accordingly. 

January 30. — After Court hours I had a visit from Mr. Charles 

1 Ante^ p. »17. 

2 Sir Samuel Slieplicrd. 

3 Mr. Cooper did not relax his cflbrts to se- 
cure Scott an interest in his works reprinted 


in America, but he was not successful, and he 
writes to Scott in the autumn of 1827 : “This, 
sir, is a pitiful account of a project from which 
I expected something more just to you and 
creditable to my country. ” 
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Heath, the engraver, accompanied by a son of Reynolds the drama- 
tist. His object was to engage me to take charge as editor of a year- 
ly publication called The Keepsake, of which the plates are beyond 
comparison beautiful, but the letter-press indifferent enough. He 
proposed £800 a year if I would become editor, and £400 if I would 
contribute from seventy to one hundred pages. I declined both, but 
told him I might give him some trifling thing or other, and asked 
the young men to breakfast the next day. Worked away in the 
evening and completed, ^‘in a way and in a manner,” the notes on 
Guy Mannering. The first volume of the Chronicles is now in Bal- 
lantyne’s hands, all but a leaf or two. Am I satisfied with my exer- 
tions? So so. Will the public be pleased with them? TJmph! I 
doubt the bubble will burst. While it is current, however, it is clear 
I should stand by it. Each novel of three volumes brings £ 4000 , 
and I remain proprietor of the mine when the first ore is cropped 
out. This promises a good harvest, from what we have experienced. 
I^ow, to become a stipendiary editor of a R'ew-Year’s Gift-Book is not 
to be thought of, nor could I agree to work for any quantity of sup- 
ply to such a publication. Even the pecuniary view is not flattering, 
though these gentlemen meant it should be so. But one hundred of 
their close-printed pages, for which they offer £ 400 , is not nearly 
equal to one volume of a novel, for which I get £ 1300 , and have the 
reversion of the copyright. No, I may give them a trifle for nothing, 
or sell them an article for a round price, but no permanent engage- 
ment will I make. Being the Martyrdom, there was no Court. I 
wrought away with what appetite I could. 

January 31 . — I received the young gentlemen to breakfast, and 
expressed my resolution, which seemed to disappoint them, as per- 
haps they expected I should have been glad of such an offer. How- 
ever, I have since thought there are these rejected parts of the Chron- 
icles, which Cadell and Ballantyne criticised so severely, which might 
well enough make up a trifle of this kind, and settle the few ac- 
counts which, will I nill I, have crept in this New Year. So I have 
kept the treaty open. If I give them 100 pages I should expect 
£ 500 . 

I was late at the Court and had little time to write any till after 
dinner, and then was not in the vein ; so commentated. 



FEBRTIARY 


February 1. — I had my two youths again to breakfast, but I did 
not say more about my determination, save that I would help them 
if I could make it convenient. The Chief Commissioner has agreed 
to let Heath have his pretty picture of a Study at Abbotsford, by 
Edwin Landseer, in which old Maida occurs. The youth Eeynolds 
is what one would suppose his father’s son to be, smart and for- 
ward, and knows the world. I suppose I was too much fagged with 
sitting in the Court to-day to write hard after dinner, but I did work, 
however, 

February 2 . — Corrected proofs, which are now nearly up with me. 
This day was an idle one, for I remained in Court till one, and sat 
for my picture till half-past three to Mr. Smith. He has all the 
steadiness and sense in appearance which his cousin K P. G, lacks.^ 
Whether he has genius or no, I am no judge. My own portrait is 
like, but I think too broad about the jowls, a fault which they all fall 
into, as I suppose, by placing their subject upon a high stage and 
looking upwards to them, which must foreshorten the face. The 
Chief Baron and Chief Commissioner had the goodness to sit with 
me. 

Dressed and went with Anne to dine at Pinkie House, where I 
met the President,^ Lady Charlotte, etc. ; above all, Mrs. Scott of 
Gala, whom I had not seen for some time. We had much fun, and 
I was, as Sir Andrew Aguecheek says, in good fooling.^ A lively 
French girl, a governess I think, but very pretty and animated, 
seemed much amused with the old gentleman. Home at eleven 
o’clock. 

By the by. Sir John Hope had found a Roman eagle on his estate 
in Fife with sundry of those pots and cotfee-pots, so to speak, which 
are so common : but the eagle was mislaid, so I did not see it. 

February 3. — I corrected proofs and wrote this morning, — but 
slowly, heavily, lazily. There was a mist on my mind w’hich my ex- 
ertions could not dispel. I did not get two pages finished, but I cor- 
rected proofs and commentated. 

February 4. — Wrote a little and was obliged to correct the Mo- 
liere affair for R. P. G. I think his plan cannot go on much longer 


1 Mr. Colvin Smith painted in all about of the persons who commissioned them is giv- 
twenty portraits of Sir Walter, for seven of en at p. 73 of the Centenary Catalogue. 
which he obtained occasional sittings. A list * The Right Hon. Charles Hope. 

3 Twelfth Night, Act ii. Sc. 2- 
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with so much weakness at the l^lm. A clever fellow would make it 
take the field with a vengeance, but poor G. will run in debt with the 
booksellers and let all go to the devil. I sent a long letter to Lock- 
hart, received from Horace Smith, very gentlemanlike and well-writ- 
ten, complaining that Mr. Leigh Hunt had mixed him up, in his Life 
of Byron, with Shelley as if he had shared his irreligious opinions. 
Leigh Hunt afterwards at the request of Smith published a swagger- 
ing contradiction otjfche inference to be derived from the way in wliich 
he has named them together. Horatio Smith seems not to have re- 
lied upon his disclamation, as he has requested me to mention the 
thing to John Lockhart, and to some one influential about Ebony, 
which I have done accordingly. 

February 5. — Concluded the first volume before breakfast. I am 
but indifferently pleased ; either the kind of thing is worn out, or I 
am worn out myself, or, lastly, I am stupid for the time. The book 
must be finished, however. Cadell is greatly pleased with annota- 
tions intended for the new edition of the Wavcrlcy series. I believe 
that work must be soon sent to press, which would put a powerful 
wheel in motion to clear the ship. I went to the Parliament House, 
and in return strolled into Cadell’s, being rather anxious to prolong 
my walk, for I fear the constant sitting for so many hours. When 1 
returned, the Duke of Buccleuch came in. He is looking very well, 
and stout, but melancholy about his sister, Lady Charlotte Stopford. 
He is fitting up a part of Bowhill and intends to shoot there this year. 
God send him life and health, for it is of immense consequence. 

February 6, — This and visits wasted my time till past two, and 
then I slept half-an-hour from mere exhaustion. Went in the even- 
ing to the play, and saw that good old thing, an English tragedy, well 
got up. It was Venice Preserved. Mrs. H. Siddons played Jlelvidera 
with much truth, feeling, and tenderness, though short of her mother- 
in-law’s uncommon majesty, which is a thing never to be forgotten. 
Mr. Young played Pierre very well, and a good Jafficr was supplied 
by a Mr. Vandenhoff. And so. the day glided by ; only three pages 
written, which, however, is a fair task. 

February 7. — It was a Teind day, so no Court, but very little work. 

I wrote this morning till the boy made his appearance for proofs ; 
then I had letters to write. Item, at five o’clock I set out with Charles 
for Dalkeith to present him to the young Duke. 

I asked the Duke about poor Hogg. I think he has decided to 
take Mr. Eiddell’s opinion ; it is unlucky the poor fellow has ever 
taken that large and dear farm.^ Altogether Dalkeith was melan- 
choly to-night, and I could not raise my spirits at all. 

February 8. — I had a little work before dinner, but we are only 
seven pages into volume second. It is always a beginning, however ; 
perhaps not a good one— I cannot telh I went out to call on Gala 


I Mount Benger, which Ije had tahen in 1820.— Sqc ante, p. 338. 
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and Jack Rutherfurd of Edgerstoun..; saw the former, not the latter. 
Gala is getting much better. He talked as if the increase of his vil- 
lage was like to drive him over the hill to the Abbotsford side, which 
would greatly beautify that, side and certainly change his residence 
for the better, only that he must remain some time without any ap- 
pearance of plantation. The view would be enchanting. 

I was tempted to buy a picture of Nell Gy wnne,' which I think 
has merit ; at least it pleases me. Seven or eight years ago Graham 
of Gartmore bid for it against me, and I gave it up at twenty-five 
guineas. I have now bought it for £18, 18s. Perhaps there was 
folly in this, hilt I reckoned it a token of good luck that I should 
succeed in a wishH had formerly harboured in vain. I love marks of 
good luck even in trifles. 

Fehruarij^ 9. — Sent off three leaves of copy ; this is using the press 
like the famished sailor who was fed by a comrade with shell-fish by 
one at a time. But better anything than stop, for the devil is to get 
set a-going again. I know no more than my old boots whether I am 
right or wrong, but have no very favourable anticipations. 

As I came home from the Court about twelve I stepped into the 
Exhibition. It makes a very good show ; the portraits are better than 
last year, those of Colvin Smith and Watson Gordon especially im- 
prove. Landseer’s Study at Abbotsford is in a capital light, and 
generally admired. I particularly distinguished John Thomson’s 
picture of Turnberry, which is of first-rate excellence. A picture 
by Scrope was also generally distinguished. It is a view in Ca- 
labria. 

There is a rival Exhibition which docs not hurt the earlier foun- 
dation, but rather excites emulation. I am told there are good paint- 
ings there. I came home with little good-will to work, but I will 
compel myself to do something. Unluckily, I have again to go out 
to dinner to-day, being President of the Bannatync. 

The dinner was a pleasant one ; about thirty members attended. 

I kept the chair till near eleven, and the company were very joyous. 

February 10. — I set myself doggedly to work, and turned off six 
leaves before dinner. JTacl to dinner Sir John Pringle, my dear Gala 
and his lady, and young Mackenzie and Miss Jardine. I was quite 
pleased to see Gala so well recovered of the consequences of his 
frightful fall, which hung about him so long, lie is one of the kind- 
est and best-informed men whom T know. 

February 11. — T liad Charles Young'"' to breakfast with us, who 
gave us some striking anecdotes of Talma during the Reign of Ter- 
ror, which may figure in Napoleoti to great advantage. 

My son Cliarics left us this morning to take possession of his 


1 Tt now lianas in the Drawing mom at Ab- 
botsford.— See Sharpe’s Letters, vol. ii. p, 408. 

3 Charles Mayno Young, Tragedian, had boon 

23 


{I visitor at Abbotsford in the autumn of 1821. 
Of this visit his son Julian gives a pleasant ao- 
count in a Memoir of his father, pp. 88-96. 
London, 1871. Mr. Young died in June, 1856. 
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situation in the Foreign Office. He has been very lucky. Correcting 
sheets, etc., took up the morning hours. I wrote three leaves before 
two o’clock. Day bitter cold— with snow, a strong contrast to the 
mild weather we had last week. 

Salutation of two old Scottish lairds: — '‘Yc ’re maist obedient 
hummil servant, Tannachy Tulloh.” — “Your nain man, Kilspindie.” 

Finished six pages, twenty-five pages of print that is, or about 
the thirteenth part of a volume. That would be a volume in a 
fortnight, with a holiday to boot. It would bo possible enough for a 
little while. 

February 12. — I wrought hard this morning. Ballantyne blames 
the Ossianic monotony of my principal characters. - Now they are not 
Ossianic. The language of the Ossianic poetry is highly figurative ; 
that of the knights of chivalry may be monotonous, and probably is, 
but it cannot be Ossianic. Sooth to say, this species of romance of 
chivalry is an inexhaustible subject. It affords materials for splendid 
description for once or twice, but they are too unnatural and formal 
to bear repetition. We must go on with our present work, however, 
valeat quantum. Mr. Cadell, less critical than J. B., seems pleased. 
The world will soon decide if I get on at this rate ; for I have fin- 
ished four leaves to-day, notwithstanding my attendance on the 
Court. 

February 13. — Mr. Macintosh Mackay, minister of Laggan, break- 
fasted with us.this morning. This reverend gentleman is completing 
the Highland Dictionary,^ and seems very competent for the task. 
He left in my hands some papers of Cluny Maepherson, concerning 
the affair of 1Y45, from which I have extracted an account of the 
battle of Clifton for Wamrley. He has few prejudices (for a High- 
lander), and is a mild, well-mannered young man. Wo had much talk 
on Highland matters. 

The Children’s Tales continue in demand. Cadell expects a new 
edition of 10,000 about next year, which may be £750 or £800 in 
pouch, besides constituting a fine property. 

February 14. — Mr. Edwards, a candidate for the situation of Rec- 
tor in the Edinburgh Academy, a pleasant, gentlemanlike man, and 
recommended highly for experience and learning ; but he is himself 
afraid of wanting bodily strength for the work, wliich requires all the 
nerve and muscle of Williams. I wish he had been tliree imdics 
taller, and stout in proportion. I went to Mr. John Russell’s, where 
there was an Academical party at dinner. Home at nine, a cigar, 
and to bed. 


I This enthusiastic Gaelic scholar, then par- The Gaelic dictionary of the Highland Sooic- 
ish minister of Laggan, joined the Free Church ty was c.oinplctcd and puhlisluid in 2 vols. 4to, 
of Scotland in 1843, and was elected Moderator 1828. The editor was Dr. Maclnod of Duiidon- 

of its General Assembly in 1840. As a clergy- aid, a.ssistcd by other Gaelic scholars. Dr. 

man, he had afterwards a varied experience in Mackay edited the poeins of Rob Doiin in 1829. 
this country and in Australia, before ho finally —-Sec Quarterly .Kdoicio, July, 1831. 
settled in the island of Harris: he died at I*or- 
tobello in 1873. 
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February 15. — Rose this morning about seven and wrote at the 
desk till- breakfast ; finished about a page and a half. I was fagged 
at Court till near two. Then called on Cadell, and so home, tired 
enough. 

February 16. — There dined with me to-day Tom Thomson, AVill 
Clerk, Mr. Edwards, and my Celtic friend Mr. Mackay of Laggan. 

February 17. — A day of hard work, being I think eight pages' be- 
fore dinner. I cannot, I am sure, tell if it is worth marking down, 
that yesterday at dinner-time I was strangely haunted by what I 
would call the sense of pre-existence, — ^videlicet, a confused idea that 
nothing that passed was said for the first time, that the same topics 
had been discussed, and the same persons had stated the same opin- 
ions on the same subjects. It is true there might have been some 
ground for recollections, considering that three at least of the com- 
pany were old friends, and kept much company together : that is, 
Justice-Clerk, “ [Lord] Abercromby, and I. But the sensation was so 
strong as to resemble what is called a mirage in the desert, or a calen- 
ture on board ship, when lakes are seen in the desert, and silvan land- 
scapes in the sea. It was very distressing yesterday, and brought to 
my mind the fancies of Bishop Berkeley about an ideal world. There 
was a vile sense of want of reality in all I did and said. It made me 
gloomy and out of spirits, though I flatter myself it was not observed. 
The bodily feeling which most resembles this unpleasing hallucina- 
tion is the giddy state which follows profuse bleeding, when one feels 
as if walking on feather-beds and could not find a secure footing. I 
think the stomach has something to do with it. I drank several 
glasses of wine, but these only augmented the disorder. I did not find 
the in vino veritas of the philosophers. Something of this insane 
feeling remains to-day, but a trifle only. 

February 18. — I had other work to do this day. In the morning 
corrected proofs. After breakfast, made a visit or two, and met 
Sandie Buchanan, whom it joys me to see. Then despatched all my 
sheriff processes, save one, which hitches for want of some papers. 
Lastly, here I am, before dinner, with my journal. I sent all the 
county money to Andre w_ Lang. Wrote to Mr. Reynolds too ; me- 
thinks I will let them have the Tales which Jem Ballantyne and Ca- 
dcll quarrelled with.“ I have asked £500 for them — pretty well that. 
1 suppose they will be fools enough to give it me. In troth she ’ll no 
pc cheaper. 

February 19. — A day of hard and continued work, the result be- 
iiig eight pages. But then I hardly ever quitted the table save at 
meal-time. So eight pages of my manuscript may be accounted the 
maximum of my literary labour. It is equal to forty printed pages 
of the novels. I had the whole of this day at my own disposal, by 


1 Sco iinclor Feb. 10. 

* The Right Hon. David Boyle, 


3 My Aunt Margaret’s Mirror^ etc. 
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the voluntary kindness of Sir Robert Dundas interfering to take up 
my duty at the Court. The proofs of niy Sermons are arrived, but I 
have had no time, saving to blot out some flummery, which poor 
Gordon had put into the preface/ 

Fehruary 20. — Another day of labour; but not so hard. I 
worked from eight till three with little intermission, but only ac- 
complished four pages. Then I went out and made a visit or two, 
and looked in on Cadell. If I get two pages in the evening I will be 
satisfied, for volume ii. may be concluded with the week, or run over 
to Sunday at most. Will it tell, this work ? I doubt it, but there is 
no standing still. 

A certain Mr. Mackay from Ireland called on me, an active agent, 
it would seem, about the reform of prisons. He exclaims, justly I 
have no doubt, about the state of our Lock-up House. For myself, I 
have some distrust of the fanaticism — even of philanthropy. A good 
part of it arises in general from mere vanity and love of distinction, 
gilded over to others and to themselves with some show of benevo- 
lent sentiment. The philanthropy of Howard, mingled with his ill- 
usage of his son, seems to have risen to a pitch of insanity. Yet 
without such extraordinary men, who call attention to the subject by 
their own peculiarities, prisons would have remained the same dun- 
geons which they were forty or fifty years ago. I do not sec the pro- 
priety of making them dandy places of detention. They should be a 
place of punishment, and that can hardly be if men arc lodged better, 
and fed better, than when they are at large. The separation of ranks 
is an excellent distinction, and is nominally provided for in all mod- 
ern prisons. But the size of most of them is inadccpiatc to the great 
increase of crime, and so the pack is shuffled together again for want 
of room to keep them separate. There arc several prisons construct- 
ed on excellent principles, the economy of which becomes deranged 
so soon as the death takes place of some keen pliilanthropist who 
hadjhe business of a whole committee, which, having lost him, re- 
mained like a carcass without a head. But I have never seen a plan 
for keeping in order these resorts of guilt and misery, without pre- 
supposing a superintendence of a kind which might perhaps be ex- 
ercised, could we turn out upon the watch a guard of angels. But, 
alas! jailors and turnkeys are rather like angels of a different livery, 
nor do I see how it is possible to render them otherwise. Superin- 
tendence is all you can trust to, and superintendence, save in some 
rare cases, is hard to come by, where it is to be vigilantly and con- 
stantly exercised. Quis custodiet ipsos custodes?- As to reformation, 
I have no great belief in it, when the ordinary class of culprits, who 
are vicious from ignorance or habit, arc the subjects of the experi- 
ment. “A shave from a broken loaf ” is thought as little of by the 
male .set of delinquents as by the fair frail. The state of society 


1 See Jan, 25, 1828 (p. 348). 
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now leads so mucL. to great accumulations of humanity, that we can- 
not wonder if it ferment and reek like a compost dunghill. Nature 
intended that population should he diffused over the soil in propor- 
tion to its extent. We have accumulated in huge cities and smoth- 
ering manufactories the numbers which should be spread over the 
face of a country ; and what wonder that they should be corrupted ? 
We have turned healthful and pleasant brooks into morasses and 
pestiferous lakes, — what wonder the soil should be unhealthy? A 
great deal, I think, might be done by executing the punishment of 
deaths without a chance of escape, in all cases to which it should be 
found properly applicable; of course these occasions being dimin- 
ished to one out of twenty to which capital punishment is now as- 
signed. Our ancestors brought the country to order by kilting^ 
thieves and banditti with strings. So did the French when at Na- 
ples, and bandits became for the time unheard of. When once the 
evil habit is altered — when men are taught a crime of a certain char- 
acter is connected inseparably with death, the moral habits of a pop- 
ulation become altered, and you may in the next age remit the pun- 
ishment which in this it has been necessary to inflict with stern 
severity. I think whoever pretends to reform a corrupted nation, or 
a disorderly regiment, or an ill-ordered ship of war, must begin by 
severity, and only resort to gentleness when he has acquired the 
complete mastery by terror — the terror being always attached to the 
law ; and, the impression once made, he can afford to govern with 
mildness, and lay the iron rule aside. 

Mr. Mackay talked big of the excellent state of prisons in Ireland, 
t/’m doute un peu. That the warm-hearted and generous Irish would 
hurry eagerly into any scheme which had benevolence for its motive, I 
readily believe ; but that Pat should have been able to maintain that 
calm, all-seeing, all-enduring species of superintendence necessary to 
direct the working of the best plan of prison discipline, I greatly 
hesitate to believe. 

Well, leaving all this, I wish Mr. Mackay good luck, with some 
little doubt of his success, but none of his intentions. I am come in 
my work to that point where a lady who works a stocking must 
count by threads, and bring the various loose ends of my story to- 
getlier. They are too many. 

February 21. — Last night after dinner I rested from my work, 
and read third part of [Theodore Hook’s] Saymgs and Doings^ which 
shows great knowledge of life in a certain sphere, and very consider- 
able powers of wit, wliich somewhat damages the effect of the tragic 
parts. But he is an able writer, and so much of his work is well 
said, that it will carry through what is manquL I hope the same 
good fortune for other folks. 


^ To Jdll, i.e.^ to olcvato or liU up anything 
quickly; thi.s iipi)li('(l, lu(li(U'ou.sly, to tiickiiqi 
hy u halter. — Jaiiiiijsou’a DkLionury. 


“ Their bare preacliiiif? now 
Malles the thrush bush keep the cow 
Better tliuu Scots or EngliBli kings 
Could do by Uiltiui'- them with strings.” 

Cl.ELi.Nn. 
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I am watering and waiting till I Lit on some quaint and clever 
mode of extricating, but do not see a glimpse of any one. James B., 
too, discourages me a good deal by bis silence, waiting, I suppose, to 
be invited to disgorge a full allowance of bis critical bile. But lie 
may wait long enough, for I am discouraged enough. Now here is 
the" advantage of Edinburgh. In the country, if a sense of inability 
once seizes me, it haunts me from morning to night ; but in Edin- 
burgh the time is so occupied and frittered away by official duties 
and chance occupation, that you have not time to play Master Stephen 
and be gentlemanlike and melancholy.^ On the other hand, you 
never feel in town those spirit-stirring influences — those glances of 
sunshine that make amends for clouds and mist. The country is 
said to be quieter life ; not to me, I am sure. In the town the busi- 
ness I have to do hardly costs me more thought than just occupies 
my mind, and I have as much of gossip and ladylike chat as con- 
sumes the time pleasantly enough. In the country I am thrown en- 
tirely on my own resources, and there is no medium betwixt happi- 
ness and the reverse. 

February 22. — Went to Court, and remained there until one 
o’clock. Then to Mr. Colvin Smith’s and sat to be stared at till three 
o’clock. This is a great bore even when you have a companion, sad 
when you are alone and can only disturb the painter by your chatter. 
After dinner I had proofs to the number of four. J. B. is outra- 
geous about the death of Oliver Proudfoot, one of the characters ; 
but I have a humour to be cruel. 

“His business ’tis to die.*’ 

Received a present from a Mr. Dobie of a candlestick said to be that 
of the Rev. Mr. Guthrie, minister of Fenwick in the seveateorith cen- 
tury, — very civil of a gentleman unknown, if there comes no request 
to look over poems, or to get made a gauger, or the like, for I have 
seen that kind of compliment made on the principle on which small 
balloons are sent up before a large one, to see how the wind sits. 
After dinner proof-sheets. 

February 23. — Morning proof-sheets galore. Then to Parliament 
House. After that, at one, down to Sir William MacLeod Bannatyne, 
who has made some discoveries concerning Bannatyne the collector 
of poetry, and furnished me with some notes to that purpose, lie 
informs me that the MacLeod, alias MacCruiskin, who met Dr. John- 
son on the Isle of Skye, was Mr. Alexander MacLeod, Advocate, a son 
of MacLeod of Muiravonside. He was subject to fits of insanity at 
times, very clever at others.^ Sir William mentioned the old ‘Laird 
of Bernera, who, summoned by his Chief to join him with all the men 


1 See Johnson’s Every Man in his Humour^ ^ See Boswell’s Johnson, Croker’s ed. imp. 
Act I. Sc. 3. avo, p. 318. 
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he could make, when the Chief was raising his men for Government, 
sent him a letter to this purpose: — “Dear Laird, — No man would 
like better to be at your back than I would ; but on this occasion it 
cannot be. I send my men, who are at your service ; for myself, 
higher duties carry me elsewhere.” He went off accordingly alone, 
and joined Raasay as a volunteer. I returned by the printing-office 
and found J. B. in great feather. He tells me Cadell, on squaring his 
books and making allowance for bad debts, has made between £3000 
and £4000, lodged in bank. He does nothing but with me. Thus 
we stand on velvet as to finance. Met Staff a, ^ who walked with me 
and gave me some Gaelic words which I wanted. 

I may mention that I saw at the printing-office a part of a review 
on Leigli Hunt’s Anecdotes of Byron. It is written with power, ap- 
parently by Professor Wilson, but with a degree of passion which 
rather diminishes the effect ; for nothing can more lessen the dignity 
of the satirist than being or seeming to be in a passion. I think it 
may come to a bloody arbitrament,^ for if L. H. should take it up as 
a gentleman, Wilson is the last man to fiincli. I hope Lockhart will 
not be dragged in as second or otherwise. Went to Jeffrey’s to din- 
ner — there were Mrs. and Miss Sydney Smith, Lords Gillies and Core- 
house, etc., etc. 

Fehruary 24. — I fancy I had drunk a glass or two over much last 
night, for I have tlio heartburn this morning. But a little magnesia 
salves that sore. Meantime I have had an inspiration which shows 
me my good angel bas not left me. For these two or throe days I 
have been at what the “Critic” calls a dead-lock^ — all my incidents 
and personages ran into a gordian knot of confusion, to which I could 
devise no possible extrication. I had thought on the subject several 
days with something like the despair which seized the fair princess, 
commanded l)y her ugly step-mother to assort a whole garret full of 
tangled silk thrcjads of every kind and colour, when in comes Prince 
Percinet with a wand, whisks it over the miscellaneous mass, and lo ! 
all the threads are as nicely arranged as in a seamstress’ housewife. 
It has often happ(!ned to me that when 1 w(mt to bed with my head 
as ignorant as my shoulders what 1 was to do next, I have waked in 
the morning with a distinct and a(a;urate conception of the mode, 
good or bad, in which the plot might be extricated. It seems to me 

i Sir Reginald SteiiarL Setnii of Staira, for rancour iii February, 1821 (Scott and CliriBtio), 
many years Stu'reLary to tin* Higliland and and in March, 1822 (Stuart and Boswell), with 

ricultural Society; died at Kdinbur}j;h in 18:18. all the untold doinostic miseries aocoini)anying 

- On reading the savat'o article on Hunt’s them. U is satisfactory to think that this was 
Byron published in Bladavood for Marcli, 1828, about the last oftln^se uncalled for lih'rary on- 
Sir Waiter’s tbouf-'lits must have gone bade not slaughts, as one llnds, in turning over the pages 
only to (Jourgaud’s alfair of tin; pnwioiis year, ol' Jtfacicwood, that in ISIM, I’rofessor Wilson 
and to the more' serious matU'r of the liramn 'm tbo NocJvs rebuk(!s soimi one lor reviving 
newspaper in 1821,— when, to Lord Cock- ‘dbrgotten falsehoods,” prais<‘s Leigh Hunt’s 
burn’s words, “ it was dreadful to think that a LmitOm Journal, and adds tln^ ecstatic words, 
life lik(‘ Scott's was for a moiiumt in ihuH in whidi he also addr('KS(>d laUu* on to Lord Jef- 
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that the action of the intellect, on such occasions, is rather accelerated 
by the little fever which an extra glass of wine produces on the sys- 
tem. Of course excess is out of the question. Now this may seem 
strange, but it is quite true ; and it is no less so that I have generally 
written to the middle of one of these novels, without having the least 
idea how it was to end, in short in the hah nab at a venture style of 
composition. So now, this hitch being over, I fold my paper, lock 
up my journal, and proceed to labour with good hope. 

February 25. — This being Monday, I carried on my work accord- 
ing to the new model. Dined at home and in quiet. But I may 
notice that yesterday Mr. Williams, the learned Rector of our new 
Academy, who now leaves us, took his dinner here. We had a long 
philological t§te-a-tete. He is opiiiionative, as he has some title to 
be, but very learned, and with a juster view of his subject than is 
commonly entertained, for he traces words to the same source — not 
from sound but sense. He casts backwards thus to the root, while 
many compare the ends of the twigs without going further. 

This night I went to the funeral of Mr. Henderson, late of Eildon 
Hall, a kind-hearted man, who rose to great wealth by honest means, 
and will be missed and regretted. 

In the evening I went to the promenade in tlie Exhibition of Pict- 
ures, which was splendidly lighted up and filled with fashionable 
company. I think there was a want of beauty, — or perhaps the gas- 
lights were unfavourable to the ladies’ looks. 

February 26. — Business filled up the day till one, when I sat to 
Mr. Smith. Tedious work, even though Will Clerk chaperoned me. 
We dined at Archie Swinton’s. Met Lord Lothian, Lord Cringletie, 
etc. This day I have wrought almost nothing, but I am nearly half 
a volume before the press. Lord Morton,’ married to a daughter of 
my friend Sir George Rose, is come to Edinburgh. He seems a very 
gentlemanlike man, and she pleasing and willing to be pleased. 1 
had the pleasure to be of some little use to him in his election as one 
of the Scottish Peers. I owe Sir George Rose much for his attention 
to Walter at Berlin. 

February 27. — At Court till half-past two. Then to the Waterloo 
Tavern, where we had a final and totally unfriictuous meeting with 
the Committee of the Coal Gas people. So now my journey to Lon- 
don is resolved on. I shall lose at least £500 by the job, and get lit- 
tle thanks from those I make the sacrifice for. But the sacrifice shall 
he made. Anything is better than to break oiui’s word, or desei*t a 
sinking vessel. Heartily do I wish these “Colliers” had seen the 
matter in the best light for their own interest. But there is no help. 
One thing is certain, that I shall see my whole family once more 
around me, and tliat is worth the £500. Anne too starts at the idea 
of the sea, I am horribly vexed, however. Gibson always expected 


Sholto Douglas, eighteenth Earl of Morton. 
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tliey would come in, but there seemed to me little chance of it ; per- 
haps they thought we were not serious in our proposal to push through 
the Act. Wrought a little in the evening, not much. 

February 28. — At Court till Four. When I came home I did 
work a little, but as we expected company it was not to much pur- 
pose. Lord Chief-Commissioner dined with us with Miss Adam; 
Mr. Hutchinson, brother of Lord Donoughmore, and Miss Jones, Will 
Clerk and John Thomson made up the party, and we had a pleasant 
evening, as such a handful always secures. Stayed till wine-and- 
^ater time. Thus flew another day. 

February 29. — I had my proof-sheets as usual in the morning 
and the Court as usual till two. Then one or two visits and correct- 
ed the discourses for Gordon. Tliis is really a foolish scrape, but 
what could I do % It involved the poor lad’s relief from something 
very like ruin. I got a letter from the young man Reynolds accept- 
ing on Heath’s part my terms for article to The Keepsake^ namely 
£500, — I to be at liberty to reprint the article in my works after 
three years. Mr. Heath to print it in The Keepsake as long and often 
as he pleases, but not in any other form. I shall close with them. If 
I make my proposed bargain with Murray, all pecuniary matters will 
be easy in an unusual degree. J lined at Robert Hamilton’s with 
Lord and Lady Belhaveu, Walter Campbell, and a number of West- 
landers. 



MARCH 


March 1. — Wrought a little this morning; always creeping on. 
We had a hard pull at the Court, and after it I walked a little for 
exercise, as I fear indigestion from dining out so often. 

Dined to-day with the hankers who went as delegates to London 
in Malachi Malagrowther’s days. Sir John Hay Kinnear and Toni 
Allan were my only acquaintances of the party; the rest seemed 
shrewd capable men. I particularly remarked a Mr. Sandeman with 
as intellectual a head as I ever witnessed. 

March 2. — A day of hard work with little interruption, and com- 
pleted volume second. I am not much pleased with it. It w-ants 
what I desire it to have, and that is passion. 

The two Ballantynes and Mr. Cadell dined with me quietly. 
Heard from London ; all well. 

March 3. — I set about clearing my desk of unanswered letters, 
which I had suffered to accumulate to an Augean heap. I daresay I 
wrote twenty cards that might have been written at the time without 
half-a-minute being lost. To do everything when it ought to be 
done is the soul of expedition. But then, if you are interrupted 
eternally with these petty avocations, the current of the mind is com- 
pelled to flow in shallows, and you lose the deep intensity of thongbt 
which alone can float plans of depth and magnitude. I sometimes 
wish I were one of those formalists who can assign each hour of the 
day its special occupations, not to be encroached upon ; but it always 
returns upon my mind that I do better a la dehandade than I could 
with rules of regular study. A work begun is with me a stone 
turned over with the purpose of rolling it down hill. The first revo- 
lutions are made with difficulty — but vires acqitirit eitndo. Now, 
were the said stone arrested in its progress, the whole labour would 
be to commence again. To take a less conceited simile : I am like a 
spvined horse, who sets out lame and stiff, but when he warms in 
his gear makes a pretty good trot of it, so that it is better to take a 
good stage of him while you can get it. Besides, after all, I have 
known most of those formalists, who were not men of business or of 
office to whom hours are prescribed as a part of duty, but who volun- 
tarily makes themselves 

“Slaves to an hour, and vassals to a bell,”* — 
to be what I call very poor creatures. 

_ 1 Oldham— “Lines addressed to a friend about to leave the University .”— and Tnmsla^ 
tions, 8vo. Loud. 169i. 
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General Ainslie looked in, and saddened me by talking of poor 
Don. ■ Tbe General is a medallist, and entertains an opinion that the 
bonnet-piece of James v. is the work of some Scottish artist who died 
young, and never did anything else. It is far superior to anything 
which the Mint produced since the Roman denarii. He also told me 
that the name of Andrea de Ferrara is famous in Italy as an ar- 
mourer. 

•Dined at home, and went to the Royal Society in the evening af- 
ter sending off my processes for the Sheriff Court. Also went after 
the Society to Mr. James Russell’s symposium. 

March 4. — A letter from Italy signed J. S. with many acute re- 
marks on inaccuracies in the life of Bonaparte. 

His tone is hostile decidedly, but that shall not prevent my mak- 
ing use of all his corrections where just. 

The wretched publication of Leigh Hunt on the subject of Byron 
is to bring forward Tom Moore’s life of that distinguished poet, and 
I am honoured and flattered by the information that he means to 
dedicate it to me.’ 

A great deal of worry in the Court to-day, and I lost my specta- 
cles, and was a dark and perplexed man — found them again though. 
Wrote to Lockhart and to Charles, and will do more if I can, but am 
sadly done up. An old friend came and pressed unmercifully some 
selfish request of his own to ask somebody to do something for his 
son. I shall be glad to be at Abbotsford to get rid of this town, 
where I have not, in the proper and social sense of the word, a single 
friend whose company pleases me. In the country I have alwayir* 
Tom Purdie. 

Dined at the Lord Chief-Commissioner’s, where I met, the first 
time for thirty years, my old friend and boon companion, with whom 
I shared the wars of Bacchus, Venus, and sometimes of Mars. The 
past rushed on me like a Hood and almost brought tears into ray eyes. 
It is no very laudable exploit to record, but I once drank three bot- 
tles of wine with this same rogue — Sir William Forbes and Sir Alex- 
ander Wood being of the party. David Erskine of Cardross keeps 
his looks l)etter than most of our contemporaries. I hope we shall 
meet for a longer time. 

March 5. — 1 corrected sheets, and, being a Teiiid Wednesday, be- 
gan the second volume and proc.eed(Hl as far as page fourth. 

We dined at Hector Macdonald’s with several Highlanders, most 
of whom were in their garb, intiuiding to go to a great fancy ball in 
the evening. There were young Cluny Ma(‘.pherson, Campbell Airds, 
Campbell Saddell, and others of the race of Diarmid. I went for an 
hour to the ball, where there w(‘re many g^ay and some grotesque fig- 

1 On tlio 20tli April Moon* writes to Scott: ‘With folly at full length lietweou.’ 

“ 1 am tlelighted you do not rojert iny prollcnul 

dedication, though iK'twi'cii two such nanu's us Howc'vcr, never mind ; in cordial feeling’: and 
yours and Byron’s I shall but r(‘ali.s(* the <lc p;ood fellowship 1 lUittcr niysell' I am a match 
Bcriptiou in the old couplet of Wisdom and Wit, fur either of you.” 
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ures. A dressed ball is, for the first half-hour, a splendid spectacle ; 
you see youth and beauty dressed in their gayest attire, unlimited, 
save by their own taste, and enjoying the conscious power of charm- 
ing, which gives such life and alacrity to the features. But the charm 
ceases in this like everything else. The want of masks takes away 
the audacity with which the disguised parties conduct themselves at 
a masquerade, and [leaves] the sullen sheepishness which makes them, 
I suppose, the worst maskers in Europe. At the only real masquer- 
ade which I have known in Edinburgh there were many, if not most, 
of those who had determined to sustain characters, who had more ill- 
breeding than facetiousness. The jests were chiefly calculated to 
give pain, and two or three quarrels were with difficulty prevented 
from ripening into duels. A fancy ball has no offence in it, therefore 
cannot be wrecked on this rock. But, on the other hand, it is horri- 
bly dull work when the first coup (Toeil is over. 

There were some good figures, and some grossly absurd. A very 
gay cavalier with a broad bright battle-axe was pointed out to me as 
an eminent distiller, and another kniglit in the black coarse armour 
of a cuirassier of the iVth century stalked about as if he thought 
himself the very mirror of chivalry. He was the son of a cele- 
brated upholsterer, so might claim the broad axe from more titles 
than one. There was some good dancing ; Oluny Macplierson foot- 
ed it gallantly. 

March 6. — Wrote two pages this morning before breakfast. Went 
to the Court, where I learned that the “ Colliers ” are in alarm at the 
determination shown by our Committee, and are willing to give bet- 
ter terms. I hope this is so — but Cogwn na Slue — })eace or war, I 
care not. I never felt less anxiety about where I went and wJiat I 
did. A feather just lighted on the ground can scarce be less con- 
cerned where the next blast may carry it. If I go, 1 sliall see my 
children — if I stay, I shall mend my fortune. Dined at home and 
went to the play in the evening. Lady Torphichen had commanded 
the play, and there were all my Swinton cousins young and old. The 
play was “ A Bold Stroke for a Wife,” ^ — Charles Kembh^ acting as 
Feignwell. The plot is extravagant nonsense, but witli lively acting 
the ludicrousness of the situation bears it through, and few comedies 
act better. After this came lioh Roy^ where tlie Bailie played with 
his usual excellence. The piece was not over until near one in the 
morning, yet I did not feel tired — which is much. 

March 1. — To-day I wrought and corrected proof-sheets ; went to 
the Court, and had a worry at the usual trashy small wares which are 
presented at the end of a Session. An official predecessor of mine, 
the facetious Robert Sinclair, was wont to say the three last days of 
the Session should be abolished by Act of Parliament.^ Came home 
late, and was a good deal broken in upon by visitors. Amongst 


1 By Mrs. Centlivre. 


See Life, vol viii. p. 257 n. 
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others, John Swinton, now of Swinton, brought me the skull of his 
ancestor, Sir Allan Swinton, who flourished five hundred years ago. 

I will get a cast made of the stout old carle. It is rare to see a genu- 
ine relic of the mortal frame drawing so far back. Went to my Lord 
Gillies’s to dinner, and witnessed a singular exhibition of personifica- 
tion. 

Miss Stirling Grame,^ a lady of the Duntroon family, from which 
Clavcrs was descended, looks like thirty years old, and has a face of 
the Scottish cast, with a good expression in point of good sense and 
good humour. Her conversation, so far as I have had the advantage 
of hearing it, is shrewd and sensible, but no ways brilliant. She dined 
with us, went off as to the play, and returned in the character of an 
old Scottish lady. Her dress and behaviour were admirable, and the 
conversation unique. I was in the secret, of course, did my best to 
keep up the ball, but she cut me out of all feather. The prosing ac- 
count she gave of her son, the antiquary, who found an auld wig in a ’ 
slate quarry, was extremely ludicrous, and she puzzled the Professor 
of Agriculture with a merciless account of the succession of crops in 
the parks around her old mansion-house. No person to whom the 
secret was not intrusted had the least guess of an impostor, except 
one shrewd young lady present, who observed the hand narrowly 
and saw it was plumper than the age of the lady scorned to war- 
rant. This lady, and Miss BelP of Coldstream, have this gift of 
personification to a much higher degree than any person I ever saw. 

March 8. — Wrote in the morning, then to Court, where we had a 
sederunt till nigh two o’clock. From thence to the Coal Gas Com- 
mittee, with whom we held another, and, thank God, a final meeting. 
Gibson went with me. They had Mr. Munro, Trotter, Tom Burns, 
and Inglis. The scene put me in mind of Chichester Cheyne’s story 
of a Shawnee Indian and himself, dodging each other from behind 
trees, for six or seven hours, ea(di in the hope of a successful shot. 
There was bullying on both sides, but we bullied to best purpose, for 


1 Miss Oniliam tolls uh in lior Mystifioatiom 
(Edin. IsrU) that Sir Walter, on loaviiiK tlio 
room, wliisporod in licr oar, “ Awa, awa, tlu^ 
Dcil ’s owor j^rit wi’ you.” “To moot Imr in 
company,” wrote Dr, John Brown half a r.on- 
tury lator, when she was still tho charm aiul 
tho deliffht as well uk tho c,(mtn! of a lar^t' oir- 
olo of fricndK, “one Haw a(|uiot, uni>reten(linj(, 
sonsiblo, Hhrowd, kindly little lady; porhapK 
you would not remark anythin}; (ixtra(»rdinary 
in lior, but lot bor fmt on Uir. old lady ; it w:i.h 
as if a warlock Hi»fdl luul paH.s<uI ov<‘r her; not 
merely bor look but hor naluro wan c.han^'cul: 
ber spirit had i)aKHod into tho charnctor slm 
rcprcfionted; and joHt, qiiic.k ndort, wliimnical 
fancy, tho wildest n()nH(mKO llow(ul from lu'r 
lips, with a freedom and truth to nature which 
appeared to bo impoKKible in her own person- 
ality,” 

With this faculty for satire and imitalioji, 
Miss Graham no.ver used it to {;ive pan». She 
was as much at hoim*. too, with old Scotch 


sayings as Sir Walter himsolf. For example, 
speaking of a, field of cold, wot land she said, 
“ It grat a’ winter and giriied a’ simmer,” and 
of herself one morning at breakfast when slio 
thought she was getting Loo much attention 
from her guests (she was at this time over 
nin<d.y) she exclaimed, “I’m like tho bride in 
the old song:— 

‘ Twa wqro blnwlng ftl, licr iiosn 
And tbriKi wore tninlillnp; nl. bor slioon,’ ” 

Miss Graham’s friends will never forget tho 
(iVoningH they havo spent at 20 Forth Street, 
Kalinhnrgh, or their visits at Duntruno, whore 
the v(5noral)lo lady died in lior ninety-sixth 
y<;ar in September, 1877. 

3 Miss Elizabeth Boll, daughter of tho Rev. 
James Bell, minister of the parish of Gold- 
stream from 1778 to 1704 . Tliis lady lived all 
her life in her native I’.onnty, and died at a 
great age at a house on tho Tweed, named 
Snrimrhill. in IHTO. 
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wc must have surrendered at discretion, notwithstanding the bold face 
we put on it. On the other hand, I am convinced they have got a 

capital bargain. i -r 

March 9. — I set about arranging my papers, a task which I al- 
ways take up with the greatest possible ill-will and which makes me 
cruelly nervous. I don’t know why it should be so, for I have noth- 
ing particularly disagreeable to look at ; far from it, I am better than 
I was at this time last year, my hopes firmer, my health stronger, my 
affairs bettered and bettering. Yet I feel an inexpressible nervous- 
ness in consequence of this employment. The memory, though it 
retains all that has passed, has closed sternly over it ; and this rum- 
maging, like a bucket dropped suddenly into a well, deranges and 
confuses the ideas which slumbered on the mind. I am nervous, 
and I am bilious, and, in a word, I am unhappy. This is wrong, very 
wrong; and it is reasonably to be apprehended that something of se- 
rious misfortune will be the deserved punishment of this pusillani- 
mous lowness of spirits. Strange that one who, in most things, may 
be said to have enough of the ‘‘ care na by ”, should be subject to such 
vile weakness ! Well, having written myself down an ass, I will daub 
it no farther, but e’en trifle till the humour of work comes. 

Before the humour came I had two or three long visits. Drum- 
mond Hay, the antiquary and ly on-herald, came in.* I do not know 
anything which relieves the mind so much from the sullens as tri- 
fling discussion about antiquarian old-womanries. It is like knitting 
a stocking, diverting the mind without occupying it ; or it is like, by 
Our Lady, a mill-dam, which leads one’s thoughts gently and imper- 
ceptibly out of the channel in which they are chafing and boiling. 
To be sure, it is only conducting them to turn a child’s mill ; what 
signifies that? — the diversion is a relief, though the object is of little 
importance. I cannot tell what we talked of ; but I remember we 
concluded with a lamentation on the unlikelihood that Government 
would give the Museum £2000 to purchase the bronze Aqoollo lately 
discovered in France, although the God of Delos stands six feet two 
in his stocking-soles, and is perfectly entire, saving that on the right 
side he wants half a hip, and the leg from the knee, and that on the 
left his heel is much damaged. Colonel Ferguson just come to town 
— dines with us. 

March 10. — I had a world of trumpery to do this morning: cards 
to write, and business to transact, visits to make, etc. Received let- 
ters from the youth who is to conduct The Keepsake^ with blarney on 
a £200 Bank note. No blarney in that. I must set about doing 
something for these worthies. I was obliged to go alone to dine 
at Mr. Scott Gala’s. Met the Sinclair family. Lady Sinclair told me 
a singular story of a decrepit man keeping a lonely toll at a place 
called the Rowan-tree, on the frontiers, as I understood, between 


1 Ante, p- 166. 
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Ayrshire and Dumfriesshire [Wigtownshire ?]. It was a wild, lonely 
spot, and was formerly inhabited by .robbers and assassins, who mur- 
dered passengers. They were discovered by a boy whom they had 
taken into the cottage as a menial. He had seen things which 
aroused his attention, and was finally enlightened as to the trade of 
his masters by hearing one of them, as he killed a goat, remark that 
■the cries of the creature resembled those of the last man they had 
dealt with. The boy fled from the house, lodged an information, 
and the whole household was seized and executed. The present in- 
habitants Lady Sinclair described as interesting. The man’s feet 
and legs had been frost-bitten while herding the cattle, and never re- 
covered the strength of natural limbs. Yet he had acquired some 
education, and was a country schoolmaster for some time, till the dis- 
tance and loneliness of the spot prevented pupils from attending. 
His daughter was a reader, and begged for some old magazines, 
newspapers, or any printed book, that she might enjoy reading. 
They might have been better had they been allowed to keep a cow. 
But if they had been in comfortable circumstances, they would have 
had visitors and lodgers, who might have carried guns to destroy the 
gentleman’s creation, i.e, game ; and for this risk the wretches were 
kept in absolute and abject poverty. I would rather be him- 

self than this brutal Earl. The daughter showed Lady Sinclair a 
well in the midst of a small bog, of great depth, into which, like 
Thurtell and Probert, they used to thrust the bodies of their victims 
till they had an opportunity of burying them. Lady Sinclair stooped 
to taste the water, but the young woman said, with a strong expres- 
sion of horror, You would not drink it?” Such an impression 
had the tale, probably two centuries old, made upon the present in- 
habitants of this melancholy spot. The whole legend is curious ; I 
will try to get hold of it.^ 

March 11.— I sent Reynolds a sketch of two Scottish stories for 
subjects of art for his Jteepsake — the death of the Laird’s Jock the 
one, the other the adventure of Duncan Stuart with the stag. 

Mr. Drummond Hay breakfasted with me — a good fellow, but a 
considerable bore. He brought me a beautiful bronze statue of Her- 
cules, about ten inches or a foot in height, beautifully wrought. He 
bought it in France for 70 francs, and refused £300 from Payne 
Knight. It is certainly a most beautiful piece of art. The lion’s 
hide which hung over the shoulders had been of silver, and, to turn 
it to account, the arm over which it hung was cut off ; otherwise the 
statue was perfect and extremely well wrought. Allan Swinton’s 
skull sent back to Archibald S win ton. 

March 12. — The boy got four leaves of copy to-day, and I wrote 
three more. Received by Mr. Cadell from Treuttel and Wurtz for 
articles in Foreign Review £52, 10s., which is at my credit with him. 

1 The Murder Hole, a story founded on the tradition and under this name, was printed in 
Blackwood's Mag., vol. xxv. p. 189: 1829. 
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Poor Gillies Las therefore kept his word so far, but it is enough to 
have sacrificed £100 to him already in literary labour, which I make 
him welcome to. I cannot spare him more — which, besides, would 
do him no good. 

March 13, [Abbotsford], — I wrote a little in the morning and sent 
off some copy. We came off from Edinburgh at ten o’clock, and got 
to Abbotsford by four, where everything looks unusually advanced ; 
the birds singing and the hedges budding, and all other prospects of 
spring too premature to be rejoiced in. 

I found that, like the foolish virgins, the servants had omitted to 
get oil for my lamp, so I was obliged to be idle all the evening. But 
though I had a diverting book, the Tales of the Munster Festivals^^ 
yet an evening without writing hung heavy on my hands. The Tales 
are admirable. But they have one fault, that the crisis is in more 
cases than one protracted after a keen interest has been excited, to 
explain and to resume parts of the story which should have been told 
before. Scenes of mere amusement are often introduced betwixt the 
crisis of the plot and the final catastrophe. This is impolitic. But 
the scenes and characters are traced by a firm, bold, and true pencil, 
and my very criticism shows that the catastrophe is interesting, — 
otherwise who would care for its being interrupted ? 

March [14 to] 16. — The same record applies to these three days. 
From seven to half-past nine writing — from half-past nine to a quar- 
ter past ten a hearty breakfast. From eleven or thereby, to one or 
two, wrote again, and from one or two ride, drive, or walk till dinner- 
time — for two or three hours — ^five till seven, dine and rest yourself 
— seven till nine, wrote two pages more, from nine to quarter past ten 
lounge, read the papers, and then go to bed. If your story is toler- 
ably forward you may, I think, keep at this rate for twelve days, 
which would be a volume. But no brain could hold it out longer. 
Wrote two additional leaves in the evening. 

March 17. — Sent away copy this morning to J. B. with proofs. I 
then wrote all the day till two o’clock, walked round the thicket and 
by the water-side, and returning set to work again. So that T have 
finished five leaves before dinner, and may discuss two more if I can 
satisfy myself with the way of winding up the story. There are al- 
ways at the end such a plaguey number of stitches to take up, which 
usually are never so well done but they make a l)otch. T will try if 
the cigar will inspire me. Hitherto I have been pretty clear, and I 
see my way well enough, only doubt of making others sec it with 
sufficient simplicity. . But it is near five, and i am too hungry to 
write more.^ 

“Ego nunquam potui scribcrc jcjiinus.” 

March 18. — I was sorely worried by the black dog this morning, 

1 Written by Gerald Griffin. 2 SL Vakntin&'s Eve, or The Fair Maid of 

Perth. 
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that vile palpitation of the heart — ^that tremor cordis — that hysterical 
passion which forces unhidden sighs and tears, and falls upon a con- 
tented life like a drop of ink on white paper, which is not the less a 
stain because it conveys no meaning. I wrought three leaves, how- 
ever, and the story goes on. I dined at the Club of the Selkirkshire, 
yeomanry, now disbanded. 

“ The Eldrich knight gave up .his arms 
With many a sorrowful sigh.” 

The dissolution of the Yeomanry was the act of the last ministry. 
The present did not alter the measure on account of the expense 
saved. I am one of the oldest, if not the very oldest Yeoman in 
Scotland, and have seen the rise, progress, and noV the fall of this 
very constitutional part of the national force. Its efficacy, on oc- 
casions of insurrection, was sufficiently proved in the Radical time. 
But besides, it kept up a spirit of harmony between the proprietors 
of land and the occupiers, and made them known to and beloved by 
each other ; and it gave to the young men a sort of military and 
high-spirited character, which always does honour to a country. The 
manufacturers are in great glee on this occasion. I wish Parlia- 
ment, as they have turned the Yeoman adrift somewhat scornfully, 
may not have occasion to roar them in again. ^ 

March 19. — I applied myself again to my labour, my mind flow- 
ing in a less gloomy current than yesterday. I laboured with little 
interruption, excepting a walk as far as Faldonside with the dogs, and 
at night I had not finished more than three leaves. But, indeed, it 
is pretty fair ; I must not work my brains too hard, in case of pro- 
voking the hypochondria which extreme exertion or entire indolence 
are equally unfavourable to. 

March 20. — Thomson breakfasted. I left him soon, being desir- 
ous to finish my labours. The volume is finished, all but one fourth 
or somewhat shorter ; four days should despatch it easily, but 1 have 
letters to write and things are getting into disorder. I took a drive 
with my daughter, for exercise, and called at Huntly Burn. This 
evening went on with work as usual ; there was not above four pages 
finished, but my conscience is quiet on my exertions. 

March 21. — I received young Why thank to breakfast, and talked 
genealogy, which he understands well ; I have not a head for it. I 
only value it as interspersed with anecdote. Whytbank’s relationship 
and mine exists by the Shaws. A younger brother of Shaw of Sau- 
chie, afterwards Greenock, chief of the name, was minister of the 
Kirk of Selkirk. My great-grandfather, John Rutherford, minister 
of the gospel at Yarrow, married one of this reverend gentleman’s 
daughters; and John Pringle, rector of Fogo, great-grandfather of 
the present Whytbank, married another. It was Christian Shaw, my 

1 CoriolanuSj Act vi. Sc. 6. 
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^raiidmotlier, who possessed the manuscript respecting the murder of 
the Shaws by the Master of Sinclair.^ She could not, according to 
the reckoning of that age, he a distant relation. Whytbank parted, 
agreeing to return to dinner to meet the bride and bridegroom. I 
had little time to write, for Colonel Russell, my cousin, called between 
one and two, and he also agreed to stay dinner ; so I had a walk 
of three hours with him in the plantations. At dinner we had Mr. 
and Mrs. Bruce, Mr. Scrope, Mrs. and Dr. Brewster, Whytbank, Rus- 
sell, and young Nicol Milne, who will be a pleasant lad if he had a 
little polish. I was glad of the society, as I had rather felt the hesoin 
de parler, which was perhaps one cause of my recent dumps. Scrope 
and Colonel Russell stayed all night ; the rest went home. 

March 22. — Had a packet from James — low about the novel ; but 
I had another from Cadell equally uppish. He proposes for three 
novels in eighteen months, which would be £12,600. Well, I like 
the bookseller’s predictions better than the printer’s. Neither are 
bad judges ; but James, who is the best, is not sensible of historical 
descriptions, and likes your novel style out and out. 

Cadell’s letter also contained a state of cash matters, since much 
improved. I will arrange them a day or two hence. I wrote to-day 
and took a long walk. The thought more than once passed over me, 
Why go to London? I shall but throw away £150 or £200 which 
were better saved. Then on the other hand, it is sucli a gratification 
to see all the children that I must be tempted. If I were alone, I could 
scrub it, but there’s no doing that with Anne. 

March 23. — I wrought regularly till one, and then took the wood 
and marked out to Tom the places I would have thinned, particularly 
at the Carlin’s hole, which will require much thinning. I had a letter 
from Cadell stating that 3000 Talcs of a Grandfather must go to 
press, bringing a return to me of £240, the price being £80 per thou- 
sand. This is snug enough, and will prettily cover my London jour- 
ney, and I really think ought in fairness to silence my prudential re- 
morse. With my usual delight in catching an apology for escaping 
the regular task of the day, I threw by the novel of St. Valentine’s 
Eve and began to run through and correct the Gran(Jfather\^ Tales 
for the press. If I live to finish them, they will be a good thing for 
my younger children. If I work to the amount of £10,000 a year 
for the creditors, I think I may gain a few hundreds for my own fam- 
ily at by-hours. 

March 24. — Sent copy and proof to J. I continued my revi- 
sion of the Tales of a Grandfather till half-past one. Then went to 


1 Ante, p. 300. 

2 It may have been with this packet that the 
following admonitory note was sent to Ballan- 
tyne:— “Dear James, — I return the sheets of 
Tales with some waste of Napoleon for ballast. 
Pray read’ like a lynx, for with all your devoted 
atteutioa things will escape. Irriagine your 


printing that the Douglases after James rr. had 
dirked the Earl, trailed the royal Hiif(i-conduct 
at tho TAIL of a seriring man, instead of the 
tail of a starved Mare . — Yours truly, however, 
W. S.” So printed in first edition, vol. ii. p. 
129, but corrected in tho subsequent editions to 
“ a miserable cart jade. ’ ’ 
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Torwoodlee to wait on George Pringle and his bride. We did not 
see the young people, but the old Laird and Miss Pringle gave us a 
warm reception, and seemed very happy on the occasion. We had 
friends to dinner, Mr. and Mrs. Theobald, Charles Kerr and his wife, 
my old acquaintance Magdalen Hepburn, whose whole [kin] was known 
to me and mine. I have, now seen the fifth generation of the family 
in Mrs. Kerr’s little girl, who travels with them. Well — I partly wish 
we had been alone. Yet it is perhaps better. We made our day out 
tolerably well, having the advantage of Mr. Davidoff and his friend 
Mr. Collyer to assist us. 

March 25. — Mr. and Mrs. Kerr left us, Mr. DavidoK and Mr. Coll- 
yer also. Mr. Davidoff showed himself a good deal affected, I hope 
well of this young nobleman, and trust the result will justify my ex- 
pectations, but it may be doubted if his happiness be well considered 
by those who send a young person, destined to spend his life under 
a despotic government, to receive the ideas and opinions of such a 
people as we are : 

“where ignorance is bliss, 

’Tis folly to be wise.”^ 

We drove as far as Yair with Mr. and Mrs. Theobald. The lady read 
after dinner — and read well. 

March 26. — The Theobalds left us, giving me time to work a lit- 
tle. A walk of two hours diversified my day. I received Cadell’s 
scheme for the new edition. 1 fear the trustees will think Cadell’s 
plan expensive in the execution. Yet he is right ; for, to ensure a 
return of speedy sale, the new edition should be both handsome and 
cheap. He proposes size a Royal 12mo, with a capital engraving to 
each volume from a design by the best artists. This infers a mon- 
strous expense, but in the present humour of the public ensures the 
sale. The price will be 5s. per volume, and the whole set, 32 volumes, 
from Waverley to Woodstock included, will be £8. 

March 27. — This also was a day of labour, affording only my usual 
interval of a walk. Five or six sheets was the result. We now ap- 
propinque an end. My story has unhappily a divided interest ; there 
are three distinct strands of the rope, and they are not well twisted 
together. “Ah, Sirs, a foul fawt,” as Captain Tommy says. 

March 28. — The days have little to distinguish each other, very 
little. The morning study, the noontide walk, all monotonous and 
inclined to be melancholy ; God help me ! But I have not had any 
nervous attack. Read Tales of an Antiquary one of the chime of 
bells which I have some hand in setting a-ringing. He is really en- 
titled to the name of an antiquary ; but he has too much description 
in proportion to the action. There is a capital wardrobe of proper- 
ties, but the performers do not act up to their character. 


1 Gray’s Ode on Mon. 


2 By Richard Thomson, author of Chronicles 
of London Bridge, etc. He died in 1865. 
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March 29 .— Finished volume third this morning. I have let no 
grass grow beneath my heels this bout. 

Mr. Cadell with J. and A. Ballantyne came to dinner. Mr. and 
Mrs. George Pringle, new married, dined with us and old Torwood- 
lee. Sandy’s music made the evening go sweetly down. 

March 30. — A long discourse with Cadell, canvassing his scheme. 
He proposes I should go on immediately with the new novel. This 
will furnish a fund from which may be supplied the advances neces- 
sary for the new work, which are considerable, and may reach from 
£4000 to £8000— 'the last sum quite improbable — before it makes re- 
turns. Thus we can face the expenditure necessary to set on foot our 
great work. I have written to recommend the plan to John Gibson. 
This theme renewed from time to time during the forenoon. Dr. 
Clarkson^ dined with us. We smoked and had whisky and water after. ' 

March 31. — The Ballantynes and Cadell left us in high spirits, 
expecting much from the new undertaking, and I believe they are 
not wrong. As for me, I became torpid after a great influx of morn- 
ing visitors. 

“I grew vapourish and odd, 

And would not do the least right thing, 

Neither for goddess nor for god — 

Nor paint nor jest nor laugh, nor sing.” 

I was quite reluctant to write letters, or do anything whatsoever, and 
yet I should surely write to Sir Cuthbert Sharp and Surtees. We 
dined alone. I was main stupid, indeed, and much disposed to sleep, 
though my dinner was very moderate. 

1 Dr, Ebenezer Clarkson, a Surgoon of dis- Daughter^ Sir Walter’s iieighbourn on Tweod- 
tinguished merit at Selkirk and through life a side saw a true pi(;tnrc---a portrait from life of 
trusty friend and crony of thcSheriir's.— j.o.l. Scott’s hard-riding and sagacious old friend to 
“In Mr. Gideon Gray, in The Surgeon? s all the country dear.”— vol. ix. p. 181, 
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April Fools’ day, the only Saint that keeps up some de- 

gree of credit in the world ; for fools we are with a vengeance. On 
this memorable festival we played the fool with great decorum at 
Colonel Ferguson’s, going to visit them in a cold morning. In the 
evening I had a distressing letter from Mrs. MacBarnet, or some such 
name, the daughter of Captain Macpherson, smothered in a great snow 
storm. They are very angry at ike Review for telling a rawhead and 
bloody bones story about him. I have given the right version of the 
tale willingly, but this does not satisfy. I almost wish they would 
turn out a clansman to be free of the cumber. The vexation of hav- 
ing to do with ladies, who on such a point must be unreasonable, is 
very great. With a man it would be soon ended or mended. It 
really hurts my sleep. 

April 2. — I wrote the lady as civilly as I could, explaining why I 
made no further apology, which may do some good. Then a cursed 
morning of putting to rights, which drives me well-nigh mad. At 
two or three I must go to a funeral — a happy and interesting relief 
from my employment. It is a man I am sorry for, who married my 
old servant. Bell Ormiston. He was an excellent person in his way, 
and a capital mason — a great curler. 

April 3. — Set off at eight o’clock, and fought forward to Carlisle 
— a sad place in my domestic remembrances, since here I married my 
poor Charlotte. She is gone, and I am following faster, perhaps, than 
1 wot of. It is something to have lived and loved ; and our poor 
children are so hopeful and affectionate, that it chastens the sadness 
attending the thoughts of our separation. We slept at Carlisle. I 
have not forgiven them for destroying their quiet old walls, and 
building two lumpy things like mad-houses. The old gates had such 
a respectable appearance once, 

“When Scotsmen’s heads did guard the wall.” 

Come, I’ll write down the whole stanza, which is all that was known 
to exist of David Hume’s poetry, as it was written on a pane of glass 
in the inn : — 

“ Here chicks in eggs for breakfast sprawl, 

Here godless boys God’s glories squall, 

Here Scotsmen’s heads do guard the wall, 

But Corby’s walks atone for all.” 
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The poetical works of David Hume, Esq., might, as hook-makers know 
now, be driven out to a handsome quarto. Line 1st admits of a de- 
scant upon eggs roasted, boiled or poached ; 2d, a history of Carlisle 
Cathedral with some reasons why the choir there has been proverb- 
ially execrable ; 3d, the whole history of 1745 with minute memoirs 
of such as mounted guard on the Scotch gate. I remember the 
spikes the heads stood upon ; lastly, a description of Corby Castle 
with a plan, and the genealogy of the Howards. Gad, the book- 
sellers would give me £500 for it. I have a mind to print it for the 
Bannatynians. 

April 4. — In our stage to Penrith I introduced Anne to the an- 
cient Petreia, called Old Penrith, and also to the grave of Sir Ewain 
Csesarias,^ that knight with the puzzling name, which has got more 
indistinct. We breakfasted at Buchanan’s Inn, Penrith, one of the 
best on the road, and a fine stanch fellow owned it. He refused 
passage to some of the delegates who traversed the country during 
the Radical row, and when the worthies threatened him with popular 
vengeance, answered gallantly that he had not lived so long by the 
Crown to desert it at a pinch. The Crown is the sign of his inn. 
Slept at Garstang, an indifferent house. As a petty grievance, my 
ink-holder broke loose in the case, and spilt some of the ink on 
Anne’s pelisse. Misfortunes seldom come single. ’Tis not alone 
the inky cloak, good daughter,” but I forgot at Garstang my two 
breastpins ; one with Walter and Jane’s hair, another a harp of pure 
Irish gold, the gift of the ladies of Llangollen.’* 

April 5. — Breakfasted at Chorley, and slept at Leek. We were 
in the neighbourhood of some fine rock-scenery, but the day was un- 
favourable ; besides, I did not come from Scotland to seek rocks, I 
trow. 

April 6. — Easter Sunday. We breakfasted at Ashbourne and 
went from thence to Derby ; and set off from thence to Drycot Hall 
(five miles) to visit Hugh Scott. But honest Hugh was, like ourselves, 
on the ramble ; so we had nothing to do but to drive back to Derby, 
and from thence to Tamworth, where we slept. 

April 7. — We visited the Castle in the morning. It is inhabited 
by a brother-in-law of the proprietor; and who is the proprietor? 
“ Why, Mr. Robbins,” said the fat house-keeper. This was not a name 
quite according with the fine chivalrous old hall, in which there was 
no small quantity of armour, and odds and ends, which I would have 
been glad to possess. Well, but madam, before Mr. Robbins bought 
the place, who was the proprietor ?” “ Lord Charles Townshend, 
sir.” This would not do neither ; but a genealogy hanging above the 
chimney-piece informed me that the Ferrars were the ancient possess- 

1 For an account of this monument see * Lady Eleanor Butler and the Hon. Miss 
Nicolson and Burns’s History of Westmorelund Ponsonby. An amusing account of Sir Walter’s 
and Cumberland, vol. ii. p. 410, and “Notabilia visit to them in 1825 is given by Mr. Lockhart 
of Penrith,” by George Watson, C. and W. in the Li/e, vol. viii. pp. 47-50. 
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ors of the mansion, which, indeed, the horseshoes in the shield over 
the Castle gate might have intimated. Tam worth is a fine old place, 
neglected, but, therefore, more like hoar antiquity. The keep is 
round. The apartments appear to have been modernised tempore 
Jac. 1“^ There was a fine demipique saddle, said to have been that 
of James ii. The pommel rose, and finished off in the form of a 
swan’s crest, capital for a bad horseman to hold on by. 

To show Anne what was well worth seeing, we visited Kenilworth. 
The relentless rain only allowed us a glimpse of this memorable ruin. 
Well, the last time I was here, in 1815,^ these trophies of time were 
quite neglected. Now they approach so much nearer the splendour 
of Thunder-ten-tronckh, as to have a door at least, if not windows. 
They are, in short, preserved an protected. So much for the novels. 
I observed decent children begging here, a thing uncommon in Eng- 
land : and I recollect the same unseemly practice formerly. 

We went to Warwick Castle. The neighbourhood of Leamington, 
a watering-place of some celebrity, has obliged the family to decline 
showing the castle after ten o’clock. I tried the virtue of an old 
acquaintance with Lord Warwick and wrote to him, he being in the 
Courthouse where the assizes were sitting. After some delay we 
were admitted, and I found my old friend Mrs. Hume, in the most 
perfect preservation, though, as she tells me, now eighty-eight. She 
went* through her duty wonderfully, though now and then she com- 
plained of her memory. She has laid aside a mass of black plumes 
which she wore on her head, and which resembled the casque in the 
Castle of Otranto. Warwick Castle is still the noblest sight in Eng- 
land. Lord and Lady Warwick came home from the Court, and re- 
ceived us most kindly. We lunched with them, but declined fur- 
ther hospitality. When I was last here, and for many years before, 
the unfortunate circumstances of the late Lord W. threw an air of 
neglect about everything. I believe the fine collection of pictures 
would have been sold by distress, if Mrs. Hume, my friend, had 
not redeemed them at her own cost.^ I Avas pleased to see Lord 
Warwick show my old friend kindness and attention. We visited 
the monuments 'of the Nevilles and Beauchamps, names which make 
the heart thrill. The monuments are highly preserved. We con- 
cluded the day at Stratford-upon-Avon. 


1 The visit to Kenilworth in 1815 is not no- 
ticed in the Life^ but as Scott was in London 
for some weeks in the spring of that year he 
may have gone there on his return journey. 
Mr. Charles Knight, writing in 1842, says that 
Mr. Bonnington, the venerable occupant of the 
Gate House, told him that he remembered the 
visit and the visitor! It was “about twenty- 
five years ago” — and after examining some 
carving in the interior of the Gate House and 
putting many suggestive questions, the mid- 
dle-aged active stranger slightly lame, and with 
keen grey eye, passed through the court and 
remained among the ruins silent and alone for 
about two hours. {Shakspeare, vol. i. p. 89.) 


The famous romance did not appear until six 
years later, viz. in January, 1821, and in the au- 
tumn of that year it is somewhat singular to 
find that Scott and his friend Mr. Stewart Rose 
are at Stratford-on-Avon writing their names 
on the wall of Shakespeare’s birthplace— and 
yet leaving Kenilworth unvisited.— Perhaps the 
reason was that Mr. Stewart Rose was not in 
the secret of the authorship of the Novels. 

2 In the Annual Register for July, 1834, is the 
following notice: “Lately at Warwick Castle, 
aged ninety-three, Mrs. Home, for upwards of 
seventy years a servant of the Warwick family. 
She had the privilege of showing the Castle, by 
which she realised upwards of £3u,000. 
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April 8. — We visited the torab of the mighty wizard. It is in 
the bad taste of James the First’s reign ; but what a magic does the 
locality possess ! There are stately monuments of forgotten families ; 
hut when you have seen Shakspeare’s what care we for the rest. All 
around is Shakspeare’s exclusive property. I noticed the monument 
of his friend John a Combe immortalised as drawing forth a brief 
satirical notice of four lines. 

After breakfast I asked after Mrs. Ormsby, the old mad woman 
who was for some time tenant of Shakspeare’s house, and conceived 
herself to be descended from the immortal poet. I learned she was 
dying. I thought to send her a sovereign ; but this extension of our 
tour has left me no more than will carry me through my journey, 
and I do not like to run short upon the road. So I take credit for 
my good intention, and — keep my sovereign — a cheap and not un- 
usual mode of giving charity. 

Learning from Washington Irving’s description of Stratford that 
the hall of Sir. Thomas Lucy, the justice who rendered Warwickshire 
too hot for Shakspeare, and drove him to London, was still extant, 
we went in quest of it. 

Charlcote is in high preservation, and inhabited by Mr. Lucy, de- 
scendant of the worshipful Sir Thomas. The Hall is about three 
hundred y^ars old, an old brick structure with a gate-house in ad- 
vance. It was surrounded by venerable oaks, realising the imagery 
which Shakspeare loved so well to dwell upon ; rich verdant past- 
ures extend on every side, and numerous herds of deer were repos- 
ing in the shade. All showed that the Lucy family had retained 
their ‘‘ land and beeves.” While we were surveying the antlered old 
hall, with its painted glass and family pictures, Mr. Lucy came to wel- 
come us in person, and to show the house, with the collection of paint- 
ings, which seems valuable, and to which he had made many valuable 
additions. 

He told me the park from which Shakspeare stole the buck was 
not that which surrounds Charlcote, but belonged to a mansion at 
some distance where Sir Thomas Lucy resided at the time of the 
trespass. The tradition went that they hid the buck in a barn, part 
of which was standing a few years ago, but now totally decayed. 
This park no longer belongs to the Lucys. The house bears no 
marks of decay, but seems the abode of ease and opulence. There 
were some fine old books, and I was told of many more which were 
not in order. How odd if a folio Shakspeare should be found 
amongst them ! Our early breakfast did not prevent my taking ad- 
vantage of an excellent repast offered by the kindness of Mr. and 
Mrs. Lucy, the last a lively Welshwoman. This visit gave me great 
pleasure; it really brought Justice Shallow freshly before my eyes; 
the luces in his arms “ which do become an old coat well ” ^ were not 


1 Merry TVms, Act i. Sc. 1. 



JOURNAL 


1828.] 




more plainly portrayed in Lis own armorials in tLe Lall-window than 
was his person in my mind’s eye. There is a picture shown as that 
of the old Sir Thomas, hut Mr. Lucy conjectures it represents his son. 
There were three descents of the same name of Thomas. The party 
hath the eye severe, and heard of formal cut,” which fills up with 
judicial austerity the otherwise social physiognomy of the worshipful 
presence, with his ‘‘ fair round helly with fat capon lined.” ^ 

We resumed our journey. I may mention among the pictures at 
Charlcote one called a Roman Knight, which seemed to me very fine; 
Teniers’ marriage, in which, contrary to the painter’s wont, only per- 
sons of distinction are represented, hut much in the attitude in which 
he delights to present his hoors; two hawking pieces by Wouver- 
mans, very fine specimens, cum aliis. 

We took our way by Edgehill, and looked over the splendid rich- 
ness of the fine prospect from a sort of gazeeboo or modern antique 
tower, the place of a Mr. Miller. It is not easy to conceive a richer 
and more peaceful scene than that which stretched before us, and 
[one with which] strife, or the memory of strife, seems to have noth- 
ing to do. 

“But man records his own disgrace, 

And Edgehill lives in history.” 

We got on to Buckingham, an ugly though I suppose an ancient 
town. Thence to Aylesbury through the wealth of England, in the 
scene of the old ballad — 

“Neither drunk nor sober, but neighbour to both, 

I met with a man in Aylesbury vale; 

I saw by his face that he was in good case, 

To speak no great harm of a pot of good ale.” 

We slept at Aylesbury. The landlord, who seemed sensible, told 
me that the land round the town, being the richest in England, lets 
at £3, or £3, 10s. and some so high as £4 per acre. But the poor- 
rates are 13s. to the pound. Now, my Whitehaugh at Huntly Burn 
yielded at last set £4 per acre. 

April 9, \London\. — We got to town about mid-day, and found 
Sophia, Lockhart, and the babies quite well — delighted with their 
companion Charles, and he enchanted with his occupation in the 
Foreign Office. 1 looked into my cash and found £53 had dimin- 
ished on the journey down to about £3. In former days a journey 
to London cost about £30 or thirty guineas. It may now cost one- 
fourth more. But I own I like to pay postilions and waiters rather 
more liberally than perhaps is right. I hate grumbling and sour 
faces ; and the whole saving will not exceed a guinea or two for be- 
ing cursed and damned from Dan to Beersheba. We had a joyful 
meeting, I promise you.^ 


1 As You Like It, Act ii. Sc. 7. in London. His eldest son's regiment was sta- 

Sir Walter remained at this time six weeks tioued at Hampton Court; his second sun had 



April 10.-~I spent tlie morning in bringing up my journal; in- 
terrupted by two of these most sedulous visitants who had objects of 
their own to serve, and smelled out my arrival as the raven scents 
carrion— a vile comparison, though what better is an old fellow, 
mauled with rheumatism and other deplorables ? Went out at two 
and saw Miss Dumergue and other old friends ; Sotheby in particu- 
lar, less changed than any one I have seen. Looked in at Murray’s 
and renewed old habits. This great city seems almost a waste to 
me, so many of my friends are gone; Walter and Jane coming up, 
the whole family dined together, and were very happy. The chil- 
dren joined in our festivity. My name-son, a bright and blue-eyed 
rogue, with flaxen hair, screams and laughs like an April morning ; 
and the baby is that species of dough which is called a fine baby. 

I care not for children till they care a little for me, 

April 11. — Made calls, walked myself tired; saw Eogers, Sharp, 
Sotheby, ^d other old friends. 

April 12. — Dinner at home; a little party of ^ Sophia’s in the 
evening. Sharp told me that one evening being at Sheridan’s house 
with a large party, Tom S. came to him as the night drew late, and 
said in a whisper, I advise you to secure a wax-light to go to bed 
with,” shewing him at the same time a morsel which he had stolen 
from a sconce. Sharp followed his advice, and had reason to be 
thankful for the hint. Tired and sleepy, I make a bad night watcher. 

April 13. — Amused myself by converting the Tale of the Mysteri- 
ous Mirror into Aunt Margarets Mirror^ designed for Heath’s what- 
dye-call-it. Cadell will not like this, but I cannot afford to have my 
goods thrown back upon my hands. The tale is a good one, and is 
said actually to have happened to Lady Primrose, my great-grand- 
mother having attended her sister on the occasion. Dined with 
Miss Dumergue. My proofs from Edinburgh reached to-day and 
occupied me all the morning. 

April 14. — Laboured at proofs and got them sent off, per Mr. 
Freeling’s cover. So there’s an end of the Chronicles^ James re- 
joices in the conclusion, where there is battle and homicide of all 
kinds. Always politic to keep a trot for the avenue, like the Irish 
postilions. J. B. always calls to the boys to flog before the carriage 
gets out of the inn-yard. How we have driven the stage I know not 
and care not — except with a view to extricating my difflculties. I 
have lost no time in beginning the second series of Grandfather’s 
Tales, being determined to write as much as I can even here, and de- 
serve by industry the soft pillow I sleep on for the moment. 

recently taken his desk at the Foreign Office, gate, Second Series, by the Author of Waverley, 
and was living at his sister’s in Regent’s Park. etc., “ sic itur ad astra ” MoUo of Canongate 
He had thus looked forward to a happy meet- Arms, in three volumes. ValenUne^s Day; 
ing with all his family— but he encountered or The Fair Maid of Perth.) Kcliuburgh ; 
scenes of sickness and distress.-— vol. ix. Printed for Cadell and Co., Edinburgh, and 
pp. 226-7. Simpkin and Marshall, Loudon, 1828 ; (at the 

1 This book was published early in April im- end) Edinburgh: Printed by Ballantyiio and 
der the following title : Chronicles of the Canon- Go. 
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There is a good scene supposed to have happened between* Sam 
Rogers and a lady of fashion — ^the reporter, Lord Dudley. Sam en- 
ters, takes a stool, creeps close to the lady’s side, who asks his opinion 
of the last new poem or novel. In a pathetic voice the spectre re- 
plies — “ My opinion ? I like it very much — ^but the world don’t like 
it ; but, indeed, I begin to think the world wrong in everything, ex- 
cept with regard to youP Now, Rogers either must have said this 
somewhere, or he has it yet to say. We dined at Lord Melville’s. 

A^pril 15. — Got the lamentable news that Terry is totally* bank- 
rupt. This is a most unexpected blow% though Ms carelessness about 
money matters was very great. God help the poor fellow 1 he has 
been ill-advised to go abroad, but now returns to stand the storm — 
old debts, it seems, with principal and interest accumulated, and all 
the items which load a falling man. And wife such a good and kind 
creature, and children. Alack! alack! I sought out his solicitor. 
There are £7000 or more to pay, and the only fund his share in the 
Adelphi Theatre, worth £5000 and upwards, and then so fine a chance 
of independence lost. That comes of not being explicit with his af- 
fairs. The theatre was a most fiourishing concern. I looked at the 
books, and since have seen Yates. The ruin is inevitable, but I think 
they will not keep him in prison, but let him earn his bread by his 
very considerable talents. I shall lose the -whole or part of £500 
which I lent him, but that is the least of my concern. I hope the 
theatre is quite good for guaranteeing certain payments in 1829 and 
1830. I judge they are in no danger. 

I should have gone to the Club to-day, but Sir James Mackintosh 
had mistaken the day. I was glad of it, so stayed at home. 

It is written that nothing shall flourish under my shadow — ^the 
Ballantynes, Terry, Nelson, Weber, all came to distress. Nature has 
written on my brow, Your shade shall be broad, but there shall be 
no protection derived from it to aught you favour.” 

Sat and smoked and grumbled with Lockhart. 

April 16. — We dined at Dr. Young’s ; saw Captain Parry, a hand- 
some and pleasant man. In the evening at Mr. Cunlifle’s, where I met 
sundry old friends — grown older. 

April 17. — Made up my “Gurnal,” which had fallen something 
behind. In this phantasmagorial place the objects of the day come 
and depart like shadows.’ Made calls. Gave [C. K.J Sharpe’s me- 

1 Among the “objects that came and de- into his own hand,” he gives an extract from 
parted like shadows” in this phantasmagoria Goethe’s letter containing a criticism on Na- 
of London life was a deeply interesting letter poUon^ with the apology that “it is seldom 
from Thomas Carlyle, and but for the fact that such a writer obtains such a critic,” and in 
it bears Sir Walter’s London address, and the conclusion he adds, “ Being in this curious 
post-mark of this day, one could not imagine fashion appointed, as it were, ambassador he- 
he had ever seen it, as it remained unacknowl- tween two kings of poetry, I would willingly 
edged and unnoticed in either Journal or Cor- discharge my mission with the solemnity that 
respondence. ’ beseems such a business; and naturally it must 

It is dated 13th April, 1828 ; and one of the flatter my vanity and love of the marvellous to 
latest letters he indited from “21 Comely Bank, think that by means of a foreigner whom I 
Edinburgh.” After advising Scott that “ Goethe have never seen, I might soon have access to 
has sent two medals which he is to deliver my native sovereign, whom I have so often 
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morial to' Lord Leveson Gower. Went to Murray’s, where I met a 
Mr. Jacob, a great economist. He is proposing a mode of support- 
ing the poor, by compelling them to labour by military force, and un- 
der a species of military discipline. I see no objection to it, only it 
will make a rebellion to a certainty ; and the tribes of Jacob will cer- 
tainly cut Jacob’s throat.* 

Canning’s conversion from popular opinions was strangely brought 
round. While he was studying at the Temple, and rather entertain- 
ing revolutionary opinions, Godwin sent to say that he was coming to 
breakfast with him, to speak on a subject of the highest importance. 
Canning knew little of him, but received his visit, and learned to his 
astonishment, that in expectation of a new order of things, the Eng- 
lish Jacobins desired to place him. Canning, at the head of their ex- 
pected revolution. He was much struck, and asked time to think 
what course he should take — and, having thought the matter over, 
he went to Mr. Pitt and made the Anti-Jacobin confession of faith, 

in which he persevered until . Canning liimself mentioned 

this to Sir W. Knighton, upon occasion of giving a place in the 
Charter-house, of some ten pounds a year, to Godwin’s brother. He 
could scarce do less for one who had offered him the dictator’s curule 
chair. 

Dined with Rogers with all my own family, and met Sharp, Lord 
John Russell, Jekyll, and others. The conversation flagged as usual, 
and jokes were fired like minute guns, producing an effect not much 
less melancholy, — a wit should always have an atmosphere congenial 
to him, otherwise he will not shine. Went to Lady Davy’s, where I 
saw the kind face, and heard the no less friendly greeting, of Lady 
Selkirk,* who introduced all her children to me. 

April 18. — Breakfasted with Joanna Baillie, and found that gifted 
person extremely well, and in the display of all her native knowledge 
of character and benevolence. She looks more aged, however. I 
would give as much to have a capital picture of her as for any por- 
trait in the world. She gave me a manuscript play to read upon 
Witchcraft.* Dined with the Dean of Chester, Dr. Phillpotts.'* 

“Where all above us was a solemn row 
Of priests and deacons, so were all below.” ® 


seen in public, and so often wished that I had 
claim to see and know in private and near at 
hand. . . . Meanwhile, I abide your further or- 
ders in this matter, and so with all the regard 
which belongs to one to whom I in common 
with other millions owe so much, I have the 
honour to he, sir, most respectfully, your serv- 
ant.— T. C.” 

1 William Jacob, author of Travels in Spain 
in 1810-11, and several* works on Political 
Economy. Among others “some tracts con- 
cerning the Poor Colonies instituted by the 
King of the Netherlands, which had marked in- 
fluence in promoting the scheme of granting 
small allotments of laud on easy terms to our 


cottagers; a scheme which, under the superin- 
tendence of Lord Braybrooko and other noble- 
men and gentlemen in various districts of Eng- 
land, appears to have been attended with most 
beneficent results,” — Life, vol. ix. p. 229, Mr. 
Jacob died in 1852 aged cighty-ciglit. 

2 The widow of his old school - fellow, the 
Hon. Thomas Douglas, afterwards Kurl of Sel- 
kirk. — See Life, vol. i, p. 77, and 208 

3 Ante, p. 279. Afterwards included in her 
Poetical and Dramatic Works, Loud, 1851. 

< Dr. Henry Phillpotts, consecrated Bishop 
of Exeter in 1830. 

* Crabbe’s Talc of the DitinJb Orators. --J. G. L. 
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There were the amiable Bishop of London (Howley'), Coplestone, 
whom I remember a first man at Oxford, now Bishop of Llandaff, the 
Dean of St. Paul’s, and other dignitaries of whom I knew less. It 
was a very pleasant day — the wigs against the wits for a guinea in 
point of conversation. Anne looked queer, and much disposed to 
laugh at finding herself placed betwixt two prelates [in black petti- 
coats]. 

.April 19. — Breakfasted with Sir George Philips. Had his re- 
ceipt against the blossoms being injured "by frost. It consists in 
watering them plentifully before sunrise. This is like the mode of 
thawing beef. We had a pleasant morning, much the better that 
Morritt was with us. He has agreed to go to Hampton Court with 
us to-morrow. 

Mr. Reynolds called on me about the drawing of the Laird’s 
Jock ; he is assiduous and attentive, but a little forward. Poor Gil- 
lies also called. Both asked me to dinner, but I refused. I do not 
incline to make what is called literary acquaintances; and as for 
poor G., it is wild to talk about his giving dinner to others, when he 
can hardly get credit for his own. 

Dined with Sir Robert Henry Inglis, and met Sir Thomas Acland, 
my old and kind friend. I was happy to see him. He may be consid- 
ered now as the head of the religious party in the House of Commons, 
a powerful body which Wilberforce long commanded. It is a difficult 
situation ; for the adaptation of religious motives to earthly policy is 
apt — among the infinite delusions of the human heart — ^to be a snare. 
But I could confide much in Sir T. Acland’s honour and integrity. 
Bishop Blomfield [of Chester],’* one of the most learned prelates of 
the church, also dined. 

Coming home, an Irish coachman drove us into a ml de sac, near 
Battersea Bridge. We were obliged to get out in the rain. The 
people admitted us into their houses, where they were having their 
bit of supper, assisted with lights, etc., and, to the honour of London, 
neither asked nor expected gratification. 

April 20. — We went to Walter’s quarters in a body, and saw 
Hampton Court, with which I was more struck than when I saw it 
for the first time, about 1806. The pictures are not very excellent, 
but they are curious, which is as interesting, except to connoisseurs. 
Two i particularly remarked, of James i. and Charles i. eating in pub- 
lic. The old part of the palace, built by W’olsey, is extremely fine. 
Two handsome halls are still preserved : one, the ceiling of which is 
garnished, at the crossing and combining of the arches, with the re- 
curring heads of Henry viii. and Anne’Boleyn — great stinginess in 
Henry, for these ornaments must have been put up after Wolsey’s 
fall. He could surely afford a diversity of this species of ornament 


1 Dr. Howley, raised in 1828 to the Archbish- 2 Translated to the see of London in 1828, 
opric of Canterbury.— j. g. l. where he remained until his death in 1859. 
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if any man could. Formerly, when the palace was completely a fish- 
ing-house, it extended into, or rather over, the river. We had a good 
dinner from Walter, and wended merrily home. 

A'pril 21. — Dining is the principal act of the day in London. 
We took ours at Kensington with Croker. There were Theodore 
Hook and other witty men. He looks unhealthy and bloated. 
There was something, I know not what, awanting to the cheerfulness 
of the party. And 

“Silence like a heavy cloud, 

O’er all the warriors hung.” 

If the general report of Croker’s retiring be accurate, it may account 
for this. 

4pn7 22. — Sophia left this to take down poor Johnnie to Brigh- 
ton. I fear — I fear — but we must hope the best. Anne went with 
her sister. 

Lockhart and I dined with Sotheby, where we met a large dining 
party, the orator of which was that extraordinary man Coleridge. 
After eating a hearty dinner, during which he spoke not a word, he 
began a most learned harangue on the Samothracian Mysteries, which 
he considered as affording the germ of all tales about fairies past, 
present, and to come. He then diverged to Homer, whose Iliad he 
considered as a collection of poems by different authors, at different 
times during a century. There was, he said, the individuality of an 
age, but not of a country. Morritt, a zealous worshipper of the old 
bard, was incensed at a system which would turn him into a polythe- 
ist, gave battle with keenness, and was joined by Sotheby, our host. 
Mr. Coleridge behaved with the utmost complaisance and temper, 
but relaxed not from his exertions. “ Zounds ! I was never so bc- 
thumped with words.” .Morritt’s impatience must have cost him an 
extra sixpence worth of snuff. ^ 

We went to Lady Davy’s in the evening, where there was a 
fashionable party. 

April 23. — Dined at Lady Davy’s with Lord and Lady Lans- 


i Mr. Lockhart gives an account of another 
dinner party at which Coleridge distinguished 
himself:— “The first time I ever witnessed it 
[Hook’s improvisation] was at a gay young 
bachelor’s villa near Highgate, when the other 
lion was one of a very dilfercnt breed, Mr. Coler- 
idge. Much claret had been shed before the 
Ancient Mariner proclaimed that he could swal- 
low no more of anything, unless it were punch. 
The materials were forthwith produced; the 
bowl was planted before the poet, and as he pro- 
ceeded in his concoction, Hook, unbidden, took 
his place at the piano. He hurst into a bac- 
chanal of egregious luxury, every line of which 
had reference to the author of the Lay Ser- 
mons and the Aids to Reflection. The room 
was becoming excessively hot: the first speci- 
men of the new compound was handed to Hook, 
who paused to qualT it, and then, exclaiming 


that ho was stifled, flung his glass through tho 
window. Coleridge rose with the aspect of a 
benignant patriarch and demolished another 
pane— tho example was followed generally— 
the window w'as a sieve in an instant — tho 
kind host was furthest from the mark, and his 
goblet made havoc of tho chandelier. The 
roar of laughter was drowned in Theodore’s 
resumption of the song — and window and 
chandelier and the peculiar shot of each indi- 
vidual destroyer had apt, in many cases ex- 
quisitely witty, commemoration. In walking 

homo with Mr. Coleridge, ho entertained 

and me with a most excellent lecture on tho 
distinction between talent and genius, and de- 
clared that Hook was as true a genius as Dante 
— that was his example.” — Theodore Hook., 
Lond. 1853, p. 23-4, 
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downe, and several other fashionable folks. My keys were sent to 
Bramah’s with my desk, so. I have not had the means of putting mat- 
ters down regularly for several days ; but who cares for the whipp’d 
cream of London society ? Our poor little Johnnie is extremely ill. 
My fears have been uniform for this engaging child. We are in 
God’s hands. But the comfortable and happy object of my journey 
is ended, — Seged, Emperor of Ethiopia,* was right after all. 

April 24. — Spent the day in rectifying a road bill which drew 
a turnpike road through all the Darnickers’ cottages, and a good 
field of my own. I got it put to rights. I was in some apprehen- 
sion of being obliged to address the Committee. I did not fear them, 
for I suppose they are no wiser or better in their capacity of legisla- 
tors than I find them every day at dinner. But I feared for my repu- 
tation. They would have expected something better than the occa- 
sion demanded, or the individual could produce, and there would have 
been a failure. 

April 25. — Threatened to be carried down to vote at the election 
of a Collector of the Cess.^ Eesolved if I did go to carry my son 
with me, which would give me a double vote. Had some disagreea- 
ble correspondence about this with Lord Minto and the vSheriff. 

We had one or two persons at home in great wretchedness to 
dinner. Lockhart’s looks showed the misery he felt. I was not able 
to make any fight, and the evening went ofE as heavily as any I ever 
spent in the course of my life. 

Finished my Turnpike business by getting the exceptionable 
clauses omitted, which would be good news to Darnick. Put all the 
Mirror in proof and corrected it. This is the contribution (part of 
it) to Mr. Eeynolds’ and Heath’s Keepsake. We dined at Richard- 
son’s with the two chief Barons of England® and Scotland.** , Odd 
enough, the one being a Scotsman and the other an Englishman. 
Far the pleasantest day we have had ; I suppose I am partial, but I 
think the lawyers beat the bishops, and the bishops beat the wits. 

April 26 — This morning I went to meet a remarkable man, hir. 
Boyd of the house of Boyd, Benfield & Co., which broke for a very 
large sum at the beginning of the war. Benfield went to the devil, 
I believe. Boyd, a man of a very different stamp, went over to Paris 
to look after some large claims which his house had over the French 
Government. They were such* as it seems they could not disavow, 
however they might be disposed to do so. But they used every ef- 
fort, by foul means and fair, to induce Mr. Boyd to depart. He was 
reduced to poverty ; he was thrown into prison ; and the most flat- 
tering prospects were, on the other hand, held out to him if he would 
compromise his claims. His answer was uniform. It was the prop- 


1 Johnson’s Bamhler. Baron 1824 ; died in London in his eighty- 

2 The County Land Tax. eighth year, 1842. 

3 The Right Hon. Sir W. Alexander of Air- 
drie, called to the English Bar 1782, Chief 4 gir Samuel Shepherd. 
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ertj, lie said, of his creditors, and he would die ere he resigned it. 
His distresses were so great that a subscription was made among his 
Scottish friends, to which I was a contributor, through the request 
of poor Will Erskine. After the . peace of Paris the money was re- 
stored, and, faithful to the last, Boyd laid the whole at his creditors’ 
disposal ; stating, at the same time, that he was penniless unless they 
consented to allow him a moderate sum in name of percentage, in 
consideration of twenty years of danger, poverty, and [exile], all of 
which evils he might have escaped by surrendering their right to the 
money. Will it be believed that a muck-worm was base enough to 
refuse his consent to this deduction, alleging he had promised to his 
father, on his death-bed, never to compromise this debt. The wretch, 
however, was overpowered by the execrations of all around him, and 
concurred, with others, in setting apart for Mr. Boyd a sum of £40,000 
or £50,000 out of half a million of money.' This is a man to whom 
statues should be erected, and pilgrims should go to sec him. He is 
good-looking, but old and infirm. Bright dark' eyes and eyebrows 
contrast with his snowy hair, and all his features mark vigour of 
principle and resolution. Mr. Morritt dined with us, and we did as 
well as in the circumstances could be expected. 

Released from the alarm of being summoned down to the election 
by a civil letter from Lord Minto. I am glad both of the relief and 
of the manner. I hate civil war amongst neighbours. 

April 27. — Breakfasted this day with Charles Dumerguo on a pou- 
let a la tartare, and saw all his family, specially my godson. Called 
on Lady Stafford and others, and dined at Croker’s in the Admiralty, 
with the Duke of Wellington, Huskisson, Wilmot Horton, and others, 
outs and ins. No politics of course, and every man disguising serious 
thoughts with a light brow. The Duke alone seemed open, though not 
letting out a word. He is one of the few whose dips are worth watch- 
ing. I heard him say to-day that the best troops would run now and 
then. He thought nothing of men running, he said, provided they 
came back again. In war he had always his reserves. Poor Terry 
was here when I returned. He seems to see his matters in a delusive 
light. 

April 28.— An attack this day or yesterday from poor Gillies, bor- 
ing me hard to apply to Menzies of Pitfoddels to entreat him to lend 
him money. I could not get him to understand that I was decided^ 
ly averse to write to another gentleman, with whom I was hardly ac- 
quainted, to do that which I would not do myself. Tom Campbclk 
is in miserable distress — his son insane — his wife on the point of be- 
coming so. I nunc, et versus tecum meditare canoros.^ 

We, i.e. Charles and I, dined at Sir Francis Freeling’s with Colo- 


1 Walter Boyd at this time was M.P. for 2 Caraphcll died at Boulogne in 1844, aged 
Lymington; he had been a banker in Paris sixty-seven; ho was buried in Westminster, 
and in London; was the author of several well- next Southey, 
known tracts on finance, and died in 1837. 3 Hor. Epj). ii. 2, 7G. 
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nel Harrison of the Board of Green Cloth, Dr. [Maltbj] of Lincoln’s 
Inn, and other pleasant people. Doctor Dibdin too, and Utterson, 
all old Roxburghe men. Pleasant party, were it not for a bad cold, 
which makes me bark like a dog. 

April 29. — Anne and Lockhart are off with the children this morn- 
ing at seven, and Charles and I left behind ; and this is the .promised 
meeting of my household ! I went to Dr. Gilly’s to-day to breakfast. 
Met Sir Thomas Acland, who is the youngest man of his age I ever 
saw. I was so much annoyed with cough, that, on returning, I took 
to my bed and had a siesta, to my considerable refreshment. Dr. 
Fergusson called, and advised caution in eating and drinking, which 
I will attend to. 

Dined accordingly. Duke of Sussex had cold and did not come. 
A Mr. or Dr. Pettigrew made me speeches on his account, and invited 
me to see his Royal Highness’s library, which I am told is a fine one. 
Sir Peter Laurie, late Sheriff, and in nomination to be Lord Mayor, 
bored me close, and asked more questions than would have been 
thought warrantable at the west end of the town. 

April 30. — We had Mr. Adolphus and his father, the celebrated 
lawyer, to breakfast, and I was greatly delighted with the informa- 
tion of the latter. A barrister of extended practice, if he has any 
talents at all, is the best companion in the world.^ 

Dined with Lord Alvanley and a fashionable party, Lord Fitzroy 
Somerset, Marquis and Marchioness of Worcester, etc. Lord Alvan- 
ley’s wit made the party very pleasant, as well as the kind reception 
of my friends the Misses Arden. 

1 The elder Mr. Adolphus distinguished himself early in life by his History of the Reign of 
George g. l. 

25 
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May 1. — Breakfasted with Lord and Lady Levcson Gower/ and 
enjoyed the splendid treat of hearing Mrs. Arkwright sing her own 
music/ which is of the highest order — no forced vagaries of the 
voice, no caprices of tone, but all telling upon and increasing the feel- 
ing the words require. This is marrying music to immortal verse.” ^ 
Most people place them on separate maintenance. 

I met the Boxburghe Club, and settled to dine with them on 
15th curt. Lord Spencer in the chair. We voted Lord Clive* a 
member. 

May 2. — I breakfasted with a Mr. Bell, Great Ormond Street, a 
lawyer, and narrowly escaped Mr. Irving, the celebrated preacher. 
The two ladies of the house seemed devoted to his opinions, and 
quoted him at every word. Mr. Bell himself made some apologies 
for the Millennium. He is a smart little antiquary, who thinks he 
ought to have been a man" of letters, and that his genius has been 
rais'directed in turning towards the law. I endeavoured to combat 
this idea, which his handsome house and fine family should have 
checked. Compare his dwelling, his comforts, with poor Tom Camp- 
bell’s ! ^ 

I dined with the Literary Society ; rather heavy work, though 
some excellent men were there. I saw, for the first time. Archdeacon 
Nares, long conductor of the British Critic^ a gentlemanlike and pleas- 
ing man. Sir Henry Robert Inglis presided. 

May 3. — Breakfasted at my old friend Gaily Kniglit’s, with whom, 
in former days, I used to make little parties to sec poor Monk Lewis. 
After breakfast I drove to Lee and Kennedy’s, and commissioned 
seeds and flowers for about £10, including some specimens of the 
Corsican and other pines. Their collection is very splendid, but 
wants, I think, the neatness that I would have expected in the first 
nursery-garden in or near London. The essentials were admirably 
cared for. I saw one specimen of the Norfolk Island pine, the only 


1 Sec ante, p. 9. Lady Francis Leveson 
Gower was tlio eldest daughter of Charles Grev- 
ille. 

2 Mr. Lockhart writes ; — “ Among other 
songs Mrs. Arkwright delighted Sir Walter 
with her own set of— 

‘Farewell! farewell! the voice you hear 
Has left its last soft tone with you ; 

Its next must join the seaward cheer, 

And ihout among the shouting crew,’ etc. 

He was sitting by me, at some distance from 


the lady, and whispered, as she closed, ‘ Capi- 
tal words— whoso are they? Byron's, I sup- 
pose, but I don’t remember thorn.’ Ho was 
astonished when I told him they were bis own 
in The Pirate. Ho seemed pleased at the mo- 
ment, but said next minute, ‘You have dis- 
tressed mo — if memory goes, all is up with me, 
for that was always my strong point.’ 
vol. ix. p. 236. 

3 Milton’s V Allegro, vcr. 137, 294. 

* Afterwards second Earl Powis. 
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one, young Lee said, which has been raised from all the seed that 
was sent home. It is not treated comformably to its dignity, for they 
cut the top off every year to prevent its growing out at the top of 
the conservatory. Sure it were worth while to raise the house 
alongst with the plant. 

Looked in at Murray’s — wrote some letters, etc., and walked home 
with the 'Dean of Chester, who saw me to my own door. I had but 
a few minutes to dress, and go to the Royal Academy, to which I am 
attached in capacity of Professor of Antiquities. I was too late to 
see the paintings, but in perfect time to sit half-an-hour waiting for 
dinner, as the President, Sir Thomas Lawrence, expected a prince of 
the blood. He came not, but there were enough of grandees be- 
sides. Sir Thomas Lawrence did the honours very well, and com- 
pliments flew about like sugar-plums at an Italian carnival. I had 
my share, and pleaded the immunities of a sinecurist for declining 
to answer. 

After the dinner I went to Mrs. Scott of Harden, to see and be 
seen by her nieces, the Herbert ladies. I don’t know how their part 
of the entertainment turned out, but I saw two or three pretty girls. 

May 4. — I breakfasted this morning with Sir Coutts Trotter, and 
had some Scottish talk. Visited Cooper, who kindly undertook to 
make my inquiries in Lyons. ^ I was at home afterwards for three 
hours, but too much tired to do the least right thing. The distances 
in London are so great that no exertions, excepting those which a. bird 
might make, can contend with them. You return weary and exhaust- 
ed, fitter for a siesta than anything else. In the evening I dined with 
Mr. Peel, a great Cabinet affair, and too dignified to be very amusing, 
though the landlord and the pretty landlady did all to make us easy. 

May 5 . — Breakfasted with Haydon, and sat for my head. I hope 
this artist is on his legs again. The King has given him a lift by 
buying his clever picture of the election in the Fleet prison, to which 
he is adding a second part, representing the chairing of the member 
at the moment it was interrupted by the entry of the guards. Hay- 
don was once a great admirer and companion of the ' champions of 
the Cockney school, and is now disposed to renounce them and their 
opinions. To this kind of conversation I did not give much way. A 
painter should have nothing to do with politics. He is certainly a 
clever fellow, but somewhat too enthusiastic, which distress seems to 
have cured in some degree. His wife, a pretty woman, looked happy 
to see me, and that is something. Yet it was very little I could do to 
help them.* 

Dined at Lord Bathurst’s, in' company with the Duke, There are 
better accounts of Johnnie. But, alas ! 

1 Regarding the Chancery business, see in- don. The imprisonment from which the sub- 

Ji’a, p. 390 n. scription released the artist produced, I need 

scarcely say, the picture mentioned in the Di- 

2 Sir Walter had shortly before been one of ary.— j. g. l. Haydon died in June, 1846. See 
the contributors to a subscription for Mr. Hay- his Li/e, 3 vols., 1853, edited by Tom Taylor, 
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May 7.— Breakfasted with Lord Francis Gower, and again enjoyed 
the great pleasure of meeting Mrs. Arkwright, and hearing her sing. 
She is, I understand, quite a heaven-born genius, having scarce skill 
enough in music to write down the tunes she composes. I can easily 
believe this. There is a pedantry among great musicians that de- 
prives their performances of much that is graceful and beautiful. It 
is the same in the other fine arts, where fashion always prefers cant 
and slang to nature and simplicity. 

Dined at Mr. Watson Taylor’s, where plate, etc., shone in great 
and somewhat ostentatious quantity. C[roker] was there, and very 
decisive and overbearing to a great degree. Strange so clever a fel- 
low should let his wit outrun his judgment ! * In general, the Eng- 
lish understand conversation well. There is that ready deference for 
the claims of every one who wishes to speak time about, and it is 
seldom now-a-days that “a la stoccata” carries it away thus.^ 

I should have gone to the Duchess of Northumberland’s to hear 
music to-night, but I felt completely fagged, and betook myself home 
to bed. 

I learned a curious thing from Emily, Lady Londonderry, namely, 
that in feeding all animals with your hand, you should never wear a 
glove, which always affronts them. It is good authority for this pe- 
culiarity. 

May 8. — Breakfasted at Somerset House with Davies Gilbert, the 
new preses of the Royal Society. Tea, coffee, and bread and butter, 
which is poor work. Certainly a slice of ham, a plate of shrimps, 
some broiled fish, or a mutton chop, would have been becoming so 
learned a body. I was most kindly received, however, by Dr. D. Gil- 
bert, and a number of the members. I saw Sir John Sicvwright — a 
singular personage ; he told me his uniform plan was to support Min- 
isters, but he always found himself voting in Opposition. I told him 
his deference to Ministers was like that of the Frenchman to the ene- 
my, who, being at his mercy, asked for his life : — “Anything in niy 
power excepting that, sir,” said Monsieur. Sir John has made prog- 
ress in teaching animals without severity or beating. I should have 
liked to have heard him on this topic. 

Called at Northumberland House and saw the Duke. According 
to his report I lost much by not hearing the two rival nightingales, 
Sontag and Pasta, last night, but I care not for it. 

Met Sir W. K[nighton], returned from the Continent. He gives 
me to understand 1 will be commanded for Sunday. Sir W. K. asked 
me to sit for him to Northcote, and to meet him there at one to-mor- 
row. I cannot refuse this, but it is a great bore.^ 


1 The Duke of Wellington, in after years, said 
to Lord Mahon, “Ho had observed on several 
occasions that Sir Walter was talked down by 
Croker and Bankes! who forgot that we might 
have them every day.” — iVo^es, p. 100. 

^ Romeo and Juliet, Act iii. Sc. 1. 


3 Sir W. Knighton, as a Devonshire man, 
naturally wished to have the portrait painted 
by Northcote, who was a brother Devonian. 
Cunningham said of this picture that the con- 
ception was good, and reality given by the in- 
troduction of the painter, palotto in hand, put- 



JOUENAL 


389 


1828.] 

Dined with Mrs. Alexander of Ballochmyle, Lord and Lady Meath, 
who were kind to us in Ireland, and a Scottish party, — pleasant, from 
hearing the broad accents and honest thoughts of my native land. A 
large party in the evening. A gentleman came up to me and asked 
“ if I had seen the ‘ Casket,’ a curious work, the most beautiful, the 
most highly ornamented — and then the editor or editress — a female 
so interesting, — might he ask a very great favour,” and out he pulled 
a piece of this pic-nic. I was really angry, and said for a subscrip- 
tion he might command me — for a contribution no ; that I had given 
to a great many of these things last year, and finding the labour oc- 
cupied some considerable portion of my time, I had done a consider- 
able article for a single collection this year, taking a v’'aluable consid- 
eration for it, and engaged not to support any other. This may be 
misrepresented, but I care not. Suppose this patron of the Muses 
gives five guineas to his distressed lady, he will think he does a great 
deal, yet takes fifty from me with the calmest air in the world, for the 
communication is worth that if it he worth anything. There is no 
equality in the proposal. 

I saw to-day at hTorthumberland House, Bridge the jeweller, hav- 
ing and holding a George, richly ornamented with diamonds, being 
that which Queen Anne gave to the Duke of Marlborough, which his 
present representative pawned or sold, and which the present king 
bought and presented to the Duke of Wellington. His Grace 
seemed to think this interesting jewel was one of two which had 
been preserved since the first institution of that order. That, 
from the form and taste, I greatly doubt. Mr. Bridge put it again 
into his coat pocket, and walked through the street with £10,000 in 
his pocket. I wonder he is not hustled and robbed. I have some- 
times envied rich citizens, but it was a mean ajid erroneous feeling. 
This man, who, I suppose, must be as rich as a Jew, had a shabby look 
in the Duke’s presence, and seemed just a better sort of pedlar. Bet- 
ter be a poor gentleman after all. 

May 9. — Grounds of Foote’s farce of the Cozeners. Lady . 

A certain Mrs. Phipps audaciously set up in a fashionable quarter of 
the town as a person through whose influence, properly propitiated, 
favours and situations of importance might certainly be obtained — 
always for a consideration. She cheated many people, and main- 
tained the trick for many months. One trick was to get the equipage 
of Lord North, and other persons of importance, to halt before her 
door as if the owners w^ere within. With respect to most of them, this 
was effected by bribing the drivers. But a gentleman, who watched 
her closely, observed that Charles J. Fox actually left his carriage and 
went into the house, and this more than once. He was then, it must 

tiug the finishing touch to the head of the from Allan Cunningham, considered that the 
poet. “The likenesses were considered good.” picture presented “anything but a fortunate 
-—Cunningham's Lives, vol. vi. p. 1*24. It was likeness.” Nonhcote died July 13th. 1S31, in 
e.xhibited in 1871 in Edinburgh; its size is 4 ft. his eighty-fifth year. 

2 in. X 3 ft. 2 in, Mr. David Lain®-, difleriug 
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be noticed, in the Ministry. When Mrs. Pliipps was blown up, this 
circumstance was recollected as deserving explanation, wliicb Fox 
readily gave at Brooks’s and elsewhere. It seems Mrs. Phipps had 
the art to pursuade him that she had the disposal of what was then 
called a hysena— that is, an heiress — an immense Jamaica heiress, in 
whom she was willing to give or sell her interest to Charles Fox, 
Without having perfect confidence in the obliging proposal, the great 
statesman thought the thing worth looking after, and became so ear- 
nest in it, that Mrs. Phipps was desirous to back out of it for fear of 
discovery. With this view she made confession one fine morning, 
with many professions of the deepest feelings, that the hyaena had 
proved a frail monster, and given birth to a girl or boy — no matter 
which. Even this did not make Charles quit chase of tlie liysena. He 
intimated that if the cash was plenty and certain, the circumstance 
might be overlooked. Mrs. Phipps had nothing for it but to double 
the disgusting dose. “ The poor child,” she said, “ was unfortunately 
of a mixed colour, somewhat tinged with the blood of Africa ; no 
doubt Mr. Fox was himself very dark, and the circumstance might not 
draw attention,” etc., etc. This singular anecdote was touched upon 
by Foote, and is the cause of introducing the negress into the Cozen- 
ers,^ though no express allusion to Charles Fox was admitted. Lady 

tells me that, in her youth, the laugh was universal so soon as 

the black woman appeared. It is one of tlie numerous hits that will 
be lost to posterity. Jack Fuller, celebrated for his attempt on the 
Speaker’s wig, told me he was editing Foote, but I think he has 
hardly taste enough. He told me Colman was to be his assistant.*'* 

Went down in the morning to Montagu House, where I found the 
Duke going out to suffer a recovery.** 1 had some fancy to see the 
ceremony, but more to get my breakfast, whicli I took at a coffee- 
house at Charing Cross. 

I sat to Northcote, who is to introduce himself in the same piece 
in the act of painting me, like some pictures of the Venetian school. 
The artist is an old man, low in stature, and bent with years — four- 
score at least. But the eye is quick and the countenance noble. A 
pleasant companion, familiar with recollections of Sir Joshua, Samuel 
Johnson, Burke, Goldsmith, etc. Ilis account of tlie last confirms all 
that we have heard of his oddities. 

Dined with Mr. Arbuthnot, where met Duke of Rutland, Lord and 
Lady Londonderry, etc., etc. Went to hear Mrs. Arkwright at Lady 
Charlotte Greville’s. Lockhart came home to-day. 

May 10. — Another long sitting to the old Wizard Northcote. He 
really resembles an animated mummy. “ He has altered my ideas of 


1 Act III. Sc. 2. 

2 Joha Fuller, long M.P. for Surrey, an ec- 
centric character, and looked upon as standing 
jester to the House of Commons. Scott first 
met him in Chantrey’s studio in 1820. --See 
Life, Yol. Vi. pp. 20G, 207. He died in his 77tli 


year, in 1834, without apparently having car- 
ried out his intention of editing Foote. 

3 A process in English copyhold law. 

^ Hazlitt said of Northcote, that talking with 
him was like conversing with the dead; “You 
see a little old man, pale and fragile, with eyes 
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Sir J osliua Reynolds, whom, from the expressions used by G-oldsmith, 
Johnson, and others, I used to think an amiable and benevolent char- 
acter. But though not void of generosity, he was cold, unfeeling, and 
indifferent to his family ; so much so that his sister, Miss Reynolds, 
after expressing her wonder at the general acceptance which Sir 
Joshua met with in society, concluded with, “For me, I only see in 
him a dark gloomy tyrant.” I own this view of his character hurt 
me, by depriving me of the pleasing vision of the highest talents 
united with the kindest temper. But Northcote says his disagreeable 
points were rather negative than positive — more a want of feeling 
than any desire to hurt or tyrannise. They arose from his exclusive 
attachment to art. 

Dined with a pleasant party at Lord Gower’s. Lady Gow^er is a 
beautiful woman, and extremely courteous. Mrs. Arkwright was of 
the party. I am getting well acquainted with her, and think I can 
see a great deal of sense mixed with her accomplishment. 

May 11. — Breakfasted with Dr. Maltby, preacher in Lincoln’s Inn. 
He was to have been the next Bishop, if the Whigs had held their 
ground. His person, manners, and attainments would have suited the 
lawn sleeves well. I heard service in the chapel, which is a very 
handsome place of worship ; it is upstairs, which seems extraordinary, 
and the space beneath forms cloisters, in which the ancient Benchers 
of the Society of Lincoln’s Inn are entered. I met my old friend Sir 
AVilliam Grant, ^ and had some conversation with him. Dr. Maltby 
gave us a good sermon upon the introduction of the Gospel. There 
was only one monument in the chapel, a handsome tablet to the 
memory of Perceval. The circumstance that it was the only monu- 
ment in the chapel of a society which had produced so many men of 
talents and distinction was striking — it was a tribute due to the sud- 
denness of his strange catastrophe. There is nothing very particular 
in the hall of Lincoln’s Inn, nor its parlour, which are like those of a 
college. Indeed the whole establishment has a monastic look. 

Sat to Northcote, who only requires {Deo gratias) another sitting. 
Dined with his Majesty in a very private party — five or six only be- 
ing present. I was received most kindly as usual. It is impossible 
to conceive a more friendly manner than his Majesty used towards 
me. I spoke to S. W. K. about the dedication of the collected works, 
and he says it will be highly well taken.^ 

I went after the party broke up to Mrs. Scott of Harden, where I 
made acquaintance with her beautiful kinswoman, Lady Sarah Pon- 
sonby, whose countenance is really seraphic and totally devoid of af- 
fectation. 


gleaming like the lights hung in tombs. He i Born 1752, died 1832; Master of the Rolls 
seems little better than a ghost, and hangs • ft-om 1801 to 1817. 
wavering and trembling on the very verge of 
life; you would think a breath would blow him 

away, and yet what fine things he says!”— 2 xhe 0;)us was dedicated to George 

Conversations. iv. — j. g. l. 
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May 12.— Old George ir. was, as is well known, extremely pas- 
sionate. On these occasions liis small stock of English totally failed 
him, and he used to express his indignation in the following form : 
«Q. d — n me, who I am? Got d — n you, who you be?” Lock- 
hart and I visited a Mrs. Quillinan,' with whom Wordsworth and his 
wife have pitched their tent. I was glad to see my old friend, whose 
conversation has so much that is fresh and manly in it. I do not at 
all acquiesce in his system of poetry, and I think he has injured his 
own fame by adhering to it. But a better or more sensible man I 
do not know than W. W. 

Afterwards Lockhart and I called on Miss Nicolson, and from 
thence I wandered down into that immense hash of a city to see 
Heath, and fortunately caught hold on him. All this made me too 
late for Northcote, — who was placable, however.® 

Dined at Sir John Shelley’s, a petit convert Here were the Duke 
of Wellington, Duke of Rutland, and only one or two more, particu- 
larly Mr. and Mrs. Arbuthnot. The evening was very pleasant, and 
did not break up till twelve at night. 

May 13. — Breakfasted with Sir George Philips — there was Syd- 
ney Smith, full of fun and spirit, and his daughter, who is a good- 
humoured agreeable girl. We had a pleasant breakfast party. 

The Catholics have carried their question, which I suppose will 
be thrown out in the Lords. I think they had better concede this 
oft-disputed point, and dissolve the league which binds so many peo- 
ple in opposition to Government. It is a matter of great consequence 
that men should not acquire the habit of opposing. No earthly ad- 
vantage would arise to Ireland from ceding what is retained, where so 
much has been already yielded up. Indeed the Catholic gentry do 
not pretend that the granting the immunities they require would tran- 
quillise the country, but only that it would remove from men of hon- 
our all pretext for countenancing them. This is on the principle of 
the solicitor of the unhappy Rajah Nuncomar, who after extorting as 
much money as he could, under pretence of bribing persons to pro- 
cure his pardon, facilitate his escape, etc., found himself pressed by 
his victim for a final answer. “ The preparations for death are ready,” 
said the Rajah; ^‘I fear, notwithstanding all you have told me, their 
intention is to take my life.” “By G — d,” replied the trusty solici- 
tor, “ if they do I will never forgive them.” So if there are further 
disturbances after the Catholic claims are granted, I suppose those l)y 
whom they are now advocated will never forgive their friends the 
Pats ; and that will be all John Bull will get for it. I dined with 

1 Whose son afterwards married Dora, Words- dislike to painters, tliat whenever ho saw a 

worth’s daughter. man take out a pencil and paper, and look at 

him, lie set up a howl, and ran olf to the Eil- 

2 At the last sitting Northcote remarked, don Hill. His unfortunate master, however 

“You have often sat for your portrait?” well he can howl, was never able to run mucli; 

“Yes,” said Sir Walter; “ my dog Maida and he was therefore oidiged to abide the eveut. 
1 have sat frequently — so often that Maida, Yes, I have frequently sat for rny picture.”— 
who had little philosophy, conceived such a Cunninghani’s Painters^ vol. vi. pp. 125-0. 
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Lady Stafford, for whom I have much regard. I recollect her ever 
since she stood at her aunt Lady Glenorchy’s window, in George 
Square, reviewing her regiment of Sutherland giants. She was, as 
she ever is, most attentive and kind. 

May 14. — I carried Lockhart to Lady Francis Gower’s to hear Mrs. 
Arkwright sing, and I think he admired her as much as his nature 
permits him to love anything musical, for he certainly is not quickly 
moved by concord of sweet sounds. I do not understand them bet- 
ter than he, but the mce del petto always affects me, and Mrs. A. has 
it in perfection. I have received as much pleasure from that lady’s 
music as sound could ever give me.’ Lockhart goes off for Brighton. 
I had a round of men in office. I waited on the Duke at Downing 
St., and I think put L. right there, if he will look to himself. But I 
can only tee the ball ; he must strike the blow with the golf club 
himself. I saw Mr. Renton, and he promised to look after Harper’s 
business favourably. Good gracious, what a solicitor we are grown ! 

Dined with Lady Davy — a pleasant party ; but I was out of spir- 
its; I think partly on Johnnie’s account, partly from fatigue. There 
was William Henry Lyttelton amongst others ; much of his oddity has 
rubbed off, and he is an honoured courtly gentleman, with a great deal of 
wit ; and not one of the fine people who perplex you by shutting their 
mouths if you begin to speak. I never fear quizzing, so am not afraid 
of this species of lying-in-wait. Lord have mercy on me if I were ! 

May 1 5. — Dined at the R'oxburghe Club. Lord Spencer presided, 
but had a cold which limited his exertions. Lord Clive, beside whom 
I sat, was deaf, though intelligent and good-humoured. The Duke 
of Devonshire was still deafer. There were many little chirruping 
men who might have talked but went into committee. There was lit- 
tle general conversation. I should have mentioned that I breakfasted 
with kind, good Mr. Hughes, and met the Bishop of Llandaff — strong- 
ly intelligent. I do not understand his politics about the Catholic 
question. He seems disposed to concede, yet is Toryissimus. Per- 
haps they wish the question ended, but the present opinions of the 
Sovereign are too much interested to permit them to quit it. 

May IG. — Breakfasted with Mr. Re}molds ; a miscellaneous party. 
Wordsworth, right welcome unto me, was there. I had also a sight 
of Godwin the philosopher, grown old and thin — of Douglas Kin- 
nalrd, whom I asked about Byron’s statue, which is going forward — 
of Luttrell, and others whom I knew not. I stayed an instant at 
Pickering’s, a young publisher’s, and bought some dramatic reprints. 
I love them very much, but I would [not] advise a young man to un- 
dertake them. They are of course dear, and as they have not the 
dignity of scarcity, the bibliomaniacs pass them by as if they were 
plated candlesticks. They may hold as good a light for all that as if 
they were real silver, and therefore I buy them when I can light on 


5 See ante. May Ist, p. 36G, note 2. 
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them. But here I am spending money when I have more need to 
make it. On Monday, the 26th, it shall he Northward ho ! 

Dined at Lady Georgiana and Mr. Agar Ellis’s.^ There were Lord 
and Lady Stafford there, and others to whom I am sincerely attached. 

May 17. — A day of busy idleness. Richardson came and break- 
fasted with me like a good fellow. Then I went to Mr. Chantrey, 
and sat for an hour to finish the bust.^ Thereafter, about twelve 
o’clock, I went to breakfast the second, at Lady Shelley’s, where there 
was a great morning party. A young lady ® begged a lock of my hair, 
which was not worth refusing. I stipulated for a kiss, which I was 
permitted to take. From this I went to the Duke of Wellington, who 
gave me some hints or rather details. Afterwards I drove out to Chis- 
wick, where I had never been before. A numerous and gay party 
were assembled to walk and enjoy the beauties of that Palladian 
[dome ?] ; the place and highly ornamented gardens belonging to it 
resemble a picture of Watteau. There is some affectation in the 
picture, but in the ensemhle the original looked very well. The Duke 
of Devonshire received every one with the best possible manners. 
The scene was dignified by the presence of an immense elephant, 
who, under charge of a groom, wandered up and down, giving an air 
of Asiatic pageantry to the entertainment. I was never before sensi- 
ble of the dignity which largeness of size and freedom of movement 
give to this otherwise very ugly animal. As I was to dine at Holland 
House, I did not partake in the magnificent repast which was offered 
to us, and took myself off about five o’clock. I contrived to make a 
demi-toilette at Holland House rather than drive all the way to Lon- 
don. Rogers came to dinner, which was very entertaining. The 
Duke of Manchester was there, whom I remember having seen long 
ago. He had left a part of his brain in Jamaica by a terrible fract- 
ure, yet, notwithstanding the accident and the bad climate, was still 
a fine -looking man. Lady Holland^ pressed me to stay all night, 
which I did accordingly. 

May 18. — The freshness of the air, the singing of the birds, the 
beautiful aspect of nature, the size of the venerable trees, all gave me 
a delightful feeling this morning. It seemed there was pleasure even 
in living and breathing, without anything else. We {i.e, Rogers and 
I) wandered into a green lane bordered with fine trees, which might 
have been twenty miles from a town. It will be a great pity when 
• this ancient house must come down and give way to brick works and 
brick-houses. It is not that Holland House is fine as a building ; on 


1 Mr. Ellis, afterwards created Baron Dover, 
was the author of Historical InquiHes into the, 
Character of Lord Clarendon. 8vo, Lond. 1827. 

2 Sir F. Chantrey was at this time executing 
his second bust of Sir Walter — that ordered by 
Sir Robert Peel, and which is now at Drayton. 

•— J. G. L. 

3 Lady Shelley of Mareslleld Park. Mr, 


Lockhart says the young lady was Miss Shel- 
ley, who became iu 1834 the Hoii. Mrs. George 
Edgeumbe, 

4 Scott had dined at Holland House in 1800, 
but in consequence of some remarks by J,.ord 
Holland iu the House of Lords iu 1810, on 
Thomas Scott’s allairs, there had apparently 
been no renewal of the acquaintanceship until 
now. 
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tlie contrary, it has a tumble -down look; and, although decorated 
with the bastard Gothic of James i.’s time, the front is heavy. But 
it resembles many respectable matrons, who, having been absolutely 
ugly during youth, acquire by age an air of dignity though one is 
chiefly affected by the air of deep seclusion which is spread around 
the domain. I called on Mr. Peel as I returned home, and after that 
on Lord Melville. The latter undertook for Allan Cunningham’s son’s 
cadetship, for which I am right glad. 

Dined at Mr. and Lady Sarah Ponsonby’s, who called on us last 
year at Abbotsford. The party was very pleasant, having Lord and 
Lady Gower, whom I like, Mr. and Lady Georgiana Ellis, and other 
persons of distinction. Saw Wordsworth too, and learned that Tom 
Moore was come to town. 

May 19. — A morning of business. Breakfasted with Dumergue 
and one or two friends. Dined by command with the Duchess of 
Kent. I was very kindly recognised by Prince Leopold. I was pre- 
sented to the little Princess Victoria, — I hope they will change her 
name, — the heir apparent to the Crown as things now stand. How 
strange that so large and fine a family as that of his late Majesty 
should have died off and decayed into old age with so few descend- 
ants ! Prince George of Cumberland is, they say, a fine boy about 
nine years old — a bit of a pickle, swears and romps like a brat that 
has been bred in a barrack yard. This little lady is educated with 
much care, and watched so closely by the Duchess and the principal 
governess, that no busy maid has a moment to whisper, “ You are 
heir of England.” I suspect if we could dissect the little head, we 
should find that some pigeon or other bird of the air had carried the 
matter. She is fair, like the Royal Family, but does not look as if 
she would be pretty. The Duchess herself is very pleasing and affa- 
ble in her manners. I sat by Mr. Spring Rice, a very agreeable man. 
He is a great leader among the Pro-Catholics. I saw also Charles 
Wynn and his lady — and the evening, for a Court evening, went agree- 
ably off. I am commanded for two days by Prince Leopold, but will 
send excuses. 

May 20. — I set out for Brighton this morning in a light coach, 
which performed the distance in six hours — otherwise the journey 
was uncomfortable. Three women, the very specimens of woman- 
kind, — 1 mean trumpery, — a child who was sick, but afterwards 
looked and smiled, and was the only thing like company. The road 
is pleasant enough till it gets into the Wealds of Sussex, a huge suc- 
cession of green downs which sweep along the sea-coast for many 
miles. Brighton seems grown twice as large since 1815. It is a city 
of loiterers and invalids — a Vanity Fair for pipers, dancing of bears, 
and for the feats of Mr. Punch. I found all my family well except- 
ing the poor pale Johnnie; and he is really a thing to break one’s 
heart by looking at — yet he is better. The rest are in high kelter. 

My old friend Will Rose dined with us, also a Doctor Yates and 
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Ms wife— tlie Esculapius of Brighton, who seems a sensible man. I 
was entertained with the empire he exerted over him as protector of 
his health. I was very happy to find myself at Sophia’s quiet table, 
and am only sorry that I must quit her so soon. 

May 21. — This being a fine day, we made some visits in the 
morning, in the course of which I waited on Mrs. Davies, sister of 
Mrs. Charlotte Smith,' and herself the author of the Peacock at Home^ 
one of the prettiest and liveliest (Teq^rit in our language. She 
is a fine stately old lady— not a bit of a literary person, — I mean hav- 
ing none of the affectation of it, but like a lady of considerable rank. 
I am glad I have seen her. Renewed my acquaintance with Lady 
Charlotte Hamilton, nee Lady Charlotte Hume, and talked over some 
stories thirty years old at least. We then took a fiy, as they call the 
light carriages, and drove as far as the Devil’s Ditch. A rampart it 
is of great strength and depth, enclosing, I presume, the precincts of 
a British town that must have held 30,000 men at least. I could not 
discover where they got water. 

We got home at four, and dined at five, and smoked cigars till 
eight. Will Rose came in with his man Ilinvaes,*'' wlio is as much a 
piece of Rose as Trim was of Uncle Toby. We laughed over tales 
‘‘both old and new” till ten o’clock came, and then broke up. 

May 22. — Left Brighton this morning with a heavy heart. Poor 
Johnnie looks so very poorly that I cannot but regard his case as 
desperate, and then G-od help the child’s parents ! Amen ! 

We took the whole of one of the post-coaches, and so came rap- 
idly to town, Sophia coming along with us about a new servant. 
This enabled me to dine with Mr. Adolphus, the celebrated barrister, 
the father to my young friend who wrote so like a gentleman on my 
matters.^ I met Mr. Gurney, Archdeacon Wranghani, and a lawyer 
or two besides. I may be partial, but the conversation of intelligent 
barristers amuses me more than that of other professional persons. 
There is more of real life in it, with whicli, in all its phases, people 
of business get so well acquainted. Mr. Adolphus is a man of varied 


1 Miscellaneous Prose TFor7c5,vol.iv. p. 20. 

Davicl'Hinves, Mr. W. Stewart Rose’s faith- 
ful and alfectionate attendant, furnished Scott 
with some hints for his picture of Davie Gel- 
latly in WaverUy. 

Mr. Lockhart tells us that Hinves was more 
than forty years in Mr. Rose’s service ; he had 
been a bookbinder by trade and a preacher 
among the Methodists. 

“A sermon heard casually under a tree in 
the New Forest contained such touches of good 
feeling and broad humour that Rose promoted 
the preacher to be his valet on the spot. He 
was treated more like a friend than a servant 
by his master and by all his master’s intimate 
friends. Scott presented him with all his 
works; and Coleridge gave him a corrected (or 
rather an altered) copy of Christabel with this 
inscription on the fly-leaf: ‘Dear Hinves, -- 
Till this book is concluded, and with it GundU 


7nore, a poem by the same “author,” accept of 
this correcled copy of Christabel as a small to- 
ken of regard ; yet such a testimonial as I 
would not pay^ to any one I did not esteem, 
though he were an emj)erur. 

“ Be assured I will send you fur your private 
library every work I have published (if there 
be any to be had) and whatever I shall pub- 
lish. Keep steady to the Faith. Tf the fount- 
ainhead be always full, the stream cannot be 
long empty. — Yours sincerely'’, S. T. Colkridgk. 

‘"11 November, ISIG, Mudford.' ” 

—Life, vol. iv. pp. 397-8. 

Hinves died in Mr. Rose’s service circa 1838,* 
and his master followed him on the 3(Jth April, 
1843, a few weck.s after his friend Morritt. 

3 An analysis of these letters was published 
by Mr. Lockhart in the Life, vol. vi. i)p. 340- 
380. 
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information, and very amusing. He told me a gipsy told him of the 
success he should have in life, and how it would be endangered by 
his own heat of temper, alluding, I believe, to a quarrel betwixt him 
and a brother barrister. 

May 23. — I breakfasted with Chan trey, and met the celebrated 
Coke of Norfolk,' a very pleasing man, who gave me some account 
of his plantations. I understand from him that, like every wise man, 
he planted land that would not let for 5s. per acre, but which now 
produces £3000 a year in wood. He talked of the trees which he 
had planted as being so thick that a man could not fathom^ them. 
Withers, he said, was never employed save upon one or two small 
jobs of about twenty acres on which every expense was bestowed 
with a view to early growth. So much for Withers. I shall have a 
rod in pickle for him if worth while.® After sitting to Chantrey for 
the last time, I called on Lady Shelley, P. P. C., and was sorry to find 
her worse than she had been. Dined with Lady Stafford, where I 
met the two Lochs, John and James. The former gave me his prom- 
ise for a cadetship to Allan Cunningham’s son ; I have a similar 
promise from Lord Melville, and thus I am in the situation in which 
I have been at daddies Wiel,^ where I have caught two trouts, one 
with the fly, the other with the bobber. I have landed both, and so 
I will now. Mr. Loch also promised me to get out Shortreed as a 
free mariner. Tom Grenville was at dinner. 

May 24. — This day we dined at Richmond Park with Lord Sid- 
mouth. Before dinner his Lordship showed me letters which passed 
between the great Lord Chatham and Dr. Addington, Lord Sidmouth’s 
[father]. There was much of that familiar friendship which arises, 
and must arise, between an invalid, the head of an invalid family, 
and their medical adviser, supposing the last to be a wise and well- 
bred man. The character of Lord Chatham’s handwriting is strong 
and bold, and his expressions short and manly. There are intima- 
tions of his partiality for William, whose health seems to have been 
precarious during boyhood. He talks of William imitating him in 
all he did, and calling for ale because his father was recommended 
to drink it. “ If I should smoke,” he said, “ William would instantlj^ 
call for a pipe and, he wisely infers, “ I must take care what I do.” 
The letters of the late William Pitt are of great curiosity, but as, like 
all real letters of business, they only allude to matters with which 
his correspondent is well acquainted, and do not enter into details, 
they would require an ample commentary. I hope Lord Sidmouth 


1 Croated Earl of Leicester in 1837. 

2 It is worth noting that Sir Walter first 
wrote “grasp”— and then deleted the vrord in 
favour of the technical term — “fathom.” 

3 W. Withers had just published a Letter to 
Sir Walter Scott exposing certain fundamental 
errors in his late Essay on Planting.— 
Norfolk, 1828. 

4 A deep pool in the Tweed, in which Scott 
had had a singular nocturnal adventure while 


“burning the water” in company with Hogg 
and Laidlaw. Hogg records that the crazy 
coble went to the bottom while Scott was 
shouting— 

“ An’ gin the boat were bottomless, 

An’ seven miles to row.” 

The scene was not forgotten when he came to 
write the twenty-sixth chapter of Guy Man- 
ncring. 



will supply this, and have urged it as much as T can. I think, though 
I hate letters and abominate interference, I will write to him on this 
subject. 

I have bought a certain quantity of reprints from a bookseller in 
Chancery Lane, Pickering by name. I urged him to print the con- 
troversy between Greene and the Plarveys. He wished me to write 
a third part to a fine edition of Cotton’s Angler^ for which I am quite 
incompetent.^ 

I met at Richmond my old and much esteemed friend Lord Stow- 
ell,^ looking very frail and even comatose. Quantum mutatus ! He 
was one of the pleasantest men I ever knew. 

Respecting the letters, I picked up from those of Pitt that he was 
always extremely desirous of peace with France, and even reckoned 
upon it at a moment when he ought to have despaired. I suspect 
this false view of the state of France (for such it was), which in- 
duced the British Minister to look for peace when there was no 
chance of it, damped his ardour in maintaining the war. He wanted 
the lofty ideas of his father — you read it in his handwriting, great 
statesman as he was. I saw a letter or two of Burke’s in which there 
is an epanchement du coeur not visible in those of Pitt, who writes like 
a Premier to his colleague. Burke was under the strange hallucina- 
tion that his son, who predeceased him, was a man of greater talents 
than himself. On the contrary, he had little talent and no resolu- 
tion. On moving some resolutions in favour of the Catholics, which 
were ill-received by the House of Commons, young Burke actually 
ran away, which an Orangeman compared to a cross-reading in the 
newspapers : — Yesterday the Catholic resolutions were moved, etc., 
but, the pistol missing fire, the villains ran off 1 

May 25. — After a morning of letter-writing, leave-taking, papers 
destroying, and God knows what trumpery, Sophia and I set out for 
Hampton Court, carrying with us the following lions and lionesses — 
Samuel Rogers, Tom Moore, Wordsworth, with wife and daughter. 
We were very kindly and properly received by Walter and his wife, 
and a very pleasant party.^ 

May 26. — An awful confusion with paying of bills, writing of 
cards, and all species of trumpery business. Southey, who is just 
come to town, breakfasted with us. He looks, I think, but poorly, 
but it may be owing to family misfortune. One is always tempted 
to compare Wordsworth and Southey. The latter is unquestionably 
the greater scholar— I mean possesses the most extensive stock of 


1 This refers to the splendid edition of Wal- 
ton and Cotton, edited by Nicolas, and illus- 
trated by Stothard and Inskipp, published in 
1836 after nearly ten years’ preparation, in two 
vols. large 8vo. 

2 Sir William Scott, Lord Stowell, died 28th 
January, 1836, aged ninety. 

2 Moore writes: “On our arrival at Hamp- 


ton (where wo found the Wordsworths), walked 
about,— -the whole party in the gay walk where 
tho band plays, to tlio infinite delight of the 
Hampton blues^ who wore all eyes after Scott. 
The other scribblers not corning in for a glance. 
The dinner odd; but being near Scott I found 
it agreeable, and was delighted to sec him so 
happy, with his tall son, tho Major,” etc., etc. 
-—Diary, vol. v. p. 287. 
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information, but there is a freshness, vivacity, and spring about Words- 
worth’s mind, which, if we may compare two men of uncommon 
powers, shows more originality. I say nothing of their poetry. 
Wordsworth has a system which disposes him to take the bull by 
the horns and ojffend public taste, which, right or wrong, will always 
be the taste of the public ; yet he could be popular if he would, — 
witness the Feast at Brougham Castle, — Song of the Cliffords, I think, 
is the name. 

I walked down to call, with Eogers, on Mrs. D’Arblay. She 
showed me some notes which she was making about her novels, 
which she induced me to believe had been recollected and jotted 
down in compliance with my suggestions on a former occasion. It 
is curious how she contrived to get E'velina printed and published 
without her father’s knowledge. Her brother placed it in the hands 
of one Lowndes, who, after its success, bought it for £20! ! ! and had 
the magnanimity to add £10 — the price, I think, of Paradise Lost 
One of her sisters betrayed the secret to her father, who then eager- 
ly lent his ears to hear what was said of the new novel, and the first 
opinion which saluted his delighted ears was the voice of Johnson 
energetically recommending it to the perusal of Mrs. Thralc.^ 

At parting, Rogers gave me a gold-mounted pair of glasses, which 
I will not part with in a hurry. I really like Eogers, and have always 
found him most friendly. After many petty delays we set off at last 
and reached Bushy Grove to dine with my kind and worthy family 
friend and relative, David Haliburton. I am delighted to find him in 
all the enjoyment of life, with the vivacity of youth in his sentiments 
and enjoyments. Mr. and Mrs. Campbell Marjoribanks are the only 
company here, with Miss Parker. 

May 27. — Well, my retreat from London is now accomplished, 
and I may fairly balance the advantage and loss of this London trip. 
It has cost me a good deal of money, and Johnnie’s illness has taken 
away much of the pleasure I had promised myself. But if I can 
judge from the reception I have met with, I have the pleasure to know 
that I stand as fair with the public, and as high with my personal 
friends, as in any period of my life. And this has enabled me to for- 
ward the following objects to myself and others : — 

1st. I have been able to place Lockart on the right footing in 
the right cpiarter, leaving the improvement of his place of vantage to 
himself as circumstances should occur. 

2d. I have put the Chancery suit in the right train, which without 
me could not have been done.* 

1 The author of Evelina died at Bath in 1840, 
at the age of cighty-cight. Subsequent to this 
meeting with Scott she published memoirs of 
her father, Dr. Burney (in 1832). It is stated 
that for her novel Camilla^ published in 1796, 
she received a subscription of 3000 guineas, 
and for the Wanderer^ in 1814, £1500 for the 


copyright. This was the year in which Wa- 
verity appeared, for the copyright of which 
Constable did not sco his way to offer more 
than £700. 

2 This item refers to money which had be- 
longed to Lady Scott’s parents. 
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3d. I picked up some knowledge of the state of existing matters^ 
which is interesting and may be useful. 

4th. I have succeeded in helping to get a commission for James 
Skene. ‘ 

5th. I have got two cadetships for the sons of Allan Cunning- 
ham. 

6th. I have got leave to Andrew Shortreed to go out to India. 

7th. I have put John Eckford into correspondence with Mr. Loch, 
who thinks he can do something for his claim. 

8th. I have been of material assistance to poor Terry in his affairs. 

9th. I have effectually protected my Darnick neighbours and my- 
self against the New Road Bill. 

Other advantages there are, besides the great one of scouring up 
one’s own mind a little and renewing intercourse with old friends, 
bringing one’s-self nearer in short to the currency of the time. 

All this ‘may weigh against the expenditure of £200 or £250, 
when money is fortunately not very scarce with me. 

We went out for a most agreeable drive through the Hertford- 
shire Lanes — a strange intricate combination of narrow roads passing 
through the country, winding and turning among oaks and other large 
timber, just like path-ways cut through a forest. They wind and turn 
in so singular a manner, and resemble each other so much, that a 
stranger would have difficulty to make way amongst them. Wo vis- 
ited Moor Park (not the house of Sir William Temple, but that 
where the Duke and Duchess of Monmouth lived). Having rather 
a commanding situation, you look down on the valley, which, being 
divided into small enclosures bordered with wood, resembles a forest 
when so looked down on. The house has a handsome entrance-hall, 
painted by Sir James Thornhill, in a very French taste, yet handsonuj. 
He was Hogarth’s fathcr-in-law, and not easily reconciled to the 
match. Thornhill’s paintings are certainly not of the first class, yet 
the practice of painting the walls and roof of a dwelling-house gives, 
in my eyes, a warm and rich air to the apartments. Lord Grosvenor 
has now bought this fine place, once Lord Anson’s — lienee the Moor 
Park apricot is also called Ansoniana. After seeing Moor I^ark wc 
went to the Grove, the Earl of Clarendon’s country-scat. The house 
looks small and of little consequence, but contains many good por- 
traits, as I was told, of the Hyde family.^ The park lias fine views 
and magnificent trees. 

We went to Cashiobury, belonging to the Earl of Essex, an old 
mansion, apparently, with a fine park. The Colne runs through the 
grounds, or rather creeps through them. 

“For the Colne 
Is black and swollen, 

Snake-like, he winds his way, 

^ It contains half of Chancellor Clarendon’s famous collection— the other half is at Bothwcll 
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Unlike the burns 
From Highland urns 
That dance by crag and brae.’’ 

Borthwick-brae' came to dinner from town, and we had a very pleas- 
ant evening. My excellent old friend reminded me of the old and 
bitter feud between the Scotts and the Haliburtons, and observed it 
was curious I should have united the blood of two hostile clans. 

May 28 . — AVe took leave of our kind old host after breakfast, and 
set out for our own land. Our elegant researches carried us out of 
the high-road and through a labyrinth of intricate lanes, — which 
seem made on purpose to afford strangers the full benefit of a dark 
night and a drunk driver, — in order to visit Gill’s Hill, famous for the 
murder of Mr. Weare. 

The place has the strongest title to the description of Words- 
worth : — 

“ A merry spot, ’tis said, in days of yore, 

But something ails it now — the place is cursed.” 

The principal part of the house has been destroyed, and only the 
kitchen remains standing. The garden has been dismantled, though 
a few laurels and garden shrubs, run wild, continue to mark the spot. 
The fatal pond is now only a green swamp, but so near the house that 
one cannot conceive how it was ever chosen as a place of temporary 
concealment of the murdered body. Indeed the whole history of the 
murder, and the scenes which ensued, are strange pictures of desper- 
ate and short-sighted wickedness. The feasting — the singing — the 
murderer with his hands still bloody hanging round the neck of one 
of the females — ^the watch-chain of the murdered man, argue the ut- 
most apathy. Even Probert, the most frightened of the party, fled no 
further for relief than to the brandy bottle, and is found in the very 
lane, and at the spot of the murder, seeking for the murderous weapon, 
and exposing himself to the view of the passengers. Another singu- 
lar mark of stupid audacity was their venturing to wear the clothes 
of their victim. There was a want of foresight in the whole arrange- 
ment of the deed, and the attempts to conceal it, which argued strange 
inconsideration, which a professed robber would not have exhibited. 
There was just one single shade of redeeming character about a busi- 
ness so brutal, perpetrated by men above the very lowest rank of life 
— it was the mixture of revenge which afforded some relief to the 
circumstances of treachery and premeditation which accompanied it. 
But Weare was a cheat, and had no doubt pillaged Thurtell, who 
therefore deemed he might take greater liberties with him than with 
others. 

The dirt of the present habitation equalled its wretched desola- 


J William Elliot Lockhart of Cleghorn and Borthwick-brae, long M.P. for Selkirkshire. 
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tion, and a truculent-looking hag, who showed us the place, and re- 
ceived half-a-crown, looked not unlike the natural inmate of such a 
mansion. She indicated as much herself, saying the landlord had 
dismantled the place because no respectable person would live there. 
She seems to live entirely alone, and fears no ghosts, she says. 

One thing about this mysterious tragedy was never explained. It 
is said that Weare, as is the habit of such men, always carried about 
his person, and between his flannel waistcoat and shirt, a sum of ready 
money, equal to £1500 or £200P. No such money was ever recov- 
ered, and as the sum divided by Thurtell among his accomplices was 
only about £20,. he must, in slang phrase, have hucketed his pals ^ 

We came on as far as Alconbury, where we slept comfortably. 

May 29. — We travelled from Alconbury Hill to Ferry Bridge, 
upwards of a hundred miles, amid all the beauties of “ flourish ” and 
verdure which spring awakens at her first approach in the midland 
counties of England, but without any variety save those of the sea- 
son’s making. I do believe this great north road is the dullest in 
the world, as well as the most convenient for the traveller. Nothing 
seems to me to have been altered within twenty or thirty years, save 
the noses of the landlords, which have bloomed and given place to 
another set of proboscises as germane as the old ones to the very 
toelcome^— please to light — Wrses forward^ and ready out The skele- 
ton at Barnby Moor has deserted his gibbet, and that is the only 
change I recollect. 

I have amused myself to-day with reading Lockhart’s Life of 
JBiirns, which is very well written — in fact, an admirable thing. He 
has judiciously slurred over his vices and follies ; for although Cur- 
rie, I myself, and others, have not said a word more on that subject 
than is true, yet as the dead corpse is straightened, swathed, and made 
decent, so ought the character of such an inimitable genius as Burns 
to be tenderly handled after death. The knowledge of his vicious 
weaknesses or vices is only a subject of sorrow to the well-disposed, 
and of triumph to the profligate. 

May 30. — We left Ferry Bridge at seven, and turning westwards, 
or rather northwestward, at Borough Bridge, we reach Rokeby at 
past three. A mile from the house we met Morritt looking for us. 
I had great pleasure at finding myself at Rokeby, and recollecting a 
hundred passages of past time. Morritt looks well and easy in his 
mind, which I am delighted to see. He is now one of my oldest, 
and, I believe, one of my most sincere, friends, a man unequalled in 
the mixture of sound good sense, high literary cultivation, and the 
kindest and sweetest temper that ever graced a human bosom. His 
nieces are much attached to him, and are deserving and elegant, as 
well as beautiful young women. What there is in our partiality to 


1 Weare, Thurtell, and the rest were professed gamblers, 
viii. p. 381. 
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female beauty that commands a species of temperate homage from 
the aged, as well as ecstatic admiration from the young, I cannot con- 
ceive, but it is certain that a very large proportion of some other 
amiable quality is too little to counterbalance the absolute want of 
this advantage. I, to whom beauty is and shall henceforth be a pict- 
ure, still look upon it with the quiet devotion of an old worshipper, 
who no longer offers incense on the shrine, but peaceably presents 
his inch of taper, taking special care in doing so not to burn his own 
fingers. Nothing in life can be more ludicrous or contemptible than 
an old man aping the passions of his youth. 

Talking of youth, there was a certain professor at Cambridge who 
used to keep sketches of all the youths who, from their conduct at 
college, seemed to bid fair for distinction in life. He showed them, 
one day, to an old shrewd sarcastic Master of Arts, who looked over 
the collection, and then observed, “A promising nest of eggs ; what 
a pity the great part will turn out addle !” And so they do ; looking 
round amongst the young men, one sees to all appearance fine flour- 
ish — but it ripens not. 

May 31. — I have finished Napier’s War in the Peninsula,'^ It is 
written in the spirit of a Liberal, but the narrative is distinct and 
clear, and I should suppose accurate. He has, however, given a bad 
sample of accuracy in the case of Lord Strangford, where his pointed 
affirmation has been as pointedly repelled. It is evident he would 
require probing. His defence of Moore is spirited and well argued, 
though it is evident he defends the statesman as much as the gener- 
al. As a Liberal and a military man, Colonel Napier finds it difiScult 
to steer his course. The former character calls on him to plead for 
the insurgent Spaniards ; the latter induces him to palliate the cru- 
elties of the French. Good-even to him until next volume, which I 
shall long to see. This was a day of pleasure and nothing else. After 
breakfast I walked with Morritt in the new path he has made up the 
Tees. When last here, his poor nephew was of the party. It hangs 
on my mind, and perhaps on Morritt’s. When we returned we took 
a short drive as far as Barnard Castle ; and the business of eating 
and drinking to-ok up the remainder of the evening, excepting a dip 
into the Greta Walk. 


1 Tile first yolumc had just been published in 1828. The book was completed ir| 6 vpls. in 184Q. 
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June 1. — We took leave of our friends at Eokeby after breakfast, 
and pursued our well-known path over Stanmore to Brough, Appleby, 
Penrith, and Carlisle. As I have this road by heart, I have little 
amusement save the melancholy task of recalling the sensations with 
which I have traced it in fornier times, all of which refer to decay of 
animal strength, and abatement if not of mental powers, at least of 
mental energy. The non est tanti grows fast at my time of life. We 
reached Carlisle at seven o’clock, and were housed for the night. 
My books being exhausted, I lighted on an odd volume of the Gen- 
tleman's Magazine^ a work in which, as in a pawnbroker’s shop, much 
of real curiosity and value are stowed away and concealed amid the 
frippery and trumpery of those reverend old gentlewomen who were 
the regular correspondents of the work. 

Jwm 2. — We intended to walk to the Castle, but were baffled by 
rainy weather. I was obliged to wait for a certificate from the parish 
register — Hei mihi I ! I cannot have it till ton o’clock, or rather, as 
it chanced, till past eleven, when I got the paper for which I waited.’ 
We lunched at Hawick, and concluded our pilgrimage at Abbotsford 
about nine at night, where the joyful barking of the dogs, with the 
sight of the kind familiar faces of our domestics, gave us welcome, 
and I enjoyed a sound repose on my own bed. I remark that in this 
journey I have never once experienced depression of spirits, or the 
tremor cordis of which I have sometimes such unpleasant visits. Dis- 
sipation, and a succession of trifling engagements, prevent the mind 
from throwing itself out in the manner calculated to exhaust the 
owner, and to entertain other people. There is a lesson in this. 

June 3, [Abbotsford ^ — This was a very idle day. >1 waked to walk 
about my beautiful young woods with old Tom and the dogs. The 
sun shone bright, and the wind fanned my check as if it were a wel- 
coming. I did not do the least right thing, except packing a few 
books necessary for writing the continuation of the Tales. In this 
merry mood I wandered as far as bluntly Burn, where I found the 

1 About this time Miss Anne Scott wrote to told there could bo no doubt, was troubled with 
Mrs. Lockhart: “Early in the morning, before a fit of coughing, which ended in a laugh. Tho 
wo started, papa took me with him to the Ca- man seemed exceeding indignant ; so, when 
thedral. This he had done often before; but papa moved on, I whispered who it was. I 
he said he must stand once more on the spot wish you had seen the man’s start, and how he 
where he married poor mamma. After that stared and bowed as ho parted from u.s; and 
we went to the Castle, where a new showman then rammed his keys into his pocket and 
went through the old trick of pointing out Fer- went off at a hand-gallop to warn tho rest of 
gus Maclvor’s very dungeon. Peveril said, ‘In- the garrison. But tho carriage was ready, and 
deed, are you quite sure, sir?’ And on being wo escaped a row.” — vol. ix. pp. 256-7. 
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Miss Fergusons well and Fappy; tFen I sauntered back to Abbots^ 
ford, sitting on every bench by the way, and thus 

“ It grew to dinner in conclusion.” 

A good appetite made my simple meal relish better than the magnifi- 
cent cheer which I have lately partaken of. I smoked a cigar, slept 
away an hour, and read Mure of Auchendrane’s trial, and thus ended 
the day. I cannot afford to spend many such, nor would they seem 
so pleasant. 

June 4, \EdinhuTg}i\, — The former part of this day was employed 
much as yesterday, but some packing was inevitable. Will Laidlaw 
came to dinner, of which we partook at three o’clock. Started at 
half-past four, and arrived at home, if we must call it so, at nine 
o’clock in the evening. I employed my leisure in the chaise to pe- 
ruse Mure of Auchendrane’s trial, out of which something might be 
coopered up for the public.^ It is one of the wildest stories I ever 
read. Something might surely be twisted out of it. 

June 5. — Cadell breakfasted; in great spirits with the success of 
the Fair Maid of Perth. A disappointment being always to be ap- 
prehended, I too am greatly pleased that the evil day is adjourned, 
for the time must come — and yet I can spin a tough yarn still with 
any one now going. 

I was much distressed to find that the last of the Macdonald Bu- 
chanans, a fine lad of about twenty-one, is now decidedly infected by 
the same pulmonary complaint which carried off his four brothers in 
succession. This is indeed a cruel stroke, and it is melancholy to wit- 
ness the undaunted Highland courage of the father. 

I went to Court, and when I returned did some work upon the 
Tales. 

“ And now again, boys, to the oar.” 

June 6. — I Lave determined to work sans intermission for lost 
time, and to make up at least my task every day. J. Gibson called 
on me with good hopes that the trustees will authorise the grand opus 
to be set afloat." They are scrupulous a little about the expense of 
engravings, but I fear the taste of the town will not be satisfied with- 
out them. It is time these things were settled. I wrought both be- 
fore and after dinner, and finished five pages, which is two above 
bargain. 

June 7. — Saturday was another working day, and nothing oc- 
curred to disturb me. 

June 8. — I finished five sheets this day. Will Clerk and Francis 
Scott of Harden came to dinner, and we spent a pleasant evening. 

1 See The Doom of Devorgoil : A Melo-Dra- Waverley Novels in 48 vols., wliieh began to be 

ma. Auchendrane : or the Ayrshire Tragedy. issued in June, 1829. The great cost of the 
Published by Cadell in 8vo, 1830. publication naturally caused the Trustees much 

2 Referring to the uniform edition of the anxiety at this period. 



Jwm 9. — I laboured till about one, and was then obliged to go to 
attend a meeting of the Oil Gas Company, — as I devoutly hope for 
tbe last time. 

After that I was obliged- to go to sit to Colvin Smith, which is an 
atrocious bore, but cannot be helped.' 

Cadell rendered me report of accounts paid for me with vouchers, 
which very nearly puts me out of all shop debts. God grant me grace 
to keep so ! 

June 10-14. — During these five days almost nothing occurred to 
diversify the ordinary task of the day, which, I must own, was dull 
enough. I rose to my task by seven, and, less or more, wrought it 
out in the course of the day, far exceeding the ordinary average of 
three leaves per day. I have attended the Parliament House with 
the most strict regularity, and returned to dine alone with Anne. 
Also, I gave three sittings to Mr. Colvin Smith, who I think has im- 
proved since I saw him. 

Of important intelligence nothing occurs save the termination of 
all suspense on the subject of poor James Macdonald Buchanan. He 
died at Malta. The celebrated Dugald Stewart is also dead, famous 
for his intimate acquaintance with the history and philosophy of the 
human mind. There is much of water-painting in all metaphysics, 
which consist rather of words than ideas. But Stewart was most im- 
pressive and eloquent. In former days I was frequently with him, 
but not for many years. Latterly, I am told, he had lost not the 
power of thinking, but the power of expressing his thoughts by 
speech. This is like the Metamorphosis of Ovid, the bark binding 
in and hardening the living flesh. 

June 15. — W. Clerk, Francis Scott, and Charles Sharpe dined with 
me, but my task had been concluded before dinner. 

June 16. — Dined at Dalmahoy, with the young Earl and Countess 
of Morton. I like these young noble folks particularly well. Their 
manners and style of living are easy and unaffected, and I should like 
to see them often. Came home at night. The task finished to-day. 
I should mention that the plan about the new edition of the novels 
was considered at a meeting of trustees, and finally approved of. I 
trust it will answer ; yet, who can warrant the continuance of popu- 
larity ? Old Corri,^ who entered into many projects, and could 
never set the sails of a wind-mill so as to catch the aura jpopularis^ 
used to say that he believed that were he to turn baker, it would 
put bread out of fashion. I have had the better luck to dress my 
Sails to every wind; and so blow on, good wind, and spin round, 
whirligig. 

June 17. — Yiolent rheumatic headache all day. Wrought, how- 
ever. But what difference this troublesome addition may make on 

o February 2d. tried to set up an Italian opera. In conjune- 

born in Italy, but settled in tion witb a brother lio published several inu- 
Edinburgh, where, among other schemes, he sical works. He died at Trieste in 1823, 
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the quality of the stuff produced, truly I do not know. I finished 
five leaves. 

June 18. — Some Italian gentlemen landed here, under the convey- 
ance of the Misses Haig of Bemerside. They were gentlemanlike 
men ; hut as I did not dare to speak bad French, I had not much to 
say to foreigners. Gave them and their pretty guides a good break- 
fast, however. The scene seemed to me to resemble Sheridan’s scene 
in the Critic^ There are a number of very civil gentlemen trying to 
make themselves understood, and I do not know which is the inter- 
preter. After all, it is not my fault. They who wish to see me 
should be able to speak my language. I called on Mrs. Stewart 
Mackenzie. She received me with all the kindness of former days, 
and I was delighted to see her. I sat about an hour with her. My 
head aches, for all that, and I have heavy fits of drowsiness. Well, I 
have finished my task, and have a right to sleep if I have a mind. I 
dine to day with Lord Mackenzie, where I hope to meet Mrs. Stewart 
Mackenzie again, for I love her warm heart and lively fancy. Ac- 
cordingly I enjoyed this pleasure." 

June 19. — Scribbled away lustily. Went to the P. H. Wrote 
when I came home, both before and after dinner — that’s all, I think. 
I am become a sort of writing automaton, and truly the joints of my 
knees, especially the left, are so stiff and painful in rising and sitting 
down, that I can hardly help screaming — I that was so robust and ac- 
tive ; I get into a carriage with great difficulty. My head, too, is 
bothered with rheumatic headaches. Why not ? I got headaches by 
my folly when I was young, and now I am old they come uncalled. 
Infirmity gives what indiscretion bought. 

June 20. — My course is still the same. But I have a painful let- 
ter from Lockhart, which takes away the last hope of poor Johnnie’s 
recovery. It is no surprise to me. The poor child, so amiable in its 
disposition, and so promising from its talents, was not formed to be 
long with us, and I have long expected that it must needs come to 
this. I hope I shall not outlive my children in other cases, and I 
think there is little chance of it. My father did not long survive the 
threescore and ten ; it will be wonderful if I reach that goal of ordi- 
nary moHality. God send it may find me prepared ; and, whatever I 
may have been formerly, high spirits are not now like to carry me away. 

June 21. — At Court, and called on Ballantyne on my return. I 

1 See Act ii. Sc. 2. The Italian, family’s morning calL 

^ “ And thou, gentle Dame, who must bear to thy grief 
For thy clan and thy country the cares of a Chief, 

Whom brief rolling moons, in six changes have left 
Of thy husband, and father, and brethren, bereft ; 

To thine ear of affection how sad is the hail 
That salutes thee, the heir of the line of Kintail.” 

Foetieal Workt^ voL viil. p. 394. 

Mary, daughter of Francis, Lord Seaforth, was .T. A. Stewart, who assumed the name of Mac- 
born in Ross-shire in 1784, married, at Barba- kenzie. Mrs. Stewart Mackenzie died at Bra- 
does in 1804, Sir Samuel Hood, and left a wid- han Castle in 1862; her funeral was one of the 
ow in 1814. She married again, in 1817, Mr. largest ever witnessed in the North. 



was oWiged to go to tlie Register Office at one, where I waited near- 
ly an hour without meeting my brethren. But I wrote a letter to 
Lockhart in the meantime. My niece Ann arrived, to my great satis- 
faction. I am glad that Anne, my daughter, has such a sensible and 
clever companion. Dined at Baron Hume’s. 

June 22, — Wrought. Had a note from Ballantyne complaining 
of my manuscript, and requesting me to read it over. I would give 
£1000 if I could ; but it would take me longer to read than to write. 

I cannot trace my pieds de mouche but with great labour and trouble ; 
so e’en take your own share of the burden, my old friend ; and, since 
I cannot read, be thankful I can write. I will look at his proof, how- 
ever, and then be quiet and idle for the rest of the evening. I am 
come to Charles the First’s trial, and though I have it by heart, I 
must refresh myself with a reading of Clarendon. Charles Sharpe 
and Francis Scott came in the evening. 

June 23. — This morning the two Annes and I went to Sir Robert 
Liston at Milburn Tower — a beautiful retreat. The travels of the 
venerable diplomatist are indicated by the various articles of curios- 
ity which he has picked up in different corners of the world, and 
put together with much taste. The conservatory and gardens are 
very fine, and contain, I suppose, very curious plants ; — I am sure, 
hard names enough. But then the little Gothic tower, embowered 
amid trees and bushes, surrounded by these pleasant gardens, offer- 
ing many a sunny walk for winter, many a shade for summer, are in- 
expressibly pleasing. The good old knight and his lady are worthy 
of it, for they enjoy it. The artificial piece of water is a failure, like 
most things of the kind. The offices, without being on an extrava- 
gant scale, are most substantial ; the piggery, in particular, is quite a 
palace, and the animals clean and comfortable. I think I have caught 
from them a fit of piggish obstinacy. I came at one, and cannot pre- 
vail upon myself to go to work. I answer the calls of duty as Cali- 
ban does those of Prospero, “ There’s wood enough within.” To be 
sure, I have not got the Clarendon. 

June 24. — It was my father’s own son, as John Hielandman said, 
who did little both yesterday and to-day — I mean little in the way 
of literary work, for, as to positive work, I have been writing letters 
about Chancery business till I am sick of it. There was a long hear- 
ing, and while Jeffrey exerted his eloquence in the Inner House, I 
plied my eloquence de billet in the Library. So, on the whole, I am 
no bad boy. Besides, the day is not yet over. 

June 25. — I was surprised to hear that our Academy Rector, Will- 
iams, has renounced the chair of Roman learning in the new London 
University. His alarm was excited by the interest taken by the pre- 
lates in opposing a High Church institution to that desired by Mr. 
Brougham. Both the feshops and Williams have been unwise. The 
former have manoeuvred ill. They should, in the outset, have taken 
the establishment out of the hands of the Whigs, without suffering 
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tliem to reinforce themselves by support from [others]. And Will- 
iams was equally precipitate in joining an institution which a small 
degree of foresight might have assured him would be opposed by his 
spiritual superiors. However, there he stands, deprived of his profes- 
sorship by his resignation, and of his rectorship by our having en- 
gaged with a successor. I think it very doubtful whether the Bish- 
ops will now [admit] him into their alliance. He has in that case 
offended both parties. But if they are wise, they will be glad to 
pick up the best schoolmaster in Europe, though he comes for the 
present Gram ex urhe. I accomplished more than my task to-day. 

June 26. — Wrote a long letter to Lockhart about Williams’ situa- 
tion, saying how, by sitting betwixt two stools, he 

“ Had fallen with heavy thump 

Upon his reverential rump,” 

and how the Bishops should pick him up if they wanted their estab- 
lishment to succeed. It is an awkward position in which Williams 
has placed himself. He loses the Whig chair, and has perhaps no 
chance of favour from the High Church for having been willing to 
accept it. Even if they now give him promotion, there will be a 
great outcry on his having left one institution to join another. He 
would be thick-skinned if he stands the clamour. Yet he has to all 
appearance rather sacrificed than advanced his interest. However, I 
say again, the Bishops ought not to omit securing him. 

Mr. Macintosh Mackay breakfasted with me, modest, intelligent, 
and gentle. I did my duty and more in the course of the day. 

I am vexed about Mackay missing the church of Cupar in Angus. 
It is in the Crown’s gift, and Peel, finding that two parties in the 
town recommended two opposite candidates, very wisely chose to dis- 
appoint them both, and was desirous of bestowing the presentation 
on public grounds. I heard of this, and applied to Mr. Peel for Mac- 
intosh Mackay, whose quiet patience and learning are accompanied by 
a most excellent character as a preacher and a clergyman, but unhap- 
pily Mr. Peel had previously put himself into the hands of Sir George 
Murray, who applied to Sir Peter his brother, who naturally applied to 
certain leaders of the Church at Edinburgh, and these reverend gen- 
tlemen have recommended that the church which the minister de- 
sired to fill up on public grounds should be bestowed on a boy,^ the 
nephew of one of their number, of wdiom the best that can be said is 
that nothing is known, since he has only been a few months in orders. 
This comes of kith, kin, and ally, but Peel shall know of it, and may 
perhaps judge for himself another time. 

June 27. — I came out after Court to Blair Adam, with our excel- 
lent friend the Rev. John Thomson of Duddingston, so modest and 
so accomplished ; — delightful drive and passage at the ferry. We 

1 Patrick James Stevenson was licensed in 1825, and ordained in 1828.— Scott’s Fasti, vol. vi. 
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found at Blair Adam the C. C. and family, Admiral Adam and lady, 
James Thomson of Charlton, and Miss T.,Will Clerk, and last, not least. 
Lord Chief -Baron Shepherd — all in high spirits for our excursions. 

Thomson described to me a fine dungeon in the old tower at Cas- 
sillis in Ayrshire. There is an outer and inner vaulted [chamber], 
each secured with iron doors. At the upper end of the innermost 
are two great stones or blocks to which the staples and chains used 
in securing the prisoners are still attached. Between these stone 
seats is an opening like the mouth of a still deeper dungeon. Tlie 
entrance descends like the mouth of a draw-well or shaft of a mine, 
and deep below is heard the sullen roar of the river Doon, one branch 
of which, passing through the bottom of the shaft, has probably 
swept away the body of many a captive, whose body after death may 
have been thus summarily disposed of. I may find use for such a 
place — Story of \Kittleclarlcie'^^ 

June 28. — Oif we go to Castle Campbell after breakfast, i.e. Will 
Clerk, Admiral Adam, J. Thomson, and myself. Tremendous hot is 
the day, and the steep ascent of the Castle, which rises for two miles 
up a rugged and broken path, was fatiguing enough, yet not so much 
so as the streets in London. Castle Campbell is unaltered ; the win- 
dow, of which the disjointed stone projects at an angle from the wall, 
and seems at the point of falling, has still found power to resist the 
laws of gravitation. Whoever built that tottering piece of masonry 
has been long in a forgotten grave, and yet what he has made seems 
to survive in spite of nature itself. The curious cleft called Kemp’s 
Score, which gave the garrison access to the water in case of siege, 
is obviously natural, but had been improved by steps, now choked 
np. A girl who came with us recollected she had shown me the way 
down to the bottom of this terrible gulf seven years ago. I am not 
able for it now. 

“Wont to do ’s awa frae me, 

Frae silly auld John Ochiltree.” ^ 

June 29. — Being Sunday we kept about the doors, and after two 
took the drosky and drove over the hill and round by the Kiery 
Craigs. I should have said Williams came out in the morning to ask 
my advice about staying another year in Edinburgh. I advised him 
if possible to gain a few days’ time till I should hear from Lockhart. 
He has made a pretty mess for himself, but if the Bishops are wise, 
they may profit by it. The sound, practical advice of Williams at 
the first concoction would be of the last consequence. I suspect 
their systems of eating-houses are the most objectionable part of the 
college discipline. When their attentions are to be given to the de- 
partments of the cook and the butler, all zeal in the nobler paths of 
education is apt to decay. 


Ramsay’s Tea-tdbk Miscellany {11%)^ vol.i. p. 125. 
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Well, to return to the woods. I think, notwithstanding Lord 
Chief “Commissioner’s assiduity, they are in some places too thick. I 
saw a fine larch, felled seventy-two years old, value about live pounds. 

Hereditary descent in the Highlands. A clergyman showed J. T. 
the island of Inch Mahome in the Port of Monteith, and pointed out 
the boatman as a remarkable person, the representative of the hered- 
itary gardeners of the Earls of Monteith, while these Earls existed. 
His son, a priggish boy, follows up the theme — “ Feyther, when Don- 
ald MacCorkindale dees will not the family be extinct ?” Father — 
No ; I believe there is a man in Balquhidder who takes up the S'UC' 
cession.’’^ 

June 30. — We made our pleasant excursion to-day I’ound the hill 
of Bennarty ;par terre^ and returned pai' met. Our route by land led 
us past Lochore, where we made a pause for a few moments. Then 
proceeded to Ballingray or Bingray, and so by Kirkness, where late 
ravages are supplied by the force of vegetation down to the "shores 
of Lochleven. We embarked and went upon Saint Serf’s Island, siij)- 
posed to have been anciently a cell of the Ouldees. An old pinfold, 
or rather a modern pinfold, constructed out of the ancient chapel, is 
all that attests its former sanctity. We landed on Queen Mary’s Isl- 
and, a miserable scene, considering the purpose for whicli the Castle 
was appointed. And yet the captivity and surrender of the I’ercy 
was even a worse tale, since it was an eternal blight on the name of 
Douglas. Well, we got to Blair Adam in due time, and our fine com- 
pany began to separate, Lord Chief-Baron going off after dinner. 
We had wine and wassail, and John Thomson’s delightful flute to 
help us through the evening. 

Thus end the delectations of the Blair Adam Club for this year. 
Mrs. Thomson of Charlton talks of Beaton’s House, and other Fifi^ 
wonders for the next year, but who knows what one year may bring 
forth? Our Club has been hitherto fortunate. It has subsisted 
twelve years. 



JULY 


“Up in the morning ’s no for me.” ^ 

Yet here I am up at five — no horses come from the North Ferry yet. 

“ 0 Mr. Mitchell, Mr. Mitchell, 

Your promises and time keep stitch ill.” 

July 1, \Edmhnrg'K \ — Got home, however, by nine, and went to 
the Parliament House, where we were detained till four o’clock. 

Miss dined with us, a professed lion-huntress, who travels the 

country to rouse the peaceful beasts out of their lair, and insists on 
being hand and glove with all the leonine race. She is very plain, 
besides frightfully red-haired, and out-Lydia-ing even my poor friend 
Lydia White. An awful visitation ! I think I see her with javelin 
raised and buskined foot, a second Diana, roaming the hills of West- 
moreland in quest of the lakers. Would to God she were there or 
anywhere but here ! Afiectation is a painful thing to witness, and 
this poor woman has the bad taste to think direct flattery is the way 
to make her advances to friendship and intimacy. 

July 2. — I believe I was cross yesterday. I am at any rate very 
ill to-day with a rheumatic headache, and a still more vile hypochon- 
driacal affection, which fills my head with pain, iny heart with sad- 
ness, and my eyes with tears. I do not wonder at the awful feelings 
which visited men less educated and less firm than I may call my- 
self. It is a most hang-dog cast of feeling, but it may be chased 
away by study or by exercise. The last I have always found most 
successful, but the first is most convenient. I wrought therefore, and 
endured all this forenoon, being a Teind Wednesday. I am now in 
such a state that I would hardly be surprised at the worst news which 
could be brought to me. And all this without any rational cause 
why to-day should be sadder than yesterday. 

Two things to lighten my spirits — First, Cadell comes to assure 
me that the stock of 12mo novels is diminished from 3800, which was 
the quantity in the publishers’ hands in March 1827, to 600 or 700. 
This argues gallant room for the publication of the New Series. 
Second, said Cadell is setting off straight for London to set affairs 
a-going. If I have success in this, it will greatly assist in extricating 
my affairs. 


Burns’s Song. 
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My aches of the heart terminated in a cruel aching of the head — 
rheumatic, I suppose. But Sir Adam and Clerk came to dinner, and 
laughed and talked the sense of pain and oppression away. We can- 
not at times work ourselves into a gay humour, any more than we can 
tickle ourselves into a fit of laughter ; foreign agency is necessary. 
My huntress of lions again dined with us. I have subscribed to her 
Album, and done what was civil. 

July 3. — Corrected proofs in the morning, and wrote a little. I 
was forced to crop vol. i. as thirty pages too long; there is the less 
to write behind. We were kept late at the Court, and when I came 
out I bethought me, like Christian in the Castle of Giant Despair, 
Wherefore should I walk along the broiling and stifling streets 
when I have a little key in my bosom which can open any lock in 
Princes Street Walks, and be thus on the Castle banks, rocks, and 
trees in a few minutes I made use of my key accordingly, and 
walked from the Castle Hill down to Wallace’s Tower,’ and thence to 
the west end of Princes Street, through a scene of grandeur and 
beauty perhaps unequalled, whether the foreground or distant view is 
considered — all down hill, too. Foolish never to think of this be- 
fore. I chatted with the girls a good while after dinner, but wrote a 
trifle when we bad tea. 

July 4. — The two Annes set off to Abbotsford, though the 
weather was somewhat lowering for an open carriage, but the day 
cleared up finely. Hamilton is unwell, so we had a long hearing of 
his on our hands. It was four ere I got home, but I had taken my 
newly discovered path by rock, bush, and ruin. I question if Europe 
has such another path.^ We owe this to the taste of James Skene. 
But I must dress to go to Dr. Hope’s, who makes chere exquise, and 
does not understand b^eing kept late. 

July 5. — Saturday, corrected proofs and wrought hard. Went 
out to dinner at Oxenfoord Castle, and returned in the company of 
Lord Alloway, Chief Baron, Clerk, etc., and Mr. Bouverie, the English 
Commissioner. 

July 6. — A day of hard work. The second volume is now well 
advanced — wellnigh one half. Dined alone, and pursued my course 
after dinner. Seven pages were finished. Solitude ’s a fine thing 
for work, but then you must lie by like a spider, till you collect 
materials to continue your web. Began Simond’s Switzerland — 
clever and intelligent, but rather conceited, as the manner of an 
American Frenchman. I hope to knock something out of him 
though. 

July 7. — Williams seems in uncertainty again, and I can’t guess 
what he will be at. Surely it is a misery to be so indecisive ; he 
will certainly gain the ill word of both parties and might have had 
the good word of all ; and, indeed, deserves it. We received his res- 


1 Now called Wellhouse Tower. 



JO URxXxVL 


414 


[July, 182 


ignation to-day, but if the King’s College are disposed to thrive, th( 
will keep eyes on this very able man. 

July 8. — Hard work in the Court, the sedcrunts turn long ar 
burthensome. I fear they will require some abridgment of vacatio 


[FrojYb July 8, 1828, to January 10, 1829, there are no entries 
the Journal,^ 


1829.— JANUARY 


Having omitted to carry on my Diary for two or three days, I 
lost heart to make it up, and left it unfilled for many a month and 
day. During this period nothing has happened worth particular no- 
tice. The same occupations, the same amusements, the same occa- 
sional alternations of spirits, gay or depressed, the same absence of all 
sensible or rational cause for the one or the other. I half grieve to 
take up my pen, and doubt if it is worth while to record such an in- 
finite quantity of nothing, but hang it ! I hate to be beat, so here goes 
for better behaviour. 

January 10. — I resume my task at Abbotsford. We are here 
alone, except Lockhart, on a flying visit. Morritt, his niece, Sir James 
Stuart, Skene, and an occasional friend or two, have been my guests 
since 31st December. I cannot say I have been happy, for the feel- 
ing of increasing weakness in my lame leg is a great affliction. I 
walk now with pain and difficulty at all times, and it sinks mj soul to 
think how soon I may be altogether a disabled cripple. . I am tedious 
to my friends, and I doubt the sense of it makes me fretful. 

Everything else goes ofE well enough. My cash affairs are clear- 
ing, and though last year was an expensive oiie, I have been paying 
debt. Yet I have a dull contest before me which will probably out- 
last my life. If well maintained, however, it will be an honourable 
one, and if the Magnum Opus succeed, it will afford me some re- 
pose. 

January W . — I did not write above a page yesterday ; most weary, 
stale, and unprofitable have been my labours. Received a letter I 

suppose from Mad. T. , proposing a string of historical subjects 

not proper for my purpose. People will not consider that a thing 
may already be so well told in history, that romance ought not in 
prudence to meddle with it. 

The ground covered with snow, which, by slipperiness and the 
pain occasioned by my lameness, renders walking unpleasant. 

January 12. — This is the third day I have not walked out, pain 
and lameness being the cause. This bodes very ill for my future life. 
I made a search yesterday and to-day for letters of Lord Byron to 
send to Tom Moore, but I could only find two. I had several others, 
and am shocked at missing them. The one which he sent me with a 
silver cup I regret particularly. It was stolen out of the cup itself 
by some vile inhospitable scoundrel, for a servant would not have 
thought such a theft worth while. 
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My spirits are low, yet I wot not w^liy. I have been writing to 
my sons. Walter’s majority was like to be reduced, but is spared for 
the present. Charles is going on well I trust at the Boreign Office, 
so I hope all is well. 

Loitered out a useless day, half arranging half disarranging 
books and papers, and packing the things I shall want. Der Abschiet 
stag ist da, 

Jamcarg 13. — The day of return to Kdinburgh is come. I don’t 
know why, but I am more happy at the change than usual. I am not 
working hard, and it is what I ought to do, and must do. Every hour 
of laziness cries fie upon me. But there is a perplexing sinking of 
the heart which one cannot always overcome. At such times I have 
wished myself a clerk, quill-driving for twopence per page. You 
have at least application, and that is all that is necessary, whereas un- 
less your lively faculties are awake and propitious, your application 
will do you as little good as if you strained your sinews to lift Ar- 
thur’s Seat. 

January 14, \Edinhurgli \ — Got home last night after a freezing 
journey. This morning I got back some of the last copy, and tugged 
as hard as ever did soutar to make ends meet. Then 1 will be recon- 
ciled to my task, which at present disgusts me. Visited Lady Jane, 
then called on Mr. Robison and instructed him to call a meeting of 
the Council of the Royal Society, as Mr. Knox proposes to read an 
essay on some dissections. A bold proposal truly from one who has 
had so lately the boldness of trading so deep in liuman flesh ! I will 
oppose his reading in the present circumstances if T should stand 
alone, but I hope he will be wrought upon to withdraw his essay or 
postpone it at least. It is very bad taste to push himself forward 
just now. Lockhart dined with us, which made the evening a pleas- 
ant but an idle one. Well ! I must rouse myself. 

“Awake! Arise, or be for ever fallen.”^ 


January 15. — Day began with beggars as usual, and John Nicol- 
son has not sense to keep them out. 1 never yield, however, to this 
importunity, thinking it wrong that wliat I (^an spare to meritorious 
poverty, of which I hear and sec too much, should be diverted by im- 
pudent importunity. I was detained at the l/arliament House till 
nearly three by the great case concerning prescription, Maulc v. Maulc.“ 
This was made up to mo by hearing an excellent opinion from Lord 
Corehouse, with a curious discussion in apic lines juris, I disappoint- 
ed Graham* of a sitting for my picture. I went to the Council of the 


1 Milton’s Paradise Lost, Bk. i. 

^ See Cases in Court of Session, vol. vii. S. 
p. 527. 

3 John Graham, who afterwards assumed the 
name of Gilbert; born 1794:, died 1866, 

He was at this time painting Sir Walter for 


the Royal Society of Kdinburgh. When the 
portrait was (Inisho.d it was placed in the rooms 
of the Society, where it still bangs. Tlio artist 
retained in his own collection a duplicate, with 
some slight variations, which his widow pre- 
sented to the National I’ortrait Gallery, Lon- 
don, in 18G7. 
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Royal Society, which was convened at my request, to consider whether 
we ought to hear a paper on anatomical subjects read by Mr. Knox, 
whose name has of late been deeply implicated in a criminal prosecu- 
tion against certain wretches, who had murdered many persons and 
sold their bodies to professors of the anatomical science. Some 
thought that our declining to receive the paper would be a declaration 
unfavourable to Dr. Knox. I think hearing it before Mr. Knox has 
made any defence (as he is stated to have in view) would be an inti- 
mation of our preference of the cause of science to those of morality 
and common humanity. Mr. Knox’s friends undertook to deal with 
him about suffering the paper to be omitted for the present, while 
adhuc comm judice Us est^ 

January 16 . — Nothing on the roll to-day, so I did not go to the 
Parliament House, but fagged at my desk till two. Dr. Ross called 
to relieve me of a corn, which, though my lameness needs no addi- 
tion, had tormented me vilely. I again met the Royal Society Coun- 
cil. Dr. Knox consents to withdraw his paper, or rather suffers the 
reading to be postponed. There is some great error in the law on 
the subject. If it was left to itself many bodies would be imported 
from France and Ireland, and doubtless many would be found in our 
hospitals for the service of the anatomical science. But the total and 
severe exclusion of foreign supplies of this kind raises the price of 
the “ subjects,” as they are called technically, to such a height, that 
wretches are found willing to break into ^Hhe bloody house of life,”^ 
merely to supply the anatomists’ table. The law which, as a deeper 
sentence on the guilt of murder, declares that the body of the con- 
victed criminal should be given up to anatomy, is certainly not wuth- 
out effect, for criminals have been known to shrink from that part of 
the sentence which seems to affect them more than the doom of death 
itself, with all its terrors here and hereafter. On the other hand, 
while this idea of the infamy attending the exposition of the person 
is thus recognised by the law, it is impossible to adopt regulations 
which would effectually prevent such horrid crimes as the murder of 


1 Sir Walter, in common with the majority 
of his contemporaries, evidently believed that 
Dr. Robert Knox was partly responsible for the 
West Port atrocities, but it is only just to the 
memory of the talented anatomist to say that 
an independent and influential committee, after 
a careful examination, reported on March 13th, 
1829, that there was no evidence showing that 
he or his assistants knew that murder bad been 
committed, but the committee thought that 
more care should have been exercised in the 
reception of the bodies at the Anatomical Class- 
room. 

Lord Cockburn, who was one of the counsel 
at the trial of Burke, in writing of these events, 
remarks: “All our anatomists incurred a most 
unjust and very alarming, though not an un- 
nalural, odium; Dr. Knox in particular, against 
whom not only the anger of the populace, but 
the condoinnatioa of more intelligent persons, 


was specially directed. But, tried in reference 
to the invariable and the necessary practice of 
the profession, our anatomists were spotlessly 
correct, and Knox the most correct of them 
all.” 

At this date Dr. Knox was the most popular 
teacher in the Medical School at Edinburgh, 
and as his class-room could not contain more 
than a third of his students, ho had to deliver 
his lectures twice or thrice daily. The odium 
attached to his name might have been removed 
in time had hi.s personal character stood as 
high as his professional ability, but though he 
remained in Edinburgh until 1841 he never 
recovered his position there, and for the last 
twenty j’-ears of his life this once brilliant 
teacher subsisted as best be could in London 
by his pen, and as an itinerant lecturer. He 
died in 1832. 

* King JoJin, Act iv. Sc. 2. 
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vaorant wretches who can be snatched from society without their be- 
ing missed, as in the ease of the late conspiracy. For instance, if it 
was now to be enacted, as seems reasonable, that persons dying in 
hospitals and almshouses, who die without their friends claiming their 
remains, should be given up to the men of science, this would be sub- 
jecting poverty to the penalty of these atrocious criminals whom law 
distinguishes by the heaviest posthumous disgrace which it can in- 
flict. Even cultivated minds revolt from the exposure on an anatom- 
ical table, when the case is supposed to be that of one who is dear to 
them. I should, I am conscious, be willing that I myself should he 
dissected in public, if doing so could produce any advantage to soci- 
ety, but when I think on relations and friends being rent from the 
grave the case is very different, and I would fight knee-deep to pre- 
vent or punish such an exposure. So inconsistent we are all upon 
matters of this nature. 

I dined quietly at home with the girls, and wrote after dinner. 

January F7. — Nothing in the roil ; corrected proofs, and went off 
at 12 o’clock in the Hamilton stage to William Lockhart’s at Auch- 
inrath. My companions, Mr. Livingstone, the clergyman of Cam- 
nethan, a Bailie Hamilton, the king of trumps, I am told, m the 
Burgh of Hamilton, and a Mr. Davie Martin qui gaudet equis et cani- 
bus. Got to Auchinrath by six, and met Lord Douglas,' his brother, 
Captain Douglas, R.N., John G. Lockhart also, who had a large com- 
munication from Duke of W. upon the subject of the bullion. The 
Duke scouts the economist’s ideas about paper credit, after the prop- 
osition that all men shall be entitled to require gold. 

January 18. — We went, the two Lockharts and I, to William’s 
new purchase of Milton. We found on his ground a cottage, where 
a man called Greenshields,^ a sensible, powerful-minded person, had 
at twenty-eight (rather too late a week) '** taken up the art of sculpt- 
ure. He had disposed of the person of the King most admirably, 
according to my poor thoughts, and had attained a wonderful expres- 
sion of ease and majesty at the same time. He was desirous of en- 
gaging on Burns’ Jolly Beggars, which I dissuaded. Caricature is 
not the object of sculpture. 

We went to Milton on as fine a day as could consist with snow on 
the ground. The situation is eminently beautiful ; a fine promon- 
tory round which the Clyde makes a magnificent bend. We fixed on 
a situation where the sitting-room should command the upper view, 
and, with an ornamental garden, I think it may be made the prettiest 
place in Scotland. 

January 19. — Posted to Edinburgh with John Lockhart. We 
stopped at Allanton to see a tree transplanted, which was performed 
with great ease. Sir Henry is a sad coxcomb, and lifted beyond the 

1 Archibald, second Lord Douglas, who died Soo Life, vol. ix. p. 281-288. Ho died at the 

in 184:4. age of forty in 1835. 

2 John Greenshiclds, self- taught sculptor 3 As You Like It, 4ct n. Sc. 3. 
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solid earth by the effect of his book’s success. But the book well 
deserves it.^ He is in practice particularly anxious to keep the roots 
of the tree near the surface, and only covers them with about a foot 
of earth. 

Mote , — Lime rubbish dug in among the roots of ivy encourages it 
much. 

The operation delayed us three hours, so it was seven o’clock be- 
fore we reached our dinner and a good fire in Shandwick Place, and 
we were wellnigh frozen to death. • During this excursion I walked 
very ill — with more pain, in fact, than I ever remember to have felt — 
and, even leaning on John Lockhart, could hardly get on. Baad thaty 
vara haad — it might be the severe weather though, and the numbing 
effect of the sitting in the carriage. Be it what it will, I can’t help 
myself. 

January 20. — I had little to do at the Court, and returned home 
soon. Honest old Mr. Perrier is dead, at extreme old age. I confess 
I should not wish to live so long. He was a man with strong pas- 
sions and strong prejudices, but with generous and manly sentiments 
at the same time. We used to call him Uncle Adam, after that char- 
acter in his gifted daughter’s novel of the Heiress [Inheritance]. I 
wrote a long letter after I came home to my Lord Elgin about Green- 
shields, the sculptor.’ I am afraid he is going into the burlesque line, 
to which sculpture is peculiarly ill adapted. So I have expressed my 
veto to his patron, valeat quantum. Also a letter to Mrs. Professor 
Sandford at Glasgow about reprinting Macaulay’s History of St. Kil~ 
day advising them to insert the history of Lady Grange who was kid- 
napped and banished thither. 

I corrected my proofs, moreover, and prepared to dine. After 
dinner we go to Euphemia Erskine’s marriage. Mr. Dallas came in 
and presented me with an old pedigree of the MTntoshes. The wed- 
ding took place with the usual April weather of smiles and tears. 
The bridegroom’s name is Dawson. As he, as well as the bride, is 
very tall, they have every chance of bringing up a family of giants. 
The bridegroom has an excellent character. He is only a captain, 
but economy does wonders in the army, where there are many facili- 
ties for practising it. I sincerely wish them happiness. 

January 21. — Went out to Dalkeith House to dine and stay all 
night. Found Marquis of Lothian and a family party. I liked the 
sense and spirit displayed by this young nobleman, who reminds me 
strongly of his parents, whom I valued so highly. 

January 22. — Left Dalkeith after breakfast, and gained the Par- 
liament House, where there was almost nothing to do, at eleven 
o’clock. Afterwards sat to Graham, who is making a good thing of 


I Sir Henry Seton Steuart’s work on Plant- * See letter in Life, vol. ix. pp. 281-287. 

ing was reviewed by Scott in the Quarterly.— ^ Originall}" published in I^ondon in 8vo, 

See Misc. Prose Work.<t. vol. xxi. Sir H. Stcu- 1764. This contemplated edition does not ap- 
art died in March, 183(5. pear to have been printed. 
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it. Mr. Colvin Smith has made a better in one sense, having sold ten 
or twelve copies of the portrait to different friends.' The Solicitor 
came to dine with me — we drank a bottle of champagne, and two 
bottles of claret, which, in former days, I should have thought a very 
sober allowance, since, Lockhart included, there were three persons to 
drink it. But I felt I had drunk too much, and was uncomfortable. 
The young men stood it like young men. Skene and his wife and 
daughter looked in in the evening. I suppose I am turning to my 
second childhood, for not only am I filled drunk, or made stupid at 
least, with one bottle of wine, but I am disabled from writing by chil- 
blains on my fingers — a most babyish complaint. They say that the 
character is indicated by the handwriting ; if so, mine is crabbed 
enough. 

January 23. — Still severe frost, annoying to sore fingers. Noth- 
ing on the roll. I sat at home and wrote letters to Wilkie, Landseer, 
Mrs. Hughes, Charles, etc. Went out to old Mr. Ferrier’s funeral, and 
saw the last duty rendered to my old friend, whose age was 

“ Like a lusty winter, 

Frosty, but kindly,” ^ 

I mean in a moral as well as a physical sense. I then went to Cadell’s 
for some few minutes. 

I carried out Lockhart to Dalkeith, where we dined, supped, and 
returned through a clinking frost, with snow on the ground. Lord 
Eamsay and the Miss Kerrs were at Dalkeith. The Duke shows, for 
so young a man, a great deal of character, and seems to have a proper 
feeling of the part he has to play. The evening was pleasant, but the 
thought that I was now the visitor and friend of the family in the 
third generation lay somewhat heavy on me. Everything around me 
seemed to say that beauty, power, wealth, honour were but things of 
a day. 

January 24. — Heavy fall of snow. Lockhart is off in the mail. 
I hope he will not be blockaded. The day bitter cold. I went to 
the Court, and with great difficulty returned along the sli])pcry street. 
I ought to have taken the carriage, but I have a superstitious dread 
of giving up the habit of walking, and would willingly stick to the 
last by my old hardy customs. 

Little but trifles to do at the Court. My hands arc so covered 
with chilblains that I can hardly use a pen — my feet ditto. 

We bowled away at six o’clock to Mr.Wardlaw Eamsay’s. Found 
we were a week too early, and went back as if our noses had been 
bleeding. 

January 25. — Worked seriously all morning, expecting the Fer- 
gusons to dinner. Alas ! instead of that, I learn that my poor in- 
nocent friend Mary is no more. She was a person of some odd and 


1 Ante^ p. 351 n. 


2 As You Like It, Act ii. Sc. 3. 
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peculiar habits, wore a singular dress, and affected wild and solitary 
haunts, but she was, at the same time, a woman of talent, and even 
genius. She used often to take long walks with me up through the 
glens ; and I believe her sincere good wishes attended me, as I was 
always glad of an opportunity to show her kindness. I shall long 
think of her when at Abbotsford. This sad event breaks up our 
little party. Will Clerk came, however, and his tete -a- the was, of 
course, interesting and amusing in the highest degree. We drank 
some whisky and water, and smoked a cigar or two, till nine at 
night. 

“ No after friendships ere can raise 
The endearments of our early days.” 

January 26. — I muzzed on — I can call it little better — with Anne 
of Geierstein. The materials are excellent, but the power of using 
them is failing. Yet I wrote out about three pages, sleeping at in- 
tervals. 

January 27. — A great and general thaw, the streets afloat, the 
snow descending on one’s head from the roofs. Went to the Court. 
There was little to do. Left about twelve, and took a sitting with 
Graham, who begs for another. Sir James Stuart stood bottle-holder 
on this occasion. Had rather an unfavourable account of the pictures 
of James Stuart of Dunearn, which are to be sold. I had promised 
to pick up one or two for the Duke of Buccleuch. Came home and 
wrote a leaf or two. I shall be soon done with the second volume of 
Anne of Geierstein. I cannot persuade myself to the obvious risk of 
satisfying the public, although I cannot so well satisfy myself. I am 
like Beaumont and Fletcher’s old Merrythought who could not be per- 
suaded that there was a chance of his wanting meat. I never came 
into my parlour, said he, but I found the cloth laid and dinner ready ; 
surely it will be always thus. Use makes perfectness.^ 

My reflections are of the same kind ; and if they are unlogical 
they are perhaps not the less comfortable. Fretting and struggling 
does no good. Wrote to Miss Margaret Ferguson a letter of condo- 
lence. 

January 28. — Breakfasted, for a wonder, abroad with Hay Drum- 
mond, whose wife appears a pretty and agreeable little woman. We 
worshipped his tutelar deity, the Hercules, and saw a good model of 
the Hercules Bibax, or the drunken Hercules. Graham and Sir James 
Stuart were there. Home-baked bread and soldier’s coffee were the 
treat. I came home ; and Sir Robert Dundas having taken my duty 
at the Court, I wrote for some time, but not much. Burke the mur- 
derer hanged this morning. The mob, which was immense, demanded 
Knox and" Hare, but though greedy for more victims, received with 
shouts the solitary wretch who found his way to the gallows out of 


1 See Beaumont and Fletcher, Knight of the Burning Pestle, Act i. Sc. 3. 
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five or six who seem not less guilty than he. But the story begins 
to he stale, although I believe a doggerel ballad upon it would be 
popular, how brutal soever the wit. This is the progress of human 
passions. We ejaculate, exclaim, hold up to Heaven our hand, like 
the rustic Phidyle^ — next morning the mood changes, and we dance 
a jig to the tune which moved us to tears. Mr. Bell sends me a 
specimen of a historical novel, but he goes not the way to write it ; 
he is too general, and not sufficiently minute. It is not easy to con- 
vey this to an author, with the necessary attention to his feelings ; 
and yet, in good faith and sincerity, it must be done. 

January 29. — I had a vacant day once more by the kindness of 
Sir Robert, unasked, but most kindly afiEorded. I have not employed 
it to much purpose. I wrote six pages to Croker,^ who is busied with 
a new edition of Boswell’s Life of Johnson^ to which most entertain- 
ing book he hopes to make large additions from Mrs. Piozzi, Haw- 
kins and other sources. I am bound by many obligations to do as 
much for him as I can, which can only respect the Scottish Tour. 
I wrote only two or three pages of Anne, I am 

“ as one who in a darksome way 

Doth walk with fear and dread.’* 

But walk I must, and walk forward too, or I shall be benighted with 
a vengeance. After dinner, to compromise matters with my con- 
science, I wrote letters to Mr. Bell, Mrs. Hughes, and so forth ; thus 
I concluded the day with a sort of busy idleness. This will not do. 
By cock and pye it will not. 

January 30. — Mr. Stuart breakfasted with me, a grand-nephew of 
Lady Louisa’s, a very pleasing young gentleman. The coach sur- 
prised me by not calling. Will it be for the Martyrdom ? I trow it 
will, yet, strange to say, I cannot recollect if it is a regular holiday or 
not. 

tJprouse ye then, my merry, merry men, 

And use it as ye may.” 


I wrote in the morning, and went at one o’clock to a meeting of coun- 
try gentlemen, about bringing the direct road from London down by 
Jedburgh, said to be the nearest line by fifty miles. It is proposed 
the pleasant men of Teviotdale should pay, not only their own share, — 
that is, the expense of making the road through our own country, but 
also the expense of making the road under the Ellsdon Trust in 
Northumberland, where the English would positively do nothing. I 
stated this to the meeting as an act of Quixotry. If it be an advan- 
tage, which, unless to individuals, may be doubted, it is equally one 
to Northumberland as to Roxburgh, therefore I am clear that we 
should go ‘‘ acquals.” 


Coelo supinas si tuleris manas 
Nascente luna, rmtica Phidyle, etc. 

Hor. Lib. iii. Od. 23. — j. G. l. 


2 This letter, brimful of anecdote, is printed 
in Croker’s Correspondence^ vol. ii. pp. 28-34. 
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I think I have maybe put a spoke in the wheel. The raising the 
statute labour of Roxburgh to an oppressive extent, to make roads in 
England, is, I think, jimp legal, and will be much complained of by 
the poorer heritors. Henry of Harden dines with me tHe-a-tete^ ex- 
cepting the girls. 

January 31. — I thought I had opened a vein this morning and 
that it came freely, but the demands of art have been more than I 
can bear. I corrected proofs before breakfast, went to Court after 
that meal ; was busy till near one o’clock. Then I went to Cadell’s, 
where they are preparing to circulate the prospectus of the magnum, 
which will have all the effect of surprise on most people. I sat to 
Mr. Graham till I was quite tired, then went to Lady Jane, who is^ 
getting better. Then here at four, but fit for nothing but to bring 
up this silly Diary. 

The corpse of the murderer Burke is now lying in state at the 
College, in the anatomical class, and all the world flock to see him. 
Who is he that says that we are not ill to please in our objects of 
curiosity? The strange means by which the wretch made money 
are scarce more disgusting than the eager curiosity with which the 
public have licked up all the carrion details of this business. 

I trifled with my work. I wonder how Johnson set himself dog- 
gedly to it — to a work of imagination it seems quite impossible, and 
one’s brain is at times fairly addled. And yet I have felt times when 
sudden and strong exertion would throw off all this mistiness of mind, 
as a north wind would disperse it. 

“ Blow, blow, tbou northern wind.” ^ 

Nothing more than about two or three pages. I went to the Parlia- 
ment House to-day, but had little to do. I sat to Mr. Graham the 
last time. Heaven be praised ! If I be not known in another age, it 
will not be for want of pictures. We dined with Mr. Wardlaw Ram- 
say and Lady Anne — a fine family. There was little done in the 
way of work except correcting proofs. The bile affects me, and 
makes me vilely drowsy when I should be most awake. Met at Mr. 
Wardlaw’s several people I did not know. Looked over Cumnor 
Hall by Mr. Usher Tighe of Oxford. I see from the inscription on 
Tony Foster’s tomb that he was a skilful planter, amongst other fash- 
ionable accomplishments. 


1 A& You Like It^ Act ii. Sc. 7, 
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Fehmary 1 . — Bomum mans% lanam fec % — stayed at home mdeli- 
cet, and laboured without interruption except from intolerable drowsi- 
ness ; finished eight leaves, however, the best day’s work I have made 
this long time. No interruption, and I got pleased with my work, 
which ends the second volume of Anne of Geierstein, After dinner 
had a letter from Lockhart, with happy tidings about the probability 
of the commission on the Stewart papers being dissolved. The Duke 
of W. says commissions never either did or will do any good. John 
will in that case be sole editor of these papers with an apartment 
at St. James’s cum plurimis aliis. It will be a grand coup if it takes 
place. 

February 2. — Sent ofi yesterday’s work with proofs. Could I do 
as toughly for a week — and many a day I have done more — I should 
be soon out of the scrape. I wrote letters, and put over the day till 
one, when I went down with Sir James Stuart to see Stuart of Dun- 
earn’s pictures now on sale. I did not see much which my poor taste 
covets ; a Hobbema much admired is, I think, as tame a piece of 
work as I ever saw. I promised to try to get a good picture or two 
for the young Duke. 

Dined with the old Club, instituted forty years ago. There were 
present Lord Justice-Clerk, Lord Advocate, Sir Peter Murray, John 
Irving, William Clerk, and 1. It was a party such as the meeting of 
fellow scholars and fellow students alone could occasion. We told 
old stories ; laughed and quaffed, and resolved, rashly perhaps, that 
we would hold the Club at least once a year, if possible twice. We 
will see how this will fudge. Our mirth was more unexpected as Sir 
Adam, our first fiddle, was wanting, owing to his family loss. 

February 3. — Rose at eight— felt my revel a little in my head. 
The Court business light, returned by Cadell, and made one or two 
calls, at Skene’s especially. Dinner and evening at home ; laboriously 
employed. 

February 4. — To-day I was free from duty, and made good use of 
my leisure at home, finishing the second volume of Anne^ and writing 
several letters, one to recommend Captain Pringle to Lord Beresford, 
which I send to-morrow through Morritt. ‘‘ My mother whips me 
and T whip the top.” The girls went to the play. 

February 5. — Attended the Court as usual, got dismissed about 
one. Finished and sent off volume ii. of Anne. Dined with Robert 
Rutherford, my cousin, and the whole clan of Swinton. 
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February 6. — Corrected proofs in the morning, then to the Court ; 
thence to Cadell’s, where I found some business cut out for me, in 
the way of notes, which delayed me. Walked home, the weary way 
giving my feet the ancient twinges of agony : such a journey is as 
severe a penance as if I had walked the same length with peas in my 
shoes to atone for some horrible crime by beating my toes into a jelly. 
I wrote some and corrected a good deal. We dined alone, and I 
partly wrought partly slept in the evening. It ’s now pretty clear that 
the Duke of W. intends to have a Catholic Bill.^ He probably ex- 
pects to neutralise and divide the Catholic body by bringing a few 
into Parliament, where they will probably be tractable enough, rather 
than a large proportion of them rioting in Ireland, where they will be 
to a certain degree unanimous. 

February 7. — Up and wrought a little. I had at breakfast a son 
of Sir Thomas Dick Lauder, a very quick, smart-looking young fellow, 
who is on his way to the Continent with a tutor. Dined at Mrs. 
G-eorge Swinton’s with the whole clan. 

February 8. — I wrought the whole day and finished about six 
pages of manuscript of vol. iii. \Anne of Oeierstein\ Sat cito si sat 
bene. The Skenes came in to supper like the olden world. 

February 9. — Was up in good time (say half-past seven), and em- 
ployed the morning in correcting proofs. At twelve I went to Stuart 
of Dunearn’s sale of pictures, This poor man fell, like myself, a 


^ Sir Walter bad written to Mr. Lockhart on 
October 26th, 1828, on hearing of an impending 
article in the Quarterly^ the following letter: — 

‘ ‘ I cannot repress the strong desire I have 
to express my regret at some parts of your kind 
letter just received, I shall lament most truly 
2 i purple article at this moment, when a strong, 
plain, moderate statement, not railing at Cath- 
olics and their religion, hut reprobating the 
conduct of the Irish Catholics, and pointing 
out the necessary effects which that conduct 
must have on the Catholic Question, would 
have a powerful effect, and might really serve 
king and country. Nothing the agitators de- 
sire so much as to render the broiLgeneral, as 
a quarrel between Catholic and Protestant; 
nothing so essential to the Protestant cause as 
to confine it to its real causes. Southey, as 
much a fanatic as e’er a Catholic of them all, 
will, I fear, pass this most necessary landmark 
of debate. I like his person, admire his genius, 
and respect his immense erudition, but — non 
omnia. In point of reasoning and political 
judgment he is a perfect Harpado— nothing 
better than a wild bull. The circumstances 
require the interference of vir gravis pietate et 
moribus, and you bring it a Highland piper to 
blow a Highland charge, the more mischievous 
that it possesses much wild power of inflaming 
the passions. 

“Your idea that you must give Southey his 
swing in this matter or he will quit the Re- 
view, —this, is just a pilot saying, If I do not 
give the helm to such a passenger he will quit 
the ship. Let him quit and be d — fi. 

“My own confidence is, you know, entirely 


in the D. As Bruce said to the Lord of the 
Isles at Bannockburn, ‘ My faith is constant in 
thee. ’ Now a hurly-burly charge may derange 
his line of battle, and therein be of the most 
fatal consequence. For God’s sake avail your- 
self of the communication I opened while in 
town, and do not act without it. Send this 
to the D. of W. If you w'ill, he will appre- 
ciate the motives that dictate it. If he ap- 
proves of a calm, moderate, but firm state- 
ment, stating the unreasonable course pursued 
by the Catholics as the great impediment to 
their own w'ishes, write such an article your- 
self ; no one can make a more impressive ap- 
peal to common sense than you can. 

“The circumstances of the times are — must 
be — an apology for disappointing Southey. 
But nothing can be an apology for indulging 
him at the expense of aggravating public dis- 
turbance, which, for one, I see with great ap-. 
prehension. 

“It has not yet come our length; those [to] 
whom you allude ought certainly to be served, 
but the D. is best judge how they may be best 
served. If the D. says nothing on the subject 
you can slip your Derwentwater greyhound if 
you like. I write hastily, but most anxiously. 
... I repeat that I think it possible to put the 
Catholic Question as it now stands in a light 
which the most zealous of their supporters in 
this country cannot but consider as fair, while 
the result would be that the Question should 
not be granted at all under such guarantees; 
but 1 think this is scarce to be done by inflam- 
ing the topic with all mutual virulence of po- 
lemical discussion.” 
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victim to speculation. And though I had no knowledge of him per- 
sonally, and disliked him as the cause of poor Sir Alexander Bos- 
well’s death, yet had he been slaughterman to all ray kin,” ' I could 
but pity the miserable sight of his splendid establishment broken up, 
and his treasures of art exposed to public and unsparing sale. I 
wanted a picture of the Earl of Rothes for the Duke of Buccleuch, a 
fine Sir Joshua, but Balfour of Balbirnie fancied it also, and followed 
it to 160 guineas. Charles Sharpe’s account is, that I may think my- 
self in luck, for the face has been repainted. There is, he says, a 
print taken from the picture at Leslie House which has quite a differ- 
ent countenance from the present. 

This job, however, took me up the whole morning to little pur- 
pose. Captain and Mrs. Hall dined with us, also Sir James Stuart, 
Charles Sharpe, John Scott of G-ala, etc. 

February 10. — I was up at seven this morning, and will continue 
the practice, but the shoal of proofs took up all my leisure. I will 
not, I think, go after these second-rate pictures again to-day. If I 
could get a quiet day or two I would make a deep dint in the third 
volume ; but hashed and smashed as my time is, who can make any- 
thing of it ? I read over Henry’s History of Henry vi. and Ed- 
ward IV, ; he is but a stupid historian after all. This took me up the 
whole day. 

February 11. — Up as usual and wrought at proofs. Mr. Hay 
Drummond and Macintosh Mackay dined. The last brought me his 
history of the Blara Leine or White Battle (battle of the shirts). To 
the Court, and remained there till two, when we had some awkward 
business in the Council of the Royal Society. 

February 12. — W. Lockhart came to breakfast, full of plans for 
his house, which will make a pretty and romantic habitation. After 
breakfast the Court claimed its vassal. 

As I came out Mr. Chambers introduced a pretty little romantic 
girl to me who possessed a laudable zeal to know a live poet. I went 
with my fair admirer as far as the new rooms on the Mound, where I 
looked into the Royal Society’s Rooms, then into the Exhibition, in 
mere unwillingness to work and desire to dawdle away time. Learn- 
ed that Lord Haddington had bought the Sir Joshua. I wrought 
hard to-day and made out five pages. 

February 13. — This morning Col. Hunter Blair breakfasted here 
with his wife, a very pretty woman, with a good deal of pleasant con- 
versation. She had been in India, and had looked about her to pur- 
pose. I wrote for several hours in the forenoon, but was nervous and 
drumlie ; also I bothered myself about geography ; in short, there was 
trouble, as miners say when the vein of metal is interrupted. Went 
out at two, and walked, thank God, better than in the winter, which 
gives me hopes that the failure of the unfortunate limb is only tem- 


1 Hmry F/., Act i. Sc. 4. 
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porary, owing to severe weather. We dined at John Murray’s with 
the Mansfield family. Lady Caroline Murray possesses, I think, the 
most pleasing taste for music, and is the best singer I ever heard. 
No temptation to display a very brilliant voice ever leads her aside 
from truth and simplicity, and besides, she looks beautiful when she 
sings. 

February 14. — Wrote in the morning, which begins to be a regu- 
lar act of duty. It was late ere I got home, and I did not do much. 
The letters I received were numerous and craved answers, yet the 
third volume is getting on hooly and fairly. I am twenty leaves be- 
fore the printers ; but Ballantyne’s wife is ill, and it is his nature to 
indulge apprehensions of the worst, which incapacitates him for la- 
bour. I cannot help regarding this amiable weakness of the mind, 
with something too nearly allied to contempt. I keep the press be- 
hind me at a good distance, and I, like the 

“ Postboy’s horse, am glad to miss 
The lumber of the wheels.” ' 

February 15. — T wrought to-day, but not much — ^rather dawdled, 
and took to reading Chambers’s Beauties of Scotland,^ which would 
be admirable if they were more accurate. He is a clever young fel- 
low, but hurts himself by too much haste. I am not making too 
much myself I know, and I know, too, it is time I were making it. 
Unhappily there is such a thing as more haste and less speed. I can 
very seldom think to purpose by lying perfectly idle, but when I take 
an idle book, or a walk, my mind strays back to its task out of con- 
tradiction as it were ; the things I read become mingled with those I 
have been writing, and something is concocted. I cannot compare 
this process of the mind to anything save that of a woman to whom 
the mechanical operation of spinning serves as a running bass to the 
songs she sings, or the course of ideas she pursues. The phrase 
Hoc age^ often quoted by my father, does not jump with my humour. 
I cannof nail my mind to one subject of contemplation, and it is by 
nourishing two trains of ideas that I can bring one into order. 

Colin Mackenzie came in to see me, poor fellow. He looks well 
in his retirement. Partly I envy him — partly I am better pleased as 
it is. 

February 16. — Stayed at home and laboured all the forenoon. 
Young Invernahyle called to bid me interest myself about getting a 
lad of the house of Scott a commission — ^how is this possible ? The 
last I tried for, there was about 3000 on the list — and they say the 
boy is too old, being twenty-four. I scribbled three or four pages, 
forbore smoking and whisky and water, and went to the Royal So- 
ciety. There Sir William Hamilton read an essay, the result of some 

1 Gilpin. bers, author of Traditions of Edinburgh^ etc., 

2 The Picture of Scotland by Robert Cham- 8vo, 1829. 
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anatomicai investigations, which contained a masked battery against 
the phrenologists. 

February 17.— In the morning I sent o£E copy and proof. I re- 
ceived the melancholy news that James Ballantyne has lost his wife. 
With his domestic habits the blow is irretrievable. What can he do, 
poor fellow, at the head of such a family of children ! I should not 
be surprised if he were to give way to despair. 

I was at the Court, where there was little to do, but it diddled 
away my time till two. I went to the library, but not a book could 
I get to look at. It is, I think, a wrong system the lending books to 
private houses at all, and leads to immense annual losses. I called 
on Skene, and borrowed a volume of his Journal, to get some infor- 
mation about Burgundy and Provence. Something may be made out 
of King Rene, but I wish I had thought of him sooner.^ Dined alone 
with the girls. 

February 18. — This being Teind Wednesday I had a holiday. 
Worked the whole day, interrupted by calls from Dr. Ross, Sir Hugh 
Palliser, Sir David Hunter Blair, and Colonel Blair. I made out about 
six pages before dinner, and go to Lord Gillies’s to dine with a good 
conscience. Hay Drummond came in, and discharged a volley at me 
which Mons Meg could hardly have equalled. I will go to work with 
Skene’s Journal. My head aches violently, and has done so several 
days. It is cold, I think. 

At Lord Gillies’s we found Sir John Dalrymple, Lady Dairy mple, 
and Miss Ferguson, Mr. Hope Vere of Craigiehall, and Lady Eliza- 
beth, a sister of Lord Tweeddale, Sir Robert O’Callaghan, Captain 
Oath cart, and others — a gay party. 

February 19. — An execrable day — ^half frost, half fresh, half sleet, 
half rain, and wholly abominable. Having made up my packet for 
the printing-house, and performed my duty at the Court, I had the 
firmness to walk round by the North Bridge, and face the weather 
for two miles, by way of exercise. Called on Skene, and saw some 
of his drawings of Aix. It was near two before I got home, and now 
I hear three strike ; part of this hour has been consumed in a sound 
sleep by the fireside after putting on dry things. I met Baron Humc,^ 


1 Mr. Skene remarks that at this time “Sir 
Walter was engaged in the composition of the 
Novel of Anne of Geier&tein, for which purpose 
he wished to see a paper which I had some 
time before contributed to the Memoirs of the 
Society of Antiquaries on the subject of the 
Secret Tribunals of Germany, and upon which, 
accordingly, he grounded the scene in the nov- 
el, Upon his describing to me the scheme 
which he had formed for that work, I suggest- 
ed to him that he might with advantage con- 
nect the history of Rene, king of Provence, 
which would lead to many interesting topo- 
graphical details which my residence in that 
country would enable me to supply, besides 
the opportunity of illustrating so eccentric a 
character as ‘Zc Ion roi 22ene,’ full of traits 


which were admirably suited to Sir Walter’s 
graphic style of illustration, and that he could 
besides introduce the ceremonies of the FUe 
Dienwith great advantage, as I had fortunately 
seen its revival the first time it was celebrated 
after the interruption of the revolution. He 
liked the idea much, and, accordingly, a Jour- 
nal which I had written during my residence 
in Provence, with a volume of accompanying 
drawings and Papon’s History of Provence was 
forthwith sent for, and the whole denouement 
of the story of Anne of Geierstein w’as changed, 
and the Provence part woven into it, in the 
form in which it ultimately came forth.— -JKem- 
iniscences. 

2 This learned gentleman died in his house, 
34 Moray Place, Edinburgh, on the 3Ulh Au- 
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and we praised each other’s hardihood for daring to take exercise in 
such weather, agreeing that if a man relax the custom of his exercise 
in Scotland for a bad day he is not likely to resume it in a hurry. 
The other moiety of the time was employed in looking over the 
Memoir 68 de Fauche-BoreV 

February 20. — The Court duly took me up from eleven till about 
three, but left some time for labour, which I employed to purpose, 
at least I hope so. I declined going to the exhibition of paintings 
to-night; neither the beauties of art nor of‘ nature have their former 
charms for me. I finished, however, about seven pages of manuscript, 
which is a fair half of volume iii. I wish I could command a little 
more time and I would soon find you something or other, but the 
plague is that time is wanting when I feel an aptitude to work, and 
when time abounds, the will, at least the real efficient power of the 
faculties, is awanting. Still, however, we make way by degrees. I 
glanced over some metrical romances published by Hartshorne, sev- 
eral of which have not seen the light. They are considerably curi- 
ous, but I was surprised to see them mingled with Blanchefieur and 
65* and one or two others which might have been spared. There 
is no great display of notes or prolegomena, and there is,, moreover, 
no glossary. But the work is well edited.^ 

February 21. — Colonel Ferguson breakfasted with us. I was de- 
tained at the Parliament House till the hour of poor Mrs. Ballantyne’s 
funeral, then attended that melancholy ceremony. The husband was 
unable to appear; the sight of the. poor children was piteous enough. 
James Ballantyne has taken his brother Sandy into the house, I mean 
the firm, about which there had formerly been some misunderstand- 
ing. 

I attended the Bannatyne Club. We made a very good election, 
bringing in Lord Dalhousie and the Lord Clerk Register.^ Our din- 
ner went pretty well off, but I have seen it merrier. To he sure old 
Dr. J., like an immense feather-bed, was burking me, as the phrase 
now goes, during the whole time. I am sure that word will stick in 
the language for one while. 

February 22. — Very rheumatic. I e’en turned my table to the 
fire and feagued it away, as Bayes says. Neither did I so much as 
cast my eyes round to see what sort of a day it Avas — the splashing 
on the windows gave all information that was necessary. Yet, with 


gust, 1838, aged eighty-two. He had filled va- 
rious important situations with great ability 
during his long life:— Sheriff of Berwick and 
West Lothian, Professor of Scots Law in the 
University, and afterwards a Baron of Excheq- 
uer, which latter office be held till the abolition 
of the court in 1830. He is best remembered 
by his work on the Criminal Law of Scotland, 
published in 1797. He bequeathed his uncle 
the historian’s correspondence with Rousseau 
and other distinguished foreigners to the Royal 
Society of Edinburgh. 


1 Published in four volumes, 8vo, 1829. 
Fauche-Borel, an agent of the Bourbons, had 
just died. The book is still in the Abbotsford 
library. 

2 Ancient Metrical Tales, edited by Rev. C. 
H. Hartshorne, 8vo, London, 1829. 

3 The Right Hon. William Dundas, born 1762, 
died 184:5; appointed Lord Clerk Register in 

1821. 
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all 1117 leisure, during the whole day I finished only four leaves of 
copy — somewhat of the least, master Matthew.^ 

There was no interruption during the whole day, though the above 
is a poor account of it. 

February 23. — Up and at it. After breakfast Mr. Hay Drum- 
mond came in enchanted about Mons Meg,^ and roaring as loud as 
she could have done for her life when she was in perfect voice. 

James Ballantyne came in, to my surprise, about twelve o’clock. 
He was very serious, and spoke as if he had some idea of sudden 
and speedy death. He mentioned that he had named Cadell, Cowan, 
young Hughes, and his brother to be his trustees with myself. He 
has settled to go to the country, poor fellow, to Timpendean, as I think. 

We dined at Skene’s, where we met Mr. and Mrs. George Forbes, 
Colonel and Mrs. Blair, George Bell, etc. The party was a pleasant 
one. Colonel Blair said, that during the Battle of Waterloo there 
was at the commencement some trouble necessary to prevent the 
men from breaking their ranks. He expostulated with one man: 
“Why, my good fellow, you cannot propose to beat the French alone? 
— better keep your ranks.” The man, who was one of the 7lst, re- 
turned to his ranks, saying, “ I believe you are very right, sir, but I 
am a man of very hot temper,'^^ There was much bonhomie in the reply.’ 

February 24.-— Snowy miserable morning. I corrected my proofs, 
but had no time to write anything. We, i.e. myself and the two 
Annes, went to breakfast with Mr. Drummond Hay, where wc again 
met Colonel and Mrs. Blair, with Thomas Thomson. We looked over 
some most beautiful drawings^ which Mrs. Blair had made in differ- 
ent parts of India, exhibiting a species of architecture so gorgeous, 
and on a scale so extensive, as to put to shame the magnificence of 
Europe. And yet, in most cases, as little is known of the people 
who wrought these wonders as of the kings who built the Pyramids. 
Fame depends on literature, not on architecture. We arc more eager 
to see a broken column of Cicero’s villa, than all those mighty la- 
bours of barbaric power. Mrs. Blair is full of enthusiasm. She told 
me that when she worked with her pencil she was glad to have some 
one to read to her as a sort of sedative, otherwise her excitement 
made her tremble, and burst out a-crying. I can understand this 
very well, having often found the necessity of doing two things at 
once. She is a very pretty, dark woman too, and has been compared 
to Kebecca, daughter of the Jew, Isaac of York. 

Detained in the Court till half-past two bothering about Lady 
Essex Kerr’s will without coming to a conclusion. I then got home 
too late to do anything, as I must prepare to go to Dalmahoy. Mr. 
Gibson came in for a little while ; no news. 


1 Ben. Jonson, Every Man in Ms Humour, 
Act I. Sc. 4. _ 

2 For notices of this gigantic caunon, see 
ante, p. 28, and 'post, p. 436: also Life, voL vii. 
pp. 86, 87, 


3 Some of these fine drawings have been en- 
graved for Colonel Tod’s Travels in Western 
India. Lond. 4to, 1839.— J. g. l. 
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I went to Dalmahoy, where we were most kindly received. It is 
a point of friendship, however, to go eight miles to dinner and return 
in the evening ; and my day has been cut up without a brush of 
work. Smoked a cigar on my return, being very cold. 

February 25. — This morning I corrected my proofs. We get on, 
as John Ferguson said when they put him on a hunter. I fear there 
is too much historical detail, and the catastrophe will be vilely hud- 
dled up. ‘‘And who can help it, Dick?” Visited James Ballantyne, 
and found him bearing his distress sensibly and like a man. I called 
in at Cad ell’s, and also inquired after Lady Jane Stuart, who is com- 
plaining. Three o’clock placed me at home, and from that hour till 
ten, deduct two hours for dinner, I was feaguing it away. 

February 26. — Sent off ten pages this morning, with a revise ; we 
spy land, but how to get my catastrophe packed into the compass al- 
lotted for it — 

“It sticks like a pistol half out of its holster, 

Or rather indeed like an obstinate bolster, 

Which I think I have seen you attempting, my dear, 

In vain to cram into a small pillowbeer.” 

There is no help for it — I must make a tour de force^ and annihilate 
both time and space. Dined at home ; nevertheless made small prog- 
ress. But I must prepare my dough before I can light my oven. I 
would fain think I am in the right road. 

February 2Y. — The last post brought a letter from Mr. Heath, 
proposing to set off his engravings for the Magnum Opus against 
my contributions for the Keepsake, A pretty mode of accounting 

that would be ; he be . I wrote him declining his proposal ; and, 

as he says I am still in his debt, I will send him the old drama of the 
House of Aspen^ which I wrote some thirty years ago, and offered to 
the stage. This will make up my contribution, and a good deal 
more, if, as I recollect, there are five acts. Besides, it will save me . 
further trouble about Heath and his Annual. Secondly, There are 
several manuscript copies of the play abroad, and some of them will 
be popping out one of these days in a contraband manner. Thirdly, 
If I am right as to the length of the piece, there is £100 extra work 
at least which will not be inconvenient at all. 

Dined at Sir John Hay’s wdth Ramsay of Barnton and his young 
bride, Sir David and Lady Hunter Blair, etc. 

I should mention that Cadell breakfasted with me, and entirely 
approved of my rejecting Heath’s letter. There was one funny part 
of it, in which he assured me that the success of the new edition of 
the Waverley Novels depended entirely on the excellence of the illus- 
trations — vous Ues joaillier^ Mons, Josse} He touches a point which 
alarms me ; he greatly undervalues the portrait which Wilkie has 


1 Moliere, U Amour Medecin^ Act i. Sc. 1 {joaillier for orfevre]. 



432 


JOUENAL 


[Feb. 1829. 

prepared to pjive me for this edition. If it is as little of a likeness 
as he says, it is a scrape. But a scrape be it. Wilkie behaved in 
the kindest way, considering his very bad health, in agreeing to work 
for me at all, and I will treat him with due delicacy, and not wound 
his feelings by rejecting what he has given in such kindness.^ And 
so farewell to Mr. Heath, and the conceited vulgar Cockney his 
Editor. 

February 28. — Finished my proofs this morning, and read part 
of a curious work, called Memoirs of Vidoeq ; a fellow who was at 
the head of Bonaparte’s police. It is a pickaresque tale ; in other 
words, a romance of roguery. The whole seems much exaggerated, 
and got up ; but I suppose there is truth au fond, I came home 
about two o’clock, and wrought hard and fast till night. 


1 The following extract from a letter by Wil- 
kie shows how willingly he had responded to 
Scott’s request: — 

7 Tkkrjlcr, Kensington, 
London, Jan . 1829. 

“ Dear Sir Walter, — I pass over all those 
disastrous events that have arrived to us both 
since our last, as you justly call it, melancholy 
parting, to assure you how delighted I shall bo 
if I can in the most inconsiderable degree as- 


sist in the illustrations of the great work, which 
wo all hope may lighten or remove that load of 
troubles by which your noble spirit is at this 
time beset; considering it as only repaying a 
debt of obligation which you yourself have laid 
upon me when, with an unseen hand in the^w- 
tiquary, you took me up and claimed me, the 
humble iminter of domestic sorrow, as your 
countryman.” 



MARCH 


March 1. — I laboured hard the whole day, and, between hands, 
refreshed myself with Vidocq’s Memoirs, No" one called except Hay 
Drummond, who had something to say about Mons Meg. So I wrote 
before and after dinner, till no less than ten pages were finished. 

March 2. — I wrought but little to-day. I was not in the vein, 
and felt sleepy. I thought to go out, but disgust of the pavement 
kept me at home, 0 rus, etc. It is pleasant to think that the 11th 
March sets us on the route for Abbotsford. I shall be done long be-’ 
fore with this confounded novel. I wish I were, for I find trouble in 
bringing it to a conclusion. People compliment me sometimes on 
the extent of my labour ; but if I could employ to purpose the hours 
that indolence and lassitude steal away from me, they would have 
cause to wonder indeed. But day must have night, vigilance must 
have sleep, and labour, bodily or mental, must have rest. As Edgar 
says, I cannot fool it further.* Anne is gone to Hopetoun House for 
two days. 

Dined at the Royal Society Club, and went to the Society in the 
evening. 

March 3. — Began this day with labour as usual, and made up my 
packet. Then to the Court, where there is a deal of business. Ham- 
ilton, having now a serious fit of the gout, is not-expected to aid any 
more this season. I wrote a little both before and after dinner. 
Niece Anne and I dined alone. Three poets called, each bawling 
louder than the other — subscribe, subscribe 1 I generally do, if the 
work be under 10s.; but the wares were every one so much worse 
than another, that I declined in the three instances before me. I 
got cross at the repeated demands, and could have used Richard’s 
apology— 

“Thou troubl’st me: I am not in the vein.”" 

March 4. — Being Teind "Wednesday, I settled myself at my desk 
and laboured the whole forenoon. Got on to page seventy -two, so 
there cannot be more than twenty pages wanted. Mr. Drummond 
Hay, who has an alertness in making business out of nothing, came 
to call once more about Mons Meg. He is a good-humoured gentle- 
manlike man, but I would Meg were in his belly or he in hers. AYill- 
iam Laidlaw also called, whom I asked to dinner. At four o’clock 


1 See Xear, Act iv. Sc. 1. 
28 


2 Ridiard. III.^ Act iv. Sc. 2. 
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arrives Mr. Cadell, with his horn charged with good news. The 
prospectus of the Magnum^ already issued only a week, has produced 
such a demand among the trade, that he thinks he must add a large 
number of copies, that the present edition of VOOO may be increased 
to the demand ; he talks of raising it to 10,000 or 12,000. If so, I 
shall have a constant income to bear on my unfortunate debts to a 
large amount yearly, and may fairly hope to put them in a secure way 
of payment, even if I should be cut oii in life, or in health, and the 
power of labour. I hope to be able, in a year or two, to make pro- 
posals for eating with my own spoons, and using my own books, 
which, if I can give value for them, can hardly, I think, be refused to 
me.^ In the meantime I have enough, and something to bequeath to 
my poor children. This is a great mercy, but I must prepare for dis- 
appointment, and I will not be elated. 

Laidlaw dined with me, and, poor fellow, was as much elated with 
the news as I am, for it is not of a nature to be kept secret. I hope 
I shall have him once more at Kaeside to debate, as we used to do, on 
religion and politics. Meanwhile, patience, cousin, and shuffle the cards. 

I must do what I can to get CadelFs discharge from his creditors ; 
this I have always done, and so far effectually, but it would be most 
inconvenient to be at the mercy of creditors who may at any moment 
make inquiry into his affairs and so stop his operations. The Old 
Bank of Scotland are the only parties whoso consent has not been 
obtained to his discharge, and they must see their interest in consent- 
ing to it for the expediting of my affairs ; since to what purpose op- 
pose it, for they have not the least chance of mending their own by 
refusing it. 

March 5 . — Proofs arranged in the morning. Sir Patrick Walker, 
that Solomon the second, came to propose to me that some benefit 
society, which he patronises, should attend upon Mons Meg ; but, 
with the Celts at my disposal, I have every reason to think they would 
be affronted at being marched along with Sir Peter and his tail of 
trades’ lads. I went to the Court, which detained me till two, then to 
poor old Lady Seaforth’s funeral,’* which was numerously attended. 
It was near four ere I got home, bringing Skene with me. We called 
at Cadell’s ; the edition of the Magnum is raised from 7000 to 10,000. 
There will really be a clearance in a year or two if K. C. is not too 
sanguine. I never saw so much reason for indulging hope. By the 
bye, I am admitted a member of the Maitland Club, a Society on the 
principle of the Roxburghe and Bannatyne. What a tail oi the al- 
phabet I should draw after me were I to sign with the indications of 
the different societies I belong to, beginning with President of the 
Royal Society of Edinburgh, and ended with umpire of the Six-foot- 
high Club ? Dined at home, and in quiet, with the girls. 

1 See letter to George Forbes from Sir Wal- of Kintail, and mother of the Hon. Mrs. Stewart 
ter, dated Dec. 18th, 1830. — Life^ vol. x. pp. Mackenzie. 

19, 20. 3 A sportive a.ssociation of young athletes. 

3 Widow of Francis, Lord Seaforth, last Baron Hogg, I think, was their Poet La ureate. — j. g. n. 
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March 6. — Made some considerable additions to the Appendix to 
General Preface. I am in the sentiments towards the public that the 
buffoon player expresses towards his patron — 

‘*Go tell my young lord, said this modest young man, 

If he will but invite me to dinner, 
ril be as diverting as ever I can — 

I will, on the faith of a sinner.” 

I will multiply the notes, therefore, when there is a chance of giving 
pleasure and variety. There is a stronger gleam of hope on my af- 
fairs than has yet touched on them ; it is not steady or certain, but 
it is bright and conspicuous. Ten years may last with me, though I 
have little chance of it. At the end of this time these works will 
have operated a clearance of debt, especially as Cadell offers to ac- 
commodate with such money as their house can save to pay off what 
presses. I hope to save, rather than otherwise, and if I leave my lit- 
erary property to my children, it will make a very good thing for 
them, and Abbotsford must in any event go to my family, so, on the 
whole, I have only to pray for quiet times, for how can men mind 
their serious business — that is, according to Cadell’s views — ^buying 
Waverley Novels when they are going mad about the Catholic ques- 
tion. Dined at Mr. Nairne’s, where there was a great meeting of 
Bannatynians, rather too numerous, being on the part of our host an 
Election dinner. 

March 7. — Sent away proofs. This extrication of my affairs, 
though only a Pisgah prospect, occupies my mind more than is fitting ; 
but without some such hope I must have felt like one of the victims 
of the wretch Burke, struggling against, a smothering weight on my 
bosom, till nature could endure it no longer. No ; I will not be the 
sport of circumstances. Come of it what will, “ I’ll bend my brows 
like Highland trows ” and make a bold fight of it. 

“ The best o’t, the warst o’t, 

Is only just to die.” ^ 

And die I think I shall, though I am not such a coward as mortem 
conscire me ipso. But I ’gin to grow aweary of the sun, and when the 
plant no longer receives nourishment from light and air, there is a 
speedy prospect of its withering. 

Dined with the Banking Club of Scotland, in virtue of Sir Mala- 
chi Malagrowther ; splendid entertainment, of course. Sir J ohn Hay 
in the chair. 

March 8. — Spent the morning in reading proofs and additions to 
Magnum. I got a note from Cadell, in w^hich Ballantyne, by a letter 
enclosed, totally condemns Anne of Geierstein — three volumes nearly 
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finished—a pretty tiling, truly, for I will be expected to do it all over 
again. Great dishonour in this, as Trinculo says,' besides an infinite 
loss. Sent for Cadell to attend me next morning that we may con- 
sult about this business. Peel has made his motion on the Catholic 
question, with a speech of three hours. It is almost a complete sur- 
render to the Catholics, and so it should be, for half measures do but 
linger out the feud. This will, or rather ought to, satisfy all men who 
sincerely love peace, and therefore all men of property. But will this 
satisfy Pat, who, with all his virtues, is certainly not the most sensible 
person in the world ? Perhaps not ; and if not, it is but fighting them 
at last. I smoked away, and thought of ticklish politics and bad 
novels. Skene supped with us. 

March 9. — Cadell came to breakfast. We resolved in Privy 

Council to refer the question whether Anne of G n be sea-worthy 

or not to further consideration, which, as the book cannot be pub- 
lished, at any rate, during the full rage of the Catholic question, may 
be easily managed. After breakfast I went to Sir William Arbuth- 
not’s,^ and met there a select party of Tories, to decide whether we 
should act with the Whigs by owning their petition in favour of the 
Catholics. I was not free from apprehension that the petition might 
be put into such general language as I, at least, was unwilling to au- 
thenticate by my subscription. The Solicitor^ was voucher that they 
would keep the terms quite general ; whereupon we subscribed the 
requisition for a meeting, with a slight alteration, affirming that it was 
our desire not to have intermeddled, had not the anti-Catholics pur- 
sued that course ; and so the Whigs and we are embarked in the 
same boat, vogue la galere. 

Went about one o’clock to the Castle, where we saw the auld 
murderess Mons Meg brought up there in solemn procession to reoc- 
cupy her ancient place on the Argyle battery. Lady Ilopetoun was 
my belle. The day was cold but serene, and I think the ladies must 
have been cold enough, not to mention the Celts, who turned out 
upon the occasion, under the leading of Cluny Maepherson, a fine 
spirited lad. Mons Meg is a monument of our pride and poverty. 
The size is immense, but six smaller guns would have been made at 
the same expense, and done six times as much execution as she could 
have done. There was immense interest taken in the show by the 
people of the town, and the numbers who crowded the Castle-hill 
had a magnificent appearance. About thirty of our Celts attended 
in costume ; and as there was a Highland regiment on duty, with 
dragoons and artillerymen, the whole made a splendid show. The 
dexterity with which the last manned and wrought the windlass which 
raised old Meg, weighing seven or eight tons, from her temporary 


1 Tempest^ Act iv. Sc. 1. (Stephauo). 

3 This gentleman was a favourite with Sir 
Walter—a special point of communion being 
the antiquities of the British drama. He was 
Provost of Edinburgh in 1816-17, and again in 


1822, and tho king gracefiill}^ surprised him by 
propo.sing his health at the civic banquet in the 
Parliament House, as “Sir William Arbutlmot, 
Baronet.”—.!, a. l. 

3 John Hope, afterwards T.ord Justice-Clerk. 
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carriage to that which has been her basis for many years, was singu- 
larly beautiful as a combined exhibition of skill and strength. My 
daughter had what might have proved a frightful accident. Some 
rockets were let off, one of which lighted upon her head, and set her 
bonnet on fire. She neither screamed nor ran, but quietly permitted 
Charles K. Sharpe to extinguish the fire, which he did with great 
coolness and dexterity. All who saw her, especially the friendly 
Celts, gave her merit for her steadiness, and said she came of good 
blood. I was very glad and proud of her presence of mind. My 
own courage was not put to the test, for being at some distance, 
escorting the beautiful and lively Countess of Hopetoun, I did not 
hear of the accident till it was over. We lunched with the regiment 
(73d) now in the Castle. The little entertainment gave me an op- 
portunity of observing what I have often before remarked — the im- 
provement in the character of the young and subaltern officers in the 
army, which in the course of a long and bloody war had been, in 
point of rank and manners, something deteriorated. The number of 
persons applying for commissions (3000 being now on the lists) gives 
an opportunity of selection, and officers should certainly be gentle- 
men^ with a complete opening to all who can rise by merit. The style 
in which duty, and the knowledge of their profession, is enforced, 
prevents /am from long remaining in the profession. 

In the evening I presided at the Celtic Club, who received me 
with their usual partiality. I like this society, and willingly give my- 
self to be excited by the sight of handsome young men with plaids 
and claymores, and all the alertness and spirit of Highlanders in their 
native garb. There was the usual degree of excitation — excellent 
dancing, capital songs, a general inclination to please and to be pleased. 
A severe cold, caught on the battlements of the Castle, prevented me 
from playing first fiddle so well as usual, but what I could do was 
received with the usual partiality of the Celts. I got home, fatigued 
and vino gravatuSj about eleven o’clock. We had many guests, some 
of whom, English officers, seemed both amused and surprised at our 
wild ways, especially at the dancing without ladies, and the mode of 
drinking favourite toasts, by springing up with one foot on the bench 
and one on the table, and the peculiar shriek of applause so unlike 
English cheering. 

March 10. — This may be a short day in the diary, though a busy 
one to me. I arranged books and papers in the morning, and went 
to Court after breakfast, where, as Sir Robert Uundas and I had the 
whole business to discharge, I remained till two or three. Then vis- 
ited Cadell, and transacted some pecuniary matters. 

March 11, \Ahhotsford ^. — I had, as usual, a sort of levee the day 
I was to leave town, all petty bills and petty business being reserved 
to the last by those who might as well have applied any one day of 
the present month. But I need not complain of what happens to my 
betters, for on the last day of the Session there pours into the Court 
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a succession of trifles which give the Court, and especially the Clerks, 
much trouble, insomuch that a ci-devant brother of mine proposed 
that the last day of the Session should be abolished by Statute. We 
got out -of Court at a quarter-past one, and got to Abbotsford at half- 
past seven, cold and hungry enough to make Scots broth, English 
roast beef, and a large fire very acceptable. 

March 12. — I set apart this day for trifles and dawdling; yet I 
meditate doing something on the Popish and Protestant affray. 1 
think I could do some good, and I have the sincere wish to do it. 
I heard the merry birds sing, reviewed my dogs, and was cheerful. 
I also unpacked books. Deuce take arrangement ! I think it the 
most complete bore in the world ; but I will try a little of it. I after- 
wards went out and walked till dinner-time. I read Reginald Heber’s 
JournaP after dinner. I spent some merry days with him at Oxford 
when he was writing his prize poem. He was then a gay young fel- 
low, a wit, and a satirist, and burning for literary fame. My laurels 
were beginning to bloom, and we were both madcaps. Who would 
have foretold our future lot ? 


“ Oh, little did my mither ken 
The day she cradled me 
The land I was to travel in, 

Or the death I was to die.” ^ 


March 13. — Wrought at a review of Fraser Tytler’s History of 
Scotland, It is somewhat saucy towards Lord Hailes. I had almost 
stuck myself into the controversy Slough of Despond — the contro- 
versy, that is, between the Gothic and Celtic system — but cast my- 
self, like Christian, with a strong struggle or two to the further side 
of this Slough ; and now will I walk on my way rejoicing — not on 
my article, however, but to the fields. Came home and rejoiced at 
dinner. After tea I worked a little more. I began to warm in my 
gear, and am about to awake the whole controversy of Goth and Celt. 
1 wish I may not make some careless blunders.® 

March 14. — Up at eight, rather of the latest — then fagged at my 
review, both before and after breakfast. I walked from one o’clock 
till near three. I make it out, I think, rather better than of late I 
have been able to do in the streets of Edinburgh, where I am ashamed 
to walk so slow as would suit me. Indeed nothing but a certain sus- 
picion, that once drawn up on the beach I would soon break up, pre- 
vents me renouncing pedestrian exercises altogether, for it is positive 
suffering, and of an acute kind too. 

March 15. — Altogether like yesterday. Wrote in the morning — 
breakfasted — wrote again till one — out and walked about two hours 


1 Narraiivt of a Journey through the Tipper 
Provincea of India, 2 vols. 4to, 1828. 

3 Old Ballad (known as “Marie Hamilton”) 
quoted by Burns in a letter to Mrs. Dunlop re- 


garding Falconer, author of The Shipwreck.-- 
Currie’s Burns, vol. ii. p. 290. 

3 See Quart Rev., Nov. 1829, or Misc. Prose 
Works, xxU 162-198. 
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— ^to the quills once more — dinner — smoked a brace of cigars and 
looked on the fire — a page of writing, and so to bed. 

March 1 6. — Day sullen and bitter cold. I fear it brings chilblains 
on its wings. A dashing of snow, in thin flakes, wandering from the 
horizon, and threatening a serious fall. As the murderer says to 
Banquo, “Let it come down!” — we shall have the better chance of 
fair weather hereafter. It cleared up, however, and I walked from 
one, or thereabout, till within a quarter of four. A card from Mr. 
Dempster of Skibo,^ whose uncle, George Dempster, I knew many 
years since, a friend of Johnson, Sir Joshua Reynolds, and all that 
set — a fine good-humoured old gentleman. Young Mrs. Dempster is 
a daughter of my early friend and patron, Robert Dundas of Arnis- 
ton. Lord Advocate, and I like her for his sake. Mr. Dempster is 
hunting, and I should have liked to have given his wife and sister 
refuge during the time he must spend over moss and moor. But the 
two Annes going to Edinburgh to a fancy ball makes it impossible 
till they return on Friday night. 

March 17. — The Annes went off at eight, morning. After break- 
fast I drove down to Melrose and waited on Mrs. and Miss Dempster, 
and engaged them for Saturday. Weather bitter cold ; yea, atrocious- 
ly so. Naboclish — the better for work. Ladies whose husbands love 
fox-hunting are in a poor way. Here are two pleasant and pretty 
women pegged up the whole day 

“ In the worst inn’s worst room ” * 

for the whole twenty-four hours without interruption. They manage 
the matter otherwise in France, where ladies are the lords of the as- 
cendant. I returned from my visit to my solitary work and solitary 
meal. I eked out the last two hours’ length by dint of smoking, 
which I find a sedative without being a stimulant. 

March 18. — I like the hermit life indifferent well, nor would, I 
sometimes think, break my heart, were I to be in that magic mount- 
ain where food was regularly supplied by ministering genii, ^ and 
plenty of books were accessible without the least intervention of hu- 
man society. But this is thinking like a fool. Solitude is only agree- 
able when the power of having society is removed to a short space, 
and can be commanded at pleasure. “ It is not good for man to be 
alone.” It blunts our faculties and freezes our active virtues. And 
-now, my watch pointing to noon, I think after four hours’ work I 
may indulge myself with a walk. The dogs see me about to shut my 
desk, and intimate their happiness by caresses and whining. By your 


1 George Dempster of Skibo, one of the few 
men connecting Scott with this generation, 
died in Edinburgh on the 6th of February, 
1889. This accomplished Scottish gentleman 
had for many years made his home at Ormis- 
ton. where, in the old mansion-house, rich in 


associations of Knox, Wishart, and Buchanan, 
he was the gracious host to a large circle of 
friends. 

2 Pope’s Moral Essays, iii. 

2 Ante, p. 204 n. 
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leave, Messrs. Genii of tlie Mountain library, if I come to your retreat 
ril bring my dogs with me. 

The day was showery, but not unpleasant — soft dropping rains, 
attended by a mild atmosphere, that spoke of flowers in their seasons, 
and a chirping of birds that had a touch of Spring in it. I had the 
patience to get fully wet, and the grace to be thankful for it. 

Come ! a leetle flourish on the trumpet. Let us rouse the genius 
of this same red mountain, so called because it is all the year covered 
with roses. There can be no difiiculty in finding it, for it lies tow- 
ards the Caspian, and is quoted in the Persian tales. Well, I open 
my Ephemerides, form my scheme under the suitable planet, and the 
genie obeys the invocation and appears. 

Genie is a misshapen dwarf, with a huge jolter-head like that of 
Boerhave on the Bridge,^ his limbs and body marvellously shrunk and 
disproportioned. 

‘‘ Sir Dwarf,” said I, undauntedly, “ thy head is very large, and 
thy feet and limbs somewhat small in proportion.” 

Genie. “ I have crammed my head, even to the overflowing, with 
knowledge ; I have starved, my limbs by disuse of exercise and denial 
of sustenance !” 

Author. ‘‘ Can I acquire wisdom in thy solitary library 

G. “ Thou mayest !” 

A. On what conditions ?” 

G. denounce all gross and fleshly pleasure, eat pulse and drink 
water, converse with none but the wise and learned, alive and 
dead !” 

A. Why, this were to die in the cause of wisdom.” 

G. “ If you desire to draw from our library only the advantage 
of seeming wise, you may have it consistent with all your favourite 
enjoyments !” 

A. “ How much sleep ?” 

G. A Lapland night — eight months out of the twelve !” 

A. “Enough for a dormouse, most generous Genius. — A bottle 
of wine 

G. “ Two, if you please ; but you must not seem to care for 
them — cigars in loads, whisky in lashings ; but they must be taken 
with an air of contempt, a floccifaucinihili^pilification of all that can 
gratify the outward man.” 

A. “ I am about to ask you a serious question — When you have 
stuffed your stomach, drunk your bottle, smoked your cigar, how are 
you to keep yourself awake ?” 

G. “ Either by cephalic snuff or castle-building !” 

A. “Do you approve of castle - building as a frequent exer- 
cise ?” 

1 Mr. Lockhart says, writing in 1839: — “This the venerable bust in question was once dis- 
heacl may still be seen over a laboratory at No. lodged by ‘ Colonel Grogg ’ and some of his com- 
100 South Bridge, Edinburgh. [It has since panions, and waggishly placed in a very inap- 
been removed.] N.B. There is a tradition that propriate position.” 
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G, Life were not life without it ! 

‘ Give me the joy that sickens not the heart, 

Give me the wealth that has no wings to fly.”* 

A. “ I reckon myself one of the best aerial architects now liv- 
ing, and nil me ;poenitet hujusy 

G. Nec est cur te poeniteat; most of your novels have previous- 
ly been subjects for airy castles.” 

A, ‘‘You have me — and moreover a man of imagination derives 
experience from such imaginary situations. There are few situations 
in which I have not in fancy figured, and there are few, of course, 
which I am not previously prepared to take some part in.” 

G, “ True, but I am afraid your having fancied yourself victo- 
rious in many a fight would be of little use were you suddenly called 
to the field, and your personal infirmities and nervous agitations both 
rushing upon you and incapacitating you.” 

A, “ My nervous agitations ! — away with thee ! Down, down to 
Limbo and the burning lake 1 False fiend, avoid !” 

So there ends the tale, 

With a hey, with a hoy, 

So there ends the tale, 

With a ho. 

There is a moral. If you fail 
To seize it by the tail, 

Its import will exhale, 

You must know. 

March 19. — The above was written yesterday before dinner, 
though appearances are to the contrary. I only meant that the stu- 
dious solitude I have sometimes dreamed of, unless practised with 
rare stoicism and privation, was apt to degenerate into secret sensual 
indulgences of coarser appetites, which, when the cares and restraints 
of social life are removed, are apt to make us think, with Dr. John- 
son, our dinner the most important event of the day. So much in the 
way of explanation — a humour which I Iovq not. Go to. 

My girls returned from Edinburgh with full news of their hal 
pare. 

March 20. — We spent this day on the same terms as formerly. 
I wrought, walked, dined, drank, and smoked upon the same pat- 
tern. 

March 21. — To-day brought Mrs. Dempster and her sister-in-law. 
To dinner came Robert Dundas of Arniston from the hunting-field, 
and with him Mr. Dempster of Skibo, both favourites of mine. Mr. 
Stuart, the grand-nephew of my dear friend Lady Louisa, also dined 
with us, together with th^ Lyons from Gattonside, and the day passed 
over in hospitality and social happiness. 

March 22. — Being Sunday, I read prayers to our guests, then 
went a long walk by the lake to Huntly Burn. It is somewhat un- 
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comfortable to feel difficulties increase and the strength to meet them 
diminish. But why should man fret? While iron is dissolved by 
rust, and brass corrodes, can our dreams be of flesh and blood endur- 
ing? But I will not dwell on this depressing subject. My liking to 
my two young guests is founded on things that are long enough 
ao-o.’’ The first statesman of celebrity whom I personally knew was 
Mr. Dempster’s grand-uncle, George Dempster of Dunnichen, cele- 
brated in his time, and Dundas’s father was, when Lord Advocate, the 
first man of influence who showed kindness to me. 

March 23. — Arrived to breakfast one of the Courland nobility, 
Baron A. von Meyersdorfl, a fine, lively, spirited young man, fond of 
his country and incensed at its degradation under Russia. He talked 
much of the orders of chivalry who had been feudal lords of Livonia, 
especially the order of Porte Glaive, to which his own ancestors had 
belonged. If he report correctly, there is a deep principle of action 
at work in Germany, Poland, Russia, etc., which, if it does not die 
in thinking,” will one day make an explosion. The Germans are a 
nation, however, apt to exhaust themselves in speculation. The Baron 
has enthusiasm, and is well read in English and foreign literature. I 
kept my state till one, and wrote notes to Croker upon Boswell’s Scot- 
tish tour. It was an act of friendship, for time is something of a 
scarce article with me. But Croker has been at all times personally 
kind and actively serviceable to me, and he must always command 
my best assistance. Then I walked with the Baron as far as the Lake. 
Our sportsmen came in good time to dinner, and our afternoon was 
pleasant. 

March 24. — This morning our sportsmen took leave, and their 
ladylcind {to rencherir on Anthony a-Wood and Mr. Oldbuck) fol- 
lowed after breakfast, and I went to my work till one, and at that 
hour treated the Baron to another long walk, with which he seemed 
highly delighted. He tells me that my old friend the Princess Ga- 
litzin’ is dead. After dinner I had a passing visit from Kinnear, to 
bid me farewell. This very able and intelligent young man, so able 
to throw a grace over commercial pursuits, by uniting them with lit- 
erature, is going with his family to settle in London. I do not won- 
der at it. His parts are of a kind superior to the confined sphere in 
which he moves in Scotland. In London, he says, there is a rapid 
increase of business and its opportunities. Thus London licks the 
butter ofi our bread, by opening a better market for ambition. Were 
it not for the difference of the religion and laws, poor Scotland could 
hardly keep a man that is worth having ; and yet men will not see 
this. I took leave of Kinnear, with hopes for his happiness and fort- 
une, but yet with some regret for the sake of the country which loses 
him. The Baron agreed to go with Kinnear to Kelso : and exit with 
the usual demonstrations of German enthusiasm. 

1 Tenimore Cooper told Scott that the Prin- 1827 from the picture taken in Paris. [Mme. 
cesa had had Sir Walter’s portrait engraved in Mirbel’s miniature?] 
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March 25. — I worked in the morning, and think I have sent Cro- 
ker a packet which may he useful, and to Lockhart a critique on 
rather a dry topic, viz. : the ancient Scottish History. I remember 
E. Ainslie, commonly called the plain man, who piqued himself on 
his powers of conversation, striving to strike fire from some old fiinty 
wretch whom he found in a corner of a public coach, at length ad- 
dressed him : “ Friend, I have tried you on politics, literary matters, 
religion, fashionable news, etc., etc., and all to no purpose.” The dry 
old rogue, twisting his muzzle into an infernal grin, replied, “Can you 
claver about bend leather?” The man, be it understood, was a leath- 
er merchant. The early history of Caledonia is almost as hopeless a 
subject, but off it goes. I walked up the Glen with Tom for my 
companion. Dined, heard Anne reading a paper of anecdotes about 
Cluny Macpherson, and so to bed. 

March 26. — As I have been so lately Johnsonizing, I should de- 
rive, if possible, some personal use. Johnson advises Boswell to keep 
a diary, and to omit registers of the weather, and like trumpery. I 
am resolved in future not to register what is yet more futile — my 
gleams of bright and clouded temper. Boswell — whose nerves were, 
one half madness, and half affectation — ^bas thrummed upon this topic 
till it is threadbare. I have at this moment forty things to do, and 
great inclination to do none of them. I ended by working till two, 
walking till five, writing letters, and so to bed. 

March 27. — Letters again. Let me see. I wrote to Lord Mon- 
tagu about Scott of Beirlaw’s commission, in which Invernahyle in- 
terests himself. Item, to a lady who is pestering me about a Miss 
Campbell sentenced to transportation for stealing a silver spoon. 
Item, to John Eckford. Item, to James Loch, to get an appointment 
for 'Sandie Ballantyne’s son. ISfot one, as Dangle says,^ about any 
business of my own. My correspondence is on a most disinterested 
footing. This lasts till past eleven, then enters my cousin E., and 
remains for two hours, till politics, family news, talk of the neigh- 
borhood are all exhausted, and two or three reputations torn to pieces 
in the scouring of them. At length I walk him out about a mile, 
and come back from that empechement. But it is only to find Mr. 
[Henry] C[ranstoun],^ my neighbour, in the parlour with the girls, and 
there is another sederunt of an hour. Well, such things must be, 
and our friends mean them as civility, and we must take and give the 
currency of the country. But I am diddled out of a day all the same. 
The ladies came from Huntly Burn, and cut off the evening.’ 


1 See Sheridan’s Critic. 

2 Lord Corehouse’s brother. 

3 Room may be made for part of one of the 
letters received by this morning’s mail, in 
which, after much interesting family detail, 
his son-in-law describes the duel which took 
place between the Duke of Wellington and 
Lord Winchelsea:— “There is no reason to ex- 
pect a duel every day, and all has been very 


quiet since Saturday.— The letter was utterly 
forgotten till this recalled it to remembrance. 
Ergo., there was no sort of call on the Duke 
after beating Buonaparte to go to war with a 
booby. But he could not stand the fling at the 
fair. His correspondence seems admirable ev- 
ery way, and the whole affair was gone through 
in excellent taste, — the Duke and Hardinge 
trotting out, the two peaceful lords rumbling 
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March 28. — In spite of the temptation of a fine morning, I toiled 
manfully at the review till two o’clock, commencing at seven. I fear 
it will be uninteresting, but I like the muddling work of antiquities, 
and, besides, wish to record my sentiments with regard to the Gothic 
question. No one that has not laboured as I have done on imaginary 
topics can judge of the comfort afiEorded by walking on all-fours, and 
being grave and dull. I dare say, when the clown of the pantomime 
escapes from his nightly task of vivacity, it is his special comfort to 
smoke a pipe and be prosy with some good-natured fellow, the dullest 
of his acquaintance. I have seen such a tendency in Sir Adam Fer- 
guson, the gayest man I ever knew ; and poor Tom Sheridan has 
complained to me of the fatigue of supporting the character of an 
agreeable companion. 

March 29. — I wrote, read, and walked with the most stoical regu- 
larity. This muddling among old books has the quality of a sedative, 
and saves the tear and wear of an overwrought brain. I wandered on 
the hills pleasantly enough and concluded a pleasant and laborious day. 

March 30. — 1 finished the remainder of the criticism and sent it 
ofiE. Pray Heaven it break not the mail coach down. 

Lord and Lady Dalhousie, and their relation, Miss Hawthorne, 
came to dinner, to meet whom we had Dr. and Mrs. Brewster. Lord 
Dalhousie has more of the Caledonian prisca Jides than any man I 
know now alive. He has served his country in all quarters of the 
world and in every climate ; yet, though my contemporary, looks ten 
years my junior. He laughed at the idea of rigid temperance, and 
held an occasional skirmish no bad thing even in the West Indies, 
thinking, perhaps, with Armstrong, of the rare debauch.” ^ In all 
incidents of life he has been the same steady, honest, true-hearted 
Lord Dalhousie, that Lordie Ramsay promised to be when at the 
High School. How few such can I remember, and how poorly have 
honesty and valour been rewarded ! Here, at the time when most 
men think of repose, he is bundled ofiE to command in India. Would 
it had been the Chief Governorship ! But to have remained at home 
would have been bare livelihood, and that is all. I asked him what 
he thought of “ strangling a nabob, and rifling his jewel closet,” and 
he answered, No, no, an honest man.” I fear we must add, a poor 
one. Lady Dalhousie, formerly Miss Brown of Coalstoun, is an ami- 
able, intelligent, and lively woman, who does not permit society to 
cream and mantle like a standing pool.” ^ 


down in a coach and four. The Duke had no 
half-pence and was followed and bothered for 
some time by the tollman on Battersea Bridge, 
when Hardinge fished out some silver or a 
groom came up. There were various market 
gardeners on the road, who, when Lord Win- 
chelsea’s equipage stopped, stopped also and 
looked on. One of them advised a turn up with 
nature’s weapons. The moment all was done 
the Duke clapped spurs to his horse and was 
back in Downing Street within the two hours, 
breakfasted, and off to Windsor, where ho 


transacted business for an hour or so, and then 
said, ‘By-the-by, I was forgetting I have had a 
field-day with Lord W. this morning.’ They 
say the King rowed Arthur much for exposing 
himself at such a crisis.” 

1 Art of Preserving ITealth^ book ii. 

2 George Ramsay, Earl of Dalhousie, had just 
been appointed Commander-in-Chief in the East 
Indies; which office he held till 1832. He died 
in 1838. 

3 Merchant of Venice, Act i. Sc. 1. 
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The weather, drifting and surly, does not permit us to think of 
Melrose, and I could only fight round the thicket with Dr. Erewster 
and his lordship.. Lord Dalhousie gave me some interesting ac- 
counts of the American Indians. They are, according to his lordship, 
decaying fast in numbers and principle. Lork Selkirk’s property 
now makes large returns, from the stock of the North West Com- 
pany and Hudson’s Bay Companies having united. I learned from 
Lord Dalhousie that he had been keeping a diary since the year 
1800. Should his narrative ever see the light, what a contrast will it 
form to the flourishing vapouring accounts of most of the French 
merchants ! Mr. and Mrs. Skene with their daughter Kitty, who has 
been indisposed, came to dinner, and the party was a well-assorted 
one. 


APRIL 


April 1. — A pretty first of April truly ; the hills white with snow, 
I myself as bilious as a dog. My noble guests left about noon. I 
wrote letters, as if I had not bile enough in my bosom already, and 
did not go out to face the snow wreaths till half-past two, when I am 
resolved to make a brush for exercise. There will bo fine howling 
among the dogs, for I am about to shut my desk. Found Mrs. 
Skene disposed to walk, so I had the advantage of her company. The 
snow lay three inches thick on the ground; but we had the better ap- 
petite for dinner, after which we talked and read without my lifting 
a pen. 

April 2. — Begins with same brilliant prospect of snow and sun- 
shine dazzling to the eyes and chilling to the fingers, a beastly disa- 
greeable coldness in the air. I stuck by the pen till one, then took 
a drive with the ladies as far as Chief swood and walked home. 
Young William Forbes^ came, and along with him a Southron, Mr. 
Cleasby. 

April 3. — Still the same party. I fagged at writing letters to Lock- 
hart, to Charles, and to John Gibson, to Mr. Cadell, Croker, Lord Had- 
dington, and others. Lockhart has had an overture through Croker 
requesting him to communicate with some newspaper on the part of 
the Government, which he has wisely declined. Nothing but a thor- 
ough-going blackguard ought to attempt the daily press, unless it is 
some quiet country diurnal. Lockhart has also a wicked wit which 
would make an office of this kind more dangerous to him than to 
downright dulness. I am heartily glad he has refused it.^ 


1 Son of Lord Medwyn. Mr. Forbes had late- 
ly returned from Italy, where he had had as 
travelling companion Mr. Cleasby, and it "was 
owing to Mr. Forbes’s recommendation that 
Mr, Cleasby came to Edinburgh to pursue his 
studies. Mr. P'orbes possessed a lino tenor 
voice, andhi.s favourite songs at that time wore 
the Neapolitan and Calabrian canzonetti, to 
which Sir Walter alludes under April 4. 

2 Mr. Lockhart’s own account of the over- 
ture is sufficiently amusing and characteristic 
of the men and the times: — 

“I had not time to write more than a line 
the other day under Croker’s cover, having re- 
ceived it just at post time. He sent for me; I 
found him in his nightcap at the Admiralty, 
colded badly, but in audacious spirit.s. His 
business was this. The Duke of W[ellingto]n 
finds himself without one newspaper he can 
depend on. He wishes to buy up some even- 
ing print, such as the dull Star-, and could 1 


do anything for it? I said I w'as as well in- 
clined to serve the Duke as he could be, but it 
must be in other fashion. Ho then said he 
agreed with me— -but there was a second ques- 
tion: Could I find thorn an editor, and under- 
take to communicate between them and him— 
in short, save the Treasury the inconvenience 
of maintaining an avowed intercourse with the 
Newspaper press? Ho said he himself had for 
some years done this— then others. I said I 
would endeavour to think of a man for their 
turn and would call on him soon again. 

“ I have considered the matter at leisure, 
and resolve to have notliing to do with it. 
They can only want me as a writer. Any un- 
derstrapper M.P. would do well enough for car- 
rying hints to a newspaiier office, and! will not, 
even to secure the Duke, mix myself up with 
the newspapers. That work it is which has 
damned Croker, and I can’t afford to sacrifice 
the advantage which I feel I liavc gained in 
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Sir James Mackintosh and Lord Haddington have spoken very 
handsomely of my accession to the Catholic Petition, and I think it 
has done some good ; yet I am not confident that the measure will 
disarm the Catholic spleen.^ And I was not entirely easy at finding 
myself allied to the Whigs, even in this instance, where I agree with 
them. This is witless prejudice, however. 

My walk to-day was up the Rhymer’s Glen with Skene. Colonel 
Ferguson dined with us. 

A'pril 4. — Mr. Cleasby left this morning. He has travelled much, 
and is a young man of copious conversation and ready language, aim- 
ing I suppose at Parliament.^ William Forbes is singing like an an- 
gel in the next room, hut he sings only Italian music, which says 
naught to me. I have a letter from one David Patterson, who was 
Dr. Knox’s jackal for buying murdered bodies, suggesting that I 
should write on the subject of Burke and Hare, and offering me his 
invaluable collection of anecdotes! “Curse him imperance and him 
dam insurance,”^ as Mungo says in the farce. Did ever one'hear the 
like? The scoundrel has been the companion and patron of such 
atrocious murderers and kidnappers, and he has the impudence to 
write to any decent man 1 

Corrected proof-sheets and dedication of the Magnum and sent 
them off. 

April 5, — Read prayers to what remains of our party : being Anne, 
my niece Anne, the four Skenes, and William Forbes. We then 
walked, and I returned time enough to work a little at the criticism. 
Thus it drew towards dinner in conclusion, after which we smoked, 
told stories, and drank tea. 

April 6. — Worked at the review for three or four hours ; yet hang 
it, I can’t get on, I wonder if I am turning clumsy in other matters ; 
certainly I cannot write against time as I used to do. My thoughts 
will not be duly regulated ; my pen declares for itself, will neither 
write nor spell, and goes under independent colours. I went out with 
the child Kitty Skene on her pony. I don’t much love children, I 
suppose from want of habit, but this is a fine merry little girl. 

William Forbes sang in the evening with a feeling and taste in- 
describably fine, but as he had no Scottish or English songs, my ears 
were not much gratified. I have no sense beyond Mungo : “ What 
signify me hear if me no understand I” 

William Forbes leaves us. As to the- old story, scribble till two, 

these later years by abstaining altogether from 2 Richard Cleasby, afterwards the well-known 
partisan scribbling, or to subject the Quarterly scholar who spent many years in gathering ma- 
te risk of damage. The truth is, I don’t ad- terials for an Icelandic Dictionary, Mr. Cleas- 
mire, after all that has come and gone, being by died in 1847, but the work he had planned 
applied to through the medium of friend Cro- was not published until 1874, when it appeared 
key. I hope you will approve of my resolu* under the editorship of Mr. Vigfusson, • assist- 
tion. ” ed by Sir George Dasent. 

1 Peel, in writing to Scott, says, “The men- ^ BickerstalPs Padlock, Act i. Sc. 6. 
tion of your name [in Parliament] as attached ^ iceiandic-En-lish Dictionary based on the mb. col- 
to the Edinburgh petition was received with lection.s of the late Richard cleasby, enlarged and com- 
loud cheers. ” pleted by G. vigfusson. 4to, Oxford, 1874. 
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then walk for exercise till four. Dcil hac it else, for company eats 
lip the afternoon, so nothing can be done that is not achieved in the 
forenoon. 

A 2 )?-U 7. — We had a gay scene this morning — the fox hounds and 
merry hunters in my little base court, which rung with trampling 
steeds, and rejoiced in scarlet jackets and ringing horns. I have seen 
the (lay worlds would not have bribed me to stay behind them ; but 
that is over, and I walked a sober pace up to the Abbot’s Knowe 
from which I saw them draw my woods, but without finding a fox. 

I watched them with that mixture of interest, affection, and compas- 
sion which old men feel at looking on the amusements of the young. 

I was BO far interested in the chase itself as to be sorry they did not 
find. 1 had so far the advantage of the visit, that it gave me an ob- 
ject for the morning exercise, which I would otherwise only have 
been prompted to by health and habit. It is pleasant to have one’s 
walk, — as heralds say, with a difference. By the way, the foxhunters 
hunted the cover far too fast. When they found a path they ran 
through it pell-mell without beating at all. They had hardly left the 
hare-hole cover, when a fox, which they had over-run, stole away. 
This is the consequence of breeding dogs too speedy. 

April 8. — We have the news of the Catholic question being car- 
ried in the House of Lords, by a majority of 105 upon the second 
reading. This is decisive, ainl the balsam of Fierabras must be swallow- 
ed.* It remains to see how it will work. Since it was indubitably 
necessary, I am glad the decision on the case has been complete. On 
these last three (lays I have finished my review of Tytlcr for Lock- 
hart and sent it off by this post. I may have offcndcci Peter by cen- 
suring him for a sort of petulance towards liis predecessor Lord 
Hailes. This day visited by Mr. Carr, who is a sensible, clever young 
man, and by bis two sisters’* — beautiful singer the youngest — an(i 
to my taste, and English music. 

A/ml 9. — Laboured correcting proofs and revising ; the day in- 
finitely bad. ^¥orked till three o’clock; then tried a late walk, and 
a wet one. 

I hear bad news of James Ballantyne. Hypochondriac I am 
afraid, and religiously distressed in mind. 

I got a book from the Duke de Levis, the same gentleman with 
whom I had an awkward meeting at Abbotsford, owing to his having 
forgot his credentials, which left me at an unpleasant doubt as to his 
eliaracter and identity. Ilis hook is inscribed to me with hyper- 


» Don Quixole^ I^t. I. Bk. ii. Cap. 2. 

^ Friends of Joanna Baillio’sand John Rich- 
ardson’s. 

3 This must have boon an unusual experi- 
cnco for the head of a family that considered 
itself to he the oldest in Christendom. Their 
chfttcati contained, it was said, two pictures: 
one of the Deluge, in which Noah is represent- 


ed going into the Ark, carrying under his arm 
a small trunk, on wdiich was written Papiers 
de la maison de Levis]’’^ the other a portrait ot 
the founder of the house bowing reverently to 
the Virgin, who is made to say, “ Couvrez-vous, 
mon comin. ’ ’—-See Walpole’s Letters. The book 
referred to by Sir Walter is The Carhonaro: a 
Piedmontese Tale., by the Duke de Levis. 2 
vols. London, 1829. 
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bolical praises. Now I don’t like to have, like the Persian poets who 
have the luck to please the Sun of the Universe, my mouth crammed 
with sugar-candy, which politeness will not permit me to spit out, 
and my stomach is indisposed to swallow. The book is better than 
would be expected from the exaggerated nonsense of the dedication. 

A'pril 10. — Left Abbotsford at seven to attend the Circuit. Noia 
hene — half-past six is the better hour ; waters are extremely flooded. 
Lord Meadowbank at the Circuit. Nothing tried but a few trump- 
ery assaults. Meadowbank announces he will breakfast with me to- 
morrow, so I shall return to-night. Promised to my cousin Charles 
Scott to interest myself about his getting the farm of Milsington 
upon Borthwick Water and mentioned him to Colonel Riddell as a 
proposed oflerer. The tender was well received. I saw James the 
piper and my cousin Anne; sent to James Yeitch the spyglass of 
Professor Ferguson to be repaired. Dined with the Judge and re- 
turned in the evening. 

April 11. — Meadowbank breakfasted with us, and then went on 
to Edinburgh, pressed by bad news of his family. His wife (daughter 
of my early patron. President Blair) is very ill ; indeed I fear fatally 
so. I am sorry to think it is so. When the King was here she was 
the finest woman I saw at Holyrood. My proofs kept me working 
till two ; then I had a fatiguing and watery walk. After dinner we 
smoked, and I talked with Mr. Carr over criminal jurisprudence, the 
choicest of conversation to an old lawyer; and the delightful music 
of Miss Isabella Carr closed the day. Still, I don’t get to my task ; 
but I will, to-morrow or next day. 

April 12. — Read prayers, put my books in order and made some 
progress in putting papers in order which have been multiplying on 
my table. I have a letter from that impudent lad Reynolds about 
my contribution to the Keepsahe. Sent to him the House of AspeJij 
as I had previously determined. This will give them a lumping pen- 
nyworth in point of extent, but that’s the side I would have the bar- 
gain rest upon. It shall be a warning after this to keep out of such 
a scrape. 

April 13. — In the morning before breakfast I corrected the 
proof of the critique on the life of Lord Pitsligo in Blackwood’s 
Magazine.’ After breakfast Skene and his lady and family, and Mr. 
Carr and his sisters, took their departure. Time was dawdled away 
till nearly twelve o’clock and then I could not work much. I fin- 
ished, however, a painful letter to J. Ballantyne, which I hope will 
have effect upon the nervous disorder he complains of. He must 
“ awake, arise, or be for ever fallen.” -I waiked happily and pleas- 
antly from two o’clock till four. And now I must look to Anne of 
Geierstein, Hang it ! it is not so bad after all, though I fear it will 
not be q)opular. In fact, I am almost expended ; but while I exhort 
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in my head, and could write currente calamo. The size is as I com- 
pute it about one-third larger than The Tales of my Grandfather. 
There is much to be said on both sides. Let me balance pros and 
cons after the fashion of honest Robinson Crusoe. Pro. — It is the 
sum I have been wishing for, sufficient to enable me to break the -in- 
visible but magic circle which petty debts of myself and others have 
traced round me. With common prudence I need no longer go from 
hand to mouth, or what is worse, anticipate my means. I may also 
pay offi some small shop debts, etc., belonging to the Trust, clear off 
all Anne’s embarrassment, and even make some foundation of a purse 
for her. N.B. — I think this whacking reason is like to prove the gal- 
lon of Cognac brandy, which a lady recommended as the foundation 
of a Liqueur. Stop, dear madam, if you please,” said my grand- 
father, Dr. Rutherford, “you can [add] nothing to that; it flacon- 
nade with £1000,” and a capital hit, egad. Contra. — It is terribly 
like a hack author to make an abridgement of what I have written so 
lately. Pro, — But a difference may be taken. A history may be 
written of the same country on a different plan, general where the 
other is detailed, and philosophical where it is popular. I think I 
can do this, and do it with unwashed hands too. For being hacked, 
what is it but another word for being an author ? I will take care of 
my name doubtless, but the five letters which form it must take care 
of me in turn. I never knew name or fame burn brighter by over 
chary keeping of it. Besides, there are two gallant hacks to pull 
with me. Contra. — I have a monstrous deal on hand. Let me see: 
Life of Argyll,^ and Life of Peterborough for Lockhart.* Third 
series Tales of my Grandfather — review for Gillies — new novel — end 
of Anne of Geierstein. Pro. — But I have just finished two long re- 
views for Lockhart. The third series is soon discussed. The re- 
view may be finished in three or four days, and the novel is within a 
week and less of conclusion. For the next, we must first see how 
this goes off. In fine, within six weeks, I am sure I can do the work 
and secure the independence I sigh for. Must I not make hay while 
the sun shines? Who can tell what leisure, health, and life may be 
destined to me ? 

Adjourned the debate till to-morrow morning. 

April 11. — I resumed the discussion of the bargain about the 
history. The ayes to the right, the noes to the left. The ayes have 
it — so I will write to Sir James of this date. But I will take a walk 
first, that I will. A little shaken with the conflict, for after all were 
I as I have been . “ My poverty but not my will consents.” ^ 

I have been out in a most delicious real spring day. I returned 
with my nerves strung and my mind determined. I will make this 
plunge, and with little doubt of coming off no loser in character. 

1 John, Duke of Argyll and Greenwich. ^ Romeo and Juliet^ Act v. Sc. 1. 

2 These biographies, intended tor The Family 
Library, wore never written. 
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What is given in detail may bo suppressed, general views may be 
enlarged upon, and a bird’s-eye prospect given, not the less interest- 
ing, that we have seen its prominent points nearer and in detail. I 
have been of late in a great degree free from wafered letters, sums 
to make up, notes of hand wanted, and all the worry of an embar- 
rassed man’s life. This last struggle will free me entirely, and so 
help me Heaven it shall be made I I have written to Sir James, stat- 
ing that I apprehend the terms to be £1000, namely, for one volume 
containing about one-third more than one of the volumes of Tale^ of 
my Grandfather, and agreeing to do so. Certes, few men can win a 
thousand pounds so readily. 

We dine with the Fergusons to-day at four. So off we went and 
safely returned. 

A 2 :>ril 18. — Corrected proofs. I find J. B. has not returned to 
his business, though I wrote him how necessary it was. My pity be- 
gins to give way to anger. Must he sit there and squander his 
thoughts and senses upon cloudy metaphysics and abstruse theology 
till he addles his brains entirely, and ruins his business? I have 
written to him again, letter third and, I am determined, last. 

Wrote also to the fop Reynolds, with preface to the House of 
Aspen, then to honest Joseph Train desiring he would give me some 
notion how to serve him with Messrs. Carr, and to take care to make 
his ambition moderate and feasible. 

My neighbour, Mr. Kerr of Kippielaw, struck with a palsy while 
he was looking at the hounds ; his pony remained standing by his 
side. A sudden call if a final one. 

That strange desire to leave a prescribed task and set about some- 
thing else seized me irresistibly. I yielded to it, and sat down to 
try at what speed and in what manner I could execute this job of Sir 
James Mackintosh’s, and I wrote three . leaves before rising, well 
enough, I think. The girls made a round with me. We drove to 
Chiefs wood, and from that to Janeswood, up the Rhymer’s Glen, and 
so home. This occupied from one to four. In the evening I heard 
Anne read Mr. Peel’s excellent Bill on the Police of the Metropolis, 
which goes to disband the whole generation of Dogberry and Verges. 
Wrote after tea. 

April 1 9. — I made this a busy day. I wrote on at the history 
until two o’clock, then took a gallant walk, then began reading for 
Gillies’s article. James Ferguson dined with us. We smoked and I 
became woundy sleepy. Now I have taken collar to this arrange- 
ment, I find an open sea before me which I could not have antici- 
pated, for though I should get through well enough with my expec- 
tations during the year, yet it is a great thing to have a certainty to 
be clear as a new pin of every penny of debt. There is no being 
obliged or asking favours or getting loans from some grudging friend 
who can never look at you after but with fear of losing his cash, or 
you at him without the humiliating sense of having extorted an obli- 
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gation. Besides my large debts, I have paid since I was in trouble 
at least £2000 of personal encumbrances, so no wonder my nose is 
still under water. I really believe the sense of this apparently un- 
ending struggle, schemes for retrenchment in which I was unsecond- 
ed, made me low-spirited, for the sun seems to shine brighter upon 
me as a free man. Nevertheless, devil take the necessity which makes 
me drudge like a very hack of Grub Street. 

“ May the foul fa’ the gear and the bletherie o ’t.” ^ 

I walked out with Tom’s assistance, came home, went through 
the weary work of cramming, and so forth ; wrought after tea, and 
then to bed. 

April 20. — As yesterday till two — sixteen pages of the History 
written, and not less than one-fifth of the whole book. What if they 
should be off ? I were finely help’d for throwing my time away. A 
toy ! They dare not. 

Lord Buchan is dead, a person whose immense vanity, bordering 
upon insanity, obscured, or rather eclipsed, very considerable talents. 
His imagination was so fertile that he seemed really to believe the 
extraordinary fictions which he delighted in telling. His. economy, 
most laudable in the early part of his life, when it enabled him, from 
a small income, to pay his father’s debts, became a miserable habit, 
and led him to do mean things. He had a desire to be a great man, 
and a Maecenas hon marchL The two celebrated lawyers, his brothers, 
were not more gifted by nature than I think he was, but the re- 
straints of a profession kept the eccentricity of the family in order. 
Henry Erskine was the best-natured man I ever knew, thoroughly a 
gentleman, and with but one fault: he could not say no, and thus 
sometimes misled those who trusted him. Tom Erskine was posi- 
tively mad. I have heard him tell a cock-and-a-bull story of having 
seen the ghost of his father’s servant, John Burnet, with as much 
sincerity as if li^ believed every word he was saying. Both Henry 
and Thomas were saving men, yet both died very poor. The one at 
one time possessed £200,000; the other had a considerable fortune. 
The Earl alone has died wealthy. It is saving, not getting, that is 
the mother of riches. They all had wit. The Earl’s was crack- 
brained and sometimes caustic ; Henry’s was of the very kindest, best- 
humoured, and gayest that ever cheered society ; that of Lord Ers- 
kine was moody and maddish. But I never saw him in his best days. 

Went to Haining. Time has at last touched the beautiful Mrs. 
Pringle. I wonder he was not ashamed of himself for spoiling so 
fine a form. But what cares he? Corrected proofs after dinner. 
James B. is at last at work again. 

1 ‘‘ When 1 think on the world’s pelf 

May the shame fa’ and the blethrie o ’t.” 

Burden of old Scottish Song. 
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A^gril 21. — Spent the whole morning at writing, still the History, 
such is my wilful whim. Twenty pages now finished — I suppose the 
clear fourth part of a volume. I went out, but the day being sulky 
I sat in the Conservatory, after trying a walk ! I have been glancing 
over the works for Gillies’s review, and I think on them between- 
hands while I compose the History, — an odd habit of doing two 
things at once, but it has always answered with me well enough. 

22. — Another hard day’s work at the History, now increased 
to the Bruce and Baliol period, and threatening to be too lengthy for 
the Cyclopaedia. But I will make short work with wars and battles. 
I wrote till two o’clock, and strolled with old Tom and my dogs’ till 
half-past four, hours of pleasure and healthful exercise, and to-day 
taken with ease. A letter from J. B., stating an alarm that he may 
lose the printing of a part of the Magnum. But I shall write him 
he must be his own friend, set shoulder to the wheel, and remain at 
the head of his business ; and of that I must make him aware. And 
so I set to my proofs. Better to work,” says the inscription on 
Hogarth’s Bridewell, “than stand thus.” 

April 23. — A cold blustering day — bad welcome for the poor 
lambs. I made my walk short and my task long, my work turning 
entirely on the History — all on speculation. But the post brought 
me a letter from Dr. Lardner, the manager of the Cyclopaedia, agree- 
ing to my terms ; so all is right there, and no labour tlirown away. 
The volume is to run to 400 pages ; so much the better ; I love elbow- 
room, and will have space to do something to purpose. I replied 
agreeing to his terms,. and will send him copy as soon as I have 
corrected it: The Colonel and Miss Ferguson dined with us. I 
think I drank rather a cheerful glass with my good friend. Smoked 
an extra cigar, so no more at present. 

April 25. — After writing to Mr. Cochrane,® to Oadell and J. B., 
also to Mr. Pitcairn,^ it was time to set out for Lord Buchan’s funeral. 
The funeral letters were signed by Mr. H. David Erskine, his lord- 
ship’s natural son. His nephew, the young Earl, avas present, but 
neither of them took the head of the coffin. His lordship’s funeral 
took place in a chapel amongst the ruins. His body was in the grave 
with its feet pointing westward. My cousin, Maxpopple,^ was for 
taking notice of it, but I assured him that a man who had been wrong 


1 That these afternoon rambles with the dogs 
were not always so tranquil naay be gathered 
from an incident described by Mr. Adolphus, 
in which an unsuspecting cat at a cottage door 
was demolished by Nimrod in one of his gam- 
bols. — Xt/e, vol. ix. p. 362. This deer-hound 
was an old offender. Sir Walter tells his friend 
Richardson, d apropos of a story he had just 
heard of Joanna Baillie’s cat having worried a 
dog; “It is just like her mistress, who beats 
the male race of authors out of the pit in de- 
scribing the higher passions that are more 
proper to their sex than hers. Alack-a-day! 
my poor cat Hinse, my acquaintance, and in 
some sort my friend of fifteen years, was 


snapped at even by the paynim Nimrod. What 
could I say to him but what Brantume said to 
some ferrailleur who had been too successful 
in a duel, ‘Ahl mon grand ami, vous avez tue 
mon autre grand ami.’ ” 

2 Manager of the Foreign Beviev). 

3 Robert Pitcairn, author of Criminal Trials 
in Scotland^ 3 vols. 4to. 

4 William Scott, Esq., afterwards Laird of 
Raeburn, was commonly thus designated from 
a minor possession, daring his father’s life- 
time. Wliatever, in things of this sort, used 
to be practised among the French noblesse, 
might bo traced, till very lately, in the cus- 
toms of the Scottish provincial gentry.—j, o. l. 
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in the head all his life would scarce become right-headed after 
death. I felt something at parting with this old man, though hut a 
trumpery body. He gave me the first approbation I ever obtained 
from a stranger. His caprice had led him to examine Dr. Adam’s 
class when I, a boy twelve years old, and then in disgrace for some 
aggravated case of negligence, was called up from a low bench, and 
recited my lesson with some spirit and appearance of feeling the 
poetry — it was the apparition of Hector’s ghost in the -^neid — of 
which called forth the noble Earl’s applause. I was very proud of 
this at the time. 

I was sad on another account — it was the first time I had been 
among these ruins since I left a very valued pledge there. My next 
visit may be involuntary. Even so, God’s will be done ! at least I 
have not the mortification of thinking what a deal of patronage and 
fuss Lord Buchan would bestow on my funeral.* Maxpopple dined 
and slept here with four of his family, much amused with what they 
heard and saw. By good fortune a ventriloquist and partial juggler 
came in, and we had him in the library after dinner. He was a half- 
starved wretched-looking creature, who seemed to have ate more fire 
than bread. So I caused him to be well stufied, and gave him a 
guinea, rather to his poverty than to his skill — and now to finish 
Anne of Geier stein. 

April 26. — But not a finger did I lay on the jacket of Anne, 
Looking for something, I fell in with the little drama, long missing, 
called the Loo7n of Bevorgoil. I believe it was out of mere contra- 
diction that I sat down to read and correct it, merely because I would 
not be bound to do aught that seemed compulsory. So I scribbled 
at a piece of nonsense till two o’clock, and then walked to the lake. 
At night I flung helve after hatchet, and spent the evening in reading 
the Boom of Bevorgoil to the girls, who seemed considerably inter- 
ested. Anne objects to the mingling the goblinry, which is comic, 
with the serious, which is tragic. After all, I could greatly improve 
it, and it would not be a bad composition of that odd kind to some 
picnic receptacle of all things. 

Ajyril 27. — This day must not be wasted. I breakfast with the 
Fergusons, and dine with the Brewsters. But, by Heaven, I will fin- 
ish ''Anne of Geierstein this day betwixt the two engagements. I don’t 
know why nor wherefore, but 1 hate A^ine^ I mean Anne of Geierstein^ 
the other two Annes are good girls. Accordingly I well nigh accom- 
plished my work, but about three o’clock my story fell into a slough, 
and in getting it out I lost my way, and was forced to postpone 
the conclusion till to-morrow. Wrote a good day’s work notwith- 
standing. 

April 28. — I have slept upon my puzzle, and will now finish it, 
Jove bless my pia mater ^ as I see not further impediment before me. 


Li/tj, vol. vi. p. 90. 
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The story will end, and shall end, because it must end, and so here 
goes. After this doughty resolution, I went doggedly to work, and 
finished five leaves by the time when they should meet the coach. 
But the misfortune of writing fast is that one cannot at the same 
time write concisely. I wrote two pages more in the evening. Stayed 
at home all day. Indeed, the weather — sleety, rainy, stormy — forms 
no tempting prospect. Bogie, too, who sees his flourish going to 
wreck, is looking as spiteful as an angry fiend towards the unpropi- 
tioiis heavens. So I made a day of work of it, 

“And yet the end was not.” 

April 29. — This morning I finished and sent off three pages more, 
and still there is something to write ; but I will take the broad axe 
to it, and have it ended before noon. 

This has proved impossible, and the task lasted me till nine, when 
it was finished, tant bien que mal. Now, will people say this ex> 
presses very little respect for the public ? In fact, I have very little 
respect for that dear publicum whom I am doomed to amuse, like 
Groody Trash in Bartholomew Fair^ with rattles and gingerbread ; and 
I should deal very uncandidly with those who may read my confes- 
sions were 1 to say I knew a public worth caring for or capable of 
distinguishing the nicer beauties of composition. They weigh good 
and evil qualities by the pound. Get a good name and you may 
write trash. Get a bad one and you may write like Homer, without 
pleasing a single reader. I am, perhaps, V enfant gate de mcces^ but I 
am brought to the stake, ^ and must perforce stand the course. 

Having finished Anne^ I began and revised fifteen leaves of tlie 
History, and sent them to Dr. Lardner. I think they read more trashy 
than I expected. But when could I ever please myself, even when I 
have most pleased others ? Then I walked about two hours by the 
thicket and river-side, watching the appearance of spring, which, as 
Coleridge says — 

“ Comes slowly up this way.” 

After dinner and tea I resumed the task of correction, which is an 
odious one, but must be attempted, ay, and accomplished too. 

April 30. — Dr. Jolinson enjoins Bozzy to leave out of his diary 
all notices of the weather as insignificant. It may be so to an inhab- 
itant of Bolt Court, in Fleet Street, who need care little whether it 
rains or snows, except the shilling which it may cost him for a Jarvic ; 


1 “They have ty’d me to a state; I cannot fly, 

But bear-like I must fight the course.” 

—Macbeth, Act v- Sc. 7. 

2 The work was published in May under the 
following title : — ‘■'■Anne of Geierstein, or The 
Maiden of the Mist. By the Author of Waver- 
ley^ eta 


What! will the aspiring blood of Lancaster 
Sink in tlie ground? Smakk.spkakb. 

In three volumes, Edinburgh : Printed for Ca- 
dell & Co., Edinburgh; and Sirnpkiu & Mar- 
shall, London, 1829. (At the end) Edinburgh: 
Printed by Ballantyne k Company, Paul’s 
Work, Canungate.” 
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but when I wake and find a snow skower sweeping along, and destroy- 
ing hundreds perhaps of young lambs, and famishing their mothers, I 
must consider it as worth noting. For my own poor share, I am as 
indifferent as any Grub Streeter of them all — 

“ And since ’tis a bad day, 

Rise up, rise up, my merry men, 

And use it as you may.” 

I have accordingly been busy. The weather did not permit me to go 
beyond the courtyard, for it continued cold and rainy. I have em- 
ployed the day in correcting the history for Cyclopaedia as far as 
page 35, exclusive, and have sent it off, or shall to-morrow. I wish 
I knew how it would run out. Dr. Lardner’s measure is a large one, 
but so much the better. I like to have ample verge and space enough, 
and a mere abridgment would be discreditable. Well, nobody can 
say I eat the bread of idleness. Why should I ? Those who do not 
work from necessity take violent labour from choice, and were neces- 
sity out of the question I would take the same sort of literary labour 
from choice — something more leisurely though. 



MAF 


May 1. — Weather more tolerable. I commenced my review on 
the Duke of Guise’s Expedition,' for my poor correspondent Gillies, 
with six leaves. What a curious tale that is of Masaniello ! I went 
to Huntly Burn in the sociable, and returned on foot, to my great re- 
freshment. Evening as usual. Ate, drank, smoked, and wrote. 

May 2. — A pitiful day of rain and wind. Laboured the whole 
morning at Gillies’s review. It is a fine subject — the Duke of Guise 
at Naples — and I think not very much known, though tlie story of 
Masaniello is. 

I have a letter from Dr. Lardner proposing to me to publish the 
history in June. But I dare not undertake it in so short a space, 
proof-sheets and all considered ; it must be October — no help for it.’-* 
Worked after dinner as usual. 

May 3. — The very same diary might serve this day as the last. I 
sent off to Gillies half his review, and I wish the other half at Old 
Nick. 

May 4. — A poor young woman came here this morning, well-dress- 
ed and well-behaved, with a strong northern accent. She talked in- 
coherently a long story of a brother and a lover both dead. I would 
have kept her here till I wrote to her friends, particularly to Mr. Suth- 
erland (an Aberdeen bookseller), to inform them where she is, but my 
daughter and her maidens were frightened, as indeed there might be 
room for it, and so I sent her in one of Davidson’s chaises to the cas- 
tle at Jedburgh, and wrote to Mr. Shortreed to see she is humanely 
treated. I have written also to her brother. 


“Long shall I see these things forlorn, 

And long again their sorrows feel.” 

The rest was write, walk, eat, smoke ; smoke, and write again. 

May 5. — A moist rainy day, mild, however, and promising good 
weather. I sat at my desk the whole day, and worked at Gillies’s re- 
view. So was the day exhausted. 

May 6. — I sent off the review. Received the sheets of the Secret 
Tribunal from Master Reynolds. Keith Scott, a grandson of James 
Scott, my father’s cousin-german, came here, a fine lively boy with 


1 See Foreign Quarterly Review, vol. Iv. p. 
355. 

^ This .short History of Scotland, it was found, 
could not be comprised in a single volume, and 


the publishers handsomely agreed to give the 
author £1500 for two volumes, forming the Urst 
and fourth issues of thoir own Cabinet Cyctopie- 
dia, the publication of which was commenced 
before the end of the year. 
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good spirits and amiable manners. Just when I had sent off the rest 
of Gillies’s manuscript, W. Laidlaw came, so I had him for my com- 
panion in a walk which the late weather has prevented for one or two 
days. Colonel and Mrs. Ferguson, and Margaret Ferguson, came to 
dinner, and so passed the evening. 

May 7. — Captain Percy, brother of Lord Lovaine, and son of Lord 
Beverley, came out to dinner. Dr. and Mrs. Brewster met him. He 
is like his brother. Lord Lovaine, an amiable, easy, and accomplished 
man, who has seen a great deal of service, and roamed about with 
tribes of Western Indians. 

May 8. — Went up Yarrow with Captain Percy, which made a com- 
plete day’s idleness, for which I have little apology to offer. I heard 
at the same time from the President^ that Sir Robert Dundas is very 
unwell, so I must be in Edinburgh on Monday 11th. Very disagree- 
able, now the weather is becoming pleasant. 

May 9. — Captain Percy left us at one o’clock. He has a sense of 
humour, and aptness of comprehension which renders him an agree- 
able companion. I am sorry his visit has made me a little idle, but 
there is no help for it. 

I have done everything to-day previous to my going away, but — 
qxie faut-il faire ? one must see society now and then, and this is real- 
ly an agreeable man. And so, transeat ille, I walked, and was so 
fatigued as to sleep, and now I will attack John Lockhart’s proof- 
sheets, of which he has sent me a revise. In the evening I corrected 
proofs for the review. 

May 10. — This must be a day of preparation, which I hate; yet 
it is but laying aside a few books, and arranging a few papers, and 
yet my nerves are fluttered, and I make blunders, and mislay my pen 
and my keys, and make more confusion than I can repair. After all, 
I will try for once to do it steadily. 

Well ! I have toiled through it ; it is like a ground swell in the 
sea that brings up all that is disgusting from the bottom — admonitory 
letters — unpaid bills — ^few of these, thank my stars ! — all that one 
would wish to forget perks itself up in your face at a thorough red- 
ding up — devil tak^e it, I will get out and cool the fever that this tur- 
moil has made in my veins 1 The delightful spring weather conjured 
down the evil spirit. I sat a long time with my nerves shaking like 
a frightened child, and then laughed at it all by the side of the river, 
coming back by the thicket. 

May 11, \_EdinburgK \. — We passed the morning in the little ar- 
rangements previous to our departure, and then returned at night 
to Edinburgh, bringing Keith Scott along. This boy’s grandfather, 
James Scott by name, very clever and particularly well acquainted 
wdth Indian customs and manners. He was one of the first settlers 
in Prince of Wales Island. He was an active-minded man, and there- 


1 Right Hon. Charles Hope. 
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fore wrote a great deal. I have seen a tnmkful of his mss. Unhap- 
pily, instead of writing upon some subject on which he might have 
conveyed information he took to writing on metaphysics, and lost 
both his candles and his labour. I was consulted about publishing 
some part of his works ; but could not recommend it. They were 
shallow essays, with a good deal of infidelity exhibited. Yet James 
Scott was a very clever man. He only fell into the common mistake 
of supposing that arguments new to him were new to all others. His 
son, when I knew him long since in this country, was an ordinary man 
enough. This boy seems smart and clever. We reached the house 
in the evening ; it was comfortable enough considering it had been 
shut up for two months. I found a letter from Cadell asserting his 
continued hope in the success of the Magnum. I begin to be jealous 
on the subject, but I will know to-morrow. 

May 12. — Went to Parliament House. Sir Robert Dundas very 
unwell. Poor Hamilton on his back with the gout. So was obliged 
to have the assistance of Rolland^ from the Second Division. Saw 
Cadell on the way home. I was right : he had been disappointed in 
his expectations from Glasgow and other mercantile places where 
trade is low at present. But 


“Tidings did he bring of Africa and golden joys.” 


The Magnum has taken extremely in Ireland, which was little count- 
ed on, and elsewhere. Hence he proposes a new edition of Tales of 
my Grandfather^ First Series; also an enlargement of the Third Se- 
ries. All this drives poverty and pinch, which is kSo like poverty, 
from the door. 

I visited Lady J. S., and had the pleasure to find her well. I 
wrote a little, and got over a place that bothered me. Cadell has 
apprehensions of A\nne\ of 0\eierstein\ so have I. Well, the worst 
of it is, we must do something better.® 

May 13. — Attended the Court, which took up a gbod deal of 
time. On my return saw Sir Robert Dun das, who is better — and ex- 
pects to be out on Tuesday. I went to the Highland Society to pre- 


1 Adam Rolland, Principal Cleric of Session, 
a nepliew of Adam Rolland of Gask, who was 
in some respects the prototype of Ploydell, 
and whose face and figure have been made fa- 
miliar to the present generation by Raeburn’s 
masterpiece of portraiture, now in the posses- 
sion of Miss Abercrombie, Edinburgh. 

2 Sir Walter had written to Mr. Lockhart on 
8tli May: — “Anne of Geierstein is concluded; 
but as I do not like her myself, I do not expect 
she will be popular.” 

As a contrast to the criticisms of the printer 
and publisher, and a comment upon the au- 
thor’s own apprehensions, the subjoined ex- 
tract from a letter written by Mr. G. P. R, 
James may be given: — “When I first read 
Anne of Geierstein I will own that the multi- 


tude of surpassing boaiities which it contained 
Irightonod me, but I find tliat after having read 
it the public mind reiiuired to bo let gently 
down from the tone of, excitement to which it 
had been raised, and wa.s contented to pausii at 
my book {Michelieu), as a man wlio has been 
enjoying a fine prospect from a high hill stops 
before he reaches the valley to take another 
look, though half the beauty be already lost. 

. . . You cannot think how I long to acquit 
myself of the obligations which I lie under 
towards you, but I am afraid tluit fortune, who 
ha.s given you both the will and the power to 
confer such great favours upon me, has not in 
any degree enabled me to aid or assist you in 
return.” 
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sent Miss Graliame Stirling’s book, being a translation of Gelieu’s 
work on bees,‘ which was well received. Went with the girls to 
dine at Dalhousie Castle, where we were very kindly received. I saw 
the Edgewell Tree,^ too fatal, says Allan Ramsay, to the family from 
which he was himself descended. I also saw the fatal Coalston 
Pear,^ said to have been preserved many hundred years. It is cer- 
tainly a pear either petrified or turned into wood, with a bit out of 
one side of it. 

It is a pity to see my old school-companion, this fine true-hearted 
nobleman of such an ancient and noble descent, after having followed 
the British flag through all quarters of the world, again obliged to 
resume his wanderings at a time of life equal, I suppose, to my own. 
He has not, however, a grey hair in his head. 

May 14. — Left Dalhousie at eight to return here to breakfast, 
where we received cold tidings. Walter has had an inflammatory 
attack, and I fear it will be necessary to him to return without delay 
to the Continent. I have letters from Sophia and Sir Andrew Halli- 
day. The last has been of the utmost service, by bleeding and ad- 
vising active measures. How little one knows to whom they are to 
be obliged ! I wrote to him and to Jane, recommending the Ionian 
Islands, where Sir Frederick Adam would, I am sure, give Walter a 
post on his staff. The kind old Chief Commissioner at once inter- 
ested himself in the matter. It makes me inexpressibly anxious, yet 
I have kept up my determination not to let the chances of fate over- 
come me like a summer’s-cloud.* I wrote four or five pages of the 
History to-day, notwithstanding the agitation of my feelings. 

May 15. — ^Attended the Court, where Mr. Rolland and I had the 
duty of the First Division ; Sir Robert and Hamilton being both laid 
up. Dined at Granton and met Lord and Lady Dalhousie, Sir John 
Hope, etc. I have spelled out some work this day, though I have 
been rather knocked about. 

May 16. — After the Court this day I went to vote at the Archers’ 
Hall, where some of the members had become restive. They were 
outvoted two to one. There had been no division in the Royal 
Body Guard since its commencement, but these times make divisions 
everywhere. A letter from Lockhart brings better news of Walter, 
but my heart is heavy on the subject. I went on with my History, 
however, for the point in this world is to do what we ought, and bear 
what we must. 

1 The Bee Preserver, or Practical Directions sae.” — Allan Ramsay’s FbrZ», vol. i, p. 329: 

for the Management and Preservation of Hives. “ Stocks in 1T20.” 2 vols. 8vo, Lond. 1800. 
Translated from the French of J. De Gelieu. The tree is still flourishing [1889], and the 
1829. belief in its sympathy with the family is not 

2 “An oak tree which grows by the side of yet extinct, as an old forester, on seeing a 
a fine spring near the Castle of Dalhousie; very large branch fall from it on a quiet still day in 
much observed by the country people, who July, 1874, exclaimed, “The laird’s deed noo !” 
give out that before any of the family died a and accordingly news came soon after that Fox 
branch fell from the Edgewell Tree. The old Maule, 11th Earl of Dalhousie, had died. 

tree some few years ago fell altogether, but 3 The Coalstoun Pear was removed from Dal- 

another sprang from the same root, which is housie to Coalstoun House in 1861. 
now [1720] tall and flourishing ; ana lang be it ^ Macbeth, Act iii. Sc. 4. 
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Dined at home and wrote in the evening. 

May 17. — I never stirred from my seat all this day. My reflec- 
tions, as suggested by Walter’s illness, v^ere highly uncomfortable ; 
and to divert it I wrought the whole day, save when I ^as obliged 
to stop and lean my head on my hand. Real affliction, however, has 
something in it by which it is sanctified. It is a weight which, how- 
ever oppressive, may like a bar of iron- be conveniently disposed on 
the sufferer’s person. But the insiibstantiality of a hypochondriac 
affection is one of its greatest torments. You have a huge feather- 
bed on your shoulders, which rather encumbers and oppresses you 
than calls forth strength and exertion to bear it. There is something 
like madness in that opinion, and yet it has a touch of reality. 
Heaven help me ! 

May 18. — I resolved to take exercise to-day, so only wrought till 
twelve. I sent off some sheets and copy to Dr. Lardner. I find my 
written page goes as better than one to two of his print, so a little 
more than one hundred and ninety of my writing will make up the 
sum wanted. I sent him off as far as page sixty -two. Went to Mr. 
Colvin Smith’s at one, and sat for my picture to three. There must 
be an end of this sitting. It devours my time. 

I wrote in the evening to Walter, James MacCulloch, to Dr. Lard- 
ner, and others, and settled some other correspondence. 

May 19. — I went to the Court, and abode there till about one, 
and in the Library from one to two, when I was forced to attend a 
public meeting about the King’s statue. I have no turn for these 
committees, and yet I get always jamm’d into them. They take up 
a cruel deal of time in a way very unsatisfactory. Dined at home, 
and wrought hard. I shall be through the Bruce’s reign. It is 
lengthy ; but, hang it, it was our only halcyon period. I shall be 
soon done with one-half of the thousand pound’s worth. 

May 20. — Mr. Cadell breakfasted with us, with a youngster for 
whom he wants a letter to the Commander or Governor of Bombay. 
After breakfast C. and I had some talk of business. His tidings, like 
those of ancient Pistol, are of Africa and golden joys. He is sure 
of selling at the starting 8000 copies of the Magnum^ at a profit of 
£70 per 1000 — that is, per month. This seems certain. But he 
thinks the sale will rise to 12,000, which will be £280 more, or £840 
in all. This will tell out a gross divisible profit of upwards of £25,- 
000. This is not unlikely, but after this comes a series of twenty 
volumes at least, which produce only half that quantity indeed ; but 
then the whole profits, save commissions, are the author’s. That will 
come to as much as the former, say £50,000 in all. This supposes I 
carry on the works of fiction for two or three novels more. But be- 
sides all this, Cadell entertains a plan of selling a cheaper edition by 
numbers and numbermen, on which he gives half the selling price. 
One man, Mr. Ireland, offers to take 10,000 copies of the Magnum and 
talks of 25,000. This allows a profit of £50 per thousand copies, 
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not much worse than the larger copy, and Cadell thinks to carry on 
both. I doubt this. I have great apprehension that these interlo- 
pers would disgust the regular trade, with whom we are already deep- 
ly engaged. I also foresee selling the worst copies at the higher 
price. All this must be thought and cared for. In the meantime, I 
see a fund, from which large payments may be made to the Trustees, 
capable of extinguishing the debt, large as it is, in ten years or ear- 
lier, and leaving a reversion to my family of the copyrights. Sweet 
bodements^ — good — but we must not reckon our chickens before 
they are hatched, though they are chipping the shell now. We will 
see how the stream takes. 

Dined at a public dinner given to the excellent Lord Dalhousie 
before his departure for India. An odd way of testifying respect to 
public characters, by eating, drinking, and roaring. The names, how- 
ever, will make a good show in the papers. Home at ten. Good 
news from Sophia and Walter. I am zealous for the Mediterranean 
when the season comes, which may be the beginning of September. 

May 21. — This is only the 23d on which I write, yet I have for- 
gotten anything that has passed on the 21st worthy of note. I wrote 
a good deal, I know, and dined at home. The step of time is noise- 
less as it passes over an old man. The non est tanti mingles itself with 
everything. 

May 22. — I was detained long in the Court, though Ham. had re- 
turned to his labour. We dined with Captain Basil Hall, and met a 
Mr. Codman, or some such name, with his lady from Boston. The 
last a pleasant and well - mannered woman, the husband Bostonian 
enough. We had Sir William Arbuthnot, besides, and his lady. 

By-the-bye, I should have remembered that I called on my old 
friend, Lady Charlotte Campbell, and found her in her usual good- 
humour, though miffed a little — I suspect at the history of Gillespie 
Grumach in the Legend of Montrose. I saw Haining also, looking 
thin and pale. These should have gone to the memorandum of yes- 
terday. 

May 23. — Went to-day to call on the Commissioner,® and saw, at 
his Grace’s Levee, the celebrated divine, soi-disant prophet, Irving.® 
He is a fine-looking man (bating a diabolical squint), with talent on 
his brow and madness in his eye. His dress, and the arrangement 
of his hair, indicated that much attention had been bestowed on his 
externals, and led me to suspect a degree of self-conceit, consistent 
both with genius and insanity. 

Came home by Cadell’s, who persists in his visions of El Dorado. 
He insists that I will probabh’^ bring £60,000 within six years to rub 
off all Constable’s debts, which that sum will do with a vengeance. 

^ Macbeth. Act iv. Sc. 1. ^ Rev. Edward Irving, minister of the Scot- 

2 Lord Forbes was at this time His Majesty’s tish Church in London, was deposed March, 
High Commissioner to the General Assembly 1833, and died Dec. 183i, aged forty-two. 
of the Church of Scotland: he had been ap- 
pointed in 1826. 
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Cadell talks of offering for tlie Poetry to Longman. T fear they will 
not listen to him. The Napoleon he can command when he likes by 
purchasing their stock in hand. The lives of the Novelists may also 
be had. 'Pleasant schemes all these, but dangerous to build upon. 
Yet in looking at the powerful machine which we have put in motion, 
it must be owned “ as broken ships have come to land.” 

Waited on the Commissioner at five o’clock, and had the pleasure 
to remain till eight, when the debate in the Assembly was over. The 
question which employed their eloquence was whether the celebrated 
Mr. Irving could sit there as a ruling elder.’ It was settled, I think 
justly, that a divine, being of a different order of officers in the Kirk, 
cannot assume the character of a ruling elder, seeing he cannot dis- 
charge its duties. 

Mr. Irving dined with us. I could hardly keep my eyes off 
him while we were at table. He put me in mind of the devil dis- 
guised as an angel of light, so ill did that horrible obliquity of vision 
harmonise with the dark tranquil features of his face, resembling that 
of our Saviour in Italian pictures, with the hair carefully arranged in 
the same manner. There was much real or affected simplicity in the 
manner in which he spoke. He rather 7nade play^ and spoke much 
across the table to the Solicitor, and seemed to be good-humoured. 
But he. spoke with that kind of unction which is nearly [allied] to 
cajolerie. He boasted much of the tens of thousands that attended 
his ministry at the town of Annan, his native place, till he wcllnigh 
provoked me to say he was a- distinguished exception to the rule that 
a prophet was not esteemed in his own country. But time and place 
were not fitting. 

May 24. — I wrote or wrought all the morning, yea, even to dinner- 
time. Miss Kerr, and Mrs. Skene, and Will Clerk dined. Skene came 
from the Commissioner’s at seven o’clock. We had a merry evening. 
Clerk exults in the miscarriage of the Bill for the augmentation of 
the judges’ salaries. He and the other clerks in the Jury Court had 
hoped to have had a share in the proposed measure, but the Court 
had considered it as being nos poma natamus. I kept our friends 
quiet by declining to move in a matter which was to expose us to the 
insult of a certain refusal. Clerk, with his usual felicity of quota- 
tion, said they should have remembered the Clown’s exhortation to 
Lear, “ Good nuncle, tarry and take the fool with you.”® 

May 25. — Wrote in the morning. Dr. Macintosh Mackay came 
to breakfast, and brought with him, to show me, the Young Cheva- 
lier’s target, purse, and snuff-box, the property of Cluny MaePherson. 
The pistols are for holsters, and no way remarkable ; a good service- 
able pair of weapons silver mounted. The targe is very handsome 
indeed, studded with ornaments of silver, chiefly emblematic, chosen 
with much taste of device and happily executed. There is a con- 

1 That is as a lay-memher of the General As- ^ Lmr. Act i. Sc. 4. 
sembly of the Church of Scotland. 
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trast betwixt tbe shield and purse, the targe being large and heavy, 
the purse, though very handsome, unusually small and light. After 
one o’clock I saw the Duke and Duchess of Gordon ; then went to 
Mr. Smith’s to finish a painting for the last time. The Duchess 
called with a Swiss ladyi to introduce me to her friend, while I was 
doing penance. I was heartily glad to see her Grace once more. 
Called in at Cadell’s. His orders continue so thick that he must 
postpone the delivery for several days, to get new engravings thrown 
off, etc. Vogue la galere! From all that now appears, I shall be 
much better ofi in two or three years than if my misfortunes had 
never taken place. Periissem ni periissem. 

Dined at a dinner given by the Antiquarian Society to Mr. Hay 
Drummond, Secretary to the Society, now going Consul to Tangiers. 
It was an excellent dinner — turtle, champagne, and all the agremens 
of a capital meal, for £1, 6s. a-head. How Barry managed I can’t 
say. The object of this compliment spoke and drank wine inces- 
santly ; good-naturedly delighted with the compliment, which he re- 
peatedly assured me he valued more than a hundred pounds. I take 
it that after my departure, which was early, it would be necessary to 
“ carry Mr. Silence to bed.” ^ 

May 26. — The business at the Court heavy. Dined at Gala’s, 
and had the pleasure to see him in amended health. Sir John and 
Lady Hope were there, and the evening was lively and pleasant. 
George Square is always a melancholy place for me. I was dining 
next door to my father’s former house.* 

j\fay 21 . — I got up the additional notes for the Waverley Nov- 
els. They seem to be setting sail with a favourable wind. I had to- 
day a most kind and friendly letter from the Duke of Wellington, 
which is a thing to be vain of. He is a most wonderful man to have 
climbed to such a height without ever slipping his foot. "WTio would 
have said in 1815 that the Duke would stand still higher in 182.9, 
and yet it indubitably is so. We dined with Lady Charlotte Camp- 
bell, now Lady Charlotte Bury, and her husband, who is an egregious 
fop but a fine draughtsman. Here is another day gone without work 
in the evening. 

May 28. — The Court as usual till one o’clock. But I forgot to 
say Mr. Mackintosh Mackay breakfasted, and inspected my curious 
Irish MS., which Dr. Brinkley gave me." Mr. Mackay, I should say 
Doctor, who well deserved the name, reads it with tolerable ease, so I 
hope to knock the marrow out of the bone with his assistance. I 
came home and despatched proof-sheets and revises for Dr. Lardner. 
I saw kind John Gibson, and made him happy with the fair prospects 


1 2d Hem'y IV., Act v. Sc. 3. 

2 No. 25. 

2 The manuscript referred to is now at Ab- 
botsford. It is a small quarto of 8|- X 6^ inches, 
bound in old mottled leather, and consisting 
of 251 leaves of paper, written on both sides in 
the Irish character, apparently in the reign of 


James vi. It bears the following inscription 
in Sir Walter’s hand:— “The kind donor of this 
book is the Right Rev. Bishop of Cloyne, famed 
for his skill in science, and especially as an 
astronomer.” For contents of vol. see Appen- 
dix. Dr. John Brinkley. Bishop of Cloyne, was 
Astronomer Royal for Ireland. 
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of tlie Magnum. He quite agrees in my views. A young clergy^ 
man, named M'Combie, from Aberdeenshire, also called to-day. I 
have had some consideration about the renewal or re-translation of 
the Psalmody. I had peculiar views adverse to such an undertak- 
ing.^ In the first place, it would be highly unpopular with the lower 
and more ignorant rank, many of whom have no idea of the change 
which those spiritual poems have suffered in translation, but consider 
their old translations as the very songs which David composed. At 
any rate, the lower class think that our fathers were holier and better 
men than we, and that to abandon their old hymns of devotion, in 
order to grace them with newer and more modish expression, would 
be a kind of sacrilege. Even the best informed, who think on the 
subject, must be of opinion that even the somewhat bald and rude 
language and versification of the Psalmody gives them an antique 
and venerable air, and their want of the popular graces of modish 
poetry shows they belong to a style where ornaments are not re- 
quired They contain, besides, the very words which were spoken 
and sung by the fathers of the Reformation, sometimes in the wilder- 
ness, sometimes in fetters, sometimes at the stake. If a Church pos- 
sessed the vessels out of which the original Reformers partook of the 
Eucharist, it would be surely bad taste to melt them down and ex- 
change them for more modern. No, no. Let them write hymns and 
paraphrases if they will, but let us have still 

“All people that on earth do dwell!”* 


Law and devotion must lose some of their dignity as often as they 
adopt new fashions. 

May 30. — The Skehes came in to supper last night. Dr. Scott 
of Haslar Hospital came to breakfast, lie is a nephew of Scott of 
Scalloway, who is one of the largest proprietors in Shetland. I have 
an agreeable recollection of the kindness and hospitality of these re- 
mote isles, and of this gentleman’s connections in particular, who 
welcomed me both as a stranger and a Scott, being duly tenacious of 
their clan. This young gentleman is high in the medical department 
of the navy. He tells me that the Ultima Thule is improving rap- 
idly. The old clumsy plough is laid aside. They have built several 
stout sloops to go to the deep-sea fishing, instead of going thither in 


* Sco letter to Principal Baird, ante, p. 270 n. 

2 The first lino of the Scottish metrical ver- 
sion of the hundredth Psalm. Mr. Lockhart 
tells us, in his alfocting account of Sir Walter’s 
illness, that his love for the old metrical ver- 
sion of the Psalms continued unabated to the 
end. A story has been told, on the authority 
of the nurse in attendance, that on the morn- 
ing of the day on which ho died, viz., on the 
21st Sept. 1832, he opened his eyes once more, 
quite conscious, and calmly asked her to read 


to him a psalm. She proceeded to do so, when 
ho gently interposed, saying, “No! nol tho 
Scotch Psalms.” After reading to him a little 
while, he expressed a wish to bo moved nearer 
the window, through which ho looked long and 
earnestly up and down the valley and towards 
the sky, and then on tho woman’s face, saying: 
“/’Zi know it all before nighV This story will 
find some confirmation from the entry in tho 
Journal under September 24, 1830: “I think I 
will he in the scci'ct next week, unless I recruit 
greatly.” 
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open boats, wbicb consumed so mucb time between tbe shore and 
the haaf or fishing spot. Pity but they would use a steam-boat to 
tow them out ! I have a real wish to hear of Zetland’s advantage. 
I often think of its long isles, its towering precipices, its capes cov- 
ered with sea-fowl of every class and description that ornithology 
can find names for, its deep caves, its smoked geese, and its sour sil- 
locks. I would like to see it again. After the Court I came round 
by Cadell, who is like Jemmy Taylor, 

“Full of mirth and full of glee,” 

for which he has good reason, having raised the impression of the 
Magnum to 12,000 copies, and yet the end is not, for the only puz- 
zle now is how to satisfy the delivery fast enough.^ 

May 31 . — We dined at Craigcrook with Jeffrey. It is a most 
beautiful place, tastefully planted with shrubs and trees, and so se- 
questered, that after turning into the little avenue, all symptoms of 
the town are left behind you. He positively gives up the Edinburgh 
Beview.^ A very pleasant evening. Eather a glass of wine too much, 
for I was heated during the night. Very good news of Walter. 

1 In a letter to his son at this time he says * Jeffrey, who had just retired from the edi- 
the “sale of the Novels is pro-di-gi-ous. If it torship of the Edinburgh Review^ was succeed- 
last but a few years it will clear my feet of old ed by Macvey Napier, whose first No. was pub- 
encumbrances. vol. ix. p. 32. lished in October, 1829. 
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1 . — Being Sunday I remained to work the whole day, and 
finished half of the proposed volume of History. I was not dis- 
turbed the whole day, a thing rather unusual. 

June 2. — Received Mr. fees of London and Col. Ferguson to 
breakfast. Mr. Rees is clearly of opinion our scheme (the Magnum) 
must answer.^ I got to letter-writing after breakfast, and cleared off 
old scores in some degree. Dr. Ross called and would hardly hear of 
my going out. I was obliged, however, to attend the meeting of 
the trustees for the Theatre.^ The question to be decided was, 
whether we should embrace an option left to us of taking the old 
Theatre at a valuation, or whether we should leave it to Mrs. Siddons 
and Mr. Murray to make the best of it. There were present Sir Pat- 
rick Murray, BarOn Hume, Lord Provost, Sir John Hay, Mr. Gilbert 
Innes, and myself. We were all of opinion that personally we ought 
to have nothing to do with it. But I thought as trustees for the pub- 
lic, we were bound to let the public know how the matter stood, and 
that they might, if they pleased, have the theatrical property for 
£16,000, which is dog cheap. They were all clear to give it up (the 
right of reversion) to Mrs. Siddons. I am glad she should have it, 
for she is an excellent person, and so is her brother. But I think it 
has been a little jobbish. There is a clause providing the new pat- 
entees may redeem. I desired that the circumstance should be noted, 
that we were only exercising our own judgment, leaving tlie future 
trustees to exercise theirs. I rather insisted that there should be 
some saving clause of this kind, even for the sake of our honour. 
But I could not prevail upon my colleagues to put such a saving 
clause on the minutes, though they agreed to .the possibility of the 
new patentees redeeming on behalf of the public. 1 do not think we 
have done right. 

I called on Mr. Cadell, whose reports of the Magnum might fill up 
the dreams of Alnaschar should he sleep as long as tlic seven sleep- 
ers. The rest was labour and letters till. bed-time. 

June 3. — The ugly symptoms still continue. Dr. Ross docs not 
make much of it, and I think he is apt to look grave.® I wrote in 


1 The first volume had just been issued with 
a dedication to the King. The series was com- 
pleted in 48 vols., published at the beginning 
of each month, between 1829-33, and the cir- 
culation went on increasing nntii it reached 
36,000 monthly. 


2 Theatre Royal, Edinburgh, which stood at 
that time in SImkc.spearo Square, the site of 
tho present General Fost-Olllco. 

3 Mr. Lockhart remarks that, besides tho 
usual allowance of rheumatism, and other less- 
er ailments, Sir Walter had an attack that 
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tlie morning. Dr. Macintosli Mackay came to breakfast, and brought 
a Gaelic book, which he has published — ^the Poetry of Kob Donn — 
some of which seems pretty as he explained it. Court kept me till 
near two, and then home comes 1. Afternoon and evening was spent 
as usual. In the evening Dr. Eoss ordered me to be cupped, an op- 
eration which I only knew from its being practised by that eminent 
medical practitioner the barber of Bagdad. It is not painful ; and, I 
think, resembles a giant twisting about your flesh between his finger 
and thumb. 

June 4. — I was obliged to absent myself from the Court on Dr. 
Boss’s positive instance ; and, what is worse, I was compelled to send 
an apology to Hopetoun House, where I expected to see Madame 
Caradori, who was to sing Jock of Hazeldean. I wrote the song for 
Sophia; and I find my friends here still prefer her to the foreign syren. 

“ However, Madame Caradori, 

To miss you I am very sorry, 

I should have taken it for glory 

To have heard you sing my Border story.” 

I worked at the Tale$ of wy Grandfather^ but leisurely. 

June 5. — Cadell came to dine with me tHe-d-tete, for the girls are 
gone to Hopetoun House, We had ample matter to converse upon, 
for his horn was full of good news. While we were at dinner we had 
letters from London and Ireland, which decided him to raise the im- 
pression of Waverley to 15,000. This, with 10,000 on the number 
line which Ireland is willing to take, will make £18,000 a year of di- 
visible profit. This leads to a further speculation, as I said, of great 
importance. Longman & Co. have agreed to sell their stock on 
hand of the Poetry, in which they have certain shares, their shares 
included, for £8000. Cadell thinks he could, by selling oS at cheap 
rates, sorting, making waste, etc., get rid of the stock for about £5000, 
leaving £3000 for the purchase of the copyrights, and proposes to 
close the bargain as much cheaper as he can, but at all events to close 
it. Whatever shall fall short of the price returned by the stock, 
the sale of which shall be entirely at his risk, shall be reckoned as 
the price of the copyright, and we shall pay half of that balance. I 
had no hesitation in authorising him to proceed in his bargain with 
Owen Bees of Longman’s house upon that principle. For supposing, 
according to Cadell’s present idea, the loss on the stock shall amount 
to £2000 or £3000, the possession of the entire copyright undivided 
would enable us, calculating upon similar success to that of the Nov- 
els, to make at least £500 per cent. Longman & Co. have indeed an 
excellent bargain, but then so will we. We pay dear indeed for what 


season of a nature which gave his family great of headache and nervous irritation, certain 
alarm, and which for some days he himself re- haemorrhages indicated the sort of relief re- 
garded with the darkest prognostications. Aft- quired, and he obtained it from copious cap- 
er some weeks, during which he complained ping.— Z-j/e, vol. ix. p. 327~S. 
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the ostensible subject of sale is, but if it sets free almost the whole 
of our copyrights, and places them in our own hands, we get a most 
valuable quid pro quo. There is only one-fourth, I think, of Marmion 
in Mr* Murray’s hands, and it must be the deuce if that cannot be [se- 
cured]/ Mr. Cadell proposed that, as he took the whole books on 
his risk, he ought to have compensation, and that it should consist in 
the sum to be given to me for arranging and making additions to the 
volumes of Poetry thus to be republished. I objected to this, for in 
the first place he may suffer no loss, for the books may go off more 
rapidly than he thinks or expects. In the second place, I do not 
know what my labours in the Poetry may be. In either case it is a 
blind bargain ; but if he should be a sufferer beyond the clear half 
of the loss, which we agree to share with him, I agreed to make him 
some compensation, and he is willing to take what I shall think just ; 
so stands our bargain. Remained at home and wrote about four pages 
of Tales, I should have done more, but my head, as Squire Sullen 
says, aiked consumedly.” ^ Rees has given Cadell a written offer to 
be binding till the twelfth ; meantime I have written to Lockhart to 
ask John Murray if he will treat for the fourth share of Marmion^ 
which he possesses. It can be worth but little to him, and gives us 
all the copyrights. I have a letter from Sir Thomas Dick Lauder, 
touching a manuscript of Messrs. Hay Allan called the Vestiarium 
Scoti(B by a Sir Richard Forrester. If it is an imposition it is clev- 
erly done, but I doubt the quarter it comes from. These Hay Allans 
' are men of warm imaginations. It makes the strange averment that 
all the Low-Country gentlemen and border clans wore tartan, and 
gives sets of them all. I must see the manuscript before I believe 
in it. The Allans are singular men, of much accomplishment but 
little probity — that is, in antiquarian matters. Cadell lent me £10, 
— funny enough, after all our grand expectations, for Croesus to want 
such a gratility ! 

June 7. — I rose at seven, and wrote to Sir Thomas Lauder a long 
warning on the subject of these Allans and their manuscript.* Pro- 


1 See infra, p. 472. 

2 The Beaux's Stratagem; Farquhar, 

8 Through the courtesy of Miss Dick Lauder 
I am enabled to give the letter referred to:— 

“My dear Sir Thomas, — I received your 
kind letter and interesting communication 
yesterday, and hasten to reply, 1 am asham- 
ed of the limited hospitality.^^was able to oflTer 
Mr. Lauder, but circumstance permitted me 
no more. I was much pleased wuth his lively 
and intelligent manners, and hope he will live 
to be a comfort and a credit to Lady Lauder 
and you. 

“I need not say I have the greatest interest 
in the ms. which you mention. In case it shall 
really prove an authentic document, there 
would not be the least difficulty in getting the 
Bannatyne Club to take, perhaps, 100 copies, 
or obtaining support enough so as, at the least, 
to preclude the possibility of loss to the ingen- 


ious Messrs. Hay Allan. But I think it indis- 
pensable that the original ms. should be sent 
for a month or so to the Register House under 
the charge of the Deputy Register, Mr. Thom- 
son, that its antiquity bo closely scrutinised by 
competent persons. The art of imitating an- 
cient writing has got to a considerable perfec- 
tion, and it has been the bane of Scottish liter- 
ature, and divSgraoe of her antiquities, that we 
have manifested an eager propensity to believe 
without inquiry and propagate the errors which 
we adopt toohastily ourselves. The general prop- 
osition that the Lowlanders ever wore plaids is 
difficult to swallow. They were of twenty differ- 
ent races, and almost all distinctly different from 
the Scots Irish, who are the proper Scots, from 
which the Royal Family are descended. For in- 
stance, there is scarce a great family in the Low- 
lands of Scotland that is not to be traced to the 
Normans, the proudest as well as most civilised 
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ceeded to write, but found myself pulled up by tbe necessity of read- 
ing a little. This occupied my whole morning. The Lord President 
called very kindly to desire me to keep at home to-morrow. I thought 
of being out, but it may be as well not. I am somehow or other either 
listless or lazy. My head aches cruelly, I made a fight at reading 
and working till eleven, and then came sleep with a party-coloured 
[mantle] of fantastic hues, and wrapt me into an imaginary world. 

June 8. — 1 wrote the whole morning till two o’clock. Then I went 
into the gardens of Princes Street, to my great exhilaration. I never 
felt better for a walk ; also it is the first I have taken this whole 
week and more. I visited some remote garden grounds, where I had 
not been since I walked there with the good Samaritan Skene, sadly 
enough, at the time of my misfortunes. ‘ The shrubs and young trees. 


race in the eleventh and twelfth centuries. Is 
it natural to think that holding the Scots in 
the contempt in which they did, they would 
have adopted their dress? If you will look at 
Bruce’s speech to David i., as the historian 
uElred tells the story, you will see he talks of 
the Scots as a British officer would do of Cher- 
okees. Or take our country, the central and 
western part of the border : it was British, 
Welsh if you please, with the language and 
manners of that people who certainly wore no 
tartan. It is needless to prosecute this, though 
I could show, I think, that there is no period 
in Scottish History when the manners, lan- 
guage, or dress of the Highlanders were adopt- 
ed in the Low Country. They brought them 
with them from Ireland, as you will see from 
the very curious prints in Derrick’s picture of 
Ireland, where you see the chiefs and follow- 
ers of the wild Irish in the ordinary Highland 
dress, tempore Queen Elizabeth. Besides this, 
where has slept this universal custom that no- 
where, unless in this ms., is it even heard of? 
Lesley knew it not, though the work had been 
in his possession, and his attention must have 
been called to it when wi\iting concerning the 
three races of Scots— Highlanders, Lowlanders, 
and Bordermen, and, treating of their dress in 
particular. Andrew Borde knows nothing of 
it, nor the Frenchman who published the geo- 
graphical work from which Pinkerton copied 
the prints of the Highlander and Lowlander, 
the former in a frieze plaid or mantle, while 
the Lowlander struts away in a cloak and trunk 
hose, liker his neighbour the Fleming. I will 
not state other objections, though so many oc- 
cur, that the authenticity of the ms. being 
proved, I would rather suppose the author had 
been some tartan-weaver zealous for his craft, 
who wished to extend the use of tartan over 
the whole kingdom. 1 have been told, and be- 
lieve till now, that the use of tartan was never 
general in Scotland (Lowlands) until the Union, 
when the detestation of that measure led it to 
be adopted as the national colour, and the ladies 
all affected tartan screens or mantles, 

“ Now, a word to your own private ear, my 
dear Sir Thomas. I have understood that the 
Messrs. Hay Allan are young men of talent, 
great accomplishments, enthusiasm for Scot- 
tish manners, and an exaggerating imagina- 
tion, which possibly deceives even themselves. 
1 myself saw one of these gentlemen wear the 


Badge of High Constable of Scotland, which he 
could have no more right to wear than the 
Crown. Davidoff used also to amuse us with 
stories of knighthoods and orders which he saw 
them wear at Sir William Camming Gordon’s. 
Now this is all very well, and I conceive peo- 
ple may fall into such dreaming habits easily 
enough, and be very agreeable and talented 
men in other respects, and may be very amus- 
ing companions in the country, but their au- 
thority as antiquaries must necessarily be a 
little apocryphal when the faith of mss. rests 
upon their testimony. An old acquaintance of 
mine, Captain Watson of the navy, told me he 
knew these gentlemen’s father, and had served 
with him ; he was lieutenant, and of or about 
Captain Watson’s age, between sixty I suppose, 
and seventy at present. Now what chance was 
there that either from age or situation he should 
be receiving gifts from the young Chevalier of 
Highland Manuscripts. 

“All this, my dear Sir Thomas, you will 
make your own, but I cannot conceal from 
you my reasons, because I would wish you to 
know my real opinion. If it is an imitation, 
it is a very good one, but the title ‘ Liber Ves- 
tiarium’is false Latin I should think nbt like- 
ly to occur to a Scotsman of Buchanan’s age. 
Did you look at the watermark of the ms,- ? . , If 
the Manuscript be of undeniable antiquity, I 
consider it as a great curiosity, and most wor- 
thy to be published. But I believe nothing else 
than ocular inspection will satisfy most cau- 
tious antiquaries. . . . — Yours, my dear Sir 
Thomas, always, Walter Scott. ” 

“ Edinburgh, 5 June , 1829.^' 

The Messrs. Hay Allan subsequently took the 
names of John Sobieski Stuart (who assumed 
the title of Comte d’Albanie) and Charles Ed- 
ward Stuart. John Sobieski died in 1872, and 
Charles Edward in 1880. The “original” of 
Sir Richard Forrester’s manuscript was never 
submitted to the inspection of the Deputy Reg- 
ister, as suggested by Scott; but it was pub- 
lished in a very handsome shape a dozen years 
later, and furnished a text for an article in the 
Quarterly, in which the authenticity of the 
book, and the claims of the author and his 
brother, were unsparingly criticised by the late 
Professor Skene of Glasgow.— See “The Heirs 
of the Stuarts” in Quarterly Review, \o\. Ixxxii. 

* Ante, pp. 57, 58. 
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which were then invisible, are now of good size, and gay with leaf 
and blossom. I, too, old trunk as I am, have put out tender buds of 
hope, which seemed checked for ever. 

I may now look with fair hope to freeing myself of obligation 
from all men, and spending the rest of my life in ease and cpiiet. 
God make me thankful for so cheering a prospect ! 

June 9. — I wrote in the morning, set out for a walk at twelve 
o’clock as far as Mr. CadelFs. I found him hesitating about his views, 
and undecided about the Number plan. He thinks the first plan an- 
swers so much beyond expectation it is a pity to interfere with it, 
and talks of re-engraving the plates. This would be touchy, but 
nothing is resolved on. 

Anne had a little party, where Lady Charlotte Bury, Lady Hope- 
toun, and others met the Caradori, who sung to us very kindly. She 
sung Jock of Hazeldean very well, and with a peculiar expression of 
humour. Sandie Ballantyne kindly came and helped us with fiddle 
and flageolet. Willie Clerk was also here. We had a lunch, and 
were very gay, not the less so for the want of Mr. Bury, who is a 
thorough-paced coxcomb, with some accomplishments, however. I 
drank two glasses of champagne, which have muddled my brains for 
the day. Will Clerk promised to come back and dine on the wreck 
of the turkey and tongue, pigeon-pie, etc. He came, accordingly, 
and stayed till nine ; so no time for work. It was not a lost day, how- 
ever.' 

June 10 . — Noia hene^ my complaint quite gone. I attended the 
Court, and sat there till late. Evening had its lot of labour, which is, 
I think, a second nature to me. It is astonishing how little I look 


1 There are so few of “Darsie Latimer’s” 
letters preserved that the following may be 
given relating to the Brid& of Lamnermoor:— 

<'Edin. Sept . 1, 1829. 

“My dear Sir Walter,— I greet you well 
(which, by the way, is the proper mode of sal- 
utation in this cursed weather, that is enough 
to make us all greet). But to come to my pro- 
posal, which is to forward to you a communi- 
cation I had within these few days from Sir 
Robert Horne Dalrymple Elphinstone. 

“ After expressing the great pleasure the pe- 
rusal of your notes to the new edition of the 
Novels had given him, he adds: ‘I wish you 
would give him a hint of what I formerly men- 
tioned to you regarding my great- grandaunt 
and your own relative, the unfortunate Bride 
of Lammermoor. It was first mentioned to me 
by Miss Maitland, the daughter of Lady Rothes 
(they were the nearest neighbours of the Stair 
family in Wigtownshire), and I afterwards heard 
the tradition from others in that country. It 
was to the following effect, that when, after the 
noise and violent screaming in the bridal cham- 
ber, comparative stillness succeeded, and the 
door was forced, the window was found open, 
and it was supposed by many that the lover 
(Lord, Rutherford) had, by the connivance of 
some of the servants, found means, during the 


bustle of the marriage feast, to secrete himself 
within the apartment, and that soon after the 
entry of the married pair, or at least us soon us 
the parents and others retreated and the door 
was made fast, he had come out from his con- 
cealment, attacked and desperately wounded 
the bridegroom, and then made his escape by 
the window through the garden. As the un- 
fortunate bride never spoke after having ut- 
tered the words mentioned by Sir Walter, no 
light could bo thrown on the matter by them. 
But it was thought that Bucklaw’s obstinate 
silence on the subject favoured the supposition 
of the chastisement having been inflicted by 
his rival. It is but fair to give the unhappy 
victim (who was by all accounts a most gentle 
and feminine creature) the benefit of an expla- 
nation on a doubtful point.’ 

“ So far my worthy friend, who seems a little 
jealous of the poor bride’s reputation. I send 
you his note, and you can make what you like 
of it. I am intending a little jaunt to liis coun- 
try, and we mean to visit sundry old castles in 
Aberdeenshire, and wish you were of the party. 
I have heard nothing of Linton [cognomen for 
Sir Adam Ferguson] this summer. I hope you 
have been passing your time agreeably. — With 
best compliments to all friends, I remain, my 
dear Sir Walter, ever yours, 

“Wm. CbKRK.” 
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into a book of entertainment. I have been reading over the Fim 
Nights of St, Albans^ — very much extra moenianostri mund% and pos- 
sessed of considerable merit, though the author^ loves to play at 
cherry-pit with Satan.^ 

June 11. — I was kept at Court by a hearing till near three. Then 
sat to Mr. Graham for an hour and a half. When I came home, be- 
hold a letter from Mr. Murray, very handsomely yielding up the 
fourth share of Marmion, which he possessed.^ Afterwards we went 
to the theatre, where St. Ronan’s Well was capitally acted by Murray 
and the Bailie, — the part of Clara. Mowbray being heavy for want of 
Mrs. Siddons. Poor old Mrs. Renaud, once the celebrated Mrs. Powell, 
took leaye of the stage. As I was going to bed at twelve at night, in 
came R. P. Gillies like a tobacco cask. I shook him off with some 
difficulty, pleading my having been lately ill, but he is to call to-mor- 
row morning. 

June 12. — Gillies made his appearance. I told him frankly I 
thought he conducted his affairs too irregularly for any one to assist 
him, and I could not in charity advise any one to encourage subscrip- 
tions, but that I should subscribe myself, so I made over to him 
about £50, which the Foreign Review owes me, and I will grow hard- 
hearted and do no more. I was not long in the Court, but I had to 
look at the controversy about the descent of the Douglas family, then 
I went to Cadell and found him still cock-a-hoop. Pie has raised the 
edition to 17,000, a monstrous number, yet he thinks it will clear the 
20,000, but we must be quiet in case people jalouse the failure of the 
plates. I called on Lady J. When I came home I was sleepy 
and over-walked. By the way, I sat till Graham finished my picture.® 
I fell fast asleep before dinner, and slept for an hour. After dinner 
I wrote to Walter, Charles, Lockhart, and John Murray, and took a 
screed of my novel ; so concluded the evening idly enough. 

June 13. — We hear of Sophia’s motions. She is to set sail by 
steam-boat on the 16th, Tuesday, and Charles is to make a run down 
with her. But, alas ! my poor Johnnie is, I fear, come to lay his bones 
in his native land. Sophia can no longer disguise it from herself, 
that as his strength weakens the disease increases. The poor child 
is so much bent on coming to see Abbotsford and grandpapa, that it 
would be cruel not to comply with his wish — and if affliction comes, 
we will bear it best together. 

“Not more the schoolboy who expires 
Far from his native home desires 
To see some friend’s familiar face, 

Or meet a parent’s last embrace.” 


1 Written by William Mudford, born 1782, 
died 1848. 

2 Tioelfth Act ill. Sc. 4. 

3 See Life^ vol. ix. pp. 325-C. 


* The last reference in the Journal to his old 
friend Lady Jane Stuart, who died on the fol- 
lowing October, 

* Now in the rooms of the Royal Society, 
Edinburgh, 
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It must be all as God wills it. Perhaps his native air may be of 
service. 

More news from Cadell. He deems it necessary to carry up the 
edition to 20,000. 

[Ahhotsfofd,'\ — This day was fixed for a start to Abbotsford, where 
we arrived about six o’clock, evening. To my thinking, I never saw 
a prettier place ; and even the trees and flowers seemed to say to me, 
We arc your own again. But I must not let imagination jade me 
thus. It would be to make disappointment doubly bitter ; and, God 
knows, I have in my child’s family matter enough to check any exu- 
berant joy. 

June 14. — A delicious day — threatening rain ; but with the lan- 
guid and affecting manner in which beauty demands sympathy when 
about to weep. I wandered about the banks and braes all morning, 
and got home about three, and saw everything in tolerable order, ex- 
cepting that there was a good number of branches left in the walks. 
There is a great number of trees cut, and bark collected. Colonel 
Ferguson dined with us, and spent the afternoon. 

June 15. — Another charming day. Up and despatched packets 
for Ballantyne and Cadell ; neither of them was furiously to the pur- 
pose, but I had a humour to be alert. I walked over to Huntly Burn, 
and round by Chief swood and Janeswood, where I saw Captain Ham- 
ilton. He is busy finishing his Peninsular campaigns.' He will not 
be cut out by Napier, whose work has a strong party cast ; and being, 
besides, purely abstract and professional, to the public seems very 
dull. I read General Miller’s account of the South American War.^ I 
liked it the better that Basil Hall brought the author to breakfast with 
me in Edinburgh. A fine, tall, military figure, his left hand withered 
like the prophet’s gourd, and plenty of scars on him. Tliere have 
been rare doings in that vast continent ; but the strife is too distant, 
the country too unknown, to have the effect upon the imagination 
which European wars produce. 

This evening I indulged in the far niente — a rare event with me, 
but which I enjoy proportionally. 

June 16. — Made up parcel for Dr. Lardner ; and now I propose to 
set forth my memoranda of Byron for Moore’s acceptance, which 
ought in civility to have been done long since.^ I will have a walk, 
however, in the first place. 

1 Annals of the Peninsular War. 3 vols. 8vo, 

1829. 

2 Memoirs of General Miller in the Service 
of the Republic of Peru. 2 vols. 8 VO, 1829. 

3 Mr. Lockhart had written on June 6: — 

“Moore is at my elbow and says he has not 
the face to bother you, but he has come exact- 
ly to the part where your reminiscences of 
Lord Byron would come in; so he is waiting 
for a week or so in case they should be forth- 
coming.” And Moore himself had previously 
reminded Sir Walter of his promise. 


“ April iUh, 18129 . 

“My dkab Soott, — I t goes to my heart to 
bother you, knowing how bravely and glori- 
ously you are employed for that task-mistress 
— Posterity. But you may thank your stans 
that I have let you olf so long. All that you 
promised me about Mrs. Gordon and Giclit, and 
a variety of other things, is remitted to you; 
but I positively must have something from you 
of your recollections personally of Byron— and 
that as soon as possible, for I am just coming 
to the period of your acquaintance with him, 
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I did not get on with Byron so far as I expected — ^began it 
though, and that is always something. T went to see the woods at 
Pluntly Burn, and Mars Lea, etc. Met Captain Hamilton, who tells 
me a shocking thing. Two Messrs. Stirling of Drumpellier came here 
and dined one day, and seemed spirited young men. The younger 
IS murdered by pirates. An Indian vessel in which he sailed was 
boarded by these miscreants, who behaved most brutally ; and he, 
offering resistance I suppose, was shockingly mangled and flung into 
the sea. He was afterwards taken up alive, but died soon after. Such 
horrid accidents lie in wait for those whom we see “ all joyous and 
unthinking,” ^ sweeping along the course of life ; and what end may 
be waiting ourselves ? Who can tell ? 

June 17. — Must take my leave of sweet Abbotsford, and my 
leisure hour, my eve of repose. To go to town will take up the 
morning. 

\Edinhurg'h ^ — ^We set out about eleven o’clock, got to Edinburgh 
about four, where I dined with Baron Clerk and a few Exchequer 
friends — Lord Chief Baron, Sir Patrick Murray, Sir Henry Jardine, 
etc., etc. 

June 1 8. — Corrected proofs for Dr. Dionysius Lardner. Cadell 
came to breakfast. Poor fellow, he looks like one who had been 
overworked ; and the difficulty of keeping paper-makers up to print- 
ers, printers up to draughtsmen, artists to engravers, and the whole 
party to time, requires the utmost exertion. He has actually ordered 
new plates, although the steel ones which we employ are supposed 
to throw off 30,000 without injury. But I doubt something of this. 
Well, since they will buckle fortune on our back we must bear it schol- 
arly and wisely.^ I went to Court. Called on my return on J. B. 
and Cadell. At hom^T set to correct Ivanhoe. I had twenty other 
things more pressing; but, after all, these novels deserve a prefer- 


whicn was, I think, in the year 1814. Tell me 
all the particulars of the presents you exchang- 
ed, and if his letters to you are really all lost 
(which I will still hope is not the case) ; try, as 
much as possible, with your memory 

‘ To lure the tassel gentiles back again.' 

“You will have seen by the newspapers the 
sad loss my little circle of home has experi- 
enced, a loss never to be made up to us in this 
world, whatever it may be the will of God in 
another. Mrs. Moore’s own health is much 
broken, and she is about to try what Chelten- 
ham can do for her, while I proceed to finish 
my printing in town. It would be far better 
for me to remain in my present quiet retreat, 
where I am working quite alone, but the dev- 
ils beckon me nearer them, and I must begin 
in a few days. Direct to me, under cover to 
Croker— you see I take for granted you will 
have a packet to send — and he will always 
know where to find me. 

“My kindest remembrances to Miss Scott, 


The “memoranda” were not acknowledged 
by Moore till Oct. 31, when he wrote Scott as 
follows; — 

“ My dear Scott,— I ought to blush ‘ terre.s- 
trial rosy -red, shame’s proper hue’ for not 
sooner acknowledging your precious notes 
about Byron. One conclusion, however, you 
might have drawn from my silence, namely, 
that I was satisfied, and had all that I asked 
for Your few pages indeed will be the best 
ornament of my book. Murray wished me to 
write to you (immediately on receipt of the 
last MS. you sent mei to press your asking 
Hobhouse for the letter of your own (in 1812) 
that produced Byron’s reply. But I was doubt- 
ful whether you would like to authorise the 
publication of this letter, and besides it would 
be now too late, as the devils are in full hue 
and cry after my heels. 

“Health and prosperity to you, my dear 
friend, and believe me, ever yours most truly, 
“Thomas Moorb.” 

1 Burns. 
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ence. Poor Terry is totally prostrated by a paralytic affection. Con- 
tinuance of existence not to be wished for. 

To-morrow I expect Sophia and her family by steam. 

June 19. — Sophia, and Charles, who acted as her escort, arrived 
at nine o’clock morning, fresh from the steamboat. They were in 
excellent health — also the little boy and girl ; but poor Johnnie seems 
very much changed indeed, and I should not be surprised if the 
scene shortly closes. There is obviously a great alteration in strength 
and features. At dinner we had our family chat on a scale that I had 
not enjoyed for many years. The Skenes supped with us. 

Jum 20. — Corrected proof-sheets in the morning for J)r. Lardner. 
Then I had the duty of the Court to perform. 

As I came home I recommended young Shortreed to Mr. Cadell 
for a printing job now and then when Ballantyne is over-loaded, which 
Mr. Cadell promised accordingly. 

Lady Anna Maria Elliot’s company at dinner. Helped on our 
family party, and passed the evening pleasantly enough, my anxiety 
considering, 

June 21. — A very wet Sunday. I employed it to good purpose, 
bestowing much labour on the History, ten pages of which are now 
finished. Were it not for the precarious health of poor Jolmnie I 
would he most happy in this reunion with my family, but, poor child, 
this is a terrible drawback. 

June 22 — I keep working, though interruptedly. Ihit the heat in 
the midst of the day makes me nag and grow irresistibly drowsy. 
Mr. and Mrs. Skene came to supper this evening. Skene has engaged 
himself in drawing illustrations to be etched by himself for Waverlexj, 
I wish it may do.^ 

June 23. — I was. detained in the Court till half-past [three]. Cap- 
tain William Lockhart dined with Skene. The CaptaiiAs kind nature 
had brought him to Edinburgh to meet his sist(‘r-iu-law. 

June 24. — 1 was detained late in the Court, but still had time to 


1 Mr. Skene at this time was engaged upon a 
series of etchings, regarding which he had sev- 
eral letters from. Sir Walter, one of which may 
he given here : — 

“My dear Skene,— I enclose you Basil Hall’s 
letter, which is very interesting to me ; but I 
would rather decline fixing the attention of the 
public further on my old friend George Cousta- 
hle. You know the modern rage for publica- 
tion, and it might serve some newsman’s pur- 
pose by publishing something about my old 
friend, who was an humourist, which ma}’’ bo 
unpleasing to his friends and surviving rela- 
tions. 

“I did not think on Craignethan in writing 
about Tillietudlem, and I believe it differs in 
several respects from my Chateau en Espagne. 
It is not on the Clyde in particular, and, if I 
recollect, the view is limited and wooded. But 
that can be no objection to adopting it as that 
which public taste has adopted a.s coming near- 
est to the ideal of the place. Of the places iu 


the Black Dwarf, Meiklo.stanu Moor, Kllislie, 
Karnsclilfo, aro all and each vox, vt pm('1.e.rea 
nihil. Westburnllat once was a real spot, now 
there is no subject for the pencil. The vestiges 
of a tower at ttui junction of two wild brook? 
with a rude hlll.sido, are all that aro subject? 
for lUo pencil, and they aro v(‘ry poor ones. 
Earnscliffo and (xaiiderKclcuich ar<ii also visions. 

“I hope your work is ulloat* and sailing bob 
bishly. I havo not heard of or seen it. 

“iiob Roy lias some good and real subjects 
as the pass at Loch Ard, the beautiful fall a 
liGdeard, noar the head of the lake. Let nn 
know all you desire to be informed withoii 
fear of bothering. Kindest coinpliments t( 
Mrs. ykeno and the young folks. — Alwjiy 
yours entirely, Walter Scott.” 


* Twenty numbarB of this werlc were jiuhlislied In 1S2 
and 1829 under the title of “A Series of Sketches of tli 
exiBllriff Localities alluded to In the W'averley Novels, 
etched from original drawings by JamuB Skene,' Kan. 
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go with Adam Wilson and call upon a gentlemanlike East Indian of- 
ficer, called Colonel FrancMin, who appears an intelligent and re- 
spectable man. He writes the History of Captain Thomas, i a person 
of the condition of a common seaman, who raised himself to the rank 
of a native prince, and for some time waged a successful war with the 
powers around him. The work must be entertaining. 

June 25. — Finished correcting proofs for Tales, 3d Series. The 
Court was over soon, but I was much exhausted. On the return home 
quite sleepy and past work. I looked in on Cadell, whose hand is in 
his housewife’s cap, driving and pushing to get all the works for- 
ward in due order, and cursing the delays of artists and engravers. 
I own I wish we. had not hampered ourselves with such causes of 
delay. 

June 26. — Mr. Ellis, missionary from the South Sea Islands, break- 
fasted, introduced by Mr, Fletcher, minister of the parish of Stepney. 

Mr. Ellis’s account of the progress of civilisation, as connected 
with religion, is very interesting. Knowledge of every kind is dif- 
fused — reading, writing, printing, abundantly common. Polygamy 
abolished. Idolatry is put down ; the priests, won over by the chiefs, 
dividing among them the consecrated lands which belonged to their 
temples. Great part of the population are still without religion, but 
willing to be instructed. Wars are become infrequent; and there is 
in each state a sort of representative body, or senate, who are a check 
on the despotism of the chief. All this has come hand in hand with re- 
ligion. Mr> Ellis tells me that the missionaries of different sects avoid- 
ed carefully letting the natives know that there were points of dis- 
union between them. Hot so some Jesuits who had lately arrived, 
and who taught their own ritual as the only true one. Mr. Ellis de- 
scribed their poetry to me, and gave some examples ; it had an Ossi- 
anic character, and was composed of metaphor. He gave me a small 
collection of hymns printed in the islands. If this gentleman is sin- 
cere, which I have no doubt of, he is an illustrious character. He 
was just about to return to the Friendly Islands, having come here 
for his wife’s health. 

\Blaira(iam ,'\ — After the Court we set off (the two Thomsons and 
I) for Elair Adam, where we held our Macduff Club for the twelfth 
anniversary. We met the Chief Earon, Lord Sydney Osborne, Will 
Clerk, the merry knight Sir Adam Ferguson, with our venerable host 
the Lord Chief Commissioner, and merry men were we. 

June 27. — I ought not, where merry men convene, to omit our 
jovial son of Neptune, Admiral Adam. The morning proving delight- 
ful, we set out for the object of the day, which was Falkland. We 
passed through Lochore, but without stopping, and saw on the road 


^ A copy of this rather rare book is still in 
the Abbotsford Library. Its title is “Colonel 
Wm. Francklin’s Military Memoirs of George 
Thomas, who by extraordinary talents and cn- 


teiprise rose from an obscure situation to the 
rank of General in the service of the Native 
Powers in the N. W. of India, ’ ^ 4to, Calcutta, 
1805. 
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eastward, two or three places, as Balbedie, Strathendiy, and some oth- 
ers known to me by name. Also we went through the town of Les- 
lie, and saw what remains of the celebrated rendezvous of rustic gal- 
lantry called Christ’s Kirk on the GreenJ ^ It is now cut up with 
houses, one of the most hideous of which is a new church, having 
the very worst and most offensive kind of Venetian windows. This, 
I am told, has replaced a quiet lowly little Gothic building, coeval, per- 
haps, with the royal poet who celebrated the spot. Next we went to 
Falkland, where we found Mr. Howden, factor of Mr. Tyndall Bruce, 
waiting to show us the palace. 

Falkland has most interesting remains. A double entrance-tower, 
and a side building running east from it, is roofed, and in some de- 
gree habitable ; a corresponding building running northward from 
the eastern corner is totally ruinous, having been destroyed by fire. 
The architecture is highly ornamented, in the style of the Palace at 
Stirling. Niches with statues, with projections, cornices, etc., are 
lavished throughout. Many cornice medallions exhibited such heads 
as those procured from the King’s room at Stirling, the originals, 
perhaps, being the same. The repeated cypher of James v. and Mary 
of Guise attest the builder of this part of the palace. When com- 
plete it had been a quadrangle. There is as much of it as remained 
when Slezer published his drawings. Some part of the interior has 
been made what is called habitable, that is, a half-dozen of bad rooms 
have been gotten out of it. Am clear in my own mind a ruin should 
be protected, but never repaired. The proprietor has a beautiful place 
called Nuthill, within ten minutes’ walk of Falkland, and commanding 
some fine views of it and of the Lomond Hill. This should be the 
residence. But Mr, Bruce and his predecessor, my old professor, 
John Bruce, ^ deserve great credit for their attention to prevent dilap- 
idation, which was doing its work fast upon the ancient palace. The 
only remarkable apartment was a large and well-proportioned gallery 
with a painted roof — tempore Jacobi Sexti — and built after his suc- 
cession to the throne of England. I noticed a curious thing, — a hol- 
low column concealed the rope which rung the Castle bell, keeping 
it safe from injury and interruption. 

The town of Falkland is old, with very narrow streets. The ar- 
rival of two carriages and a gig was an event important enough to 
turn out the whole population. They are said to be less industrious, 
more dissipated, and readier to become soldiers than their neigh- 
bours. So long a court retains its influence ! 

1 The poem of this name is attributed to raent, which, though printed, were never pub- 
King James i. of Scotland, but Dr. Irving in lished ; among others, one in 1799, in 2 vols. 
his fiRstori/ qf/S^cotiis/t Poeiry says the earliest 8vo, “On the Union between England and 
edition known to him dates only from 1663. Scotland; its causes, effects, and influence of 

2 Professor of Logic in the University of Ed- Great Britain in Europe.” In the previous 
inburgh from 1775 till 1792, when he resigned year he also prepared another on the arrange- 
his chair and became Keeper of the State Pa- ments made for repelling the Armada, and 
per Office, and Historiographer to the East In- their application to the crisis of 1798. This able 
dia Company in London. He wrote several man returned to Scotland, and died in Falkland 
elaborate and valuable reports for the Govern- about two years before Scott visited the place. 
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AVe dined atAVellfield with my friend George Cheape,with whom 
I rode in the cavalry some thirty years ago. Much mirth and good 
wine made us return in capital tune. The Chief Baron and Admiral 
Adam did not go on this trip. When we returned it was time to go 
to bed by a candle. 

June 28. — Being Sunday, we lounged about in the neighbour- 
hood of the crags called Kiery Craigs, etc. The Sheriff-substitute of 
Kinross came to dinner, and brought a gold signet* which had been 
found in that town. It was very neat work, about the size of a shil- 
ling. It bore in a shield the arms of Scotland and England,. 
per pale^ those of Scotland occupying the dexter side. The shield is 
of the heater or triangular shape. There is no crown nor legend of 
any kind ; a slip of gold folds upwards on the back of the hinge, 
and makes the handle neatly enough. It is too well wrought for 
David ii.’s time, and James iv. is the only monarch of the Scottish 
line who, marrying a daughter of England, may carry the arms of 
both countries parti per pale, Mr. Skelton is the name of the pres- 
ent possessor. 

Two reported discoveries. One, that the blaeberry shrub con- 
tains the tanning quality as four to one compared to the oak — which 
may be of great importance, as it grows so commonly on our moors. 

The other, that the cutting of an apple-tree, or other fruit-tree, 
may be preserved by sticking it into a potato and planting both to- 
gether. Curious, if true. 

June 29 [Edinburgh ], — We dined together at Blair-Adam, hav- 
ing walked in the woods in the morning, and seen a beautiful new 
walk made through the woody hill behind the house. In a fine even- 
ing, after an early dinner, our party returned to Edinburgh, and there 
each dispersed to his several home and resting-place. I had the 
pleasure of finding my family all well, except Johnnie. 

June 30. — After my short sniff of country air, here am I again at 
the receipt of custom. The sale with Longman & Co., for stock and 
copyrights of my [Poetical] Works, is completed, for £7000, at dates 
from twelve to thirty-six months. There are many sets out of which 
we may be able to clear the money, and then we shall make some- 
thing to clear the copyright. I am sure this may be done, and that 
the bargain will prove a good one in the long run. 

Dined at home with my family, whom, as they disperse to-mor- 
row, I have dedicated the evening to. 

1 An account of the finding of this seal 1829, is given in the Archmlogia Scotica, vol. 
{which was thought to be that of Joan of iv. p. 420. 

Beaufort, wife of James i.) at Kinross, in April, 
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July L — This morning wrote letters and sent them off by 
Charles. It was Teind Wednesday, so I was at home to witness the 
departure of my family, which was depressing. My two daughters, 
with the poor boy Johnnie, went off at ten o’clock, my son Charles, 
with my niece, about twelve. The house, filled with a little bustle 
attendant on such a removal, then became silent as the grave. The 
voices of the children, which had lately been so clamorous with their 
joyous shouts, are now hushed and still. A blank of this kind is 
somewhat depressing, and I find it impossible to resume my general 
tone of spirits. A lethargy has crept on me which no efforts can 
dispel ; and as the day is rainy, I cannot take exercise. I have read 
therefore the whole morning, and have endeavoured to collect ideas 
instead of expending them. I have not been very successful. In 
short, dum perdidi. 

Localities at Blair- Adam : — 

Lochornie and Lochornie Moss, 

The Loutingstane and Dodgell’s Cross, 

Craigen Cat and Craigen Crow, 

Craiggaveral, the King’s Cross, and Dunglow. 

July 2.— I made up for my deficiencies yesterday, and besides at- 
tending the Court wrote five close pages, which I think is very near 
double task. I was alone the whole day and without interruption. 
I have little doubt I will make my solitude tell upon my labours, es- 
pecially since they promise to prove so efficient. I was so languid 
yesterday that I did not record that J. Ballantyne, his brother Sandy, 
and Mr. Cadell dined here on a beef -steak, and smoked a cigar, and 
took a view of our El Dorado. 

July 3. — Laboured at Court, where I was kept late, and wrought 
on my return home, finishing about five pages. I had the great 
pleasure to learn that the party with the infantry got safe to Abbots- 
ford. 

July 4. — After Court I came home and set to work, still on the 
Tales. When I had finished my bit of dinner, and was in a quiet 
way smoking my cigar over a glass of negus, Adam Ferguson comes 
with a summons to attend him to the Justice-Clerk’s, where, it seems, 
I was engaged. I was totally out of case to attend his summons, red- 
olent as I was of tobacco. But I am vexed at the circumstance. 
It looks careless, and, what is worse, affected ; and the Justice is an 
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old friend moreover.^ I rather think I have been guilty towards him 
in this respect before. Devil take my stupidity ! I will call on 
Monday and say, Here is my sabre and here is my heart. 

July 5. — Sir Adam came to breakfast, and with him Mr. and Mrs. 
Johnstone of Bordeaux, the lady his cousin. I could not give them a 
right Scottish breakfast, being on a Sunday morning. Laboured on 
the Tales the whole morning. 

The post brought two letters of unequal importance. One from 
a person calling himself Haval, announcing to me the terrific circum- 
stance that he had written against the Waverley Novels in a publi- 
cation called La -Belle Assemblee, at which doubtless, he supposes, 

I must be much annoyed. He be d , and that’s plain speaking. 

The other from Lord Aberdeen, announcing that Lockhart, Dr. 
Gooch, and myself, are invested with the power of examining the 
papers of the Cardinal Duke of York, and reporting what is fit for pub- 
lication. This makes it plain that the Invisible^ neither slumbers nor 
sleeps. The toil and remuneration must be Lockhart’s, and to any 
person understanding that sort of work the degree of trust reposed 
holds out hope of advantage. At any rate, it is a most honourable 
trust, and I have written in suitable terms to Lord Aberdeen to ex- 
press my acceptance of it, adverting to my necessary occupations 
here, and expressing my willingness to visit London occasionally to 
superintend the progress of the work. Treated myself, being con- 
siderably fagged, with a glass of poor Glengarry’s super-excellent 
whisky and a cigar, made up my Journal, wrote to the girls, and so 
to roost upon a crust of bread and a glass of small beer, my usual 
supper. 

July 6 . — I laboured all the morning without anything unusual, 
save a call from my cousin, Mary Scott of Jedburgh, whom I per- 
suaded to take part of my chaise to Abbotsford on Saturday. At 
two o’clock I walked to Cadell’s, and afterwards to a committee of the 
Bannatyne Club. Thereafter I went to Leith, where we had fixed a 
meeting of The Cluh^ now of forty-one years’ standing.^ I was in 
the chair, and Sir Adam croupier. We had the Justice-Clerk, Lord 
Abercromby, Lord Pitmilly, Lord Advocate, James Ferguson, John 
Irving, and William Clerk, and passed a merry day for old fellows. 
It is a curious thing that only three have died of this club since its 
formation. These were the Earl of Selkirk ; James Clerk, Lieutenant 
in the Navy ; and Archibald Miller, W.S. Sir Patrick Murray was 
an unwilling absentee. There were absent — Professor Davidson of 
Glasgow, besides Glassford, who has cut our society, and poor James 
Edmonstoune, whose state of health precludes his ever joining society 
again. We took a fair but moderate allowance of wine, sung our old 
songs, and were much refreshed with a hundred old stories, which 

1 Right Hon. David Boyle. s por list of the members of The Club, which. 

2 The familiar name applied to Sir William was formed in 1788, see Xi/e, vol. i. p. 208. 
Knighton, sometimes also the Great Unseen. 
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would have seemed insignificant to any stranger. The most impor- 
tant of these were old college adventures of love and battle. 

July 7. — I was rather apprehensive that I might have felt my un- 
usual dissipation this morning, but not a whit ; I rose as cool as a 
cucumber, and set about to my work till breakfast-time. I am to dine 
with Ballantyne to-day. To-morrow with J olm Murray. This sounds 
sadly like idleness, except what may be done either in the morning 
before breakfast, or in the broken portion of the day between attend- 
ance on the Court and my dinner meal, — a vile, drowsy, yawning, 
fagged portion of existence, which resembles one’s day, as a portion 
of the shirt, escaping betwixt one’s waistcoat and breeches, indicates 
his linen. 

Dined with James Ballantyne, who gave us a very pleasant party. 
There was a great musician, Mr. Ncukomm, a German, a pupil of 
Haydn, a sensible, pleasant man. 

July 8. — This morning I had an ample dose of proofs and could 
do nothing but read them. The Court kept me till two ; I was then 
half tempted to go to hear Mr. Neukomm perform on the organ, 
which is said to be a most masterly exhibition, but I reflected how 
much time I should lose by giving way to temptation, and how little 
such ears as mine would be benefited by the exhibition, and so I re- 
solved to return to my proofs, having not a little to do. I was so 
unlucky as to meet my foreigner along with Mr. Laine, the French 
Consul, and his lady, who all invited me to go with them, but I 
pleaded business, and was set down, doubtless, for a Goth, as I de- 
served. However, I got my proofs settled before dinner-time, and 
began to pack up books, etc. 

I dined at John Murray’s, and met, amongst others, Mr. Schutze, 
the brother-in-law of poor George Ellis. Wc conversed about our 
mutual friend, and about the life Canning was to have written about him, 
and which he would have done con amove, lie gave me two instances 
of poor George’s neatness of expression, and acuteness of discrimi- 
nation. Having met, for the first time, “ one l^^ceval, a young law- 
yer,” he records him as a person who, with the advantages of life 
and opportunity, would assuredly rise to the head of affairs. An- 
other gentleman is briefly characterised as “ a man of few words, and 
fewer ideas.” Schutze himself is a clever man, with something dry 
in his manner, owing, perhaps, to an imperfection of hearing. Mur- 
ray’s parties are always agreeable and well chosen. 

July 9. — I began an immense arrangement of my papers, but was 
obliged to desist by the approach of four o’clock. Having been en- 
abled to shirk the Court, I had the whole day to do what I wished, 
and as I made some progress I hope 1 will be strengthened to resume 
the task when at Abbotsford. 

Heard of the death of poor Bob Shortreed,^ the companion of 

1 Some little time before his death, the wor- cd a set of his friend’s works, with this inscrip- 
thy Sheriff- substitute of Koxburghshire rccoiv- tion:--“To Robert Shortrcod, Esq., the friend 
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many a long ride among the hills in quest of old ballads. He was a 
merry companion, a good singer and mimic, and full of Scottish drol- 
lery. In his company, and under his guidance, I was able to see 
much of rural society in the mountains which I could not otherwise 
have attained, and which I have made my use of. He was, in addition, 
a man of worth and character. I always burdened his hospitality 
while at Jedburgh on the Circuit, and have been useful to some of 
his family. Poor fellow ! He died at a most interesting period for 
his family, when his eldest daughter was about to mahe an advantage- 
ous marriage. So glide our friends from us — Haec poena diu viventi- 
bus. Many recollections die with him and with poor Terry. ^ I 
dined with the Skenes in a family way. 

July 10. — Had a hard day’s work at the Court till about two, 
and then came home to prepare for the country. I made a talis qualis 
arrangement of my papers, which I trust I shall be able to complete 
at Abbotsford, for it will do much good. I wish I had a smart boy 
like Red Robin the tinker. Wrote also a pack of letters. 

Abbotsford^ July 11. — I was detained in the Court till nearly one 
o’clock, then set out and reached Abbotsford in five or six hours. 
Found all .well, and Johnnie rather better. He sleeps, by virtue of 
being in the open air, a good deal. 

July 12. — The day excessively rainy, or, as we call it, soft. I 
e’en unpacked my books and did a great deal to put them in order, 
but I was sick of the labour by two o’clock and left several of my 
books and all of my papers at sixes and sevens. Sir Adam and the 
Colonel dined with us. A Spanish gentleman with his wife, whom I 
had seen at the French Consul’s, also dropped in. He was a hand- 
some, intelligent, and sensible man; his name I have forgot. We 
had a pleasant evening. 

July 13. — This day I wrote till one, resuming the History, and 
making out a day’s task. Then went to Chiefswood, and had the 
pleasure of a long walk with a lady, well known in the world of poe- 
try, Mrs. Hemans. She is young and pretty, though the mother of 
five children, as she tells me. There is taste and spirit in her con- 
versation. My daughters are critical, and call her blue, but I think 
they are hypercritical. I will know better when we meet again. I 
was home at four. Had an evening walk with little Walter, who held 
me by the finger, gabbling eternally much that I did, and more that 
I did not, understand. Then I had a long letter to write to Lock- 
hart,* correct and read, and despatch proofs, etc. ; and to bed hearti- 
ly tired, though with no great exertion. 

July 14. — A rainy forenoon broke the promise of a delightful 
morning. I wrote four and a half pages, to make the best of a bad 


of the author from youth to age, and his guide 
and companion upon many an expedition among 
the Border hills, in quest of the materials of 
legendary lore which have at length filled so 
many volumes, this collection of the results of 


their former rambles is presented by his sin- 
cere friend, Walter Scott.” — j g. l. 

1 Who had died on the 22d June, 1829. 

2 Sec pp. 489, 490 n. 
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bargain. If I can double the daily task, I will be sometlimg in hand. 
But I am resolved to stick to my three pages a day at least. The 
twelfth of August will then complete my labours. 

July 15. — This day two very pretty and well-bred boys came over 
to breakfast with us. I finished my task of three pages and better, 
and went to walk with the little fellows round the farm, by the lake, 
etc., etc. They were very good companions. Tom has been busy 
thinning the terrace this day or two, and is to go on. 

July 16. — I made out my task-work and betook myself to walk 
about twelve. I feel the pen turn heavy after breakfast ; perhaps my 
solemn morning meal is too much for my intellectual powers, but I 
won’t abridge a single crumb for all that. I eat very little at dinner, 
and can’t abide to be confined in my hearty breakfast. The work 
goes on as task-work must, slow, sure, and I trust not drowsy, though 
the author is. I sent off to Dionysius Lardner (Goodness be with 
us, what a name !) as far as page thirty-eight inclusive, but I will wait 
to add to-morrow’s quota. I had a long walk with Tom.^ I am walk- 
ing with more pleasure and comfort to myself than I have done for 
many a day. May Heaven continue this great mercy, which I have 
so much reason to be thankful for ! 

July lY. — We called at Chiefswood and asked Captain Hamilton, 
and Mrs. H., and Mrs. Hemans, to dinner on Monday. She is a clever 
person, and has been pretty. I had a long walk with her tete-a-Ute. 
She told me of the peculiar melancholy attached to the words no 
more. I could not help telling, as a difierent application of the words, 
how an old dame riding home along Cockenzie Sands, pretty bowsy, 
fell ofi the pillion, and her husband, being in good order also, did 
not miss her till he came to Prestonpans. He instantly returned with 
some neighbours, and found the good woman seated amidst the ad- 
vancing tide, which began to rise, with her lips ejaculating to her 
cummers, who she supposed were still pressing her to another cup. 


1 Mr. Skene in his Reminiscences records that 
-—“Tom. Purdio identified himself with all his 
master’s pursuits and concerns ; he had iii early 
life been a shepherd, and came into Sir W'al- 
ter’s service upon his first taking up his abode 
at Ashiestiel, of which ho became at last the 
farm manager; and upon the family removing 
to Abbotsford continued that function, to which 
was added gamekeeper, forester, librarian, and 
henchman to his master in all his rambles about 
the property. He used to talk of Sir Walter’s 
publications as our books, and said that the 
reading of them was the greatest comfort to 
him, for whenever he was off his sleep, which 
sometimes happened to him, he had only to 
take one of the novels, and before be read two 
pages it was sure to set him asleep. Tom, with 
the usual shrewdness common to his country- 
men in that class of life, joined a quaintness 
aud drollery in his notions and mode of ex- 
pressing himself that was very amusing ; he 
was familiar, but at the same time perfectly 
respectful, although he was sometimes tempt- 
ed to deal sharp cuts, particularly at Sir Adam 


Ferguson, whom he soomed to take a pleasure 
in assailing. When Sir Walter obtained the 
honour of knighthood for Sir Adam, upon the 
plea of his being Custodier of tho Regalia of 
Scotland, Tom was very indignant, because ho 
said, ‘It would take some of tho shine out of 
us,’ meaning Sir Walter. Tom was very fond 
of salmon fishing, which from an accordance 
of taste contributed much to elevate my mer- 
its in his eyes, and I believe 1 was his greatest 
favourite of all Sir Walter’s friends, which ho 
used occasionally to testify by im])arting to mo 
iu confidence some secret about fishing, which 
ho concluded that no one know but himself. 
Ho was remarkably fastidious in his care of 
the Library, and it was exceedingly amusing to 
sec a clodhopper (for he was always in the garb 
of a ploughman) moving about in the splendid 
apartment which had been fitted up for the 
Library, scrutinising tho state of the books, 
putting derangement to rights, remonstrating 
when ho observed anything that indicated 
carelessness,” 
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Nae ae drap mair, I tHank you kindly.” We dined in family, and 
all well. 

July 18. — A Sunday with alternate showers and sunshine. Wrote 
double task, which brings me to page forty-six inclusive. I read the 
Spae-wife of Galt. There is something good in it, and the language is 
occasionally very forcible, but he has made his story difficult to under- 
stand, by adopting a region of history little known, and having many 
heroes of the same name, whom it is not easy to keep separate in 
one’s memory. Some of the traits of the Spae-wife^ who conceits 
herself to be a changeling or twin, are very good indeed. His High- 
land Chief is a kind of Caliban, and speaks, like Caliban, a jargon 
never spoken on earth, but full of effect for all that. 

July 19. — I finished two leaves this morning, and received the 
Hamiltons and Mrs. Hemans to breakfast. Afterwards we drove to 
Yarrow and showed Mrs. Hemans the lions. The party dined with 
us, and stayed till evening. Of course no more work. 

July 20. — A rainy day, and I am very drowsy and would give 
the world to h I wrote four leaves, however, and then my un- 
derstanding dropped me. I have made up for yesterday’s short task. 


[Note. — From July 20th, 1829, to May 23d, 1830, there are no 
entries’ in the Journal, but during that time Sir Walter met with a 
sad loss. He was deprived of his humble friend and staunch hench- 
man, Thomas Purdie. The following little note to Laidlaw shows 
how keenly he felt his death : — 

‘‘My dear Willie, — I write to tell you the shocking news of 
poor Tom Purdie’s death, by which I have been greatly affected. He 
had complained, or rather spoken, of a sore throat ; and the day be- 
fore yesterday, as it came on a shower of rain, I wanted him to walk 
fast on to Abbotsford before me, but you know well how impossible 
that was. He took some jelly, or trifle of that kind, but made no 
complaint. This morning he rose from bed as usual, and sat down 
by the table with his head on his hand ; and when his daughter spoke 
to him, life had passed away without a sigh or groan. Poor fellow ! 
There is a heart cold’ that loved me well, and, I am sure, thought of 
my interest more than his own. I have seldom been so much shocked. 
I wish you would take a ride down and pass the night. There is 
much I have to say, and this loss adds to my wish to see you. We 
dine at four. The day is indifferent, but the sooner the better. — 
Yours very truly, 

“Walter Scott.“ 

“ (sic) October^^ Qy. 29/A. 


1 Blank in original. 


2 Abbotsford Nutanda, p. 175. 
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To Mr. Cadell, a few days later, lie says, I Lave lost my old 
and faithful servant, my factotum, and am so much shocked that I 
really wish to be quit of the country. I have this day laid him in the 
grave.” 

On coming to Edinburgh, Sir Walter found that his old friend 
and neighbour Lady Jane Stuart* was no longer there to welcome 
him. She also had died somewhat suddenly on October 28th, and 
was buried at Invermay on November 4th.] 


1 Eldest daughter of David, sixth Earl of John Wishart Belsches Stuart, Bart., ofFetter- 
Leven and fifth of Melville, and widow of Sir cairn. See an/e, pp. 2C6, 310, 316. 


18S0—MAY 


May 23, [Ahbotsford \ — About a year ago I took the pet at my 
Diary, chiefly because I thought it made me abominably selfish ; and 
that by recording my gloomy fits I encouraged their recurrence, 
whereas out of sight, out of mind, is the best way to get rid of 
them ; and now I hardly know why I take it up again ; but here 
goes. I came here to attend Raeburn’s funeral. I am near of his 
kin, my great-grandfather, Walter* Scott, being the second son or first 
cadet of this small family. My late kinsman was also married to my 
aunt, a most amiable old lady. He was never kind to me, and at last 
utterly ungracious. Of course I never liked him, and we kept no 
terms. He had forgot, though, an infantine cause of quarrel, which 
I always remembered. When I was four or five years old I was stay- 
ing at Lessudden House, an old mansion, the abode of this Raeburn. 
A large pigeon-house was almost destroyed with starlings, tlien a 
common bird, though now seldom seen. They were seized in their 
nests and put in a bag, and I think drowned, or threshed to death, or 
put to some such end. The servants gave one to me, which I in 
some degree tamed, and the brute of a laird seized and wrung its 
neck. I flew at his throat like a wild cat, and was torn from him 
with no little difficulty. Long afterwards I did him the mortal of- 
fence to recall some superiority which my father had lent to the laird 
to make up a qualification, which he meant to exercise by voting for 
Lord Minto’s interest against poor Don. This made a total breach 
between two relations who had never been friends, and tliough I was 
afterwards of considerable service to his family, he kept his ill-hu- 
mour, alleging justly enough that I did these kind actions for the 
sake of his wife and family, not for his benefit. I now saw him at 
the age of eighty- two or three deposited in the ancestral grave. 
Dined with my cousins, and returned to Abbotsford about eight 
o’clock. 

May 24, [Edinburg 1i \. — Called on my neighbour Nicol Milne of 
Faldonside, to settle something about the road to Selkirk. After- 
wards went to Huntly Burn and made my compliments to the fam- 
ily. Lunched at half-past two and drove to town, calling at George 
Square on Gala. He proposed to give up the present road to Selkirk 
in favour of another on the north side of the river, to be comi)leted 
by two bridges. This is an object for Abbotsford. In the evening 
came to town. Letter from Mr. H[aydon] soliciting £20. ’WAit till 
Lockhart comes. 
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May%h . — Got rnto the old mill this morning, and grind away. 
Walked in very bad day to George Square from the Parliament House, 
through paths once familiar, but not trod for twenty years. Met 
Scott of Woll and Scott of Gala, and consulted about the new road 
between Galashiels and Selkirk. I am in hopes to rid myself of the 
road to Selkirk, which goes too near me at Abbotsford. Dined at 
Lord Chief -Commissioner’s, where we met the new Chief Baron Aber- 
cromby’ and his lady. I thought it was the first time we had met 
for above forty years, but he put me in mind we had dined one day 
at John Richardson’s. 

May 26. — Wrought with proofs, etc., at the Demonology^ which is 
a cursed business to do neatly. I must finish it though, for I need 
money. I went to the Court ; from that came home, and scrambled 
on with half writing, half reading, half idleness till evening. I have 
laid aside smoking much ; and now, unless tempted by company, 
rarely take a cigar. I was frightened by a species of fit which 1 had 
in February, which took from me my power of speaking. I am told 
it is from the stomach. It looked woundy like palsy or apoplexy. 
Well, be it what it will, I can stand it.® 

May 27. — Court as usual. I am agitating a proposed retirement 
from the Court. As they are only to have four instead of six Clerks 
of Session in Scotland, it will be their interest to let me retire on a 
superannuation. Probably I shall make a bad bargain, and get only 
two-thirds of the salary, instead of three-fourths. This would be 
hard, but I could save between two and three hundred pounds by 
giving up town residence ; and surely I could do enough with my time 


1 James Abercromby, who succeeded Sir 
Samuel Shepherd as Chief Baron, was the third 
son of Sir Kalph Abercromby. Ho was after- 
wards elected member for Edinburgh in 1832, 
and Speaker of the House of Commons in 1835. 
On Mr, Abercromby ’s retirement in 1839, he 
was raised to the Peerage as Lord Dunferm- 
line. He died at Colinton House on April 17tli, 
1858, aged 81. 

2 Of this illness, Sir Walter had written the 
following account to Mr. Lockhart, .a week after 
its occurrence; — 

“Anne would tell you of an awkward sort of 
fit I had on Monday last; it lasted about five 
minutes, during which I lost the power of ar- 
ticulation, or rather of speaking what I wished 
to say. I revived instantly, but submitted to 
be bled, and to keep the house for a week, ex- 
cept exercising walks. They seem to say it is 
from the stomach. It may or may not be a 
paralytic affection. We must do the best we 
can in either event. I think by hard work I 
will have all my affairs regulated within five 
or six years, and leave the means of clearing 
them in case of my death. I hope there wull 
be enough for all, and provision besides for my 
own family. The present return of the novels 
to me is about £8000 a year, which moves fast 
on to clear off old scores. 

“This awkward turn of health makes my 
motions very uncertain. On the one hand I 


want to save money and push forward work, 
both which motives urge me to stay at home 
this spring. On the other, besides my great 
wish to see you all, and besides my desire to 
look at the ‘ forty-five ’ affairs, I am also desir- 
ous to put in for my interest upon the changes 
at the Court. ... It must be very much as 
health and weather shall determine, for if I 
see the least chance of a return of this irrita- 
tion, my own house will be the only fit place 
for mo. Do not suppose I am cither low-spir- 
ited or frightened at the possibilities I calcu- 
late upon, but there is no harm in looking at 
what may be as what needs must bo. I really 
believe the ugly symptoms proceed from the 
stomach particularly. I feel, thank God, no 
mental injury, which is most of all to be dep- 
recated. Still, I am a good deal failed in body 
within these two or three last years, and the 
singula 2 )raedantur come by degrees to make 
up a sum. They say, ‘Do not work,’ but my 
habits are such that it is not easily managed, 
for I would bo driven mad with idleness. . . . 
Adieu. Love to all. The odds are greatly 
against my seeing you till you come dowm 
here, but I will have the cottage in such order 
for you; and as Will Laidlaw comes back at 
Whitsunday, I will have him to lend me an 
arm to Chiefswood, and I have no doubt to do 
gallantly. 

‘'Edinbuegh, 22<i! Februanj [1830]." 
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at reviews and other ways, so as to make myself comfortable at Ab- 
botsford. At any ratOj^ac^a est alea ; Sir Robert Peel and the Ad- 
vocate seem to acquiesce in the arrangement, and Sir Robert Dundas 
retires alongst with me. I think the difference will be infinite in 
point of health and happiness. 

May 28. — Wronght in the morning, then the Court, then Cadell’s. 
My affairs go on up to calculation, and the Magnum keeps its ground. 
If this can last for five or^six years longer we may clear our hands 
of debt ; but perhaps I shall have paid that of Nature before that 
time come. They will have the books, and Cadell to manage them, who 
is a faithful pilot. The poetry which we purchased for [£7000], pay- 
able in two years, is melting off our hands ; and we will feed our 
Magnum in that way when we have sold the present stock, by which 
we hope to pay the purchase-money, and so go on velvet with the 
continuation. So my general affairs look well. I expect Lockhart 
and Sophia to arrive this evening in the Roads, and breakfast with 
us to-morrow. This is very reviving. 

May 29. — The Lockharts were to appear at nine o’clock, but it is 
past four, and they come not. There has been easterly wind, and a 
swell of the sea at the mouth of the Firth, but nevertheless I wish 
they would come. The machinery is liable to accidents, and they 
may be delayed thus. 

Mr. Piper, the great contractor for the mail coaches, one of the 
sharpest men in his line, called here to-day to give his consent to our 
line of road. He pays me the compliment of saying he wishes my 
views on the subject. That is perhaps fudge, but at least I know 
enough to choose the line that is most for my own advantage. I have 
written to make Gala acquainted that my subscription depends on 
their taking the Gala foot road ; no other would suit me. After din- 
ner I began to tease myself about the children and their parents, and 
night went down on our uncertainty. 

May 30. — Our travellers appeared early in the morning, mm tola 
sequela. Right happy were we all. Poor Johnnie looks well. His 
deformity is confirmed, poor fellow ; but he may be a clever lad for 
all that. An imposthume in his neck seems to be the crisis of his 
complaint. He is a gentle, placid creature. Walter is remarkably 
handsome, and so is little Whippety Stourie,^ as I call her. After 
breakfast I had a chat with Lockhart about affairs in general, which, 
as far as our little interests are concerned, are doing very well. 
Lockhart is now established in his reputation and literary prospects." 
I wrote some more in his Demonology., which is a scrape, I think. 


1 His grand - daughter, Charlotte, whom he 
playfully named after the fairy in the old Scot- 
tish Nursery story. 

2 Mr. Lockhart had some thoughts of enter- 
ing Parliament, at this time, and Sir Walter 
had expressed his opinion a few days before 
their meeting:— 


“Your letter, this day received, namely Wed- 
nesday, gave me the greatest pleasure on ac- 
count of the prosperous intelligence which it 
gives me of your own advancing prospects. . . . 
I take it for granted that you have looked to 
the income of future years before thinking of 
disposing of the profits of a successful one in a 
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May 31. — Set to work early, and did a good day’s work without 
much puffing and blowing. Had Lockhart at dinner, and a Ute-h- 
tete over our cigar. He has got the right ideas for getting to the 
very head of the literary world and now stands very high as well for 
taste and judgment as for genius. I think there is no fear now of 
his letting a love of fun run away with him. At home the whole day, 
except a walk to Cadell’s, who is enlarging his sale. As he comes 
upon heavy months, and is come now to the Abbot, the Monastery, and 
the less profitable or popular of the novelsj this is a fortunate circum- 
stance. The management seems very judicious. 


manner which cannot be supposed to produce 
positive or direct advantage, but may rather 
argue some additional degree of expense. 

“But this being premeesed, I cannot help 
highly approving of your going into Parlia- 
ment, especially as a member entirely unfet- 
tered and left to act according to the weal of 
the public, or what you conceive such. It is 
the broad turnpike to importance and conse- 
quence which you, as a man of talents in the 
full vigour of youth, ought naturally to be am- 
bitious of. The present times threaten to bring 
in many occasions when there will and must 
be opportunities of a man distinguishing him- 
self and serving his country. 

“To go into the House without speaking 


would be useless. I will frankly tell you that 
when I heard you speak you seemed always 
sutficieutly up to the occasion both in words 
and matter, but too indifferent in the manner 
in which you pressed your argument, and there- 
fore far less likely to attract attention than if 
you had seemed more earnestly persuaded of 
the truth and importance of what you have 
been saying. I think you may gain advantage 
from taking this hint. No one is disposed to 
weigh any man’s arguments more favourably 
than ho himself does, and if you are not con- 
sidered as gravely interested in what you say, 
and conscious of its importance, your audience 
will not bo so. . . . 

“Edinburgh, 20th Hay, 1830.” 



JUNE, 


June 1. — Proofs and Court, the inevitable employment of the day. 
Louisa Kerr dined with us, and Williams looked in. We talked a 
good deal on Celtic witchery and fairy lore. I was glad to renew my 
acquaintance with this able and learned man. 

June 2. — The Lockharts left us again this morning, and although 
three masons are clanking at their work to clear a well, the noise is 
mitigated, now the poor babies’ clang of tongues is removed. I set 
myself to write, determining to avoid reasoning, and to bring in as 
many stories as possible. Being a Teind Wednesday, I may work 
undisturbed, and I will try to get so far ahead as may permit a jour- 
ney to Abbotsford on Saturday. At nine o’clock was as far ahead as 
page 57. It runs out well, and 150 pages will do. 

June 3. — Finished my proofs, and sent them oS with copy. I saw 
Mr. Dickinson^ on Tuesday : a right plain sensible man. He is so 
confident in my matters, that, being a large creditor himself, he offers 
to come down, with the support of all the London creditors, to carry 
through any measure that can be devised for my behoof. Mr. Cadell 
showed him that we are four years forward in matter prepared for the 
press. Grot Heath’s illustrations, which, I dare say, are finely engraved, 
but commonplace enough in point of art. 

June 4. — Court as usual, and not long detained. Visited Cadell. 
All right, and his reports favourable, it being the launch of our annual 
volume, now traversing a year, with unblemished reputation and suc- 
cess uninterrupted. I should have said I overhauled proofs and fur- 
nished copy in the morning between seven and ten o’clock. 

After coming from the Court I met Woll and Gala, and agreed 
upon the measures to be attempted at Selkirk on the eighth at the 
meeting of trustees. In the evening smoked an extra cigar (none 
since Tuesday), and dedicated the rest to putting up papers, etc., for 
Abbotsford. Anne wants me to go to hear the Tyrolese Minstrels, 
but though no one more esteems that bold and high-spirited people, I 
cannot but think their yodelling, if this be the word, is a variation, or 
set of variations, upon the tones of a jackass, so I remain to dribble 
and scribble at home. 

June 5. — I rose at seven as usual, and, to say truth, dawdled away 
my time in putting things to rights, which is a vile amusement, and 
writing letters to people who write to ask my opinion of their books, 


1 Mr. John Dickinson of Nash Mill, Herts, the eminent paper-maker.— j. a. l. Antt^ p. 294. 
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wMcli is as much as to say — “ Tom, come tickle me.’’ This is worse 
than the other pastime, but either may serve for a broken day, and 
both must be done sometimes. 

\ Abbotsford.] — ^After the Court, started for Abbotsford at half-past 
twelve at noon, and here we are at half-past five impransi. The coun- 
try looks beautiful, though the foliage, larches in particular, have had 
a blight. Yet they can hardly be said to lose foliage since they have 
but a sort of brushes at best. 

June 6. — Went through a good deal of duty as to proofs, and the 
like. At two set out and reached by four Chiefs wood, where I had 
the happiness to find the Lockharts all in high spirits, well and happy. 
Johnnie must be all his life a weakly child, but he may have good 
health, and possesses an admirable temper. We dined with the Lock- 
harts, and were all very happy. 

June 7. — Same duty carefully performed. I continued working 
till about one, when Lockhart came to walk. We took our course 
round by the Lake. I was a good deal fagged, and must have tired 
my companion by walking slow. The Fergusons came over — Sir 
Adam in all his glory — and “the night drave on wi’ sangs and clatter.” ' 

June 8. — Had not time to do more than correct a sheet or two. 
About eleven set ofi for Selkirk, where there was a considerable meet- 
ing of road trustees. The consideration of the new road was intrust- 
ed to a committee which in some measure blinks the question ; yet I 
think it must do in the end. I dined with the Club, young Chesters 
president. It is but bad fun, but I might be father of most of them, 
and must have patience. At length 

“Hame cam our gudeman at e’en, 

And hame cam he.”^ 

June 9. — In the morning I advised Sheriff Court processes, car- 
ried on the Demonology till twelve, then put books, etc., in some or- 
der to leave behind me. Will it be ordered that I come back not like 
a stranger, or sojourner, but to inhabit here ? I do not know; I shall 
be happy either way. It is perhaps a violent change in the end of 
life to quit the walk one has trod so long, and the cursed splenetic 
temper, which besets all men, makes you value opportunities and cir- 
cumstances when one enjoys them no longer. Well ! things must be 
as they may, as says that great philosopher Corporal Nym.® 

\_Edinburgh.'\ — I had my walk, and on my return found the Lock- 
harts come to take luncheon, and leave of us. Beached Edinburgh at 
nine o’clock. Found, among less interesting letters, two from Lord 
Northampton on the death of the poor Marchioness,* and from Anna 
Jane Clephane on the same melancholy topic. Hei mihi I 

June 10. — Corrected proofs, prepared some copy, and did all that 

1 Burns’s Tam o' STianier. 3 Henry V., Act ir. Sc. 1. 

2 See Johnson’s Mimcal Museum Illustra- •* Daughter of his old friend, Mrs. Maclean 

tions, Pt. V. No. 464 Clephane of Torloisk. 
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was right. Dined and wrought in the evening, yet I did not make 
much way after all. 

June 11. — In the morning, the usual labour of two hours. God 
bless that habit of being up at seven 1 I could do nothing without 
it, Eut it keeps me up to the scratch, as they say. I had a letter this 
morning with deep mourning paper and seal; the mention of my 
nephew in the first line made me sick, fearing it had related to Wal- 
ter. It was froni poor Sir Thomas Bradford, who has lost his lady, 
but was indeed an account of Walter,^ and a good one. 

June 12. — A day of general labour and much weariness. 

June 13. — The same may be said of this day. 

June 14. — And of this, only I went out for an hour and a half to 
Mr. Colvin Smith, to conclude a picture for Lord Gillies. This is a 
sad relief from labour. 

“ . . . Sedet aeternumque sedebit 
Infelix Theseus.”® 

But Lord Gillies has been so kind and civil that I must have his pict- 
ure as like as possible. 

June 15. — I had at breakfast the son of Mr. Fellenburg® of Hof- 
wyll, Switzerland, a modest young man. I used to think his father 
something of a quack, in proposing to discover how a boy’s natural 
genius lies, with a view to his education. How would they have made 
me a scholar, is a curious question. Whatever was forced on me as 
a task I should have detested. There was also a gentlemanlike little 

man, the Chevalier de , silent, and speaks no English. Poor 

George Scott, Harden, is dead of the typhus fever. Poor dear boy ! 
I am sorry for him, and yet more for his parents. I have a letter 
from Henry on the subject. 

June 16. — I wrote this forenoon till I completed the 100 pages, 
which is well done. I had a call from Colin Mackenzie, whom I had 
not seen for nearly two years. He has not been so well, and looks 
ghastly, but I think not worse than I have seen him of late years. 
We are very old acquaintances. 1 remember he was one of a small 
party at college, that formed ourselves into a club called the Poetical 
Society. The other members were Charles Kerr of Abbotrule (a sin- 
gular being), Colin M‘Laurin (insane), Colin, and I, who have luckily 
kept our wits. I also saw this morning a Mr. Low, a youth of great 
learning, who has written a good deal on the early history of Scot- 
land."* He is a good-looking, frank, gentlemanlike lad ; with these 
good gifts only a parish schoolmaster in Aberdeenshire. Having won 
a fair holiday I go to see Miss Kemble for the first time. It is two 
or three years since I have been in a theatre, once my delight. 

1 “Little Walter.’' Thomas Scott’s son, who 3 Emanael de Fellenburg, who died in 1844. 
wont to India in 1826, ante^ p. 65. He became “The History of Scotland from the Earliest 

a General in the Indian Army, and died in Period to the Middle of the Ninth Century,” 
1873. by the Rev. Alex. Low. 8vo. Ediuburch. 1826. 
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June 1 7.— Went last night to theatre, and saw Miss Fanny Kem- 
ble’s Isabella,' which was a most creditable performance. It has 
much of the genius of Mrs. Siddons, her aunt. She wants her beau- 
tiful countenance, her fine form, and her matchless dignity of step 
and manner. On the other hand. Miss Fanny Kemble has very ex- 
pressive, though not regular, features., and what is worth it all, great 
energy mingled with and chastened by correct taste. I suffered by 
the heat, lights, and exertion, and will not go back to-night, for it has 
purchased me a sore headache this theatrical excursion. Besides, 
the play is Mrs. Beverley ,"* and I hate to be made miserable about do- 
mestic distress, so I keep my gracious presence at home to-night, 
though I love and respect Miss Kemble for giving her active support 
to her father in his need, and preventing Covent Garden from coming 
down about their ears. I corrected proofs before breakfast, attended 
Court, but was idle in the forenoon, the headache annoying me much. 
Dinner will make me better. And so it did. I wrote in the evening 
three pages, and tolerably well, though I may say with the Emperor 
Titus (not Titus Oates) that I have lost a day. 

June 18, [Blair-Adam ^ — Young John Oolquhoun of Killermont 
and his wife breakfasted with us, — a neat custom that, and saves wine 
and wassail. Then to Court, and arranged for our departure for 
Blair- Adam, it being near midsummer when the club meets. Anne 
with me, and Sir Adam Ferguson. The day was execrable. Our 
meeting at* Blair-Adam was cordial, but our numbers diminished ; the 
good and very clever Lord Chief-Baron* is returned to his own coun- 
try, with more regrets than in Scotland usually attend a stranger. 
Will Clerk has a bad cold, [Thomas] Thomson is detained, but the 
Chief Commissioner, Admiral Adam, Sir Adam, John Thomson and 
i, make an excellent concert. I only hope our venerable host will not 
fatigue himself. To-morrow we go to Culross, which Sir Robert Pres- 
ton is repairing, and the wise arc asking for whose future enjoy- 
ment. He is upwards of ninety, but still may enjoy the bustle of 
life. 

June 19. — Arose and expected to work a little, but a friend’s 
house is not favourable ; you are sure to want the book you have not 
brought, and are in short out of sorts, like the minister who could 
not preach out of his own pulpit. There is something fanciful in 
this, and something real too, and I have forgot my watch and left half 
my glasses at home. 

Off we set at half-past eight o’clock. Lord Chief-Commissioner be- 
ing left at home owing to a cold. We breakfasted at Luscar, a place 
belonging to Adam Rolland, but the gout Iiad arrested him at Edin- 
burgh, so we were hospitably received by his family. The weather 
most unpropitious, very cold and rainy. After breakfast to Culross, 


1 Southerne’s Fatal Marriage. 
3* Jn the Gam^Ur by Moore. 


3 Sir Samuel Shepherd. —See ante^ p. 34 n. 


JOURNAL 


495 


1830.] 


where the veteran, Sir Robert Preston^ showed ns his cariosities. Life 
has done as much for him as most people. In his ninety-second year 
he has an ample fortune, a sound understanding, not the least decay 
of eyes, ears, or taste ; is as big as two men, and eats like three. Yet 
he too experiences the singula prcedantur anni, and has lost some- 
thing since I last saw him. If his appearance renders old age toler- 
able, it does not make it desirable. But I fear when death comes we 
shall be unwilling for all that to part with our bundle of sticks. Sir 
Robert amuses himself with repairing the old House of Culross, built 
by the Lord Bruce of Kinloss. To what use it is destined is not very 
evident to me. It is too near his own comfortable mansion of Val- 
leyfield to be useful as a residence, if indeed it could be formed into 
a comfortable modern house. But it is rather like a banqueting 
house. Well, he follows his own fancy. We had a sumptuous cold 
dinner. Adam grieves it was not hot, so little can war and want 
break a man to circumstances. We returned to Blair- Adam in the 
evening, through the wind but and the rain.” For June weather it is 
the most ungenial I have seen. The beauty of Culross consists in 
magnificent terraces rising on the sea-beach, and commanding the 
opposite shore of Lothian ; the house is repairing in the style of James 
the Sixth. The windows have pediments like Ileriot’s Work.^ There 
are some fine relics of the old Monastery, with large Saxon arclies. 
At Luscar I saw with pleasure the painting by Raeburn, of my old 
friend Adam Rolland, Esq.,^ who was in the external circumstances, 
but not in frolic or fancy, my prototype for Paul PI cy dell* 

June 20. — We settled this morning to go to church at Lochore, 
that is, at Ballingray ; but when we came’ to the earthly paradise so 
called, we were let off for there was no sermon, for which I could not 
in my heart be sorry. So, after looking at’ Lochore, back wo came to 
lounge and loiter about till dinner-time. The rest of the day was 
good company, good cheer, and good conversation. Yet to be idle 
here is not the thing, and to be busy is impossible, so I wish myself 
home again in spite of good entertainment. Wc leave to-night after 
an early dinner, and I will get to work again. 

June 21, [EdinhurgKl . — Wrote to Walter a long letter. The day 
continued dropping occasionally, but Sir Adam was in high fooling, 
and wc had an amazing deal of laughing. We stole a look at the 
Kiery Craigs between showers. In the meantime George Olieape and 
his son came in. We dined at half-past three, but it was seven ere 
we set off, and did not reach the house jn Shandwick Place till eleven 
at night. Thus ended our Club for the year 1830, its thirteenth an- 


1 Sir Robert Preston, Bart., died in May, 1834, 
aged ninety- five. — j. g-. l. 

2 Hcriot’s Hospital, Edinburgh. 

3 Sec ante^ p. 400 note, and for sketch oi 
Adam Rolland of Cask, Cockburn’s Memorials, 


•* The “frolic and fancy” ofOonncillor I’h'y- 
dell wore commonly suppo.scd to Ijuvo l)c(‘n 
found in Andn'W Oro.slno, A(lvocat(\ but n.s 
Crosbio died when Scott was only Ibiirtccn, 
and hiul rotire.d from the bar for Konio yf'arn, 
the latter could wuircclv havo known hiiii nor. 
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niversary. Its numbers were diminislied by absence and indisposi- 
tion, but its spirit was unabated. 

June 22. — Finished proofs and some copy in the morning. Re- 
turned at noon, and might have laboured a good day’s work, but was 
dull, drowsy, and indolent, and could not, at least did not, write above 
half a page. It was a day lost, and indeed it is always with me the 
consequence of mental indolence for a day or two, so I had a suc- 
cession of eating and dozing, which I am ashamed of, for there was 
nothing to hinder me but “ thick-coming fancies.” Pshaw, rabbit un ! 

June 23. — Worked well this morning, and then to Court. At two 
called on Mr. Gibson, and find him disposed for an instalment. Cadell 
has £10,000, and Gibson thinks £12,000 will pay 2s. 6d. I wish it 
could be made three shillings, which would be £15,000. 

Presided at a meeting of the Bannatyne Club. The Whigs made 
a strong party to admit Kennedy of Dunure, which set aside Lord 
Medwyn, who had been longer on the roll of candidates. If politics 
get into this Club it will ruin the literary purpose of the meeting, 
and the general good-humour with which it has gone on. I think it 
better to take the thing good-humouredly, and several of them volun- 
teered to say that Medwyn must be the next, which will finish all a 
Vaimable. If it come to party-work I will cut and run. Confound it ! 
my eyes are closing now, even now, at half -past four. 

Dined with Lord Medwyn, a pleasant party. The guest of impor- 
tance, Mrs. Peter Latouche from Dublin, a fine old dame, wlio must 
have been beautiful when young, being pleasant and comely at seven- 
ty, — saintly it appears. 

June 24. — Hard work with Ballantyne’s proofs and revises, but 
got them accomplished. I am at the twelfth hour, but I think I shall 
finish this silly book before the tenth of July. 

Notwithstanding this sage resolution I did not write half a page 
of the said Demonology this day. I went to the Court, called on Mr. 
Cadell, returned dog-tired, and trifled my time with reading the trial 
of Corder. What seemed most singular was liis love to talk of the 
young woman he had murdered, in such a manner as to insinuate the 
circumstances of his own crime, which is a kind of necessity which 
seems to haunt conscience-struck men. Charles Sharpe came in at 
night and supped with us. 

June 25. — Slept little later than I should. The proofs occupied 
the morning. The Court and walk home detained me till two. When 
I returned, set to work and reached page 210 of copy. There is lit- 
tle or nothing else to say. Skene was with me for a few minutes. I 
called at Cadell’s also, who thinks a dividend of 3s. per pound will be 
made out.^ This will bo one-half of the whole debts, and leave a 
sinking fund for the rest about £10,000 a year if the beast live and 
the branks bide hale.”'^ 


1 A second dividend of 3s. was declared on 
December 17, 1830. 


2 An old Galloway proverb. Branks, “a sort 
of bridle used by country people in riding.”-— 
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June 26. — Miss Kemble and her father breakfasted here, with Sir 
Adam and Lady Ferguson. I like the young lady very much, re- 
specting both her talents and the use she has made of them. She 
seems merry, unaffected, and good-humoured. She said she did not 
like the apathy of the Scottish audiences, who are certain not to give 
applause upon credit. I went to the Court, but soon returned ; a 
bad cold in my head makes me cough and sneeze like the Dragon of 
Wantley. The Advocates’ Bill’ is read a third time. I hardly know 
whether to wish it passed or no, and am therefore in utrumque pa- 
ratus. 

June 27. — In the morning worked as usual at proofs and copy of 
my infernal Demonology — a task to which my poverty and not my 
will consents. About twelve o’clock I went to the country to take a 
day’s relaxation. We (^.e. Mr. Cadell, James Ballantyne, and I) went 
to Prestonpans, and, getting there about one, surveyed the little vil- 
lage, where my aunt and I were lodgers for the sake of sea-bathing 
in 1778, 1 believe. I knew the house of Mr. AVarroch, where we lived, 
— a poor cottage, of which the owners and their family are extinct. 
I recollected my juvenile ideas of dignity attendant on the large gate, 
a black arch which lets out upon the sea. I saw the church where I 
yawned under the inflictions of a Dr. McCormick, a name in which 
dulness seems to have been hereditary. I saw the Links where I ar- 
ranged my shells upon the turf, and swam my little skiffs in the pools. 
Many comparisons between the man, and the recollections of my kind 
aunt, of old George Constable, who, i think, dangled after her; of 
Dalgetty, a veteran half-pay lieutenant, who swaggered his solitary 
walk on the parade, as he called a little open space before the same 
pool. We went to Preston, and took refuge from a thunder-plump 
in the old tower. I remembered the little garden where I was 
crammed with gooseberries, and the fear I had of Blind Harry’s 
spectre of Fawdon showing his headless trunk at one of the windows. 
I remembered also a very good-natured pretty girl (my Mary Duff), 
whom T laughed and romped with and loved as children love. She 
was a Miss Dalrymple, daughter of Lord Westhall,^ a Lord of Session ; 
was afterwards married to Anderson of Winterfield, and her daugh- 
ter is now [the spouse] of my colleague Robert Hamilton. So strange- 
ly are our cards shuffled. I was a mere child, and could feel none 
of the passion which Byron alleges, yet the recollection of this good- 
humoured companion of my childhood is like that of a morning 
dream, nor should I now greatly like to dispel it by seeing the orig- 
inal, who must now be sufficiently time-honoured. 

Well, we walked over the field of battle, saw the Prince’s Park, 
Cope’s Loan, marked by slaughter in his disastrous retreat, the thorn- 


Jamieson. Burns in a Scotch letter to Nicol 
of June 1, 1787, says, “I’ll he in Dumfries the 
morn gif the beast he to the fore and the 
branks bide hale.”— Cromek’s Rdiques^ p. 29. 


1 Kelating to the changes in the Court of 
Session, 

2 David Dalrymple of Westhall was a judge 
of the Court of Session from 1777 till his death 

in 1784. 
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tree which marks the centre of the battle, and all besides that was to 
he seen or supposed. We saw two broadswords, found on the held 
of battle, one a Highlander’s, an Andrew Ferrara, another the dra- 
goon’s sword of that day. Lastly, we came to Cockenzie, where Mr. 
Francis Oadell, my publisher’s brother, gave us a kind reception. I 
was especially glad to see the mother of the family, a fine old lady, 
who was civil to my aunt and me, and, I recollect well, used to have 
us to tea at Cockenzie. Curious that I should long afterwards have 
an opportunity to pay back this attention to her son Robert Once 
more, what a kind of shufl9[ing of the hand dealt us at our nativity. 
There was Mrs. F. Cadell, and one or two young ladies, and some fine 
fat children. I should be a bastard to the time’ did I not tell our fare. 
W.e had a tiled whiting,® a dish unknown elsewhere, so there is a 
bone for the gastronomers to pick. Honest John Wood,® my old 
friend, dined with us. I only regret I cannot understand him, as he 
has a very powerful memory, and much curious information. The 
whole day of pleasure was damped by the news of the King’s death; 
it was fully expected, however, as the termination of his long illness. 
But he was very good to me personally, and a kind sovereign. The 
common people and gentry join in their sorrow. Much is owing to 
a kindly recollection of his visit to this country, which gave all men 
an interest in him. 

June 29. — The business of the Court was suspended, so back I 
came, without stop or stay, and to work went I. As I had risen early 
• I was sadly drowsy ; however, I fought and fagged away the day. I 
am still in hope to send my whole manuscript to Ballantync before 
the 10th July. Well, I must devise something to myself ; I must do 
something better than this Demonological trash. It is nine o’clock, 
and I am weary, yea, my very spirit’s tired."* After ten o’clock Mr. 
Daveis,® an American barrister of eminence, deputed to represent the 
American States in a dispute concerning the boundaries of Kova 
Scotia and New England, with an introduction to me from Mr. Tick- 
nor, called. I was unable to see him, and put him off till to-morrow 
morning at breakfast. 

June 30. — The new King was proclaimed, and the College of Jus- 
tice took the oaths, I assisted Mr- Daveis, who is a pleasant and well- 
informed man, to see the ceremony, which, probably, he would hardly 
witness in his own country. A day of noise and bustle. We dined 
at Mr. and Mrs. Strange, chere exqidse I suppose. Many friends of 
the Arniston family. I thought there was some belief of Lord Mel- 
ville losing his place. That he may exchange it for another is very 
likely, but I think the Duke will not desert him who adhered to him 
so truly. 


1 King John^ Act i. Sc. 1. 

2 A whiting dried in the sun ; hut “tiled 
haddocks” and “tiled whiting.s” are now un- 
known to the fisher-folk of Cockon25ic. 

3 John Philip Wood, editor of Douglases Peer- 


age of ^Scotland, etc., was deaf and dumb; he 
died in 1838 in his seventy- fourth year. 

4 Coriolanus, Act i. Sc. U. 

3 Charles S. Daveis of Portland, a friend of 
Mr George Ticknor, in whose Info (2 vols. 8vo, 
Boston, 1876) he is often mentioned. 



JULY 


July 1. — Mr. Daveis breakfasted with me. On nearer acquaint- 
ance, I was more galled by some portion of continental manners than 
I had been at first, so difficult is it for an American to correct his 
rnanner to our ideas of perfect good-breeding.^ I did all that was 
right, however, and asked Miss Ferrier, whom he admires prodigious- 
ly, to meet him at dinner. Hither came also a young friend, so I 
have done the polite thing every way. Thomson also dined with us. 
After dinner I gave my strangers an airing round the Corstorphine 
hills, and returned by the Cramond road. I sent to Mr. Gibson, Ca- 
dell’s project for Lammas, which raises £15,000 for a dividend of 3s. 
to be then made. I think the trustees should listen to this, which is 
paying one-half of my debt. 

July 2. — Have assurances from John Gibson that £15,000 
should be applied as I proposed. If this can be repeated yearly up 
to 1835 the matter is ended, and well ended; yet, woe’s me! the 
public change their taste, and their favourites get old. Yet if I was 
born in 1771, 1 shall only be sixty in 1831, and, by the same reason- 
ing, sixty-four in 1835, so I may rough it out, yet be no Sir Robert 
Preston. At any rate, it is all I have to trust to. 

I did a morning’s task, and was detained late at the Court; came 
home, ate a hearty dinner, slumbered after it in spite of my teeth, 
and made a poor night’s work of it. One’s mind gets so dissipated 
by the fagging, yet insignificant, business of the offices ; my release 
comes soon, but I fear for a term only, for I doubt if they will carry 
through the Court Bill. 

July 3. — My day began at seven as usual. Sir Adam came to 
breakfast. I read Southey’s edition of the Pilgrim'' s Progress^ and 
think of reviewing the same. 1 would I had books at hand. To the 
Court, and remained till two ; then went to look at the drawings for 
repairing Murthly, the house of Sir John or James Stewart, now 
building by Gillespie Graham, and which he has planned after the 
fashion of James vi.’s reign, a kind of bastard Grecian’* — very fanci- 


1 An amusing illustration of the difficulty of 
seeing ourselves as others see us may be found 
written twenty-five years later by Nathaniel 
Hawthorne, where the author of the Scarlet 
Letter expresses in like manner his surprise at 
the want of refinement in Englishmen: — “I had 
been struck by the very rough aspect of these 
John Bulls in their morning garb, their coarse 
frock-coats, grey hats, check trousers, and 
stout shoes; at dinner-table it was not at first 


easy to recognise the same individuals. . , . 
But after a while, ‘you see the same rough fig- 
ure through all the finery, and become sensible 
that John Bull cannot make himself fine, what- 
ever he may put on. He is a rough animal, 
and his female is well adapted to him.’” — 
Hawthorne and His Wife, vol. ii. p. 70. ‘2 vols. 
8vo. Cambridge, U. S. A . , 1S84. 

2 Architects style it Elizabethan, but Sir Wal- 
ter’s term is not inappropriate. 
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ful and pretty tliougli. Read Hone’s Every-day Booh^ and with a 
better opinion of him than I expected from his anti-religious frenzy. 
We are to dine with the Skenes to-day. 

Which we did accordingly, meeting Mr. and Mrs. Strange, Lord 
Forbes, and other friends. 

July 4. — Was a complete and serious day of work, only inter- 
rupted in the evening by , who, with all the freedom and ease of 

continental manners, gratified me with his gratuitous presence. Yet 
it might have been worse, for his conversation is well enough, but it 
is strange want of tact to suppose one must be alike welcome to a 
stranger at all hours of the day \ but I have stuffed the portfolio, so 
do not grudge half-an-hour. 

July 5 . — I was up before seven and resumed my labours, and by 
breakfast-time I had reached p. 133 ; it may reach to 160 or 170 as 
I find space and matter. Buchanan' came and wrote about fifteen 
of his pages, equal to mine in proportion of three to one. We are 
therefore about p. 138, and in sight of land. At two o’clock went to 
bury poor George Burnet, the son of Gilbert Innes, in as heavy a rain 
as I ever saw. Was in Shandwick Place again by four and made 
these entries. I dine to-day with the Club ; grant Heaven it fair be- 
fore six o’clock ! 

We met at Barry’s,’* and had a gallant dinner, but only few of our 
number was present. Alas 1 sixty does not rally to such meetings 
with the alacrity of sixteen, and our Club has seen the space between 
these terms. I was home and abed when Charles arrived and waked 
me. Poor fellow ! he is doing very well with his rheumatic limbs. 

July 6. — I did little this morning but correct some sheets, and 
was at the Court all morning. About two I called at Mr. Cadell’s, 
and I learned the dividend was arranged. Sir Adam fell in with us, 
and laid anchors to windward to get an invitation to Cockenzic for 
next year, being struck with my life-like description of a tiled had- 
dock. I came home much fagged, slept for half-an-hour (I don’t 
like this lethargy), read I Fromessi Sjosi, and was idle. Miss Kerr 
dined and gave us music. 

July 7. — This morning corrected proofs, -^itli which J. B. pro- 
ceeds lazily enough, and alleges printing reasons, of which he has 
plenty at hand. Though it was the Teind Wednesday the devil 
would have it that this was a Court of Session day also for a cause 
of mine ; so there I sat hearing a dozen cases of augmentation of 
stipend pleaded, and wondering within myself whether anything can 
be predicated of a Scottish parish, in which there cannot be discov- 
ered a reason for enlarging the endowments of the minister. I re- 
turned after two, with a sousing shower for companion ; I got very 
wet and very warm. But shall we go mourn for that, my dear ? ^ I 


1 An amanuensis wlio was employed by Scott 
at this time. 


2 British Hotel, 70 Queen St. 

3 See Wmter'’s Tale, Act iv. Sc. 2. 
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rather like a flaw of weather ; it shows something of the old man is 
left. I had Mr. Buchanan to help pack my papers and things, and 
got through part of that unpleasant business. 

July 8. — I had my letters as usual, hut no proofs till I was just 
going out. Returning from the Court met Skene, who brought me 
news that our visit was at an end for Saturday, poor Colin having 
come to town very unwell. I called to see him, and found him suf- 
fering under a degree of slow palsy, his spirits depressed, and his 
looks miserable, worse a great deal than when I last saw him: His 
wife and daughter were in the room, dreadfully distressed. We 
spoke but a few words referring to recovery and better days, which, 
I suspect, neither of us hoped.^ For I looked only on the ghost of 
my friend of many a long day ; and he, while he said to see me did 
him good, must have had little thought of our meeting under better 
auspices. We shall, of course, go straight to Abbotsford, instead of 
travelling by Harcus as we intended. 

July 9. — Two distressed damsels on my hands, one, a friend of 
Harriet Swinton, translates from the Italian a work on the plan of I 
Promessi Sposiy but I fear she must not expect much from the trade. 
A translation with them is a mere translation — that is, a thing which 
can be made their own at a guinea per sheet, and they will not have 
an excellent one at a higher rate. Second is Miss Young, daughter 
of the excellent Dr. Young of Hawick. If she can, from her father’s 
letters and memoranda, extract materials for a fair simple account of 
his life, I would give my name as editor, and I think it might do, but 
for a large publication — Palabras, neighbour Dogberry,^ the time is 
by. Dined with the Bannatyne, where we had a lively party. 
Touching the songs, an old roue must own an improvement in the 


1 See ante, January 15, 1828, p. 346. Mr. 
Mackenzie of Portmore died in September, 
1830, when Sir Walter wrote Mr. Skene tbe 
following letter;— 

“ Dear Skene,— I observe from tbe papers 
that our invaluable friend is no more. I bave 
reason to think, that as I surmised when I saw 
him last, the interval has been a melancholy 
one, at least to those who had to watch the 
progress. I never expected to see his kind face 
more, after I took leave of him in Charlotte 
Square ; yet the certainty that such must be the 
ca.sc is still a painful shock, as I can never hope 
again to meet, during the remaining span of 
my own life, a friend in whom high talents for 
the business of life were more happily mingled 
with all those affections which form the dear- 
est part of human intercourse. In that respect 
I believe his like hardly is to be found. I hope 
Mrs. Skene and you will make my assurance 
of deep sympathy, of which they know it is ex- 
pressed by a friend of poor Colin of fifty years’ 
standing. 

“ I hope my young friend, his son, will keep 
his father’s example before bis eyes. His best 
fViend cannot wish him a better model. 

“lam just setting off to the West for a long- 
promised tour of a week. I shall be at Abbots- 
ford after Monday, 2Tth current, and I hope 


Mrs. Skene and you, with some of our young 
friends, will do us the pleasure to come here 
for a few days. We see how separations may 
happen among friends, and should not neglect 
the opportunity of being together while we can. 
Besides, entre nous, it is time to think what is 
to be done about the Society, as the time of 
my retirement draws nigh, and I am determin- 
ed, at whatever loss, not to drag out the last 
sands of my life in that sand-cart of a place, 
the Parliament House. I think it hurt poor 
Colin. This is, however, subject for future con- 
sideration, as I have not breathed a syllable 
about resigning the Chair to any one, but it 
must soon follow as a matter of course. 

“Should you think of writing to let me know 
how the distressed family are, you may direct, 
during the beginning of next week, to Drum- 
lanrig, Thornhill, Dumfriesshire. 

“ My kind love attends my dear Mrs. Skene, 
girls, boys, and all the family, and I am, al- 
ways yours, Walter Scott. 

“AsBOTSFoan, ISiA iSep^emJer [1830].” 

2 Much Ado about Nothing, Act ni. Sc. 5. 


* sir Walter had been President of the Royal Society 
of Edinburfjh for some years ; his resi^ation was not ac- 
cepted, and he retained'the office until he died. 
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times, when all paw-paw words are omitted, and naughty innuendos 
One is apt to say — 

“Swear me, Kate, like a lady as thou art, 

A good mouth-filling oath, and leave ‘ in sooth,* 

And such protest of pepper-gingerbread/’^ 

I think there is more affectation than improvement in the new mode. 

July 10. — Rose rather late : the champagne and turtle, I suppose, 
for our reform includes no fasting. Then poor Ardwell came to 
breakfast ; then Dr. Young’s daughter. I have projected with Cadell 
a plan of her father’s life, to be edited by me.’* If she does but tol- 
erably, she may have a fine thing of it. Next came the Court, where 
sixty judgments were pronounced and written by the Clerks, I hope 
all correctly, though an error might well happen in such a crowd, and 

, one of the best men possible, is beastly stupid. Be that as it 

may, off came Anne, Charles, and I for Abbotsford. We started 
about two, and the water being too deep didn’t arrive till past seven ; 
dinner, etc., filled up the rest of the day. 

July 11, Abbotsford. — Corrected my proofs and the lave of it till 
about one o’clock. Then started for a walk to Chiefswood, which I 
will take from station to station,* with a book in my pouch. I have 
begun Lawrie Todd^ which ought, considering the author’s undisputed 
talents, to have been better. He might have laid Cooper aboard, but 
he follows, far behind. No wonder : Galt, poor fellow, was in the 
King’s Bench when he wrote it. No whetter of genius is necessity, 
though said to be the mother of invention. 

July 12. — Another wet day, but I walked twice up and down the 
terrace, and also wrote a handsome scrap of copy, though mystified 
by the want of my books, and so forth. Dr. and Mrs. Lockhart and 
Violet came to luncheon and left us to drive on to Peebles. I read 
and loitered and longed to get my things in order. Got to work, 
however, at seven in the morning. 

July 13. — Now “ what a thing it is to be an ass 1”* I have a let- 
ter from a certain young man, of a sapient family, announcing that 
his sister had so far mistaken my attentions as to suppose I was 
only prevented by modesty from stating certain wishes and hopes, 
etc. The party is a woman of rank : so far my vanity may be satis- 
fied. But to think I would wish to appropriate a grim grenadier 
made to mount guard at St. James’s ! The Lord deliver me ! I ex- 
cused myself with little picking upon the terms, and there was no oc- 
casion for much delicacy in repelling such an attack. 

July 14. — The Court of Session Bill is now committed in the 
House of Lords, so it fairly goes on this season, and I have, I sup- 
pose, to look for my conge, I can hardly form a notion of the possi- 

1 1 King Henry / V., Act iir. Sc. 1. 3 Sir Walter had seats placed at suitable dia- 

2 The biography here spoken of was not pub- tances between the house and Chiefswood. 

lished. ■* Titus Andronicus^ Act iv. Sc. 2. 
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bility that I am not to return to Edinburgh. My clerk Buchanan 
came here, and assists me to finish the Demonology Letters^ and be 
d — d to them. But it is done to their hand. Two ladies, Mrs. La- 
touche of Dublin, and her niece. Miss Boyle, came to spend a day or 
two. The aunt is a fine old lady; the conversation that of a serious 
person frightened out of her wits by the violence and superstition of 
our workers of miracles in the west.^ Miss Boyle is a pretty young 
woman, rather quiet for an Irish lass. 

July 16. — We visited at Lessudden yesterday, and took Mrs. La- 
touche thither. To-day, as they had left us, we went alone to Major 
John’s house of Ravens wood and engaged a large party of cousins to 
dine to-morrow. 

In the evening a party of foreigners came around the door, and 
going out I found Le Comte Ladislaus de Potocki, a great name in 
Poland, with his lady and brother-in-law, so offered wine, coffee, tea, 
etc. The lady is strikingly pretty. If such a woman as she had 
taken an affection for a lame baronet, nigh sixty years old, it would 
be worth speaking about 1 I have finished the Demonology.^ 

July 17. — Another bad day, wet past all efforts to walk, and 
threatening a very bad harvest. Persecuted with begging letters; 
an author’s Pegasus is like a post-chaise leaving the door of the inn : 
the number of beggars Is uncountable. The language they hold of 
my character for charity makes my good reputation as troublesome 
as that of Joseph Surface.* A dinner of cousins, the young Laird of 
Raeburn, so he must be called, though nearly as old as I am, at their 
head. His brother Robert, who has been in India for forty years, 
excepting one short visit : a fine manly fellow, who has helled the cat 
with fortune, and held her at bay as a man of mould may. Being 
all kinsmen and frienffs, we made a merry day of our re-union. All 
left at night. 

July 18. — 

“ Time runs, I know not how, away.” 

Here am I beginning the second week of my vacation — though 
what needs me note that? — vacation and session will probably be the 
same to me in the future. The long remove, must then be looked to, 
for the final signal to break up, and that is a serious thought. 

I have corrected two sets of proofs, one for the mail, another for 
the Blucher to-morrow. 

[JJo entry between July 18 and September 5.] 

[Mr. Lockhart remarks that it was during this interval that the 


1 For an account of these “miracles” see 
Peace in Believing— Q. memoir of Isabella Camp- 
bell of Fernicarry. Roseneath, 8vo, 1829, 

2 Letters on Demonology and Witckcrafl^ ad- 


dressed to J. G. Lockhart, Esq., was published 
before the end of the year in ilnrray’s Family 
Library. 

3 School for Scandal 
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highest point of his recovery was reached. The following little note 
accompanied the review of Southey’s Bunyan to Chiefswood on Au- 
gust 6th : — 

“ Dear Lockhart, I send you the enclosed. I intended to have 
brought it myself with help of ‘ Daddy Dun,’ but I find the weather 
is making a rain of it to purpose. 

I suppose you are all within doors, and the little gardeners all 
oE work. — Yours, W. S.”] 

A playful yet earnest petition, showing Sir Walter’s continued 
solicitude for the welfare of the good “ Dominie Sampson,” was also 
written at this time to the Duke of Buccleuch : — 

“ Abbotsford, August. 

“The minister of having fallen among other black cocks of 

the season, emboldens me once more to prefer my humble request in 
favour of George Thomson, long tutor in this family. His case is so 
well known to your Grace that I would be greatly to blame if I en- 
larged upon it. His morals are irreproachable, his talents very re- 
spectable. He has some oddity of manner, but it is far from attach- 
ing to either the head or the heart. . . . 

“ It would be felt by me among one of the deepest obligations of 
the many which I owe to the house of Buccleuch. I daresay your 
Grace has shot a score of black game to-day. Pray let your name- 
sake bag a parson.” 



SEPTEMBER 


September 5 . — In spite of resolution I have left my Diary for some 
weeks, I cannot tell why. We have had the usual number of travel- 
ling Counts and Countesses, Yankees male and female, and a Yankee- 
Doodle-Dandy into the bargain, a smart young Virginia man. We 
have had friends of our own also, the Miss Ardens, young Mrs. Mor- 
ritt and Anne Morritt, most agreeable visitors.^ Cadell came out 
here yesterday with his horn filled with good news. This will in ef- 
fect put an end to the trust ; only the sales and produce must be 
pledged to insure the last £15,000 and the annuity interest of £600. 
In this way Mr. Cadell will become half -partner in the remaining vol- 


1 Sir Walter bad written to Morritt on bis 
retirement from the Court of Session, and bis 
old friend responded in the following cordial 
letter:— 

November j 1830. 

“ My dear Scott,— ... I am sorry to read 
what you tell me of your lameness, but legs 
are not so obedient to many of us at our a^e as 
they were twenty years ago, non immunes ah 
illis mails sumus, as the learned Partridge and 
Lilly’s Grammar tells us. I find mine swell, 
and am forced to bandage, and should not ex- 
ert them with impunity in walking as I used 
to do, either in long walks or in rough ground. 
I am glad, however, you have escaped from the 
Court of Session, even at the risk of sometimes 
feeling the want you allude to of winter socie- 
ty, You think you shall tire of solitude in 
these months: and in spite of books and the 
love of them, I have discovered by experience 
the possibility of such a feeling; but can we 
not in some decree remedy this? Why should 
we both be within two days’ march of each 
other and not sometimes together, as of old? 
How I have enjoyed in your house the sum- 
mum bonum of Sir Wm, Temple’s philosophy, 

‘ something which is not Home and yet with 
the liberty of Home, which is not Solitude, and 
yet hath the ease of Solitude, and which is only 
found in the house of an old friend. ’ Our sum- 
mer months are well provided with summer 
friends. You have plenty and to spare of 
sight- seers, Lions, and their hunters, and I 
have travellers, moor-shooters, etc., in equal 
abundance, but now when the country is aban- 
doned, and Walter is leaving you, how 1 wish 
you would bring dear Anne and partake for a 
while our little circle here — we stir not till 
Christmas— if before that time such a pleasure 
could be attainable. Well, then, for auld lang 
syne, will you not, now that the Session has 
no claim on you, combine our forces against 
the possibility of ennui. If you will do this, I 


will positively, and in good faith, hold myself 
in readiness to do as much by you in the next 
November, and in every alternate November, 
nor shall the month ever pass without bring- 
ing us together. Do not tell me, as Wm. Rose 
would not fail to do if I gave him so good an 
opportunity, that my proposal would be a great- 
er bore than the solitude it destroyed. It shall 
be no such thing, but only the trouble of the 
journey. I feel too, as I grow older, the vis 
inertia, and fancy that locomotion is more dif- 
ficult, but let us abjure the doctrine, for it 
baulks much pleasure. Pray— pray as the chil- 
dren say — come to us, think of it first as not 
impossible, then weigh fairly the objections, 
and if they resolve themselves into mere aver- 
sion to change, overcome them by an assurance 
that the very change will give value to the re- 
sumption of your home avocations. If I plead 
thus strongly, perhaps it is because I feel the 
advantage to myself. Time has made gaps in 
the list of old friends as in yours ; young ones, 
though very cheering and useful, are not, and 
cannot be, the same. I enjoy them too when 
present, but in absence I regret the others. 
What remains but to make the most of those 
we have still left when both body and mind 
permit us [to enjoy] them. I have books; also 
a room that shall [be your own], and a [pony] 
off which I can shoot, which I will engage shall 
neither tumble himself or allow you to tumble 
in any excursion on which you may venture. 
Dear Anne will find and make my womenkind 
as happy as you will make me, and we have 
only to beg you to stay long and be most cord- 
ially welcome. . . . Adieu, dear Scott I fear 
you will not come for all I can say. I could 
almost lose a tooth or a finger (if it were neces- 
sary) to find myself mistaken. Come, and come 
soon ; stay long ; be assured of welcome. 

“.All unite in this and in love to you and 
Anne, with your assured friend, 

‘‘J. B. Morritt.” 
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umes of the books following St, Honan's ; with all my heart, but he 
must pay well for it, for it is good property. Neither is any value 
stated for literary profits ; yet, four years should have four novels be- 
twixt 1830-4. This at £-2500 per volume might be £8000, which 
would diminish Mr. CadelPs advance considerably. All this seems 
feasible enough, so my fits of sullen alarm are ill placed. It makes 
me care less about the terms I retire upon. The eEorts by which we 
have advanced thus far are new in literature, and what is gained is 
secure. 

[iVb entr^ between September 5 and December 20.] 



BECEMBER 


Becemher 20. — From September 5 to December 20 is a long gap, 
and I have seen plenty of things worth recollecting, had I ma^ed 
them down when they were gliding past. But the time has gone by. 
When I feel capable of taking it up, I will. 

Little self will jostle out everything else, and my affairs, which in 
some respects are excellent, in others, like the way of the world, are 
far from being pleasant. 

Of good I have the pleasure of saying I have my children well, 
and in good health. The dividend of 3s. in the pound has been 
made to the creditors, and the creditors have testified their sense of 
my labours by surrendering my books, furniture, plate, and curiosi- 
ties. I see some friends of mine think this is not handsomely done. 
In my opinion it is extremely so. There are few things so [easy] as 
to criticise the good things one does, and to show that we ourselves 
would have done [more] handsomely. But those who know the 
world and their own nature are always better pleased with one kind 
action carried through and executed, than with twenty that only glide 
through their minds, while perhaps they tickle the imagination of the 
benevolent Barmecide who supposes both the entertainment and the 
eater. These articles do not amount to less than £10,000 at least, 
and, without dispensing with them entirely, might furnish me with a 
fund for my younger children.^ Now, suppose these creditors had 
not seriously carried their purpose into execution, the transaction 
might have been afterwards challenged, and the ease of mind which 
it produced to me must have been uncertain in comparison. Well ! 
one-half of these claims are cleared off, furnished in a great measure 
by one-half issue of the present edition of the Waverley Novels, which 
had reached the 20th of the series. 

It cannot be expected that twenty more will run off so fast ; the 
later volumes are less favourites, and are really less interesting. Yet 
when I read them over again since their composition, I own I found 
them considerably better than I expected, and I think, if other circum- 
stances do not crush them and blight their popularity, they will make 
their way. Mr. Cadell is still desirous to acquire one-half of the 
property of this part of the work, which is chiefly my own. He pro- 
poses assembling all my detached works of fiction and articles in 
Annuals, so that the whole, supposing I write, as is proposed, six new 


1 See Zi/e, vol. x. pp. 10-25. 
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volumes, will run tlie collection to fifty, when it is time to close it. 
Between cash advanced on this property, and a profit on the sale of 
the second part, Mr. Cadell thinks, having taken a year or two years’ 
time, to gather a little wind into the bag, I will be able to pay, on my 
part, a further sum of i)30,000, or the moiety remaining of the whole 
debts, amounting now to less then £60,000. 

Should this happy period arrive in or about the year 1832 the 
heavy work will be wellnigh finished. For, although £30,000 will 
still remain, yet there is £20,000 actually secured upon my life, and 
the remaining £10,000 is set against the sale of Waverley^ which 
shall have been issued ; besides which there is the whole Poetry, Bona- 
parte^ and several other articles, equally [available] in a short time to 
pay up the balance, and afford a very large reversion. 

This view cannot be absolutely certain, but it is highly probable, 
and is calculated in the manner in which Building Schemes [arc dealt 
witli], and is not merely visionary. The year 1833 may probably 
see me again in possession of my estate. 

A circumstance of great consequence to my habits and comforts 
was my being released from the Court of Session on November 1830 
(18th day). My salary, which was £1300, was reduced to £840. My 
friends, just then leaving office, were desirous to patch up the de- 
ficiency with a pension. I do not see well how they could do this 
without being exposed to obloquy, which they shall not be on my 
account. Besides, though £500 a year is a round sum, yet I would 
rather be independent than I would have it. 

My kind friend the Lord Chief-Commissioner offered to interfere 
to have me named a I’rivy Councillor ; but besides that when one is 
poor he ought to avoid taking rank, I would be much happier if I 
thought any act of kindness w^as done to help forward Charles ; and, 
having said so much, I made my bow, and declared my purpose of 
remaining satisfied witli the article of my knighthood. And here I 
am, for the rest of my life I suppose, with a competent income, which 
I can [increase]. 

All this is rather pleasing, nor have I the least doubt that I could 
make myself easy by literary labour. But much of it looks like 
winding up my bottom for the rest of my life. But there is a worse 
symptom of settling accounts, of which I have felt some signs. 

Last spring. Miss Young, the daughter of Dr. Young, had occa- 
sion to call on me on some business, in which I had hopes of serving 
her. As I endeavoured to explain to her what I had to say, I had 
the horror to find 1 could not make myself understood. I stammered, 
stuttered, said one word in place of another — did all but speak ; Miss 
Young went away frightened enough, poor thing; and Anno and 
Violet Lockhart were much alarmed. I was bled with cupping- 
glasses, took medicine, and lived on panada ; but in two or three days 
I was well again. The physicians thought, or said at least, that the 
evil was from the stomach. It is very certain that I have seemed to 
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speak with an impediment, and I was, or it might be fancied myself, 
troubled with a mispronouncing and hesitation. I felt this particularly 
at the Election, and sometimes in society. This went on till last No- 
vember, when Lord came out to make me a visit. I had for a 

long time taken only one tumbler of whisky and water without the 
slightest reinforcement. This night I took a very little drop, not so 
much as a bumper glass, of whisky altogether. It made no difference 
on my head that I could discover, but when I went to the dressing- 
room I sank stupefied on the floor. I lay a minute or two — was not 
found, luckily, gathered myself up, and got to my bed. I was alarm- 
ed at this second warning, consulted Abercrombie and Ross, and got 
a few restrictive orders as to diet. I am forced to attend to them ; 
for, as Mrs. Cole says, ‘‘ Lack-a-day ! a thimbleful oversets me.” 

To add to these feelings I have the constant increase of my lame- 
ness : the thigh- joint, knee-joint, and ankle-joint. 

December 21. — I walk with great pain in the whole limb, and am 
at every minute, during an hour’s walk, reminded of my mortality. I 
should not care for all this, if I was sure of dying handsomely. Ca- 
dell’s calculations would be sufficiently firm though the author of 
Waverley had pulled on his last nightcap. Nay, they might be even 
more trustworthy, if Remains, and Memoirs, and such like, were to 
give a zest to the posthumous. But the fear is the blow be not suffi- 
cient to destroy life, and that I should linger on an idiot and a 
show.\ . . . 

We parted on good terms and hopes.* But, fall back, fall edge, 
nothing shall induce me to publish what I do not think advantageous 
to the community, or suppress what is. 

December 23. — To add for this day to the evil thereof, I am 
obliged to hold a Black-fishing Court at Selkirk. This is always a very 
unpopular matter in one of our counties, as the salmon never do get 
up to the heads of the waters in wholesome season, and are there in 
numbers in spawning-time. So that for several years during the late 
period, the gentry, finding no advantage from preserving the spawn- 
ing fish, neglected the matter altogether in a kind of dudgeon, and 
the peasantry laid them waste at their will As the property is very 
valuable, the proprietors down the country agreed to afford some 
additional passage for fish when the river is open, providing they 

1 “ From Marlborough’s eyes the streams of dotage flow, 

And Swift expires a driveller and a show.” 

— Johnson’s Vanity of Human Wishes. 

■ I Mr. Cadell and Mr. Ballantyne had arrived his library the chief subject of conversation 
at Abbotsford on the 18th, bringing with them during the evening. Next morning Mr. Bal- 
tlie good news from Edinburgh of the payment lantyne was asked to read aloud a political es- 
of the second dividend, and of the handsome say on Reform— mtended to be a .FourtA Epistle 
conduct of the creditors. There had been a of MalacJd. After careful consideration, the 
painful discussion between them and Sir Wal- critical arbiters concurred in condemning the 
ter during the early part of the winter on Count production, but suggested a compromise. His 
Eo/jcri! Paris, particulars of which are given friends left him on the 21st, and the essay, 
in the /vV/«(vol. X. pp. 0, 10-17, 21-23), but they though put in type, was never published, 
found their host much better than they had Proof and ms. were finally consigned to the 
ventured to anticipate, and he made the gift of flames!— ii/c, vol. x. pp. 21-25. 
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will protect the spawning fish during close-time. A new Act has 
been passed, with heavy penalties and summary powers of recovery. 
Some persons are cited under it to-day; and a peculiar licence of 
poaching Iiaving distinguished the district of late years, we shall be 
likely to have some disturbance. They have been holding a meeting 
for reform in Selkirk, and it will be difficult to teach them that this 
consists in anything else save the privilege of obeying only such laws 
as please them. We shall see, but I would have counselled the mat- 
ter to have been delayed for a little season. I shall do my duty, how- 
ever. Do what is right, come what will. 

Six black-fishers were tried, four were condemned. All went very 
quietly till the conclusion, when one of the criminals attempted to 
break out. I stopped liim for the time with my own hand.^ But 
after removing him from the Court-house to the jail he broke from 
the officers, who arc poor, feeble old men, the very caricature of 
peace officers. 

December 24. — This morning my old acquaintance and good 
friend Miss Bell Ferguson died after a short illness : an old friend, 
and a woman of the most excellent condition. The last two or almost 
three years were very sickly. 

A bitter cold day. Anne drove me over to Huntly Burn to see 
the family. 1 found Colonel Ferguson and Captain John, R.N., in 
deep affliction, expecting Sir Adam hourly. Anne sets off to Mertoun, 
and T remain alone. I wrote to Walter about the project of mak- 
ing my succession in movables. J. B. sent me praises of the work 
1 am busy with.^ But I suspect a little mi^ercherie^ though he pro- 
tests not. lie is going to tlic country without sending me the polit- 
ical article. But he sliall cither set up or return it, as I won't be 
tutored by any one in what I do or forbear. 

December 25. — I have sketched a political article on a union of 
Tories and an Income Tax. But I will not show my teeth if I find I 
cannot bite. Arrived at Mertoun, and found with the family Sir John 
Pringle, Major Pringle, and Charles Baillie. Very pleasant music by 
the Miss Pringles. 

December 26, [Mertounl . — Prayers after breakfast, being Sunday. 
Afterwards I shut myself up in Mr. Scott’s room. He has lately be- 
come purchaser of his grandfather’s valuable library, which was col- 
lected by Pope’s Lord Marchmont. Part of it is a very valuable col- 
lection of tracts during the great Civil War. I spent several hours 
in turning them over, but I could not look them through with any 
accuracy. I passed my time very pleasantly, and made some extracts, 
however, and will resume my research another day. 


1 An account of tins incident is given by an 
cyo-witness, Mr. Peter Rodger, Procurator-Fis- 
cal, who says: “Tho prisoner, thinking it a 
good chanco of escaping, made a movement in 
direction of the door. This Sir Walter detected 
in time to descend from the Bench and place 
himself in the desperate man’s path. ‘ Never P 


said he; ‘ if you do, it will bo over the body of 
an old man.’ Whereupon the other ofllcials 
of the Court came to the Sherifl’’s assistance 
and the prisoner was secured.” — Craig-Brown’s 
Selkirkshire, vol. ii. p. lil. 

3 Count Robert of Paris. 
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Major Pringle repeated some pretty verses of his own composing. 

I had never a more decided inclination to go loose, yet 1 know I 
had better keep quiet. 

December 27, [Abbotsford]. — Commences snow, and extremely bit- 
ter cold. When I returned from Mertoun, half frozen, I took up the 
Magnum., and began to notify the romance called Woodstock^ in which 
I got some assistance from Harden’s ancient tracts. I ought rather 
to get on with Robert of Paris \ but I have had all my life a longing 
to do something else when I am called to particular labour, — a vile 
contradictory humour which I cannot get rid of. Well, I can work 
at something, so at the Magnum work I. The day was indeed bro- 
ken, great part having been employed in the return from Mertoun. 

December 28. — Drove down to Huntly Burn. Sir Adam very mel- 
ancholy, the death of his sister having come with a particular and 
shocking surprise upon him. After half-an-hour’s visit I returned 
and resumed the Magnum. 

December 29. — Attended poor Miss Bell Ferguson’s funeral. I 
sat by the Rev. Mr. Thomson. Though ten years younger than me, 
I found the barrier between him and me much broken down. We 
remember it though with more or less accuracy. We took the same 
old persons for subjects of correspondence of feeling and sentiment. 
The diiference of ten years is little after sixty has passed. In a cold 
day I saw poor Bell laid in her cold bed. Life never parted with a 
less effort. Letter from Cadell offering to advance on second series 
French Tales. This will come in good time, and keep me easy. He 
proposes views for the Magnum. I fear pohtics may disappoint 
them. 

December 30. — Meeting at Selkirk to-day about the new road to 
G-alashiels. It was the largest meeting I ever saw in Selkirkshire. 
We gain the victory by no less than 14 to 4. I was named one of 
the committee to carry the matter on, so in gaining my victory I think 
I have caught a Tartar, for I have taken on trouble enough. Some 
company, — Lord Napier, Scotts of Harden, Johnstone of Alva, Major 
Pringle. In the evening had some private conversation with H. F. 
S. and R. J., and think there is life in a mussel. More of this here- 
after. 

December 31. — My two young friends left this morning, but not 
without renewing our conversation of last night We carried on the 
little amusements of the day, and spent our Hogmanay pleasantly 
enough, in spite of very bad auguries. 



ISSL-^-JAN-UARY 


Januanj 1, 1831. — I cannot say the world opens pleasantly with 
me this new year. I will strike the balance. There are many things 
for which I have reason to be thankful. 

First — CadelPs plans seem to have succeeded, and he augurs well 
as to the next two years, reckoning £30,000 on the stuff now on hand, 
and £20,000 on the insurance money, and £10,000 to be borrowed 
somehow. This will bring us wonderfully home. 

Second . — Cadcll is of opinion if I meddle in politics, and I am 
strongly tempted to do so, 1 shall break the milk-pail, and threatens 
me with the fate of Basil llall, who, as he says, destroyed his reputa- 
tion by writing impolitic politics. Well, it would be my risk, and if 
I can do some good, which I rather think I can, is it right or manly 
to keep myself back ? 

Third . — I feel myself decidedly weaker in point of health, and am 
now confirmed I have had a paralytic touch. I speak and read with 
embarrassment, and even my handwriting seems to stammer. This 
general failure 

“ With mortal crisis doth portend, 

My days to appropiiique an end.” * 

I am not solicitous about this, only if I were worthy I would pray 
God for a sudden death, and no interregnum l)ctwccn I cease to ex- 
ercise reason and I cease to exist. 

The Scotts of Harden, Pringles of Stitch ill, and Russclls of Ashe- 
stiel, arc all here ; I am scarce fit for company though. 

January 2. — Held a great palaver with the Scotts, etc. I find 
my language apt to fail me ; but this is very like to be fancy, and I 
must be cautious of giving way to it. This cautions me against pub- 
lic exertion much more than Cadell’s prognostications, which my blood 
rises against, and which arc ill calculated to keep me in restraint. 
We dozed through a gloomy day, being the dullest of all possible 
thaws. 

January 3. — I had a letter from the Lord Chief Commissioner, 
mentioning the King’s intention to take care of Charles’s interests 
and promotion in the Foreign Office, an additional reason why I should 
not plunge rashly into politics, yet not one which I can understand as 
putting a padlock on my lips neither. I may write to L. C. C. that I 


^ Jludibras, 
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may be called on to express an opinion on the impending changes, 
that I have an opinion, and a strong one, and that I hope this fresh 
favour [may not be regarded] as padlocking my lips at a time when 
it would otherwise be proper to me to speak or write. I am shocked 
to find that I have not the faculty of delivering myself with facility 
— an embarrassment which may be fanciful, but is altogether as an- 
noying as if real. 

January 4. — A base, gloomy day, and dispiriting in proportion. I 
walked out with Swanston^ for about an hour : everything gloomy as 
the back of the chimney when there is no fire in it. My walk was a 
melancholy one, feeling myself weaker at every step and not very 
able to speak. This surely cannot be fancy, yet it looks something 
like it. If I knew but the extent at which my inability was like to 
stop, but every day is worse than another. I have trifled much time, 
too much ; I must try to get afloat to-morrow, perhaps getting an 
amanuensis might spur me on, for one-half is nerves. It is a sad 
business though. 

January 5. — Very indifierent, with more awkward feelings than I 
can w^ell bear up against. My voice sunk and my head strangely 
confused. When I begin to form my ideas for conversation expres- 
sions fail me, even in private conversation, yet in solitude they are 
sufficiently arranged. I incline to hold that these ugly symptoms are 
the work of imagination ; but, as Dr. Adam Ferguson,^ a firm man if 
ever there was one in the world, said on such an occasion, What is 
worse than imagination ? As Anne was vexed and frightened, I al- 
lowed her to send for young Clarkson. Of course he could tell but 
little, save what I knew before. 

January 6. — A letter from Henry Scott about the taking ground 
for keeping the reform in Scotland upon the Scottish principles. I 
will write him my private sentiments, but avoid being a houte-feu. 

Go this day to Selkirk, where I found about 120 and more per- 
sons of that burgh and Galashiels, who were sworn in as special con- 
stables, enough to maintain the peace. What shocked me particularly 
was the weakness of my voice and the confusion of my head attempt- 
ing to address them, which was really a poor affair. On my return I 
found the Rev. Mr. Milne of Quebec, a friend of my sister-in-law. 
Another time would have been better for company, but Captain John 
Ferguson and Mr. Laidlaw coming in to dinner, we got over the day 
well enough. 

January 7. — A fine frosty day, and my spirits lighter. I have a 
letter of great comfort from Walter, who in a manly, handsome, and 
dutiful manner expressed his desire to possess the library and mov- 
ables of every kind at Abbotsford, with such a valuation laid upon 
them as I choose to impose. This removes the only delay to making 

1 John Swanston, a forester at Abbotsford, 2 Dr. Ferguson, Sir Adam's father, died in 
who did all he could to replace Tom Purdie.— 1816. — Sec MUz. Prose Works^ vol. xix pp. 
Life^ vol. X. p. 66. 331-33. 
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iiiy will. Supposing the literary property to clear the debts by aid 
of insurances and other things, about 1835 it will come into my per- 
son, and 1 will appoint the whole to Avork oflE the heritable debt of 
£10,000. If the literary property can produce that sum, besides 
what it has already done, I would convey it to the three younger 
children. 

Jaimary 8. — Spent much time in writing instructions for my last 
will and testament. Sent off parcel by Dr. Milne, who leaves to-day. 
Have up two boys for shop-lifting. Remained at Galashiels till four 
o’clock, and returned starved. Could work none, and was idle all 
evening — try to-morrow for a work-day ; so loiter on. 

January 10. — Went over to Galashiels, and was busied the whole 
time till three o’clock about a petty thieving affair, and had before me 
a pair of gallows’-birds, to whom I could say nothing for total want 
of proof, except, like the sapient Elbow, Thou shalt continue there ; 
know thou, thou shalt continue.^ A little gallow brood they were, 
and their fate will catch them. Sleepy, idle, and exhausted on this. 
Wrought little or none in the evening. 

Wrote a long letter to Henry [Scott], who is a fine fellow, and 
what I call a heart of gold. He has sound parts, good sense, and is 
a true man. Also, I wrote to my excellent friend the Lord Chief 
[Commissioner]. I thought it right to say that I accepted with 
gratitude his Majesty’s goodness, but trusted it was not to bind me to 
keep my fingers from pen and ink should a notion impress me that I 
could help the country. I walked a little, to my exceeding refresh- 
ment. I am using that family ungratefully. But 1 will not, for a 
punctilio, avoid binding, if I can, a strong party together for the King 
and country, and if I see I can do anything, or have a chance of it, I 
will not fear for the skin-cutting. It is the selfishness of this genera- 
tion that drives me mad. 

“A hundred pounds? 

Ha! thou hast touched me nearly.” 

I will get a parcel copied to-morrow ; wrote several letters at night. 

Janaary 11. — Wrote and sent off three of my own pages in the 
morning, tlien walked with Swaiiston. 1 tried to write before din- 
ner, but, witli drowsiness and pain in my head, made little way. My 
friend Will Laidlaw came in to dinner, and after dinner kindly offered 
his services as amanuensis. Too happy was I, and I immediately 
plunged him into the depths of Count Robert, so wc got on three or 
four pages, worth perhaps double the number of print. I hope it did 
not take him too short, but after all to keep the press going with- 
out an amanuensis is impossible, and the publishers may well pay a 
sponsible person. He comes back to-morrow. It cases many of my 


Sec Measure for Measure, Act ii. Sc. 1. 



1831.] 


JOURNAL 


515 


anxieties, and I will stick to it I really think Mr. Laidlaw is pleased 
with the engagement for the time. Sent off six close pages. 

January 12. — I have a visit from Mr. Macdonald the sculptor, who 
wishes to model a head of me. He is a gentlemanlike man, and 
pleasant as most sculptors and artists of reputation are, yet it is an 
awful tax upon time. I must manage to dictate while he models, 
which will do well enough. 

So there we sat for three hours or four, I sitting on a stool 
mounted on a packing-box, for the greater advantage ; Macdonald 
modelling and plastering away, and I dictating, without interval, to 
good-natured Will Laidlaw, who. wrought without intermission. It 
is natural to ask. Do I progress ? but this is too feverish a question. 
A man carries no scales about him to ascertain his own value. I al- 
ways remember the prayer of Virgil’s sailor in extremity ; — 


“ Non jam prima peto Mn^stheus, neque vincere certo ; 

Quamquam 0 ! — Sed superent quibus hoc, Neptune, dedisti I 
Extremes pudeat rediisse: hoc vincite, eives, 

Et prohibete nefas !” ^ 

We must to our oar; but I think this and another are all that 
even success would prompt me to write ; and surely those that have 
been my defenders 

‘‘Have they so long held out with me untired, 

And stop they now for breath? Well, be it 

January 13.— Went to Selkirk on the business of the new high 
road. I perceive Whytbank and my cousin Colonel Russell of Ashe- 
stiel are disposed to peep into the expenses of next year’s outlay, 
which must be provided by loan. This will probably breed strife. 
Wrote a hint of this to Charles Balfour. Agreed with Smith so far 
as contracting for the Bridges at £1200 each. I suspect we are 
something like the good manager who distressed herself with buying 
bargains. 

January 15. — Grave the morning from ten till near two to Mr. 
Macdonald, who is proceeding admirably with his bust. It is bloody 
cold work, but he is an enthusiast and much interested ; besides, I 
can sit and dictate owing to Mr. Laidlaw, and so get forward, while I 
am advancing Lorenzo di Gruasco, which is his travelling name. I 
wrote several letters too, and got through some business. V alked, 
~ and took some exercise between one and three. ^ 

January 16.— Being Sunday, read prayers. Mr. and Mrs. James" 
go to look for a house, which they desire to take in this country. As 


1 JSneid V. 194-7: thus rendered in English 
by Professor Conington 

’Tis not the palm that Mnestheus geeks : 

No hope of Victory tires his cheeks; 

Yet, 0 that thoufrht !~but conquer they 
To whom great Neptune wills the day: 


Not to he last make that your aim. 

And triumph by averting shame. 

2 King Richard the Third, Act iv. Sc. 2. 

3 ^^r. G. P. R. James, author of Eickelicu, etc. 
He afterwards took Maspopple for the season. 
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Anne is ill, the presence of strangers, though they arc pleasant, is 
rather annoying. Macdonald continues working to form a new bust 
out of my old scalp. I think it will be the last sitting which I will 
be enticed to. Thanks to Heaven, the work finishes to-morrow.^ 

January 17. — This morning, when I came down-stairs, I found 
Mr. Macdonald slabbering away at the model. He has certainly 
great enthusiasm about his profession, which is a 8ine qua non. It 
was not till twelve that a post-chaise carried off my three friends. 

I had wrote two hours when Dr. Turner came in, and I had to un- 
fold my own complaints. I was sick of these interruptions, and dis- 
missed Mr. Laidlaw, having no hope of resuming my theme with 
spirit. God send me more leisure and fewer friends to peck it away 
by tea-spoonfuls ! 

Another fool sends to entreat an autograph, which he should be 
ashamed in civility to ask, as I am to deny it. I got notice of poor 
Henry Mackenzie’s death. He has long maintained a niche in Scot- 
tish Literature — gayest of the gay, though most sensitive of the 
sentimental. 

Jfinuary 18. — Came down from my bedroom at eight, and took a 
rummage in the way of putting things to rights. Dictated to Laid- 
law till about one o’clock, during which time it was rainy. After- 
wards I walked, sliding about in the mud, and very uncomfortable. 
In fact, there is no mistaking the three sufficients,^ and Fate is now 
straitening its circumvallations round me. Little likely to be better 
than I am. I am heart-whole as a biscuit, and may last on as now 
for eight or ten years ; the thing is not uncommon, considering I am 
only in my sixtieth year. I cannot walk; but the intense cold 


1 Mr. Skene tells us that when No. :19 Castle 
street was.“displenishcd” in 1820, Scott sent 
him the full-length portrait of himself by Rae- 
burn, now at Abbotsford, saying that ho did 
not hesitate to claim his protection for the pict- 
ure, which was threatened to be paraded under 
the hammer of the auctioneer, and ho felt that 
his interposition to turn aside that buffet might 
admit of being justified. “As a piece of suc- 
cessful art, many might fancy the acquisition, 
but for the sake, of tho original he know no ref- 
uge where it was likely to find a truer welcome. 
The picture accordingly remained many years 
in rny possession, but when his health had be- 
gun to break, and the plan of his going abroa<l 
was proposed, I thought it would be proper to 
return the picture, for which purpose I had a 
most successful copy made of it, an absolute 
facsimile, for when the two were placed beside 
each other it was almost impossible to determine 
which was the original and which tho copy.” 
—'Reminiscences. Thus forestalling tho wish 
expressed in the affecting letter now given, 
which belongs to this day. See ante., p. 87 n. 

“ My dear Skene, — I have had no very pleas- 
ant nows to send you, as I know it will give 
Mrs. Skene and you pain to know that I am 
suffering under a hundred little ailments which 
have greatly encroached upon tho custom of 
the season which I used to take. On thiff' I 


could say much, hut it is hotter to leave alone 
what must he said with painful feeling, and 
you would bo voxed with reading. 

“One thing I will put to rights with all oth- 
ers respecting my little personal afl'airs. I am 
putting [in order] this house with what it con- 
tains, and as Walter will probably bo anxious 
to have a memorial of my better days, T intend 
to beg you and my dear Mrs. Skene ... to have 
it [the picture] copied by such an artist as you 
should approve of, to supply tho blank which 
must then bo made on your hospitable walls 
with the shadow of a shade. If the opportu- 
nity should occur of copying tho picture to 
your mind, I will bo happy to have tho copy 
as soon as possible. You must not think that 
I am nervous or foolishly apprehensive that I 
take these precautions. They arc necessary 
and right, and if one puts off' too long, wo 
sometimes are unfit for the task when w’c de- 
sire to take it up. . . . 

“ When the weather heromes milder, T hope 
Mrs. Skene and you, and some of the cliildron, 
will come out to brighten tho chain of friend- 
ship with your truly faithful, 

“ Walter Scott. 

“ Abbotbfokd, 16 January , 1831.” 

2 Sir W. alludes to Mrs. Piozzl’s Tale of The 
Three Warnings.— s. g. l. 
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weather may be to blame in this. ' My riding is but a scramble, but 
it may do well enougli for exercise ; and though it is unpleasant to 
nnd one s enjoyment of hill and vale so much abridged, yet still when 
1 enjoy my books, and am without acute pain, I have" but little to 
complain of, considering the life I have led so long. 

“ So hap what may ; 

Time and the hour run through the roughest day,” * 

Mr. Laidlaw came down at ten, and we wrought till one. This 
should be a good thing for an excellent man, and is . an important 
thing to me, as it saves both my eyesight and nerves, which last are 
cruelly affected by finding those ‘‘who look out of the windows’’ 
grow gradually darker and darker.* Eode out, or more properly, 
was carried out, into the woods to see the course of a new road, 
which may serve to carry off the thinnings of the trees, and for rides. 
It is very well lined, and will serve both for beauty and convenience. 
Mr. Laidlaw engages to come back to dinner, and finish two or three 
more pages. Met my agreeable and lady dike neighbour, Mrs. Brew- 
ster, on my pony, and I was actually ashamed to be seen by her. 

“ Sir Dennis Brand, and on so poor a steed.” ^ 

I believe detestable folly of this kind is the very last that leaves us. 
One would have thought I ought to have little vanity at this time o’ 
day ; but it is an abiding appurtenance of the old Adam, and I write 
for penance what, like a fool, I actually felt. 

January 19. — Wrote on by Mr. Laidlaw’s assistance. Things go 
bobbishly enough; we have a good deal finished, before dinner. 
Henry Scott comes to dine with me .vis-a-viSj and we have a grand 
dish of politics. The friends of old Scotland want but a signal. A 
certain great lawyer says that if Sir W. S. wrote another Malachi it 
would set more men on fire than a dozen associations. This almost 
tempts me. But the canny lad says moreover that to appeal to na- 
tional partiality, i.e. that you should call on Scotsmeir to act like 
Scotsmen, is unfair, and he would be sorry it was known he, late and 
future placeman, should encourage such paw-paw doings. Yet if Sir 
W. S. could be got to stand forlorn hope, the legal gentleman would 
suggest, etc., etc. Suggest and be d — d. Sir AY. S. knows when to 
[doff] his bonnet, and when to cock it in the face of all and sundry. 
Moreover, he will not be made a cat’s-paw of, look you now. 

January 20. — AVrought all morning; a monstrous packet of let- 
ters at mid-day. Borrow honest Laidlaw’s fingers in the evening. I 
hope his pay will recompense him: it is better than “ grieve-ing” or 
playing Triptolemus.'^ Should be, if I am hard-working, 100 guineas, 

J Macbeth^ Act r Sc. 3. 

* Eccles. xii. 3. 


3 Crabbo’? Borcmyh. Letter siii.— J. G. L. 

4 See Pirate. 
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wMch, with, his house, cow, and free rent, would save, I believe, some 
painful thoughts to him and his amiable wife and children. We 
will see how the matter fudges. Almost finished the first volume. 

January 21. — James Ballantyne in ecstasies at our plan of an 
amanuensis. I myself am sensible that my lingers begin to stam- 
mer — that is, to write one word instead of another very often. I im- 
pute this to fancy, the terrible agency of which is too visible in my 
illness, and it encourages me to hope the fatal warning is yet de- 
ferred. I feel lighter by a million ton since I made this discovery. 
If I can dictate freely, and without hesitation, my fear to speak at 
the meeting about the road was vain terror, and so Andiamo Caracci, 
Wrote some letters this afternoon. 

January 22. — Mr. Laidlaw rather late of coming. One of his 
daughters has been ill, and he is an approved physician. Pity when 
one so gifted employs his skill on himself and family for all patients. 
We got on, however, to page 46. 

January 23. — I wrought a little to-day. Walked to Chief swood, 
or rather from it, as far only as Habbie’s Howe. Came home, cold 
indeed, but hearty. Slept after dinner. I think the peep, real or 
imaginary, at the gates of death has given me firmness not to mind 
little afflictions. I have jumbled this and the preceding day strange- 
ly, when I went to Chiefswood and Huntly Burn. I thought this a 
v^eek-day. 

January 24. — Worked with Mr. Laidlaw, and, as the snow was on 
the ground, did so without intermission, which must be sinking to 
the spirits. Held on, however. 

January 25, — Same drizzling waste, rendering my footing inse- 
cure, and leaving me no refuge but in sitting at home and working 
till one o’clock. Then retired upon the Sheriff Court processes. 
Bran,** poor fellow, lies yawning at my feet, and cannot think what is 
become of the daily scamper, which is all his master’s inability af- 
fords him. This grieves me, by calling back the days of old. But 
I may call them as I may, 

“ Youth winna return, nor the days of lang syne.” 

January 26. — I have Skene and Mr. McCulloch of Ardwell, to the 
relief of my spirits and the diminishing of my time. Mr. Laidlaw 
joined us at dinner. 

Bitter cold. 

January 27. — So fagged with my frozen vigils that I slept till 
after ten. When I lose the first two hours in the morning I can sel- 
dom catch them again during the whole day. 

A friendly visit from Ebcnezer Clarkson of Selkirk, a medical 


1 The deer-hound Bran which was presented garry’s gift. ■— See letter to Mi.ss Edgeworth, 

by Macphersou of Cluny; Nimrod was Glen- printed in Life,\o\. ix. p. 345. 



1831.] 


JOURNAL 


519 


gentleman in wliose experience and ingenuity I have much confidence, 
as well as his personal regard for myself. He is quite sensible of 
the hesitation of speech of which I complain, and thinks it arises 
from the stomach. Recommends the wild mustard as an aperient. 
But the brightest ray of hope is the chance that I may get some me- 
chanical aid made by Fortune at Broughton Street, which may enable 
me to mount a pony with ease, and to walk without torture. This 
would, indeed, be almost a restoration of my youth, at least of a green 
old age full of enjoyment. The shutting one out from the face of 
living nature is almost worse than sudden death. 

January 28. — I wrote with Laidlaw. It does not work clear ; I 
do not know why. The plot is, nevertheless, a good plot, and full of 
expectation.^ But there is a cloud over me, I think, and interruptions 
are frequent. I creep on, however. 

January 29. — Much in the same way as yesterday, rather feeling 
than making way. Mr. Williams and his brother came in after din- 
ner. Welcome both ; yet the day was not happy. It consumed me 
an afternoon, which, though well employed, and pleasantly, had the 
disagreeable effect of my being kept from useful work. 

January 30. — Snow deep, which makes me alter my purpose of 
going to town to-morrow. For to-day, my friends must amuse them- 
selves as they can. 

January 31 [ifo February 9, Edinhurgli \. — Retain my purpose, 
however, and set out for Edinburgh alone — that is, no one but my 
servant. The snow became impassable, and in Edinburgh I remain 
immovably fixed for ten days— that is, till Wednesday — never once 
getting out of doors, save to dinner, when I went and returned in a 
sedan chair. I commenced my quarantine in Mackenzie’s Hotel,® 
where I was deadly cold, and it was tolerably noisy. The second day 
Mr. Cadell made a point of my coming to his excellent house, where 
I had no less excellent an apartment and the most kind treatment — 
that is, not making a show of me, for which I was in but bad tune.® 
The physical folk's, Abercrombie and Ross, bled me with cupping- 
cdasses, purged me confoundedly, and restricted me of all creature 
comforts. But they did me good, as I am sure they meant to do 
sincerely *, and I got rid of a giddy feeling, which I have been plagued 
with, and have certainly returned much better. I did not neglect 
my testamentary affairs. I executed my last will, leaving M alter 


1 1 Hmry VI., Act ii. Sc. 3. 

2 No. 1 Castle Street. 

3 “His host perceived that he was unfit for 
any company but the quietest, and had some- 
times one old friend, Mr. Thomson, Mr. Cle^, 
or Mr Skene to dinner, but no more. He 
seemed glad to see them, but they all observed 
him with pain. He never took the lead in 
conversation, and often remained altogether si- 
lent. In the mornings he wrote usually for 
several hours at Count Robert] and Mr. Cadell 
remembers in particular, that on Ballantyne s 
reminding him that a motto was wanted lor 


one of the chapters already finished, he looked 
out for a moment at the gloomy weather, and 
penned these lines— 

* The storm increases— ’tis no sunny shower. 

Foster’d in the moist breast of March or April, 

Or such as parchM summer cools his lips with. 
Heaven’s windows are flung wide; the inmost deeps 
Call in hoarse greeting one upon another ; 

On comes the flood in all its foaming horrors, 

And where’s the dyke shall stop iyl”’ 

— The Deluge— a Poem. 

—Lift;, vol. S. p. 37. 
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burdened, by bis own choice, with £1000 to Sophia, and another re- 
ceived at her marriage, and £2000 to Anne, and the same to Charles. 
He is to advance them money if they want it ; if not, to pay them in- 
terest, which is his own choice, otherwise I would have sold the boohs 
and rattletraps. I have made provisions for clearing my estate by iny 
publications, should it be possible ; and should that prove possible, 
from the time of such clearance being effected, to be a fund available 
to all my children who shall be alive or leave representatives. My be- 
quests must, many of them, seem hypothetical ; but the thing, being 
uncertain, must be so stated. 

Besides, during the unexpected stay in town, I employed ]\fr. 
Fortune, an ingenious artist,^ to make a machine to assist my lame 
leg, — an odd enough purchase to be made at this time of day, yet 
who would not purchase ease? I dined with the Lord Chief Com- 
missioner, with the Skenes twice, with Lord Medwyn, and was as 
happy as anxiety about my daughter would permit me. 

The appearance of the streets was most desolate : the hackney- 
coaches, with four horses, strolling about like ghosts, the foot-passen- 
gers few but the lowest of the people. 

I wrote a good deal of Count Robert^ yet I cannot tell why my 
pen stammers egregiously, and I write horridly incorrect. I long to 
have friend Laidlaw’s assistance. 

I A skilful mechanist, who, by a clever piece of handiwork, gave Sir Walter great relief, but 
only for a brief period.— X^/e, vol. x. p. 38. 
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February 9, lAhhotsford^ — A heavy and most effective thaw com- 
ing on I got home about five at nighty and found the haugh covered 
with water, dogs, pigs, cows, to say nothing of human beings, all who 
slept at the offices in danger of being drowned. They came up to 
the mansion-house about midnight, with such various clamour, that 
Anne thought the house was attacked by Captain Swing and all the 
Eadicals. 

February 10. — I set to work with Mr. Laidlaw, and had after that 
a capital ride ; my pony, little used, was somewhat frisky, but I rode 
on to Huntly Burn. Began my diet on my new regime, and like it 
well, especially porridge to supper. It is wonderful how old tastes 
rise. 

February 11. — Wrought again to-day, and John Swanston walked 
with ipe. Wrote many letters, and sent copy to Ballantyne. Rode 
as usual. It is well enough to ride every day, but confoundedly tire- 
some to write it down. 

February 13. — I did not ask down Mr. Laidlaw, thinking it fair 
to spare his Sunday. I had a day of putting to rights, a disagree- 
able work which must be done. I took the occasion to tell hir. Ca- 
dell that Malachi will break forth again ; but I will not make a point 
of it with him. I do not fear there will be as many to strike up as 
to strike down, and I have a strong notion we may gain the day. I 
have a letter from the Duchess of Wellington, asking a copy of Mel- 
ville’s Memoirs. She shall have it if it were my last. 

February 14. — I had hardly begun ray letter to Mr. Cadell than I 
began also to “pull in resolution.”* I considered that I had no 
means of retreat ; and that in all my sober moments, meaning my 
unpassionate ones, for the doctors have taken from me the means of 
producing Dutch courage, I have looked on political writing as a 
false step, and especially now when I have a good deal at stake. So, 
upon the whole, I cancelled the letter announcing the publication. 
If this was actually meanness it is a foible nobody knows of. Anne 
set off* for Edinburgh after breakfast. Poor girl, she is very nervous. 
I wrote with Mr. L. till one — then had a walk till three — ^then wrote 
this diary till four. Must try to get something for Mr. Laidlaw, for 
1 am afraid 1 am twaddling. I do not think my head is weakened. 


1 Macbtth, Act Y. Sc. 6. 
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but a strange vacillation makes me suspect Is it not thus that men 
begin to fail, becoming, as it were, infirm of purpose, 

“ . . . that way madness lies ; let me shun that : 

No more of that . . ^ 


Yet, why be a child about it? what must be, will be. 

t^ehmary 15. — I wrote and corrected through the long day till 
one o’clock ; then rode out as far as Dr. Scott’s, and called on him. 
Got a fresh dose of proofs at Mathieson’s, and returned home. At 
nine o’clock at night had a card from Miss Bell [Maclachlan], wish- 
ing to speak to me about some Highland music. Wrote for answer 
I knew nothing of the matter, but would be happy to see Mrs. and 
Miss Bell to breakfast. I had a letter of introduction by Robert 
Chambers, which I declined, being then unwell. But as Trotter of 
Braid said, The ladies maun come.” 

February 16. — Mrs. and Miss Bell Maclachlan of the West High- 
lands, mother and daughter, made their way to me to breakfast. I 
did not wish to see them, being strangers ; but she is very pretty — 
that is, the daughter — and enthusiastic, and that is always flattering 
to an old gentleman. She wishes to have w'ords to Celtic melodies, 
and I have promised her some, to the air of Orochallan, and incline 
to do her good, perhaps, to the extent of getting her words from 
Lord Francis Leveson Gower, Lockhart, and one or two others. We 
parted, she pleased with my willing patronage, and 1 with an uncom- 
mon handsome countenance she showed me. 

This detained Mr. Laidlaw re infecta, and before I had written a 
page the pony came to the door ; but wrote something after dinner. 

February 17 and 18. — We had the usual course of food, study, 
and exercise in the forenoon. Was extremely sleepy in the after- 
noon, which made, I fear, but bad work. We progress, however. In 
riding met Sir Adam Ferguson, and asked him and his brother the 
Colonel to dinner to-morrow. Wrote in the meantime as usual. 

February 19. — Plagued by the stay for leg starting a screw bolt, 
which is very inconvenient. Sent off, this morning, proofs as far as 
end of first volume, and 20 manuscript pages, equal to about a quar- 
ter of the second. Is it good or not? I cannot say. I think it better 
as it goes on ; and so far so good. I am certain I have wTitten worse 
abomination, as John Ballantyne, poor fellow, used to say. 

February 20. — Wrote five pages this morning ; then rode out to 
the hill and looked at some newly planted, rather transplanted, trees. 
Mr. Laidlaw gone for the day. I trust I shall have proofs to correct. 
In the meantime I may suck my paws and prepare some copy, or 
rather assemble the raw material. 

February 21. — I made up parcels by mail-coach and Bluelier to 


1 Lear^ Act iii. Sc. 4. 
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go to-morrow — second volume Redgauntlet. At one fetched a walk 
through wet and dry, looking at the ravages of the late flood. After 
I came in, till two hours after tea-time, busied with the Sheriff Court 
processes, which I have nearly finished. After this I will lounge over 
my annotating. The Tales of the Crusades come next. 

February 22. — Wrought with Mr. L. from ten to three, then took 
the pony carriage, with the purpose of going to Chiefswood, but a 
heavy squall came on with snow, so we put about-ship and returned. 
Read Lyttelton’s History of England to get some notes for Crusaders^ 
vol. i. After dinner Mr. Laidlaw from six to eight. Sent off six 
pages. 

February 23, 24, 25. — These three days I can hardly, be said to 
have varied from my ordinary. 

Rose at seven, dressed before eight, wrote letters, or did any little 
business till a quarter past nine. Then breakfast. Mr. Laidlaw comes 
from ten till one. Then take the pony, and ride quantum mutatvs 
two or three miles, John Swanston walking by my bridle-rein lest I 
fall off. Come home about three or four. Then to dinner on a sin- 
gle plain dish and half a tumbler, or by’r lady three-fourths of a tum- 
bler, of whisky and water. Then sit till six o’clock, when enter Mr. 
Laidlaw again, and work commonly till eight. After this, work usual - 
ly alone till half -past nine, then sup on porridge and milk, and so tc 
bed. The work is half done. If any [one] asks what time I take to 
think on the composition, I might say, in one point of view, it was 
seldom five minutes out of my head the whole day. In another light, 
it was never the serious subject of consideration at all, for it never 
occupied my thoughts entirely for five minutes together, except when 
I was dictating to Mr. Laidlaw. 

February 26. — Went through the same routine, only, being Satur- 
day, Mr. Laidlaw does not come in the evening. I think there is 
truth in the well-known phrase, Aurora musis arnica. I always have 
a visit of invention between six and seven — ^that is, if anything has 
. been plaguing me, in the way of explanation, I find it in my head 
when I wake. I have need of it to-night. 

February 27. — Being Saturday, no Mr. Laidlaw came yesterday 
evening, nor to-day, being Sunday. Truth is, I begin to fear I was 
working too hard, and gave myself to putting things in order, and 
working at the Magnum^ and reading stupid German novels in 
hopes a thought will strike me when I am half occupied with 
other things. In fact, I am like the servant in the Clandestine Mar- 
riage^ who assures his mistress he always watches best with his 
eyes shut. 

February 28. — Past ten, and Mr. Laidlaw, the model of a clerk in 
other respects, is not come yet. He has never known the value of 
time, so is not quite accurate in punctuality ; but that, I hope, will 


I Colman the elder. 
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come if I can drill him to it without hurting him. I think I heai^ 
him coming. I am like the poor wizard who is first puzzled how to 
raise the devil and then how to employ him.’ But vogue la gaVere, 
Worked till one, then walked with great difficulty and pain till half- 
past two. I think I can hardly stir without my pony, which is a sad 
pity. Mr. Laidlaw dines here. 



MARCH 


March 1, 2, 3. — All tliese three days I wrote forenoon and faixged 
afternoon. Kept up the ball indifferent well, hut began to tire on 
the third, and suspected that I was flat — a dreary suspicion, not easi- 
ly chased away when once it takes root. 

March 4. — Laid aside the novel, and began with vigour a review 
of Kobson’s Essay on Heraldry;' but I missed some quotations 
which I could not get on without. I gave up, and took such a rash 
ride nowadays. Eeturned home, and found Colonel Russell there on 
a visit. Then we had dinner, and afterwards the making up this 
miserable Journal. 

March 5. — I have a letter from our member, Whytbank, adjuring 
me to assist the gentlemen of the county with an address against the 
Reform Bill, which menaces them with being blended with Peebles- 
shire, and losing of consequence one half of their franchise. Mr. 
Pringle conjures me not to be very nice in choosing my epithets. 
Mr. Pringle, Torwoodlee, comes over and speaks to the same pur- 
pose, adding, it will be the greatest service I can do the county, etc. 
This, in a manner, drives me out of a resolution to keep myself clear 
of politics, and “ let them fight dog, fight bear.” But I am too easy 
to be persuaded to bear a hand. The young Duke of Buccleuch 
comes to visit me also ; so I promised to shake my duds and give 
them a cast of my calling, fall back, fall edge. 

March 7-10. — ^In these four days I drew up, with much anxiety, 
an address reprobatory of the Bill, both with respect to Selkirkshire, 
and in its general purport. I was not mealy-mouthed, and those who 
heard the beginning could hardly avoid listening to the end. It was 
certainly in my best style, and would have made a deal of noise. 
From the uncompromising style it would have attracted attention. 
Mr. Laidlaw, though he is on t’other side on the subject, thinks it the 
best thing I ever wrote ; and I myself am happy to find that it can- 
not be said to smell of the apoplexy. The pointed passages w^ere, 
on the contrary, clever and well put. But it was too declamatory, 
too much like a pamphlet, and went far too generally into opposition 
to please the country gentlemen, who are timidly inclined to dwell 
on their own grievances rather than the public wrongs. 

March 11. — This day we had our meeting at Selkirk. I found 


1 The British mrald, by Thomas Robson, 3 vols. 4to, 1,830. Mr. Lockhart says this review 
ne 7 er was published. 
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Borthwickbrae (late member) had sent the form of an address, which 
was finished by Mr. Andrew Lang.* It was the reverse of mine in 
every respect. It was short, and to the point. It only contained a 
remonstrance against the incorporation with [Peeblesjshire, and left 
it to be inferred that they approved the Bill in other respects.^ As 
I saw that it met the ideas of the meeting (six in number) better by 
far than such an address as mine, I instantly put it in my pocket. 
But I endeavoured to add to their complaint of a private wrong a 
general clause, stating their sense of the hazard of passing a Bill full 
of such violent innovations at once on the public. But though Har- 
den, Alva, and Torwoodlee voted for this measure, it was refused by 
the rest of the meeting, to my disappointment ; since in its present 
state it will not be attended to, and is in fact too milk-and-water to 
attract notice. I am, however, personally out of the scrape ; I was a 
fool to stir such a mess of skimmed milk with so honourable an ac- 
tion.^ If some of the gentlemen of the press get hold of this story, 
what would they make of it, and how little would I care 1 One thing 
is clear : it gives me a right to decline future interference, and let 
the world wag, Sessa,^ 

March 12. — Wrote the history of my four days’ labour in vain to 
Sandy Pringle, Whytbank, and so transeat with cmteris erroribus. I 
only gave way to one jest. A rat-catcher was desirous to come and 
complete his labours in my house, and I, who thought he only talked 
and laughed with the servants, recommended him to go to the head 
courts and meetings of freeholders, where he would find rats in 
plenty. 

March 13. — I have finally arranged a thorny transaction, hir. 
Cadell has an interest in some of the Novels, amounting to onc-half ; 
but the following are entirely ray owm, viz. : — 


St. Ronan’s Well 3 vols. 

Tales of Crusaders 4 “ 

First Chronicles 2 “ 

Anne of Geierstein 3 “ 


Redgauntlet. . . . ; 3 vols. 

"Woodstock 3 “ 

Second Chronicles 3 “ 

Count Robert 3 “ 


In all, twenty -four volumes, which will begin printing after Qnenthi 
Burward^ and concludes the year 1831. For half the property he 
proposes to pay 6000 guineas on 2d February 1831 [1832 '^J. I think 
that with this sum, and others coming in, I may reduce the debt to 
£45,000. 

But I do not see clearly enough through this affair to accept this 
offer. First, I cannot see that there is wisdom in engaging Mr. 


1 Mr. Andrew Lang, Sheriff and Commissary 
Clerk, and Clerk of Peace, for Selkirkshire, 
grandfather of Mr. Andrew Lang, the accom- 
plished poet and man of letters of the present 
time. The tact and ability of the grandfather 
are noticed by Sir Walter in his letter to Lord 


Montagu of Oct. 3, 1810, de.scribing Prince Leo- 
pold at Selkirk.— -Ltyi', vol. vi. p. 131. 

2 This proposal, resisted suc<^cssfiilly in 1832, 
has since been put in force so far as Parliament 
is concerned. 

3 1 Hmrt/ IF., Act it. Sc. 3. 

^ Taming of the Shrew, Introd. 
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Cadell in deep speculations, unless they served bim very much. I am, 
in this respect, a burnt child : I have not forgotten the fire, or rather 
the furnace. Second^ I think the property worth more, if public! v 
sold. Thifd^ I cannot see any reasons which should render it advan- 
tageous for me to sell one half of this property, it being admittedly at 
the same [time] highly judicious to keep the other half. This does 
not fadge. Fourth^ As to the immediate command of the money, I 
am not pressed for it, not having any advantage by paying it a year 
or two sooner or later. The actual proceeds of the sales will come 
in about 1834, and I daresay will not be far behind in amount the 
sum of £6000. 

In short, I will not sell on a rainy day, as our proverb says. I 
have communicated my resolution to Cadell, to whom, no doubt, it 
will be a disappointment, for which I am sorry, but cannot help it. 

March 14. — Had a very sensible and good-humoured answer from 
Mr. Cadell, readily submitting to my decision. He mentions, what I 
am conscious of, the great ease of accomplishing, if the whole is di- 
vided into two halves. But this is not an advantage to me, but to 
them who keep the books, and therefore I cannot be moved by it. It 
is the great advantage of uniformity, of which Malachi Malagrowther 
tells so much. I do not fear that fc. Cadell will neglect the concern 
because he has not the large share in it which he had in the other. 
He is, I think, too honest a man. He has always shown himself 
every way willing and ready to help me, and verily he hath his re- 
ward ; and I can afford him on that property a handsome percentage 
for the management. But if his fate was to lose considerably by this 
transaction, I must necessarily be a sufferer ; if he be a great gainer, 
it is at my expense, so it is like the children’s game of “ Odds I win, 
evens you lose ” — so will say no more about it. I think I will keep 
my ground nearly, so these cursed politics do not ruin the country. I 
am unable to sit at good men’s boards, and Anne has gone to Mer- 
touii to-day without me, I cannot walk or ride but for a mile or tw'o. 
Naboclish ! never mind. I am satisfied that I am heart-w’hole as a 
biscuit, and I may live to see the end of those affairs yet. I am 
driving on the Count of Paris right merrily. I have plenty of leisure, 
and vive la plume ! I have arranged matters as I think for the best, 
so will think no more about it. 

March 16. — The affair with Mr. Cadell being settled, I have only 
to arrange a set of regular employment for my time, without over- 
fatiguing myself. What I at present practise seems active enough 
for my capacity, and even if I should reach the threescore and ten, 
from which I am thrice three years distant, or nearer ten, the time 
may pass honourably, usefully, and profitably, both to myself and 
other people. My ordinary runs thus : — Rise at a quarter before 
seven ; at a quarter after nine breakfast, with eggs, or in the singular 
number, at least ; before breakfast private letters, etc. ; after break- 
fast Mr. Laidlaw comes at ten, and we write together till one. I am 
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greatly helped by tins excellent man, who takes pains to write a good 
hand, and supplies the want of my own fingers as far as another per- 
son can. We work seriously at the task of the day till one o’clock, 
when I sometimes walk — not often, however, having failed in 
strength, and suffering great pain even from a very short walk. 0ft- 
ener I take the pony for an hour or two and ride about the doors ; 
the exercise is humbling enough, for I require to be lifted on horse- 
back by two servants, and one goes with me to take care I do not 
fall off and break my bones, a catastrophe very like to happen. My 
proud promenade a pied or a cheval, as it happens, concludes by 
three o’clock. An hour intervenes for making up my Journal and 
such light work. At four comes dinner, — a plate of broth or soup, 
much condemned by the doctors, a bit of plain meat, no liquors 
stronger than small beer, and so I sit quiet to six o’clock, when Mr. 
Laidlaw returns, and remains with me till nine or throe quarters past, 
as it happens. Then I have a bowl of porridge and milk, which ! 
eat with the appetite of a child. I forgot to say that after dinner I 
am allowed half a glass of whisky or gin made into weak grog. I 
never wish for any more, nor do I in my secret soul long for cigars, 
though once so fond of them. About six hours per day is good 
working, if I can keep at it. 

March 17. — Little of this day, but that it was. so uncommonly 
windy that I was almost blown off ray pony, and was glad to grasp the 
mane to prevent its actually happening. Rode round by Brigends. 
I began the third volume of Count Robert of PariSy which has been 
on the anvil during all these vexatious circumstances of politics and 
health. But “ the blue heaven bends over all.” It may be ended in 
a fortnight if I keep my scheme. But I will take time enough. 
This would be on Thursday. I would like it much. 

March 18. — We get well on. Coant Robert is finished so far as 
the second goes, and some twenty [pages] of the third. BlackwooPs 
Magazine^ after long bedaubing me with compliment, has began to 
bedaub Lockhart for my sake, or perhaps me for Lockhart’s sak(,‘, 
with abuse. Lockhart’s chief offence seems to have been explaining 
the humbug of showing up Uogg as a fool and blackguard in wliat- 
he calls the Nodes} For me I care wonderfully little citlier for his 
.flattery or his abuse. ^ 


1 As this is the last roforcncc to the Ettrick 
Shepherd in the Journal, it may bo noted that, 
Sir Walter, as late as March 23cl, 1832, was still 
desirous to promote Hogg’s welfare. In writ- 
ing from Naples he says, in reference to the 
Shepherd’s social success in London, “I am 
glad Hogg has succeeded so well. I hope he 
will make hay while the sun shines; but ho 
must be aware that the Lion of this season al- 
ways becomes the Boar of the next. ... I will 
subscribe the proper sum, i.c.. what you think 
right, for Hogg, by all means ; and I pray God, 
keep farms and other absurd temptations likely 
to beset him out of his way. He has another 


chance for comfort if he will use common sense 
with his very considerable genius.” 

2 This expression of irritation can easily bo 
understood after reading the passages referred 
to in the twenty-ninth volume of BlaclcvmnVs 
Magazina, pp. 30-35, and 535~5-14. Readers of 
this Journal have seen what uphill work these 
“Letters on Demonology” were to the author, 
but the unsparing criticism oi: Christopher North 
must have appeared to the author' as a very 
unfriendly act, more especially, ho thought, if 
the critic really know the conditions under 
which the book had been WTitton. 
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March 19. — I made a hard wording day— almost equal to twenty 
pages, but there was some reason for it, for Ballantvne writes me that 
the copy sent will not exceed 265 pages when the end of volume ii 
IS reached ; so 45 more pages must be furnished to run it out to page 
329. This IS an awful cast back ; so the gap is to be made up. 

March 20.— I thought I was done with politics, but it is easy get- 
ting into the mess, and difficult and sometimes disgraceful to get out. 
I have a letter from Sheriff Oliver, desiring me to go [to Jedburgh] 
on Monday (to-morrow) and show countenance by adhering to a set 
of propositions, being a resolution. Though not well drawn, they are 
uncompromising enough ; so I will not part company. Had a letter, 
too, from Henry Scott. He still expects to refuse the Bill. I wrote 
him that would but postpone the evil day, unless they could bring 
forward a strong Administration, and, what is most essential, a sys^ 
tern of finance ; otherwise it won’t do. Henry has also applied to 
me for the rejected address. But this I shall decline. 

March 22. — ^Went to-day at nine o’clock to the meeting. A great 
number present, with a tribune full of Reformers, who showed their 
sense of propriety by hissing, hooting, and making all sorts of noises ; 
and these unwashed artificers are from henceforth to select our legis- 
lators. There was some speaking, but not good. I said something, 
for I could not sit quiet.' 

We did not get home till about nine, having fasted the wffiole 
time. James, the blockhead, lost my poor Spice, a favourite terrier. 
The fool shut her in a stable, and somebody, [he] says, opened the 
door and let her out. I suspect she is lost for aye, for she was car- 
ried to Jedburgh in a post-chaise. 

March 23. — The measure carried by a single vote.’’ In other cir- 
cumstances one would hope for the interference of the House of 
Lords, but it is all hab-nab at a venture. The worst is that there is 
a popular party who want personal power, and are highly unfitted to 
enjoy it. It has fallen easily, the old Constitution; no bullying 
Mirabeau to assail, no eloquent Maury to defend. It has been 
thrown away like a child’s broken toy. Well trained, the good 
sense of the people is much trusted to ; we will see what it will do 
for us.^ 

The curse of Cromwell on those whose conceit brought us to this 
pass. Sed transeat. It is vain to mourn what cannot be mended. 

March 24. — Frank Grant and his lady came here. Frank will, I 
believe, and if he attends to his profession, be one of the celebrated 


1 Mr. Lockhart says:— “Ho proposed one of 
the Tory resolutions in a speech of some length, 
but delivered in a tone so low, and with such 
hesitation in utterance, that only a few de- 
tached passages were intelligible to the bulk 
of the audience. ’’—See Life, vol. x. pp. 4G-8. ■ 

2 The passing of the great Reform Bill in the 
House of Commons on the 22d March. 

3 His friend Richardson, who was a Whig. 

Re- 


writes him from London on February 14: — 
“ What a singular feeling it was to me to find 
Brougham Lord Chancellor, and Jeffrey and 
Cockburn in their present stations! I am 
afraid that the spirit of reform goes at pres- 
ent beyond the limits to which even the Gov- 
ernment will go— and but for the large stock 
of good sense and feeling which I think yet 
pervades the country, I should tremble for the 
future.” 
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men of the age. He is well known to me as the companion of my 
sons and the partner of my daughters. In youth, that is in extreme 
youth, he was passionately fond of fox-hunting and other sports, but 
not of any species of gambling. He had also a strong passion for 
painting, and made a little collection. As he had sense enough to 
feel that a younger brother’s fortune would not last long under the 
expenses of a good stud and a rare collection of chef-d^ oeuvres^ he used 
to avow his intention to spend his patrimony, about £10,000, and 
then again to make his fortune by the law. The first he soon accom- 
plished. But the law is not a profession so easily acquired, nor did 
Frank’s talents lie in that direction. His passion for painting turned 
out better. Nature had given him the rare power of judging sound- 
ly of painting, and in a remarkable degree the power of imitating it. 
Connoisseurs approved of his sketches, both in pencil and oils, but 
not without the sort of criticisms made on these occasions — that they 
were admirable for an amateur ; but it could not be expected that he 
should submit to the technical drudgery absolutely necessary for a 
profession, and all that species of criticism which gives way before 
natural genius and energy of character. 

Meantime Frank Grant, who was remarkably handsome, and very 
much the man of fashion, married a young lady with many possibil- 
ities, as Sir Hugh Evans says.' She was eldest sister of Farquharson 
of Invercauld, chief of that clan ; and the young man himself having 
been almost paralysed by the malaria in Italy, Frank’s little boy by 
this match becomes heir to the estate and chieftainship. In the mean- 
time fate had another chance for him in the matrimonial line. At 
Mclton-Mowbray, during the hunting season, he had become acquaint- 
ed (even before his first marriage) with a niece of the Duke of Rut- 
land, a beautiful and fashionable young woman, with whom he was 
now thrown into company once more. It was a natural consequence 
that they should marry. The lady had not much wealth, but excel- 
lent connections in society, to whom Grant’s good looks and good 
breeding made him very acceptable. 

March 25. — In the meantime Frank saw the necessity of doing 
something to keep himself independent, having, I think, too much 
spirit to become a Stulko,^ drinking out the last glass of the bottle, 
riding the horses which the laird wishes to sell, and drawing sketches 
to amuse the lady and the children, — besides a prospect on Invercauld 
elevating him, when realised, to the rank of the laird’s father. 

March 26. — Grant was above all this, and honourably and man- 
fully resolved to cultivate his taste for painting, and become a pro- 
fessional artist. 1 am no judge of painting, but I am conscious that 
Francis Grant possesses, with much taste, a sense of beauty derived 
from the best source, that of really good society, while in many mod- 
ern artists, the total want of that species of feeling is so great as to 


1 Merry TTiw^f, Act i. Sc. 1. formerly in common use among the Irish, sig- 

3 Stvlho or Stulk {^Stocaire^ in Irish), a wor4 uifying an idle, lazy, good-for-nothing fellow. 
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be revolting. His former acquaintances render bis immediate en- 
trance into business completely secure, and it will rest with bimself 
to carry on bis success. He bas, I tbink, that degree of energy and 
force of character wbicb will make bim keep and enlarge any reputa- 
tion wbicb be may acquire. He bas confidence too in bis own pow- 
ers, always a requisite for a young painter whose aristocratic preten- 
sions must be envied by [bis less fortunate brethren]. 

March 27.— Frank Grant is still with me, and is well pleased— I 
think very deservedly so— with a cabinet picture of myself, armour, 
and so forth, together with my two noble stagbounds of the greyhound 
race. I wish Cadell bad got it ; it is far better than Watson’s— though 
bis is well too. The dogs sat charmingly, but the picture took up 
some time.' 

March 28. — We went out a little ride. The weather most tempt- 
ing, the day beautiful. We rode and walked a little. 

March 29. — ^We bad an hour’s sitting of the dogs, and a good deal 
of success. I cannot compose my mind on this public measure. It 
will not please those whom it is the object to please. 

March 30. — Robert Dundas^ and his wife — Miss Durham that was 
— came to spend a day or two. I was heartily glad to see him, being 
my earliest and best friend’s son. John Swinton came by Blucher, 
on the part of an anti-Reform meeting in Edinburgh ; exhorting me 
to take up the pen, but I declined and pleaded health, which, God 


1 Mary Campbell, Lady Ruthven, for whom 
the picture was painted, was not only the Iriend 
of Scott, but she held relations more or less 
close with nearly every one famous in Art and 
Literature during the greater part of thjt nine- 
teenth century. No mean artist herself, and 
though, perhaps, not a clever letter- writer, she 
had among her correspondents some of the 
most brilliant men of her day. She survived 
all her early friends, but had the gift of being 
attractive to the young, and for three genera- 
tions was the delight of their children and 
grandchildren. Those who were privileged to 
share in the refined hospitality of Winton, nev- 
er forgot either the picturesque old house (the 
supposed Ravenswood Castle of the Bride of 
Zainmermoor)^ or its venerable mistress as she 
sat of an evening in her unique drawing-room, 
the walls of which were adorned with pictures 
of Grecian temple and landscape, her own 
handiwork in days long gone by when she w'as 
styled by her friends Queen of Athens. Her 
conversation, after she was ninety, was fresh 
and vigorous; and, despite blindness and im- 
perfect hearing, she kept herself well acquaint- 
ed with the affairs of the day. The last great 
speech in Parliament, or the newest bon mot, 
were equally acceptable and equally relished. 
Her sense of humour and fun made her, at 
times, forget her own sufferings, and her splen- 
did memory enabled her to while away many 
a sleepless hour by repeating long passages 
from the Bible or Milton. The former she had 
so much in her heart that it was scarcely pos- 
sible to believe she was not reading from the 
Book. Above all was her truly divine gift of 


charity, the practical application of which, in 
her every-day life, was only bounded by her 
means. 

It was said of her by one who knew her ■frell— 

*^She lived to a great age, dUpenring iindness and be- 
nevolence to the last, and cheered in the. sore infimiit raof 
her later years by the love fefriendfl of all ranks, ard all 
parties of all ages. 

“ The Living Lamp of Lothian, -which from Winton, has 
80 long shed its beneficent lustre, has "been extinguished, 
but not so -will be lost the memory of the gifted lady, for 
by not a few wEl still be cherished the recollection of her 
noble nature, and of her Christian life.” 

Lady Ruthven prized the picture referred to. 
She would not, as Sir Francis Grant relates.* 
permit him to touch the canvas after it left ibc 
Abbotsford studio; and it remained a cherished 
possession which she took pride in showing to 
appreciative guests, pointing out the details 
efface and form which she still saw with that 
inner eye, which time had not darkened. 

It is now in the National Portrait Gallery of 
Scotland— bequeathed to the nation with other 
pictures, as well as the magnificent collection 
of Greek archseological objects gathered by her- 
self and Lord Ruthven in their early married 
life. She was born in 1789, and died in 1885. 

2 Robert Dundas of Amiston, Esq., tbe wor- 
thy representative of an illustrious lineage, 
died at bis paternal seat in .Tune, 1838.— J. g. l. 
See Arniston Memoirs — Three. Centuries of a 
Scottish House, 1571-1833. Edin. 8vo, 1887. 

♦ See long .-ind interesting letter of June 5, 1872, from 
Sir Francis to Sir \V. S. Maxwell. — Laing’a Catalog}^, 
pp. 72-81. 
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knows, I kave a right to urge. I might have urged also the chance 
of my breaking down, hut there would be a cry of this kind which 
might very 'well prove real. 

March 31. — Swinton returned in the forenoon yesterday after 
lunch. He took my denial very quietly, and said it would be wrong 
to press me. I have not shunned anything that came fairly on me, 
but I do not see the sense of standing forth a champion. It is said 
that the Duke of Buccleuch has been offered the title of Monmouth 
if he would cease to oppose. He said there were two objections — 
they would not give it him if he seriously thought of it, and he 
would not take it if they did. The Dundases went off to-day. I 
was glad I had seen them, although visitors rather interrupt work. 



APRIL 


April Hemy Liddell, eldest son of Lord RavenswortL ar- 

rived here. I like him and his brother Tom very much. They are 
what niay be termed fine men. Young Mackenzie of Cromarty came 
with him, who is a fine lad and sings very beautifully. I knew his 
father and mother, and was very glad to see him. They had been at 
Mertoun fishing salmon, with little sport. 

April 3. — A letter from the Lord Chief-Commissioner reportino* 
Lord Palmerston and Sir Herbert Taylor's letters in Charles’s favour 
Wrote a grateful answer, and resolved, that as I have made my 
opinion public at every place where I could be called on or expected 
to appear, I will not throw myself forward when I have nothing to 
say. May the Lord have mercy upon us and incline our hearts to 
keep this vow! 

April 4. — Mr. Liddell and Hay Mackenzie left us this morning. 
Liddell showed me yesterday a very good poem, worthy of Pope or 
Churchill, in old-fashioned hexameters, called the \illegihle\. He has 
promised me a copy, for it is still being printed. There are some 
characters very well drawn. The force of it belies the character of a 
Dandie, too hastily ascribed to the author. He is accomplished as 
an artist and musician, and certainly has a fine taste for poetry, 
though he may never cultivate it.^ He promises to bring his lady — 
who is very clever, but pretty high, they say, in the temper — to spend 
a day or two with us after leaving Edinburgh. 

April 5 . — This fifth day of April is the March fair at Selkirk. 
Almost every one of the family goes there, Mr. Laidlaw among others. 
I have a hideous paralytic custom of stuttering with my pen, and can- 
not write without strange blunders ; yet I cannot find any failure in 
my intellect. Being unable to write to purpose with my own hand, 
this forenoon was a sort of holiday to me. The third volume of 
Count Robert is fairly begun, but I fear I shall want stuff to fill it, for 
I would not willingly bombast it with things inappropriate. If I could 
fix my mind to the task to-day, my temper, notwithstanding my oath, 
sets strong towards politics, where I would be sure of making a 
figure, and feel I could carry with me a great part of the middle-class, 
who wait for a shot between wind and water — ^lialf comic, half se- 
rious, which is a better argument than most which are going. The 
regard of my liealth is what chiefly keeps me in check. The provok- 

* Henry Liddell, second Baron Ravensworth, author of a translation of the Odes of Horace, a 
volume of Latin Poems, etc. 
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ing odium I should mind much less; for there will always be as 
many for as against me, but it would be a foolish thing to take flight 
to the next world in a political gale of wind. If Cadell gave me the 
least encouragement I would give way to the temptation. Meantime 
1 am tugging at the chain for very eagerness. 1 have done enough 
to incense people against me, without, perhaps, doing so much as I 
could, would, or should have done. 

April 6. — I have written to Alva and Lord Elgin, explaining why 
I cannot, as they encourage me to do, take upon me the cause of the 
public, and bell-the-cat with the reformers. I think I have done 
enough for an individual. 

I have more than half dictated the third volume to Mr. Laidlaw ; 
but I feel the subject wants action, and that a little repose will be 
very necessary. Resolve to-morrow shall be a resting-day. I have 
not had one this long time. I had a letter from Croker, advising a 
literary adventure — the personal history of Charles Edward.^ I think 
it will do. Rode to Melrose and brought home the letters from the 
post-oflGice. 

April 8. — I took leave of poor Major John Scott,^ who, being af- 
flicted with a distressing asthma, has resolved upon selling his house 
in Ravenswood, which he had dressed up with much neatness, and 
going abroad to Jamaica. Without having been intimate friends, we 
were always aflectionate relations, and now we part, probably never 
to meet in this world. He has a good deal of the character said to 
belong to the family. Our parting with mutual feeling may be easily 
supposed. 

April 9. — This being Saturday, I expect the bibliopolist and ty- 
pographer about two o’clock, I suppose, wlien 1 shall have much to 
journalise. Failures among the trade are alarming, yet not if we act 
with prudence, Noub verrons. 

Mr. Cadell and J. Ballantyne, with the son of the latter. Their 
courage’ is much stouter than 1 apprehended. Cadell says he has 
lost £1000 by bad debts, which is less than he expected, by bad times 
coming on at this time. We have been obliged to {)ublish the less 
popular part of the Waverley Novels. At present I incline to draw 
a period after 48 volumes, and so close the publication. About nine 
or ten volumes will then conclude our Magnum Opua, so called, and 
Mr. Cadell thinks we shall then begin the Poetical Works, in twelva^ 
volumes, with illustrations by Turner, which he expects to rise as far 
as 12,000. The size is to be that of the Waverley Novels. 

April 10. — I had a letter from Mr. Cowan, Trustee for Constal>le’s 
creditors, telling that the manuscripts of the Waverley Novels had 


1 In a letter from Sir Walter to his son-in- 
law, of April nth, he says: — 

“When you can take an hour to think of 
this, I will bo glad to hear from you. ... I am 
in possession of five or six manuscripts, copies, 
or large extracts, taken under my own eyes. 
Croker thinks, and I am of his opinion, that if 


there was room for a personal narrative of the 
character, it would answer admirably.” 

» This gentleman, a brother to the Laird of 
Racl)\ini, had made some fortnno in the East 
Indies, and bestowed the name of Ravenswood 
on a villa which ho built near Melrose. He 
died in 1831 — j. o. l. 
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been adjudgsd to bim, and offering tbem to me, or ratber asking my 
advice about tbe disposal of tbem. Answered tbat I considered my- 
self as swindled out of my property, and therefore will give no con- 
sent to any sale of tbe pillage.' Cadell says be is determined to get 
tbe MSS. from Cowan. I told him I would give him tbe rest of the 
MSS., which are in my own band, for Mr. Cadell has been very friendly 
to me in not suffering me to want money in difficult times. We are 
not pushed by our creditors, so can take our own time ; and as our 
plans prosper, we can pay off debt. About two o’clock enter two 
gentlemen in an open carriage, both from Makerstonn, and both Cap- 
tains in tbe Navy. Captain Blair, a son of tbe member for Ayrshire, 
my old friend tbe Laird of Blair. Just as they retreat, Mr. Pontey is 
announced. I was glad to see this great forester. He is a little man, 
and gets along with an air of talent, something like G-ifford, tbe fa- 
mous editor of tbe Quarterly . As in bis case mental acuteness gave 
animation to tbat species of countenance which attends personal de- 
formity. Tbe whole of bis face was bizarre and odd, yet singularly 
impressive. We walked round, I with great pain, by tbe Hooded 
Corbies’ seat, and this great Lord of tbe woodland gave the plantation 
great approbation. He seems ratber systematic in pruning, yet be is 
in a great measure right. He is tolerably obstinate in bis opinions. 
He dined, leaving me flattered with bis applause, and pleased with 
having seen him. 

April 11. — This day I went, with Anne and Miss Jane Erskine,^ 
to see tbe laying of tbe stones of foundation of two bridges in my 
neighbourhood over Tweed and tbe Ettrick. There was a great many 
people assembled. The day was beautiful, the scene romantic, and 
the people in good spirits and good-humour. Mr. Paterson® of Ga- 
lashiels made a most excellent prayer ; Mr. Smith* gave a proper re- 
past to tbe workmen, and we subscribed sovereigns apiece to provide 
for any casualty. I laid the foundation-stone of the bridge over 
Tweed, and Mr. C. B. Scott® of Woll that of Ettrick. The general 
spirit of good-humour made tbe scene, though without parade, ex- 
tremely interesting. 

April 12. — We breakfasted with tbe Fergusons, after which Anne 


1 The Manuscripts were sold "by auction in 
London on August 19th, 1831, and the prices 
realised fell far short of what might have been 
expected, e.p'. (1) Monastery, £18; (2) Guy Man- 
nering, £27, 10s.; (3) Old Mortality, £33; (4) 
Antiquary, £42; (5) Rob Roy, £50; (6) Peveril 
of the Peak, £42; (7) Waverley, £18; (8) Abbot, 
£14; (9) Ivanhoe, £12; (10) Pirate, £12; (11) 
Nigel, £16, 16s. ; (12) Kenilworth, £17 ; (13) 
Bride of Lammermoor, £14, 14s. — ^Total £317. — 
See David Laing’s Catalogue, pp. 99-108, for an 
account of the dispersion and sales of the orig- 
inal MSS., prose and poetry. 

2 Miss J. Erskine, a daughter of Lord Kin- 
nedder’s. She died in 1838. — J. G. l. 

2 The Rev. N. Paterson, author of 2Vie Manse 
Garden; afterwards minister of St. Andrew’s, 


Glasgow. He died in 1871. Mr. Paterson was 
a grandson ot Robert Paterson, “ Old Mortali- 
ty,” and brother of the Rev. Walter Patereon, 
minister of Kirkurd, author of the Legend of 
Iona— a poem written in imitation of the style 
of Scott, and in which he recognises his obli- 
gations to Sir Walter in the following terms:— 
“From him I derived courage to persevere in 
an undertaking on which I had often reflected 
with terror and distrust.”— l/e^(snd, notes, p. 
305. 

* Mr. John Smith of Darnick, the builder ot 
Abbotsford, and architect of these bridges.— 

J. G. L. 

6 This gentleman died in Edinburgh on the 
4th February, 1838.— j. g. l. 
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and Miss Erskine walked up the Rhymer’s Glen. I could as easily 
have made a pilgrimage to Rome with pease in my shoes unboiled. 
I drove home, and began to work about ten o’clock. At one o’clock 
1 rode, and sent off what I had finished. Mr. Laidlaw dined with 
me. In the afternoon we wrote five or six pages more. I am, I fear, 
sinking a little, from having too much space to fill, and a want of the 
usual inspiration which makes me, like the chariot wheels of Rharaoh 
in the sands of the Red Sea, drive heavily. It is the less matter if 
this prove, as I suspect, the last of this fruitful family. 

A])Til 13 . — Corrected a proof in the morning. At ten o’clock 
began where I had left oK at my romance. Mr. Laidlaw agrees as to 
the portion of what we are presently busy with, Laidlaw begins to 
smite the rock for not giving forth the water in quantity sufiicient. 
I remarked to him that this would not profit much. Doing, perhaps, 
twelve pages a day will easily finish us, and if it prove dull, why, dull 
it must be. I shall, perhaps, have half a dozen to make up this night. 
I have against me the disadvantage of being called the Just, and 
every one of course is willing to worry me. But they have been long 
at it, and even those works which have been worst received at their 
appearance now keep their ground fairly enough. So we ’ll try our 
old luck another voyage. 

It is a close, thick rain, and I cannot ride, and I am too dead lame 
to walk in the house. So, feeing really exhausted, I will try to 
sleep a little. 

My nap was a very short one, and was agreeably replaced by Basil 
Hall’s Fragments of Voyages. Everything about the inside of a ves- 
sel is interesting, and my friend has the great sense to know this is 
the case. I remember when my eldest brother took the humour of 
going to sea, James Watson^ used to be invited to George Square to 
tell him such tales of hardships as might disgust him with the s(‘rv- 
ice. Such were my poor mother’s instructions. But Captain Wat- 
son could not render a sea life disgusting to tlie young midshipman 
or to his brother, who looked on and listened. The account of assist- 
ance given to the Spaniards at Cape Finisterre, and the absurd be- 
haviour of the Junta, are highly interesting — a more inetlieient, yet a 
more resolved class of men than the Spanmrds were never conceived. 

Apil 14 . — Advised by Mr. Cadell that he has agreed with Mr. 
Turner, the first draughtsman of the period, to furnish to the poetical 
works two decorations to each of the proposed twelve volumes, to 
wit, a frontispiece and vignette to each, at the rate of £25 for ea(‘h, 
which is cheap enough considering these are the finest specimens of 
art going. The difficulty is to make him come here to take drawings. 
I have written to the man of art, inviting him to my house, though, 

1 The late Captain Watson, R.N., was dis- came President of the Royal Scottish Aoaclomy 
tantly related to Sir Walter’s mother. His son, in 1850, died in 1801, leaving fiindH to endow u 
Sir John Watson Gordon, rose to great erni- Chair of Fine Arts in the Kdiubiirgh Cniver- 
nence as a painter; and his portraits of Scott siiy. 
and Hogg rank among hia best pieces. He be- 
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if I remember, be is not very agreeable, and offered to transport bim 
to tbe places where he is to exercise his pencil. His method is to 
take various drawings of remarkable places and towns and stick them 
all together. He can therefore derive his subjects from good accu- 
rate drawings, so with Skene’s assistance we can equip him. We can 
put him at home on all the subjects. Lord Meadowbank and his son, 
Skene and Ms son. Colonel Russell and his sister, dined with us.' 

April 15.— Lord Meadowbank, etc., went to Newark with me, and 
returned to dine with the foregoing. Charming day. 

April 16. — Lord Meadowbank went to the circuit and our party 
to their various homes. By the bye, John Pringle and his brother of 
Haining dined with us yesterday. Skene walks with me and under- 
takes readily to supply Turner with subjects. Weather enchanting. 
About 100 leaves will now complete Robert of Paris. Query, will It 
answer ? Not knowing, can’t say. I think it will. 

Sunday IGiJA April to Sunday 24i/t of the same month un- 

pleasantly occupied by ill [health], and its consequences, a distinct 
shock of paralysis affecting both my nerves and spine, though begin- 
ning only on Monday with a very bad cold. Dr. [Abercrombie] was 
brought out by the friendly care of Cadell, but young Clarkson had 


1 Mr.W. F. Skene, Historiograplier Royal for 
Scotland, and son of Scott’s dear friend, kas 
been good enough to give me his recollections 
of these days;— 

“On referring to my Diary for the year 1831 
I find the following entry: ‘This Spring, on 31st 
April, I went with my father to Abbotsford and 
left on Sir Walter Scott being taken ill.’ The 
(late hero given for my visit does not corre- 
spond with that in Sir Walter’s Diary, but, as 
there are only thirty days in April it has evi- 
dently been written by mistake for the 13th. 

I had just attained my twenty-first year, and 
as such a visit at that early age was a great 
event in my life, I retain a very distinct recol- 
lection of the main features of it. I recollect 
that Lord Meadowbank and his eldest son 
Alan came at the same time, and the dinner 
party, at which Mr. Pringle of the Haining and 
his brother were present. The day after our 
arrival Sir Walter asked me to drive with him. 
AVe went in his open carriage to the Yarrow, 
where we got out, and Sir Walter, leaning on 
my arm, walked up the side of the river, pour- 
ing forth a continuous stream of anecdotes, 
traditions, and scraps of ballads. I was in the 
seventh heaven of delight, and thought I had 
never spent such a day. On Sunday Sir Wal- 
ter did not come down to breakfast, but sent 
a message to say that he had caught cold and 
had taken some medicine for it the night be- 
fore, which had made him ill, and would re- 
main in bed. When we sat at either lunch or 
dinner, I do not recollect which, Sir Walter 
walked into the room and sat down near the 
table, but ate nothing. He seemed in a dazed 
state, and took no notice of any one, but after 
a few minutes’ silence, during which his daugh- 
ter Anne, who was at table, and was watching 
him with some anxiety, motioneci to us to take 
no notice, he began in a quiet voice to tell us a 


stoi^ of a pauper lunatic, who, fancying he was 
a rich man, and was entertaining all sorts of 
high persons to the most splendid banquets, 
communicated to his doctor in confidence that 
there was one thing that troubled him much, 
and which he could not account for, and that 
was that all these exquisite dishes- seemed to 
him to taste of oatmeal porridge. Sir Walter 
told this with much humour, and after a few 
minutes’ silence began again, and told the same 
story over a second time, and then again a 
third time.* His daughter, who was watching 
him with increasing anxiety, then motioned to 
us to rise from table, and persuaded her father 
to return to his bedroom. Next day the doc- 
tor, who had been sent for, told us that he was 
seriously ill, and advised that his guests should 
leave at once, so that the house might be kept 
quiet and his daughter devote herself entirely 
to the care of her father. We accordingly left 
at once, and I never saw Sir Walter again. I 
still, however, retain a memorial of my visit. 

I had fiillen into indifferent health in the pre- 
vious year, and been recommended Highland 
air. By Sir Walter’s advice I was sent to live 
with a friend of his, the Reverend Doctor Mac- 
intosh Mackay, then minister of Laggan, in the 
Inverness-shfre Highlands, and had passed my 
time learning from him the Gaelic language. 
This excited in me a taste for Celtic Antiqui- 
ties, and finding in Sir Walter's Library a copy 
of O’Connor’s Rerum, Hihernicamm Scriptores 
veteres,, I sat up one night tr.anscribing from it 
the Annals of Tighernac. This transcript is still 
in my library William F. Skexe. 

“ 27 IxVERLEITH Row, 

Sept. 1890." 

* An echo of one of his own sin^ul.-ir illustrations (see 
Letters on Demonologt/) of the oec.asional (-•ollisiuu between 
a disturbed imagination and the organs of eease. 
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already done the needful — that is, had bled and blistered severely, 
and placed me on a very restricted diet. Whether these precautions 
have been taken in time I cannot tell. I think they have, though se- 
vere in themselves, beat the disease. But I am alike prepared, 

“Seu versare dolos, seu certae occumbere morti.”^ 

I only know that to live as I am just now is a gift little worth hav- 
ing. I think I will be in the Secret next week unless I recruit 
greatly. 

April 27. — They have cut me off from animal food and fermented 
liquor of every kind, and would press upon me such trash as panada 
and the like, which affect my stomach. This I will none of, but 
quietly wait till my ordinary diet is permitted, and thank God I can fast 
with any one. I walked out and found the day delightful ; the woods 
are looking charming, just bursting forth to the tune of the birds. 
I have been whistling on my wits like so many chickens, and cannot 
miss any of them. I feel, on the whole, better than I have yet done. 
I believe I have fined and recovered, and so may be thankful. 

April 28 and 29. — Walter made his appearance, well and stout, 
and completely recovered of his stomach complaints by abstinence. 
He has youth on his side, and I in age must submit to be a Lazarus. 
The medical men persist in recommending a seton. I am no friend 
to these risky remedies, and will be sure of the necessity before I 
yield consent. The dying like an Indian under torture is no joke, and, 
as Commodore Trunnion says, I feel heart-whole as a biscuit. My 
mind turns to politics. I feel better just now, and so 1 am. I will 
wait till Lockhart comes, but that may be too late. 


1 Jilneid ii. 62. 



MAY 


April 30 and May 1. — To meet Sandy Pringle to settle the day 
of election on Monday. Go on with Count Robert half-a-dozen leaves 
per day, I am not much pleased with my handiwork. The Chancery 
money seems like to he paid. This will relieve me of poor Charles, 
who is at present my chief burthen. The task of pumping my brains 
becomes inevitably harder when “both chain-pumps are choked be- 
low ^ and though this may not be the case literally, yet the ap- 
prehension is wellnigh as bad. 

May 2. — The day passed as usual in dictating (too little) and rid- 
ing a good deal. I must get finished with Count Robert^ who is pro- 
gressing, as the Transatlantics say, at a very slow pace indeed. By 
the bye, I have a letter from Nathan T. Rossiter, Williamstown, New 
York City, offering me a collection of poems by Byron, which ‘are 
said to have been found in Italy some years since by a friend of Mr. 
Rossiter. I don’t see I can at all be entitled to these, so shall write 
to decline them. If Mr. Rossiter chooses to publish them in Italy or 
America he may, but, published here, they must be the property of 
Lord Byron’s executors. 

;^ay 3. — Sophia arrives — with all the children looking well and 
beautiful, except poor Johnnie, who looks very pale. But it is^no 
wonder, poof thing ! 

May 4. — I have a letter from Lockhart, promising to be down by 
next Wednesday, that is, to-day. I will consult him about Byron’s 
exec., and as to these poems said to be his Lordship’s. They are 
very probably first copies thrown aside, or may not be genuine at all. 
I will be glad to see Lockhart. My pronunciation is a good deal im- 
proved. My time glides away ill employed, but I am afraid of the palsy. 
I should not like to be pinned to my chair. But I believe even that 
kind of life is more endurable than we could suppose. Your wishes 
are limited to your little circle — ^yet the idea is terrible to a man who 
has been active. My own circle in bodily matters is daily narrowing ; 
not so in intellectual matters, but I am perhaps a bad judge. The 
plough is coming to the end of the furrow, so it is likely I shall not 
reach the common goal of mortal life by a few years. I am now in 
my sixtieth year only, and 

“ Three score and ten years do sum up.” ^ 

1 Falconer’s Shipwreck, p. 162— “The Storm. ” ^ Scotch Metrical Version of the 90th Psalm. 

12mo ed. London,- Albion Press, 1810. 
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May 5. — A fleece of letters, which must he answered, I suppose — 
all from persons, my zealous admirers, of course, and expecting a de- 
gree of generosity, "which will put to rights all their maladies, phys- 
ical and mental ; and expecting that I can put to rights whatever 
losses have been their lot, raise them to a desirable rank, and [stand] 
their protector and patron. I must, they take it for granted, be as- 
tonished at having an address from a stranger; on the contrary, I 
would be astonished if any of these extravagant epistles were from 
any one who had the least title to enter into correspondence with me. 
I have all the plague of answering these teasing people. 

Mr. Burn, the architect, came in, struck by the appearance of my 
house from the road. He approved my architecture greatly. He 
tells me the edifice for J eanie Deans — that is, her prototype — is nigh 
finished, so I must get the inscription ready. ^ Mr. Burn came to meet 
with Pringle of Haining ; but, alas ! it is two nights since this poor 
young man, driving in from his own lake, where he had been fishing, 
an ill-broken horse ran away with him, and, at his own stable-door, 
overturned the vehicle and fractured poor Pringle’s skull ; he died 
yesterday morning. A sad business ; so young a man, the proprietor 
of a good estate, and a well-disposed youth. His politics were, I 
think, mistaken, being the reverse of his father’s ; but that is nothing 
at such a time. Burn went on to Richardson’s place of Kirklands, 
where he is to meet the proprietor, whom I too would wish to see, but 
I can hardly make it out. Here is a world of arrangements. I think 
we will soon hit upon something. My son Walter takes leave of me 
to-day to return to Sheffield. At his entreaty I have agreed to put 


1 (Tn the 18th October Sir Walter sent Mr. 
Burn the following inscription for the monu- 
ment he had commissioned, and which now 
stands in the churchyard of Irongray 

“‘This stone was erected by the Author ot 
Waverley to the memory of Helen Walker, who 
died in the year of God, 1791. This humble in- 
dividual practised in real life the virtues with 
which fiction has invested the imaginary char- 
acter of Jeanie Deans; refusing the slightest 
departure from veractity, even to save the life 
of a sister, she nevertheless showed her kind- 
ness and fortitude, in rescuing her from the 
severity of the law, at the expense of personal 
exertions, which the time rendered as difficult 
as the motive was laudable. Respect the grave 
of Poverty when combined with the love of 
Truth and dear affection.” 

It is well known that on the publication of 
Old Mortality many people were offended by 
what was considered a caricature of the Cove- 
nanters, and that Dr. M‘Cne, the biographer 
of Knox, wrote a series of papers in the Edin- 
hurgli Christian Instructor^ which Scott aflected 
to despise, and said he would not read. He not 
only was obliged to read the articles, bnt found 
it necessary to inspire or write an elaborate 
defence of the truth of his ow« picture of the 
Covenanters in the Number for January, 1817, 
of the Quarterly Review. 


In June, 1818, however, he made ample 
amends, and won the hearts of all classes of 
his countrymen by his beautiful pictures of* 
national character in the Heart of Midlothian. 

It is worth noticing also that ten years later, 
viz., in December, 1828, his friend Richardson 
having written that in the Tales of a Grandfa- 
ther “You have paid a debt which you owed to 
the manes of the Covenanters for the tlaltering 
picture which you drew of Claverhouse in Old 
Mortality. His character is inconceivable to 
me: the atrocity of his murder of those peas- 
ants, as undauntedly devoted to their own good 
cause as himself to his, his personal (almost 
hangraan-like) superintendence of their execu- 
tions, are wholly irreconcilable with a chival- 
rous spirit, which, however scornful of the 
lowly, could never, in my mind, be cruel.” 
Scott, in reply, gave his matured opinion in 
the following words: — 

“As to Covenanters and Malignauts, they 
were both a set of cruel and bloody bigots, and 
had, notwithstanding, those virtues with which 
bigotry is sometimes allied. Their characters 
were of a kind much more picturesque than 
beautiful; neither had the least idea either of 
toleration or humanity, so that it happens 
that, 80 far as they can be distinguished from 
each other, one is tempted to hate most the 
party which chances to be uppermost for the 
time.” 
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in a seton, wHicli they seem all to recommend. My own opinion is, 
this addition to my tortures will do me no good ; but I cannot hold 
out against my son. So, when the present blister is well over, let 
them try their seton, as they call it. 

May 6 and 7. — Here is a precious job. I have a formal remon- 
strance from these critical persons, Ballantyne and Cadell, against the 
last volume of Count Robert^ which is within a sheet of being fin- 
ished. I suspect their opinion will be found to coincide with that 
of the public ; at least it is not very different from my own. The 
blow is a stunning one I suppose, for I scarcely feel it. It is singu- 
lar, but it comes with as little surprise as if I had a remedy ready. 
Yet God knows, I am at sea in the dark, and the vessel leaky, I think, 
into the bargain. I cannot conceive that I should have tied a knot 
with my tongue which my teeth cannot untie. We will see. I am 
determined to write a political pamphlet coute que coute ; ay, — should 
it cost me my life. 

I will right and left at these unlucky proof-sheets, and alter at 
least what I cannot mend. 

May 8. — I have suffered terribly, that is the truth, rather in body 
than in mind, and I often wish I could lie down and sleep without 
waking. But I will fight it out if I can. It would argue too great an 
attachment of consequence to my literary labours to sink under. Did 
I know how to begin, I would begin this very day, although I knew I 
should sink at the end. After all, this is but fear and faintness of 
heart, though of another kind from that which trembleth at a load- 
ed pistol. My bodily strength is terribly gone ; perhaps my mental 
too ? 

jfay 9. — The weather uncommonly beautiful and I am very eager 
to get on thinning woods while the peeling season lasts. We made 
about ^200 off wood last season, and this is a sum worth look- 
ing at. 

May 10. — Some repairs on the mill-dam still keep the people em- 
ployed, and we cannot get to the thinning. Yet I have been urging 
them for a month. It’s a great fault of Scottish servants that they 
cannot be taught to time their turns. 

May 11. — By old practice I should be going into town to-day, the 
Court sitting to-morrow. Am I happier that I am free from this 
charge ? Perhaps I am ; that is certain, time begins to make my lit- 
erary labour more precious than usual. Yery weak, scarce able to 
cra^vi about without the pony — lifted on and off — and unable to walk 
half a mile save with great pain. 

May 12. — Resolved to lay by Robert of Paris^ and take it up when 
I can work. Thinking on it really makes my head swim, and that is 
not safe. Miss Perrier comes out to us. This gifted personage, be- 
sides having great talents, has conversation the least exigeayite of any 
author, female at least, whom I have ever seen^among the long list I 
have encountered, — simple, full of humour, and exceedingly ready 
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at repartee ; *and all this without the least affectation of the blue 
stocking/ 

May 13. — Mr., or more properly Dr., Macintosh Mackay comes 
out to sec me, a simple learned man, and a Highlander who weighs 
his own nation justly— a modest and estimable person. 

I was beat up at midnight to sign a warrant against sonic delin- 
quents. I afterwards heard that the officers were pursued by a mob 
from Galashiels, with purpose of deforcing them as far as St. Bos- 
well’s Green, but the men were lodged in Jedburgh Castle. 

Reports of mobs at all the elections, which, I fear, will prove too 
true. They have much to answer for who in gaiety of heart have 
brought a peaceful and virtuous population to such a pass. 

May 14. — Rode with Lockhart and Mr. Mackay through the plan- 
tations, and spent a pleasanter day than of late months. Story of a 
haunted glen in Laggan : — A chieftain’s daughter or cousin loved a 
man of low degree. Her kindred discovered the intrigue and pun- 
ished the lover’s presumption by binding the unhappy man, and lay- 
ing him naked in one of the large ants’ nests common in a Highland 
forest. He died in agony of course, and his mistress became dis- 
tracted, roamed wildly in the glen till she died, and her phantom, 
finding no repose, haunted it after her death to such a degree that 
the people shunned the road by day as well as night. Mrs. Grant of 
Laggan tells the story, with the addition, that her husband, then min- 
ister of Laggan, fixed a religious meeting in the place, and, by the ex- 
ercise of public worship there, overcame the popular terror of the Red 
Woman. Dr. Mackay seems to think that she was rather banished 
by a branch of the Parliamentary road running up the glen than by 
the prayers of his predecessor. Dr. Mackay, it being Sunday, fa- 
voured us with an excellent discourse on the Socinian controversy, 
which I wish my friend Mr. Laidlaw had heard. * 

May 15. — Dr. M. left us early this morning; and I rode and 
studied as usual, working at the Tale^ of My Grandfather, Our good 
and learned Doctor wishes to go down the Tweed to Berwick. It is 
a laudable curiosity, and I hope will be agreeably satisfied. 

May 16 and 17. — I wrote and rode as usual, and had the pleasure 
of Miss Perrier’s company in my family hours, which was a grcfit sat- 
isfaction ; she has certainly less affectation than any female I have 
known that has stood so high — Joanna Baillie hardly excepted. By 
the way, she [Mrs. Baillie] has entered on the Socinian controversy, 
for which I am very sorry ; she has published a number of texts on 
which she conceives the controversy to rest, but it escapes lier that she 
can only quote them through a translation. I am sorry tins gifted wom- 
an is hardly doing herself justice, and doing what is not required at lier 
hands. Mr. Laidlaw of course thinks it the finest thing in the world.'* 


1 See Miss Ferrier’s account of this visit pre- * Mr, Carrutliors remarks in his Abbotsford 
fixed to Mr. Bentley’s choice edition of her A'ofanda: — “ Jo.-inna Baillio published a thin 
works, 6 vols. cr. 8vo, London, 1881. volume of .selections from the New Testamout 
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May la.—Went to Jedburgh to the election, greatly against the 
wishes of my daughters. The mob were exceedingly vociferous and 
brutish, as they usually are now-a-days. But the Sheriff had two 
troops of dragoons at Ancrum Bridge, and all went off quietly. The 
populace gathered in formidable numbers — a thousand from Hawick 
alone ; they were sad blackguards, and the day passed with much 
clamour and no mischief. Henry Scott was re-elected — ^for the last 
time, I suppose. Trojafuit 

I left the burgh in the midst of abuse and the gentle hint of 
‘‘Burke Sir Walter.” Much obliged to the brave lads of Jeddart. 
Upwards of forty freeholders voted for Henry Scott, and only four- 
teen for the puppy that opposed him. Even of this party he gained 
far the greater number by the very awkward coalition with Sir Will- 
iam Scott of Ancrum. I came home at seven at night. 

May 20. — This is the Selkirk election, which I supposed would be 
as tumultuous as the Jedburgh one, but the soutars of Selkirk had 
got a new light, and saw in the proposed Reform Bill nothing but a 
mode of disfranchising their ancient burgh. Although the crowd was 
great, yet there was a sufficient body of special constables, hearty in 
their useful office, and the election passed as quietly as I ever wit- 
nessed one. I came home before dinner, very quiet. I am afraid 
there is something serious in Galashiels; Jeffrey is fairly funked 
about it, and has written letters to the authorities of Roxburghshire 
and Selkirkshire to caution us against making the precognitions pub- 
lic, which looks ill. Yet I think he would have made arrests when 
the soldiers were in the country. The time at which I settled 
at Abbotsford, Whitsunday 1811, 1 broke up a conspiracy of the 
weavers. It will look like sympathising with any renewal if another 
takes place just now. Incendiary letters have been sent, and the house- 
holders are in a general state of alarm. The men at Jedburgh Castle 
are said to be disposed to make a clean breast ; if so, we shall soon 
know more of the matter. Lord William Graham has been nearly 
murdered at Dumbarton. Why should he not have brought down 
50 or 100 lads with the kilts, each with a good kent’ in his hand fit 
to call the soul out of the body of these weavers ? They would have 
kept order, I warrant you. 

May 21 .—- Little more than my usual work and my usual exercise. 
I rode out through the plantations and saw the woodmen getting down 
what was to be felled. It seems there will be as much for sale as last 
year of bark : I think about £40 worth. A very nice additional pond 
to the sawmill has been executed. As for my Tales, they go on well, 
and are amusing to myself at least. The History of France is very 
entertaining. 


‘regarding the nature and dignity of Jesus 
Christ. ’ The tendency of the work was Socin- 
ian, or at least Arian, and Scott was indignant 
that his friend should have meddled with such 


a subject. ‘ What had she to do with quest ions 
of that sort?’ He refused to add the book to 
his library and gave it to Laidlaw.’'— P. 1T9. 

1 A long staff. 


544 


JOURNAL 


IMay 

May 22. — I have a letter from my friend John Thomson of Dud- 
dingston. I had transmitted him an order for the Duke of Ihieeleueli 
for his best picture, at his best price, leaving the choice of the subject 
and everything else to himself. He expresses the wish to do, at an 
ordinary price, a picture of common size. The declining to put him- 
self forward wdll, I fear, be thouglit like shrinking from his own rep- 
utation, which nobody has less need to do. The Duke may wish a 
large picture for a large price for furnisliing a large Hj)artment, and 
the artist should not shrink from it. I have written him my opinion. 
The feeling is no doubt an amiable, though a false one. He is mod- 
est in proportion to his talents. But what brother of the finer arts 
ever approached [excellence] so as to please himself ? 

May 23, 24, and 25. — Worked and exercised regularly. I do not 
feel that I care twopence about the change of diet as to taste, but I 
feel my strength much decayed. On horseback my spine feels re- 
markably sore, and I am tired with a few miles’ ride. We expect 
Walter coming down for the Fife election. 


[From May 25th to October 9th there are no dates in the Journal, 
but the entry beginning I have been very ill ” must have been made 
about the middle of September. In the family cfircle,” says Mr. 
Lockhart, “ he seldom spoke of his illness at all, and when he did, it 
was always in a hopeful strain.” “ In private, to Laidlaw and myself, 
his language corresponded exactly with the tone of the Diary, lie 
expressed his belief that tlie chances of recovery were few — very few 
— but always added that he considered it his duty to exert what fac- 
ulties remained to him for tlie sake of his creditors to the very last. 
— ‘ I am very anxious,’ he repeatedly said to me, ‘ to be done one way 
or other with this Count Robert^ and a little story al)oiit the (Jasthj 
Dangerous — which also I had long in my head — but after that I will 
attempt nothing more, at least not until I have finished all the notes 
for the Novels,’ ” etc. 

On the 18th July he set out in company with ]\Ir. Loekliart to vis- 
it Douglas Castle, St. Bride’s Church and its neighbourhood, for the 
purpose of verifying the scenery of Castle Dmige^'ous^ then partly 
printed, returning on the 20tli. 

He finished that book and Count Robert before the end of Au- 
gust. 

In September, Mr. Lockhart, then staying at Chiefswood, and 
proposing to make a run into Lanarkshire for a day or two, mentioiuMl 
overnight at Abbotsford that he intended to take his sec,ond son, then 
a boy of five or six years of age, and Sir Walter’s namesake, with him 
on the stage-coach. 

Next morning the following affectionate billet was put into his 
‘hands: — ' 
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To J. G. Lockhaet, Esq., Chiefswood. 

Dear Don, or Doctor Giovanni, 

‘‘ Can you really be thinking of taking Wa-Wa by the coach— 
and I think you said outside? Think of Johnny, and be careful of 
this little man. Are you ^ar hazard something in the state of the 
poor capitaine des dragons that comes in singing : — 

‘ Comment ? Parbleu ! Qu’en pensez vous, 

Bon gentilhomme, et pas un sous ’ ? 

“ If SO, remember ‘ Richard’s himself again,’ and make free use of 
the enclosed cheque on Cadell for £50. He will give you the ready 
as you pass through, and you can pay when I ask. 

“ Put horses to your carriage, and go hidalgo fashion. We shall 
all have good days yet. 

‘And those sad days you deign to spend 
With me I shall requite them all ; 

Sir Eustace for his friends shall send 
And thank their love in Grayling Hall P * 

“W. S.”* 

On the 15th September he tells the Duke of Buccleuch, “1 am 
going to try whether the air of Naples will make an old fellow of 
sixty young again.” 

On the 17th the old splendour of the house was revived. Col. 
Glencairn Burns, son of the poet, then in Scotland, came 

“To stir with joy the towers of Abbotsford.” 

The neighbours were assembled, and, having his son to help him. Sir 
Walter did the honours of the table once more as of yore. 

On the 19th the poet Wordsworth arrived, and left on the 22d. 

On the 20th, Mrs. Lockhart set out for London to prepare for her 
father’s reception there, and on the 23d Sir Walter left Abbotsford 
for London, where he arrived on the 28th.^] 

» See Crabbc’s Sir Eustace Grey. 

2 Life^ vol. X. pp. 100-1. 

35 


3 See j&t/c, vol. x. pp. 76-106. 


OCTOBER 

INTERVAL 

I HAVE been very ill, and if not quite unable to write, I have been 
unfit to do so. I have wrought, however, at two AVaverley things, 
but not well, and, what is worse, past mending. A total prostration 
of bodily strength is my chief complaint. I cannot walk half a mile. 
There is, besides, some mental confusion, with the extent of which I 
am not perhaps fully acquainted. I am perhaps setting. I am my- 
self inclined to think so, and, like a day that has been admired as a 
fine one, the light of it sets down amid mists and storms. I neither 
regret nor fear the approach of death if it is coming. 1 would com- 
pound for a little pain instead of this heartless muddiness of mind 
which renders me incapable of anything rational. The expense of 
my journey will be something considerable, 'which I can provide 
against by borrowing £500 from Mr. Gibson. To Mr. Cadcll I owe 
already, with the cancels on these apoplectic books, about £200, and 
must run it up to £500 more at least ; yet this heavy burthen would 
be easily borne if I were to be the Walter Scott I once was ; but the 
change is great. This would be nothing, providing that I could 
count on these two books having a sale equal to their predecessors ; 
but as they do not deserve the same countenance, they will not and 
cannot have such a share of favour, and I have only to hope that they 
will not involve the Waverley, which are now selling 30,000 volumes 
a month, in their displeasure. Something of a Journal and tlic 
Reliquiae Trotcosieiises will probably be moving articles, and I havai 
in short no fears in pecuniary matters. The ruin which I fear in- 
volves that of my King and country. AVell says Colin Mackenzie 

“ Shall this desolation strike thy towers alone ? 

No, fair Ellandonan ! such ruin ’twill bring, 

That the storm shall have power to unsettle the throne, 

And thy fate shall be mixed with the fate of thy King.” ^ 

I fear that the great part of the memorialists are bartering away 
the dignity of their rank by seeking to advance themselves by a job, 
which is a melancholy sight. The ties between democrat and aristo- 
crat are sullen discontent with each other. The former are la'gartbul 


1 Sec “Ellandonan Castle,” in the Minstrelsy of the Scottish Border, Scott's Pod kal Works, vol 
iv. p. 361. 
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as a liouse-dog which has manifested incipient signs of canine mad- 
ness, and is not to be trusted. Walter came down to-day to ioin our 
party. ■' 

{Sept&mler 20 ?]— Yesterday, Wordsworth, his son [nephew'], and 
daughter, came to see us, and we went up to Yarrow. The eldest son 
of Lord Eavensworth also came to see us, with his accomplished lady. 
We had a pleasant party, and to-day were left by the Liddells, maurnt 
the three Wordsworths, cam mteris, a G-erman or Hungarian Count 
E'rdody, or some sucli name. 

We arrived in London [September 28,] after a long and painful 
journey, tbe weakness of my limbs palpably increasing, and the pbysie 
prescribed making me weaker every day. Lockhart, poor fellow, is as 
attentive as possible, and I have, thank God, no pain whatever; could 
the end be as easy it would be too happy. I fancy the instances of 
Euthanasia are not very uncommon. Instances there certainly are 
among the learned and the unlearned — ^Dr! Black, Tom Purdie. I 
should wish, if it please God, to sleep off in such a quiet way ; but we 
must take what Fate sends. I have not warm hopes of being myself 
again. 

Wordsworth and his daughter, a fine girl, were with us on the last 
day. I tried to write in her diary, and made an ill-favoured botch — 
no help for it. Stitches will wear, and ill ones will out,” as the tailor 
says.’* 

[October 8, London.] — The King has located me on board the 
Bamam, with my suite, consisting of my eldest son, youngest daugh- 
ter, and perhaps my daughter-in-law, which, with poor Charles, will 
make a goodly tail. I fancy the head of this tail cuts a poor figure, 
scarce able to stir about. 

The town is in a foam with politics. The report is that the Lords 
will throw out the Bill, and now, morning of 8th October, I learn it is 
quoited downstairs like a shovel-board sMling, with a plague to it, as 
the most uncalled-for attack upon a free constitution, under which 
men lived happily, which ever was ventured in my day. Well, it 
would have been pleasing to have had some share in so great a vic- 
tory, yet even now I am glad I have been quiet. I believe I should 
only have made a bad figure. Well, I will have time enough to think 
of all this. 

October 9. — The report to-day is that the Chancellor’* will unite 
with the Duke of Wellington and Sir Eobert Peel to bring in a Bill 
of his own concocting, modified to the taste of the other two, with 


1 Now the Bishop of St. Andrew’s. 

As has been already said, Wordsworth ar- 
rived on the 19th and left on the 22d Septem- 
ber, i.e. the visit lasted from Monday till Thurs- 
day, There are no dates in the Journal between 
May 26 and October 8, but Wordsworth says, 
“At noon on Thursday we left Abbotsford, and 
on the morning of that day Sir Walter and I 
had a serious conversation tete-d-Ute, when he 
spoke with gratitude of the happy life which 


upon the whole he had led.”— Knight’s Words- 
worth, vol. iii. p. 201. 

2 Wordsworth notes that on placing the vol- 
ume in his daughter’s hand, Sir Walter said, 
“ I should not have done anything of this kind 
hut- for your father’s sake; they are probably 
the last Verses I shall ever write.” — Knight’s 
Wordsworth, vol. iii. p. 201. 

3 Lord Brougham. 
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which some think they will he satisfied. This is not very unlikely, 
for Lord Brougham has been displeased with not having been, admit- 
ted to Lord John Russell’s task of bill-drawing, lie is a man of un- 
bounded ambition, as well as unbounded talent and [uncertain] tem- 
per. There have been hosts of people here, particularly the Duke of 
Buccleuch, to ask me to the christening of his son and heir, when the 
King stands godfather. I am asked as an ally and friend of the fam- 
ily, which makes the compliment greater. Singular that I should 
have stood godfather to this Duke himself, representing some great 
man, 

October 10. — Yesterday we dined alone, so I had an opportunity 
of speaking seriously to John ; but I fear procrastination. It is the 
cry of Friar Bacon’s Brazen head, time is — time was ; but the time 
may soon come — time shall be no more. The Whigs are not very 
bold, not much above a l^undred met to support Lord Grey to the last. 
Their resolutions are moderate, probably because they could not have 
carried stronger. I went to breakfast at Sir Robert Henry Inglis’, 
and coming home about twelve found the mob rising in the Regent’s 
Park, and roaring for Reform as rationally as a party of Angusshire 
cattle would have done. 

Sophia seemed to act as the jolly host in the play. These are 
my windows,” and, shutting the shutters, ^‘Ict them batter — I care not 
serving the good Duke of Norfolk.” After a time they passed out of 
our sight, hurrying doubtless to seek a more active scene of reforma- 
tion. As the night closed, the citizens who had hitherto contented 
themselves with shouting, became more active, and when it grew dark 
set forth to make work for the glaziers. 

October 11, Tuesday . — We set out in the morning to breakfast 
with Lady Gifford, We passed several glorious specimens of the last 
night’s feats of the reformers. The Duke of Newcastle’s and Lord 
Dudley’s houses were sufficiently broken. The maidens, however, had 
resisted, and from the top of the house with coals, which had greatly 
embarrassed the assembled mob. Surely if the people are determined 
on using a right so questionable, and the Government resolved to con- 
sider it as too sacred to be resisted, some modes of resistance might 
be resorted to of a character more ludicrous than firearms, — coals, for 
example, scalding oil, boiling water, or some other mode of defence 
against a sudden attack. We breakfasted with a very pleasant party 
at Lady Gifford’s. I was particularly happy to meet Lord Sidmouth ; 
at seventy -five, he tells me, as much in health and spirits as at sixty. 
I also met Captain Basil Hall, to whom I owe so much for promoting 
my retreat in so easy a manner. I found my appointment to tlie 
Barham had been pointed out by Captain Henry Duncan, R.N., as 
being a measure which would be particularly agreeable to the officers 
of the service. This is too high a compliment. In returning I called 
to see the repairs at Lambeth, which are proceeding under tlie able 
direction of Blorc, who met me there. They arc in the best Gothic 
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taste, and executed at the expense of a large sum, to be secured bv 
way of inortgage, payable in fifty years; each incumbent within the 
time paying a proportion of about £4000 a year. I was pleased to 
see this splendour of church architecture returnino- again. 

Lord Mala on, a ^ry amiable as well as a clever young* man, comes 
to dinner with Mr. Croker; Lady Louisa Stuart in the afternoon or 
more properly, at night. ’ 

October 12._Misty morning— looks like a yeUow fog, which is the 
curse of London. I would hardly take my share of it for a share of 
its wealth and its curiosity — a vile double-distilled fog of the most 
intolerable kind. Children scarce stirring yet, but baby and the 
Macaw beginning their Macaw notes. Among other feats of the mob 
on Monday, a gentleman who saw the onslaught told me two men got 
on Lord Londonderry’s carriage and struck him ; the chief constable 
came to the rescue and belaboured the rascals, who ran and roared. 
I should have liked to have seen the onslaught— -Dry beating, and 
plenty of it, is a great operator of a reform among these gentry. At 
the same time Lord Londonderry is a brain-sick man, very unlike his 
brother. He horsewhipped a sentinel under arms at Yienna for obey- 
ing his consignee which was madness. On the other side all seems to 
be prepared. Heavy bodies of the police are stationed in all the 
squares and places supporting each other regularly. The men them- 
selves say that their numbers amount to 3000, and that they are sup- 
ported by troops in still greater numbers, so that the Conservative 
force is sufficiently strong. Four o’clock— a letter from the Duke 
saying the party is put off by command of the King, and probably 
the day will be put off until the Duke’s return from Scotland, so our 
hopes of seeing the fine ceremony are all ended. 

October 13 . — JSFocte pluit tota — ^an excellent recipe for a mob, so 
they have been quiet accordingly, as we are informed. Two or three 
other wet nights would do much to weary them out with inactivity. 
Milman, whom I remember a fine gentlemanlike young man, dined 
here yesterday. He says the fires have never ceased in his country, 
but that the oppressions and sufferings occasioned by the poor’s 
rates are very great, and there is no persuading the English farmer 
that an amended system is comfortable both for rich and poor. The 
plan of ministers is to keep their places maugre Peers and Commons 
both, while they have the countenance of the crown ; but if a Prince 
shelters, by authority of the prerogative, ministers against the will of 
the other authority of the state, does he not quit the defence which 


supposes he can do no wrong ? This doctrine would make a curious 
change of parties. Will they attempt to legitimize the Fitz Clar- 
ences ? G-od forbid ! Yet it may end in that, — it would be Paris 
all over. The family is said to have popular qualities. Then what 
would be the remedy ? Marry ! seize on the person of the Princess 
Victoria, carrying her north and setting up the banner of England 
with the Duke of W. as dictator ! Well, I am too old to fight, and 
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therefore should keep the windy side of the law ; besides, I shall be 
buried before times come to a decision. In the meantime the King 
dare not go to stand godfather to the son of one of his most power- 
ful peers, a party of his own making, lest his loving subjects pull the 
house about the ears of his noble host and the company invited to 
meet him. Their loyalty has a pleasant way of displaying itself. I 
will go to Westminster after breakfast and see what people are say- 
ing, and whether the Barham is likely to sail, or whether its course is 
not altered to the coast of the Low Countries instead of the Medi- 
terranean. ^ 

October 14. — Tried to walk to Lady Louisa Stuart’s, but took a 
little vertigo and came back. Much disturbed by a letter from Wal- 
ter, He is like to be sent on an obnoxious service with very inade- 
quate force, little prospect of thanks if he does his duty, and much 
of blame if he is unable to accomplish it. I have little doubt he will 
ware his mother’s calf-skin on them. 

The manufacturing districts are in great danger. London seems 
pretty secure. Sent off the revise of introduction to Mr. Cadell.^ 
October 16. — A letter from Walter with better news. He has 
been at hard-heads with the rogues and come off with advantage ; in 
short, practised with success the art of drawing two souls out of one 
weaver.^ All seems quiet now, and I suppose the Major will get his 
leave as proposed. Two ladies — [one] Byron’s Mary Chaworth — 
have been frightened to death while the mob tore the dying creat- 
ures from their beds and proposed to throw them into the flames, 
drank the wine, destroyed the furniture, and committed other ex- 
cesses of a jacquerie.^ They have been put down, however, by a 
strong force of yeomanry and regulars. Walter says the soldiers fired 
over the people’s heads, whereas if they had levelled low, the bullets 
must have told more among the multitude. I cannot approve of this, 
for in such cases severity is ultimate mercy.'* However, if they have 
made a sufficient impression to be striking — why, enough is as good 
as a feast. 

There is a strange story about town of ghost-seeing vouched by 
Lord Prudhoe, a near relation of the Duke of Northumberland, and 
whom I know as an honourable man. A colonel described as a cool- 
headed sensible man of worth and honour, Palgrave, who dined with 
us yesterday, told us twice over the story as vouched by Lord Prud- 
hoe, and Lockhart gave us Colonel Felix’s edition, which coincided 
exactly. I will endeavour to extract the essence of both. While at 
Grand Cairo they were attracted by the report of a physician who 
could do the most singular magical feats, and was in the habit not 
only of relieving the living, but calling up the dead. This sage was 

1 The Introductory address to Count Rohert < Scott’s views received stn np; connrmation 

of Paris bears the date October 16th, 1831. a few days later at Bristfd, where the author! - 

2 Twelfth Night, Act n. So. 3. ties, through mistaken humanity, hesitated to 

3 See Moore’s edition of Byron's Worhs, vol. order the military to act. 
vii. pp. 43-44, note. 
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the member of a tribe in the interior part of Africa. They were 
some time (two years) in finding him out, for he by no means pressed 
himself on the curious, nor did he on the other hand avoid them ; 
but when he came to Grand Cairo readily agreed to gratify them by 
a sight of his wonders. The scenes exhibited were not visible to the 
operator himself, nor to the person for whose satisfaction they were 
called up, but, as in the case of Dr. Dee and other adepts, by means 
of a viewer, an ignorant Nubian boy, whom, to prevent imposi- 
tion, the English gentlemen selected for the purpose, and, as they 
thought, without any risk of imposture by confederacy betwixt him 
and the physician. The process was as follows : — A black square 
was drawn in the palm of the boy’s hand, or rather a kind of penta- 
cle with an Arabic character inscribed at each angle. The figures 
evoked were seen through this space as if the substance of the hand 
had been removed. Magic rites, and particularly perfumes, were lib- 
erally resorted to. After some fumigation the magician declared that 
they could not proceed until the seven flags should become visible. 
The boy declared he saw nothing, then said he saw a flag, then two ; 
often hesitated at the number for a certain time, and on several occa- 
sions the spell did not work and the operation went no further, but 
in general the boy saw the seven flags through the aperture in his 
hand. The magician then said they must call the Sultan, and the 
boy said he saw a splendid tent fixed, surrounded by immense hosts, 
Eblis no doubt, and his angels. The person evoked was then named, 
and appeared accordingly. The only indispensable requisite was 
that he was named speedily, for the Sultan did not like to be kept 
waiting. Accordingly, William Shakespeare being named, the boy 
declared that he saw a Frank in a dress which he described as that 
of the reign of Elizabeth or her successor, having a singular counte- 
nance, a high forehead, and a very little beard. Another time a 
brother of the Colonel was named. The boy said he saw a Frank in 
his uniform dress and a black groom behind him leading a superb 
horse. The dress was a red jacket and white pantaloons ; and the 
principal figure turning round, the boy announced that he wanted his 
arm, as was the case with Felix’s brother. The ceremony was re- 
peated fourteen times ; successfully in twelve instances, and in two 
it failed from non-appearance of the seven banners in the first in- 
stance. The apparent frankness of the operator was not the least 
surprising part of the afiEair. He made no mystery, said he possess- 
ed this power by inheritance, as a family gift; yet that he could 
teach -it, and was willing to do so, for no enormous sum — nay, one 
which seemed very moderate. I think two gentlemen embraced the 
ofier. One of them is dead and the other still abroad. The sage 
also took a price for the exhibition of his skill, but it was a moderate 
one, being regulated by the extent of the perfumes consumed in the 
ceremony. • 

There remains much more to ask 1 understood the witnesses do 
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not like to bother about, which is very natural. One would like to 
know a little more of the Sultan, of the care taken to secure the 
fidelity of the boy who was the viewer and on whom so much de- 
pended ; whether another sage practising the same feat, as it was Said 
to be hereditary, was ever known to practise in the city. The truth 
of a story irreconcilable with the common course of nature must de- 
depend on cross-examination. If we should find, while at Malta, 
that we had an opportunity of expiscating this matter, though at 
the expense of a voyage to Alexandria, it would hardly deter me.^ 
The girls go to the Chapel Royal this morning at St. James’s. A 
visit from the Honourable John Forbes, son of my old and early 
friend Lord Forbes, who is our follow-passenger. The ship expects 
presently to go to sea. I was very glad to sec this young officer and 
to hear his news. Drummond and I have been friends from our in- 
fancy. 

October I'Z. — The morning beautiful. To-day I go to look after 
the transcripts in the Museum and have a card to see a set of chess- 
men^ thrown up by the sea on the coast of Scotland, which WTre 
ofiered to sale for £100. The King, Queen, Knight, etc., were in the 
costume of the 14th century, the substance ivory or rather the tusk 
of the morse, somewhat injured by the salt water in which they had 
been immersed for some time. 

Sir John Malcolm told us a story about Garrick and his wife. 
The lady admired her husband greatly, but blamed him for a taste for 
low life, and insisted that he loved better to play Scrub to a low-lifed 
audience than one of his superior characters before an audience of 
taste. On one particular occasion she was in her box in the theatre. 
Richard III. was the performance, and Garrick’s acting, especially in 
the night scene, drew down universal applause. After the play was 


1 At nalta, accordingly, wo find Sir Walter 
making iiKiuiry regarding this Arabian conjur- 
er, and writing to Mr. Lockhart, on Nov. iHhl, 
in the following terms: — 

“ I have got a key to the conjuring story of 
Alexandria and (Jraiid Cairo. I have seen very 
distinct letters of Sir John Stoddart’s son, who 
attended three of lli(^ formal exhibitions which 
broke down, though Ma^y vven> repeated ;if(er- 
wards with .succc.ss. Young StfKhlart is an ex- 
C(dIont Arabian scholar— an adv.antagt* which I 
understand is more iinpei-fectly enjoyed l)y I.onI 
Ih'udhoe and Colonel Felix. Mueh renuiins to 
bo ox{)iained, but the hohlnoHs of th(i attempt 
exceeds an.vthing sinee th(‘ days of the Autoiu- 
aton chess-player, or the Cotth^ conjurer. The 
first time Shakespeare was evoked lie appeared 
in the comiilexion ^)f an Arab. This .s(>ems to 
have been owing to the lirst syllable of his 
name, which resembh'd tlm Araliian word 
and suggested the idea of an Arabian 
chief to the conjurer. A genthunati named 
Galloway has liought the secret, and talks of be- 
ing frightened. There can he little doubt that, 
having so f.ir interested hiiiisidf. it would he 
como his interest to put the conjurer more up 


to the questions likely to ho asked. So ho was 
more perfect when consulted by Lord Friidhoe 
than at lirst, when he made various blumler.s, 
and when w'e must nei'd.s say fatsiim in unn 
/(tismn in omnihufi. As all this will come out 
on(^ day, I have no wish to mingle in the con- 
trov(‘r.sy. , . . There are still many things to 
explain, hut I think the mystery is unearthed 
completely. ■’ 

See also Lane’s Etjuptians for an account of 
what appears to he the same man in 
Also Quarfrrli/ Review^ No. 117, pp. 11)0-208. 
for an examination of this “Magic Mirror” 
exhibition. 

2 A hoard of seventy-eight chess men found 
in the island of Lewis in IHhl. Th(‘ greater 
numlKU’ of the llgures wen* purcha.sed for tie 
British Museum, and forim'd Mk^ subject of a 
h'arimd di.-)scrlat ion liy Sir Frederick Madden; 
s(‘e Arrh(rnlnf/ia, xxiv, Kh^veii of tliese very 
itifere.^ling jn(>< (*.s (VIl into tli(^ bands ofSoott’s 
frieiel, C. K. Sharpt', and afU'rwards of J,ord 
Londesborough. .More recently tliose identical 
jMeces wen* pnn-has(>d for th(^ Mu.seurn of An- 
ti(iuiLie.s, Fdinburgh, where they now are. S( e 
Proc. >S'oc. AiUiq., vol. xxlii. 
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over Mrs. G. proposed going home, which Garrick declined, alleging 
he had some business in the green-room, which must detain him."^ In 
short, the lady was obliged to acquiesce, and wait the beginning of a 
new entertainment, in which was introduced a farmer giving his 
neighbours an account of the wonders seen on a visit to London. This 
character was received with such peals of applause that Mrs. Garrick 
began to think it rivalled those which had been so lately lavished on 
Richard the Third. At last she observed her little spaniel dog was 
making efforts to get towards the balcony which separated him from 
the facetious farmer. Then she became aware of the truth. “ How 
strange,” she said, “ that a dog should know his master, and a woman, 
in the same circumstances, should not recognise her husband !” 

October 18. — Sophia had a small but lively party last night, as in- 
deed she has had every night since we were here — Ladies — [Lady 
Stafford,] Lady Louisa Stuart, Lady Montagu, Miss Montagu, Lady 
[Davy], [Mrs.] Macleod, and two or three others ; Gentlemen — Lord 
Montagu, Macleod, Lord Dudley, Rogers [Mackintosh]. A good deal 
of singing. If Sophia keeps to early hours she may beat London for 
small parties as poor Miss White did, and without much expense. 
A little address is all that is necessary. Sir John^ insists on my 
meeting this Rammohun Roy f I am no believer in his wandering 
knight, so far. The time is gone of sages who travelled to collect 
wisdom as well as heroes to reap honour. Men think and fight for 
money. I won’t see the man if I can help it. Flatterers are difficult 
enough to keep at a distance though they be no renegades. I hate a 
fellow who begins with throwing away his own religion, and then af- 
fects a prodigious respect for another. 

October 19. — Captain H. Duncan called with Captain Pigot, a 
smart-looking gentlemanlike man, and announces his purpose of sail- 
ing on Monday. I have made my preparations for being on board on 
Sunday, which is the day appointed. Captain Duncan told me jocu- 
larly never to take a naval captain’s word on shore, and quoted Sir 
William Scott, who used to say, waggishly, that there was nothing so 
accommodating as a naval captain on shore ; but when on board- he be- 
came a peremptory lion. Henry Duncan has behaved very kindly, 
and says he only discharges the wishes of his service in making me 
as easy as possible, which is very handsome. No danger of 
except about politics, which would be impolite on my part, and 
though it bars out one great subject of discourse, it leaves enough 
besides. That I might have nothing doubtful, Walter arrives with 
his wife, ready to sail, so what little remains must be done without 


1 Sir John Malcolm, who was at this time 
M. p. for Launceston. His last public appear- 
anc.c was in London, at a meeting convened 
for the purpose of raising a monument of his 
friend Sir Walter, and his concluding words 
were, that when he himself “ was gone, his son 
might be proud to say that his father had been 


among the contributors to that shrine of gen- 
ius.” Sir John was struck do\ra by paralysis 
on the following day, and died in May, 1833. 

2 The celebrated Brahmin philosopher and 
theist; bom in Bengal about 
pleton Grove, near Bristol, September 2i, 1833. 
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loss of time. Tins is our last morning, so I have money to draw for 
and pay away. To see our dear Lord Montagu too. The Duchess 
came yesterday. I suppose £50 will clear me, with some balance for 
Gibraltar. 

I leave this country uncertain if it has got a total pardon or only 
a reprieve. I won’t think of it, as I can do no good. It seems to be 
in one of those crises by which Pi’ovidencc reduces nations to their 
original elements.’ If I had my health, I should take no worldly fee, 
not to be in the bustle ; but I am as weak as water, and I shall be 
glad when I have put the Mediterranean between the island and me. 

October 21 and 22. — Spent in taking of farewell and adieus, which 
had been put off till now. A melancholy ceremonial, with some a 
useless one ; yet there are friends whom it sincerely touches one to 
part with. It is the cement of life giving way in a moment. An- 
other unpleasant circumstance is — one is called upon to recollect 
those whom death or estrangement has severed, after starting merrily 
together in the voyage of life. 

October 23. — Portsmouth; arrived here in the evening. Found 
the Barham will not sail till 26th October, that is Wednesday next. 
The girls break loose, mad with the craze of seeing sights, and 
run the risk of our losing some of our things and deranging the 
naval officers, who offer their services with their natural gallantry. 
Captain Pigot came to breakfast, with several other officials. The 
girls contrived to secure a sight of the Block manufactory, together 
with that of the Biscuit, also invented by Brunei. I think that I 
have seen the first of these wonderful [sights] in 1810, or about that 
time.* Sir Thomas Foley gives an entertainment to the Admiralty, 
and sends to invite [me] ; but I pleaded health, and remained at home. 
Neither will I go out siglit-seeing, which madness seems to have 
seized my womankind. This ancient town is one of the few in Eng- 
land which is fortified, and which gives it a peculiar appearance. It 
is much surrounded with heaths or thin poor muirs- covered with 
heather, very barren, yet capable of being converted into rich aral)le 
and pasturage. I would [not] desire a better estate than to have 
2000 acres which would be worth 40 shillings an acre. 

October 24. — My womankind are gone out with Walter and Cap- 
tain Hall. I wish they would be moderate in their demands on peo- 
ple’s complaisance. They little know how inconvenient are such 
seizures. A sailor is in particular a bad refuser, and before he can 
turn three times round, he is bound with a triple knot to all kinds 


1 Sir Walter’s fears for the country wore also 
shared by some of the wisest ttien in it. The 
Duke of Wclliiif^ton, it iswx'Il known, was most 
desponding, and he anticipated greater lu)iTor 
from a convulsion here than in any other Eii- 
roncan nation. 


point out to me any one jdace in Kuropc where 
an old man could go to ami be (|uite suri^ of l)eing 
safe and dying in peac.ey” — StiudKJixi Nuka, p. 
1 

S(M> Mr. Cliiirles Cowan’s iM'iv:tt,(‘ly printed 

itt i vr'f ni't'O fur Vi 1 1 1 ( w t i / 11 1 u iif" tiiu 
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of [engagements]. The wind is west, that is to say contrary, so our 
sailing on the day after to-morrow is highly doubtful. 

October 25. — A gloomy October day, the wind inflexibly constant 
in the west, which is fatal. Sir James Graham proposes to wait upon 
us after breakfast. A trouble occurs about my taking an oath before 
a master-extraordinary in Chancery ; but such cannot easily be found, 
as they reside in chambers in town, and rusticate after business, so 
they are difficult to catch as an eel. At ten my children set off to 
the dockyard, which is a most prodigious effort of machinery, and 
they are promised the sight of an anchor in the act of being forged, 
a most Cyclopean sight. Walter is to call upon the solicitor and ap- 
point him to be with [me] by twelve. 

About the reign of Henry viii. the French took the pile, as it was 

called, of but were beat off. About the end of the American 

war, an individual named John Aitken, or John the Painter, under- 
took to set the dockyard on fire, and in some degree accomplished 
his purpose. He had no accomplice, and to support himself com- 
mitted solitary robberies. Being discovered, he long hung in chains 
near the outward fortifications. Last night a deputation of the Lit- 
erary and Philosophical Society of [Portsmouth] came to present me 
with the honorary freedom of their body, which I accepted with be- 
coming gratitude. There is little credit in gathering the name of a 
disabled invalid. Here I am, going a long and curious tour without 
ability to walk a quarter of a mile ; quere, what hope of recovery ? I 
think and think in vain, when attempting to trace the progress of this 
disease, and so gradually has my health declined, that I believe it has 
been acting upon me for ten years, gradually diminishing my strength. 
My mental faculties may perhaps recover ; my bodily strength cannot 
return unless climate has an effect on the human frame which I can- 
not possibly believe or comprehend. The safe resolution is, to try no 
foolish experiments, but make myself as easy as I can, without suffer- 
ino* myself to be vexed about what I cannot help. ^ If I sit on the 
deck and look at Vesuvius, it will be all I ought to think of. ^ 

Having mentioned John the Painter,! may add that it was in this 
town of Portsmouth that the Duke of Buckingham was^ stabbed to 
death by Felton, a fanatic of the same kind with the Incendiary, though 
perpetrator of a more manly crime. This monster-breeding age can 
kord both Feltons and John Aitkens in abundance. Every village 
supplies them, while in fact a deep feeling of the coarsest selfishness 
furnishes the ruling motive, instead of an affectation of public spirit 
—that hactneyed afiectation of patriotism, as like the reality as a 


Birmingham halfpenny to a guinea. 

The girls, I regret to see, have got a senseless custom ot tailing 
politics in all weathers and in all sorts of company This can do no 
good, and may give much offence. Silence can offend no one, and 


1 Compare Froude’s History, vol. iv. p. 424. 
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there are pleasanter or h‘ss irritatin^e; subjects to talk of. I gave them 
botli a Iiiiit of this, an<l hi<i them both reinemher tln^y were among 
ordinary strangers. H»>w little young pecgde retiect what they may 
will or lose hy a smart retha-tioii impnnleiitly tired oil at a venture! 

Mr. Barrow’ of the .\dniiralty came and told us the whole fleet, 
Barham exeepted, wi‘re ordered to the North Sea to help to bully the 
King of lloiland, and tiiat C'aptain Bigot, whose motions are of more 
importance to us than those of the whole Britisli Navy, sails, as cer- 
tainly as these things can be prophesied, on Thursday, 27tii Octo- 
Ik*!*. 

Orioher 20.— Here we still are, fixed by tlic inexorable wind. 
Yestm-tiay wt‘ asked a few old friends, Mr. and Mrs. Osborne, and 
two or thre(‘ others, to tea and talk. I engaged in a new novel, by 
.Mr. Smith,* called Xvw Barest. It is written in an old style, calculated 
to meet the popular ideas — somewhat like “ Man as lie is not”* and 
that class. Tiie authors opinions seem rather to sit loose upon him 
and to be aiiopteii for the nonce and not very well brought out. His 
idem of a hero is an .\merican jdiilosopher with all the alfected virtues 
of a Repuidican whiidi no man believes in. 

This is very tiresome— not to he able to walk abroad for an in- 
stant, but to be kept in this old house which they call “The Fount- 
ain,'' a mansion matle of wood in imitation of a ship. The timbers 
wen; well tried last night during the s<piall. The barometer has sunk 
an inrh very smblrndy, which .seems to argue a change, and probably 
a deliverance frmi p«u*t. Sir Michael Scgvmour, Mr. Harris, Captain 
Lruvrcncc canic to grret us after breakfast; also Sir James Graham. 
They Wi‘ri‘ all learned tm this change of wimther which seems to be 
generally <*xpeet(ai. I bad ,a goo<l mess <)r Tory chat with Mr. Harris. 
W'e }io{te to see his daughters in th(^ (‘Veiling, He keeps his courage 
amid the drsj)air of too many of Ids party. About one o'clock our 
Kofle, as Mungo Bark w<*rds it, set out, self excluded, to witness the 
licet sailing from tin* ram|)arts. 

(h'lafivr 27.— d’he weather is mor(‘ uiodm'ati^ and there is a (diaiice 
of our sailing. We w Idled away our tiiiu' as we (‘ould, ndievod liy sev- 
eral kind visits. Wt* realistsl the sens(‘ of hopc‘less <‘Xpeetation de- 
s«’ribi‘cl by 1'b‘lding in his Voyage* !•> Lisbon, wldeli identical tract 
(\aptaiu flail, who in Ids oagerncss to la* kind s(‘e.nis in possession of 
tin* wisidng-eap of t’ortunat us, was abb* to provide for us. To-rnor- 
rtov is spoke*!! of .as certainly a d.ay t«> move. 

Oetalnr 2S. — But tin* wind is as unfavouralilc as ever and T take 
a lioldtling morning walk upeni the rampart, wh(*re 1 am (*dified by 
a goi>d-naturf‘d edfu'cr who shows nn^ lln^ pla(‘e, mark(‘d l>y a Inioy, 
where tin* /dg/a/ I'rVo/v/e went down “with twice* four hundred rin'ii.” * 
Its liidl forms a slnt.al wdiieh is still in exist (‘iici*, ,‘i in'gb'ct se,areely 


« Mr. Sm.th, ou(* i.f Uut uuthon; of ’■* An publh-lK'd .some years 

Ri'jcxU'd Addnsits. earlier in I vols l‘.:mo. 

8 Cowper‘8 Monody. 
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rcconcUablo with the splendour of our proceedings where our navy 
IS concerned. Saw a battle on the rampart between two sailor boys 
who fought like game-cocks. Returned to “ The Fountain,” to a vo- 
luminous breakfast. _ Captain Pigot calls, with little hope of sailinu' 
to-d^. I made my ciyil affidavit yesterday to a master-extraordinary 
in Chancery, which I gave to Sophia last night. 

October 29 (The Barhani), — The weather is changed and I think 
r? Captain Forbes comes with ofier of the Admiral Sir 

Michael Seyinour’s barge, but we must pause on our answer. I have 
Lad a very disturbed night. Captain Pigot’s summons is at leno-th 
brought by his own announcement, and the same time the AdmiraPs 
barge attends for our accommodation and puts us and our bao-o-age 
on board the Barham^ a beautiful ship, a 74 cut down to a 50, and 
well deserving all the commendations bestowed on her. The weather 
a calm which is almost equal to a favourable wind, so we glide beau- 
tifully along by the Isle of Wight and the outside of the island. We 
landsfolk feel these queerish sensations, when, without being in the 
least sick, we are not quite well. We dine enormously and take our 
cot at nine o’clock, when we sleep undisturbed till seven. 

October 30. — Find the Bill of Portland in sight, having run about 
forty miles during the night. About the middle of the day turn sea- 
sick and retire to my berth for the rest of the evening. 

October 31. — -A sleepless night and a bilious morning, yet not so 
very uncomfortable as the phrase may imply. The bolts clashed, and 
made me dream of poor Bran. The wind being nearly completely 
contrary, we have by ten o’clock gained Plymouth and of course whl 
stand westward for Cape Finisterre ; terrible tossing and much sea- 
sickness, beating our passage against the turn, I may as well say we 
had a parting visit from Lady Graham, who came off in a steamer, 
saluted us in the distance and gave us by signal her “bon voyage.” 


On Sunday we had prayers and Service from Mr. Marshall, our Chap- 
lain, a Trinity College youth, who made a very respectable figure. 


NO VEMBER 


Novemher 1. — The night was less dismal than yesterday, and we 
liold our course, though with an unfavourable wind, and make, it is 
said, about forty miles pr6gress. After all, this sort of navigation 
rcconiinends the steamer, which forces its way whether the breeze 
will or no. 

November 2. — Wind as cross as two sticks, with nasty squalls of 
wind and rain. We keep dodging about the Lizard and Land’s End 
without ever getting out of sight of these interesting terminations of 
Old England. Keep the deck the whole day though bitter cold. 
Betake myself to my berth at nine, though it is liker to my coffin. 

November 3. — Sea-sickness has pretty much left us, but the nights 
arc far from voluptuous, as Lord Stowcll says. After breakfast I es- 
tablished myself in the after-cabin to read and write as well as I can, 
whereof this is a bad specimen. 

Novemher 4. — The current unfavourable, and the ship pitching a 
great deal ; yet the vessel on the whole keeps her course, and wc get 
on our way with hope of reaching Cape Finisterre when it shall please 
God. 

November 5. — Wc still creep on this petty pace from day to day 
without being able to make way, but also without losing any. Mean- 
while, Frdhlichl wc become freed from the nausea and disgust of the 
sea-sickness and are cliirruping merrily. Spend the daylight chiefly 
on deck, where the sailors are trained in exercising the great guns on 
a new sort of carriage called, from the inventor, Marshall’s, which 
seems ingtuiious. 

November G. — No progress to-day ; the ship begins to lay her 
course l)ut makes no great way. Appetite of the passengers excel- 
lent, which wc amuse at the expense of tiic sea stock. Cold beef and 
biscuit. I feel myself very helpless on hoard, but everybody is ready 
to assist me. 

November 1. — The wind still holds fair, though far from blowing 
steadily, but by flts and varial)ly. No object to look at — 

“ One wiile water all around us, 

All above us one ‘grey’ sky.” ^ 

There are neither birds in the air, fish in the sea, nor objects on face 


» See Sailor’s Song, Cease, rude Zforcajr, etc. , ante, p. WD: “The Storm.” 



Nov. 1831.] 


JOURNAL 


559 


of the waters. It is odd that though once so great a smoker I now 
never think on a cigar ; so much the better. 

November 8.— As we begin to get southward we feel a milder and 
more pleasing temperature, and the wind becomes decidedly favour- 
able when we have nearly traversed the famous Bay of Biscay. We 
now get into a sort of trade wind blowing from the East. 

N ovemher 9. dhis morning run seventy miles from twelve at 
night. This is something like going. Till now, bating the rolling 
and pitching, we lay 

“ as idle as a painted ship 
Upon a painted ocean.” 

November 10.— Wind changes and is both mild and favourable. 
We pass Cape Ortegal, see a wild cluster of skerries or naked rocks 
called Berlingas rising out of the sea like M‘Leod’s Maidens off the 
Isle of Skye. 

November 11. — Wind still more moderate and fair, yet it is about 
eleven knots an hour. We pass Oporto and Lisbon in the night. 
See the coast of .Portugal : a bare wild country, with here and there 
a church or convent. If it keeps fair this evening we [make] Gibral- 
tar, which would he very desirable. Our sailors have been exercised 
at a species of sword exercise, which recalls many recollections. 

November 12. — The favourable wind gets back to its quarters in 
the south-west, and becomes what the Italians call the Sirocco, abom- 
inated for its debilitating qualities. I cannot say I feel them, but I 
dreamt dreary dreams all night, which are probably to be imputed to 
the Sirocco. After all, it is not an uncomfortable wind to a Caledo- 
nian wild and stern. Ink won’t serve. 

November 13. — The wind continues unaccommodating all night, 
and we see nothing, although we promised ourselves to have seen 
Gibraltar, or at least Tangiers, this morning, but we are disappointed 
of both, Tangiers reminded me of my old Antiquarian friend Au- 
riol Hay Drummond, who is Consul there.’ Certainly if a human 
voice could have made its hail heard through a league or two of con- 
tending wind and wave, it must have been Auriol Drummond’s. I re- 
member him at a dinner given by some of his friends when he left 
Edinburgh, where he discharged a noble part “ self pulhng like Cap- 
tain Crowe ‘ for dear life, for dear life ’ against the whole boat’s 
crew,” speaking, that is, against 30 members of a drunken company 
and maintaining the predominance. Mons Meg was at that time his 
idol. He had a sort of avarice of proper names, and, besides half a* 
dozen which were his legitimately, he had a claim to be called Gorvadh^ 
which uncouth appellation he claimed on no very good authority to 
be the ancient name of the Hays— a tale. I loved him dearly ; he 


1 See ante, p. 166, note. 
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had high spirits, a zealous faith, good-humour, and enthusiasm, and it 
grieves me that I must pass within ten miles of him and leave him 
unsaluted ; for mercy-a-ged what a yell of gratitude would there be ! 
I would put up with a good rough gale which would force us into 
Tangiers and keep us there for a week, but the wind is only in gen- 
tle opposition, like a well-drilled spouse. Gibraltar we shall see this 
evening, Tangiers becomes out of the question. Captain says we will 
lie by during the night, sooner than darkness shall devour such an ob- 
ject of curiosity, so we must look sharp for the old rock. 

November 14. — The horizon is this morning full of remembrances. 
Cape St. Vincent, Cape Spartel, Tarifa, Trafalgar — all spirit-stirring 
sounds, are within our ken, and recognised with enthusiasm both by 
the old sailors whose memory can reinvest them with their terrors, 
and by the naval neophytes who hope to emulate the deeds of their 
fathers. Even a non-combatant like myself feels his heart beat fast- 
er and fuller, though it is only with the feeling of the unworthy boast 
of the substance in the fable, nos poma natamus. 

I begin to ask myself, Do I feel any symptoms of getting better 
from the climate? — which is delicious, — and I cannot reply with the 
least consciousness of certainty; I cannot in reason expect it should 
be otherwise : the failure of my limbs has been gradual, and it cannot 
be expected that an infirmity which at least a year’s bad weather 
gradually brought on should diminish before a few mild and serene 
days, but I think there is some change to the better ; I certainly 
write easier and ray spirits arc better. The olliccrs compliincnt me on 
this, and I think justly. The difficulty will be to abstain from work- 
ing hard, but we will try. I wrote to Mr. Cadell to-day, and will 
send my letter ashore to be put into Gibraltar with the officer who 
leaves us at that garrison. In the evening we saw the celebrated for- 
tress, which we had heard of all our lives, and which there is no pos- 
sibility of describing well in words, though the idea 1 had formed of 
it from prints, panoramas, and so forth, proved not very inaccurate. 
Gibraltar, then, is a peninsula having a tremendous precipice on the 
Spanish side — that is, upon the north, where it is united to tlui main- 
land by a low slip of land called the neutral ground. Tlic fortifica- 
tions which rise on the rock arc innumerable, and support each other 
in a manner accounted a model of modern art; the northern face of 
the rock itself is licwn into tremendous subterranean batteries called 
the hall of Saint George, and so forth, mounted with guns of a large 
calibre. But I have heard it would be difficult to use them, from the 
efiect of the report on the artillerymen. The west side of the fortress 
is not so precipitous as the north, and it is on this it has ])eeri usually 
assailed. It bristles witli guns and ])atterics, and has al its nortlKum 
extremity the town of Gibraltar, which seems from the sea a thriving 
place, and from tlience declines gradually to (h'i{)c Europa, where 
there is a great number of remains of old caverns and towers, formerly 
the habitation or refuge of the Moors. At a distance, and curving 
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into a bay, lie Algeciras, and the little Spanish town of Saint Roque, 
where the Spanish lines were planted during the siege.' From Europa 
Point the eastern frontier of Gibraltar runs pretty close to the scva, 
and arises in a perpendicular face, and it is called the back of the 
rock. No thought could be entertained of attacking it, although 
every means were used to make the assault as general as possible. 
The efforts sustained by such extraordinary means as the floating 
batteries were entirely directed against the defences on the west side, 
which, if they could have been continued for a few days with the 
same fury with which they commenced, must have worn out the force 
of the garrison. The assault had continued for several hours without 
success on either side, when a private man of the artillery, his eye on 
the floating batteries, suddenly called with ecstasy, “ She burns, by 
G — ! and first that vessel and then others were visibly discovered 
to be on fire, and the besiegers’ game was decidedly up. 

We stood into the Bay of Gibraltar and approached the harbour 
firing a gun and hoisting a signal for a boat : one accordingly came 
off — a man-of-war’s boat — but refused to have any communication 
with us on account of the quarantine, so we can send no letters 

ashore, and after some pourparlers, Mr. L , instead of joining his 

regiment, must remain on board. We learned an unpleasant piece of 
news. There has been a tumult at Bristol and some rioters shot, it is 
said fifty or sixty. I would flatter myself that this is rather good 
news, since it seems to be no part of a formed insurrection, but an 
accidental scuffle in which the mob have had the worst, and which, 
like Tranent,‘Manchester, and Bonnymoor, have always had the effect 
of quieting the people and alarming men of property.^ The Whigs 
will find it impossible to permit men to be plundered by a few black- 
guards called by them the people, and education and property prob- 
ably will recover an ascendency which they have only lost by faint- 
heartedness. 

We backed out of the Bay by means of a current to the eastward, 
which always runs thence, admiring in our retreat the lighting up the 
windows in the town and the various barracks or country seats visible 
on the rock. Far as we are from home, the general lighting up of 
the windows in the evening reminds us we are still in merry old Eng- 
land, where in reverse of its ancient law of the curfew, almost every 
individual, however humble his station, takes as of right a part of the 
evening for enlarging the scope of his industry or of his little pleas- 
ures. He trims his" lamp to finish at leisure some part of his task, 


1 Lasting from 21st June, 1779, to Gtli Febru- 
ary, 17811 

2 Compare the reflection of the Chevalier 
(I’Arcou the contriver of the floating batter- 
ies Tie remained on board the Talla Piedra 
till past midnight, and wrote to the French 
Ambassador in the first hours of his anguish: 
“I have burnt the Temple of EphoKUP; every- 
thing is gone, and thruugh my fault! \\hat 


comforts me under my calamity is that the 
honour of the two kings remains untarnished.’- 
Mahon’s History of England, vol. vii. p. 200. 

3 Nothing like these Bristol riots had oc- 
curred since those in Birmingham in_1701.— 
Martincau’s History of the Peace^ p. 353. The 
Tranent (East Lothian) and Bonnymoor (Stir- 
lingshirei conflicts took place in 1797 and 1820*, 
the Manchester riot in 1320. 
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wliicli seems in such circumstances almost voluntary, while his wife 
prepares the little meal which is to he its legitimate reward. But this 
happy privilege of English freemen has ceased. One happiness it is, 
they will soon learn their error. 

November 15. — I had so much to say about Gibraltar that I omit- 
ted all mention of the Strait, and more distant shores of Spain and 
Barbary, which form the extreme of our present horizon ; they arc 
highly interesting. A chain of distant mountains sweep round Gib- 
raltar, bold peaked, well defined, and deeply indented ; the most dis- 
tinguishable points occasionally garnished with an old watch-tower to 
afford protection against a corsair. The mountains seemed like those 
of the first formation, liker, in other words, to the Highlands than 
those of the South of Scotland. The chains of hills in Barbary are 
of the same character, but more lofty and much more distant, being, 
I conceive, a part of the celebrated ridge of Atlas. 

Gibraltar is one of the pillars of Hercules, Ceuta, on the Moorish 
side is well known to be the other ; to the westward of a small for- 
tress garrisoned by the Spaniards is the Hill of Apes, the correspond- 
ing pillar to Gibraltar. There is an extravagant tradition that there 
was once a passage under the sea from the one fortress to the otlier, 
and that an adventurous governoi', who puzzled his way to Ceuta and 
back again, left his gold watch as a prize to him who had the courage 
to go to seek it. 

We are soon carried by the joint influence of breeze and current 
to the African side of the straits, and coast nearly along a wild sliorc 
formed of mountains, like those of Spain, of varied form and outline. 
No churches, no villages, no marks of human liand arc seen. The 
chain of hills show a mockery of cultivation, but it is only wild heath 
intermingled with patches of barren sand. I look in vain for cattle 
or flocks of sheep, and Anne as vainly entertains hopes of seeing 
lions and tigers on a walk to the sea-sliore. The land of this wibl 
country seems to have hardly a name. The Ca])c which we are 
doubling has one, however — the Cape of the Three l\)ints. That we 
might not be totally disappointed we saw one or two men engaged 
apparently in plougliing, distinguished by their turbans and the long 
pikes which they carried. Dr, Liddell says that on former occasions 
he has seen flocks and shepherds, but the war wdth France has prob- 
ably laid the country waste. 

November 16. — When I waked about seven found that we had the 
town of Oran twelve or fourteen miles off astern. It is a large jdace 
on the sea-beach, near the bottom of a l)ay, built close and ])ackcd 
together as Moorish [towns], from Fez to Timbuctoo, usually arc. A 
considerable hill runs behind the town, whicli seems e.aj)able of hold- 
ing 10,000 inhabitants. The hill up to its eastiuai summit is scaaired 
by three distinct lines of fortification, made probably by Ibe Spanish 
when Oran was in their possession; latterly it belonge(l to the Sta1(^ 
of Algiers ; but whether it has yielded to the French or not we ha\'e 
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no means of knowing. A French schooner of eighteen guns seems 
to blockade the harbour. We show our colours, and she displays 
hers, and then resumes her cruise, looking as if she resumed her 
blockade. This would infer that the place is not yet in French 
hands. However, we have in any event no businek with Oran, 
whether African or French. Bristol is a more important subject of 
consideration, but I cannot learn there are papers on board. One or 
two other towns we saw on this dreary coast, otherwise nothing but 
a hilly coast covered with shingle and gum cistus. 

Novemher 17. — In the morning we are off Algiers, of which Cap- 
tain Pigot’s complaisance afforded a very satisfactory sight. It is 
built on a sloping hill, running down to the sea, and on the water 
side is extremely strong ; a very strong mole or causeway enlarges the 
harbour, by enabling them to include a little rocky island, and mount 
immense batteries, with guns of great number and size. It is a won- 
der, in the opinion of all judges, that Lord Exmouth’s fleet was not 
altogether cut to pieces. The place is of little strength to the land ; 
a high turreted 'wall of the old fashion is its best defence. When 
Charles v. attacked Algiers, he landed in the bay to the east of the 
town, and marched behind it. He afterwards reached what is still 
called the Emperor’s fort, a building more highly situated than any 
part of the town, and commanding the wall which surrounds it. The 
Moors did not destroy this. When Bourmont landed with the French, 
unlike Charles v., that general disembarked to the westward of Al- 
giers, and at the mouth of a small river ; he then marched into the 
interior, and, fetching a circuit, presented himself on the northern 
side of the town. Here the Moors had laid a simple stratagem^ for 
the destruction of the invading army. The natives had conceived 
they would rush at once to the fort of the Emperor, which they 
therefore mined, and expected to destroy a number of the enemy by 
its explosion. This obvious device of war was easily avoided, and 
General Bourmont, in possession of the heights, from which Algiers 
is commanded, had no difficulty in making himself master of the 
place. The French are said now to hold their conquests with diffi- 
culty, owing to a general commotion among the Moorish chiefs, of 
whom the Bey was the nominal sovereign. To make war on these 
wild tribes would be to incur the disaster of the Emperor Julian ] to 
neglect their aggressions is scarcely possible. ^ * i? • 

Alo-icrs has at first an air of diminutiveness inferior to its fame in 
ancient and modern times. . It rises up from the shore like a wedge, 
composed of a large mass of close-packed white houses, piled as thicJi 
on each other as they can stand ; white-terraced roofs, and wuthout 
windows, so the number of its inhabitants must be immense, in com- 
parison to the ground the buildings occupy— not less, perhaps, than 
30 000 men. Even from the distance we view it, the place has a sin- 
o-uiar Oriental look, very dear to the imagination. The country around 
Algiers is [of] the same hilly description with the ground on winch 
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tlie town is situated — a bold billy tract. The shores of the bay are 
studded with villas, and exhibit enclosures : some used for agricult- 
ure, some for gardens, one for a mosque, with a cemetery around it. 
It is said they are extremely fertile ; the first example we have seen 
of the exuberance of the African soil. The villas, we are told, belong 
to the Consular Establishment. We saw our own, who, if at home, 
put no remembrance upon us. Like the Cambridge Professor and 
the elephant, “ We were a paltry beast,” and he would not see us, 
though we drew within cannon [shot], and our fifty 36 -pounders 
might have attracted some .attention. The Moors showed their old 
cruelty on a late occasion. The crews of two foreign vessels having 
fallen into their hands by shipwreck, they murdered two-thirds of 
them in cold blood. There are reports of a large body of French 
cavalry having shown itself without the town. It is also reported by 
Lieutenant Walker,^ that the Consul hoisted, comme de raison^ a Brit- 
ish flag at his country house, so our vanity is safe. 

We leave Algiers and run along the same kind of heathy, cliffy, 
barren reach of hills, terminating in high lines of serrated ridges, and 
scarce showing an atom of cultivation, but where the mouth of a riv- 
er or a sheltering bay has encouraged the Moors to some species of 
fortification. 

November 18.-==^Still we are gliding along the coast of Africa, with 
a steady and unruffled gale ; the weather delicious. Talk of an isl- 
and of wild goats, by name G-olita ; this species of dcer-pai*k is free 
to every one for shooting upon — belongs probably to the Algerines 
or Tunisians, whom circumstances do not permit to be very scrupu- 
lous in asserting their right of dominion ; but Dr. Liddell has him- 
self been present at a grand chasse of the goats, so the thing is true. 

Tlie wild sinuosities of the land make us each moment look to 
sec a body of Arabian cavalry wheel at full gallop out of one of these 
valleys, scour along the beach, and disappear up some other recess of 
the hills. In fact we see a few herds, but a red cow is the most for- 
midable monster we have seen. 

A general day of exercise on board, as well great guns as small 
arms. It was very entertaining to sec the men take to their (juai*ters 
with the unanimity of an individual. The juarines sliot a target to 
pieces, the boarders scoured away to. take their position on the yards 
with cutlass and pistol. The exhibition continued two hours, and was 
loud enough to have alarmed the shores, where the Algerines might, 
if they had thought fit, have imputed the firing to an o])portiin(5 
quarrel between tlie French and British, and have shoutiul “ Allah 
Kerim” — God is merciful! This was the Dey’s rimiark wlnm he. 
heard that Charles x. was dethroned by the Parisians. 

We are near an African Cape (jailed Ihigiaroni, winjre, in the last 
war, the Toulon fleet used to trade for c,attle. 


1 Afterwards Admiral Sir Baldwin Walker, so loiij? in eoinniaiul of the Turkish Navy. 
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November 19. — Wind favourable during nigbt, dies away in the 
morning, and blows in flurries rather contrary. The steamboat pack- 
et, which left Portsmouth at the same time with us, passes us about 
seven o’clock, and will reach a day or two before us. We are now o2 
the coast of Tunis : not so high and rocky as that of Algiers, and ap- 
parently much more richly cultivated. A space of considerable length 
along shore, between a conical hill called Mount Baluty and Cape 
Bon, which we passed last night, is occupied by the French as a coral 
fishery. They drop heavy shot by lines on the coral rocks and break 
ofl fragments which they fish up with nets. The Algerines, seizing 
about 200 Neapolitans thus employed gave rise to the bombardment 
of their town by Lord Exmouth. All this coast is picturesquely cov- 
ered with enclosures and buildings and is now clothed with squally 
weather. One hill has a smoky umbrella displayed over its peak, 
which is very like a volcano — many islets and rocks bearing the Ital- 
ian names of sisters, brothers, dogs, and suchlike epithets. The view 
is very striking, with varying rays of light and of shade mingling and 
changing as the wind rises and falls. About one o’clock we pass the 
situation of ancient Carthage, but saw no ruins, though such are said 

to exist. A good deal of talk about two ancient lakes called ; I 

knew the name, but little more. We passed in the evening two 
rocky islands, or skerries, rising straight out of the water, called Gli 
Fratelli or The Brothers. 

November 20. — A fair wind all night, running at the merry rate 
of nine knots an hour. In the morning we are in sight of the highest 
island, Pantellaria, which the Sicilians use as a state prison, a species 
of Botany Bay. We are about thirty miles from the burning island--- 
I mean Graham’s — ^but neither that nor Etna make their terrors visi- 
ble. At noon Graham’s Island appears, greatly diminished since last 
accounts. We got out the boats and surveyed this new production 
of the earth with great interest. Think I have got enough to niake 
a letter to our Royal Society and Jriends at Edinburgh.’ Lat. S'!® 
10' 31" N., long. 12° 40' 15" E., lying north and south by compass, 
by Mr. Bokely, the Captain’s clerk[’s measurements]. Returned on 
board at dinner-time. 

November 21 .— Indifferent night. In the morning we are running 
off Gozo, a subordinate island to Malta, intersected witb inniimerable 
enclosures of dry-stone dykes similar to those used in Selkirkshire, 
and this likeness is increased by the appearance of sundry square 
towers of ancient days. In former times this was believed to be 
Calypso’s island, and the cave of the enchantress is still shown. \\ e 
saw the entrance from the deck, as rude a cavern as ever opened out 
of a granite rock. The place of St. Paul’s shipwreck is also shown, 
no doubt on similarly respectable authority. . 

At last we opened Malta, an island, or rather a city, like no otlier 


See long letter to Mr. Skene in Lift^ vol. x. pp. 126-130. 
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in the world. The seaport, formerly the famous Valetta, comes 
down to the sea-shore. On the one side lay the [Knights], on the 
other side lay the Turks, who finally got entire possession of it, while 
the other branch remained in the power of the Christians. Mutual 
cruelties were exercised ; the Turks, seizing on the survivors of the 
knights who had so long defended St. Elmo, cut the Maltese cross 
on the bodies of the slain, and, tying them to planks, let them 
drift with the receding tide into the other branch of the harbour 
still defended by the Christians. The Grand - Master, in resent- 
ment of this cruelty, caused his Turkish prisoners to be decap- 
itated and their heads thrown from mortars into the camp of the 
infidels.^ 

Novemher 22. — To-day we entered Malta harbour, to quarantine, 
which is here very strict. We are condemned by the Board of Quar- 
antine to ten day’s imprisonment or sequestration, and go in the Bar- 
ham's boat to our place of confinement, built by a Grand-Master 
named ManueP for a palace for himself and his retinue. It is spa- 
cious and splendid, but not comfortable ; the rooms connected one 
with another by an arcade, into which they all open, and which forms 
a delightful walk. If I was to live here a sufficient time I think I 
could fit the apartments up so as to be handsome, and even imposing, 
but at present they are only kept as barracks for the infirmary or 
lazaretto. A great number of friends come to sec me, who are not 
allowed to approach nearer than a yard. This, as the whole affair is 
a farce, is ridiculous enough. We are guarded by the officers of 
health in a peculiar sort of livery or uniform with yellow neck, who 
stroll up and down with every man that stirs — and so mend the 
matter.^ My friends Captain and Mrs. Dawson, the daughter and 
son-in-law of the late Lord Kiiinedder, occupying as military quarters 
one end of the Manuel palace, have chosen to remain, though thereby 
subjected to quarantine, and so become our fellows in captivity. Our 
good friend Captain Pigot, hearing some exaggerated report of our 
being uncomfortably situated, came himself in his barge with the pur- 
pose of reclaiming his passengers rather than we should be subjected 
to the least inconvenience. Wc returned our cordial thanks, but felt 
we had already troubled him sufficiently, ^^^c dine with Captain and 
Mrs. Dawson, sleep in our new quarters, and, notwithstanding mos- 
quito curtains and iron bedsteads, arc sorely annoyed by vermin, the 
only real hardship wc have to complain of since the tossing on the 
Bay of Biscay, and which nothing could save us from. 

Les Maltois ne se raariaient jamais dans le mois dc mai. I Is 

^ In the memorable siego of 15G5. hour. One of oiir s(*anien was brnslied from 

* Manuel dc Vilhena, Grand -Master 1722- the main yard, foil into the sea and began to 
1736. swim for his lih'. The Maltese', boats boro otf 

3 An example of the rigour with wlii(*h tho to avoid giving him assistance, but an Knglish 
Quarantine laws were enforced is given by Sir boat, le.ss knowing, i)ic.ked np the poor fellow, 
Walter on tho 24th: — “ We had an instance of and were iminediatc'ly assigned to th(^ eornfortK 
the strictness of those regulations from an ac- of the Quarantine, that being the Maltese cua- 
cident which befell us as wo entered the bar- tom uf rewarding humanity. ’’—Letter to j, (;. n. 
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espererent si mal des ouvrages de tout genere commence durant son 
cours qii’ils ne se faisaient pas couper d’habits pendant ce mois. 

The same superstition still prevails in Scotland. 

Novemher 23.— This is a splendid town. The sea penetrates it in 
several places with creeks formed into harbours, surrounded by build- 
ings, and these again covered with fortifications. The streets are of 
very unequal height, and as there has been no attempt at lowerino- 
them, the greatest variety takes place between them ; and the singu- 
larity of the various buildings, leaning on each other in such a bold, 
picturesque, and uncommon manner, suggests to me ideas for finish- 
ing Abbotsford by a screen on the west side of the old barn and with 
a fanciful wall decorated with towers, to enclose the bleaching green 
— watch-towers such as these, of which I can get drawings while I am 
here. Employed the forenoon in writing to Lockhart. I am a little 
at a loss what account to give of myself. Better I am decidely in 
spirit, but rather hampered by my companions, who are neither 
desirous to follow my amusements, nor anxious that I should adopt 
theirs. I am getting on with this Siege of Malta very well. I think if 
I continue, it will be ready in a very short time, and I will get the 
opinion of others, and if my charm hold I will be able to get home 
through Italy — and take up my own trade again. 

November 24. — We took the quarantine boat and visited the outer 
harbour or great port, in which the ships repose when free from their 
captivity. The British ships of war are there, — a formidable spec- 
tacle, as they all carry guns of great weight. If they go up the Le- 
vant as reported, they are a formidable weight in the bucket. I was 
sensible while looking at them of the truth of Cooper’s description of 
the beauty of their build, their tapering rigging and masts, and how 
magnificent it looks as 


“ Hulking and vast the gallant warship rides!” 


We had some pride in looking at the Barham^ once^ in a particular 
manner our own abode. Captain Pigot and some of his officers dined 
with us at our house of captivity. By a special grace our abode here 
is to be shortened one day, so we leave on Monday first, which is an 
indulo'ence. To-day we again visit Dragut’s Point. The gnardians 
who attend to take care that we quarantiners do not kill the people 
whom we meet, tell some stories of this famous corsair, hut I scarce 
can follow their Arabic. I must learn it, though, for the death of 
Dragut' would be a fine subject for a poem, but in the meantime 1 

willVoceed with my Knights. a 

[November 25 - 30 .]“— By permission of the quarantine hoard we 
were set at liberty, and lost no time in quitting the dreary fort of Bon 


1 Hiffli Admiral ot the Turkish fleet before 
Malta, and slain there in 1565. See Dragut the 
Corsair, in Lockhart’s Spanish Ballads. 


2 The dates are not to he absolutely depend- 
ed npon during the Malta visit, as they appear 
to have been added subsequently by fcir Walter. 
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Manuel, with all its mosquitoes and its thousands of lizards which 
[stand] shaking their heads at you like their brotlicr in the new Ara- 
bian tale of Daft Jock. My son and daughter are already much tired 
of the imprisonment. I myself cared less about it, but it is iinj>leasant 
to be thought so very unclean and capable of poisoning a whole city. 
We took our guardians’ boat and again made a round of the harbour ; 
were met by Mrs. Eathurst’s^ carriage, and carried to my very exceh 
lent apartment at Beverley’s Hotel. In passing I saw something of 
the city, and very comical it was ; but more of that hereafter. At or 
about four o’clock we went to our old habitation the Barham^ having 
promised again to dine in the Ward room, where we had a most 
handsome dinner, and were dismissed at half-past six, after having 
the pleasure to receive and give a couple hours of satisfaction. I 
took the boat from the chair, and was a little afraid of tlic activity 
of my assistants, but it all went off capitally ; went to Beverley’s and 
bed in quiet. 

At two o’clock Mrs. Col. Bathurst transported me to see the Met- 
ropolitan Church of St. John, by far the most magnihcerit place I 
ever saw in my life ; its huge and ample vaults are of the Gothic or- 
der. The floor is of marble, each stone containing the inscription of 
some ancient knight adorned with a patent of mortality and an in- 
scription recording his name and family. For instance, one knight I 
believe had died in the infidels’ prison ; to mark his fate, one stone 
amid the many-coloured pavement represents a door composed of 
grates (iron grates I mean), displaying behind them an interior whicli 
a skeleton is in vain attempting to escape from by bursting tlie bars. 
If you conceive he has pined in his fetters there for centuries till 
dried in the ghastly image of death himself, it is a fearful imagina- 
tion. The roof which bends over this scene of death is s[)l(m{lidly 
adorned with carving and gilding, wdiilc the varied colours and t inct- 
ures both above and beneath, free from the tinselly etfect whi(di 
might have been apprehended, [acquire a] solemnity in the dim re- 
ligious light, which they probably owe to the lapse of time. r>(‘sides 
the main aisle, which occupies the centre, there is added a chapter- 
house in which the knights were wont to hohl their meetings. At 
the upper end of this chapter-house is the tine Martyrdom of St.John 
the Baptist, by Caravaggio, though this has been disputed. On the 
left hand of the body of the church lie a series of sul)ordinat(i aisles 
or chapels, built by the devotion of the different languages,'-' and 
where some of the worthies inhabit the vaults beneath. The other 
side of the church is occupied in the same manner; onci chaj)el in 
which the Communion was imparted is splendidly adoriu^l by a row 
of silver pillars, which divided the worshi{)])ers from the priest. Im- 

1 Wife of fho Lieut. -Governor, Colonel Scy- of .Ternsahun consistf'd of ('ij’ht, “ Lodf'os” or 

mour Bathurst. “ viz. : France, Anvcrj^in*, I’rov- 

onco, Spain, l’()rtu(:(al, (iennuny, uiul Aiiglo- 

2 In 1790 the Order of the Knights of St. John Bavaria lioare’s 2’owr, vol. i. p. ‘iB. 
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mense ricLes had been taken from this chapel of the Holy Sacrament 
by the French ; a golden lamp of great size, and ornaments to the 
value of 50,000 crowns are mentioned in particular; the rich railing 
had not escaped the soldiers’ rapacity had it not been painted to r^ • 
semble wood. I must visit this magnificent church another time. 
To-day I have done it at the imminent risk of a bad fall. We drove 
out to see a Maltese village, highly ornamented in the usual taste. 
Mrs. Bathurst was so good as to take me in her carriage. We dined 
with Colonel Bathurst. 

November 26. — I visited my old and much respected friend, Mr. 
John Hookham Frere,’ and was much gratified to see him the same 
man I had always known him, — perhaps a little indolent ; but that ’s 
not much. A good Tory as ever, when the love of many is waxed 
cold.. At night a grand ball in honour of your humble servant — 
about four hundred gentlemen and ladies. The former mostly Brit- 
ish officers of army, navy, and civil service. Of the ladies, the isl- 
and furnished a fair proportion — I mean viewed in either way. I 
was introduced to a mad Italian improvisatore, who was with difficul- 
ty prevented from reciting a poem in praise of the King, and impos- 
ing a crown upon my head, nolens volens. Some of the officers, easily 
conceiving how disagreeable this must have been to a quiet man, got 
me out of the scrape, and I got home about midnight ; but remain 
unpoetised and unspeeched. 

November 28. — I have made some minutes, some observations, 
and could do something at my Siege ; but I do not find my health 
gaining ground. I visited Frere at Sant’ Antonio ; a beautiful place 
with a splendid garden, which Mr. Frere will never tire of, unless some 
of his family come to carry him home by force. 

November 29. — Lady Hotham was kind enough to take me a drive, 
and we dined with them — a very pleasant party. I picked up some 
anecdotes of the latter siege. 

Make another pilgrimage, escorted by Captain Pigot and several 
of his officers. We took a more accurate view of this splendid struct- 
ure [Church of St. John]. I went down into the vaults and made a 
visiting acquaintance with La Valette,^ whom, greatly to my joy, I 
found most- splendidly provided with a superb sepulchre of bronze, 
on which he reclines in the full armour of a Knight of Chivalrie. 


1 John Hookham Frere, the disciple of Pitt, 
and bosom friend of Canning, made Malta his 
homo from 1820 till 1840 ; he died thereon Jan- 
uary 7th. He was in deep allliction at the time 
of Scott’s arrival, having lost his wife a few 
months before, but he welcomed his old friend 
with a melancholy pleasure. 


For Scott’s high opinion of Frere, as far back 
as 1804, see Life, vol. ii. p. 207 and note. 

2 Grandmaster of the Knights of St. John of 
Jerusalem, and defender of Malta against Soly- 
man in 1565. 



DECEMBER 


December 1. — There are two good libraries, on a different plan 
and for different purposes — a modern subscription library that lends 
its own books, and an ancient foreign library which belonged to the 
Knights, but does not lend books. Its value is considerable, but the 
funds unfortunately are shamefully small ; 1 may do this last some 
good. I have got in a present from Frere the prints of the Siege of 
Malta, very difficult to understand, and on loan from Mr. Murray, 
Agent of the Navy Office, the original of Boiardo, to l)e returned 
througli Mr. Murray, Albemarle Street. Mr. Murray is very good- 
natured about it. 

December 2. — My chief occupation has been driving with Frere. 
Dr. Liddell declines a handsome fee. I will want to send some 
oranges to the children. I am to go with Col. Bathurst to-day as 
far as to wait on the bishop. My old friend Sir John Stoddart’s 
daughter is to be married to a Captain Atkinson. Rode with Frere. 
Much recitation. 

December 6. — Captain Bigot inclines to take me on with hiin to 
Naples, after which he goes to Tunis on Government service. This 
is an offer not to be despised, though at the ex|)t‘nse of protracting 
the news from Scotland, which I engage to provide for in case of the 
worst, by offering Mr. Cadell a new romance, to be calkal The Siege of 
Malta, which if times bo as they were when 1 earner off, should be 
thankful[ly received] at a round sum, paying back not only what is 
overdrawn, but supplying finances during the winter. 

December 10, — I ought to say that before leaving Malta 

I went to wait on the Archbishop : a fine old gentleman, very hand- 
some, and one of the priests who commanded tlie Maltese in their in- 
surrection against the French. I took the freedom t(^ hint that as he 
had possessed a journal of this blockade, it w'as init due to his 
country and himself to give it to the public, and offered my assist- 
ance. He listened to my suggestion, and seemed pleased with the 
proposal, which I repeated more than once, and apparently w’itli suc- 
cess. Next day the Bishop returned my visit in full state, atteiuhal 
by his clergy, and superbly dressed in costunu', the pea.rfs being very 
fine. (The name of this fine old dignitary of the Romish Church is 
Don Francis Caruana, Bishop of Malta.) 

The last night w^c wmre at Malta ’vve experienced a rude shock 
of an earthquake, which alarmed mo, though I did not know "what it 
was. It was said to foretell that the ocean, which had given birth 
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to Graham’s Island, had, like Pelops, devoured its o-wn offspring, 
and we are told it is not now visible, and will be, perhaps, hid from 
those who risk the main ; but as we did not come near its latitude 
we cannot say from our own knowledge that the news is true. I 
found my old friend Frere as fond as ever of old ballads. He took 
me out almost every day, and favoured me with recitations of the Cid 
and the continuation of Whistlecraft. He also acquainted me that 
he had made up to Mr. Coleridge the pension of £200 from the 
Board of Literature^ out of his own fortune. 


December 13, [iVapZes]. — We left Malta on this day, and after a 
most picturesque voyage between the coast of Sicily and Malta ar- 
rived here on the I'Zth, where we were detained for quarantine, whence 
we were not dismissed till the day before Christmas. I saw Charles, 
to my great joy, and agreed to dine with his master. Right Hon. Mr. 
Hill,* resolving it should be my first and last engagement at Naples. 
Next morning much struck with the beauty of the Bay of Naples. 
It is insisted that my arrival has been a signal for the greatest erup- 
tion from Vesuvius which that mountain has favoured us with for 


many a day. I can only say, as the Frenchman said of the comet 
supposed to foretell his own death, “MA, messieurs^ la comete me fait 
trop d^honneurJ^ Of letters I can hear nothing. There are many 
English here, of most of whom I have some knowledge. 

^'December 25, [Ba^ o/ WajtjZes].— We are once more fairly put into 
quarantine. Captain Pigot does not, I think, quite understand the 
freedom his flag is treated with, and could he find law for so doing 
would try his long thirty-six pounders on the town of Naples and its 
castles ; not to mention a sloop of ten guns which has ostentatiously 
entered the Bay to assist them. Lord knows we would make ducks 
and drakes of the whole party with the Barham^ terrible battery ! 

There is a new year like to begin and no news from Britain. ^ By 
and by I will be in the condition of those who are sick and in prison, 
and entitled to visits and consolation on principles of Christianity. 

December 26, \Strada Wwova].— Went ashore; admitted to pra- 
tique, and were received, here.* Walter has some money left, which 
we must use or try a begging-box, for I see no other resource, since 
they seem to have abandoned me so. Go ashore each^day to sight- 
seeinu: Have the pleasure to meet Mr."* and Mrs. Laing-Meason of 

LindciVis, and liave tlieir advice and assistance and company in our 


1 By “Board of Literature” Scott doubtless 
moans the Royal Society of Literature insti- 
tutod in 1824 under the patronage of George 
IV. ■ see P* 256. Besides the members 
wiio paid a subscription there were ten as- 
sociates, of whom Coleridge was one who 
each received an annuity hundred gi^nea 
from the King’s bounty. When Wilham q. 
succeeded bis brotlicv in 1830, he 
continue these pS 

made to the Government, and the then Ppine 
Minister, Karl Grey, offered Coleridge a private 


ant of ;£200 from the Treasury, which he de- 

The pension from the Society or the Privy 
irse of George iv., which l^Ir. Hooklmm Frere 
Id Sir Walter he had made up to Coleridge, 


2 Afterwards Lord Berwick." 

3 The travellers established themselves in 
the Palazzo Caramanico as soon as they were 
released from quarantine. 

4 A brother of Malcolm Laing, the historian. 
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wanderings almost every day. Mr. Meason lias made some valuable 
remarks on the lava where the villas of the middle ages are founded : 
the lava shows at least upon the ancient maritime villas of the Romans ; 
so the hoot of the moderns galls the kibe of the age preceding them ; 
the reason seems to be the very great durability with which the 
Romans finished their domestic architecture of maritime arches, by 
which they admitted the sea into their lower houses.^ 

We were run away with, into the grotto very nearly, but luckily 
stopped before we entered, and so saved our lives. We have seen 
the Strada Nuova — a new access of extreme beauty which the Italians 
owe to Murat. 

The Bay of Naples is one of the finest things I ever saw. Vesu- 
vius controls it on the opposite side of the town. 

I never go out in the evening, but take airings in the day-time 
almost daily. The day after Christmas I went to see some old }>arts 
of the city, amongst the rest a tower called Torre del Carmine, which 
figured during the Duke of Guise’s adventure, and the gallery of as 
old a church, where Masaniello was shot at the conclusion of his 
career.* I marked down the epitaph of a former Empress, which is 
striking and afiecting. It would furnish matter for niy Tour if £ 
wanted it. 

“ Napless, thou* rt a g*allant city, 

But thou hast been dearly bought ” — 

So is King Alphonso made to sum up tlie praises of this princely 
town, with the losses which he had sustained in making himself 
master of it. I looked on it with something of the same feelings, 
and I may adopt the same train of thought when 1 recall La<ly Nortli- 
ampton, Lady Abcrcorn, and other friends miicli beloved who have 
met their death in or near this city. 

1 An account is given by Sir William Oell oi 3 Appendix iv. : “A foruuir Kni])rf*KH.” 
an excursion by sea to the ruins of such a Ko- Sir Walter no doubt means the niotlu*r of (’en- 
man villa on the promontory of Uosilipo, to radiu of Suabia, or, as th(‘ Ualians enll him, 
which ho had taken Sir Walter in a boat on the (’orradino, — (‘rroneously (vUli'd “ Kinpri'ss,” 
2Gth of January.—Seo Af/e, vol, X. pp. l.W-B. though her husband had prehmsions to the 
’•i For a picturesque sketch of Naples during Imjx'rial dignity, disputed and abortive. Fm* 
the insurrection of 1(547 see Sir Walter’s artiede tho whoI(^ allecting .story .see IHsiain' dt' la (Urn- 
oil Masaniello and the Duke of Uuise . — Foreign quHe df Naples^ St. Priest, vol. ill. pp. nj(J-.185, 
Quarterly lieview, vol. iv. pp, IJGo-iO.'t e.s])(!cially pp. 1(52-:}. 

A variation of tho lines on Alphonse’s capture of the city in 1442:— 

“Ami then he huiked (ni NsijileB, that great city of tlie (lea, 

‘O city,’ Biiith th« Kiiip:, ‘Iwiw pjreat nutli been tliy rout, 

For thou 1 twenty years — my falreat years — havti lost.’ ” 

— Lockhart’s Spanish Ballads^ “Tho King of Arragon.” 



18S^,'-JAN'UARY 


January 5. — Went by invitation to wait upon a priest, who al- 
most rivals my fighting bishop of Malta. He is the old Bishop of 
Tarentum,^ and, notwithstanding his age, eighty and upwards, is still 
a most interesting man. A face formed to express an interest in 
’whatever passes ; caressing manners, and a total absence of that rigid 
stiffness which hardens the heart of the old and converts them into a 
sort of petrifaction. Apparently his foible was a fondness for cats ; 
one of them, a superb brindled Persian cat, is a great beauty, and 
seems a particular favourite. I think we would have got on well to- 
gether if he could have spoken English, or I French or Latin ; hut 
lielas ! I once saw at Lord Yarmouth’s house a Persian cat, but not 
quite so fine as that of the Bishop. He gave me a Latin devotional 
poem and an engraving of himself, and I came home about two 
o’clock. 

January 6 to 12. — We reach the 12th January, amusing ourselves 
as we can, generally seeing company and taking airings in the fore- 
noon in this fine country. Sir William Gell, a very pleasant man, 
one of my chief cicerones. Lord Hertford comes to Naples. I am 
glad to keep up an old acquaintance made in the days of George iv. 
He has got a breed from Maida, of which I gave him a puppy. There 
was a great crowd at the Palazzo, which all persons attended, being 
the King’s birthday. The apartments are magnificent, and the vari- 
ous kinds of persons who came to pay court were splendid. I went 
with the boys as Brigadier-General of the Archers’ Guard, wore a 
very decent green uniform, laced at the cuffs, and pantaloons, and 
looked as well as sixty could make it out when sworded and feathered 
cor\%me il faut. I passed well enough. Very much afraid of a fall 
on the slippery fioor, but escaped that disgrace. The ceremony was 
very long. I was introduced to many distinguished persons, and, 
but for the want of language, got on well enough. The King spoke 
to me about five minutes, of which I hardly understood five words. I 
answered him in a speech of the same length, and I’ll be bound 
equally unintelligible. We made the general key-tone of the ha- 
rmigue la belle langueet le beau dels of sa majeste. Very fine dresses, 
very many diamonds. . . . 


1 Sir William Cell styles him “Archbishop,” 
and adds that at this time he was in his nme- 
tictii year. Can this prelate be Rogers’s ' Good 
tild (jardinal,” who told the pleasant talc of 


the Bag of Gold, and is immortalised by the 
pencil of Landseer seated at table eyifamille 
with three of his velvet favourites ? See Italy, 
fcp. Svo, 1838, p. 302. 
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A pretty Spanish ambassadress, Countess da Costa, and her hus- 
band. Saw the Countess dc Lebzeltern, who has made our acquaint- 
ance, and seems to be very clever. I will endeavour to see her again. 
Introduced to another Russian Countess of the diplomacy. Got from 
Court about two o’clock. I should have mentioned that I had a letter 
from Skene^ and one from Cadell, dated as far back as 2d December, 
a monstrous time ago, [which] yet puts a period to my anxiety. I 
have written to Cadell for particulars and supplies, and, besides, have 
written a great many pages of the Siege of Malta, which I think will 
succeed. 

\January 16-23]. — I think £200 a month, or thereby, will do very 
well, and it is no great advance. 

Another piece of intelligence was certainly to be expected, but 
now it has come afflicts us much. Poor Johnny Lockhart! The 
boy is gone whom we have made so much of. I could not have 
borne it better than I now do, and I might have borne it much 
worse,* 

I went one evening to the Opera to see that amusement in its 
birthplace, which is now so widely received over Europe. The Opera 
House is superb, but can seldom be quite full. On this night, how- 
ever, it was ; the guards, citizens, and all persons dependent on the 
Court, or having anything to win or lose by it, are expected to take 
places liberally, and applaud with spirit. The King bowed much on 
entrance, and was received in a popular manner, which he has no 
doubt deserved, having relaxed many of his father’s violent persecu- 
tions against the Liberals, made in some degree an amnesty, and em- 
ployed many of this character. He has made efforts to lessen his 
expenses ; but then he deals in military affairs, and that swallows up 
his savings, and Heaven only knows whether he will bring [Neapoli- 
tans] to tight, which the Martinet system alone will never do. His 
health is undermined by epileptic fits, which, with his great corpu- 
lence, make men throw their thoughts on his brother IVince Charles. 
It is a pity. The King is only two-and-twenty years old. 

The Opera bustled off without any remarkable music, and, so far 
as I understand the language, no poetry; and except the coup 
which was magnificent, it w'as poor work. It was on the subject of 
Constantine and Crispus — marvellous good matter, I assure you. I 
came home at half-past nine, without waiting the ballet, but I was 
dog-sick of the whole of it. Went to the Studij to-day. T had no 

1 This is the last notice in the Journal by long distance to see me, ho has Ixsen siding 
Sir Walter of his dear friend. James Skene of wiih me at the liresidc; talking over our haj)i>y 
Rubislaw died at Frewen Hall, Oxford, in IKiU, recollections of the [last. ...” 
in his ninetieth year. Jlis faculties remained Two or three days later he followed his well 
unimpaired throughout his serene and boauti- lov<*d friend into the unse(‘n world—gently and 
fill old age, until the end was very near— then, calmly like a ehibl falling asleep he p’a.-si'd 
one evening his daughter found him with a away in perfect peace, 
look of inexpressible delight on his facis, when 

ho said to her “I have had such a great pleas- 2 John Hugh T.ockhart died December 15, 
ure! Scott has been here— he came from a 1851. 
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answer to my memorial to tlie Minister of the Interior, which it seems 
is necessary to make any copies from the old romances. I find it is 

an affair of State, and Monsieur can only hope it will he granted 

in two or three days to a man that may leave Naples to-morrow I 
He ofEers me a loan of what hooks I need. Annals included, hut this 
is also a delay of two or three days. I think really the Italian men 
of letters do not know the use of time made hy those of other places, 
hut I must have patience. In the course of my return home I called, 
hy advice of my valet de place^ at a bookseller’s, where he said all the 
great messieurs went for hooks. It had very little the air of a place 
of such resort, being kept in a garret above a coach-house. Here 
some twenty or thirty odd volumes were produced hy an old woman, 
but nothing that was mercantile, so I left them for Lorenzo’s learned 
friends. And yet I was sorry too, for the lady who showed them to 
me was very [civil], and, understanding that I was the famous Chev- 
alier, carried her kindness as far as I could desire. The Italians un- 
derstand nothing of being in a hurry, hut perhaps it is their way.' 

January 24. — The King grants the favour asked. To be perfect 
I should have the hooks [out] of the room, but this-^eems to [hurt ?] 
Monsieur Delicteriis as he, kind and civil as he is, would hardly [al- 
low] me to take my labours out of the Studij, where there are hosts 
of idlers and echoes and askers and no understanders of askers. I 
progress, however, as the Americans say. I have found that Sir Wil- 
liam Grell’s amanuensis is at present disengaged, and that he is quite 
the man for copying the romances, which is a plain black letter of 
1377, at the cheap and easy rate of 3 quattrons s. day. I am ashamed 
at the lowness of the remuneration, but it will dine him capitally, 
with a share of a bottle of wine, or,by ’r lady, a whole one if he likes 
it; and thrice the sum would hardly do that in England. But we 
dawdle, and that there is no avoiding. I have found another object 
in the Studij — the language of Naples. 

Jany. 2[5?].— One work in this dialect, for such it is, was de- 
scribed to me as a history of ancient Neapolitan legends — quite in 
my umy ; and it proves to be a dumpy fat 12mo edition of Mother 
Goose’s Tales,^ with my old friends Puss in Boots, Bluebeard, and. al- 
most the whole stock of this very collection. If this be the original 
of this charming book, it is very curious, for it shows the right of 
Naples to the autliovship, but there are French editions very early 

also • for there are two — whether French or Italian, I am imeertam 

—of different dates, both having claims to the original edition, each 

omitting some tales which the other has. , t i i 

To what common original we are to refer them the Lord knows. 


1 Sir W. Cell relates that an old English 
manuscript of the Romance of Sir Bevis of 
Hampton, existing in Naples, had attracted 
Scott’s .‘illonlion, and he resolved to make a 

copy of it. , T . AK 

The transcript is now in the Library at Ab- 


botsford, under the title, OU Eiiglislt Bmnances, 
transcribed from aiss. in the Royal Librarj at 
Naples, by Sticchini. 2 vols. sm. Svo. 

2 See Appendix v. for Hr. Andrew l/aiig s 
letter on this subject. 



576 


JUUlllNAij 


[Jan. 

I will look into [this] very closely, and if this same copiator is worth 
his ears he can help me. My friend Mr. I), will ciid me, but I doubt 
he hardly likes my familiarity with the department of letters in wliich 
he has such an extensive and valuable charge. Yet he is very kind 
and civil, and promises me the loan of a Neapolitan vocabulary, which 
will set me up for the attack upon Mother Goose. S|)irit of Tom 
Thumb assist me 1 I could, I think, make a neat thing of this, ob- 
noxious to ridicule perhaps ; — what then 1 The author of Ma Sanir 
Anne was a clever man, and his talc will remain popular in s})itc of 
all gibes and flouts soever. So Vamos Camccil If it was not for 
the trifling and dawdling peculiar to this country, I should have time 
enough, but their trifling with time is the devil. I will try to engage 
Mr. Gell in two researches in his way and more in mine, namely, the 
Andrea Ferrara and the Bonnet piece.* hfr. Kcppel Craven says An- 
drea de Ferraras ® are frequent in Italy. Plenty to do if we had alert 
assistance, but Gell and Laing Meason have both their own matters to 
puzzle out, and why should they mind my alTairs ? The weather is 
very cold, and I am the reverse of tlie idiot boy — 

“For as my body’s growing worse, 

My mind is growing better.” * 

Of this I am distinctly sensible, and thank God that tlie mist attend- 
ing this whoreson apoplexy is wearing ofl;. 

I went to the Studij and copied Bevis of Hampton, about two 
pages, for a pattern. From thence to Sir William Gell, and made an 
appointment at the Studij with his writer to-morrow at t(‘n, when, I. 
trust, I shall find Delicteriis there, but the gentleman with tin* class- 
ical name is rather kind and friendly in his neighbour’s behalf.* 

Jannary 2G. — This day arrived (for the lirst time indeed) answer 
to last post end of December, an epistle from (’adell full of good tid- 
ings.*^ Castle Dangerous and Bir Eohert of Par is ^ neither of whom I 
deemed seaworthy, have performed two voyages— -that is, each sold 
about 3400, and the same of the current year. It j)r<>ves what I liavii 
thought almost impossible, that I might write myself [out |, but as yet 
my spell holds fast. 

I have besides two or three good things on which I may advance 
with spirit, and with palmy hopes on tli(‘. part, of ( ’adrll and myself, 
lie thinks he will soon cry victoria on the l)et about bis bat.*^ H(‘ 

1 The forty -shilling gold piece coined by Sir W. (Jell records tlnit on the. morning he 

James V, of Scotland. received the g(io<l news he called npun luiii and 

2 Sword-blados of peculiar excellence lK>ar- ' said he felt (piite reli(‘V(‘d by his letl(<rs. and 

iug the name of thi.s maker have been known added, could m-ver have slept straiglit in 
in Scotland since the reign of James iv. my collln till I had satislled every claim against 

2 Altered from Wordsworth. im*; and now%” turning to a favourile dog that 

^ The editor of (2 vol.s. Svo, was with tlieiu in the i-arriage he said “My 
London, 184-J), writing ten years after this visit, poor hoy, I shall have iny house and my ’(‘stale 
says, that “The Chevalier de Licteriis [Chi(‘f round it fnre, utkI I may keep my dogs as big 
Librarian in the Koyal Lilirary] .showed him and as rnanv as I choose ivithout fetir of re- 
the manuscript, and well remembered his proach.”— Xiyij, vol. x. p. 100. 
drawing Sir Walter’s attention to it in 1832.” 
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was to get a new one wHen I had paid off all my debts. I can hardly, 
now that I am assured all is well again, form an idea to myself that*^ I 
could think it was otherwise. 

And yet I think it is the public that are mad for passing those 
two volumes ; but I will not be the first to cry them down in the 
market, for I have others in hand, which, judged with equal favour, 
will make fortunes of themselves. Let me see what I have on the 
stocks — 


Castle Dangerous (supposed future Editions) 

Robert of Paris, “ “ “ .... 

Lady Louisa Stuart, “ “ “ 

£1000 

1000 

500 

Knights of Malta, “ “ “ 

2500 

Trotcosiaiiae Reliquiae, “ “ “ 

2500 


I have returned to my old hopes, and think of giving Milne an offer for his 
estate.^ 

Letters or Tour of Paul in 3 vols 3000 

Reprint of Bevis of Hampton for Roxburghe Club * 

Essay on the Neapolitan dialect 


1 Viz, Faldonsidc, an estate adjacent to Ab- 
botsford which Scott had long wished to pos- 
sess. As far back as November, 1817, he wrote 
a friend : “ My neighbour, Nicol Milne, is mighty 
desirous I should buy, at a mighty high rate, 

37 


some land between me and the lake which lies 
mighty convenient, but I am mighty deter- 
mined to give nothing more than the value, so 
that it is likely to end like the old proverb, Ez 
Nichilo JVichil fit. ” 


FEBRUARY 


February 10.— We went to Pompeii to-day: a large party, all dis^ 
posed to enjoy the sight in this fine weather. Wo. had Sir Frederick 
and Lady Adam, Sir William Gell, the corypineus of our party, wlio 
])laycd his part very well. Miss dc la Ferronays/ daughter of Mon- 
sieur le Due de la Ferronays, the head, I believe, of the constitutional 
Royalists, very popular in France, and likely to be called back to the 
ministry, with two or three other ladies, j)articularly Mrs. Ashley, 
born Miss Baillic,^ very pretty indeed, and lives in the same house. 
The Countess de la Ferronays has a great deal of talent both musical 
and dramatic. 

February IG. — Sir William Gell called and took me out to-night 
to a bookseller whose stock was worth looking over. 

We saw, among the old buildings of the city, an anci<mt, pala<*e 
called the Vicaria, which is changed into a prison. Then a new 
palace was honoured with royal residence instead of the old <lungcon. 
I saw also a fine arch called the Oapuan gate, formerly one of the city 
tow^ers, and a very pretty one. We advanced to 8C(‘ the ruins of a 
palace said to be a habitation of Queen Joan, and where she put her 
lovers to death chiefly by potions, thence into a w(dl, smf>thering 
them, etc., and other little tenderly trifling matters of galhintrv. 

> Probably married to Hon, AuKiir: « Oaufjhtcr of (’obmel Hiifjh Dnnr.an Haillir. 

tus Craven, and author of Recit ti’unc A'ceur, of Tarradale and Kndi'usUc. 
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March . — Embarked on an excursion to Paestum, with Sir Will- 
iam Gell and Mr. Laing-Meason, in order to see tbe fine ruins. We 
went out by Pompeii, which we had visited before, and which fully 
maintains its character as one of the most striking pieces of antiquity, 
where the furniture treasure and household are preserved in the exca- 
vated houses, just as found by the labourers appointed by Govern- 
ment. The inside of the apartments is adorned with curious paint- 
ings, if I may call them such, in mosaic. A meeting between Darius 
and Alexander is remarkably fine.' A street, called the street of 
Tombs, reaches a considerable way out of the city, having been flanked 
by tombs on each side as the law directed. The entrance into the 
town affords an interesting picture of the private life of the Romans. 
We came next to the vestiges of Herculaneum, which is destroyed 
like Pompeii but by the lava or molten stone, which cannot be re- 
moved, whereas the tufa or volcanic ashes can be with ease removed 
from Pompeii, which it has filled up lightly. After having refreshed 
in a cottage in the desolate town, we proceed on our journey east- 
ward, flanked by one set of heights stretching from Vesuvius,^ and 
forming a prolongation of that famous mountain. Another chain of 
mountains seems to intersect our course in an opposite direction and 
descends upon the town of Castellamare. Different from the range 
of heights which is prolonged from Vesuvius, this second, which runs 
to Castellamare, is entirely composed of granite, and, as is always the 
case with mountains of this formation, betrays no trace of volcanic 
agency. Its range was indeed broken and split up into specimens 
of rocks of most romantic appearance and great variety, displaying 
granite rock as the principal part of its composition. The country on 
which these hills border is remarkable for its powers of vegetation, 
and produces vast groves of vine, elm, chestnut, and similar trees, 
which grow when stuck in by cuttings. The vines produce Lacryma 
Christi in great quantities — not a bad wine, though the stranger re- 
quires to be used to it. The sea-shore of the Bay of Naples forms 
the boundary on the right of the country through which our journey 
lies, and we continue to approach to the granite chain of eminences 
which stretch before us, as if to bar our passage. 


I of this visit to Pompeii Sir W. Gell says— 
“Sir Walter viewed the whole with a poet s 
eve not that of an antiquarian, exclaiming 
frequently, ‘The city of the Dead !’” He exam- 


ined, however, with more interest the '-splen^ 
did mosaic representing a combat of the Greelis 
and the Persians.”— '^ol- P- 
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As wc advanced to meet the great barrier of clifTs, a feature be- 
comes opposed to us of a very pronounced character, wliicli seems 
qualified to interrupt our progress. A road leading straight across 
the branch of hills is carried up the steepest ]>art of th(‘ mountain, 
ascending by a succession of zig-zags, which the Fnmch laid by scale 
straight up the hill. The tower is situated upon an artiiicial emi- 
nence, worked to a point and placed in a defensible position i>etwecn 
two hills about the same height, the access to which the defenders of 
the pass could cSectually prohibit. 

Sir William Gcll, w’hose knowledge of the anti(]uiti(‘S of this 
country is extremely remarkable, ac<piainted us with the history. 

In the middle ages the pasturages on tlu^ slope of these hills, es- 
pecially on the other side, belonged to the rich re|mbli<* of Amalfi, 
who built this tower as an exploratory gazeehoo from wld(*h they 
could watch the motions of the vSaracens who were wont to annoy 
them with plundering excursions; hut after this fastness [was huiltj 
the people of Amalfi usually defeated and chastised them. The ride 
over the opposite side of the mountain was d(‘scrihed as so un(‘om- 
monly pleasant as made me long to ride it witli assistamu^. of a pony. 
That, however, was impossible. We arrived at a country house, near 
a large town situated in a ravine or hollow, whi<*h w’as <*alled La (^a\a 
from some concavities which is exhibited. 

We were received by Miss Whyte, an English lady wlio has set- 
tled at La Cava, and she afforded us the warmest, liospitality that is 
consistent with a sadly cold chilling liouse. fi'hev may say wluit they 
like of the fine climate of Naples — unquestionably tlu‘V <‘annot say too 
much in its favour, but yet when a day or two of cold wt*atlnu* do(‘s 
come, the inhabitants arc without the means of parrying the tem- 
porary inclemency, which even a Scotsman would s<‘.orn to suhmit to. 
However, warm or cold, to bed wc went, and rising m'xt morning at 
seven we left La Cava, and, making something lik(i a sharp turn baek- 
wards, but keeping nearer to the tbilf of Sah^rno than in yesterday's 
•journey, and nearer to its shore. W(‘ ha<l a good road towards Paes- 
turn, and in defiance of a cold drizzling <lay w(‘. went on at. a round 
pace. The country through which we travelled was wooded and 
stocked with wild animals towards the fall of the hills, and W(’ saw 
at a nearer distance a large swampy ])Iain, pastured by a singularly 
bizarre but fierce-looking biitfalo, though it might maintain a mue'li 
preferable stock. This palace of Barranco was anciently kept, up for 
the King’s sport, but any young man having a certain degnu*. of in- 
terest is allowed to share in the chase, which it is no longer an objoet 
to preserve. The guest, however, if ho shoot, s a decu*, or a l)utralo, or 
wild boar, must pay tlie keeper at a certain fixed priccq not Tiiueh 
above its price in the market, wliicdi a sportsman woidd hanlly think 
above its worth for game of his own killing. The town of Salerno 
is a beautiful seaport town, and it is, as it were, wrapt in an Italian 
cloak hanging round the limbs, or, to speak common sense, the new 
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streets which they are rebuilding. ^ We made no stop at Salerno, but 
continued to traverse the great plain of that name, within sight of the 
sea, which is chiefly pastured by that queer-looking brute, the buffalo, 
concerning which they have a notion that it returns its value sooner, 
and with less expense of feeding, than any other animal. 

At length we came to two streams which join their forces, and 
would seem to flow across the plain to the bottom of the hills. One, 
however, flows so flat as almost scarcely to move, and sinkino* into 
a kind of stagnant pool is swallowed up by the earth, without pro- 
ceeding any further until, after remaining buried for two or three 
[miles ?] underground, it again bursts forth to the light, and resumes 
its course. When we crossed this stream by a bridge, which they 
are now repairing, we entered a spacious plain, very like that which 
we had [left] and displaying a similar rough and savage cultivation. 
Here savage herds were under the guardianship of shepherds as wild 
as they were themselves, clothed in a species of sheep-skins, and carry- 
ing a sharp spear with which they herd and sometimes kill their buf- 
faloes. Their farmhouses are in very poor order, and with every mark 
of poverty, and they have the character of being moved to dishon- 
esty by anything like opportunity ; of this there was a fatal instance, 
but so well avenged that it is not like to be repeated till it has long 
faded out of memory. The story, I am assured, happened exactly as 
follows : — A certain Mr. Hunt, lately married to a lady of his own 
age, and, seeming to have had what is too often the Englishman’s 
characteristic of more money than wit, arrived at Naples a year or 
two ago en familU, and desirous of seeing all the sights in the vicini- 
ty of this celebrated place. Among others Paestum was not forgot. 
At one of the poor farmhouses where they stopped, the inhabitant set 
her eyes on a toilet apparatus which was composed of silver and had 
the appearance of great value. The woman who spread this report 
addressed herself to a youth who had been [under] arms, and un- 
doubtedly he and his companions showed no more hesitation than 
the person with whom the idea had originated. Five fellows, not 
known before this time for any particular evil, agreed to rob the Eng- 
lish gentleman of the treasure of which he had made such an impru- 
dent display. They were attacked by the banditti in several parties, 
but the principal attack was directed to Mr. Hunt’s carriage, a servant 
of that gentleman being, as well as himself, pulled out of the carriage 
and watched by those who had undertaken to conduct this bad deed. 
The man who had been the soldier, probably to keep up his courage, 
began to bully, talk violently, and strike the valet de pZace, who scream- 
ed out in a plaintive manner, “ Do not injure me.” His master, hop- 
incr to make some impression, said, Do not hurt my servant,” to 
which the principal brigand replied, “ If he dares to resist, shoot 
him ” The man who stood over Mr. Hunt unfortunately took the 
captain at the word, and his shot mortally wounded the unfortunate 
cTcntleman and his wife, who both died next day at our landiadj s, 
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Miss Whyte, who had the charity to receive them that they might 
hear their own language on their deathbed. The Neapolitan Oov- 
ernment made the most uncommon exertions. The whole of the as- 
sassins were taken within a fortnight, and executed within a week 
afterwards. In this wild spot, rendered un})leasing by the sad re- 
membrance of so inhuman an accident, and the cottages which served 
for refuge for so wretched and wild a peQ|')le, exist the celebrated 
ruins of Paestum. Being without arms of any kind, the situation 
w^as a dreary one, and though 1 can scarce expect now to defend my- 
self effectually, yet the presence of [ille<jlble\ would have b(‘eu an iu- 
hnite cordial. The ruins are of very great antiquity, which for a very 
long time has not been suspected, as it was never suj)j>o.sed that tlie 
Sybarites, a luxurious people, w^ere early possessed of a style of archi- 
tecture simple, chaste, and inconceivably grand, which w’as lost before 
the time of Augustus, who is said by Suetonius to have undertaken a 
journey on purpose to visit these remains of an architecture, the most 
simple and massive of which Italy at least lias any other specimen. 
The Greeks have specimens of the same kind, but they are composed 
not of stone, like Paestum, but of marble. All this has been a dis- 
covery of recent date. The ruins, which exist without exhibiting 
much demolition, are three in numher. The iirst is a temple of im- 
mense size, having a portico of the largest columns of the most awful 
species of classic architecture. The roof, which w’as composed of im- 
mense stones, was destroyed, but there are remains of the Uella, con- 
trived for the sacrifices to which the priests and j)ersons of high of- 
fice were alone [admitted]. 

A piece of architecture more massive, without being cumbrous or 
heavy, was never invented by a mason. 

A second temple in the same style was dedicated to Ceres as the 
large one was to Neptune, on whose dominion they looked, and who 
was the tutelar deity of Paestum, and so called from oii(‘ of his Greek 
names. The fane of Ceres is finished with the greatest acamracy and 
beauty of proportion and taste, and in looking upon it I forgot all the 
unpleasant feelings which at first oppressed me. The tliird was not a 
temple, hut a Basilica, or species of town-house, as it was c'.alled, hav- 
ing a third row of pillars running up the middle, betwt*en the two 
which surrounded the sides, and were common t<.) the Ikasilica and 
temple both. These surprising })uhlic edifunjs have tlierefore all a 
semblance to each other, though also points of distinction. If Sir 
William Gell makes clear his theory he will throw a most precious 
light on the origin of civilisation, proving that the scieiH‘{‘s have iml 
sprung at once into light and life, hut rose gradually with extreme 
purity, and continued to be practised best by those who first invente<l 
them. Full of these reflections, \ve returned to our hospitable Miss 
Whyte in a drizzling evening, but unassassinated, and our hearts com- 
pletely filled with the magnificence of what we had S(‘erii. Miss 
Whyte had in the meanwhile, by her interest at La Triniti\ with the 
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Abbot, obtained us permission to pay a visit to him, and an invita- 
tion indeed to dinner, which only the weather and the health of Sir 
William Gell and myself prevented our accepting. After breakfast, 
therefore, on the 18th of March, we set out for the convent, situated 
about two or three miles from the town in a very large ravine, not 
unlike the bed of the Rosslyn river, and traversed by roads which 
from their steepness and precipitancy are not at all laudable, but the 
views were beautiful and changing incessantly, while the spring ad- 
vancing was spreading her green mantle over rock and tree, and mak- 
ing that beautiful which was lately a blighted and sterile thicket. 
The convent of Trintia itself holds a most superb situation on the 
projection of an ample rock. It is a large edifice, but not a hand- 
some one — the monks reserving their magnificence for their churches 
— but was surrounded by a circuit of fortifications, which, when there 
was need, were manned by the vassals of the convent in the style of 
the Feudal system. This was in some degree the case at the present 
day. The Abbot, a gentlemanlike and respectable-looking man, at- 
tended by several of his monks, received us with the greatest polite- 
ness, and conducted us to the building, where we saw two great 
sculptured vases, or more properly sarcophagi, of [marble?], well 
carved in the antique style, and adorned with the story of Meleager. 
They were in the shape of a large bath, and found, I think, at Paestuin. 
The old church had passed to decay about a hundred years ago, when 
the present fabric was built ; it is very beautifully arranged, and 
worthy of the place, which is eminently beautiful, and of the com- 
munity, who are Benedictines — the most gentlemanlike order in the 
Eoman Church. 

We were conducted to the private repertory of the chapel, which 
contains a number of interesting deeds granted by sovereigns of the 
Grecian, Norman, and even Saracen descent. One from Roger, king 
of Sicily, extended His Majesty’s protection to some half dozen men 
of consequence whose names attested their Saracenism.' 

In all the society I have been since I commenced this tour, I 
chiefly regretted on the present occasion the not having refreshed my 
Italian for the purpose of conversation. I should like to have con- 
versed with the Churchmen very much, and they seem to have the 
same inclination, but it is too late to be thought of, though I could 
read Italian well once. The church might boast of a grand organ, 
with fifty-seven stops, all which we heard played by the ingenious 
organist. We then returned to Miss Whyte’s for the evening, ate a 
mighty dinner, and battled cold weather as we might.^ 

In further remarks on Paestum I may say there is a city wall in 
wonderful preservation, one of the gates of which is partly entire and 
displays the figure of a Syren under the architrave, but the antiquitv 
of the sculpture is doubted, though not that of the inner part of the 
o‘Hte— so at least thinks Sir William, our best authority on such mat- 
ters. Many antiquities have been, and many more probably will be, 
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discovered. Paestum is a place which adds dignity to the peddling 
trade of the ordinary antiquarian. 

March 19. — This morning we set off at seven for Naples; we ob- 
served remains of an aqueduct in a narrow, apparently d(*signed for 
the purpose of leading water to La ( ’ava, but had no time to (*onject- 
ure on the subject, and took our road back tf) lV>!np(‘ii, and passed 
through two towns of the same name, Xocera dei [Lristiani] and 
Nocera dei Fagani.^ In the latter village tin* Saracens obtained a 
place of refuge, from wlii(di it takes the name. It is also said that 
the circumstance is kept in memory by the complexion and features 
of this second Nocera, which are peculiarly of the African (‘ast<‘ and 
tincture. After we passed Pompeii, where the continued s(‘verity of 
the weather did not permit us, according to our purpose, to tak(‘ an- 
other survey, we saw in the adjacent village betwtam us and IN>rtici 
the scene of two assassinations, still kept in remembrance. The one 
I believe was from the motive of plunder. 'Thi' head of the assassin 
was set up after his execution upon a pillar, which still exists, and it 
remained till the skull rotted to pie<*es. The other was a story less 
in the common style, and of a more interesting chara(‘ter A farnier 
of an easy fortune, and who might I>e supposetl to h‘av(‘ to his 
daughter, a very pretty girl and an only cliihi, a fortune thought in 
the village very considerable. She was, under the hope of sharing 
such a prize, made up to by a young man in the neighixmrhood, 
handsome, active, and of a very good g<‘neral <diaraeter. H(‘ was of 
that sort of person who are generally successful among wonnui, and 
the girl was supposed to have encouraged his adtlresst‘s; but her 
father, on being applied to, gave him a dire(‘t ami positive nd'usal. 
The gallant resolved to (‘ontiuue his ad<lresscs in h<ip(‘s of ovt‘re(nn- 
ing this obstacle by his perseverance, but the fatlu‘rs opposit ion setuued 
only to increase by tlie lover’s pertinacity. At hmgth, as tlu‘ bitfnu’ 
walked one evening smoking his ])ipe upon tln^ tcu-race b(‘fon‘ his 
door, the lover unhappily [)assc<i by, and, striudc with tin* instant 
thought that the ohstacle to the happiness of his life was now entin‘iy 
in his own power, he rushed upon the fatlu*!*, pier(*ed him with thnu* 
mortal stabs of his knife, and killed him dead on tin* spot, and iinub* 
his escape to the mountains. What was most remarkabh* was that 
he was protected against the police, who w(‘iit, as was th(‘ir duty, in 
quest of him, by the inhahitants of the n(‘ighbourhoo(l, who aIT<»rd(‘d 
him both shelter and such food as he required, looking on him less 
as a wilful criminal than an unfortunah* man, wlio had lH‘en surpris(*d 
by a strong and almost irrc'sistihh* temptation. So (amgenial, at this 
moment, is tlie love of vengeance to an Italian bosom, and though 
chastised in general by severe punislim(‘ut, so much arc* <'riuiiiials 
sympathised witli by tlie community. 

March 20.— I went with Miss Talbot and Mr. Lushiriglon and liis 


^ The places are now know'n us Nocera Superiore and Nuceru Inferture 
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sister to the great and celebrated church of San Domenico Maggiore, 
which is the most august of the Dominican churches. They once 
possessed eighteen shrines in this part of Naples. It contains the 
tomb of St. Thomas Aquinas, and also the tombs of the royal family, 
which remain in the vestry. There are some large boxes covered 
with yellow velvet which contain their remains, and which stand 
ranged on a species of shelf, formed by the heads of a set of oaken 
presses which contain the vestments of the monks. The pictures of 
the kings are hung above their respective boxes, containing their 
bones, without any other means of preserving them. At the bottom 
of the lofty and narrow room is the celebrated Marquis di [Pes- 
cara], one of Charles v.^s most renowned generals, who commanded 
at the battle of Pavia. . . . The church itself is very large and ex- 
tremely handsome, with many fine marble tombs in a very good style 
of architecture. The time being now nearly the second week in Lent, 
the church was full of worshippers. 

[While at Naples Sir Walter wrote frequently to his daughter, to 
Mr. Cadell, Mr. Laidlaw, and Mr. Lockhart. The latter says, Some 
of these letters were of a very melancholy cast ; for the dream about 
his debts being all settled was occasionally broken.” One may be 
given here. It is undated, but was written some time after receiving 
the news of the death of his little grandson, and shows the tender 
relations which existed between Sir Walter and his son-in-law : — 

“ My dear Lockhart, — I have written with such regularity that 
... I will not recur to this painful subject. I hope also I have found 
you both persuaded that the best thing you can do, both of you, is to 
come out here, where you would find an inestimable source of amuse- 
ment, many pleasant people, and living in very peaceful and easy so- 
ciety. I wrote you a full account of my own matters, but I have now 
more complete [information]. I am ashamed, for the first time in my 
life, of the two novels, but since the pensive public have taken them, 
there is no more to be said but to eat my pudding and to hold my 
tongue. Another thing of great interest requires to be specially men- 
tioned. You may remember a work in which our dear and accom- 
plished friend Lady Louisa condescended to take an oar, and which 
slie has handled most admirably. It is a supposed set of extracts rela- 
tive to James vi. from a collection in James vi.’s time, the costume (?) 
admirably preserved, and, like the fashionable wigs, more natural than 
one’s own hair. This, with the Lives of the Novelists and some oth- 
er fragments of my wreck, went ashore in Constable’s, and were sold 
oir to the highest bidder, viz., to Cadell, for himself and me. I wrote 
one or two fragments in the same style, which I wish should, ac- 
cording to original intention, appear without a name, and were they 
fairly lightly let off there is no fear of their making a blaze. I sent 
the whole packet either to yourself or Cadell, with the request. The 
copy, which I conclude is in your hands by the time this reaches you. 
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might be set up as speedily and quietly as possible, taking some little 
eare to draw the public attention to you, and consulting Lady Ijouisa 
about the proofs. The fun is that our exccdkmt friend had forgot the 
whole affair till I reminded her of her kindness, and was somewhat 
inclined, like Lady Teazle, to deny the butler and the eoaeh-horse. I 
have no doubt, however, she will be disposed to bring the matter to 
an end. The mode of publication 1 fancy you will agree should rest 
with CadelL So, providing that tlie copy come to hand, which it usu- 
ally does, though not very regularly, you will do me the kindness to 
get it out. My story of Malta will be with you by the time you have 
hnished the Letters, and if it succeeds it will in a great measure en- 
able me to attain the long projected and very desirable objetjt of clear- 
ing me from all old encumbrances and expiring as rich a man as 1 
could desire in my own freehold. And wlien you recollect that this 
has been wrought out in six years, the sum amounting to at least 
£120,000, it is somewhat of a novelty in literature. I shall be as 
happy and rich as I please for the last days of itiy life, and play the 
good papa with my family without thinking on |)oimds, shillings, and 
pence. Cadell, with so fair a prospect before him, is in high spirits, 
as you will suppose, hut I had a most uneasy time from the interrup- 
tion of our correspondence. However, thank God, it is all as wtdl as 
I could wish, and a great deal better than 1 vamtured to hope. After 
the Siege of Malta 1 intend to close the [seri(‘s] of Wavtrlvn with a 
poem in the style of the Lay, or rather of the Lady of the Lake, to l)e 
a L’Envoy, or linal postscript to these tales. The subjeed is a t‘urions 
tale of chivalry belonging to Rhodes. Sir Frederick Adam will give 
me a cast of a steam-boat to visit Grcec^e, and you will ('ouu* and go 
with me. We live in a Palazzo, which with a coach and tin* support- 
ers thereof does not, table included, cost £120 or ,£ 1 80 a month. So 
you will add nothing to our expenses, but give us the great jdeasure 
of assisting you when I fear literary things have a ]>ad time. \Vt‘ will 
return to Europe through Germany, and sec what peradventure W(‘ 
shall behold. I have written repeatedly to you on lids subject, lor you 
would really like this country extremely. Vuu cannot tr(*ad oii it but 
you set your foot upon some ancient liistory, and you cannot make 
scruple, as it is the same thing whether you or I are pay mast (‘r. My 
health continues good, and l.)ettering, as the Vankees say. 1 have 
gotten a choice manuscript of old English 'Rouiane.es, hdt here l>y 
Richard, and for which I know I have got a lad vim copy them at a 
shilling a day. The King has granted" me liberty to (‘arry it boim* 
with me, which is very good-natured. I expect to s(;cnre somet hing 
for the Roxburghe Club. Our posts begin to get more r(‘gular. I 
hope dear baby is getting better of its accident, poor soul.—Love to 
Sophia and Walter. 

Walter Scott. J 


Your affectionate Father, 
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Apvil \ Naples . — I am on tlie eve of leaving* Naples after a resi- 
dence of three or four months, my strength strongly returning, though 
the weather has been very uncertain. What with the interruption oc- 
casioned by the cholera and other inconveniences, I have not done 
much. I have sent home only the letters by L. L. Stuart and three 
volumes of the Siege of Malta. I sent them by Lord Cowper’s son 
— Mr. Cowper returning, his leave being out -—and two chests of 
books by the Messrs. Turner, Malta, who are to put them on board a 
vessel, to be forwarded to Mr. Cadell through AVliittaker. I have 
hopes they will come to hand safe. I have bought a small clos- 
ing carriage, warranted new and English, cost me £200, for the com 
venience of returning home. It carries Anne, Charles, and the two 
servants, and we start to-morrow morning for Eome, after which we 
shall be starting homeward, for the Greek scheme is blown up, as Sir 
Frederick Adam is said to be going to Madras, so he will be unable 
to send a frigate as promised. I have spent on the expenses of med- 
ical persons and books, etc., a large sum, yet not excessive. 

Meantime we [may] have to add a curious journey of it. The 
brigands, of whom there are so many stories, are afloat once more, 
and many carriages stopped. A curious and popular work would be 
a history of these ruffians. Washington Irving has attempted some- 
thing of the kind, but the person attempting this should be an Ital- 
ian, perfectly acquainted with his country, character, and manners. 
Mr. R , an apothecary, told me a singular [occurrence] which hap- 

pened in Calabria about six years ago, and which I may set down just 
now as coming from a respectable authority, though I do not [vouch 
it]. 

Death of II Bizarro. 

This man was called, from his wily but inexorable temper, 11 Bi- 
zarro, i.e. the Bizar. He was captain of a gang of banditti, whom he 
governed by his own authority, till he increased them to 1000 men, 
both on foot and horseback, whom he maintained in the mountains 
of Calabria, between the French and Neapolitans, both of whom he 
defied, and pillaged the country. High rewards were set upon his 
head, to very little purpose, as he took care to guard himself against 
being betrayed by his own gang, the common fate of those banditti 
who become great in their vocation. At length a French colonel, 
whose name I have forgot, occupied the country 'of Bizarro, with such 
success that he formed a cordon around him and his party, and in- 
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eluded him between the folds of a military coliinin. Welkugh driven 
to submit himself, the robber with his wife, a very handsome woman, 
and a child of a few months old, took a position beneath the arch of 
an old bridge, and, by an escape almost miraculous, were not perceived 
by a strong party whom the French maintained on the top of tlio 
arch. Night at length came without a discovery, which every moment 
might have made. AVhen it became quite dark, the brigand, cm join- 
ing strictest silence on the female and child, resolved to steal from 
his place of shelter, and as they issued forth, kept his hand on the 
child’s throat. But as, when they began to move, the child naturally 
cried, its father in a rage stiffened his grip so relentlessly that the 
poor infant never offended more in the same manner. Tliis horrid 
[act] led to the conclusion of the robber’s life. 

His wife had never been very fond of him, though he trusted her 
more than any who approached him. She had been originally the 
wife of another man, murdered by her second husband, which second 
marriage she was compelled to undergo, and to affect at least the con- 
duct of an affectionate wife. In their wanderings she alone knew 
where he slept for the night. lie left his men in a body upon the 
top of an open hill, round which they set watches. He then went 
apart into the woods with his wife, and having chosen a glen — an ob- 
scure and deep thicket of the woods, there took up his n^sidcnce for 
the night. A large Calabrian sheep-dog, his constant attendant, was 
then tied to a tree at some distance to secure Ids sIuiuIku’s, and hav- 
ing placed his carabine within reach of his lair, he eonsigned himself 
to such sleep as belongs to his calling. By sueh preeautlons li(‘ had 
secured his rest for many years. 

But after tlie death of the child, the measure of his offi‘nc(‘ tow- 
ards the unhappy mother was full to th(‘ brim, and her lh(»uglds be- 
came determined on revenge. One evening he took up his (piarters 
for the night with tliese precautions, but without the usual succ(‘ss. 
He had laid his carabine near 1dm, and betaken hiiiistdf to n/st as 
usual, when Ids partner arose from liis side, and (‘ri‘ h(‘ b(‘canH‘ s(‘n~ 
sible she had done so, she seized [his carabiu(‘j, and distdiargiiig |it | 
in his bosom, ended at once liis life and erimes. Sli(‘ linished her 
work by cutting off the brigand’s head, and carrying it to th(‘ prin<*i 
pal town of the province, where she delivered it to tin* polic(‘, ami 
claimed the reward attached to his head, which was paid accordingly. 
This female still lives, a stately, dangerous-looking woman, yet scarm* 
ill thought of, considering the provocation. 

The dog struggled extremely to get loose on h(‘aring the shot. 
Some say the female shot it; others that, in its rag(‘, it very m'arlv 
gnawed through the stout young tree to whi(di it was ti(‘d. Ho was 
worthy of a better master. 

The distant encampment of the baud was disturbed by tin* tlriiii'’ 
of the Bizarro’s carabine at inidniglit. They ran through the woods 
to seek the captain, but finding him lifeless and hea(iless, they 
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came so much surprised that many of them surrendered to the gov- 
cinment, and relinquished their trade, and the band of Bizarro, L it 
lived by his ingenuity, broke up by his death. 

A story is told nearly as horrible as the above, respecting the cru- 
elty of this bandit, which seems to entitle him to be called one of the 
most odious wretches of his name. A French officer, who had been 
active m the pursuit of him fell into his hands, and was made to die 
[the death] of Marsyas or Saint Polycarp— that is, the period bein<v 
he middle of summer, he was flayed alive, and, being smeared with 
honey, was exposed to all the intolerable insects of a southern skv. 
The corps were also informed where they might find their officer ‘if 
they thought proper to send for him. As more than two days elapsed 
before the wretehed man was found, nothing save his miserable relics 
could be discovered. 


I do not warrant these stories, but such are told currently. 

\Tour from Naples to Mome^^ April 16. — Having remained several 
months at Naples, we resolved to take a tour to Rome during the 
Holy Week and view the ecclesiastical shows which take place,' al- 
though diminished in splendour by the Pope’s poverty. So on the 
15th we set out from Naples, my children unwell. We passed 
through the Champ de Mars,’ and so on by the Terra di Lavoro, a 
rich and fertile country, and breakfasted at St. Agatha, a wretched 
place, but we had a disagreeable experience. I had purchased a 
travelling carriage, assured that it was English-built and all that. 
However, when we were half a mile on our journey, a bush started 
and a wheel came off, but by dint of contrivances we fought our way 
back to Agatha, where we had a miserable lodging and wretched 
dinner. The people were civil, however, and no bandits abroad, be- 
ing kept in awe hj the escort of the King of Westphalia,^ who was 
on his road to Naples. The wheel was effectually repaired, and at 
seven in the morning we started with some apprehension of suffering 
from crossing the very moist marshes called the Pontine Bogs, which 
lie between Naples and Rome. This is not the time when these ex- 
halations are most dangerous, though they seem to be safe at no 
time. We remarked the celebrated Capua, which is distinguished 
into the new and old. The new Capua is on the banks of the river 
Volturno, which conducts its waters into the moats. It is still a 
]jlace of some strength in modern war. The approach to the old 
Capua is obstructed by an ancient bridge of a singular construction, 
and consists of a number of massive towers half ruined. We did not 


pass very near to them, but the site seems very strong. We passed 
Sinuessa or Sessa, an ancient Greek town, situated not far from shore. 
The road from Naples to Capua resembles an orchard on both sides, 
but, alas! it runs through these infernal marshes, which there is no 
shunning, and which the example of many of my friends proves to be 
exceeding dangerous. The road, though it has the appearance of 


1 Paesc dei Marsi or Marsica. 


s Jerome Bonaparte, ex-King of Westphalia. 


winding among hills, is in fact, on the left side, limited by the sea- 
coast running northward. It comes into its more proper line at a cel- 
ebrated sea-marsh called Camcriab concerning which tlie oracle said 
moveas Ccunannam^''^ and the transgression of which precept 
brought on a pestilence. The road here is a wild pass bounded by a 
rocky precipice ; on one hand covered with wild s}irul)s, ilowers, and 
plants, and on the otlier by the sea. After this we came to a mili- 
tary position, where Murat used to quarter a body of troops and can- 
nonade tlie English gunboats, which were not slow in returning the 
compliment. The English then garrisoned Italy and Sicily under Sir 
[John Stuart]. We supped at this place, half fitted up as a barrack, 
half as an inn. (The place is now" called Terraciua.) Near this a 
round tow^er is showm, termed the tomb of Cicero, wliich may be 
doubted. I ought, before quitting Terraciua, to have mentioned the 
view of the town and castle of Gaeta from the Pass. It is a castle of 
great strength. I sliould Intve mentioned Aversa, rmnarkable for a 
house for insane persons, on the humane |)lan of not agitating their 
passions. iVfter a long pilgriniage on this beastly road we fell asleep 
in spite of warnings to the contrary, and before wo beat tlie reveille 
were within twenty miles of the city of Rome. I think I felt the ef- 
fects of the bad air and damp in a very ba<l licadaclu*. 

After a steep climb up a slippery ill-paved road \'ellctri received 
us, and accommodated us in an ancient villa or chateau, the original 
habitation of an old noble. I woiibl have liked nundi to have taken 
a look at it; but I am tired by my ride. I fear my time for such re- 
searches is now" gone. Monte Albano, a pleasant, place, should also 
be mentioned, especially a forest of grand oaks, which U‘«utls you pret.- 
ty directly into the vicinity of Rome. My son Charles had nMjuested 
the favour of our friend Sii-Wdlliani Cell to l)es|)eak a lodging, wliicli, 
considering his bad health, w’as scarcely fair. My daughter had im- 
posed the same favour, but they had omitted to give preidsc direc.lion 
howto correspond with their friends concerning the (‘xvrutiou of tluur 
commission. So there we were, as w'c had reason to think, jyossessed 
of two apartments and not knowing the [w’ay| to any of them. \\ v 
entered Rome by a gate'*' renovated by one of the old PontilTs, but 
which, I forget, and so paraded the streets by moonlight to discovm-, 
if possible, some appearance of the learned Sir William Ceil or tin' 
pretty Mrs. Ashley. At length we found our old servant who guid(Ml 
us to the lodgings taken by Sir William Cell, where all was comforta- 
ble, a good fire iiududcd, which our fatigue and the chilliness of t in* 
night required. We dispersed as soon as w"c had tak(m sonn^ food, 
wine, and water. 

We slept reasonably, hut on the uc.xt inorning 

1 The sea marBli ‘‘ Cainoria” is not. marsh “ whic.h Fati*' forbad to drani.” l.'on 

in the latest maps of Italy, but it would ai>poar iajj;LoiCH VirfitL {.-En. iii. TUO-l). 
that some such name in tlic Pontine Bogs liad 

recalled to Sir Walter the ancient proverb ro- - Porta St. Oiovanni, I’idiuilt by (Jrognrv xiii. 
lating to Camarina, tkat Sicilian city on the in 1571. 
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Scott’s letters to Erskine. — P. 40. 


Sir Walter was in the habit of consulting him in those matters 
more than any of his other friends, having great reliance upon his 
critical skill. The manuscripts of all his poems, and also of the ear- 
lier of his prose works, were submitted to Kinnedder’s judgment, and 
a considerable correspondence on these subjects had taken place be- 
twixt them, which would, no doubt, have constituted one of the most 
interesting series of letters Sir Walter had left. 

Lord Kinnedder was a man of retired habits, but little known ex- 
cept to those with whom he lived on terms of intimacy, and by whom 
he was much esteemed, and being naturally of a remarkably sensitive 
mind, he was altogether overthrown by the circumstance of a report 
having got abroad of some alleged indiscretions on his part in which 
a lady was also implicated. Whether the report had any foundation 
in truth or not, I am altogether ignorant, but such an allegation af- 
fecting a person in his situation in life as a judge, and doing such 
violence to the susceptibility of his feelings, had the effect of bring- 
ing a severe illness which in a few days terminated his life. I never 
saw Sir Walter so much affected by "any event, and at the funeral, 
which he attended, he was quite unable to suppress his feelings, but 
wept like a child. The family, suddenly bereft of their protector, 
were young, orphans, their mother, daughter of Professor John Pob- 
ertson, having previously died, found also that they had to struggle 
against embarrassed circumstances ; neither had they any near rela- 
tive in Scotland to take charge of their affairs. But a lady, a friend 
of the family, Miss M , was active in their service, and it so hap- 

pened, in the course of arranging their affairs, the packet of letters 
from Sir Walter Scott, containing the whole of his correspondence 
with Lord Kinnedder, came into her hands. She very soon discov- 
ered that the correspondence laid open the secret of the authorship 
of the Waverley Novels, at that period the subject of general and in- 
tense interest, and as yet unacknowledged by Sir Walter. 

Considering what under these circumstances it was her duty to 
do, wlicther to replace the letters and suffer any accident to bring to 
light what the author seemed anxious might remain unknown, or to 


seal them up, and keep them in her own custody undivulgcd — or 
finally to destroy them in order to preserve the secret,— with, no 
doubt, the best and most upright motives, so far as her own judg- 
ment enabled her to decide in the matter, in which she was unable to 
take advice, without betraying what it was her object to respect, she 
came to the resolution, most unfortunately for the world, of destroy- 
ing the letters. x\nd, accordingly, the whole of them were committed 
to the flames; depriving the descendants of Lord Kinnedder of a pos- 
session which could not fail to be much valued by them, and which, 
in connection with Lord Kinnedder’s letters to Sir Walter, whitdi are 
doubtless preserved, would have been equally valuable to the public, 
as containing the contemporary opinions, prospects, views, and senti- 
ments under whicli these works were sent forth into the world. It 
would also have been curious to learn the unbiased impression which 
the different works created on the mind of such a man as Lord Kin- 
iieddcr, before the collision of public opinion had suffused its influ- 
ence over the opinions of people in general in this matter. — /:)kcnc\^ 
Reminiscences. 


No. IL 

LeTTEK from Mk. LaRLVLE FiKFPJKRKI) To ON p, 

EinNiiriiOH, 'll CoMKi.Y Bank, 
V.Uh April 1S2k. 

Sir, — In February last I had the honour to receiv(‘ a Ic.tter from 
Von Goethe, announcing the speedy departure, from Weimar, of a, 
Packet for me, in which, among other valuables, should found 
‘‘two medals,” to be delivered “ verhimUichsten, (rrussrti'' to Sir 
Walter Scott. By a slow enough conveyance this ./w/.v/r/ov/, with its 
medals in perfect safety, has at length yesterday (iome. to hand, and 
now lays on me the enviable duty of addressing you. 

Among its multifarious contents, the Weimar I>ox faihxl not to 
include a long letter — considerable portion of wliich, as it virtually 
belongs to yourself, you will now allow me to traiiscu’ilxN Perhaps it 
were thriftier in me to reserve this for another occasion ; but (consid- 
ering how seldom such a Writer obtains such a (Jritie, I cannot but, 


1 It is much to be regretted that Scott and 
Carlyle never met. The probable explanation 
is that the admirable letter now printed in ex^ 
i&nsoj coming into a house whore there was 
sickness, and amid the turmoil of London life, 
Avas carefully laid aside for reply at a more 
convenient season. This season, unfortunate- 
ly, never came. Scott did not return to Scot- 
land until Juno ;Jd, and by that time Carlyle 
had loft Edinburgh and settled at Craigoiiput- 


toe.k. He must, however, have seen Sc.ott Kuh- 
sequently, as lie depicts him in the meniorahle 
words, “Alas! his fine Scottish face, with its 
shaggy hone.sty and goodiK'ss, when we saw it. 
latterly in the Edinburgh .stn*etK, was all worn 
w'ith care— the. joy all lied from it, and ploiigli 
ed deep with labour and sorrow. ” 

Mr. Lockhart once said to a friend that he 
regretted that they had never met, and gave 
as a reason the state of Scott’s health. 
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reckon it pity that this friendly intercourse between them should be 
anywise delayed. 

Sehen Sie Herrn Walter Scott, so sagen Sie ihm auf das verbind- 
lichste in meinem Namen Dank fur den lieben heitern Brief, geradc 
in dem schonen Sinne geschrieben, dass der Mensch dem Menschen 
werth seyn miisse. So auch habe ich dessen Leben Napoleon’s er- 
halten und solches in diesen Winterabenden und Nachten von Anfang 
bis zu Ende mit Aufmerksamkeit durchgelesen. 

“ Mir war hochst bedeutend zu sehen, wie sich der erste Erzahler 
des Jahrhunderts einem so ungemeinen Geschaft unterzieht und uns 
die tiberwichtigen Begebenheiten, deren Zeuge zu seyn wir gezwun- 
gen wurden, in fertigem Zuge voruberfiihrt. Die Abtheilung durcli 
Capitel in grosse zusammengehorige Massen giebt den verschlungenen 
Ereignissen die reinste Fasslichkeit, und so wird dann auch der Yor- 
trag des Einzelnen auf das unschatzbarste deutlich und anschaulich. 

“Ich las es im Original, und da wirkte es ganz eigentlich seiner 
Natur nach. Es ist ein patriotischer Britte der spricht, der die Hand- 
lungen des Feindes nicht wohl mit gtinstigen Augen ansehen kann, 
der als ein rechtlicher Staatsbtirger zugleich mit den Unternehmun- 
gcn der Politik auch die Forderungen der Sittlichkeit befriedigt 
wiinscht, der den Gegner, im frechen Laufe des Glucks, mit unseli- 
gen Folgen bedroht, und auch im bittersten Yerfall ihn kaum bedau- 
ern kann. 

“Und so war mir noch ausserdem dasWerk von dergrossten Be- 
dciitung, indem es mich an das Miterlebte theils erinnerte, theils mir 
manches Uebersehene nun vorfuhrte, mich auf einem unerwarteten 
Standpunkt versetzte, mir zu erwagen gab was ich fiir abgeschlossen 
hielt, und besonders auch mich befahigte die Gegner dieses wichtigen 
Wcrkes, an denen es nicht fehlen kann, zu beurtheilen und die Ein- 
wendungen, die sie von ihrer Seite vortragen, zu wiirdigen. 

“ Sie sehen hieraus dass zu Ende des Jahres keine hohere Gabe 
hatte zu mir gelangen konnen. Es ist dieses Werk mir zu einem gol- 
dcnen Netz geworden, womit ich die Schattenbilder meines vergan- 
genen Lebens aus den Lethes-Fluthen mit reichem Zuge herauszu- 
forschen mich beschaftige. 

“Ungefahr dasselbige denke ich in dem nachsten Stiicke von 
Kunst und Alterthum zu sagen.” 

With regard to the medals, which are, as I expected, the two well- 
known likenesses of Goethe himself, it could be no hard matter to 
dispose of them safely here, or transmit them to you, if you required 
it, without delay: but being in this curious fashion appointed as it 
were Ambassador between two Kings of Poetry,! would willingly dis- 
charge my mission with the solemnity that beseems such a business, 
and naturally it must flatter my vanity and love of the marvellous, to 
think that, by means of a Foreigner whom I have never seen, I might 

38 
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now Iiave access to my native Sovercip^n, whom I have so often seen 
in public and so often wished that I had claim to see and know in 
private and near at hand.-— Till Whitsunday I eontinuc to reside here ; 
and shall hope that some time before that period I may have oppor- 
tunity to wait on you, and, as my commission bore, to hand you these 
memorials in person. 

Meanwhile I abide your- further orders in this matt(‘r; and so, 
with all the regard which belongs to one to whom I in eonnnon with 
other millions owe so much, — 1 have the honour to be, Sir, most re- 
spectfully your servant, Thomas Caruvlk. 

Besides the two medals specially intended for you, there have 
come four more, wliich I am requested generally to <lisp()s(‘ of 
amongst “ Perhaps Mr. Lockhart, wliose nuuits in 

respect of German Literature, and just appreciation of this its IV 
triarch and Guide, are no secret, will do me the honour to ac(‘(q)t 
of one and direct me through your means how I am to have; it, con- 
veyed ? 

Translation of the Letter from Goethe. 

^‘vShould you sec Sir A\'alter Scott, he so kiml as return to him 
my most grateful thanks for his dear and clu‘erful lett(‘r,— a letter 
written in just that beautiful temper which mak(‘s one man feed him- 
self to be worth something to another. Say, t.<><s that I r(‘(‘eiv(Ml liis 
Life of Napoleon, and liave read it tliis winter— -in the evening and 
at night — with attention from heginning to end. d'o me it was full 
of meaning to observe how the first novelist of the century took upon 
himself a task and husine.ss, so apparently fondga to him, and passed 
under review witli rapid stroke tliosc important events of which it 
had been our fate to be eye-witnesses. The division into chapten’s, 
embracing masses of intimately (ronuected {‘vimts, giv(‘s a eh'anu'ss 
to the historical sequence that otherwise might hav(‘ been only too 
easily confused, while, at the same time, tin* individual ovcuOs in 
each chapter are described with a clearness and a vividness (piiti* in- 
valuable. 

“I read the work in the original, and the impression it made, upon 
me was thus free from th(‘ disturbing iidiuence of a fondgn nualium. 
I found myself listening to tlic wonls of a patriotic Briton, who finds 
it impossible to regard the actions of the enemy witii a favounibl<‘ 
eye, — an honest citizen this, wliose desire is, that whih; p<dilical con- 
siderations sliall always receive due weight, the (hunamls of morality 
shall never he overlooked; one wlio, while the eiicuny is borin' along 
in Ills wanton course of good fortune, cannot forbear to [loiut with 
warning finger to the inevitable conse(|ueuees, and in his Idttiirest dis- 
aster can with difficulty find him worthy of a tear. 

The book was in yet another respect of the greatest importance 
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to iiie, in that it brought back to my remembrance events through 
which I had lived — ^now showing me much that I had overlooked, 
now transplanting me to some unexpected stand-point, thus forcing 
me to reconsider a question which I had looked upon as settled, and 
in a special manner putting me in a position to pass judgment upon 
the unfavourable critics of this book— for these cannot fail — and to 
estimate at their true value the objections which are sure to be made 
from their side. From all this you will understand how the end of 
last year could have brought with it no gift more welcome to me 
than this book. The work has become to me as it were a golden net, 
wherewith I can recover from out the waves of Lethe the shadowy 
pictures of my past life, and in that rich draught I am finding my 
present employment. 

“ I intend making a few remarks to the same purpose in the next 
number of Kunst und AltertKumy * 


No. III. 


Contents of the Volume of Irish Manuscript referred to on 

p. 465. 


1. The rudiments of an Irish Grammar and Prosody; the first leaf 
wanting. 

2. The Book of Rights ; giving an account of ye rents and subsi- 
dies of the kings and princes of Ireland. It is said to have (been) 
written by Beinin MacSescnen, the Psalmist of Saint Patrick. It is 
entirely in verse, except a few sentences of prose taken from ye hooke 
of Glandelogh. 

3. A short poem giving an account of ye disciples and favourites 
of St. Patrick. 

4. A poem of Eochy 0 Flyn’s ; giving an account of the follow- 
ers of Partholan, the first invader of Ireland after the flood. 

5. A poem written by Macliag, Brian Boruay’s poet Laureat It 
gives an account of the twelve sons of Kennedy, son of Lorcan, Bri- 
an’s father ; and of ye Dalcassian race in general. 

6. A book of annals from the year 976 to 1014, including a good 
account of the battle of Clontarf, etc. 

7. A collection of Historical poems by different authors, such 


1 This purpose Goethe seems to have carried 
out, for in the “Chronologic ” which is printed 
in the two-volume edition of his works, pub- 
lisliea. at Stuttgart, 1837 (vol. ii. page 63), the 


following entry is found 1827. I eber neu- 
ere franzdsische Literatur.— Ueber chinesische 
Gedichte. — UeUr das Leben Xapoleon'^s vor^ 
Walter ScotV 
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0 Dugan, etc., and some extracts, as they seem, from the psalter of 
Cashill, written by Cormac- inac-Ouilinan, Archbishop and King of 
Leath Mogha, towards the beginning or middle of the niiiiii century; 
Cobhach 0 Garmon and O Hcagusa liavc their part in these poems. 
In them arc interspersed many other miscellaneous tracts, among 
which is one called Sgeul-an-Erin, Init deficient, wherein mention is 
made of Garbh mac Stairn, vsaid to be slain by Cuchullin ; a treatise 
explaining the Ogham manner of writing whi(‘h is jmeserved in this 
hook; the privileges of the several kings and prinees of Ireland, in 
making their tours of the Kingdom, and taking tlieir seats at tlie 
Feis of Tara; and an aiiticnt moral and political po{un as an advic,c 
to princes and chieftains, other poems and prophcci(‘s, et(;., chrono- 
logical and religious, disposed in no certain order. 

8. The last will and testament of Cormac-mac-Cuilinau iu verse. 

9. The various forms of the Ogham. 

10. The death of Cuchullin, an antient story interspersed with 
poems, which, if collected, would contain the entire substance of the 
composition, which is very good (except in one instance) and founded 
on real fact. 

11. The bloody revenge of Conall Cearnach for the death of Cu- 
chullin. This may be considered as tlic sequel of tin* jun^ceding sto- 
ry, and of equal authority and anti(|uit.y. It is written in tlic V(‘ry 
same style, and contains a beautiful elegy on (juchullin by his wife 
Eimhir. 

12. The death of Cormac Con luings, written iti tin* same style 
with the foregoing stories. 

13. The genealogies of all yc priinupal Irisli and Anglo-Norman 
families of Ireland to the end. 

14. A- very good copy of tlio Cath-Gahhra. 

The above table of contents is iu the handwriting of Dr. Matthew Tonng, late 
Bishop of Clonfert, a man possessing the highest talents and learning, and who had 
been acquainted with the Irish languagti from his infancy. J. B. 


No. TV. 

‘‘A Former Empress.” — T. orJ. 

The Church of Santa Maria del Carmine contains relh's dear alike 
to the romance of democracy and empire. It was from this e.hurch 
that Masanicllo harangued the tickle populace in vain ; it was lH‘re 
that he was despatched by three bandits iu the pay of the Duke of 
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Maddaloni ; and tere lie found an honourable interment during a rapid 
reflux of popular favour. In this church, too, lies Conradin the last 
prince of the great house of Suabia, with his companion in arms and 
in death, Frederic, son of the Margrave of Baden, with pretensions, 
through his mother, to the Dukedom of Austria. The features of the 
medimval building have long since been obliterated bv reconstructions 
of the 17th and 18th centuries, while round the tomb of Conradin a 
tissue of fictions has been woven by the piety and fondness of after 
times. The sceptics of modern research do not, however, forbid us 
to believe that there may be an element of truth in the beautiful le- 
gend of the visit and benefactions of Elizabeth Margaret of Bavaria, 
the widowed mother of Conradin, erroneously dignified with the title 
of Empress, to the resting-place of her son. Her statue in the con- 
vent, with a purse in her hand, seems to attest the tale, wliich was no 
doubt related to the Scottish Poet, and may well have stirred his fan- 
cy. What the epitaph was which he copied we cannot now deter- 
mine. It is not pretended that the unhappy lady was buried here, 
but two inscriptions commemorate the ferocity of Charles of Anjou, 
and the vicissitudes of fortune which befell his victims. One, be- 
lieved to be of great antiquity, is attached to a cross or pillar erected 
at the place of execution. It breathes the insolence of the conqueror 
mingled with a barbarous humour embodied in a play on words — for 
“ Asturis ” has a double reference to the kite and to the place “ Astu- 
ra,” at which the fugitive Princes were captured : 

“Asturis uugue Leo Pullum rapiens Aquilinum 
Hie deplumavit, acephalumque dedit.” 


The other lines, in the Church, of more modern date, are conceived in 
a humaner spirit, and may possibly be those which touched the heart 
of the old worshipper of chivalry. 


Ossibvs et memoriae Conradini de Stovffen, vltimi ex sva progenie Svevise dvcis, 
Conradi Rom. Regis F. et Friderici ii. imp. nepotis, qui cvm Siem® et Apyliffi re^a 
exercitv valido, vti hereditaria vindicare proposvisset, a Carolo Andegavio i. hvivb 
nominis rege Franco caeperani in agro Palento victvs et debellatys extitit, deniqve 
captvs cvm Frederico de Asbvrgh vltimo ex linea Avstrise dyce, itmens, ac eivsdeni 
fortvnie sotio, hie cvm aliis (proh scelvs) a victore rege seevn percvssvs est.^ 

Pivm Neap, coriariorvm collegivm, hymanarvm misenarvm memor, loco m ffidic* 
vlarn redacto, illorvm memoriam ab interitv conservavit. 


(For the details of the death of Conradin and the stories connect- 
ed with his memory see Summonte, Storia di Napoh, voL ii. Ceiano, 
Notizie di Napoli Giornata Qiiarta, and St. Priest, Histoire de la ton- 
quHe de Naples^ voL iii.) 
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Mother Goose’s Tales,” p. 575. The foil oio biff note by a distin- 
guished authority on Nursery Tales, will be read with interest. 

It is unfortunate that Sir Walter Scott did not record in his Di- 
ary the dates of the Neapolitan collection of ‘ Mother (loose’s Tales/ 
and of the early French editions with which he was acijuaintetl lie 
may possibly have meant Basile’s Lo Canto de U cunti (Naples, 1637- 
44 and 1645), which contains some stories aiialoti:ous to those which 
Scott mentions. There can be no doubt, however, that France, not 
Italy, can claim the shapes of Bine Beard ^ The Sleepiny Beauty, Puss 
in. Boots, and the other ^ Tales of Mother (Joose/ whidi are known 
best in England. Other forms of the.se mirserv traditions exist, in- 
deed, not only in Italian, but in most European and some Asiatic and 
African languages. But their classical shape in litm-atarc is that which 
Charles Perraiilt gave them, in his Contes de nia Nere t Die, of 1697. 
Among the ‘early French editions ’ which Sir Walter knew, j>r<)l)ably 
none were older than Dr. Douce’s copy of 1707, now in the ikxileian. 
The British Museum has no early copy. There was an example of 
the First Edition sold in the Hamilton sale: another, or thci same, in 
blue morocco, belonged to Charles Nodier, and is described in Ins J/c- 
langes. The only specimen in tlui Publi(* Lihrari(‘s Paris is in the 
Bibliotheque Victor Cousin. It is jirobable that the ‘du!n[)y duodec*- 
imo’ in the Neapolitan dialect, seen by Scott, was a trauslathm of 
Perrault’s famous little work. Tin* stories in it, which are not in the 
early French editions, may be VAdroite Prineesse, by a lady frimid of 
Pcrrault’s, and Peem d'Aue in prose, a tale which Perrault told only 
in verse. These found their way into French and Memish (‘ditions 
after 1707. Our earliest English translation si'cnis to b(‘ that of I 7ii9, 
and the name of ‘Mother Goose’ does not appear to o(‘cur in Fnglish 
literature before that date. It is probably a translatioti of ‘ Ma Mere 
I’Oic,’ who gave her name to such old wivt‘s’ fabh*s in Franc<‘ long 
before Perrault’s time, as the spider, Ananzi, gives his naim' to the 
‘Nancy Stories ’ of the negroes in the West Indies. Among S(‘ott\s 
Century of Inventions, unfultilled ]>ro]ha:*ts f<»r literary work, f(‘W are 
more to be regretted than his intendecl study of the origin of Popular 
Tales, a topic no longer thought ‘ obnoxious to ridicule.’ a. l. 
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Abbeyille, 186, 1^. 

Abbotsford labourers, 100. 

Abercorn, Lady, 572. 

Abercrombie, Dr., 102, 609, 637. 

Miss, 460 n. 

Abercromby, James (aftervirards Lord 
Dunfermline), 488 and oi. 

Lord, 16, 69, 146, 147, 275, 332, 

333, 366, 481. 

Aberdeen, Lord, 316 481. 

Abud & Son, bill-brokers, London, 176, 
311, 312 56^., 316 n., 317, 327. 

Academy, Edinburgh, Examination, 275. 

Acland, Sir Thomas, 381, 385. 

Adam, Right Hon. William, Lord Chief- 
Commissioner, 89, 132, 136, 212, 233, 
241, 320, 823 seq., 332, 351, 361, 363, 
488, 608, 612, 614, 520; sketch of, 
54 ; at Abbotsford, 3 37 ; Scott’s visits 
to Blair-Adam, 140, 161, 266,409-410, 
477, 494. See Blair-Adam. 

Admiral Sir Charles, 40, 89, 161, 

233, 241, 410, 477, 494. 

Sir Frederick, 161 ; on Byron and 

the Greeks, 166, 461, 578, 687. 

John, 64 n. 

Adam’s class. High School, Edinburgh, 
455. 

Addington, Dr., 397. 

Adolphus, John, 385, 396. 

John L., letters to Heber, 289 and 

n., 290, 386, 464. 

Advocates’ Library, plans, 78, 331. 

African travellers, 109. 

Aiiislie, General, 363. 

Robert, 443. 

Ainsworth, W. H., 179 and n, 

Airaines, 196. 

Aitken, John, 665. 

Albums, suppression of, 1. 

Alexander, Emperor, 191, 806. 

Right Hon. Sir W., Chief Baron of 

Exchequer, 383. 

Mrs., of Ballochmyle, 389. 

Algiers, consular establishment at, 363- 
364. 


Allan, Thomas, 325. 

Sir William, P.R.A., 30 and ?/., 76, 

264, 289 seq.y “Landing of Queen 
Mary,” 147. 

Allans, the Hay (John Sobieski and 
Charles Edward Stuart), 470, 471 /i. 
Alio way. Lord, 319 ?i,,413. 

AlmackSy a novel, 242. 

Alnwick Castle, visit to, 306; Abbev, 
305. 

Alvanley, Lady, 127. 

Lord, 385. 

Anderson, Mr. and Mrs., 321. 

“Andrea de Ferraras,” 576. 

Annandale claim, 136. 

Anne of Geierstebiy 421, 435, 430, 449, 
450. 

Anstruther, Philip, 266. 

Antiquarian Society of Scotland, 323, 
465. 

Appleby Castle, 177. 

Arbuthnot, Sir William, 60, 208, 436, 
463, 468. 

Mr. and Mrs., 200 and 203, 390, 

392. 

Arden, Misses, 385, 505. 

Argyle’s stone, 296. 

Argyll, John, Duke of, projected life of, 
461. 

Arkwright, Mrs., 304, 3S6, 3SS, 390, 391, 

393. 

Arniston, old oak room at, 336. 
Ashbourne, 374. 

Ashestiel visited in 1826, 108. 

Ashford criminal case, 202. 

Ashley, Lord, 191. 

Mrs., 678, 590. 

Ashworth, Mr., 291. 

Auchinrath, 418. 

Audubon, John James, the ornithologist, 
224 and 225, 231 n. 

Augmentation cases of stipend, 500. 
Austen’s, Miss, novels, 99, 29S. 
Aylesbury, 377. 

Ayton, Miss, prima donna of the Italian 
Opera, 334. 


Baillie, Charles (afterwards Lord Jer- 
viriwoode), 331 w., 610. 

Mrs. diaries, Mellerstaiii, 345. 

Joanna, 90, 198, 320, 380, 448 n., 

454 n., 542 and n. ; tragedv and witch- 
craft, 279. 

Bainbridge, George, of Liverpool, 123, 
152, 105, 220, 249, 250, 251, 255, 278, 
299, 309. 

“Balaam,” 119 and w. 

Balcaskie Manor-house, 200. 

Balfour of Balbirnie, 420. 

Charles, 515. 

Ballantyne k Co., 34, 35 ; stop payment, 
62 ; liabilities, 02 n., 379. 

Alexander, 124, 282, 372, 443,472, 

480; skill as a violinist, 201 ; assumed 
as a partner, 429. 

James, meeting with Cadell and 

Constable, 9 ; calls at Castle Street, 
37 ; dinner and guests, 38 ; on ScotC.s 
style, 47, 51, 52; on Dei'oryoUy 0t»; 

“ False Delicacy,” 02 ; Wooihtock^ 05 ; 
as “Tom Tell-truth,” recollections of 
Lord of the 81 ; Malachl^ 82, 83 ; 
mottoes, 104 ; opinion of Woodstock, 
108; press corrections, 112, 124; 
“roars of chivalry,” 144; opinion on 
Napoleon, 150, 104; illness, 108; at 
Abbotsford, 172-173 ; Napoleon, 244, 
200, 201 ; on Bride of LanDuermoor : 
and Legend of Montroeie, 208 nr, pro.s - 1 
pect, 275; The Drovers, 279; com- 
mercial disasters, 280 n. ; Chronicles, 
281, 282, 328, 334, 347 ; at Abbots- 
ford, 282, 5U9-510 01 . ; the copyrights, 
299 ; criticism, 320 ; Scott’s consider- 
ation for, 343; on “Ossianic” charac- 
ter, 354, 378; Scott’s handwriting, 
408 ; wife’s illness and death, 427- 
428; names his trustee.s, 430, 431, 
449, 450; letter from Scott, 452, 453, 
480,482; visit to rrcst<)ii])ans, 497 ; 
objects to a new epistle from Maluchi, 
509 n. ; approves of an amanuensis, 
618; a motto wanted, 519 oi. 

Ballingray, 411, 495. 

Baluty Mount, 605. 

Bankes, William, 8 and oi., 200, 2o2, 
388 n. 

Bank of Scotland, 434. 

Banking Club of Scotland, 435. 

Bank-note business, 93. 

Bannatync Club, 228, 229, 211, 325, 333, 

« 353,429, 481, 490. 

Bivnnalyne, George, Meinoriul of 332 
and 7A. 

Sir Wm. McLeod, 358. 


Barham, The, 547 mp 
Barnard Castle, 403. 

Barranco, 580. 

Harrington, Mrs., 3U4. 

Barrow, Sir John, 14, 249, 550. 

Bathurst, Earl, 230 n., 3t)7, 387. 

Lady, 2ii0. 

Colonel Seymour, 508, 5t»9. 

Buuchland, 282. 

Bayes in the Rehearsal, 133 and n. 

Beacon newspaper, 212 aiul n. 

Beard’s Judgments, 327. 

Beauclerlv, Lady Chariotte, 12. 

Beaumont and Fletcher’s Loved s Prog- 
ress, 30. 

Beaumont, Sir George, 71; anecdote (»f, 
with Word.sworth, 218; death, 233- 
234. 

Beauvais Cathedral, 180». 

Bedford, Duke and Duchess of, .'{23. 
Ihdhaven, Lord and Liuly, 3»U. 

Bell, Mr., Lomltm, 3Bt’v. 

— Mr., 422. 

George, 322, 4:3), 

Miss K., of Ctddsireum, 305 utid n. 

Mis.s Jam*, of North Shield^, 04, 

274. 

Behsches, Miss W. (uftiTwards laidy 
Forbes), 20)5, 310. 

Bercsforil, Lord, 424. 

Admiral Sir John, 3o*2 and /i. 

B<*rlingas, 559. 

Ih*rnadotte, 252. 

Berri, Ducliess of, l‘.)l. 

Besshorough, Lord, :in7. 

Bethcll, Dr., Ki.^hop of GIouee4cr, 3o5 n. 
Revis of I/anipfon, 5T0». 

Big bow-wow strain, 40, 9'.t. 

Binning, L(jrd and Lady, ::27, .332. 
Birmingham, 2t)5. 

Bishop, Dr., 20H. 

“ Biy.arro, (h*uth of,” 587. 

Black, A. A (’., puhli-lu-r-, :M I n. 

Captain R. N,, 2t'»0. 

Dr., ueeoimt of Davitl Hume’-:, la'-'t 

illness, 275. 

Black Dwarf , Si*ene of the, 470 n. 
Black-fishing Court at Selkirk, 5n9. 
Blackwood, William, and Malarlii, S2, 
8:1, 115, 144, 151. 

Blackwood’s Afaga.:i/te, 449, 528 and a. 
Blair, Captain, 535. 

Sir I). Hunter, 42H. 

Colonel, and Mrs. Hunter, 42t», 428, 

430. 

Blair-Adam, 101; nu'etings of Blair- 
Adam (3iii>, 140, 20»5, 409 ; 12lh aiini- 
ver.«ary, 477; 13th, 494. 



INDEX 




Blakeney, Mv., tutor to the Duke of Buc- 
cleuch, 211. 

Blomfield, Bishop, IV, 381. 

Bloomfield, Lord, 2V0. 

Boaden’s, James, the Garrick papers, 
330 

Bonaparte. See Napoleon. 

Bonnechose, Emile de, 188. 

Bonnie JDwidee^ air of, 40, 42, 43. 
Bonnington, Mr., at Kenilworth, 3V5 n. 
Bonnymoor Conflict, 661. 

Boothby, Sir William, 34. 

Borgo, Count Pozzo di, 1V4, 18V, 189, 
195. • 

Borthwick Castle, 335-336. 

Borthwicks of Crookston, 235, 259. 
Boswell, Sir Alexander, duel with Stuart 
of Dunearn, 38 and ?i., 426. 

James, 88 n. 

Bothwell Castle, 400 n. 

Boufflers, Madame de, 196 and n. 
Boulogne, 196. 

Bourgoin, Mademoiselle, a French ac- 
ti;ess, 188. ' 

Bourmont, General, 563. 

Boutourlin’s Moscow Campaign, 208. 
Bouverie, Mr., the English Commissioner, 
413. 

Boyd, Mr., Broadmeadows, 158. 

Walter, of Boyd, Beufield k Co., 

383, 384 and n. 

Boyle, Right Hon. David, Lord Justice- 
Clerk, V and w., 10 and «., 18, 38, 69, 
268, 355 and w., 424, 481. 

Brabazon, Lady Theodora, 322. 

Bradford, Sir Thomas, 173, 493. 

Brahan Castle, 407 n. 

Bramhletye House, 179 and 
Bran, Scott’s deerhound, 618 and n. 
Braxlleld, Lord, 18 w. 

Brewer’s Merry Devil, 279 and n. 
Brewster, Dr. (afterwards Sir David), 
and Mrs., 152 and n., 158, 273, 290, 
30V, 308, 370, 444, 446, 455, 469, 517. 
Bride of Lammermoor, letter from Will- 
iam Clerk, 472 ??,. 

Bridge, Mr., the jeweller, 389. 

Brinkley, Dr. John, Bishop of Cloyne, 
465, 466 n. 

Brisbane, Sir Thomas M., 163 and qi., 
208, 278. 

Bristol riots, 550 n., 561 and n. 

Brocque, Monsieur, of Montpelier, 95. 
Brougham, Lord, 408, 648. 

Brown, Launcelot, 305. 

Misses, of George Square, Edin- 
burgh, 297, 322. 

Brown’s Sell'irl'shire quoted, 232, 510 n. 


Brown’s, Mrs., lodgings, 6 St. David 
Street, 123 and n., 147. 

Bruce, Professor John, 478 and n. 

Tyndall, 478. 

Mr., from Persia, 164. 

Mr. and Mrs., 3V0. 

Brunei, 654. 

Brunton, Rev. Dr., 112 

Brydoiie, Mrs. (widow of Patrick Bry- 
done), 40 and n. 

Buccleuch, fifth duke of, 70, 159, 174, 
214 n., 219, 321, 338, 352, 390, 42^^ 
421, 426, 525, 532, 548. 

Dowager Duchess of. See Montagu. 

Buchan, Earl of, 167, 215 ; death of, 453. 

Dr. James, 9. 

Peter, Peterhead, 289. 

Buchanan, Hector Macdonald, 4 n., 21, 
136, 214, 235, 270, 320, 331, 363, 4n5. 

James Macdonald, 406. 

Miss Macdonald, of Dnimmaki]], 3 

and n., 67, 224, 235. 

Major, of Gambusmore, 333, 355. 

Mr., Scott’s amanuensis, 500, 5n3. 

Buckingham, Duchess of, 181. 

Buckingham’s assassination, 555. 

Bugnle, Signor, 325. 

Burchard, Captain, 250. 

Burke, Edmund, 390, 398. 

trial of, 417 ?i., execution, 421, 423, 

435; Patterson’s “collection of anet*- 
dotes,” 447. 

Burleigh House, visit to, 178. 

Burn, Mr., architect, 325 and n, 386, 540. 

Burnet, George, funeral of, 500. 

Burney, Dr., anecdote regarding, 2u2, 
399 and n. 

Burns, Col. James Glencairn, 545. 

Robert, 130, 181 ; Scott's adftiira- 

tion for, 211 ; skill in patching up uid 
Scotch songs, 290. 

Tom, Coal Gas Committee, 365, 

Burrell, a teacher of drawing, 88. 

Bury, Lady Charlotte (Campbell), 181, 
465, 472. 

Butcher, Professor, 72 n. 

Butler, Lady Eleanor, 374 n. 

Byers, Colonel, 294. 

I Byron, Lord, notes, 1 ; memoirs, 6 ; char- 
acteristics of, 7-9 ; lunch at Long’s in 
1816, 39 ; views of the Greek question, 
165; Moore’s request for letters, 415, 
474; allusion to early attachment, 
474 ; MSS., 539. 

Cadell, Francis, 498. 

Robert, of Constable k Co., meet- 
ing with Bullantyne and Constable, 9 ; 
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on affairs in London, 12; sympathy 
for Scott, 37 ; advice to Scott, 63 ; es- 
trangement from Constable, 56-56; 
the sanctuary, G6, G9, ^'7, 142; prom- 
ised the Chronicles^ 142, 162; second 
instalment on Chro^iicles^ 175 ; eighth 
volume of J^apoleon, 224 ; 2'ales of a 
Grandfather, 203 ; second edition of 
Napoleon, 274; equally responsible 
with Constable and Balhmtyne, 280 
71 . ; General Gourgaiid, 290 ; copyright 
of novels, 297 ; Scott’s opinion of, 299 ; 
visits London, 315, 318; copyright, 
318; second series Chro7iieIes, 319, 
323 ; copyrights, 327 ; dissatisfied with 
the Ch7'otiicles, 328, 329, 330 ; plans 
for acquiring copyrights, 332; their 
purchase, 334-335 ; new edition of 
Tales of a Gra7idfat?iet\ 338, 343, 346, 
340, 350 ; the Magnum, 352, 354; pro- 
posals for three novels, 370; third 
edition of Tales of a Grandfather, 370; 
plans for the Magnum, 372, 378 ; suc- 
cess of Fair Maid of Pe^'th, 406, 406 ; 
trustee for Ballantyne, 430 ; Hearth’s 
letter, 431; prospectus of Magnum is- 
sued, 434 ; Scott’s efforts in behalf of, 
43^; and reciprocation, 436 ; opinion 
of Amie of Geierstehi, 436, 437, 454, 
460 ; prospects of Magnum, 462, 464, 
468, 469 ; in treaty for Poetical TForA’,9, 
470, 472 ; Magnum, 473, 474, 477, 480, 
486; a faithful pilot, 489; twelfth vol- 
ume of Magnum, 491, 496; Preston- 
pans, 497 ; new copyrights, 506, 507 ; 
at Abbotsford, 609 n.-, remonstrates 
against a new Malacki, 512; Scott’s 
visit, 619 ; copyrights, 526 ; bad 
delta, 534, 646, 660, 600, 574, 576, 
686-586. 

Cjesarias, Sir Ewain, grave, 374. 

Calais, 186, 196. 

Cambridge Master of Arts, 'anecdote of, 
403, 

^‘Cameria,” 690. 

Cameron of Lochiel, 284. 

Cmnilla, a novel, 399 

Campbell Airds, 363. 

: Saddell, 363. 

Sir Archibald, of Succoth, 9, 348. 

General, of Lochnell, 331. 

— — Sir James, of Ardkinglas, Memoirs, 
113 n.,209. 

Colonel, of Blythswood, 295. 

• Thomas, at Min to, 41 ; character- 

ized, 141, 268; in great distress, 386. 

Walter, 361. 

Canning, George, 17, 176, 201, 203, 249, 


260, 258, 276, 311, 380; his death, 
286-287. 

Canterbury, Archbishop of (Howley), 381 
and n . ; (Tait), 275 and w. 

Capua, 689. 

Caradori, Madam, 469, 472. 

Carlisle, 373-374, 404. 

Carlyle, Thomas, 379 

Carmine Church of Santa Maria, SOC- 
597. 

Carnarvon, Lord, 279, 297. 

Carr, Mr. and Misses, 448, 449. 

Carthage, 565. 

Caruana, Don F. (Bishop of Malta), 570. 

Cashiobury, 40t). 

Cassillis, Ayrshire, 410. 

Casteilamare, 579, 

Castle Campbell, 410. 

Street, “Poor 39,” 77, 87-88, 100, 

142. 

Castlereagh. Sec Londonderry. 

Cathcart, Captain, 428. 

Cauldshields, 149; Loch, 158. 

Cay, John, 14, 21. 

Cayley, Sir John, 327. 

Celtic Society, proseut of a broadsword, 
61; dinner, 349, 437. 

Ceuta, 562. 

Chalmers, Dr., on Waverly Novels, 112- 
113 n. 

Chambers, Robert 318, 426. 

William, 325 n. 

Chantry, Sir Francis, 76, 390 ?/. ; Seott 
sits for second bust, 394, 397. 

Charlcote Hall, 376. 

Charles v. and Algiers, 563. 

Edward, Prince, and the ’4 5 at Cul- 

loden, 72-73, 534. 

Charpentier, Madame (Ladv Scott’s moth- 
er), 121. 

Chatham, Lord, 397. 

Chaworth, Mary, 550 and n. 

Cheapo, Douglas, 212 and n. 

George, 479, 495. 

Cheltenham, 205. 

Chessmen from Lewis, 552 and n. 

Chevalier, M., 190. 

Chiefswood, summer resichmcc' of Mr. 
and Mrs. Lockhart, 110, 156, 171, 289. 
462. 

Chiswick, 394. 

Christie, Mr. and Mrs. 203. 

Ch'07dcles of the Canongatc, first series : 
commencement, 129 ; progress, 138, 
139, 274, 298 7i., 313 n . ; completion 
and publication, 314 w., 51-53 ; second 
series, in progress, 816, 319, 325 ; fin- 
ished in April, 1828, 378 and n. 
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Chronigues Rationales, Jacques de La- 
lain, Bl. 

Civic Crown, the, 7. 

Clan Ranald, the, 77. 

Clanronald’s story of Highland credulity, 
321. 

Clarence, Duke of, 171, 276. 

Clarendon’s collection of pictures, 400. 

Clarkson, Dr. James, 43, 249, 613. 

Dr. Eben, 872 and n., 618. 

Cleasby, Mr., 446, 447. 

Cleghorn, Hugh, 266 and n. 

Clephane, Mrs. and Miss Maclean, 73, 
296, 492. 

Clerk, Sir George, 268. 

Miss E., death of, 62. 

Lieut. James, 481. 

William, prototype of Darsie Lati- 
mer, 30, 40, 67, 79, 86, 89, 140, 144, 
146, 146, 214, 223, 233, 239, 241, 258 
264, 276, 322, 324, 340, 366, 360, 361, 
405, 406, 410, 413, 421, 424, 472, 477, 
481, 619 nr, sketch of, 1; chambers 
in Rose Court, 86 ; as a draughtsman, 
88 ; dinner party, 240 ; Gourgaud, 290, 
291, 294 ; on the judges’ salaries, 464 ; 
letter from, 472 n. 

Baron, 264, 413, 476. 

Clerk’s, John, Raval Tactics, 2 n, 

Clive, Lord, 386, 393. 

Clonfert, Bishop of, 695-696. 

Club, the, 86 n., 600. 

Clunie, Rev. John, 836' and n. 

Coal Gas Co., 261, 262, 360, 865. 

Coalstoun Pear, 461 and n. 

Cochrane, Mr., of the Foreign Review, 
464. 

Cockburn, Lord, 210 ; the poisoning wom- 
an, 236 n . ; 318, 417 n. 

Sir George, 182 ; his journal, 184. 

Robert, 10. 

Cockenzie, 498. 

Codman, Mr., of Boston, 463. 

Cohen. See Palgrave. 

Coke of Norfolk. See Leicester. 

Colburn, Mr. Henry, and the Garrick Pa- 
pers, 380; Huntly Gordon and the 
Religious discourses, 348. 

Coleridge, Sir John Taylor, 14, 17 w. 

S. T., 382, 396 n., 571 and n. 

Collyer, tutor to Count Davidoff, 10, 30, 
371. 

Colman, Mr., 830, 390. 

Colne, the, 400. 

Colquhoun, John of Killermont, 494. 

Commission on the colleges in Scotland, 
168. 

Comnosition, mode of, 74, 


Compton, Lady, 290 and n., 294, 29o. 

Conjuring story, 660-561. 

Conradin, 672 and 7i., 597. 

Constable & Co., position in Nov. 1825, 6 ; 
bond for £6000 for relief of H. and 
R., 20; confidence in London house, 
89 ; the origin of the Magnum, 42 ; 
anxiety, 45, 47 ; mysterious letter 
from, 61; H. and R.’s dishonoured 
bill for £1000, 52 ; the consequences of 
the fall, 63 ; Malachi, 83 ; affairs, 62, 
69, 134, 248; “Did Constable ruin 
Scott 280 71. ; creditors, 299, 331 ; 
debts, 463, 585. 

Archibald, confidence in H. and R., 

9, 38 ; in London, 51 ; interview with 
Scott on Jan. 24th, 1826, 68 ; and on 
Feb. 6th, 68 ; and on March 14th, 99 ; 
power of gauging the value of literary 
property, 176 ?i. ; death, 280. 

George, 476 7i., 497. 

ConstahUs Miscellany, dedication to 
George iv., 38 n. 

Contemporary Club, 147. 

Conversation, English, Scotch, and Irish, 

2 , 161 . 

Conyngham, Lady, 182. 

Cooper, J. Fenimore, The Pilot, at the 
Adelphi, London, 183 ; meets Scott at 
Paris, 193; publishing in America, 
193, 194, 195 ; letter to Scott, 345 n . ; 
Scott reads Red Rovei', 846 ; Prai- 
rie, 349, 887; Mme. Mirbel’s portrait 
of Scott, 442 n. 

Mr., an actor, 263. 

Copyrights of Waverlev Novels, purchase 
of, 328, 329, 331, 332 ; bought, 334. 

Corby Castle, 374. 

Corder’s trial, 496. 

Corehouse, 296, 296. 

Cork, freedom of, to Scott, 44. 

Cornwall, Barry. See Procter. 

Corri, Natili, 406 and n. 

Coulter, Provost, 111 and n. 

Count Robert of Pai'is, origin of, SI ; 
condemned by Cadell and Ballantvne, 
641. 

Court of Sessions, new regulations, 185. 

Coutts, Mrs., afterwards Duchess of St. 
Albans, 12, 13, 58, 182; letter from, 
272 71. 

Covenanters, Scott and the, 540 n. 

Cowan, Alexander, 62, 63, 330, 429, 534. 

Chas., Reminiscences, 655 n. 

Cowdenknowes, visit to, 172. 

Cowper, Mr., 587. 

Crabbe, Mr., 218, 380 n. 

1 Craig, Sir James Gibson, 280 n., 319 n. 
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Craigcrook, 466. 

Cramond 240. 

Oranipton, Sir Philip, lo8 n. 

Oranstouii, George, Lord Corehouse, Dean 
of Faculty, 134 and n., 145, 233, 241 ; 
Scott’s visit to Coreliouse, 205, 350 ; 
Mmde v. Mauk., 416. 

Henry, 155 and 240, 443. 

Craven, Mr. Keppel, 676. 

Crighton, Tom, 160. 

Cringletie, Lord. Sec Murray, J. W. 

Crocket, Major, 238. 

Croker, Crofton, 182, 186. 

J. Wilson, 17, 1U2, 202, 251, 382, 

384, 388, 422, 442, 443, 476 ?/., 540; 
on Malachi^ 102, 106; Duke of Clar- 
ence, 171, 108, 200; dinner at the Ad- 
miralty, 201. 

Culross, excursion to, 494, 405. 

Cumberland, Richard, 85. 

Citmnor Hall^ 423. 

Cimliffe, Mr., 370. 

Cunningham, Allan, 182, 185, 388 n., 305, 
307, 400; Scott’s opinion of, 200. 

Curie, James, Melrose, 45, 127. 

Mrs., funeral at Kelso, 49. 

Cutler, Sir John, 46, 

Daily Routine, 523, 528. 

Dalgleish, Sir Walter’s butler, 43, 85. 

Dalhousie, George, ninth Earl of, sketch 
of, 336; Bannatyne Club, 429, 444,445 ; 
public dinner to, 463. 

Dalkeith House, pictures at, 325 ; visit 
to, 410. 

Dallas, Mr., 419. 

Dalryinple, David, Weathull, 407 and //. 

Sir John, 258, 327, 428. 

Lady Hew llariiilton, 174. 

Dandie Dinmont terriers, 107 ; Ginger, 
879 ; Spice, 520. 

Danvers, by Hook, 278 n. 

D’Arblay, Madame, 202, 300, 

D’Arcon, Chevalier, 561 //. 

“ Darsie Latinu'r.” /SW’ Clerk, W. 

Dasent, Sir George, 447 )i. 

Dauphine, Madame la, 104. 

Daveis, Chas. S., 408 and ?/., 400. 

Davidoff, Count, 10, 30, 42, 138, 143; 
280, 202, 310, 325, 331, 371, 471 v. 

Denis, the Black Captain, 1 13, 310. 

Davidson, Prof., of Glasgow, 481. 

Davis, Mrs., 306. 

Davy, Lady, 380, 382, 393, 533 ; Sketch 
of, 68, 09 and 

Dawson, Captain, 419, 506. ■ 

Dead friends to be spoken of, 120. 

“ Death of Hector I” 308. 


Dee, Dr., 551. 

Defoe, criticism, 253 255. 

Delicteriis, Chevalier, 675, 576. 
Demonolog if y Tht\ 488, 492. 

Dempster, Geo., of Dunnichen, 442. 

George and Mrs., of Skibo, 250 and 

n,y 439 and ??., 442, 

Dependants at Abliot.sford, 346 n. 
D’Escars, Duchess, 184. 

Descendants of Scott, 590, BOO. 

De Here, 273, 

Devonshire, Duke of, 105, 303, 301. 
Diary, custom of keeping, 341, 

Dibdin, Dr., 385. 

Dickinson, John, of Nash Mill, 204, 401. 
Disraeli, Benjamin, 14, 15 ; T/em?? GOvy, 
264. 

Distance ! what a Magician ! U 1. 
Dividemls, declarations of, 325. 

Dixon’s G airlock^ 322 n. 

Dobie, Mr., 358. 

Dogs take a hare on Sunday, 173. 

Don, Dowager f/idy, 62, 

Sir Alexander, 41, 74; sketch of, 

1 13 ; death, 1 14 ; funeral, 1 15. 
Doomof Ikvorgoily 60, 60 ?e.,405 a., 455. 
Douglas, Archibald, first Lonl, 18 and n, 

—second Lord, 418 and n. 

(’aptain, K.N., 418. 

Charh‘S, 150, 204. 

— — David, Ijorii K<*ston, 84. 

Dr. James, of Kel.»o, 3tU. 

Sir Jolin Scott, 1 14, 1 15. 

Hon. Thos. Srt Selkirk. 

J)<>u,sfe7'Hwiv< ly a, 144. 

Dover, Huron, 394 ami n. 
t Dover CHIT, 10 7. 

Dragut’s Point, 567 and n. 

Dnimlanrig, visit to, 158, HOt. 
Drummond, Mrs,, of Autt-nil, 191, 199.. 

Hay. Ntr Hay. 

Dryburgii Abbey, 3.40 

Dmlley, Lord, 198, 3.24 n., 3V0, 553. 

Dumergue, (3iarlcs, 381, 395. 

Miss, 181, 185, :;78. 

Duncan, (?aj>tain Henry, 5 18, 553. 
Dumlas, Henry, 32, 442. 

Rwb(‘rt, of Arni.^t.on, 38, 21 ‘2, 2 '.i, 

322, 335, 337, 439, 441, 531. 

Sir Robert, of Hctednvood, 4 and u, 

16, 94, 05, 132, 262, 356, 421, 122, 437, 
459, 460, 461,489. 

William, tin; Itight Hon., fjord Reg- 
ister, 307, 322, 335, 429. 

Sir Lawrence, 219. 

Hon, Rob(;rt, son of H«‘Cond Loid 

Melvilhg 171. 

Robert, Adam, 170, 335, 
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Dunfermline, Lord. See Abercromby. 
Duras, Mr., 194. 

Durham, Bishop of. See Van Mildert. 

Baronial Hall, 302. 

Mr. and Mrs., of Calderwood, 336. 

Duty, 108, 114, 127, 132, 133, 163, 154, 
165, 156, 170, 173, 246, 248, 268, 271. 

Eckford, John, 400, 443. 

“Economics,” 13. 

Edgcumbe, Hon. Mrs. George, 394 n. 
Edgewell Tree, 461 and n. 

Edgeworth, Henry King, 284. 

Miss, 164, 280 n. 

Edinburgh Academy, discussion on hog- 
ging, 211 ; pronunciation of Latin, 225, 
226. 

Life Assurance Company, 32. 

Review^ editorship of, 467 and n. 

Bdmonstoune, James, 481. 

Edwards, Mr., 364, 366. 

Elcho, Lord, and Prince Charles-Edward, 
72, 73. 

Eldiii, Lord, 228. 

Elections expenses, 178, 304. 

Elgin, Lord, 419, 834 ; imprisonment in 
France, 96, 209. 

Elibank, Lord, on English and Scotch 
lawyers, 98, 99. 

Elizabeth de Bruce^ 224, 226. 

Elliot, Sir Gilbert, 320. 

Sir William, of Stobbs, 114, 115. 

Lady Anna Maria, 85 and u., 156 

and n., 291, 308, 476. 

Ellis, Lady Georgiana, 394, 396. 

Mr. Agar. See Dover. 

Charles, Lord Seaford, 18, 191, 299 

and n. 

George, 161, 286, 341. 

Mrs. George, 337, 341. 

Colonel, 837. 

Rev. William, missionary to Mada- 
gascar, 477. I 

Elphinstone, Mountstuart, 173. 

Sir R. H. D., 472 n. 

Emus, 278. 

“Epicurean pleasure,” 7. 

Erdody, Count, 647. 

Erskine, Lord, 189, 463. 

David, of Cardross, 363. 

Henry, 453. 

William, Lord Kinnedder, 40 «., 50, 

60 n, 384 ; destruction of Scott’s let- 
ters, 648. 

the Misses, 269, 347, 419, 53o, o36. 

H. David, 464. 

Emty on Highlands, 270, 273. 

Essex, Earl of, 400. 


Euthanasia, instances of ; Dr. Black, Tom 
Purdie, 547. 

Evelina, 399. 

Exeter, 178. 

Exhibition of pictures, 363, 360. 

Expenses, 346. 

Fair Maid of Perth commenced, 3 1 6, 33 i ; 
progress, 355 ; publication,378 u.\ suc- 
cess of, 405. 

Falkland Palace, 478. 

Fancy Ball, 363, 364. 

Fauconpret, M., 298. 

Featherstone, Mr., 230. 

Felix, Colonel, 550, 551. 

Fellenburg, E. de, 493 and n. 

Ferguson, Prof. Adam, 449, 513. 

Sir Adam, 30, 122, 216, 217, 220, 

233, 238, 239, 273, 307, 308, 309, 310, 
312, 313, 413, 424, 444, 472 w., 481, 
483, 484 11., 492, 494, 495, 497, 511, 
522; Bonnie Dundee, 43, 45; Xew 
Year’s Day dinner, 47; fall from horse, 
236; dinner at W. Clerk’s. 240, 241; 
tour in Fife, 264, 265 ; at Blair- Adam, 
477. 

Colonel, 106, 108, 112, 121, 122, 

149, 155, 157, 164, 165, 170, 173, 233, 
245, 253, 254, 256, 277, 293, 297, 326, 
366, 379, 429, 447, 454, 459, 474, 483, 
510, 522 ; Hogmanay dinner, 45 ; notes 
about Indian affairs, 298, 308, 309; 
meet of the hounds at Melrose, 310. 

Captain John, 245, 256, 338, 344, 

431, 510; return from Spanish Main, 
244 ; dines at Abbotsford, 298. 

Miss Isabell, death, 510, 511. 

Miss Margaret, 45, 104 and n., 173, 

421, 459. 

Miss Mary, 45 ; death of, 42f>, 421. 

: the Misses, 32, 45, 104. 

James, 235, 452, 481. 

Fergusson, Sir James, 91. 

^ Dr., 385. 

Ferrars of Tamworth, 374. 

Ferrier, James, 65 n., 223 and n.i death 
of, 419, 420. 

Miss, 499 ; visit to Abbotsford, 541. 

Ferronays, Miss De la, 578. 

Fevershara, Lord (Buncombe), 302. 

Fiddle or Fiddle-stick, 99. 

Fielding’s farce, Tamhle-doien Did\ To ?i. 

Fine Arts, poetry and painting, 75, 76. 

Fitzgerald, Yesey, 200. 

Fitz-James, Duke of, 194. 

Fhihault, Count de, 190. 

Fletcher, Rev. Mr., 477. 

Fleurs, 291. 
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Floddenficld^ 300. 

Foley, Sir Thomas, r)5'l. 

Foote, Miss, 260. 

Foote’s Coze)ic)\s, 380. 

Forbes, Viscouut, saved by his dog, 11. 

Baron, 463, 461, f)00. 

Hon. John, 352. 

Captain, 557. 

— - Sir John, 24. 

John Hay. JScr Lord J\ledwvn. 

Sir William, offers ot us.sistance, 

54 and ?/. ; sketch of, 61, 315, 363. 

George, 260, 430. 

William, of Medwvii, 446 ujni n., 

447. 

Foreigners at Abbotsford, 0, 167. 

Forest Club, Scott dines with, 300. 
Fortune, a mechanist, 520 and n. 

Foscolo, TJgo, sketched, 10. 

Foiiche, Baron, 101. 

Fox, Charles J., anecdote of, 380, 30U. 
Foy’s book, and the Buko of Wellington, 
303, 304. 

Francklin, Colonel, 477. 

FranJkemtdn^ 112 n.; drainatiscti, 263. 
Franks, Mr., 05. 

Freeling, Sir Francis, 384. 

French Press, censors of the, 309. 

Frcre, J. Hooldiiim, 560 and ??., 570, 571. 
Fuller, John, M.F. for Surivy, 300 and )i. 
Funerals, dislike to, 111, 116. 

Fusliie Bridge Inn, 314 and 
Future Life, speculations on, 28-30. 

Gaeta, 590. 

Galashiels, 511. 

Galignani, Mr., Paris, 187, 188 n.\ olVer 
for Fapoleon, 195. 

Galitzin, Priiicess, 192, 193, I9r», 28.5, 
442 and n. 

Gallois, M., 187 and 189, 190, 194. 
Galt’s Omai, 84 n., 132, 130; Spiinrift\ 
484 ; Lawrie Todd^ 502. 

Gardening, ornamental, essay on, for the 
Qtmrterhf^ 316. 

Garrick, David, Prloale corrcspondtHCt 
of, 162, 330 n. 

Mrs., anecdote of, 13S n., 552, 553. 

Garstang, 374. 

Gattonside, 155 and n. 

Goll, Sir William, 572 n., 573, 575 ?o, 
576, 578, 580, 582, 583,, 590. 

Genie and author, a Dialogue^ 44o, 441. 
George ii., anecdote of, 391, 392. 

III., anecdote of, 307. 

IV., Scott at Windsor, 182; Seutt 

dines with, 391 ; statue, 462; death, 
498. 


George, Prince, of Gumberhind, 395. 

Gibraltar, 560, 562. 

Gibson, John, jr., W. S., 52 and ; ei ed- 
itor.s agree to private tru.-t, <>1 ; nuict- 
ing with Scott, Cowan, and Hallanlyne, 
62, 63 ; creditors' approval, 66, ; lends 
S.‘ott .4^240, GS, 79; Constable’s affairs, 
l«i6; Constahhds claims, 132, 134; 
sale of 39 Castle Street, 142, 162, 174 ; 
Mi.'^s Hunie'.s trust, 226, 240; Scott’s 
travelling expenses, 258, 259, 294, 299 ; 
liord Newton’s decision, 311; Almd 
A Soji, 311, 314, 315, 317, 318; value 
of the Waverley copyrights, 318, 3.‘15 ; 
tSl. Fonaids IVt/i, 343; Coal Gas Co., 
360, 365 ; plans for the Maffumn, 372, 
405, 431, 446; preparat ion.s for a sec- 
ond divi<h‘ud, 49lfi, 4tl9, 546. 

Gifford, William, 17 ; funeral of, 222, 223. 

Baron, 135 and n. 

Lady, 548. 

Gigglesvvick Selnxd, captain of, 28. 
Gilbert, J)r. Davies, 388. 

John Graham, 4U> and a., 119, 421, 

423, 473. 

tffllespie, trial of, and senteiua*, 3 1 i) and n, 
Gillian, tlie clan, 308. 

(lillics, Lord, 146). 

Robert Piei'cc, 11i», 247, 254 and a., 

255, 281. 327, 312, 315. 368, 381, 150, 
452, 454, 473; eharaeterisation of, 21 
and n., 22 and //. ; dillieulties, 3:;; 
Scott offer.s Chiefsvvootl, 33 ; iii exl nme 
itv, 35; writes a satin*, 113; a (‘nol 
reejm'St, 171, 175; Ftaultin liiclcic, 176. 
Gilly, Ib-v, William St(i*})hen, 2V7 and n,, 
5;o2. 

Gipsies of tin* Border, 311 n, 

Glasgow, visit to, m September, 1827, 
2‘i5. 

Gleiigavrv’s (h‘ath, :M7. 

Gl<‘norehy, Lady, 393. 

GloucestiT, Bishop of (Dr. Bidhell), 30.5 
and a. 

tiodorich, Lord, 291, IdO /o, 3:;n ami h. 
Godwin, William, 380 , 3'.):;. 

Goetlie, let tin’s from, 23,1 and e., 3,79 //., 
592, 593. 

Goldsmith, Oliver, 391. 

<iooeh. Dr. Roliert, 99, 181, IHl. 

, Gordon, Al(‘xand(‘r, f\)urth Duke of, 
323 n. 

Duke and Duelu'ss, 465, 

liUilv Gi'orgiana, 323 and n. 

d. Watson, 353, 536 and a, 

Sir Win. Cumining, 471 n. 

Major Pryse, Dvrsoual Mcatohw, 284 

and n. 
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Gordon, George Huntly, amanuensis, 45 
and w., 51, 68 and yi.,96, 221,284,286, 
288 ; sermons, 332, 348 and n., 361. 

Gourgaud, General, 195 n., 260, 290 and 
294, 297, 298, 307, 809, 313. 

Gower, Lord Francis Leveson, Poetry, 9 
and n . ; Tale of the Mil\ 232, 297, 380, 
386, 388, 395. 

Lady Frances Leveson, 386 and »i., 

391, 393, 395. 

Graeme, Robert, 258. 

Graham, Sir James, 655, 556. 

Jolm. 8ee Gilbert. 

Lord William, 643. 

of Clavers, 322. 

Miss Stirling, 324, 365, 461 ; l/i/s- 

365 and n. 

Graham’s Island, 665. 

Grahame of Airth, 98. 

Grange, Lady, 419. 

Grant, Sir Francis, 230_ and n . ; sketch 
of, 529, 530; portrait with armor, 
631, 


Hamilton, Robert, 132, 235, 241, 322, 
361, 413, 460, 461, 497. 

Captain Thomas, and Mrs., 143 and 

«., 150, 155, 158, 171, 278, 289, 293, 
309, 331, 474, 475,485; Cyril 
ton, 256.' 

Bailie, 418. 

Hampden, Lady [nee Brown), 297, 322. 

Hampton Court, 162, 398 and ii. 

Handley, G., 104, 121, 201. 

Harper, Mr., gift of emus, 278. 

Harris, Mr., 456. 

Harrison, Colonel, 384, 385. 

I Harrowby, Lord, 335. 

I Hartshorne’s Ancieni Metrical Tales^ 429 
and n. 

Haslewood, Mr., 300. 

Haunted Glen in Laggan, 542. 

Hawthorne, N., on the English, 499 n. 

Hay, Mr., TJnder-Secretary of State, 198. 

E. W. Auriol Drummond, 166 and n., 

366, 367, 421, 426, 428, 430, 433, 465, 
559. 


Grant, Sir Wiliam, 391 and w. 

Mrs., of Laggan, 19, 27 and w., 642. 

Granville, Lord and Lady, 189, 190, 191, 
193, 196. 

Gray, Lord and Lady, 268. 

Greensliields, John, 418 and w., 419. 

Grenville, Right Hon. Thomas, 199 and 
ii., 397'. 

Grcville, Lady Charlotte, 390. 

Charles, 386 n. 

Grey, Lord, 336. 

Grev Mare’s Tail, 161. 

Griffin’s 'Tales of the Munster Festivals, 
368 and oi., 458 and n. 

Grosvenor, Lord, 400. 

Grove, The: Clarendon’s pictures, 400 
and 71. 

G 7 im's, Duke of Fxpedilion— review of, 
in Foreign Quartei'ly, 93 and 7i. 

Gurney, Mr., 396. 

Guthrie’s Memoirs, 345 n. 

Guyzard, M., 267 and n. 

Gwydyr, Lord, 203. 


Haddington, Lop, 
Haigs of Bemerside, 
407. 


426, 447. 

168 n., 255, 290, 309, 


Hailes, Lord, 438, 448. 

Haliburton, David, 149, 151, 399. 

Hall, Captain Basil, 96, 165 n., 208, 224, 
426, 463, 474, 476 w., 536, 554, 556. 
— — Sir James, 226. 

Halliday, Sir A., 461. 

Hamiltoii, Sir William, 19, 293, 427. 
Lady Charlotte, 396. 


Sir John, 28, 231, 862, 431 ; Bank- 
ing Club dinner, 435 ; meeting of the- 
atre trust, 468. 

Robert, Colonial Office, 185. 

Haydon, B., 271, 387 and n., 487. 

Heath, Charles, engraver, 351, 361, 383, 
431, 491. 

Heber, Reginald, 204 ; Jour7i(d, 488 and 

Richard, 14. 

Hedgeley Moor, 306. 

Hemans, Mrs., 488, 484, 485. 

Henderson, Mr., Eildon Hall, his funeral, 
360. 

Henry’s Sis(07'y of Eiigland, 426. 

Hermitage Castle, sketch of, 88. 

Herries, Mr., -293. 

Hertford, Lord, 251. 

Hertfordshire lanes, 400. 

Highland credulity, 321. 

“Highland Society,” and Miss Stirling 
Graham’s Bees, 460, 461. 

Highland Piper, 134. 

Hill, Right Hon. Mr., 571 and 7i. 

Hinves, David, 396 and w. 

History of Scotland, in the Cahhiet Cy- 
clopcedia, 458 and 7i. 

Hobhouse, John Cam, and Moore, 6, 8. 

Hodgson, Dr. F., 204. 

Hoffmann’s Novels, reviewed for Foreign 
Quai'tei'ly, 255, 284. 

Hogarth, George, 52, 282, 400. 

Hoc^g James, breakfasts with Scott, 30, 
31 in difficulties, 78, 124, 224 7/. ; 
loses his farm, 230 ; Royal. Literary 
Society, 256, 296 and n. ; his affair 


39 
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of honour, 300 338, SOY n. ; Six- 

Foot Club, 434 11 . ; the Nodes Amhro- 
siance, 628 ; Scott’s interest in him, 
628 n. 

Robert, 261 and n. 

Hogmanay dinner at Abbotsford, 46. 

Holland, Lady, 394. 

Dr., 185 and n. 

Holyrood, an asylum for civil debtors, 
313 and n. 

Horae, Earl and Countess of, 138 u., 169 
and n. 

John, 315 ; his Works reviewed, 243 

and w., 251. 

Hone’s Evei'y Day Book.^ 600. 

Hood, Sir Samuel, 407 n. 

Hook, Theodore, 198; John Bull^ 198 n. ; 
Sayings and Doings.^ 35'7, 382 n. 

Hoole’s Tasso., 133. ' 

Hope, Genera], the Hon. Sir Alexander, 
297 n. 

Right Hon. Charles, 18, 38 and n., 

361 and n., 469 and n. 

Dr., 293, 413. 

James, W. S., 9, 293 and n. 

John, Solicitor - General for Scot- 
land, 34, 87, 233, 267, 327, 420, 436, 
464 ; chairman to Lockhart’s parting 
entertainment, 22 ; characterised, 32 
and 71. 

Sir John and Lady, of Pinkie, 10, 

63, 461, 466 ; dinner at Pinkie, 361 ; 
“Roman” antiquities, 351. 

Lady Charlotte, 38. 

Hopetoun, Earl of, 267. 

Countess of, 436, 437, 472. 

Horne, Donald, 349. 

Horner, Leonard, 225 and n. 

Horton, Wilmot, 182, 184 and 7i., 186, 
384. 

Hotham, Lady, 669. 

House of Aspen., 431. 

Howden, Mr., 90. 

factor for Falkland, 478. 

Howley, Arcbbp. See Canterbury, 

How to make a critic, 44. 

Hughes, Dr. and Mrs., 67, 181, 184 and 
«., 393, 420. 

John, 204. 

Mr., printer, 430. 

Hulne, Carmelite monastery of, 305, 306. 

Hume, Baron, 223, 232, 262, 276, 331, 
408, 428 and 7i., 468, 

David, burial - place, 69 ; deathbed, 

276 and n . ; Works of, 374. 

Lady Charlotte. See Lady C. Ham- 
ilton. 

Sir John, of Cowdenknowes, 172. 


Hume, Miss, 226. 

Joseph, M.P., 103, 198. 

Mrs., Warwick Castle, 376 and n. 

Hunt, Leigh, The Liberal^ 8 and 7i.,352; 
“anecdotes of Byron,” 369; Byron 
363. ’ ’ 

Mr., English traveller, mur- 
dered, 681. 

Hurst and Robinson, 6 and ?<., 13, 36, 52 
60, 314 n., 334, 335. 

Huskisson, Hon. W., M.F., 176, 201, 203 
384. 

Hutchinson, Mr., 361. 

Huxley, Colonel, 263. 

Imagination, wand of, 44. 

“Imitators,” 179-181. 

Immortality of the soul, 28-31. 

Impey, Mr. and Mrs., 161, 162, 166. 

Inchmahome, 411. 

Inglis, Dr., 226, 365. 

Sir R. II., Bart., 186, 381, 386, 648. 

limes, Mr. Gilbert, 468. 

Inveriiahyle. See Stewart. 

Ireland, Mr., 462. 

Irish Tour, 1. 

Anecdotes, wit, good - humour, ab- 
surdity, 3, 4. 

Irving, Rev. Edward, 386, 463 and 7 i., 
464. 

Mr. (Lord Newton), 162. 

John, 424. 

Washington, 376. 

Itterburg, Count, ex -Crown Prince of 
Sweden, 262 and n. 

Ivanhoe dramatised, 189 and 7i., 476, 476. 

Jacob, William, 380 and n. 

James, G.P.R., letter from, 460 7i., 515 
and 71. 

Jamieson, Dr. John, 150 and 151,429, 

Jardine, Sir Henry, 53, 233, 476. 

Mr. and Mrs., 218. 

Jeanie Deans. See Walker, Helen. 

Jedburgh election, 122, 543. 

Jeffrey, Lord, 237, 262, 408, 467; ad- 
dress on the combination of workmen, 
11 and n., 210; on Wordsworth, 217; 
dinner and guests, 230 ; the poisoning 
woman, 236. 

Jekyll, J., 380. 

Jerviswoode, Lord. See. Baillie. 

Jobson, Mrs., 157, 1 65, 206, 207, 223, 259, 
260, 315. 

Johnson, Dr., 390, 391, 399, 423, 439,441, 
443, 456 ; Evelina, 202 ; epitaph on C. 
Phillips, 282. 

Johnstone- Alva, 611, 526, 634. 
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Johnstone, Mr. Hope, 161. 

Mrs. J., 224 and n, 

Mr. and Mrs., of Bordeaux, 481. 

the Border family, 136. 

JoUie, James, trustee, 52 n.^ 62, 144. 
Jones, Mr., 197. 

Miss, 361. 

Journal, reflections, 1, 20, 21 ; begins to 
tire, 309 ; Johnson’s advice, 443, 456. 

Kain and Carriages^ 89, 90 and n. 
Katrine, Loch, scenery of, 333 and n. 
Keeldar, people of, 305. 

Keepsake, The, 328 n,, 360, 361, 383, 431. 
Keith, Sir Alex., 321. 

William, 19. 

Mrs. Murray, The Highland Widow, 

129. 

Kelly’s Reminiscences reviewed, 121. 
Kelso, visit to, 291. 

Kemble, Charles, 364. 

Stephen, 304. 

Fanny, 493, 497. 

Kendal, 206. 

Kenilworth, visit to, 375 and n. 

Kennedy, Rt. Hon. F., of Dunure, 279 
and n., 496. 

Kent, Duchess of, 395. 

Kerr, Mr. and Mrs. Charles, of Abbotrule, 
371, 493. 

Lord and Lady Robert, 10. 

the Misse.s, 285, 318, 325, 335, 338, 

342, 420, 464, 490. 

of Kippielaw, 168, 177, 220. 

Kinloch, George, of Kinloch, on Malachi, 
146. 

Kinloch’s Scottish Ballads, 241 and n. 
Kinnaird, Douglas, 393. 

Kinnear, Mr., 60, 362, 442. ^ 

Kinnedder, Lord, See Erskiue. 
Kinniburgh, R., 168, 169., 

Kirn Supper, 310 and n, 

Knight, Charles, 376 w. 

J. Prescott, 48, 60, 54 and n. 

Gaily, 3-86. 

Payne, 367. 

Knighton, Sir William, 91 and n., 181 
and n., 199, 319, 388, 481 n. ; letter on 
Constable’s Miscellany, 24 ; dedication 
of Magnum, 391. 

Knox, Dr. Robert, 416, 417 and 421, 
447. 

William, a young poet, 26, 285. 

Kubla-Khan and Hastings, 48. 

Laidlaw, James, 173. 

William, 149, 173, 189, 218, 250, 

256, 398, 433, 434; Scott’s letter to, 


61 nr, summoned to town, 66, 70, and 
71 . ; death and funeral of child, 110; on 
sale of Napoleon, 272 n. ; adventure 
in Gladdies Wiel, 397 7i. ; a walk with 
Scott, 459 ; Tom Purdie’s death, 485 ; 
as amanuensis, 514, 616, 517,521, 522, 
523, 524 ; opinion on Scott’s Essay on 
Reform Bill, 625, 527, 628 ; at CouiU 
Robert, 533; smites the Rock, 536; 
Scott’s illness, 644, 585. 

Laine, M., French Consul, 482. 

Laing, David, 263, 333, 389. 

Laiug-Meason, Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert, 571 
and n., 579. 

Laird's Jock, 328 n. 

Lambeth, 548. 

Landseer, Edwin, 420 ; picture of dogs, 
75, 76, 323 ; “ Study at Abbotsford,” 
351, 353. 

Lang, Andrew, Sheriff-Clerk for Selkirk- 
shire, 355, 526 and n. 

Andrew, ll.d., 526 ?i., 598. 

Lansdowne, Marquis of, 251, 293, 335 ; 
Scott dines with, 382, 383. 

Lardner, Dr., 464, 456, 462, 474, 475, 
484. 

Latin, Scottish pronunciation of, 257. 

Latouche, Mrs. Peter, 496, 503. 

, Lauder, Sir T. Dick, 425, 470 and ?i. 

I Laughter, natural and forced, 39. 

Laurie, Sir Peter, 885. 

Lauriston,near Edinburgh, 196,826 and n. 

Marquis de, 196. 

Law as a profession in Scotland, 23, 24. 

Lawrence, Captain, 556. 

Sir Thomas, 182, 184, 185, 198, 302, 

387 ; portrait of Scott, 203, 254. 

Lebzeltern, Countess de, 574. 

Leicester, Earl of, 397. 

Le Noir, M,, 10. 

Leopold, Prince, 395. 

Leslie, C. R., 76 ; his portrait of Scott, 
48 and 

Lessudden House, 487, 503. 

Letters, arrangement of, 286. 

Levis, Duke de, 448 and n. 

Lewis, M. G., 5, 386 ; Lewis and Sheri- 
dan, 60 71 . ; Journal, 309. 

Mr., method of improving hand- 
writing, 145. 

Leyden, John, 141, 227. 

L'homme gui cherche, 118, 243.’ 

Librarv, enchanted, 204, 440. 

Liddell, Dr., 662, 570. 

Hon. Henry, 301, 533, 547. 

Misses, 304. 

Light come, light go, 67. 

Lilliard’s Stone, 254 and n. 
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Lions ill Ed4nbur.gh, 144, 231 ; “ Lions,” 
412. 

Lister, T. H., Oranhy, 106 

Liston, Sir Robert, 408. 

Literary Society, 386. 

Litigation in the Sheriff Courts, 31. 

Liverpool, Lord, 175, 202, 236. 

Livingstone, Rev. Mr., 418. 

Llandaff, Bishop of, 393. 

Loch, Mrs., 161. 

John and James, 397, 400, 443. 

Locker, E. H., 175 and n., 185 and n. 

Lockhart, Jolin G-., 1, 21, 247, 249, 263, 
274, 296, 301, 315 319, 327, 330, 

359, 363, 377, 379, 385, 390, 392, 393, 
399, 409, 415, 416, 420, 461, 473, 481, 
489 and ?i., 490, 547, 550, 585 ; the 
Quarterly Review^ 14-1 6; Blackwood's 
Magazine^ 16-18; parting entertain- 
ment, 22 ; London, 22 ; Scott’s confi- 
dence in and affection for, 26 ; Mala- 
c7w, 91, 110; on Sir Walter’s style, 
116 ; Hook, 198 and n. ; Scott’s letter, 
home politics, 250 n. ; Hogg, 256 ; ac- 
count of Gillies, 264 ; Portobello, 269 
and n. ; Abbotsford, 285, 287; Kelso, 
291; Garrick papers, 330 and ; 
Brighton, 393 ; Life of Burm^ 402 ; 
Auchinrath, 418; Edinburgh, 418; 
Dalkeith, 420; Stewart papers, 424; 
letter from Scott regarding illness, 
Feb. 1820, 488 n.\ Chiefswood, 492; 
Hogg, 528 and n. ; accompanies Scott 
to Douglas, 544, 545. 

Mrs., 15, 21, 22, 31, 33, 99, 101, 127 ; 

birth of a son Walter, 117; Abhots- 
fgrd, 282, 340; birth of a girl, 342; 
Brighton, 382, 553. 

J. Hugh (the Hugh Littlejohn of 

the Tales of a Grandfather)^ 21, 22, 
101, 141, 179, 200, 274, 383, 395, 396, 
407, 473, 476, 483, 489, 492 ; death, 
574 and n. 

Walter Scott, 117; death, 127 and 

n., 483. 

Charlotte, 489 and n. 

Dr. and Mrs., 502. 

Lawrence, 295. 

Richard, 24; death of, 258. 

William, 22, 178, 184, 418, 426. 

William Elliot, 401 and w., 626. 

Logan’s Sermo'^is and Poerns^ 13 and 
109. 

Londcsborough, Lord, 452 n. 

London, Scott’s visit to, in October, 1826, 
179-185; in November, 1826, 197- 
204; in April, 1828, 877-400; in •Sep- 
tember, 547: October, 1831, 547. 


Londonderry, second Marquis of, 190, 
286; Memoirs 

Third Marquis of, 302, 303,304, 311, 

390, 549. 

Fourth Marquis of, 307. 

Lady Emily, 388. 

Longman & Co., Woodstock^ 114; Ameri- 
can Copyright, 201 ; iVhpo/con, 224, 227, 
274 ; St. Royian's Welf 344 ; Encyclo- 
pcedia^ 450 ; copyright of poetry, 464 ; 
agrees to sell poetry, 469; sale com- 
pleted, 479. 

Lothian, Marquis of, 302, 305, 306, 307, 
.360, 419. 

Louvre, the, 188. 

Lovaine, Lord, 459. 

Low, Alexander, History of Scotland^ 493 
and 01 . 

Lowndes, 399. 

Lucy, Sir Thomas, 376. 

Luscar, 494. 

Lushington, Mr., 584. 

Luttrell, Henry, 182. 

Lyndliurst, Lord, 175, 250. 

Lyons of Gattonside, 441. 

Lyttelton, W. H., 393. 

M‘Allistkr, Gkneiial, 278. 

Macaulay’s History of St. Kilda^ 419 
and 71. 

MacBarnet, Mrs., 373. 

M‘Cormick, Dr., 497. 

! M‘Crie, Dr. Thomas, on Old Mortality. 
540 n. 

Macclesfield, 205. 

Macculloch, David, of Ardwcll, 5 and ?i., 
155, 223. 

James, 462. 

Macdonald, L., sculptor, 516. 

Mareschal, 76 ?n, 193, 195. 

Macdonell of Glengarry, 76 and vn, 77. 

Macdgugal, Celtic Society, 61. 

Macduff Club, 477. See Jilair-Adain. 

Macduff’s Castle, 266. 

Macka}', Mr., from iredand, 356, 357. 

Makay, Rev. Dr. Macintosli, 354 and ?i., 
355, 409, 426, 46-1, 465, 469, <152; 
Cluny Maepherson’s papers, 354 ; Irish 
MS., 465 and oi. 

MacKenzie, Captain, 72d Regiment, 308. 

Mackenzie, Colin, of Portinon', 4 ?/., 9, 5:i, 
56, 80, 85, 89, 95, 114, 270, 271, 309, 
493; character, 21 ; family, 141; .son 
of, 204 ; new acad(uiiy, 275 ; illnc.ss, 
331 ; Deputy Keej)er of Signet, retire- 
ment from oflice, 346, 427 ; death, 501 
and n. ; lines by, 546. 

Hay, of Cromarty, 533. 
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Mackenzie, Henry, 2V ; sketch of, 28 ; his 
edition of Home’s Wovh% 243 ; death 
616. 

Lord, 136 and ?i., l69, 407-. 

Sutherland, 821. 

William, 267. 

Mrs. Stewart, 407. 

Mackenzie’s Hotel, 519, 

Mackintosh, Sir James, 72, 879,447, 450, 
462. 

Maclachan, Mrs. and Miss Bell, 622. 
M'Laurin, Colin, 493. 

Macleod, Lord, 563. 

Alex., advocate, 358. 

Mrs., 653. 

MXab of that Ilk, 240 and w. 
Macpherson, Captain, 373. 

Cluny, papers, 364, 368, 364; visit 

to Edinburgh Castle, 436, 443, 464. 
Macqueen, Robert. See Braxfield. 
Macturk, Captain, of St. Honan's Well^ 
317. 

Magnum Opus prospectus issued, 434, 
436; printing of the, 454; success of, 
460,467,-468 and 7i. ; Twentieth vol. 
issued, 607. 

Mahon, Lord, 388 n. 

Maida, the deer-hound and the artists, 48, 
*107, 392 w., 673. 

Maitland, Frederick, capture of Bona- 
parte, 93, 96 and n. 

Miss, 472 n. 

Club, 434. 

Makdougall, Lady Brisbane, 163. 

Malachi Malagrowther, letters, 80, 81, 82 
and «., 87, 89-98, 103. 

Malcolm, Sir John, 202, 552, 563 and n. 
Malta, 652, 666, 570. 

Maltby, Dr., 386, 391. 

Manchester, 206, 561. 

Duke of, 394. 

Mandrill’s Memoirs^ 66 and oi. 

Mansfield, 236. 

Mar, Earl of, 299. 

Marjoribanks, Mr. and Mrs. C., 399. 
Marmion, copyright of, 470, 473. 
Marmont, Marshal, 195. 

Marshall, Mr., 567. 

Marshman, Dr., Serampore missionary, 
227 and n. 

Martin, Davie, 418. 

Mary Queen of Scots, portraits, 3 ; and 
Elizabeth, 31. 

Masaniello, 468, 572 w., 596. 

Matheson, Peter, 148 and 7i. 

Mathews, Charles, Comedian, 31, 38 ; Ab- 
botsford, 49,50, 61 and n. 

0. J., 49 and n. 


Matutinal inspiration, 72, 523. 

Maxwells, the, 136. 

Maxpopple. See Scott of Raeburn. 
Maywood, Mr., 263. 

Meadowbank, Lord, 449, 537. 

Meason, Mr. See Laing-Meason. 

Meath, Earl of, and the Duke of Wel- 
lington, 322, 389. 

Medwyn, Lord, 85, 144 and 9i., 257, 446 
w., 496, 520. 

Meleager, story of, 583. 

Melville, Lord and Lady (second Vis- 
count), 4, 9, 10, 16, 94, 95, 133, 147, 
176, 198, 201, 250, 293, 317, 321, 379, 
396, 397, 498 ; Mrs. Grant’s pension, 
18, 19 ; Malachi^ 94 ; Roxburgh elec- 
tion, 116; colleges in Scotland, 168 ; 
Bannatyne Club, 269 ; resignation, 275, 
276 ; reappointment, 276 n. ; fall from 
his horse, 320. 

Sir James, Memoirs^ 241 and «., 262, 

263. 

Menzies, John, of Pitfoddles, 220, 227 
and ?^., 384. 

Mertoun, 116, 149, 215, 290,291, 308. 310, 
345. 

Methodists, 64, 66. 

Meyersdorff, Baron A. von, 442. 

Mildert, Dr. William Van, Bishop of Dur- 
ham, 302 and n. 

Miller, Mr., 377. 

Archibald, W. S., 481. 

Miller’s, General, SoiUh Amenean War^ 
474 and 7i. 

Mills, Scott’s feeling regarding, 232. 
Milman, Dean, 549. 

Miln, Miss, 166. 

Milne, Sir David, 321. 

Nicol, 309, 487, 577 

M., jun., 173, 369. 

Rev. Mr., Quebec, 513, 514. 

Milton, miniature of, by Cooper, 178. 
Minstrelsy of the Seotihh Bordei\ 89 
and n. 

Minto, Gilbert, first Earl of, sketch, 40, 4 1 . 

second Earl, 40, 149, 155; 

Abbotsford, 176, 228, 229, 230, 233, 
234, 279, 383, 384. 

;• Dowager Lady, 279. 

Minute Philosophers, 40. 

Mirbel, Madame, 192, 193, 194, 195,442 n. 
Misfortune sometimes convenient, 110. 
“Misfortune’s gfowding bark,” 123, 
Mitchell, Mr., Greek master, Academy, 

Moir, D. M. (Delta), lines on Leslie’s pict- 
ure, 211 n. 

Moira, Lord, 214. 
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Mol 4, Monsieur de, 196. 

Moncreiff, James, 212 and n. 

Monmouth, Duke and Duchess of, at 
Moor Park, 400. 

“Mens Meg,” 28, 480 and n., 438, 434, 
436, 659. 

Montagu, Lord and Lady, dV, 113 and w., 
116, 172, 443,553, 664. 

Lady Elizabeth (Dowager Duchess 

of Buccleuch), 321 and n. 

Monteath’s Planter reviewed, 290 and n. 

Monteith’s, Earls of, gardeners, 411. 

Monypenny, Alexander, trustee, 62 n. 

David. See Pitmilly. 

Moore, Thomas, 118 and w., 395, 403; 
characterised, 5, 6 ; regard for Scott, 6 
n , ; anecdotes of Byron, 71, 72 and w. ; 
breakfast with Scott, 184, 296 n . ; Life 
of Byron, 363 ; visit to Hampton Court, 
398; Scott sends Byron’s letters, 416, 
450 ; letter to Scott, 474 and n. 

“ Morbus,” the, 112. 

More,J. S., 134. 

Mrs. Hannah, Memoirs^ 139. 

Morgan’s, Lady, G'JOonnel^ 99 and n. 

Morpeth, Lord, 191, 196. 

Morritt, John B. S., of Eokeb/, 67; 
Scott’s visit to, 177 and n., 178 and n . ; 
London dinner party, 381, 382 ; Scott’s 
visit to, 402; Abbotsford, 415, 424 ; 
letter to Scott, 606 n, 

Morton, Earl and Countess of, 360 and n., 
406. 

Moscheles, Mr. and Mrs., 347, 848, 349. 

Moscow, burning of, 286. 

Mother Qoose's Tales, 576, 698. 

Mottoes, for Woodstock, 104; for Count 
Bobe^'t, 619 and 7i. 

Mount Beiiger, Hogg’s farm, 338 n.,352 n. 

MSS. Waverley Novels, 636 and w. 

Mud ford’s P'ive Nights of St. Albans, 
473 and n. 

Munro, Mr., 366. 

Mure, Mrs., of Caldwell, anecdote, 51. 

of Auebendrane’s trial, 405. 

Murrav, Andrew, 163. 

Dr., Oxford, 133 n. 

Lord James, 269. 

Lady Caroline, 427. 

Sir George, 409. 

James Wolfe (Lord Cringletie), 211 

^i.,360. 

John A., 85 and n., 146 and n., 208, 

210, 230 and n., 241, 247, 274, 427, 
482. 

Mrs. John A., 349. 

John, publisher, 14, 15, 330, 378, 

380, 387, 470, 473, 670. 


Murray, John, jun., of Albemarle Street, 
228. 

Sir Patrick, of Ochtertyre, 69 and 

n., 424, 468, 475, 481. 

Peter, of Simprin, 85. 

William, Henderland, 146, 208, 

210 . 

W. H., Theatre Koval, 236 and n., 

239, 240 n., 468, 478. ' 

“ Murder hole,” 367 n. 

Murthly House, 499. 

Musgrave, Captain, 818. 

Music, 25, 282. 

My A%ini Margaret''s Mirror, 325 and n., 
328 71., 378, 383. 

“My spinning-wheel is auld and stiff,” 7. 

Naboclish, 145 and 7i. 

Nairne, Mr., 435. 

Hapier, Colonel, 403. 

Lord, 511. 

Maevey, 467 n. 

Naples, 670, 679, 584, 686, 687, 689. 

Napoleon, Life of, 62 ; finished 8d vol., 
136, 166; vol v. commenced, 157; 
swells to 7 vols., 165, 173 ; Longman’s 
offer, 175; vol vi. finished, 218; vol. 
viii. proposed, 224; Longman’s agree- 
ment, 227; proceeds, 228; Appendhe 
to, 259 ; completion June 7, 263, 267, 
278 ; Brussels reprint, 287 ; prepara- 
tion for a new edition, 344, 345, 464. 

Maria Louise : Lord Elgin’s anec- 
dotes, 97 ; Dr. Shortt, 238, 808 ; on 
the triple alliance, 306. 

Napoleon’s last moments, 89. 

Nares, Archdeacon, 386. 

Nasmyth, Mr., dentist, 167. 

Navarino, battle of, 318. 

“Nell Gwynne’s portrait,” 363. 

Nelson, an amanuensis, 96, 96, 379. 

Neukomin, Mr., 482. 

Newark Castle, 338. 

Newbery, Mr., 343. 

Newenhams, the, 28. 

Newton, Lord, decision, 281, 295, 299, 
311, 326. 

Gilbert S., R.A., 76, 182. 

New Year reflections, 46, 217, 340, 341, 
416, 612. 

Nicoll, Dr., Principal of St. Andrews, 171. 

Nicolson, John, 316 and •)i. 

Miss, 392. 

Nimrod, a deerhound, 242 and n., 45-1 
and n. 

Nocera, two towns of, 484 and w. 

North, Lord, 389. 

Northampton’s, Lady, death, 492, 572. 
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Northcote, James, R.A., 388, 390 and n 
391. 

Northumberland, Duke and Duchess of 
304 and n., 306 and n., 306, 388, 650. 
Nuncomar, Rajah, 392. 

O’Oallaghan, Hon. Sir Robert, IS, 332. 
Oil Gas Company, 4 and n., 27, 28, 232 
259, 264, 267, 319, 320, 330, 406, ’ 

Old Mortality^ 540 n. 

Oliphant, Mrs., 322. 

Olonvne, Count, 10. 

Oran, 562. 

Ormiston, Bell, 372. 

Ormsby, Mrs., 376. 

Osborne, Lord Sydney, 477. 

Mr. and Mrs., 666. 

Owen, Mrs,, 201. 

Oxenfoord Castle, 258, 413. 

Oxford, 203. 

‘ Paestum, 679. 

Paley, Mr., 291. 

Palgrave, Sir Francis, 185 and n., 228. 
Palliser, Sir Hugh, 428. 

Palmerston, Lord, 293, 638. 

Pantellaria, 666. 

Papers mislaid, 23. 

Paris, 1826, 186-196. 

Parker, Miss, 399. 

Parkgate, 159, 160. 

Parr, Dr., 177. 

Parry, Captain, 379. 

Pasta, Madame, 319. 

Paterson, Dr. N., 636 and n. 

R. {Old Morialiiy\ 636 n. 

Walter, 636 n. 

“ Patience, cousin, and shuffle the cards,” 
28. 

Patterson, David, 447. 

John Brown, 316 n. 

PauVs Letters to Ms Kinsfolk^ 197 and 
332 

“ Pearling Jean,” 245 n. 

Peel, Right Hon. Sir Robert, 200, 201, 
*202, 203, 250, 276, 396, 409, 436, 489, 
547 ; Chantrey’s bust of Scott, 394 n. 
Penrith, 205, 374. 

Pentland Hills, admiration of, 317. 

Pepys’ Diary, review of, in Quart 43 
and w., 48, 62, 116 and oi. 

Perceval, Mr., 214, 216. 

Percy, Captain, 469. 

Percy's, William, 800. 

“ Percy’s Cross,” cottages at, 306. 

“ Leap,” 306. 

Pescara, Marquis di, tomb of, 685. 
Peterborough, life of, 451 and n. 


Petrie, H., 228. 

Pettigrew, Dr., 385. 

Pettycur, 266. 

Philips, Mr. and Mrs., 276, 288. 

Sir George, 381, 392. 

Phillips, Sir Richard, 230. 

Phillpotts, Dr., Dean of Chester, 380 and n. 
Phipps, Mrs., 389, 390. 

Pickering, W., 393, 398. 

Pigot, Captain, 553, 654, 656, 557, 563, 

Pinkie House, 351. 

Piozzi, Mrs., 422, 516 and «. 

Piper, Mr., mail contractor, 489. 

Pirate’s heaven, 61. 

Pitcairn, Robert, 464 and 

Pitmilly, Lord, 80 and n., 253 and «., 481. 

Pitsligo, Lord, 449. 

Pitt, Mr., 380. 

William, letters of, 397, 398. 

Planta, Joseph, 284 and n. 

Plantations at Abbotsford, 110, 116, 121. 
Platoff, 191. 

Playfair, John, burial-place, 69, 68 and n. 
Plays, Old, Hector of Get'many^ etc., 153. 
Pleydell, Paul^ 460 496 and n. 

Plunkett, Lord, 12 n. 

Plymouth, 567. 

Pole, Mr, Frederick, 56 and n. 

Politics, interest in, 80. 

Pompeii, 678, 679, 684. 

Ponsonby, Mr., and Lady Sarah 307, 391, 
395. 

Hon. Miss, 374 n. 

Pontey, William, 536. 

Pontine Marshes, 689. 

Porchester’s, Lord, Poenis, 9 and n. 
“Portuous Roll,” 116 ?i. 

Portland, Bill of, 647, 

Portsmouth, 654, 555. 

Potocki, Le Comte Ladislaiis de, 503. 
Potocki’s Manmci'U trouve d Saraposse^ 
295. 

Powis, Earl, 386 and n, 

Preston, Sir Robert, 495. 

Preston pans, visit to, 497. 

Primrose, Lady, 378. 

Prince’s Street Gardens, Edinburgh, 259, 
413. 

Pringle, John, Rector of Fogo, 369. 

Alexander, of Whvtbank, 254, 515, 

525, 526, 639. 

Alexander, junior, of Whvtbank, 30. 

166, 174. 

Janies Torwoodlee, 118 and «., 221, 

372, 625, 526, 

George, of Torwoodlee, 37l, 372. 

Sir John, 345, 353, 610. 
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Pringle, John, of Clifton, 1Y4, 220. 

junior, of Haining, death, 640. 

Krs. Haining, 463. 

Thomas, 185 and n, 

Captain, Battle of Waterloo^ 243, 

424. 

Major, 610, 611. 

Pringles of Stitchel, 612. 

of Yair, 244, 289. 

Prisons, 366, 36'7. 

Procter, Bryan Waller, 143. 

Proud foot, Oliver, 368. 

Prudhoe, Lord, 660. 

Psalmody, Scottish, 2^70 and m., 466 and n. 

Purdie, Tom, 62; “S. W. S.,” 71 w., 100, 
107, 121, 156, 167, 242, 243, 244, 250, 
273, 281, 286, 288, 337, 363, 443, 484 ; 
death of, 486. 

Purgstall, Countess, 165. 

Queensbebry, William Douglas, fourth 
Duke of (» Old Q.”), 12 w., 159 and n. 

Duchess of, Catherine Hyde, 160 «. 

Qiiillinan, Mrs., 392. 

Rae, Sir William, 9 and w., 63 n., 231, 294 
n., 817, 424, 481, 489. 

Lady, 132. 

Raeburn, Sir Henry, his portrait of Scott 
given to Mr. Skene, 87 n . ; portrait of 
Scott for Lord Montagu, 138 n . ; por- 
trait for Constable at Dalkeith, 211, 
220 ; portrait now at Abbotsford, 
616 n. 

Lady, 149. 

Raine’s, St. Cuthbert, 277 n, 

Rammohun Roy, 663 and n. 

Ramsay, Allan, and the Edgewell tree, 
461 and n. 

Dean, 127 and n. 

Lord. See Dalhousie. 

Wardlaw, 420, 423. 

of Barnton, 431. 

Ravensworth, Lord, 301. 

Castle, 301-304. 

Reddhig 118. 

Redgauntlet., 623. 

Rees, Owen, 181, 282, 468, 469, 470. 

Reform Bill, 525, 526, 629, 534, 647-649. 

Remside Moor, 306. 

R6musat, Charles de, 267 and n. 

Count Paul de, 267 and n. 

Rennie, Sir John, 226 and n. 

Renton, Mr., 393. 

Resignation of office as Clerk of Ses- 
sion, 508. 

Reynolds, Sir Joshua, 178 and n. , 391 ; 
Earl of Rnt.hfts’ Portrait. 426. 439. 


Reynolds, Mr. (^The Keepsake\ 356, 361, 
367, 381, 383, 393, 449, 452, 458. 

Rice, Mr. Spring (afterwards Lord Mont- 
eagle), 395. 

Richardson, John, visit to Abbotsford 
and fishing adventure, 292 and ?j., 318, 
448; letter from, to Scott, 454 ; 

Claverhouse, 640. 

Riddell, Colonel, 449. 

Thomas, 116. 

Riddoch, Mr., of Falkirk, 98. 

Rigby, Miss. See John A. Murray. 

Robbins, Mr., 374. 

Robertson, Patrick, 170 and w. 

Robinson (of H. & R.), 316, 318. 

Robison, Mr. (afterwards Sir John), 416. 

Rob Roy at the Theatre Royal, 364. 

Robson’s JSssay 07i Heraldy^ 526. 

Roche, Sir Boyle, dream of, 146 oi. 

Rodger, Mr. Peter, 610. 

Rogers, Samuel, 182, 202, 378, 379, 380, 
618 ; advice to Moore, 6 n . ; breakfast, 
184, 199, 201 ; Holland House, 394 ; 
Hampton Court, 398, 399. 

Rokeby, 177, 402. 

Holland, Adam, Clerk of Session, 460, 
461, 494. 

Adam, of Gask, 460 ?i., 495 and n. 

Rollo, Lord, 91. 

Rome, 587, 689. 

Rose, Sir George, 263, 360. 

William Stewart, anecdote of By- 
ron, 7, 8, 17, 18; his Ariosto, 182 and 
; at Stratford, 376 ; Brighton, 395, 
396 71, 

Ross, Dr. A., 224, 417, 428, 469, 509. 

Rossiter, N. T., 539. 

Rothes, Lady, 472. 

Roxburghe Club, 300, 386, 393. 

Royal Academy, London, 387. 

Literary Society, 256, 571 and w. 

Society, Edinbui'gh, dinner, 23, 208, 

231, 326, 416, 417; new rooms, 426, 
427, 433. 

Ruling passion, 140, 141. 

Russel, Alexander, anecdote told by, 
224 71. 

Russell, Claud, 9. 

Dr. James, 23 and 71 ., 326, 363. 

Lord John, on Moore, 6 /<., 380, 

John, 226 71 ., 364. 

Major-General Sir Jame.s, of Ashos- 

tiel, 19 and 20, 30, 47,48, 106, 150, 
210, 249, 265, 256, 287, 370, 443, 512, 
516, 625, 637. 

Lord Wriotheslev, 325. 

Misses, 46, 61, 297. 

Rutherford. Rev John, of Yarrow. 869. 
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Rutherfurd, John, of Edgerstoun, 353. 

Dr., 451. 

Lord, in the Bride of Lammermoor. 

472 n. 

Captain Robert, 94. 

Robert, 19, 210, 297. 

William, 295. 

Miss C., 57. 

Ruthven, Lord and Lady, 40, 531 and oi. 

Rutty, J., diary, 45. 

St. Agatha, 589. 

St. Andrews, visit to, in 1827, 265. 

St. Boswell’s Fair, 149. 

St. Cuthbert’s remains at Durham, 277. 

St. Giles, Edinburgh, 325 w. . 

St. Mary’s Loch, 159, 

St. Monans, 266. 

St. Paul’s, Dean of, 381. 

St Jfionan's Well, Scott’s opnion of, 150; 
Macturk in, 317, 320; new edition re- 
quired, 343 ; dramatised, 473. 

Saint Roque, 561. 

Saint Thomas Aquinas, tomb of, 585, 

Saladin’s shroud, 321 n. 

Salerno, 581, 

Samothracian Mysteries, 382. 

Sanctuary, the, 313 and n., 314. 

Sanders, George L., miniature of M. G, 
Lewis, 5 and n. 

San Domenico Maggiore, 453. 

Sandford, Mrs. Professor, 419. 

Sa7is Cullotides, April mornings, 119. 

Savary, H., 39 and n. 

Scarlett, Sir James Y., 38., j 

Schutze, Mr., 482. 

Schwab, Giistavus, 270. 

Schwartzenberg, 191. 

Scott, Lady, 31, 83 ; removal from Castle 
Street, 92, 98; illness, 102, 104, 107, 
115-124; death, 125; 373. 

Miss Anne, Scottish Songs, 25; char- 
acterised, 36; retrospect, 37, 74, 125, 
127, 318, 351, 370; London, 374, 404 
71 . ; Milburn Tower, 408 ; Hopetoiin 
House, 433 ; castle, 437, 443 ; Blair- 
Adam, 494, 513, 587. 

Walter, 92, 118, 127-129, 317-319, 

340, 342, 360, 878, 416, 538, 550, 555 ; 
choice of a soldier’s life 24; 15th Hus- 
sars going to India, 46 ; generous offer 
from764; lines on Irish quarters, 151; 
revisits Abbotsford, 157, 158; at 
Blair-Adam, 161, 163; Ireland, 164, 
206 ; Dalkeith, 211, 213 ; Christmas at 
Abbotsford, 215, 218; dinner and 
guests at Hampton Court, 881, 382; 
inflammatory attack, 461, 462, 463, 


467, 473 ; wishes to preserve the li- 
brary, 513. 

— Charles, choice of profession, 115; 
arrives at Abbotsford, 127, 130, 131, 
149; Drumlanrig, 158; Ireland, 164; 
return, 170; Scott’s visit to Oxford, 
204, 241, 328, 325, 328, 335, 340; 
Foreign Office, 354, 378, 385, 416; 
Edinburgh, 475, 480, 512, 587. 

Thomas and Mrs., 5 116, 205, 

394 n. 

Anne, niece of Sir Walter, 122, 148, 

154. 

Walter, nephew, 65, 73, 173, 493 

and n. 

Sir W., of Ancrum, 543, 553. 

of Bierlaw, 443. 

of Gala, 39, 165, 166, 351, 353, 366, 

374, 465, 488, 489, 491. 

of Harden, 66, 105, 108, 113-115, 

117, 122, 133, 139, 155, 170, 220, 234, 
265, 279, 287, 289, 292, 293 and n., 
308, 310, 322, 331, 341, 387, 391, 405, 
406, 408, 493, 511, 512, 513, 514, 517, 
626, 529, 643. 

John, Midgehope, 285. 

Charles, of Nesbit Mill, 169, 449. 

of Raeburn (Maxpopple), 103 and 

yi., 121, 155, 167, 176, 254, 255, 328, 
454 and n., 459, 460, 481, 487, 503, 
634. 

of Scallowav, 466. 

of Well, 488, 491, 635, and n. 

Charles, grandson of Charles of 

Woll, 285. 

Dr. of Haslar Hospital, 466. 

James, 460. 

Keith, 459. 

James, a young painter, 201. 

Scottish Nationality, 100. 

Songs V. Foreign Music, 25. 

Scrope, William, 47, 49, 70, 77, 112, 215, 
219, 220, 246, 247, 255, 277, 278, 281, 
353, 370. 

Seafield, Lord Chancellor, 135 ti. 

Seaford. See Ellis. 

Seaforth, Lady, funeral, 434 and «. 

Search for sealing-wax, 118. 

Selkirk, fifth Earl of, 380 «., 445, 481. 

Lady, 380. 

Club, 166. 

election, 513, 543. 

Sheriff-court processes, 31. 

Selkirshire Yeoraary Club dinner, 369. 

Seton, Sir Reginald Steuart, of Staffa, 
369 

Seymour, Sir Michael, 5.56, 557. 

Shakespeare’s house, 376. 
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Shandwick Place, No. 6, take possession 
Nov, 6, 182Y, 815. 

Shap Fells, drive over the, 205. 

Sharp, Sir Cuthbert, 372. 

Richard, 161, 182, 185, 378, 380. 

Sharpe, .Charles Kirkpatrick, sketched, 
1-3, 77, 144, 325, 379, 406, 408, 426 ; al- 
terations in Edinburgh, 219, 270; resto- 
ration of “ Mons Meg,” 436, 496, 552 n. 

Shaw, Dr., 141, 184. 

Christian, 369. 

of Sauchie, 369. 

Sha7USj murder of^ 300. 

Shelley, Lady, 317, 394, 397. 

Sir John, 392. 

Percy B., 8. 

Mrs., Frankenstein^ 112. 

Shepherd, Sir Samuel, Lord Chief-Baron, 
34 and n.\ sketch of, 38, 124, 134; 
Blair-Adam, 140, 141, 234, 259 ; Charl- 
ton, 266, 823, 327, 337, 340 ; at Colvin 
Smith’s, 349, 351, 383; Blair-Adam, 
410, 411, 413, 475, 494. 

Sheridan, Rich. B., dull in society, 51 ; 
price of Drury Lane Theatre, 61 ; re- 
view of Life^ 111 ; and Sharp, 378. 

Tom, 444. 

Sheriffmuir trumpeter, 119. 

Shortreed, Robert, 115, 168, 253, 468, 
482 and n. 

(junior), 308, 476. 

Andrew, 254, 265, 397, 400. 

Pringle, 58. 

Thos., 168 71., 169. 

Shortt, Dr., 232, 233, 238. 

• Siddons, Mrs. H., as Belvidera, 352, 468, 
473. 

Sidmouth, Lord, 397, 648. 

Sievwright, Sir John, 388. 

Silver fir, rapid growth, 156. 

Simond’s Switzerland^ 413. 

Simson, William, R.S.A., 246. 

Sinclair, Sir John, 64. 

Lady, 64, 366. 

Misses, 297. 

Master of, 300, 370. 

Robert, 364. 

Singleton, Archdeacon, 306 and n. 

Si.K-foot-high Club, 434. 

Skelton, Mr., 479. 

Skene, James and Mrs., 21, 28; the Bos- 
wells, 39 n. ; sketch of, 47 ; recollec- 
tions of Mathews, 51 n,\ recollections 
of financial crisis, 62, 63 7i . ; a walk in 
Princes Street Gardens, 67, 68 7^., 59, 
60 w., 76; proposal that Scott should 
live with him, 82, 99 ; letter from 
Scott on Lady Scott’s death, 128 n . : 


the whaling captain, 137 7i., 209, 213, 
218, 228, 232, 267; note from Scott, 
258 7i., 259, 260, 264, 267, 270; at 
Abbotsford, 286, 309 ; Lady Jane Stu- 
art, 315 ; at Abbotsford, 339 7i., 

400; Princes Street Gardens, 413; 
Abbotsford, 415, 420, 424, 425 ; jour- 
nal, 430, 434, 436 ; Abbotsford, 447, 
449, 464, 466 ; the good Samaritan, 
471, 476; sketches of Waverley, 476 
and 7i., 496, 601 ; Raeburn’s portrait 
of Scott, 616 71 ., 619 71 ., 620, 637; 
death, 674 and n. 

Professor George, 471 n. 

W. F., 637 and 7i. 

Skirving, Arch., artist, 88 and n. 

Smith, Colvin, 849, 861 and 7?.., 363, 368, 
360, 406, 420, 462, 493. 

Mrs. Charlotte, Desmond^ 101 and 

7^., 223, 396. 

Horace, JBrambletye House ^ 179, 

180, 352, 666. 

John, builder, 616, 636 and n. 

Sydney, 236, 237, 241, 369, 392. 

Mr., Foreign Office, 182. 

Mrs., case of poisoning, 231, 236. 

Smoking, 7. 

Smollett, Captain, 18. 

Smythe of Methven, 145, 

Solitude, love of, v. Confinement, 106, 
108, 114. 

Somerset, Lord Fitzroy, 386. 

House, 888. 

Somerville, Lord, Life of, 232. 

Dr. Thos., 169 and n. 

Sotheby, 186, 378, 382. 

Southey, Robert, the Quarterly^ 14, 17, 
26, 139; Penmsular War^ 181, 384 9/.., 
398, 426 71.; Pilgrinds Progress^ 499, 
604. 

Soutra, Johnstones of, 136. 

Souza-Botelho, Madame de, 190 and n. 

Spectral appearances and illusions, 31. 

Spencer, Lord, 386, 393. 

Hon. W. R., 101, 193, 267 oi. 

Spice, a terrier, 279, 629. 

Stafford, Lord and Lady, 31, 199, 267, 
384, 392, 394, 397, 663. 

Stainmore, 177. 

Stanhope, Spencer, 176. 

Stanhope’s Notes, 306 n. 

Steuart-Denham, Sir James, of ColtncHs, 
72 and n. 

— — Sir Henry Seton, 300, 334, 418. 

Stevenson, John, 96, 271, 289. 

Patrick James, 409 v/. 

Stewart, Sir Charles and Ladv Elizabeth, 
184. 
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Diigald, 323 n . ; death of, 406. 

J. A., 407 n. 

Sir J., of Murthly, 499. 

James, of Brugh, 13. 

Sir M. Shaw, 209. 

— ^ General David, of Garth, death of, 
285 and n, 

Thomas, 254. 

of Dalguise, 341, 342. 

younger of Invernahyle, 427. 

Mrs., of Blackhill, 108. 

Stirling, General Graham, 61. 

Stirlings of Drumpellier, 278, 279. 

Stoddart, Dr., 347. 

Mr., 652 n. 

Stokoe, Dr., 213. 

Stopford, Lady Charlotte, 160 and ^i.,362. 

Stowell,Lord (Sir William Scott), 398 and 
w., 568. 

Strange, Mr. and Mrs., 498. 

Strangford, Lord, 403. 

Stratford-on-Avon, mulberry tree from, 
307 and n., 376. 

“ Strict retreat,” 70. 

Stuart, General, of Blantyre, 276. 

Charles, Blantyre, 146, 276. 

Hon. Mr., 61. 

Mr., grand-nephew of Lady Louisa, 

422, 441. 

Sir John, of Fettercairn, 266 n., 

486 n. 

Sir John, 590. 

James, of Dunearn, 39 ?i., 421 ; sale 

of pictures, 425. 

Sir James, Allanbank, 270,416,421, 

424, 426. 

Lady Jane, letter to Scott, 310 and 

n.; an affecting meeting, 315 and ; 
old stories, -^17, 328, 416 ; illness, 431, 
473 and n . ; death of, 486 and n. 

Lady Louisa, 68 and n., 133, 203, 

441, 649, 560, 653, 686, 687. 

Stulko,” 530 and n. 

Style, solecisms in, 117, 118. 

Sunderland, 304. 

Hall, 289. 

Surtees, Mr., 157, 158, 164, 170, 174, 203, 
372. 

Susex, Duke of, 385. 

Sutherland, Mr., Aberdeen, 456. 

Sutton, Right Hon. Charles Manners, 200 
and n. 

Swanston, John, 103, 156, 288, 513, 514. 

Swift’s handwriting, 299. 

Swinton, Archibald, 163; dinner and 
guests, 211, 285, 321, 360, 365, 367. 

Swinton, Mr. and Mrs. George, 48, 258, 
286. 347. 426. 632. 


John, 134, 145, 264, 275. 

Harriet, 601. 

Mrs. Peggie, 19, 285. 

S.W.S.,7ln 

“ Tace is Latin for a candle,” 245 and n, 

Tait, Archbishop, 275 n. 

Craufurd, 276. 

Talbot, Miss, 684. 

Tale of Mystet'iom Mirror^ 378. 

Tales of Cnisaders^ 623. 

Tales of a Grandfather^ first thought of, 
269; arranged with Cadell, 261, 270; 
progress of, 277, 299 ; first volume fin- 
ished, 281; last proof corrected, 319; 
request to revise, 338; new edition, 
370; second series begun, 378, 451 ; 
third series in hand, 451 ; France, 511. 

Talleyrand, 184, 654 n. 

Tamworth, 375. 

Tangiers, 659. 

Tanneguy du Ckdtel^ 136. 

Tarentum, Bishop of, 573. 

Taschereau’s Life of Moliere^ 342, 346. 

Taylor, Sir Herbert, 533. 

Jemmy, 467. 

Watson, 388. 

“ Teind Wednesday,” 24 n. 

Temple, Sir William, 400. 

Terracina, 490. 

Terry, Daniel, 124, 146; visit to Abbots- 
ford, 160, 163, 165,182, 183, 230 ; ruin, 
379,400; illness, 476; death, 483 and a 

The Gi'eat Twalmley^ 6. 

Theatre of God's Jtidgments^ n. 

Royal, meeting of trustees for, 468. 

Theatrical Fund Dinner, 236 and w., 237, 
238. 

“ The grave the last sleep ?” 257. 

Theobald, Mr. and Mrs., 371. 

Thomas, Captain, 477 and n. 

Thomson, David, on Moore, 30. 

David, W.S., 292. 

Rev. George, tutor at Abbotsford, 

44 and n., 216, 219, 604 n., 511. 

Mr., Mrs., and Miss Anstruther, of 

Charlton, 246, 265, 338, 340, 410, 411. 

Rev. John, of Duddingston, 70, 145, 

247, 353, 361, 410, 411, 494, 544. 

Thomas, Deputv Clerk-Register, 40, 

85 and n., 89, 133‘, 145, 146, 233, 241, 
262, 264, 267, 275, 279, 281, 322, 355, 
430, 520 

Thomson’s Tales of an Antiquary ^ 371. 

Thornhill, Mr., 307. 

Colonel, 174; hawks, 174. 

Thornhilh Sir James, 400. 

Thrale, Mrs., 202, 399 and w. 
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Thurtell & Co. at Gill’s Hill, 148 n., 402 
and n. 

Ticknor, George, of Boston, 48 296 

499 n. 

Tighe, Usher, 423. 

^^Tiled haddock,” 498 and n., 600. 

“ Time must salve the sore,” 63. 

Tod, Miss, 175. 

Tod’s, Colonel, Travels in Western India^ 
430 n. 

Todd, Miss, 286. 

Thomas, 170 and n. 

“Tom Tack,” 250. 

Tone, Wolfe, 284. 

Torphichen, Lady, 3G4. 

Torre del Carmine, 672. 

“ Touch my honour, touch ray life,” 98 
and n. 

Townshend, Lord Charles, 374. 

Trafalgar, 560. 

Train, Joseph, 452. 

Tranent, riots at, 561. 

Travelling expenses, 1790, contrasted with 
1826, 206, 206. 

Treuttel & Wurtz, 342, 367. 

Tripp, Baron, 303, 304. j 

Trotter, Coal Gas Co., 365. 

Sir Coutts, 387. 

Tuilleries, 194. 

Tunis, 665. 

Turner, Rev. Mr., and Lord Castlereagh’s 
Memoirs^ 311. 

Dr. 616. 

Messrs., Malta, 587. 

Turner’s J. W., illustration to Poetical 
WorH, 634, 536. 

Tweeddale, Marquis of, 327, 428. 

Tytler, Alexander Fraser, 154 n. 

Mrs., of Woodhouselee, 164, 155. 

Patrick Fraser, 231 and 7i.,4S8 ; his 

History of Scoila^id^ 438, 460. 

Union Scottish Assurance Co., meeting 
of, 320, 321. 

University Commission, 168, 213 and «, 
310 n. 

Upcott, William, 162. 

Uprouseye then, my merry, merry men, 422. 
Utterson, 385. 

Vandenhopf, Mr. as Jajjier, 352. 

Van Mildert, Bishop of Durham, 302 
and n. 

Vasa, Prince Gustavus, 252 and n. 

Veitch, James, 449. 

Velletri, 690. 

Venice Preserved, 362. 

Ventriloquism, 60. 


Vere, Hope, of Craigiehall, 327, 428. 

Lady Elizabeth Hope, 327, 428. 

Verplanck, Mr., 263. 

Vesci, De, 305. 

Vesuvius, 655, 571. 

Vicaria, the, 678. 

Victoria, Princess, 295. 

Vienna, congress of, 306. 

Views of GenllemerCs Seats, 341. 

Vilhena, don Manuel, Fort of, 567 and 
n., 668. 

Volturno, 589. 

Waldie, Mr., of Henderland, 166. 
Walker, engraver of Raeburn’s portrait 
of Scott, 138 and n., 261. 

teacher of drawing, 88 and n. 

H, 295. 

of Muirhouselaw, 264, and n. 

Lieut, (afterwards Sir Baldwin), 

664 and 7i. 

Sir Patrick, 463. 

Miss A., 295. 

Helen, tombstone at Irongray, 540 

and 71. 

Walker Street, No. 3, Edinburgh, 206 7i. 

(from Nov. 1826, to Jime, 1827). 

Wall in “Pyramus and Thisbc,” 12. 
Wallace’s sword, 28. 

Walpole, Horace, Jlisioric Doubts, 289, 
341. 

Walton k Cotton’s A7iglcr, 398 7i. 

Ward, R. Pliimor, 251, 273 7i. 

Mr. (Dover), 197. 

Warkworth, 30(5. 

Warroch, Mr., 497. 

Warwick, Lord and Lady, 375. 

Castle, 375. 

Water-cow, in the Highlands, superstition, 
321, 322 and 7l ^ 

Watson, Capt., 471 7i., 536 and 
Wanchope, Mr. 321. 

Waverley novels, plans for buying copy- 
right, '318, 331, 332, 334, '4(59; con- 
tinned doinami for, 344 n. 

Weave’s murder, 148 7i., 401. 

Weatherby, 178. 

Weber, Baron, 123. 

ITenry, amanuensis, 9(5, 221, 379. 

Weddcrbnrn, Sir David, 322. 

Lady {nee Brown), 268, 297, 322. 

Weir, Major, 22(5. 

Wellesley, Maniuis, 335. 

Wellington, Duke of, 175, 198, 200, 23(5, 
240, 247, 250, 270, 335 n., 340, 312, 
346, 384, 387, 392, 393, 394, 418, 424, 
44(5 77., 4(55, 547 ; dinners and guests, 
200 seq , ; Scott’s interviews with, in 
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London, 203, 227 ; Scott’s letter to, 
234 n.\ Canning, 276, 287, Ravens- 
worth Castle, 301 and n . ; Baron Tripp, 
303 ; and -Earl of Meath, 322 ; Lord 
Mahon, 388 n. ; Catholic Bill, 425 and n. 

Wemyss, Captain, 266. 

Westphalia, King of, 589 and n. 

Whistlecraft, 571. 

White, Lydia, 185, 199; death, 229, 230 
and n., 412, 553. 

Whitmore, Lady Lucy, 171. 

Whittingham, 301, 305, 306. 

Whyte, Miss, 580, 582. 

Widow-burning in India, 20. 

Widow ladies’ requests, 105. 

Wilberforce, 381. 

Wilkie, Sir David, picture of king’s ar- 
rival at Holyrood, 48; at Somerset 
House, 76, 420 ; portrait for Magnum^ 
432 ; and letter from, to Scott, 432 n. 

Williams, Archdeacon, 271 and w., 275, 
290, 354, 360, 408, 410, 413, 519. 

H. W. ( “ Grecian ” ), 88 and n., 

246. 

Williamson, W., of Cardrona, 83 n, 

Wilson, Adam, 213, 477. 

Professor John, letter from Lock- 
hart, 17 227, 296 and n., 359. 

Mr., of Wilsontown, 146, 186. 

Sir Robert, 287. 

R. Sym, 33. 

Harriet, Memoirs^ remarks on, 27. 

Wilton nuns, “ go spin, your jades,” 70, 
101, 243. 

Winchelsea, Lord, and Wellington, 443 n. 

Windsor Castle, 183. 

Wish art’s Montrose^ 346 n. 

“ Wishing-cap,” power of, 43. 

Witchcraft, Joanna Baillie, 279. 

Withers, Pope’s epitaph, 79. 

W., 397. 

Woloot, Dr., 223. 


Wood, Sir Alexander, 363. 

John Philip, 498 and n. 

WooMock^ in progress, 6 and w., 45, 46, 
63, 72 ; 2d vol. ended, 74, 78, 81, 83, 
93, 102 ; finished, 105, 106 ; Longman 
buys, 117; copyright, 131; price of, 
267 n . ; annotated, 511. 

Wooler, 301, 306. 

Worcester, 205. 

Marquis of, 385. 

Wordsworth, William, 176, 217; anec- 
dote of, 218; lines on Hogg, 296 n.\ 
392, 393, 395, 398 ; at Abbotsford, 545, 
547 and oi. 

Miss, 547 and n. 

Bishop, 547 and n. 

Wrangham, Archdeacon, 396. 

Wright, Sir John, 290. 

Rev. Thomas, of Borthwick, 336 

and n. 

W., Lincoln’s Inn, 17; 201 and 203. 

Wyatville, Mr., 183. 

Wynn, Charles, 395. 

Yarrow, excursion in August, 1826, 158 ; 
in December, 1827, 338; in May, 1829, 
459; inJulv, 1829,485; in September, 
1831, 547. 

Yates, Dr., 184, 395. 

Yelin, Chevalier, 57, 59. 

Yermoloff, General, 285. 

Yester, pictures at, 328. 

York, Duke of, 198, 202, 203 ; death, 
219; funeral, 224. 

Cardinal Duke of, 481. 

Young, Alexander, of Harburn, 95 and w. 

Charles Mayne as “ Pierre,” 352, 

353 and n, 

Dr., and Miss, Hawick, 379, 501, 

502, 508. 

Zetland, 467. 


THE END. 



SIR WALTER SCOTT’S JOURNAL. 

The Journal of Sir Walter Scott, 1825-1832. From the Original 
Manuscript at Abbotsford. Library Edition. With Two Por- 
traits and Engraved Title-pages. 2 volumes. 8vo, Cloth, tincut 
Edges and Gilt Tops, SO. 

The “Journal” presents a- varied and vivid picture of Sir Walter Scott’s exist- 
ence during the years in which he kept it. Unpublished letters from him and oth- 
ers serve to illustrate the text, while extracts from the reminiscences in manuscripts 
by Skene and Ballanlyne give many interesting particulars about Sir W’’alter. Those 
who read the “ Journal ” will clearly understand what he was as a man, and such a 
man as he is the more beloved the more intimately he is known. He reveals him- 
self with perfect candor and completeness in his “ Journal ” and he appears even 
greater in its pages than in other works from his pen which are prized as English 
classics . — .London Times. 

No memorial of any British man of letters which has been published in the last 
quarter of a century, and several of considerable importance have been published 
during that time, can be said to approach, in the interest that it creates in reading, 
and in the affectionate hold that it has in memory, “ The Journal of Sir Walter 
Scott.” — N. Y Mail and Express. 

It is more interesting and more invigorating than is Lockhart’s work itself. No 
biographer intrudes with his pity or grows dull with his comments. It discloses an 
episode, as it were, but it discloses it unreservedly and transparently. It speaks 
without I'cstraint. It is full of the buoyancy and sturdiness which are the very 
spirit and substance of its indomitable author. — N. T. Commercial Advertiser. 

A rare revelation of the noble character of one of the world’s great men. In an 
utterly simple, unconscious way. Sir Walter Scott was a veritable hero, and this jour- 
nal, written in his last years, is chiefly valuable for conclusively proving this fact. — 
Literary World., Boston. 

The 'manner in which the “Journal” has been prepared for publication deserves 
hearty praise. Mr. Douglas is a conscientious and competent editor, and he has 
supplied all the notes which are required for elucidating the text without making 
a parade of superfluous learning. . , . This final work by Sir Walter Scott is as in- 
structive and welcome as any which he penned. — Athenceum, London. 

This is such a book as the world has not often seen. . . . These two impressive 
volumes contain one of the most effective pictures of a really strong man, painted 
as only that man himself could have painted it, which the English language con- 
tains. . . . This book is one of the greatest gifts which our English literature has 
ever received. — Spectator, London. 

A bettei* tempered, less morbid diary never was published. ... No extracts can 
do justice to the book as a whole— to the manly, cheerful, tender spirit of the man. 
These two volumes are worth a library full of the literary Dryasdusts who generally 
write journals. — E. Y. Herald. 

Certainly all who read these volumes will rise from their perusal with a deepened 
admiration for one of the noblest and best of men.— PaZZ Mall G-azette, London. 

The “ Journal,” as it stands, is full of interesting glimpses into the great author’s 
mind, and reveals, in a striking manner, the inextinguishable buoyancy with which 
he encountered misfortune, the iron perseverance with which he set himself to clear 
away the mountain of debt with which he found himself burdened when his best years 
had passed, the keen sense of honor and duty which marked even his most private 
communings with himself, and the gay humor which characterized him whenever the 
clouds parted for a moment and permitted the sunshine to pass. . . . It is indeed 
a valuable contribution to our knowledge of Sir Walter Scott. A. i. LTihune. 
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